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The dreadful state of our nation calls for deep humlity on the part
of God's people. The one all-inportant inquiry which should now engross
the m nd of every one is, AmI| prepared for the day to God? Can | stand
the trying test before me? p. 1, Para. 5, [90T].

| saw that God was purifying and proving his people. He will refine
them as gold, until his inmage is reflected in them and the dross
consuned. There is not in all that spirit of self-denial, and
willingness to suffer for the truth's sake, and to endure hardness,
which God requires. Their wills are not subdued, and they consecrated
whol |y to God, seeking no greater pleasure than to do his wll.
M ni sters and people lack spirituality and true godliness. Everything
is to be shaken that can be shaken. God's people will be brought into
nmost trying positions, and all must be settled, rooted and grounded in
the truth, or their steps will surely slide. If God conforts and
nourishes the soul with his inspiring presence, they can endure, though
the way may be dark and thorny. For the darkness will soon pass away,
and the true light shine for ever. | was pointed to Isa. lviii, lix, 1-
15; Jer. xiv, 10-12, as a description of the present state of our

nati on. The people of this nation have forsaken and forgotten God. They
have chosen ot her gods, and foll owed their own corrupt way, until GCod
has turned fromthem The inhabitants of the earth have tranpled upon
the | aw of God, and broken his everlasting covenant. p. 1, Para. 6,
[90OT].

I was shown the excitenent created anong our people by the article in
the Revi ew headed, "The Nation." Sone understood it one way, and sone
anot her. The plain statenents were distorted, and nmade to nean what the
writer did not intend. He gave the best |ight he then had. Sonething
nmust be said. The attention of many was turned to Sabbat h-keepers,
because they nmanifested no greater interest in the war, and did not
vol unteer. They were | ooked upon in some places as synpathizing with
the rebellion. The time had cone for our true sentinments in relation to
slavery and the rebellion to be nade known. There was need of npving
with wisdomto turn away the suspicions excited agai nst Sabbat h-
keepers. W should act with great caution. "If it be possible, as nmuch
as lieth in you, live peaceably with all nen." W can obey this, and
not sacrifice one principle of our faith. Satan and his host are at war
wi th commandnent - keepers, and will work to bring theminto trying
positions. They should not, by |lack of discretion, bring thensel ves
there. p. 1, Para. 7, [90T].

I was shown that sone acted very indiscreetly, in regard to the piece



published. It did not accord with their views in all respects, and
instead of calmy weighing the matter, and viewing it in all its
bearings, they becane agitated, excited, and sone seized the pen and
junped hastily at concl usions which woul d not bear investigation. Sonme
wer e inconsistent and unreasonable. They acted out that which Satan is
ever hurrying theminto, nanely, their rebellious feelings. p. 1
Para. 8, [90T].

In lowa they carried things to quite a length, and run into
fanaticism They nistook zeal and fanaticismfor conscientiousness.
Their feelings took the | ead, instead of being guided by sound judgnent
and reason. They were ready to beconme martyrs for their faith. Did al
this feeling lead themto God? to greater hunmlity before hin to trust
in his power to deliver themfromthe trying position into which they
m ght be brought? O, no! Instead of nmaking their petitions to, and
relying solely upon, the power of the God of heaven, they petitioned to
the |l egislature, and were refused. They showed their weakness, and
exposed their lack of faith. Al this only went to bring that peculiar
cl ass, Sabbat h- keepers, to special notice, and expose themto be
crowmded into difficult places by those who have no synpathy for them
p. 2, Para. 1, [90T].

There have been those who were hol ding thenmselves ready to find fault,
and conplain at any suggestion nmade. But few have had wisdomin this
nost trying tinme to think without prejudice, and candidly tell what
shall be done. p. 2, Para. 2, [90T].

I saw that those who have been forward to talk so decidedly in regard
to refusing to obey a draft, do not understand what they are talking
about. Should they really be drafted, and refuse to obey, and be
threatened with inprisonnent, torture, or death, they would shrink, and
then find out that they had not prepared thenselves for such an
enmergency. They woul d not endure the trying of their faith. \Wat they
t hought was faith, was only fanatical presunption. p. 2, Para. 3,
[90OT].

Those who woul d be the best prepared to even sacrifice life, if
required, rather than to place thenselves in a position where they
could not obey God, would have the |east to say. They woul d nmake no
boast. They would feel deeply and neditate nuch, and their earnest
prayers would go up to heaven for wisdomto act, and grace to endure.
Those who feel that in the fear of God they cannot conscientiously
engage in this war, will be very quiet, and when interrogated wil|l
sinply state what they are obliged to say in order to answer the
inquirer, and then let it be understood that they have no synpathy with
the rebellion. p. 3, Para. 1, [90T].

There are a few in the ranks of Sabbath-keepers who synpathize with
the sl avehol der. When they enbraced the truth, they did not |eave al
the errors they should have | eft behind them They need a nore thorough
draught fromthe cleansing fountain of truth. Sone have brought al ong
with themtheir old political prejudices, which are not in harnony with
the principles of the truth. They nmaintain that the slave is the
property of the master, and should not be taken from him They rank
these slaves as cattle, and say that it is wonging the owner just as
much to deprive himof his slaves, as to take away his cattle. | was
shown it mattered not how much the master had paid for human flesh and



soul s of men; God gives himno title to human souls, and he has no
right to hold themas his property. Christ died for the whol e human
fam |y, whether white or black. God has made man a free noral agent,
whet her white or black. The institution of slavery does this away, and
man exerci ses the power over his fell ow nman which God has never granted
hi m and which bel ongs alone to God. The slavemaster has dared to
assune the responsibility of God over his slave, and accordingly the
sins, ignorance and vice of the slave he will be accountable for. He
will be called to an account for the power he exercises over the slave
The colored race are God's property. Their Maker alone is their master
and those who have dared to chain down the body and the soul of the

sl ave, and have kept himin degradation |like the brute creation, wll
have their retribution. The wath of God has slunbered, but wll awake,
and be poured out without m xture of nercy. p. 3, Para. 2, [90T].

Sone have been so indiscreet, they have tal ked out their pro-slavery
principles, which principles are not heaven-born, but proceed fromthe
dom ni on of Satan. These restless spirits nmust talk and act in a manner
to bring a reproach upon the cause of God. | will here give a copy of a
letter witten to Bro. AA. R, of Oswego co., N Y. p. 3, Para. 3,
[90OT].

"I was shown sonme things in regard to you. | saw that you was deceived
in regard to yourself. You have given occasion for the enem es of our
faith to bl asphene, and to reproach Sabbat h-keepers. By your indiscreet
course, you have closed the ears of some who would have listened to the
truth. | saw that we should be as wi se as serpents, and harml ess as
doves. You have mani fested neither the wi sdom of the serpent, nor the
harm essness of the dove. p. 4, Para. 1, [90T].

"Satan was the first great leader in rebellion. God is punishing the
North, that they have so long suffered to exist the accursed sin of
slavery for in the sight of heaven it is a sin of the darkest dye. God
is not with the South, and he will punish themdreadfully in the end.
Satan is at the bottomof all rebellion. You, | saw, Bro. R, have
permtted your political principles to destroy your judgnment, and your
love for the truth. They are eating out true godliness fromyour heart.
You never have | ooked upon slavery in the right light, and your views
of this matter have thrown you on the side of the rebellion, which
Satan and his host have stirred up. Your views of slavery, and the
sacred, inportant truths for this tinme, cannot harnonize. You nust
yield your views, or the truth. Both cannot be cherished in the sane
heart, for they are at war with each other. p. 4, Para. 2, [90T].

"Satan has been stirring you up. He would not et you rest until you
shoul d express your sentinments upon the side of the powers of

dar kness, --strengt heni ng the hands of the w cked whom God has cursed.
You have cast your influence on the wong side, with those whose course

of life is to sow thorns, and plant msery for others. | saw you
casting your influence with a degraded conpany, --a God-forsaken
conpany, and angels of God fled fromyou in disgust. | saw you was

utterly deceived. Had you foll owed the |ight God has given you; had you
heeded the instructions of your brethren; had you listened to their

advi ce, you woul d have saved yoursel f, saved the precious cause of
truth, fromreproach. But as you have given publicity to your
sentiments, notwithstanding all the light given, it will be the duty of
God' s people, unless you undo what you have done, to publicly w thdraw



their synpathy and fellowship fromyou, in order to save the inpression
whi ch nust go out in regard to us as a people. We nust let it be known
t hat we have no such ones in our fellowship, and will not walk with
themin church capacity. p. 4, Para. 3, [90TI].

"You have lost the sanctifying influence of the truth. You have | ost
your connection with the heavenly host. You have allied yourself with
the first great rebel, and God's wath is upon you; for his sacred
cause is reproached, and the truth is nmade disgusting to unbelievers.
You have grieved God's people, despised the counsel and advice of his
anbassadors upon earth, who | abor together with God, and are in
Christ's stead beseeching souls to be reconciled to God. p. 5, Para.
1, [90OT].

"As a people, | was shown we cannot be too careful what influence we
exert; and we should watch every word. \When we by word or act place
oursel ves upon the eneny's battle-ground, we drive holy angels from us
and encourage and attract evil angels in crowds around us. This you
have done, Bro. R, and by your unguarded, willful course have caused
unbel i evers to | ook upon Sabbat h-keepers all around you w th suspicion
These words were presented before nme as referring to the servants of
God: 'He that heareth you, heareth ne; and he that despiseth you,
despi seth nme: and he that despiseth ne, despiseth himthat sent ne.
p. 5 Para. 2, [90T].

“"May God help you, my deceived brother, to see yourself as you are,
and have your synpathies with the body." p. 5, Para. 3, [90T].

Qur kingdomis not of this world. We are waiting for our Lord from
heaven to come to earth to put down all authority and power, and set up
his everlasting kingdom Earthly powers are shaken. W need not, and
cannot, expect union anong the nations of the earth. Qur position in
the i mage of Nebuchadnezzar is represented by the toes, in a divided
state, and of a crunbling material, that will not hold together.
Prophecy shows us that the great day of God is right upon us. It
hasteth greatly. p. 6, Para. 1, [90T].

| saw that it was our duty in every case to obey the |laws of our |and,
unl ess they conflict with the higher |aw which God spoke with an
audi bl e voice from Sinai, and afterward engraved on stone with his own
finger. "I will put ny laws in their inward parts, and in their mnds
will | wite them | will be to thema God, and they shall be to ne a
people.” Wen his laws are witten in the heart, that soul will obey
God rather than nen, and will sooner disobey all nen than deviate from
the | east commandnent. God's people, taught by the inspiration of
truth, and |l ed by a good conscience to |live by every word of God, will
take his law, witten in their hearts, as the only authority they can
acknowl edge or consent to obey. The wi sdom and authority of the divine
| aw are suprene. p. 6, Para. 2, [90T].

I was shown that God's people, who are his peculiar treasure, cannot
engage in this perplexing war, for it is against every principle of
their faith. They cannot obey the truth if in the arnmy, and at the sane
time obey the requirenents of their officers. It would be a continua
vi ol ati on of conscience. p. 6, Para. 3, [90T].

Worldly nen will be governed by worldly principles. They can



appreciate no other. But God's people cannot be governed by the sane
notives that worldly nen are. Worldly policy and public opinion
conprise the principle of action that governs men of worldly mnds, and
which | eads themto practice the formof doing right. The words and
commands of God, witten in the soul, are spirit and |ife. and there is
power in themto bring into subjection and enforce obedi ence. p. 6,
Para. 4, [90T].

The foundation of all righteous and good laws is the ten precepts of
Jehovah. Those who | ove God's commandnents will conform and bow in
obedi ence to every good |aw of the land. But if the requirements of the
rulers are such as conflict with the |aws of God, the only question to
be settled, is, Shall we obey God, or man? p. 7, Para. 1, [9OT].

I n consequence of |ong-continued and progressive rebellion against the
hi gher constitution and | aws, a gl oony pall of darkness and death is
spread over the earth. The earth groans under the burden of accunul ated
guilt, and everywhere dying nortals are conpelled to experience the
wr et chedness included in the wages of unrighteousness. p. 7, Para. 2,
[90OrT].

I was shown that men have carried out the purposes of Satan by craft
and deceit, and a dreadful blow has recently been given. It can be
truly said, "Justice has fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter
and he that departeth fromevil naketh hinself a prey." In some of the
free States there is a sinking |lower and | ower. Men with depraved
appetites and corrupt |ives have now an opportunity to triunph. They
have chosen for their rulers those whose principles are debasing, who
woul d not check evil, or repress the depraved appetites of men, but |et
t hem have full sway. If those who choose to becone |ike the beasts, by
drinking liquid poison, were the only sufferers; if they alone would
reap the fruit of their own doings, then the evil would not be so
great. But many, very many, nust pass through incredible suffering on
account of other's sins. Wves and children, although innocent, nust
drain the bitter cup to its dregs. p. 7, Para. 3, [90T1].

Men without the grace of God love to do evil. They wal k in darkness,
and do not possess the power of self-control. They give their passions
and appetites loose rein, until all the finer feelings are | ost, and
only the ani mal passions are mani fested. Such nen need to feel a higher

power, a controlling power, which will constrain themto obey. If their
rul ers do not exercise a power over the evil doer, to terrify him he
will sink to the level of the brute creation. The earth is grow ng nore

and nore corrupt. p. 7, Para. 4, [90T].

Many were blinded and grossly deceived in the [ast election, and their
own influence was used to place in authority nen who woul d w nk at
evil; men who would witness a flood of woe and mi sery unnoved; whose
principles are corrupt, who are Southern synpathizers, and would
preserve slavery as it is. p. 8, Para. 1, [90T].

There are nen in trust who are rebels at heart in the Northern arny,
who place no nore value upon the life of a soldier than they would the
life of a dog. They can see themtorn, and mangl ed, and dyi ng, by
t housands, unnoved. The officers of the Southern arny have information
al nrost every time in regard to the plans of the Northern arny. Correct
i nformati on has been given to Northern officers in regard to the



novenment s and approach of rebels, which has been di sregarded and
despi sed, because the informer was black. And by not preparing
themsel ves for an attack, they have been surprised and nearly cut to
pi eces, or what is as bad, many of the poor sol diers have been taken
prisoners, to suffer worse than death. p. 8, Para. 2, [90T].

If there was union in the Northern army, this rebellion would soon
cease. Rebels know they have their synpathizers all through the
Northern arny. The pages of history are growi ng darker and stil
darker. True | oyal men, who have had no synpathy with the rebellion, or
with slavery which has caused it, have been inposed upon. Their
i nfluence has hel ped place nmen in authority whose principles they were
opposed to. p. 8, Para. 3, [90T].

Everything is preparing for the great day of God. Tinme will last a
little longer, until the inhabitants of the earth have tilled the cup
of their iniquity, and then the wath of God, which has so | ong
slunbered, will awake, and this land of light will drink the cup of
God' s unm ngled wath. The desol ati ng power of God is upon the earth to
rend and destroy. The inhabitants of the earth are appointed to the
sword, fam ne, and pestilence. p. 8, Para. 4, [90TI].

Very many nmen in authority, generals and officers, act in conformty
with instructions communi cated by spirits. The spirits of devils,
professing to be dead warriors, and skillful generals, comrunicate with
men in authority, and many of their novenents are controlled by these
spirits. One general has special directions fromthese spirits to nake
speci al noves, and is flattered with the hopes of success. Another has
directions to make noves which differ widely fromthe directions given
to the other. Sonetinmes when they have followed the directions given
they obtain a victory, but nore frequently a defeat. p. 8, Para. 5,
[90T].

These spirits sonetines give them an account of things which wll
transpire in battles in which they are about to engage, and information
is given of individuals who will fall in the battle. Sonetines it is
found to be as these spirits informed them which strengthens the faith
of the believers in spiritual manifestations. And then again these
| eading men find that correct information has not been given them but
t hese deceiving spirits make sonme explanation to them which they
receive. The deception upon mnds is so great they fail to perceive the
lying spirits which are |leading themon to certain destruction. p. 9,
Para. 1, [90T].

The great |eading rebel general, the Devil, is acquainted with the
transactions of this war, and he directs his angels to assune the form
of dead generals, to imtate their manners, and act their peculiar
traits of character. And leaders in the arny really believe the spirits
of their friends, and dead warriors, the fathers of the Revol utionary
war, are guiding them Unless they were under the strongest fascinating
deception, they would begin to think the warriors in heaven (?) did not
mani f est good and successful general ship, or had forgotten their faned
earthly skill. p. 9, Para. 2, [90T].

Instead of the leading men in this war trusting in the God of Israel
and directing their armies to trust in the only One who can deliver
themfromtheir enemes, the majority inquire of, and trust in, the



prince of devils. Deut. xxxii, 16-22. Said the angel, "How can God
prosper such a people? If they would look to, and trust in him if they
woul d only cone where he could help them according to his own glory,
he would readily do it. p. 9, Para. 3, [90T].

| saw that God would not give the Northern army up wholly into the
hands of a rebellious people to be utterly destroyed of their enenies

| was referred to Deut. xxxii, 26-30 "I said, | would scatter them
into corners, | would make the renmenbrance of themto cease from anong
men: were it not that | feared the wath of the eneny, lest their
adversaries shoul d behave thensel ves strangely, and lest they should
say, Qur hand is high, and the Lord hath not done all this. For they
are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any understanding in
them O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would
consider their latter end! How should one chase a thousand, and two put
ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them and the Lord
had shut them up?" p. 10, Para. 1, [90T].

There are generals in the army who are wholly devoted to do all that
they can to stop this dreadful rebellion, and unnatural war. But nost

of the officers, and | eading nmen, have a selfish purpose of their own
to serve. Each is looking for gain fromhis own quarter, and many of

t he whol e-hearted, true soldiers are faint-hearted and di scouraged.
They nobly performtheir part when in an engagenent with the eneny; but
the treatnment which they receive fromtheir officers is brutal. There
are nmen anong the soldiers that have fine feelings, and i ndependence of
spirit. They have never been used to mngle with such a degraded cl ass
of nmen as war brings together, and be tyranni zed over and abused, and
treated as if brutes. It is very hard for themto endure all this. Mny
of ficers have brutal passions, and as they are placed in authority they
have good opportunity to act out their brutal natures. They tyrannize
over those under them as Southern masters tyranni ze over their slaves.
These things existing will make it difficult to procure nen for the
army. p. 10, Para. 2, [90rT].

When general s have been in nost terrible conflict, and men have fallen
like rain, a reinforcement at the right tine would have given them a
victory. But sone generals care nothing how many lives are | ost, and
rather than come to the help of those in an engagenent, as though their
interest were one, they withhold the necessary aid, fearing their
brot her general would receive the honor of successfully repulsing the
eneny. Through envy and jeal ousy they have even exulted to see the
eneny gain the victory and repul se Union nmen. p. 10, Para. 3, [90T].

Sout hern nmen possess a hellish spirit in this rebellion; but Northern
men are not clear. Many of them possess a selfish jeal ousy, fearing
others will obtain honors, and be exalted above thensel ves. Oh, how
many thousands of |ives have been sacrificed on this account. p. 11
Para. 1, [90T1].

Those of other nations who have conducted war have had but one
interest. Wth a disinterested zeal they have noved on to conquer or
die. Leading nmen in the Revolution acted unitedly, with zeal, and by
t hat means they gained their independence. Now nen act |ike denons,

i nstead of human beings. p. 11, Para. 2, [90T].

Sat an has, through his angels, communicated to these who were cool



cal cul ating nen when left to thenselves, and they have given up their
judgment and have been led by these lying spirits into very difficult
pl aces, where they have nmet with dreadful slaughter, and have been
repul sed. It suits his Satanic majesty well to see sl aughter and
carnage upon the earth. He loves to see the poor sol diers mwed down
like grass. | saw that the rebels have been in positions often where
they could have been subdued wi thout nuch effort; but the

comuni cations fromspirits have led the generals, and blinded their
eyes, until the rebels were beyond their reach. And sonme general s had
rather the rebels would escape, than to subdue them They think nore of
the darling institution of slavery, than of the prosperity of the
nati on. These are anong the reasons why the war is so protracted. p
11, Para. 3, [90T].

Informati on sent by our generals to Washi ngton of the novenment of our
armes, mght nearly as well be tel egraphed directly to the rebe
forces. There are rebel synpathizers right in the heart of the noving
authorities. This war is unlike any other. The great |ack of union of
feeling and action, nakes it | ook dark and di scouragi ng. Many of the
sol di ers have thrown off restraint, and have sunken to an al arm ng
state of degradation. How can God go forth with such a corrupt army?
How can God, according to his honor, defeat their enemes, and | ead
themon to victory? There is discord, and strife for honor, while the
poor sol diers are dying by thousands on the battle-field, or fromtheir
wounds and from exposure and hardships. p. 11, Para. 4, [90T].

This war is the npst singular war, and, at the same tine, the npst
horri bl e and heart-sickening, of any previous war. O her nations are

| ooki ng on with disgust at the transactions of the armies of both North
and South. They see such a determned effort to protract the war at
such an enornous sacrifice of |ife and noney, and at the sane tinme
nothing really gained, it looks to themlike a strife to see which can
kill the nost nen. They are indignant. p. 12, Para. 1, [90T].

| saw that the rebellion had been steadily increasing, and that it had
never been nore deternmined than at the present nmonment. Many professed
Uni on men, hol ding inportant positions, are disloyal at heart. Their
only object in taking up arns was to preserve the union as it was, and
slavery with it. They would heartily chain down the slave to his life
of galling bondage, had they the privilege. Such have a strong degree
of synpathy with the South. Blood has been poured out |ike water, and
for naught. In every town and village there is nmourning. Wves are
mourni ng for their husbands, and nothers are mourning the |loss of their
sons, and sisters their brothers. And notwithstanding all this
suffering, they do not turn to God. p. 12, Para. 2, [90T].

| saw that both the South and the North were being punished. In regard
to the South, | was referred to Deut. xxxii, 35-37: "To ne bel ongeth
vengeance and reconpense: their foot shall slide in due tinme; for the
day of their calamty is at hand, and the things that shall cone upon
them make haste. For the Lord shall judge his people, and repent

hi msel f for his servants; when he seeth that their power is gone, and
there is none shut up or left, and he shall say, Were are their gods,
their rock in whomthey trusted?" p. 12, Para. 3, [90T1].

[Note: This section was obtained from another book.] Bad Use of the
Visions. p. 26, Para. 1, [90T].



| have been shown that sone, especially in lowa, meke the visions a
rule to neasure all by, and have taken a course which nmy husband and
mysel f have never pursued in our |abors. Sone are unacquainted with nme
and ny | abors, and they are very skeptical of anything bearing the nane
of visions. This is all natural, and can only be overcone by
experience. |f individuals are not settled, they should not be crowded
of f. The course to pursue with such may be found in Testinony No. 8.
pp. 32, 33, which | hope will be read by all. There is a supply of No.
8 at the Office. Mnisters should have conpassion of some, naking a
difference. Others save with fear, pulling themout of the fire. God's
m ni sters should have wisdomto give to every one his portion of neat,
and to nmake that difference with individuals which their case requires.
The course pursued with some in Iowa who are unacquainted with ne, has
not been a careful and consistent one. Those who were conparatively
strangers to the visions, have been dealt with in the sane nmanner that
they would deal with those who have had nuch |ight and experience in
the visions. Sonme have been required to endorse the visions when they
could not conscientiously do so, and in this way sone honest souls have
been driven to take positions against the visions, and agai nst the
body, which they never would have taken, had their case been managed
with discretion and mercy. p. 26, Para. 1, [90T].

There are those who have have bad | ong experience, and have for years
been acquainted with ne, and with the influence of the visions. They
have tested their truthful ness,and asserted their belief in them They
have felt the powerful influence of the Spirit of God resting upon them
to witness to the truthfulness of the visions. If such, when reproved
t hrough vision, rise up against them and oppose, and work secretly to
injure our influence, they should be dealt faithfully with, for their
i nfluence i s endangering those who | ack experience. p. 26, Para. 2,
[90T].

M ni sters of present truth, while they bear a pointed testinony,
reprovi ng i ndividual wongs, and seeking to tear away the idols from
the canp of Israel, nust manifest forbearance. They shoul d preach the
truth in its solemity and inportance. The truth received in the heart,
wi Il accomplish that for the receiver which nothing else can. If the
m ni ster presents the truth in the denonstration of the Spirit, and it
does not cut away the idols, to denounce and bear down upon the
i ndividual, will not doit. It nmay appear that sone are joined to their
idols, yet | saw that they should be very reluctant to give up the poor
decei ved ones. They should ever bear in mind that we are all erring
nortals, and that Christ exercises much pity for our weakness, and
| oves us although we err. If God should deal with us as we often dea
wi th each other, we should be consuned. While mnisters preach the
plain, cutting truths, they nust let the truth do the cutting and
hewi ng, not do it thenselves. They should lay the axe (the truths of
God's word) at the root of the tree, and sonmething will be
acconpl i shed. Pour out the testinobny just as straight as it is found in
the word of God, with a heart full of the warnmi ng, quickening influence
of the Spirit of God, all in tenderness, yearning for souls, and the
wor k anpong God's people will be effectual. Wiy there is so little of
the Spirit of God nanifested, is because ninisters learn to do without
it. They lack the grace of God; |ack forbearance and patience; |ack a
spirit of consecration and sacrifice; and this is the only reason why
sonme are doubting the evidences of God's word. The trouble is not, at



all in the word of God, but in thenselves. They |lack the grace of God;

| ack devotion, personal piety and holiness. This | eads themto be
unstabl e, and throws them often on the Devil's battle-field. | saw
however pious nmen may have appeared to be; however strong they may have
advocated the truth; when they begin to talk unbelief in regard to sone
scriptures which caused themto doubt the inspiration of the Bible, be
afraid of them for God is at a great distance fromthem p. 26, Para.
3, [90T1].

PARENTS and CHI LDREN. p. 26, Para. 4, [90T].

| have been shown that while parents who have the fear of God before
themrestrain their children, they should study their dispositions and
tenperanments, and should seek to neet their wants. Some parents attend
carefully to the tenmporal wants of their children: if sick, they kindly
and faithfully nurse them and then think their duty done. They m stake
here. Their work has but just begun. The wants of the mind should be
cared for. It requires skill to apply the proper renedies to cure a
wounded nmind. Children have trials just as hard to bear, just as
grievous in character, as ol der people. Parents do not always fee
alike. Their mnds are often perplexed. They |abor under m staken views
and feelings. Satan buffets them and they yield to his tenptations.
They speak irritably, and in a manner to excite wath in their
children, and are sonetines exacting and fretful. The poor children
partake of the sane spirit, and the parents are not prepared to help
them for they were the cause of the trouble. Sonetines everything
seens to go wong. It is fretfulness all around, and all have a very
m serabl e, unhappy tine of it. The parents lay the wong upon their
poor children, and think themvery disobedient and unruly, and the
worst children in the world, when the cause of the disturbance is in
thensel ves. In this manner sone parents raise many a storm by their
| ack of self-control. Instead of kindly asking the children to do this,
or that, they are ordered in a scolding tone, and at the same tine a
censure or reproof is on their lips which the children have not
merited. This course, pursued toward children, destroys their
cheerful ness and anbition. They do your bidding, not fromlove, but
because they dare not do otherwi se. Their heart is not in the matter
It is a drudgery, instead of a pleasure, which often | eads themto
forget to follow out all your directions, which increases your
irritation, and nmekes it stilt worse for the children. The fault-
finding is repeated, their bad conduct arrayed before themin gl ow ng
colors, until a discouragenent comes over the children, and they are
not particular whether they please or not. A spirit of "I don't care"
seizes them and they seek that pleasure and enjoynent away from hone,
away fromtheir parents, which they do not find at hone. They m ngle
with street conmpany, and are soon as corrupt as any of the worst. p.
28, Para. 1, [90T1].

Upon whom rests this great sin? If hone had been nade attractive, had
the parents mani fested | ove and affection for their children, and with
ki ndness found enploynent for them in love instructed them how to obey
their wi shes, they would have touched an answering cord in their
hearts. and their willing feet, and hands, and hearts, woul d have al
readi |y obeyed them Parents, by controlling thenselves, and speaking
ki ndly, and praising their children when they try to do right,
encourage their right efforts, make them very happy, and throw a charm
into the famly circle which will chase away every dark shadow, and



bring cheerful sunlight in. p. 28, Para. 2, [90T].

Parents sonetinmes excuse their own wong course because they do not
feel well. They are nervous, and cannot, they think, be patient and
calm and speak pleasantly. They deceive thenmselves in this thing, and
pl ease Satan. He exults that the grace of God is not allowed by them as
sufficient to overcone natural infirmties. They can, and should, at
all times, control thenselves. God requires it of them They should
realize that when they give way to fretful ness and inpatience they
cause others to suffer. Those around them are affected by the spirit
they manifest, and if they in their turn act out the same spirit, the
evil is increased, and everything goes wong. p. 29, Para. 1, [90T].

Parents, when you feel fretful, you should not commt so great a sin
as to poison the whole famly with this dangerous irritability. At such
times set a double watch over yourself, and resolve in your heart not
to offend with your Iips. Nothing but pleasant, cheerful words should

escape fromyour lips. Say to yourself, "I will not mar the happi ness
of my children by a fretful word." By thus controling yourself, you
will grow stronger. Your nervous systemw ||l not be so sensitive. You
will be strengthened by the principles of right. The consciousness in
your heart that you are faithfully discharging your duty, wll
strengthen you. Angels of God will smle upon your efforts, and help
you. When you feel inpatient, you too often think it is all in your

children, and you bl anme them when they do not deserve it. At another
time they m ght do the very same things, and all be acceptable and
right. Children know, and mark, and feel these irregularities, and they
are not always alike. Sonetines they are better prepared to neet
changeabl e noods, and at other tinmes they are nervous, and fretful, and
cannot bear censure. Their spirit rises up in rebellion against it.
Parents want all due allowance nade for their state of mind, yet do not
al ways see the necessity of naking the sane all owance for their poor
children. They excuse in thenselves that, which if they see in their
chil dren, who have not their years of experience and discipline, they
woul d highly censure. Sone parents are of a nervous tenperanent, and
when fatigued with | abor or oppressed with care, do not |abor to
preserve a cal mstate of mind, but manifest to those who should be
dearest to themon earth, fretful ness and |ack of forbearance, which

di spl eases God, and brings a cloud over the famly. Children, in their
troubl es, should often be soothed with tender synpathy. Mitual Kkindness
and forbearance will nmake hone a paradise, and attract holy angels into
the famly circle. p. 29, Para. 2, [90T].

The not her can and should do nuch toward controling her nerves and
m nd when it is depressed; and even when she is sick, she can, if she
only schools herself, be pleasant and cheerful, and can bear nore of
their noise than she would once have thought it possible. If
infirmties, or depression of spirits affect the nother, she should not
meke the children feel her infirmties, and cloud their young,
sensitive minds, and cause themto feel that the house is a tonmb, and
the nother's roomthe nost dismal place in the world. The mind and
nerves can gain tone, and strength, by exercising the will. The power
of the will in many cases will prove a m ghty soother of the nerves.
p. 29, Para. 3, [90T].

Do not let your children see you with a clouded brow. If they yield to
tenptation, and afterwards see and repent of their error, forgive them



just as freely as you hope to be forgiven of your Father in heaven.
Kindly instruct them and bind themto your hearts. It is a critica
time for children. Influences will be thrown around themto wean them
fromyou, which you nust counteract. Teach themto make you their
confident. Let them whisper in your ear their trials and joys. By
encouraging this, you will save themfrom many a snare that Satan has
prepared for their inexperienced feet. But if you treat your children
only with sternness, if you forget your own chil dhood, and forget that
they are but children, and try to nmake them perfect, and nmeke them nmen
and worren in their acts at once, you will close the door of access

whi ch you mi ght otherwi se have to your children, and you drive themto
open a door for injurious influences, to affect their young m nds, and
before you awake to their danger, their mnds have been poi soned by
others. p. 30, Para. 1, [90rT].

Satan and his host are nmeking nost powerful efforts to sway the m nds
of the children, and they nust be treated with candor, Christian
tenderness and love. This will give you a strong influence over them
and they will feel that they can repose unlimted confidence in you.
Throw around your children charns for home, and your society. If you do
this, they will not desire so much the society of other young
associ ates. Satan works through young associates to influence and
corrupt the minds of each other. It is the nost effectual way he can
wor k. Young associ ates have a powerful influence over one another
Their conversation is not always choice and el evated. Evi
comuni cations will be breathed into the ear, which, if not decidedly
resisted, find a | odgnent in the heart, take root, and spring up to
bear fruit, and corrupt their good manners. Because of the evils nowin
the world, and the restriction necessary to be placed upon the
children, parents should have double care to bind themto their hearts,
and | et them see they wish to make them happy. p. 30, Para. 2, [90T].

Parents should not forget their childhood years, how nuch they yearned
for synpathy and | ove, and how unhappy they felt when censured and
fretfully chided. They should be young again in their feelings. You
shoul d bring your nmind down to understand the wants of your children.
Wth firmess, all nixed with |ove, require your children to obey you.
Your word should be inplicitly obeyed. p. 31, Para. 1, [90T].

Angel s of God are watching the children with the deepest interest, to
see what characters they develop. If Christ dealt with us as we often
deal with each other and with our children. we should stunble and fal
through utter discouragenent. | saw that Jesus knows our infirnmties,
and hinmself hath felt their experience in all things but in sin,
therefore he hath proportioned a way and a path to our strength and
capacity, and like Jacob, hath marched softly and in evenness with the
children as they were able to endure, that he might entertain us by the
confort of his company, and be to us a perpetual guide. He does not
despi se, neglect, or |leave behind the children of the flock. p. 31
Para. 2, [90T].

He has not bid us to nove forward and | eave them He has not travel ed
so hastily as to leave us with our children behind. O no, but he has
evened the path to life, even for children. And parents are required in
his name to |l ead them al ong the narrow way. God has proportioned a way
and a path according to the strength and capacity of children. p. 32,
Para. 1, [90T].



| have been shown that the tine has come for nore effective |labor in
the East. The necessity of organization and order is at last felt in
the East. Mnisters will not now be obliged to | abor under such
di scouragenents as before. The angel of mercy is hovering over the
East. Said the angel, "Strengthen the things that remain. Proclaimthe
nmessage to those who have not heard it." p. 32, Para. 2, [90T].

There are those in the East who will be in danger of going to extrenes
when the Lord shall revive his work anmong them They shoul d renmenber
that the Lord renoved his work fromthemto the West, to hunble them
and to subdue an independent, rebellious spirit in them and |ead them
to better prize the efforts of his faithful servants. p. 32, Para. 3,
[90T].

[ Note: The page nunbers correspond again with the book in which
Nunbers 1 thru 10 was published.] p. 32, Para. 4, [90T].

DANGERS and DUTY of M NI STERS. p. 114, Para. 1, [90T].
I have been shown that nore can be acconplished now, by l|aboring in

pl aces where a few have been raised up, than in entirely new fields,
unl ess the opening is very good. A few who really believe the truth, in

different towns, will exert an influence, and excite inquiry in m nds
inregard to their faith; and if their lives are exenplary, their |ight
will shine, and they will have a gathering influence. And yet | was

shown places were the truth has not been proclai ned, which should be
visited soon. But the great work now to be acconplished, is to bring up
the people of God to engage in the work, and exert a holy influence.
They shoul d act the part of |aborers, with wisdom and caution and | ove,
| abor for the salvation of neighbors and friends. There is too distant
a feeling manifested. The cross is not laid right hold of, and borne as
it should be. Al should feel that they are their brother's keeper

that they are in a great degree responsible for souls around them p
114, Para. 2, [90T].

The brethren err when they |leave this work all to the mnisters. The
harvest is great, and the | aborers are few. Those who are of good
repute, whose lives are in accordance with their faith, can be worknen.
They can converse, and urge the inportance of the truth upon others
around them They nust not wait for the mnisters, and neglect a plain
duty which God has left for themto perform p. 114, Para. 3, [90T].

Some of our mnisters feel but little disposition to take the burden
of the work of God upon them and |abor with that disinterested
benevol ence which characterized the mssion and life of our divine
Lord. The churches, as a general thing, are farther advanced than sone
of the ministers. They have had faith in, and have acted upon the
testi noni es God has been pleased to give, while sone of the preachers
are far behind. They profess to believe the testinony borne, and sone
of them make theman iron rule for those who have had no experience in
reference to them and thereby do hurt; but they fail to carry them out
t hensel ves. They have had repeated testinonies which they have utterly
di sregarded. The course of such is not consistent. p. 114, Para. 4,
[90OrT].

The people of God generally feel a united interest in the spread of



the truth. They cheerfully contribute to give to those who | abor in
word and doctrine a liberal support. And | saw that it was the duty of
t hose who have the responsibility of distributing neans, to see that
the liberalities of the church are not squandered. Sone of these

i beral brethren have been | aboring for years with shattered nerves and
broken down constitutions, caused through excessive hard |abor in the
past to obtain possessions here, and now as they freely give a portion
of their substance, which has cost them so nuch, it is the duty of

t hose who | abor in word and doctrine to manifest, at |east, a
correspondi ng zeal and self-sacrifice equal to that shown by these
brethren. p. 114, Para. 5, [90T].

God' s servants nmust go out free. They nust know their whereabouts.
There is power in Christ and his salvation to nake them free nmen, and
unl ess they are free, they cannot build up his church and gather in
souls. WIIl God send a man out to rescue souls fromthe snare of Satan
when his own feet are entangled in the net? God's servants nust not be
wavering. If their feet are sliding, how can they say to those of a
fearful heart, Be strong? God would have his servants hold up the
feebl e hands, and strengthen the wavering. Those who are not prepared
to do this, had better first |abor for thenselves, and pray until they
be endued with power fromon high. p. 115, Para. 1, [90OT].

God is displeased with the |ack of self-denial In sonme of his
servants. They have not the burden of the work upon them A death-Iike
stupor is upon them Angels of God stand amazed, and ashamed of this
| ack of self-denial and perseverance. p. 115, Para. 2, [90T].

Wil e the Author of our salvation was |aboring and suffering for us,
he denied hinself, and his whole |ife was one continued scene of toi
and privation. He could have passed his days on earth in ease and
pl enty, and appropriated to hinself the pleasures of this life; but he
consi dered not his own convenience. He lived to do others good. He
suffered to save others fromsuffering. He endured to the end. He
finished the work which was given himto do. Al this was to save us
fromruin. And now, can it be that we, the unworthy objects of so great
love, will seek a better position in this Iife, than was given to our
Lord? Every moment of our lives we have been partakers of the bl essings
of his great |ove, and for this very reason we cannot fully realize the
dept hs of ignorance and m sery we have been saved from Can we | ook
upon hi m whom our sins have pierced, and not be willing to drink with
himthe bitter cup of humliation and sorrow? Can we | ook upon Chri st
crucified, and wish to enter his kingdomin any other way than through
much tribulation? p. 116, Para. 1, [90T].

The preachers are not all given up to the work of God, as he requires
themto be. Sone have felt that the | ot of a preacher was hard, because
they had to be separated fromtheir fanmlies. They forget that once it
was harder |aboring than it is now. Once there were but few friends of
the cause. They forget those upon whom God | aid the burden of the work
in the past. There were but few, then, who received the truth as the
result of much | abor. God's chosen servants wept and prayed for the
cl ear understanding of truth. They suffered privation and nmuch self-
denial, in order to spread the truth. Step by step they foll owed as
God' s opening providence |led the way. They did not study their
conveni ence, or shrink at hardships. God, through these nmen, prepared
the way, and the truth has been made plain to the understandi ng of



every honest mind. Every thing has been made ready to the hands of

m ni sters who have since enbraced the truth, and sonme of these have
failed to take upon themthe burden of the work. They seek for an
easier lot, a |less self-denying position. This earth is not the
resting-place of Christians, much | ess for the chosen mnisters of God.
They forget that Christ left his riches and glory in Heaven, and cane
to die, and has commanded us to | ove one another even as he has | oved
us. They forget those who wandered about in sheepskins and goat skins,
and were afflicted and tornented, of whomthe world was not worthy. p
116, Para. 2, [90T1].

I was shown the Wal denses, and what they suffered for their religion
They conscientiously studied the word of God, and lived up to the light
whi ch shone upon them They were persecuted and driven fromtheir
homes. Their possessions, obtained by hard | abor, were taken from them
and their houses were burned. They fled to the nountains and suffered
i ncredi bl e hardshi ps. They endured hunger, fatigue, cold, and
nakedness. The only clothing many of them could obtain, was the skins
of animals. And yet the scattered and homel ess ones woul d get together
to unite their voices in singing and praising God, that they were
accounted worthy to suffer for Christ's name. They encouraged and
cheered each other, and were grateful for even their m serable retreat.
Many of their children sickened and died through exposure to cold, and
the sufferings of hunger; yet the parents did not for a nonent think of
yielding their religion. They prized the |ove and favor of God far
hi gher than earthly ease, or worldly riches. They received consol ation
from God, and with pleasing anticipations |ooked forward to the
reconpense of reward. p. 116, Para. 3, [90T].

I was again shown Martin Luther. God raised himup to do a specia
wor k. How precious was the knowl edge of truth revealed in the word of
God to Luther. H's mind was starving for sonething sure upon which to
build his hope that God would be his Father, and Heaven his hone. The
new and precious |ight which dawed upon himfromthe word of God, was
of priceless value. He thought if he went forth with it, he could
convince the world. He stood up against the ire of a fallen church, and
strengt hened those who with himwere feasting upon the rich truths
contained in the word of God. Luther was God's chosen instrunment to
tear off the garb of hypocrisy fromthe papal church, and expose her
corruption. He raised his voice jealously, and in the power of the Holy
Spirit cried out against, and rebuked the existing sins of the |eaders
of the people. He counted not his Iife dear unto him Proclamations
went forth to kill Luther anywhere he m ght be found. He seened left to
the nmercies of a superstitious people who were obedient to the head of
the Rom sh church. p. 117, Para. 1, [90T].

Lut her knew that he was not safe anywhere, yet he trenbled not. The

light he saw and feasted upon, was life, life to him and was of nore
value than all the treasures of earth. Earthly treasures he knew would
fail, but the rich truths opened to his understandi ng, operating upon

his heart, would live, and if obeyed, would lead himto imortality.
p. 117, Para. 2, [90T].

Here was one | one man who had stirred the rage of priests and people.
He was summned to Augsburg to answer for his faith. He obeyed the
sumons. Firm and undaunted he stood before those who had caused the
world to trenble--a neek | anb surrounded by angry |ions--yet for the



truth's sake, and for Christ's sake, he stood up undaunted, and with
holy el oquence, which the truth can al one inspire, he gave the reasons
of his faith. They tried various neans to silence the bold advocate for
truth. They flattered and hel d out inducenents; he should be exalted
and honored; but life and honors were valueless to him if purchased at
the sacrifice of the truth. Brighter and clearer shone the word of God
upon his understanding, giving hima nore vivid sense of the errors,
corruptions, and hypocrisy, of the papacy. Hi s enem es sought to
intimdate him and cause himto renounce his faith, but he boldly
stood in the defense of the truth. He was ready to die for his faith,
if God required; but to yield it--never. God preserved his life. He
bade angels attend him and bring himthrough the storny conflict,
unharmed, and he baffled the rage and purposes of his enemes. p. 118,
Para. 1, [90T].

The calm dignified power of Luther hunbled his enenmes, and dealt a
nost dreadful blow to the papacy. The great and proud nmen in power
meant he should atone by his blood for the m schief he had done. Their
pl ans were |laid, but a nmightier than they had charge of Luther. His
wor k was not finished. p. 118, Para. 2, [90T].

The friends of Luther hastened his departure from Augsburg. He | eaves
in the night, nmounted upon a horse, without bridle, wthout boots or
spurs, and unarned. Wth great weariness he performs his journey, unti
he is anpbng his friends. p. 119, Para. 1, [90T].

Agai n the indignation of the papacy is aroused. They are determined to
stop the nouth of that fearless advocate of truth. They summon himto
Worns, fully determined to nmake himanswer for his folly. He was in
feeble health, yet he did not excuse hinself. He knew the dangers wel
that were before him He knew that his powerful enem es would take any
nmeasure to silence him They cried for his blood as eagerly as the Jews
clanored for the bl ood of the Son of God. Yet he trusted in that God
who preserved the three worthies in the burning fiery furnace. Hs
anxiety and care were not for hinself. He sought not his own ease, but
his great anxiety was, that the truth, to himso precious, be not
exposed to the insults of the ungodly. He was ready to die, rather than
allow his enemes to triunmph. As he entered Worns, thousands of persons
pressed around and followed him Enperors, and those in the highest
authority, were attended with no greater conpany. The excitement was
intense; and one in that throng, with a shrill and plaintive voice,
chanted a funeral dirge, to instruct and warn Luther of what awaited
him Luther had counted the cost, and was ready to seal his testinony
with his blood, if God so ordained. p. 119, Para. 2, [90T].

He was about to appear to answer for his faith before a npbst inposing
assenbly. Luther |ooked to God in faith for strength. For a little tine
his courage and faith were tested. Perils in every formwere presented
before him He becane sad. C ouds gathered around him and hid the face
of God fromhim He longed to go forth with a confident assurance that
God was with him He could not be satisfied unless he was shut in with
God. Wth broken cries he sends up his agonizing prayer to God. Hi s
spirit at tines seenmed to faint, as his enenies, in his imagination
mul tiplied before him He trenmbled at his danger. | saw that God in his
wi se providence prepared himin this way that he m ght not forget in
whom to trust and that he should not rush on presunptuously into
danger. As his own instrunent God was fitting himfor the great work



before him p. 119, Para. 3, [90T].

Luther's prayer was heard. Hi s courage and faith returned as he net
his enem es. There he stood, neek as a |l anb, surrounded by the great
men of the earth. Like angry wolves they fastened their eyes upon him
hoping to awe himwi th their power and greatness. He had taken hold of
the strength of God, and feared not. His words were spoken with such
maj esty and power his enenm es could do nothing against him God was
speaki ng through Luther. And he had brought together enperors, and
prof essed wi se nen, that he mght publicly bring to naught their
wi sdom and that they all mght see the strength and firmmess of feeble
man who is | eaning upon God, his eternal rock. p. 120, Para. 1, [90T].

The cal m bearing of Luther was a striking contrast to the passion and
rage exhibited by those so-called great nen. They could not frighten
himinto a recantation of the truth. In noble sinplicity and calm
firmess he stood |ike a rock. The opposition of his enemes, their
rage and threats, would, like the m ghty wave, surge against him and
break harm ess at his feet. He remmi ned unnoved. They were chagrined to
have their power, which had caused kings and nobles to trenmble, thus
despi sed by a hunble man. They | onged to make him feel their power by
torturing his life away. But no, a mightier power than potentates of
earth had charge of this fearless witness. God had a work for himto
do. He nust suffer yet for the truth. He nust see it wade through
bl oody persecutions. He nmust see it clothed in sackcloth, and covered
with reproach by fanatics. He nust live to justify it, and be its
def ender, when the mighty powers of earth should seek to tear it down.
He nmust live to see it tear away the errors and superstitions of
papacy, and triunph. Luther gained a victory at Wrnms whi ch weakened
t he papacy, and the news of which spread to other kingdons and nations.
It was an effectual blow struck in favor of the Reformation. p. 120,
Para. 2, [90T].

M ni sters who are preaching present truth were held up to ne in
contrast with the | eading nen of the Reformati on, and especially was
Luther's devoted, zealous life placed along side of the lives of sone
of our preachers. His undying Iove for the truth, his courage, his calm
firmess, his self-denial, his trials and sacrifices, his suffering at
ti mes the deepest anguish of soul, while standing in defense of the
truth. Yet he nurnmured not. His life was hunted like a wild beast of
prey, yet he endured all cheerfully for Christ's sake. p. 120, Para.

3, [90T].

The last merciful nessage is entrusted to God's hunble, faithfu
servants of this tinme. God has |ed along those who woul d not shun
responsibility, and has |laid burdens upon them and has through them
laid out a plan for systematic benevol ence to present to his people. In
this all can engage, and work in harnony. This systemhas |iberally
sust ai ned preachers and the cause. It has been carried out. It has
wor ked |i ke magi c. The people have heartily responded to the call, and
prized the system as soon as the preachers ceased their opposition
and stood out of their way. Every thing is made conveni ent and easy for
the preachers, that they may work, free from enbarrassnent. The people
have taken hold with a will and an interest which is not to be found
anong any other class of people. And God is displeased with preachers
who now conplain, and fail to throw their whole energies into this all-
i mportant work. They are without excuse, yet sone are deceived, and



think that they are sacrificing much, and are having a hard tine, when
they do not know really anything about suffering, self-denial, or want.
They may often be weary, so would they be if they were dependent on
manual | abor for a support. p. 121, Para. 1, [90T].

Sone have thought it would be easier |laboring with their hands, and
have often expressed their choice to do so. They do not know what they
are tal king about. They are deceiving thensel ves. Sone have very
expensive famlies that nust be provided for, and they | ack managenent.
They do not realize that they are indebted to the cause of God for
their hones and all that they have. They have not realized how nmuch it
costs to live. Should they engage in manual |abor, they would not be
free fromanxi ety and weari ness. They could not, while laboring to
support their own fanmlies, be sitting down at their own firesides. p.
121, Para. 2, [90rT].

It is only a few weary hours that a laboring man, with a famly
dependent upon him for support, can spend with his fanmly at honme. Sone
m ni sters do not |ove industrious |abor. A dissatisfaction has been
cherished, which is very unreasonable. God has marked every murnmnuring
t hought, and word, and feeling. Heaven feels insulted at such an
exhi biti on of weakness, and |ack of devotion to the cause of God. Sone
have given a willing ear to the tenpter, talked out their unbelief, and
have wounded t he cause. Satan has clains upon them for they have not
recovered thenselves fromhis snare. They have behaved thensel ves |ike
chil dren who were whol |y unacquainted with the wiles of Satan. They
have had sufficient experience, and should have understood his
wor ki ngs. He has suggested doubts to their mnds, and instead of
repelling them at once, they have reasoned and parleyed with the arch-
decei ver, and listened to his reasonings as though charmed by the old
serpent. p. 122, Para. 1, [90T].

A few texts which were not perfectly explainable to the satisfaction
of their own minds, have been sufficient to shake the whole structure
of truth, and to obscure the plainest facts of the word of God. These
men are erring nortals. They have not perfect w sdom and know edge in
all the Scriptures. Sone passages are placed beyond the reach of human
m nds, until such a tinme as God chooses, in his own wi sdom to open
them Satan has been | eading sone on a trail which leads to certain
infidelity. They have suffered their unbelief to becloud the
har moni ous, glorious chain of truth, and have acted as though it was
their business to solve every difficult passage of Scripture, or our
faith was faulty. p. 122, Para. 2, [90T].

| saw that those who have an evil heart of unbelief, will doubt, and
will think it noble and a virtue to doubt the word of God. Those who
think it a virtue to qui bble can have plenty of roomto disbelieve the
inspiration and truths of God's word. God does not conpel any to
beli eve. They can choose to rely upon the evidences he has been pl eased
to give, or doubt, and cavil, and perish. p. 123, Para. 1, [90T].

I was shown that those who are troubled with infidelity and doubts
shoul d not go out to labor for others. That which is in the mnd nust
flow out, and they realize not the effect of a hint, or the snall est
doubt expressed. Satan mekes it a barbed arrow. It acts like a slow
poi son, which, before the victimis made sensible of his danger, has
affected the whole system and underm ned a good constitution, and



finally ends in death. It is just so with the poison of unbelief, and
doubts upon Scripture facts. One who has influence, hints, or throws a
doubt into m nds suggesting that which Satan has suggested to them

that one scripture contradicts another, and in a very w se nmanner, as

t hough they had found out some wonderful nystery, which had been hid
frombelievers and the holy in every age of the world, cast their

m dni ght darkness into other minds. They |lose the relish they have had
for the truth, and come out infidels. Al this is the work of a few

wor ds spoken, which had a hidden power, because they seened involved in
mystery. p. 123, Para. 2, [90T].

This is the work of a cunning Devil. Those who are troubled with
doubts, and have difficulties which they cannot sol ve, should not throw
ot her weak mnds into the sane perplexity. Sonme have hinted, or have
tal ked their unbelief, and have passed on little dream ng of the effect
produced. The seeds of unbelief, in sone instances, have taken
i medi ate effect, and in some cases have lain buried quite a | ength of
time, until the individuals take a wong course, and give place to the
enemny, and the light of God is withdrawn fromthem and they fall under
t he powerful tenptations of Satan. Then the seeds of infidelity spring
up, which were sown so | ong ago. Satan nourishes them and they bear
fruit. Anything comng from m ni sters, who should stand in the |ight,
has a powerful influence. And when they have not stood in the clear
light of God, Satan has used them as agents, and has through them
transmitted his fiery darts to m nds not prepared to resist what has
come fromtheir mnisters. p. 123, Para. 3, [90T].

| saw that mnisters, as well as people, have a warfare before them
to resist the Devil. It is a cruel position for mnistering brethren to
be in, serving the purposes of Satan, by listening to his whisperings,
and letting himcaptivate their mnds and guide their thoughts. And
their nost grievous sin in the sight of God is, their talking out their
unbelief, and drawing other m nds into the sanme dark channel, thus
suffering Satan to carry out a two-fold purpose in tenpting them He
unsettles the mnd of one whose course has encouraged his tenptations,
and then | eads that one to unsettle the mnds of many. p. 124, Para.
1, [90OT].

| saw that it was time that the watchmen upon the walls of Zion
understood the responsibility and sacredness of their mission. They
should feel that a we is upon themif they do not performthe work God
has commtted to them If they becone unfaithful, they are endangering
the safety of the flock of God, endangering the cause of truth, and
exposing it to the ridicule of our enemes. Oh, what a work is this! It
will surely nmeet its reward. Sone mnisters, as well as people, need
converting. They need to be torn to pieces and nade over new. Their
wor k anong the churches is worse than lost, and it would be nore
pl easing to God, while in their weak, tottering condition, for themto
cease their efforts to help others, and labor with their hands unti
they are converted. Then could they strengthen their brethren. p. 124,
Para. 2, [90T].

M ni sters must arouse. They profess to be generals in the arny of the
great King, and at the sane tine are synpathizers with the great rebe

| eader and his host. Sone have exposed the cause of God, and the sacred
truths of his word, to the reproaches of the rebel host. They have
renoved a portion of their arnor, and Satan has hurled in his poisoned



arrows. They have strengt hened the hands of the rebel |eaders, and
weakened t hensel ves, and caused Satan and his hellish clan to rear
their heads in triunph, and exult on account of the victory they have
et himgain. Ch, what a | ack of wi sdoml What blindness! Wat foolish
general ship, to open to their deadliest foes their weakest points! How
unli ke the course pursued by Luther. He was willing to sacrifice his
life, but the truth, never. His words are, "Let us only take care that
the gospel be not exposed to the insults of the ungodly, and let us
shed our blood in its defense rather than allow themto triunph. Wo
will say whether my life or ny death would contribute nost to the

sal vation of mnmy brethren?" p. 124, Para. 3, [90TI].

I was shown that God was not dependent upon any nman for the
advancenent of his cause. He is raising up and qualifying nmen to bear
the nessage to souls. He can make his strength perfect in the weakness
of men. The power is of God. Ready speech, el oquence, and great
talents, will not convert a single soul. The efforts in the pulpit may
stir up mnds, the plain argunents may be convincing, but God giveth
the increase. The power is of God, and godly nen, faithful, holy nen,
who carry out that which they preach in their every day life, wll
exert a saving influence. A powerful discourse may be delivered from
the desk, which may affect mnds; but a little inprudence upon the part
of the mnister out of the pulpit, a lack of gravity of speech, and

true godliness, will counteract his influence every tine, and do away
the good i npressions made by him The converts will be his. In many

i nstances they will seek to rise no higher than their preacher. There
will be in themno thorough heart work. They are not converted to God
The work is superficial. And their influence will be an injury to those

who are really seeking the Lord. The success of a mnister depends very
much upon his deportnment out of the desk. When they cease preaching,
and | eave the desk, their work is not finished. It is only commenced.
They must then carry out what they have preached. They should not npve
heedl essly, but set a watch over thenselves, |est something that they
may do and say nay be taken advantage of by the eneny, and a reproach
be brought up on the cause of Christ. p. 125, Para. 1, [90T].

M ni sters cannot be too guarded, especially before the young. They
shoul d use no |ightness of speech, no jesting or joking, but should
remenber that they are in Christ's stead, and that they nust illustrate
by exanple the Iife of Christ. "For we are | aborers together with God."
"We then as workers together with him beseech you also that ye receive
not the grace of God in vain." p. 125, Para. 2, [90T].

I was shown that the useful ness of young ministers, nmarried or
unmarried, is often destroyed by attachment shown to them by young
femal es. They do not realize that other eyes are upon them and that
the course pursued by them may have a tendency to very much injure the
i nfluence of the minister they give so nuch attention. If they would
strictly regard the rules of propriety, it would be nmuch better for
them and nuch better for their mnisters. It places himin a
di sagreeabl e position, and causes others to | ook upon himin a wong
light. Yet | saw that the burden of the matter rests upon the
m ni sters. They should show a distaste to these things, and if they
take the course God would have them they will not be troubled long. It
is their duty to cut off every appearance of evil, and when young
femal es are very sociable, it is their duty to I et them know such
things are not pleasing. They must repul se this forwardness, even if



they are thought to be rude. Such things need a rebuke, in order to
save the cause from being brought into disrepute. If young fenales are
converted to the truth, and to God, they can bear this, and will be
reformed. p. 126, Para. 1, [90T].

M ni sters should follow up their public | abors by private efforts,
| aboring personally for souls, whenever an opportunity presents,
conversing around the fireside, beseeching and entreating souls to seek
for those things which make for their peace. OQur work here is soon to
cl ose, and every man will receive his own reward according to his own
| abor. p. 126, Para. 2, [90T].

I was shown the saints' reward, the imortal inheritance, and saw t hat
those who had endured the nost for the truth's sake will not think they
have had a hard tinme, but will count Heaven cheap enough. p. 127,

Para. 1, [90T].

PARENTS and CHILDREN. p. 127, Para. 2, [90T1].

I have been shown that while parents who have the fear of God before
themrestrain their children, they should study their dispositions and
t enperanments, and should seek to neet their wants. Sone parents attend
carefully to the tenmporal wants of their children; if sick, they kindly
and faithfully nurse them and then think their duty done. They m stake
here. Their work has but just begun. The wants of the mnd should be
cared for. It requires skill to apply the proper renedies to cure a
wounded nind. Children have trials just as hard to bear, just as
grievous in character, as ol der people. Parents do not always fee
alike. Their mnds are often perplexed. They | abor under nistaken views
and feelings. Satan buffets them and they yield to his tenptations.
They speak irritably, and in a manner to excite wath in their
children, and are sonetinmes exacting and fretful. The poor children
partake of the sane spirit, and the parents are not prepared to help
them for they were the cause of the trouble. Sonetines everything
seens to go wong. It is fretfulness all around, and all have a very
m serabl e, unhappy tine of it. The parents lay the wong upon their
poor children, and think themvery disobedient and unruly, and the
worst children in the world, when the cause of the disturbance is in
t hemsel ves. In this manner sonme parents raise many a storm by their
| ack of self-control. Instead of kindly asking the children to do this,
or that, they are ordered in a scolding tone, and at the same tine a
censure or reproof is on their lips which the children have not
merited. This course, pursued toward children, destroys their
cheerful ness and anbition. They do your bidding, not fromlove, but
because they dare not do otherwi se. Their heart is not in the matter
It is a drudgery, instead of a pleasure, which often | eads themto
forget to follow out all your directions, which increases your
irritation, and mekes it still worse for the children. The fault-
finding is repeated, their bad conduct is arrayed before themin
glowi ng colors, until a discouragenment cones over the children, and
they are not particular whether they please or not. A spirit of "I
don't care" seizes them and they seek that pleasure and enjoynent away
fromhome, away fromtheir parents, which they do not find at hone.
They mingle with street conpany, and are soon as corrupt as any of the
worst. p. 127, Para. 3, [90T].

Upon whom rests this great sin? If home had been made attractive, had



the parents mani fested | ove and affection for their children, and with
ki ndness found enpl oynent for them in [ove instructed them how to obey
their wi shes, they would have touched an answering chord in their
hearts, and their willing feet, and hands, and hearts, would have al
readi |y obeyed them Parents, by controlling thenselves, and speaking
kindly, and praising their children when they try to do right,
encourage their right efforts, make them very happy, and throw a charm
into the famly circle which will chase away every dark shadow, and
bring cheerful sunlight in. p. 127, Para. 4, [90T].

Parents someti mes excuse their own wong course because they do not
feel well. They are nervous, and cannot, they think, be patient and
cal m and speak pleasantly. They deceive thenselves in this thing, and
pl ease Satan. He exults that the grace of God is not allowed by them as
sufficient to overcone natural infirmties. They can, and should, at
all tinmes, control thenselves. God requires it of them They should
realize that when they give way to fretful ness and i npati ence, they
cause others to suffer. Those around them are affected by the spirit
they manifest, and if they in their turn act out the same spirit, the
evil is increased, and everything goes wong. p. 128, Para. 1, [90T].

Parents, when you feel fretful, you should not conmmt so great a sin
as to poison the whole famly with this dangerous irritability. At such
times set a double watch over yourself, and resolve in your heart not
to offend with your Iips. Nothing but pleasant, cheerful words should

escape fromyour lips. Say to yourself; "I will not mar the happi ness
of ny children by a fretful word." By thus controlling yourself, you
will grow stronger. Your nervous systemw ||l not be so sensitive. You
wi |l be strengthened by the principles of right. The consciousness in
your heart that you are faithfully discharging your duty, wll
strengt hen you. Angels of God will smle upon your efforts, and help
you. When you feel inpatient, you too often think it is all in your

children, and you bl ame them when they do not deserve it. At another
time they mght do the very same things, and all be acceptable and
right. Children know, and mark and feel these irregularities, and they
are not always alike. Sonetines they are better prepared to neet
changeabl e noods, and at other times they are nervous, and fretful, and
cannot bear censure. Their spirit rises up in rebellion against it.
Parents want all due allowance made for their state of mind, yet do not
al ways see the necessity of nmaking the sane all owance for their poor
children. They excuse in thenselves that, which if they see in their
chil dren, who have not their years of experience and discipline, they
woul d highly censure. Sone parents are of a nervous tenperanent, and
when fatigued with | abor, or oppressed with care, do not |abor to
preserve a calmstate of mnd, but manifest to those who should be
dearest to themon earth, fretful ness and |ack of forbearance, which

di spl eases God, and brings a cloud over the famly. Children, in their
troubl es, should often be soothed with tender synpathy. Mitual kindness
and forbearance will make honme a paradi se, and attract holy angels into
the famly circle. p. 129, Para. 1, [90T].

The nother can and should do nmuch toward controlling her nerves and

m nd when it is depressed; and even when she is sick, she can, if she
only schools hersel f, be pleasant and cheerful, and can bear nore of
their noise than she would once have thought it possible. If
infirmties, or depression of spirits affect the nother, she should not
make the children feel her infirmties, and cloud their young,



sensitive mnds, and cause themto feel that the house is a tonmb, and
the nother's roomthe nost dismal place in the world. The mind and
nerves can gain tone, and strength, by exercising the will. The power
of the will in many cases will prove a m ghty soother of the nerves.
p. 129, Para. 2, [90T].

Do not let your children see you with a clouded brow. If they yield to
tenptation, and afterward see and repent of their error, forgive them
just as freely as you hope to be forgiven of your Father in Heaven.
Kindly instruct them and bind themto your hearts. It is a critica
time for children. Influences will be thrown around themto wean them
fromyou, which you nust counteract. Teach themto make you their
confident. Let them whisper in your ear their trials and joys. By
encouraging this, you will save themfrom many a snare that Satan has
prepared for their inexperienced feet. But if you treat your children
only with sternness, if you forget your own chil dhood, and forget that
they are but children, and try to nmake them perfect, and neke them nen
and wonren in their acts at once, you will close the door of access
whi ch you mi ght otherwi se have to your children, and you drive themto
open a door for injurious influences, to affect their young m nds, and
before you awake to their danger, their m nds have been poi soned by
others. p. 130, Para. 1, [90T].

Satan and his host are nmeking nost powerful efforts to sway the m nds
of the children, and they nust be treated with candor, Christian
tenderness, and love. This will give you a strong influence over them
and they will feel that they can repose unlimted confidence in you.
Throw around your children charns for home, and your society. If you do
this, they will not desire so much the society of other young
associ ates. Satan works through young associates to influence and
corrupt the mnds of each other. It is the nost effectual way he can
wor k. Young associ ates have a powerful influence over one another
Their conversation is not always choice and el evated. Evi
comuni cations will be breathed into the ear, which, if not decidedly
resisted, find a | odgnent in the heart, take root, and spring up to
bear fruit, and corrupt their good manners. Because of the evils nowin
the world, and the restriction necessary to be placed upon the
children, parents should have double care to bind themto their hearts,
and |l et them see they wish to make them happy. p. 130, Para. 2, [90T].

Parents should not forget their childhood years, how nuch they yearned
for synpathy and | ove, and how unhappy they felt when censured and
fretfully chided. They should be young again in their feelings. You
shoul d bring your nmind down to understand the wants of your children.
Wth firmess, all mxed with love, require your children to obey you.
Your word should be inplicitly obeyed. p. 131, Para. 1, [90T].

Angel s of CGod are watching the children with the deepest interest, to
see what characters they develop. If Christ dealt with us as we often
deal with each other, and with our children, we should stunble and fal
through utter discouragenent. | saw that Jesus knows our infirmties,
and hinself hath felt their experience in all things but in sin,
therefore he hath proportioned a way and a path to our strength and
capacity, and, like Jacob, hath marched softly and in evenness with the
children as they were able to endure, that he might entertain us by the
confort of his company, and be to us a perpetual guide. He does not
despi se, neglect, or |eave behind the children of the flock. p. 131



Para. 2, [90T].

He has not bid us to nove forward and | eave them He has not travel ed
so hastily as to |l eave us with our children behind. Ch, no, but he has
evened the path to life, even for children. And parents are required in
his name to |l ead them al ong the narrow way. God has proportioned a way
and a path according to the strength and capacity of children. p. 131
Para. 3, [90T].



