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Great Distress Com ng, And God's People Not Prepared For It. p. 58,
Para. 3, [70T].

| saw greater distress in the land than we have yet witnessed. | heard
groans and cries of distress. | saw |l arge conpanies in active battle. |
heard the boom ng of the cannon, the clash of arns, the hand-to-hand
fight. | heard the groans and prayers of the dying. The ground was
covered with the wounded and the dead. | saw desol ate, despairing
fam lies, and pinching want in many dwellings. | saw that even now many
fam lies are suffering want, but this will increase. The faces of many
fam lies | ooked haggard, pale, and pinched with hunger. | was shown
that the people of God should be closely united in the bonds of
Christian fell owship and | ove. God al one can be our shield and strength
inthis time of our national calamities. p. 58, Para. 4, [70T].

The peopl e of God shoul d awake. Their opportunities to spread the
truth should be inproved, for they will not thus last long. | was shown
di stress, and perplexity, and fanmine, in the |land; and Satan is now
seeking to hold God's people in a state of inactivity, to keep them
fromacting their part in spreading the truth, and that they nmay be at
| ast wei ghed in the balance and found wanting. p. 58, Para. 5, [70T].

| saw that God's people nmust take warning and di scern the signs of the
times. The signs of Christ's comng are too plain to be doubted; and in
vi ew of these things every one who professes the truth should be living
preachers. God calls upon all to awake; preachers and peopl e nust
awake. All Heaven is astir. The scenes of this earth's history are fast
closing. We are amid the perils of the last days. G eater perils are
before us, and yet we are not awake. This lack of activity and
earnestness in the cause of God is dreadful. This death-stupor is from
Satan. He controls the minds of unconsecrated Sabbat h-keepers, and
| eads themto be jeal ous of each other, faultfinding, and censorious.

It is Satan's special work to divide hearts, that the influence,
strength, and | abor, of God's servants nay be kept anpng unconsecrated
Sabbat h- keepers, and precious tine be occupied to settle little
di fferences, which should be spent in proclaimng to unbelievers the
truth. p. 58, Para. 6, [70TI].

I was shown God's people waiting for some change to take place--a
conpel ling power to take hold of them But they will be disappointed.
They are wong. They nust act. They nust take hold of the work
t henmsel ves, and earnestly cry unto God for a true know edge of
t henmsel ves. The scenes which are passing before us are of sufficient
magni tude to cause us to arouse. In view of these things we nust urge
the truth honme to the hearts of all whomwe can get to listen to it.



The harvest of the earth is nearly ripe. p. 59, Para. 1, [70T].

I was shown how inportant that mnisters be right who engage in the
sol ermm, responsible work of proclainmng the third angel's message. The
Lord is not straightened for means or instrunments to do his own work.
He can speak at any time by whomhe will, and his word is powerful and
wi |l acconplish the thing whereunto it is sent. But if the truth has
not sanctified, and nmade pure and cl ean the hands and heart of hi m who
mnisters in holy things, he is liable to speak according to his own
i mperfect experience; and when he speaks of hinmself, according to the
deci sions of his own unsanctified judgnment, his counsel is not then of
God, but of hinmself. As he that is called of God is called to be holy,
so he that is approved and set apart of men nust give evidence of his
holy calling, and show forth in his heavenly conversati on and conduct
that he is faithful to Hmwho hath called him p. 59, Para. 2, [70T].

| saw that there were fearful woes for those who preach the truth and
are not sanctified by it, and there are woes also for those who consent
to receive and maintain the unsanctified to minister to themin word
and doctrine, | amalarmed for the people of God who profess to believe
solem, inmportant truth, for I know that many who now profess to
believe the truth are not converted nor sanctified through the truth.
Men can hear and acknow edge the whole truth, and yet know not hi ng of
the power of godliness. Al who carry the truth will not thensel ves be
saved by the truth they preach. Said the angel, "Be ye clean that bear
the vessels of the Lord." p. 59, Para. 3, [70T].

| saw that the time has come when those who choose the Lord for their
present and future portion, nust trust in himalone. Every one
prof essi ng godl i ness nust have an experience of their own. The
recordi ng angel is making a faithful record of the words and acts of
God' s people. Angels are watching the devel opnent of character, and
wei ghi ng nmoral worth. p. 60, Para. 1, [70T1].

| saw that those who profess to believe the truth should be right
t henmsel ves, and exert all their influence to enlighten and win others
to the truth. Their words and works are the channel through which the
pure principles of truth and holiness are conveyed to the world. They
are the salt of the earth, and the light thereof. | saw that in | ooking
Heavenward we shall see |ight and peace, but in looking to the world we
shall see that every refuge nmust soon fail us, and every good soon pass
away. There is no help for us but in God, and in this state of earth's
confusion we cannot be conposed, strong, or safe, only in the strength
of living faith; nor can we be in peace, only as we rest in God, and
wait for his salvation. Greater |ight shines upon us than shone upon
our fathers. We cannot be accepted or honored of God in rendering the
same service, or doing the sane works, our fathers have done. In order
to be accepted and bl essed of God as our fathers were, we nust inmtate
their faithfulness and zeal,--inprove our |ight as they inproved
theirs,--and do as they would have done if they had lived in our day.
We nust inprove and walk in the |light which shines upon us, otherw se
our light will become darkness. God requires us to exhibit to the
world, in our character and works, that neasure of the Spirit, union,
and oneness, which are in accordance with the sacred truths we profess,
and the spirit of those prophecies that are being fulfilled in these
| ast days. The truth which has reached our understanding, the |ight
that has shone on the soul, will judge and condem us, if we turn away



and refuse to be led by them p. 60, Para. 2, [70T].

VWat shall | say to arouse the remant people of God? | was shown that
dreadful scenes are before us, and Satan and his angels are bringing
all their powers to bear upon God's people. He knows if they sleep a
little longer he is sure of them for their destruction is certain. |
warn all who profess the nane of Christ to closely exam ne thensel ves,
and nmake full and thorough confessions of all their wongs, and | et
t hem go beforehand to judgnment, that opposite their nanes the recording
angel may write, Pardon. If these precious, nerciful noments are not

i nproved, you are left w thout excuse. If you will nmake no specia
effort to arouse, if you will not manifest zeal in repenting, these
gol den nonments will soon pass, and you will be weighed in the bal ance
and found wanting, and then your agonizing cries will be of no avail
"Because | have called, and ye refused; | have stretched out ny hand,
and no nan regarded; but ye have set at naught all ny counsel, and
woul d none of my reproof: | also will laugh at your calamty, | will

nock when your fear coneth; when your fear conmeth as desol ati on, and
your destruction coneth as a whirlw nd; when distress and angui sh
comet h upon you. Then shall they call upon nme, but I will not answer;
they shall seek nme early, but they shall not find ne: for that they
hat ed know edge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord; they would
none of my counsel; they despised all ny reproof. Therefore shall they
eat of the fruit of their owm way, and be filled with their own
devices. For the turning away of the sinple shall slay them and the
prosperity of fools shall destroy them But whoso hearkeneth unto ne
shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet fromfear of evil." p. 61,
Para. 1, [70T].

Perilous Times. p. 62, Para. 1, [70T].

The unbelieving world will soon have sonething to think of beside
their dress and appearance; and as their nmnds are torn fromthese
things by distress and perplexity, they have nothing to turn to. They
are not prisoners of hope, and therefore do not turn to the Strong

Hol d. Their hearts will fail themfor repining and fear. They have not
made God their refuge, and he will not be their consol ati on then, but
will laugh at their calamty, and nock when their fear cometh. They

have despi sed and tranpled upon the truths of God's word. They have

i ndul ged i n extravagant dress, and have spent their lives in hilarity
and gl ee. They have sown to the wind, they nust reap the whirlwind. p.
62, Para. 2, [70T].

In the time of distress and perplexity of nations there will be many
who have not given thenselves wholly to the corrupting influences of
the world and the service of Satan, who will hunble thensel ves before

God, and turn to himwth their whole heart and find acceptance and
pardon. p. 62, Para. 3, [70T].

Those anpbng Sabbat h- keepers who have been unwilling to make any
sacrifice, but have yielded to the influence of the world, are to be
tested and proved. The perils of the |ast days are upon us, and a tria
is before the young which they have not anticipated. They are to be
brought into nost distressing perplexity. The genui neness of their
faith will be proved. They profess to be | ooking for the com ng of the
Son of man, yet sonme of them have been niserable exanples to
unbel i evers. They have not been willing to give up the world, but have



united with them have attended picnics, and other gatherings of

pl easure, flattering thenselves that they were engaging in innocent
amusement. Yet | was shown that it was just such indul gences that
separate them from God, and make them children of the world. God owns
not the pleasure, or anmusenent-seeker as his foll ower. He has given us
no such exanple. These only who are self-denying, and who live a life
of sobriety, humlity and holiness, are true foll owers of Jesus; and
such cannot engage in, and enjoy the frivolous, enpty conversation of
the lovers of the world. p. 62, Para. 4, [70T].

Isa. iii, was presented before ne. | was shown that this prophecy has
its application to these | ast days; and the reproofs are given to the
daughters of Zion who have thought only of appearance and di splay. Read
verse 25: "Thy nen shall fall by the sword, and thy nmighty in the war."
I was shown that this scripture will be strictly fulfilled. Young nen
and wonen professing to be Christians, yet having no Christian
experience, and having borne no burdens, and felt no individua
responsibility, are to be proved. They will be brought low in the dust,
and long for an experience in the things of God, which they failed to
obtain. p. 63, Para. 1, [70T].

Qur Duty To The Poor. p. 63, Para. 2, [70OT].

Inquiries are often nmade in regard to our duty to the poor who enbrace
the third nessage; and we have | ong been anxious to know, ourselves,
how to manage with discretion the cases of poor famlies who enbrace
the Sabbath. But while at Roosevelt, New York, August 3, 1861, | was
shown sone things in regard to the poor. p. 63, Para. 3, [70T].

God does not require our brethren to take charge of every poor famly
that shall enbrace this nessage. If they should do this, the work of
the nessengers to enter new fields nust cease, for the fund would be
exhausted. Many are poor fromtheir lack of diligence and econony, and
t hey know not how to use neans aright. If they should be helped it
woul d hurt them Sone will always be poor. If they should have the very
best advantages, their cases would not be hel ped. They have not good
cal cul ation, and would use all the nmeans they could obtain, be it much
or little. Some know not hi ng of denying self and econom zing to keep
out of debt, and get a little ahead for a time of need. If the church
shoul d hel p such individuals instead of |eaving themto rely upon their
own resources, they would injure themin the end; for they ook to the
church, and expect to receive help fromthem and do not practice self-
deni al and econony when they are well provided for. And if they do not
receive help every tine, Satan tenpts them and they becone jeal ous,
and very conscientious for their brethren, fearing they will fail to do
all their duty to them The nistake is on their own part. They are
decei ved. They are not the Lord's poor. p. 63, Para. 4, [70T].

The instructions given in the word of God in regard to hel ping the
poor do not touch such cases, but are for the unfortunate and
afflicted. God in his providence has afflicted individuals to test and
prove others. Wdows and invalids are in the church to prove a blessing
to the church. They are part of the means God has chosen to devel op the
true character of Christ's professed followers, and to call into
exercise the precious traits of character manifested by our
conpassi onate Redeener. p. 64, Para. 1, [70T].



Many who are single, and can but barely live, choose to marry and
raise a famly, when they know they have nothing to support them And
worse than this, they have no fanmi |y government. Their whole course in
their famly is marked with their | oose, slack habits. They have but
little control of thenselves, are passionate, inpatient, and fretful
Such enbrace the nmessage, and then feel that they are entitled to
assistance fromtheir nore wealthy brethren; and if their expectations
are not net, they conplain of the church, and accuse them of not |iving
out their faith. Wo nust be the sufferers in this case? Must the cause
of God be sapped, and the treasury in different places exhausted, to
take care of these large famlies of poor? No. The parents nust be the
sufferers. They will not as a general thing suffer any greater |ack
after they enbrace the Sabbath than they did before. p. 64, Para. 2,
[70O1].

There is an evil anong sone of the poor which will certainly prove
their ruin unless they overcone it. They have enbraced the truth with
their coarse, rough, uncultivated, habits, and it takes sone tinme for
themto see and realize their coarseness, and that it is not in
accordance with the character of Christ. They | ook upon others who are
nore orderly and refined, as being proud, and you may hear them say,
"The truth brings us all down upon a level." Here is an entire m stake,
in thinking that the truth brings the receiver down. It brings himup
refines his taste, sanctifies his judgnent, and if lived out, is
continually fitting himfor the society of holy angels in the city of
God. The truth is designed to bring us all up upon a level. p. 64,
Para. 3, [70T].

The nore able should ever act a noble, generous, part in their dea
with their poorer brethren, and al so give them good advice, and then
| eave themto fight life's battles through. I was shown that a nost
sol etm duty rests upon the church, to have an especial care for the
destitute wi dows, orphans, and invalids. p. 65, Para. 1, [70T].

Power of Exanple. p. 65, Para. 2, [70T].

In the epistle of Paul to Titus, chap. ii, 13, 14, we read, "Looking
for that bl essed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave hinself for us that he m ght redeem
us fromall iniquity, and purify unto hinself a peculiar people,
zeal ous of good works." This great work is to be perforned for those
only who are willing to be purified, willing to be peculiar, and who
mani fest a zeal in good works. How many shrink fromthe purifying
process! They are unwilling to live out the truth, unwilling to appear
singular in the eyes of the world. It is this mngling with the world
whi ch destroys our spirituality, pureness, and zeal. Satan's power is
constantly exercised to stupefy the sensibility of God' s people, that
t heir consciences nmay not be sensitive to wong, and that the sign of
di stinction between them and the world may be destroyed. p. 65, Para.
3, [70T1].

I have frequently received letters of inquiry in regard to dress, and
some have not rightly understood what | have witten. The very cl ass
whi ch have been presented before ne, who were imitating the fashions of
the worl d, have been very slow, and the last to be affected or
refornmed. There has been another class who | acked taste and order in
dress, who have taken advantage of what | have witten, and taken the



opposite extreme, and considered that they were free from pride, and
have | ooked upon those who dress orderly and neat as being proud.
Qddity and carel ess dress have been consi dered by sone a specia

virtue. Such take a course which destroys their influence over
unbel i evers. They disgust those who mi ght be benefited. While the

vi sions have reproved pride and inmtating the fashions of the world,

t hey have reproved those who were careless of their apparel, and | acked
cl eanliness of person and dress. Especially have | been shown that
those who profess present truth should have a special care to appear
before God to worship himupon the Sabbath, in a manner showi ng that we
respect the Creator who has sanctified and placed special honors upon
that day. Al who have any regard for the Sabbath should be cleanly in
person, neat and orderly in dress, for they are to appear before a

j eal ous God, who marks every token of disrespect. God is offended at
uncl eanness and di sorder. Individuals have thought it would be wong to
wear anything upon their heads but a sun-bonnet. Such go to great
extrenes. It cannot be called pride to wear a neat, plain, straw or
silk bonnet. Qur faith, if carried out, will lead us to be so plain in
dress, and zeal ous of good works, that we shall be nmarked as peculiar
But when we | ose taste for order and neatness in dress, we virtually

| eave the truth, for the truth never degrades, but elevates.
Unbel i evers | ook upon Sabbat h- keepers as degraded, and when i ndividual s
are neglectful of their dress, and are coarse and rough in their
manners, their influence strengthens unbelievers in their conclusions.
p. 65, Para. 4, [70T].

Those who profess to be Christians in these |ast days which are ful

of peril, and do not imtate the hunble, self-denying Pattern, place

t hemsel ves in the eneny's ranks. He considers them his subjects, and
they serve as inportant a purpose for Satan as any of his subjects, for
they have a nane to |live and are dead. Others take them for exanple,
and by following them!|ose Heaven, when if they had not professed to be
Christians, they would have shunned their exanple. These unconsecrated
prof essors are not aware of the weight of their influence. They neke
the conflict much nore severe for those who woul d be God's peculi ar
people. Paul, in Titus ii, 15, refers to God's people who are | ooking
for the appearing of Christ. He says, "These things speak, and exhort,
and rebuke, with all authority. Let no man despise thee." As we bear
testinony against pride and follow ng the fashions of the world, we are
met with excuses and self-justification. Sone urge the exanple of

ot hers. Such a sister wears hoops; if it is wong for me to wear them
it is wong for her. Children urge the exanple of other children, whose
parents are Sabbat h-keepers. Bro. A is a deacon of the church. His
chil dren wear hoops, and why is it any worse for ne to wear themthen
it is for then? Those who by their exanple furnish unconsecrated
professors with arguments agai nst those who woul d be peculiar, are

| aying a cause of stunmbling in the way of the weak, and to God they
must render an account for such example. | am often asked, "Wat do you
t hi nk of hoops?" | reply, | have given you the Iight which has been
given ne. | was shown that hoops were a shane, and that we shoul d not
give the | east countenance to a fashion carried to such ridicul ous
lengths. | amoften surprised to hear that "sister Wite says it is not
wrong to wear small hoops." No one has ever heard ne say this. After
bei ng shown what | have in regard to hoops, nothing would i nduce ne to
give the | east encouragenent to any to wear them Heavy quilts and
hoops are ali ke unnecessary. He that franed us never designed that we
shoul d be deformed with hoops, or anything to ook Iike them It is the



i nventions and fashions of the world that have |led God's people, and

they are unwilling to nove out independent of the fashions and custons
of the world. While |I study God's word, | amalarned for the Israel of
God in these | ast days. They are exhorted to flee fromidolatry. | fear

that God's people are asleep, and so conforned to the world that we can
hardly know them or discern between himthat serveth God and himthat
serveth himnot. The distance is wi dening between Christ's and his
peopl e, and | essening between them and the world. The marks of

di stinction between Christ's professed people and the world, have

al nost di sappeared. They follow after the abom nations of the nations
around them as did ancient Israel. From what has been shown me, hoops
are an abomi nation. They are indecent, and God's people err if they
follow, in the | east degree, or give countenance to, this fashion. p.
66, Para. 1, [70T].

Sabbat h- keepers who profess to be God's chosen, peculiar, people,
shoul d di scard hoops, and their practice and exanple should be a living
rebuke to those who wear them Sonme nay plead conveni ence. | have
travel ed nuch, and have seen a great deal of inconvenience attending
the wearing of hoops; and those who plead the necessity on account of
health, wear themin winter, which is a greater injury than quilted
skirts. While traveling in the cars and stages | have often been led to
exclaim O nodesty, where is thy blush? | have seen |arge conpanies
crowding into the cars, and in order to make any headway, the hoops had
to be raised and placed into a shape which was i ndecent. And the
exposure of the formwas ten-fold nore with those who wore hoops, than
with those who did not; and were it not for fashion, those who
i mmodest|y expose thensel ves woul d be hissed at, but npdesty and
decency nust be sacrificed to the god of fashion. May the Lord deliver
his people fromthis grievous sin. God will not pity those who will be
sl aves to fashion. But supposing there is sone little convenience in
wear i ng hoops, does this prove that it is right to wear thenP? Let the
fashi on change, and conveni ence would no | onger be nentioned. It is the
duty of every child of God to inquire, Werein am| separate fromthe
worl d? Let themsuffer a little inconvenience and be on the safe side.
What crosses do God's people bear? They mingle with the world, partake

of their spirit, dress, talk, and act, like them p. 68, Para. 1
[70T1].
Read 1 Tim ii, 9, 10. "In |ike manner al so, that wonen adorn

thensel ves i n nodest apparel, with shanmefacedness and sobriety; not
with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but (which
beconmeth godliness) with good works." p. 69, Para. 1, [70T].

1 Pet. iii, 3-5. "Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel, but let in be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is
not corruptible, even the ornanment of a nmeek and quiet spirit, which is
in the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the old
time the holy wonen al so, who trusted in God, adorned thensel ves, being
in subjection unto their own husbands." p. 69, Para. 2, [70T].

The power of exanple is great. Sister A ventures to wear small hoops.
Sister B. says, It is no worse for me to wear hoops than sister A, and
she wears hoops a little larger. Sister C. imtates the exanple of
sister A. and B., and wears her hoops a little larger than A and B.,
but all contend that their hoops are small. p. 69, Para. 3, [70T].



Parents who woul d teach their children the evil of follow ng the
fashions of the world, have a hard battle. They are met with, "Wy,

nmot her, sisters A, B., and C., wear hoops; if it is wicked for ne, it
is for them" What can the parents say? They should set a right exanple
before their children, and although the exanple of professed followers
of Christ causes the children to think that their parents are too

careful and severe in their restrictions, yet God will bless the
efforts of these conscientious parents. |If the parents do not take a
decided, firm course, their children will be borne down with the

current, for Satan and his evil angels are working upon their m nds
and the exanpl e of unconsecrated professors is against their efforts,
whi ch nakes the work of overcoming far nore | aborious for their
children. Yet with faith in God, and earnest prayer, believing parents
may press on in this rugged path of duty. The way of the cross is an
onward, upward, way. And as we advance therein, seeking the things that
are above, we nust |eave farther and farther in the distance the things
whi ch belong to the earth. Wiile the world and carnal professors are
rushing downward to death, those who clinb the hill will have to put
forth efforts or they will be carried down in the broad road. p. 69,
Para. 4, [70T].

The children of the world are called the children of darkness. They
are blinded by the god of this world, and Iled by the spirit of the

pri nce of darkness. They cannot enjoy heavenly things. The children of
light have their affections set on things above. They |eave behind them
the things of this world. They fulfill the conmand, "Come out from
anong them and be ye separate.” Here is the conditional pronise. "I
will receive you." Christ fromthe beginning has chosen his people out
of the world, and required themto be separate, having no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness. If they |Iove God and keep his
commandnents, they will be far from having the friendship, and | oving
the pleasures, of the world. There is no concord between Christ and
Belial. p. 70, Para. 1, [70T1].

The prophet Ezra, and faithful servants of the Jewi sh church, were
ast oni shed when the princes came to them saying, "The people of
Israel, and priests, and the Levites, have not separated thensel ves
fromthe people of the |Iands, doing according to their abom nations.
And after all that is cone upon us for our evil deeds, and for our
great trespass, seeing that thou our God hast punished us |ess than our
iniquities deserve, and hast given us such deliverance as this, should
we again break thy commandnents, and join in affinity with the people
of these abom nations? Wul dst not thou be angry with us till thou
hadst consuned us, so that there should be no remant nor escaping? O
Lord God of Israel, thou art righteous; for we remain yet escaped, as
it is this day: behold, we are before thee in our trespasses, for we
cannot stand before thee because of this." Ezra ix, 1, 13-15. p. 70,
Para. 2, [70T1].

2 Chron. xxxvi, 14-16. "Mreover all the chief of the priests, and the
peopl e, transgressed very nmuch after all the abom nations of the

heat hen; and polluted the house of the Lord which he had hallowed in
Jerusalem And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his
nmessengers, rising up betinmes and sendi ng; because he had conpassi on on
hi s people and on his dwelling-place. But they nocked the messengers of
God, and despised his words, and m sused his prophets, until the wath



of the Lord arose against this people, till there was no renedy." p.
71, Para. 1, [70T].

Lev. xviii, 26,27. "Ye shall therefore keep ny statutes and ny
judgments, and shall not commit any of these abom nations; neither any
of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth anong you (for al
t hese abonmi nations have the nmen of the | and done which were before you,
and the land is defiled.") p. 71, Para. 2, [70T].

Deut xxxii, 16-22. "They provoked himto jeal ousy with strange gods,
wi t h aboni nati ons provoked they himto anger. They sacrificed unto
devils, not to God; to gods whomthey knew not, to new gods, that newy
came up, whom your fathers feared not. OF the Rock that begat thee thou
art unm ndful, and hast forgotten God that fornmed thee. And when the
Lord saw it, he abhorred them because of the provoking of his sons and
of his daughters. And he said, | will hide ny face fromthem | wll
see what their end shall be; for they are a very froward generation,
children in whomis no faith. They have noved nme to jeal ousy with that
which is not God; they have provoked nme to anger with their vanities,
and I will nove themto jealousy with those which are not a people; |
will provoke themto anger with a foolish nation. For a fire is kindled
in mne anger, and shall burn unto the | owest hell, and set on fire the
foundati ons of the mountains." p. 71, Para. 3, [70T].

We here read the warnings which God gave to ancient Israel. It was not
hi s good pl easure that they should wander so long in the wil derness,
and he woul d have brought theminmediately to the pronmi sed |and, if
they had subnmitted, and Ioved to be Iled by hin and because they so
often grieved himin the desert, he sware in his wath that they should
not enter into his rest, save two, who wholly followed him God
required his people to trust in himalone. He did not wish themto
receive help of those who did not serve him Please read Ezra iv, 1-5.
"Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children
of the captivity builded the tenple unto the Lord God of Israel, then
they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto
them Let us build with you; for we seek your God as ye do; and we do
sacrifice unto himsince the days of Esar-haddon, king of Assur, which
brought us up hither. But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the
chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them Ye have nothing to do
with us to build a house unto the Lord God of Israel, as king Cyrus,
the king of Persia, hath commanded. Then the people of the |and
weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled themin
bui | di ng, and hired counsel ors against them to frustrate their
purpose." p. 72, Para. 1, [70T].

Ezra viii, 21-23. "Then | proclainmed a fast there, at the river Ahava,
that we might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of hima right
way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance. For |
was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsenen to
hel p us against the eneny in the way; because we had spoken unto the
ki ng, saying, The hand of our God is upon all themfor good that seek
him but his power and his wath is against all themthat forsake him
So we fasted and besought our God for this, and he was entreated of
us." p. 72, Para. 2, [70T].

The prophet and these fathers did not consider themthe worshipers of
the true God, and though they professed friendship and wi shed to help



them they dare not unite with themin anything relating to his

wor shi p. When going up to Jerusalem to build the tenple of God and to
restore his worship, they would not ask help of the king to assist them
in the way, but by fasting and prayer sought the Lord for help. They
beli eved God woul d defend and prosper his servants in their efforts to
serve him The Creator of all things needeth not the help of his

enem es to establish his worship. He asks not the sacrifice of

wi ckedness, nor accepts the offering of those who have ot her gods
before the Lord. p. 72, Para. 3, [70T].

We often hear the remark, You are too exclusive. As a people we would
make any sacrifice to save souls, or lead themto the truth; but to
unite with them to love the things that they |ove, and have friendship
with the world, we dare not, for we should then be at enmty with God.
p. 73, Para. 1, [70T].

By reading the follow ng scriptures we shall see how God regarded his
ancient lsrael. p. 73, Para. 2, [70T].

Ps. cxxxv, 4. "For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto hinmself, and Israe
for his peculiar treasure.” p. 73, Para. 3, [70T1].

Deut. xiv, 2. "For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God, and
the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto hinself, above
all the nations that are upon the earth." p. 73, Para. 4, [70T1].

Deut. vii, 6, 7. "For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy Cod;
the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto hinself,
above all people that are upon the face of the earth. The Lord did not
set his love upon you, nor choose you because ye were nore in nunber
t han any people; for ye were fewest of all people.” p. 73, Para. 5,
[70O1].

Ex. xxxiii, 16. "For wherein shall it be known here that | and thy
peopl e have found grace in thy sight? Is it not in that thou goest with
us? So shall we be separated, | and thy people, fromall the people
that are upon the face of earth."” p. 73, Para. 6, [70T].

How frequently ancient Israel rebelled, and how often were they
visited with judgnments, and thousands sl ain because they woul d not heed
the commands of God who had chosen them p. 73, Para. 7, [70T].

The Israel of God in these |ast days are in constant danger of
mngling with the world, and losing all signs of their being the chosen
peopl e of God. Read again Titus ii, 13-15. W are brought down to the
| ast days, when God is purifying unto hinself a peculiar people. Shal
we provoke God as did ancient Israel? Shall we bring his wath upon us
by departing fromhimand nmingling with the world, and follow ng the
abom nations of the nations around us? p. 74, Para. 1, [70T].

The Lord hath set apart himthat is godly for hinmself, and this
consecration to God, and separation fromthe world, is plainly declared
and positively enjoined in both the Od and New Testanents. There is a
wal | of separation which the Lord hinmself has established between the
things of the world and the things he has chosen out of the world, and
sanctified unto hinself. The calling and character of God's people are
peculiar. Their prospects are peculiar, and these peculiarities



di stinguish themfromall people. Al of God's people upon the earth
are one body, fromthe beginning to the end of tine. They have one Head
that directs and governs the body. The sane injunctions rest upon God's
peopl e now, to be separate fromthe world, as rested upon ancient

I srael. The great Head of the church has not changed. The experience of
Christians in these days is nuch like the travels of ancient |srael

Pl ease read 1 Cor. x, especially fromthe 6th to the 15th verse. p.

74, Para. 2, [70T1].

"Now t hese things were our exanples, to the intent we should not | ust
after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as
were sone of them as it is witten, The people sat down to eat and
drink, and rose up to play. . . . Neither let us tenpt Christ, as sone
of them also tenpted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither nurnur ye
as sone of them al so murnured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now
all these things happened unto them for ensanples: and they are witten
for our adnonition, upon whomthe ends of the world are cone. \Werefore
et himthat thinketh he standeth take heed |l est he fall. There hath no
tenptation taken you but such as is common to man; but God is faithful

who will not suffer you to be tenpted above that ye are able; but wll
with the tenptation also nake a way of escape, that ye may be able to
bear it. Wherefore, ny dearly beloved, flee fromidolatry. | speak as

to wi se nen; judge ye what | say." p. 74, Para. 3, [70T].

1 John iii, 1. "Behold, what manner of |ove the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God; therefore the world
knowet h us not, because it knew himnot." p. 75, Para. 1, [70T].

1 John ii, 15-17. "Love not the world, neither the things that are in

the world. If any man I ove the world, the love of the Father is not in
him For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the | ust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and the |ust thereof; but he that
doeth the will of God abideth forever." p. 75, Para. 2, [70T].

2 Pet. ii, 2. "For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowl edge of the Lord and Savi our Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled therein, and overcone, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning.” p. 75, Para. 3, [70T].

Janmes iv, 4. "Know ye not that the friendship of the world is ennity
wi th God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
eneny of God." p. 75, Para. 4, [70T1].

James i, 27. "Pure religion, and undefiled before God and the Father
is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to
keep hinself unspotted fromthe world.” p. 75, Para. 5, [70T].

Titus ii, 12-14. "Teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should |ive soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world." p. 75, Para. 6, [70T].

Rom xii, 2. "And be not conformed to this world; but be ye
transforned by the renewi ng of your mnd, that ye may prove what is
t hat good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." p. 75, Para. 7,
[70T1].



John xvii, 14, 15, 17. "I have given themthy word; and the world hath
hated them because they are not of the world, even as | am not of the
world. | pray not that thou shoul dest take them out of the world, but
that thou shoul dest keep themfromthe evil. Sanctify them through thy
truth; thy word is truth." p. 76, Para. 1, [70T].

Luke vi, 22, 23. "Blessed are ye when nen shall hate you, and when
they shall separate you fromtheir conpany, and shall reproach you, and

cast out your nanme as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice ye in
that day, and leap for joy; for, behold, your reward is great in
heaven; for in like manner did their fathers unto the prophets."™ p.

76, Para. 2, [70T].

John xv, 16-19. "Ye have not chosen ne, but | have chosen you, and
ordai ned you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should renain; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in ny
nanme, he may give it you. These things | command you, that ye | ove one
another. If the world hate you, ye know that it hated nme before it
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would | ove his own; but
because ye are not of the world, but | have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you."™ p. 76, Para. 3, [70T].

1 John iv, 4, 5. "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcone
them because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the
worl d; therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them"
p. 76, Para. 4, [70T].

1 John ii, 5, 6. "But whoso keepeth his word, in himverily is the
| ove of God perfected; hereby know we that we are in him He that saith
he abideth in himought hinself also so to wal k even as he wal ked." p.

76, Para. 5, [70T1].

1 Pet. ii, 9. "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises
of himwho hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light."
p. 76, Para. 6, [70T].

As we read the word of God, how plain that God's people are peculiar
and distinct fromthe unbelieving world around them Qur position is
interesting and fearful; living in the |ast days, how inportant that we
imtate the exanple of Christ, and wal k even as he wal ked. "If any man
will conme after me, let himdeny hinself, and take up his cross and
foll ow me." The opinions and wi sdom of nen nust not guide nor govern
us. They always |lead away fromthe cross. p. 76, Para. 7, [70T].

The servants of Christ have not their hone or their treasure here.
Wuld that all of themcould understand that it is only because the
Lord reigns that we are even permtted to dwell in peace and safety
anong our enemies. It is not our privilege to claimspecial favors of
the world. We nust consent to be poor and despised anmong nmen, until the
warfare is finished and the victory won. The nmenbers of Christ are
called to come out and be separate fromthe friendship and spirit of
the world, and their strength and power consists in their being chosen
and accepted of God. p. 77, Para. 1, [70T1].

The Son of God was the heir of all things, and the dom nion and glory
of the kingdoms of this world were prom sed to him Yet when he



appeared in this world it was without riches or splendor. The world
understood not his union with the Father; and the excellency and glory
of his divine character were hid fromthem He was therefore "despised
and rejected of nmen,” and "we did esteemhimsnitten of God and
afflicted." p. 77, Para. 2, [70T1].

Even so the nenbers of Christ are as he was in this world. They are
the sons of God and joint heirs with Christ; and the kingdom and the
dom ni on belong to them The world understand not their character and
holy calling. They perceive not their adoption into the fam |y of God.
Their union and fellowship with the Father and Son are not manifest to
the world, and while they behold their humiliation and reproach, it
does not appear what they are, or what they shall be. They are
strangers. The world knows them not, and appreciate not the notives
whi ch actuate them p. 77, Para. 3, [70T].

The world is ripening for its destruction. God can bear with sinners
but alittle |longer. They nust drink the dregs of the cup of his wath
unm xed with nercy. Those who will be heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Jesus Christ to the immortal inheritance, will be peculiar. Yes, so
peculiar that God places a mark upon themas his, wholly his. Think ye
that God will receive, honor and acknow edge a people so m xed up with
the world that they differ fromthemonly in nane? Read again Titus ii,
13-15. It is soon to be known who is on the Lord's side, who will not
be ashaned of Jesus. Those who have not noral courage to take their
position conscientiously in the face of unbelievers, and | eave the
fashions of the world, and inmtate the self-denying life of Christ, are
ashaned of him and do not |ove his example. p. 77, Para. 4, [70T].

Consecration. p. 78, Para. 1, [70T].

Sabbat h- keepers will be tested and proved. A close and searchi ng work
nmust go on anong t he people of God. How soon, |ike ancient Israel we
forget God and his wondrous works, and rebel against him Sone |ook to
the world, and desire to follow its fashions, and participate in its
pl easures in the sane manner that the children of Israel |ooked back
into Egypt, and lusted for the good things they had enjoyed there,
whi ch God chose to withhold fromthemto prove them and thereby test
their fidelity to him He wi shed to see if his people valued nore
hi ghly his service, and the freedom he had so mracul ously given them
than the indul gences they enjoyed in Egypt while in servitude to a
tyranni cal, idolatrous people. p. 78, Para. 2, [70T].

Every true follower of Jesus will have sacrifices to make. God will
prove them and test the genui neness of their faith. | have been shown
t hat picnics, donations, shows, and other gatherings of pleasure, the
true followers of Jesus will discard. They can find no Jesus there, and
no i nfluence which will make them heavenly-m nded, and increase their
gromh in grace. The word of God obeyed, |eads us to conme out from al
these things and be separate. The things of the world are sought for
and considered worthy to be adnmired and enjoyed by all those who are
not devoted | overs of the cross, and are not spiritual worshipers of a
crucified Jesus. p. 78, Para. 3, [70T].

There is chaff anmobng us, and this is why we are so weak. Sone are
constantly leaning to the world. Their views and feelings harnonize
much better with the spirit of the world than with Christ's self-



denying followers. It is perfectly natural for themto prefer the
conpany of those whose spirit will best agree with their own. And such
have quite too nuch influence anong God's people. They take a part with
them and have a name anong them and are a text for unbelievers and
the weak and unconsecrated ones in the church. These persons of two
mnds will ever have objections to the plain, pointed, testinony which
reproves individual wongs. In this refining time, these persons wll

ei ther be converted wholly, and sanctified by obeying the truth, or
they will be left with the world, where they belong, to receive their
reward with them p. 79, Para. 1, [70T].

"By their fruits ye shall know them™"™ All of Christ's foll owers bear
fruit to his glory. Their lives testify that a good work has been
wrought in themby the Spirit of God, and their fruit is unto holiness.
It is elevated and pure. Those who bear no fruit have no experience in
the things of God. They are not in the vine. Read John xv, 4, 5. "Abide
inme, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except
it abide in the vine, no nore can ye, except ye abide in ne. | amthe
vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth in me, and | in him the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for w thout me ye can do nothing." p.
79, Para. 2, [70T].

If we would be spiritual worshipers of Jesus Christ, we nust sacrifice
every idol, and fully obey the first four commandnents. Matt. xxii, 37,
38. "Jesus said unto him Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mnd. This is the first
and great commandment." p. 79, Para. 3, [70T].

The first four comandnents all ow us no separation of the affections
from God. Nor is anything allowed to divide, or share, our suprene
delight in him Watever divides the affections, and takes away from
the soul suprene love to God, takes the formof an idol. Qur carna
hearts would cling to, and seek to carry along, our idols; but we
cannot advance until we put them away; for they separate from God. The
great Head of the church has chosen his people out of the world, and
required themto be separate. He designs that the spirit and |ife of
hi s commandnents shall draw themto hinself, and separate them fromthe
el enents of the world. To | ove God and keep his commandnments is to be
far fromloving the world's pleasures and friendship. There is no
concord between Christ and Belial. The people of God nay safely trust
in himalone, and without fear press on in the way of obedi ence. p.
79, Para. 4, [70T1].

Phi | osophy and Vain Deceit. p. 80, Para. 1, [70T].

| have been shown that we nust be guarded on every side, and
perseveringly resist the insinuations and devices of Satan. He has
transformed hinself into an angel of light, and is deceiving and
| eadi ng thousands captive. The advantages he takes of the science of
the human mnd, is trenendous. Here, serpent-like, he inperceptibly
creeps in to corrupt the work of God. The miracles and works of Christ,
he makes all human. |f Satan shoul d nake an open, bold attack upon
Christianity, it would bring the Christian in distress and agony at the
feet of his Redeener, and the strong and nighty Deliverer would
affright the bold adversary away. But Satan, transformed into an ange
of light, works upon the mnd to allure fromthe only safe and right
path. The sciences of phrenol ogy, psychol ogy, and mesnerism have been



t he channel through which Satan has cone nore directly to this
generation, and wought with that power which was to characterize his
wor k near the close of probation. p. 80, Para. 2, [70T].

Read 2 Thess. ii, 8-12. "And then shall that w cked be reveal ed, whom
the Lord shall consune with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of his coning; even himwhose coning is after the
wor ki ng of Satan with all power and signs and |ying wonders, and with
al | deceivabl eness of unrighteousness in themthat perish, because they
received not the love of the truth, that they m ght be saved. And for
this cause God shall send them strong del usion, that they should
believe a lie: that they all m ght be dammed who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. p. 80, Para. 3, [70T].

Sat an has come unperceived through these sciences, and poi soned the
m nds of thousands and led themto infidelity. He is well pleased to
have them spread wide. It is his own plan, laid out by hinself, that he
may have access to ninds, and influence them as he pleases. And while
it is believed that one human m nd so wonderfully affects another
Sat an, ready at hand, insinuates hinmself, and works on the right hand
and on the left. And while those devoted to the great and good works
they affirmare wought by them they are cherishing and glorifying
Satan hinself, who steps in and works with all power and signs and
I ying wonders--with all deceivabl eness of unrighteousness. p. 81
Para. 1, [70T].

Said the angel, "Mark its influence. The controversy between Chri st
and Satan is not yet ended." This entering in of Satan through the
sciences, is well devised by his Satanic mjesty, and will eventually
root out of the minds of thousands true faith in Christ's being the
Messi ah, the Son of God. p. 81, Para. 2, [70T1].

| was directed to the power of God mani fested through Moses, when the
Lord sent himin before Pharaoh. Satan understood his business, and was
upon the ground. He well knew that Moses was chosen of God to break the
yoke of bondage upon the children of Israel; and that he in his work
prefigured Christ's first advent to break Satan's power over the human
fam ly, and deliver those who were nade captives by his power. Satan
knew t hat when Christ should appear, nmighty works and mracles would be
wrought by him that the world m ght know that the Father had sent him
He trenbled for his power. He consults with his angels to acconplish a
wor k which shall answer a two-fold purpose: 1. To destroy the influence
of the work wought by God through his servant Mses, by working
through his agents, and thus counterfeiting the true work of God. 2.
The influence of his work through the magici ans woul d reach down
through all ages, and would destroy in the nmnds of many, true faith in
the mighty mracles and works of Christ, which would be performed by
hi m when he should cone to this world. He knew that his kingdom woul d
suffer, for the power which he held over mankind woul d be subject to
Christ. It was no human influence or power Mses possessed, which
wrought on the m nds, that produced those mracles before Pharaoh. It
was the power of God. These signs and wonders were w ought through
Moses, to convince Pharaoh that the great "I AM sent himto commnd
Pharaoh to let Israel go, that they might serve him p. 81, Para. 3,
[70T1].

Phar aoh called for the magicians to work with their enchantnents. They



al so showed signs and wonders, for Satan cane to their aid, to work

t hrough them Yet even here, the work of God was shown superior to the
power of Satan, for the magicians could not performall those mracles
God wrought through Mboses. Only a few of themcould they do. The
magi ci ans' rods did becone serpents, but Aaron's rod swall owed up
theirs. After the magicians sought to produce the lice, and could not,
then they were conpelled by the power of God to acknow edge even to
Pharaoh, saying, "This is the finger of God." Satan w ought through the
magi ci ans in a manner calculated to harden the heart of the tyrant

Phar aoh agai nst the mracul ous manifestations of God's power. Satan

t hought to stagger the faith of Mdses and Aaron in the divine origin of
their mssion, and then his instrunents, the magicians, would prevail
Satan was unwilling to have the people of Israel released from Egyptian
servitude, that they m ght serve God. The nmgicians failed to produce
the miracle of the lice, and could no nore initate Mbses and Aaron. Cod
woul d not suffer Satan to proceed further, and the magicians coul d not
save thensel ves fromthe plagues. "And the nagicians could not stand
bef ore Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the nagicians,
and upon all the Egyptians." Ex. ix, 11. p. 82, Para. 1, [70T].

God's controlling power here cut off the channel through which Satan
wor ked, and caused even those through whom Satan w ought so wonderfully
to feel his wath. Sufficient evidence was given to Pharaoh to believe,
if he would. Mbses wrought by the power of God. The mmgici ans w ought
not by their own science al one, but by the power of their god--the
Devil. Satan has ingeniously carried out his deceptive work in
counterfeiting the work of God. p. 83, Para. 1, [7OT].

As we near the close of time, the human mind is nore readily affected
by Satan's devices. He | eads deceived nortals to account for the works
and nmiracles of Christ upon general principles. Satan has ever been
ambitious to counterfeit the work of Christ, and establish his own
power and cl ai ns. He does not generally do this openly and boldly. He
is artful, and knows that the nost effectual way for himto acconplish
his work, is to conme to poor fallen man in the form of an angel of
light. Satan cane to Christ in the wilderness in the formof a
beauti ful young man--nore |like a nmonarch than a fallen angel. He cane
with scripture in his nmouth. Said he, "It is witten," &. Qur
suffering Saviour neets himwth scripture, saying, "It is witten."
Sat an takes advantage of the weak, suffering condition of Christ, who
had taken upon hi mour human nature. p. 83, Para. 2, [70T].

Read Matt. iv, 8-11. "Again the Devil taketh himup into an exceedi ng
hi gh mountain, and sheweth himall the kingdoms of the world, and the
glory of them and saith unto him Al these things will | give thee
if thou wilt fall down and worship nme. Then saith Jesus unto him GCet
t hee hence, Satan; for it is witten, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and himonly shalt thou serve. Then the Devil |eaveth him and,
behol d, angels canme and ninistered unto him" p. 83, Para. 3, [70Tl].

Here Satan spread the world before Christ in the nost attractive
light, and intinmates to himthat he need not endure so nuch suffering
to obtain the kingdons of earth. He will yield all his clainms if he
will but worship him Satan's dissatisfaction first conmenced in Heaven
because he could not be first and highest in command--equal with God,
exal ted above Christ. He rebelled and lost his estate, and he, and
those who synpathized with himwere turned out of Heaven. In the



wi | derness he hoped to gain advantage through the weak and suffering
condition of Christ, and obtain from himthat homage he coul d not
obtain in Heaven. Jesus, even in his faint and exhausted conditi on,
yields not to the tenptation of Satan for a nmonent, but shows his
superiority and exercises his authority by bidding Satan, "Get thee
hence"--or, depart fromnme. Satan was baffled, and then studi ed how he
coul d acconplish his purpose and receive the honor fromthe human race
whi ch was refused himin Heaven, and by Jesus upon earth. Could he have
succeeded in tenpting Jesus Christ, then the plan of salvation would
have fail ed, and he woul d have succeeded in bringing hopel ess misery
upon manki nd. That which Satan failed to effect in comng to Christ, he
has acconplished in coming to man. p. 84, Para. 1, [70T].

If Satan can so befog and deceive the human m nd, and |ead nortals to
think there is an inherent power in thenselves to acconplish great and
good works, they cease to rely upon God to do that for them which they
think exists in thenselves to do. They acknow edge not a superior
power. They give not God the glory he clains, and which is due to his
great and excellent Mjesty. Satan's object is thus acconplished. He
exults that fallen man presunptuously exalts hinself, as he exulted
hi msel f in Heaven, and was thrust out. He knows that the ruin of man is
just as sure if he exalts hinself, as his was certain. He has failed in
his tenptations to Christ in the wlderness. The plan of salvation has
been carried out. The dear price has been paid for man's redenption.
And now Sat an seeks to tear away the foundation of the Christian's
hope, and turn the ninds of nen in a channel that they nay not be
benefitted or saved by the great sacrifice offered. He |l eads fallen
man, through his "all deceivabl eness of unrighteousness,” to believe
that he can do very well wi thout an atonement; that he need not depend
upon a crucified and risen Saviour; that man's own nerits will entitle
himto God's favor, and then he destroys man's confidence in the Bible,
well knowing if he succeeds here, and the detector which places a nmark
upon hinself is destroyed, he is safe. And he fastens the del usi on upon
m nds that there is no personal Devil, and those who believe this neke
no effort to resist and war agai nst that which does not exist, and poor
blind nortals finally adopt the maxi m-"Watever is, is right." They
acknowl edge no rule to nmeasure their course. Satan | eads many to
believe that prayer to God is useless, and but a form He well knows
how needful is neditation and prayer, to keep Christ's foll owers
aroused to resist his cunning and deceptions. Satan's devices wl|
divert the mnd fromthese inportant exercises, that the soul may not
| ean for hel p upon the nmighty One, and obtain strength fromhimto
resist his attacks. p. 84, Para. 2, [70T].

| was pointed to the fervent, effectual prayers of his people
anciently. "Elijah was a man subject to |like passions as we are, and he
prayed earnestly." Daniel prayed unto his God three tinmes a day. Satan
is enraged at the sound of fervent prayer, for he knows that he will
suffer |1 oss. Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes,
because an excellent spirit was in him Fallen angels feared his
i nfluence woul d weaken their control over the rulers of the kingdom
for Daniel was high in command. The accusing host of evil angels
stirred up the presidents and princes to envy and jeal ousy, and they
wat ched Daniel closely to find sonme occasi on agai nst himthat they
m ght report himto the king, but they failed. Then these agents of
Sat an sought to make his faithfulness to God the cause of his
destruction. Evil angels laid out the plan for them and these agents



readily carried it into effect. The king was ignorant of the subtle

m schi ef purposed against Daniel. Wth the full know edge of the king's
decree he still bows before his God, "his w ndows being open." He

consi ders supplication to God of sufficient inportance to sacrifice his
life rather than to relinquish it. On account of his praying to God he
was cast into the lions' den. Evil angels acconplished their purpose
thus far. But Daniel continues to pray, even in the den of lions. \Ws
Dani el suffered to be consuned? Did God forget himthere? Oh, no;

Jesus, the mghty Conmander of the host of Heaven, sent his angel to

cl ose the mouths of those hungry lions that they should not hurt the
prayi ng man of God, and all was peace in that terrible den. The king

wi t nessed his preservation, and brought himout with honors. Satan and
hi s angels were defeated and enraged. The agents Satan had enpl oyed
were dooned to perish in the terrible manner they had plotted to
destroy Daniel. The prayer of faith is the great strength of the
Christian, and will assuredly prevail against Satan. this is why he

i nsi nuates that we have no need of prayer. The name of Jesus, our
advocate, he detests, and when we earnestly conme to himfor help
Satan's host is alarned. p. 85, Para. 1, [70T].

It will serve his purpose well if we neglect the exercise of prayer,
for then his lying wonders are nore readily received. Satan
acconplishes his object in setting his deceitful tenptations before
man, that which he failed to acconplish in tenpting Christ. He
sonmetines cones in the formof a |ovely young person, or in a beautifu
shadow. He works cures, and is worshi ped by deceived nortals as a
benefactor of our race. Phrenol ogy and nmesnerismare very nmuch exalted.
They are good in their place, but they are seized upon by Satan as his
nost powerful agents to deceive and destroy souls. The detector, the
Bible, is destroyed in the minds of thousands, and Satan uses his arts
and devices, which are received as from Heaven. And Satan here receives
the worship which suits his Satanic nmmjesty. Thousands are conversing
with and receiving instructions fromthis denon-god, and acting
according to his teachings. The world, which is considered to be
benefitted so nmuch by phrenol ogy and ani nal magneti sm never was so
corrupt. Satan uses these very things to destroy virtue and lay the
foundati on of Spiritualism p. 86, Para. 1, [70T].

| was directed to this scripture as especially applying to nodern

Spiritualism Col. ii, 8 "Beware |lest any man spoil you through
phi |l osophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of nen, after the
rudi ments of the world, and not after Christ." Thousands, | was shown,

have been spoil ed through the phil osophy of phrenol ogy and anim
magneti sm and have been driven into infidelity. If the mind conmences
to run in this channel, it is alnobst sure to |lose its bal ance, and be
controlled by a denmon. "Vain deceit” fills the mnds of poor nortals.
They think there is such power in thenselves to acconplish great works,
that they realize no necessity of a higher power. Their principles and
faith are "after the traditions of nen, after the rudi nents of the
world, and not after Christ." Jesus has not taught themthis

phi |l osophy. Nothing of the kind can be found in his teachings. He did
not direct the minds of poor nortals to thenselves to a power which

t hey possessed. He was ever directing their mnds to God, the Creator
of the universe, as the source of their strength and wi sdom Especia
warning is given in verse 18. "Let no man beguile you of your reward in
a voluntary humility and worshiping of angels, intruding into those

t hi ngs which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mnd."



The teachers of Spiritualismwll come in a pleasing, bew tching manner
to deceive you, and if you listen to their fables you are beguil ed by

t he enenmy of righteousness, and will surely |ose your reward. When once
the fascinating influence of the arch deceiver overcones you, you are
poi soned, and its deadly influence adulterates and destroys your faith
in Christ's being the Son of God, and you cease to rely on the nerits
of his blood. Those deceived by this phil osophy are beguiled of their
reward through the deceptions of Satan. They rely upon their own
nmerits, exercise voluntary humlity, are willing to even nake
sacrifices, and debase thensel ves, and yield their nmnds to the belief
of suprenme nonsense, receiving the nost absurd ideas through those whom
they believe to be their dead friends. Satan has so blinded their eyes,
and perverted their judgnment, that they perceive not the evil. They
follow out the instructions purporting to be fromtheir dead friends,
now angels in a higher sphere. Satan has chosen the nobst certain,
fascinating delusion, calculated to take hold of the synpathies of
those who have laid their I oved ones in the grave. Evil angels assune
the formof these loved ones, and relate incidents connected with their
lives, and perform acts which their friends perforned while living. In
this way they deceive, and |ead the relatives of the dead to believe

t heir deceased friends are angels hovering about them and conmuni ng
with them which they regard with a certain idolatry. Wat they may say
has greater influence over themthan the word of God. These evil angels
who assune to be dead friends will either utterly reject God's word as
idle tales, or if it suits their purpose best, will select the vita
portions which testify of Christ and point out the way to Heaven, and
change the plain statenents of the word of God to suit their own
corrupt nature, and ruin souls. Al may, with due attention to the word
of God, be convinced if they will of this soul-destroying delusion. The
word of God declares in positive ternms that "the dead know not
anything." Eccl. ix, 5, 6. "For the living know that they shall die;

but the dead know not anything, neither have they any nore a reward;

for the nenory of themis forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any nore a portion
forever in anything that is done under the sun." p. 87, Para. 1,

[70T].

Deceived nortals are worshiping evil angels, believing themto be the
spirits of their dead friends. The word of God expressly decl ares that
"the dead have no nore a portion in anything done under the sun."
Spiritualists say the dead know everything that is done under the sun
that they communicate to their friends on earth, give val uable
i nformati on, and perform wonders. Ps. cxv, 17. "The dead prai se not the
Lord, neither any that go down into silence." | have been shown that
Satan transformed into an angel of light, works with all decei vabl eness
of unrighteousness. He who could take up the Son of God, who was made a
little lower that the angels, and place himupon a pinnacle of the
temple, and take himup into and exceedi ng high nountain to present
before himthe kingdons of the world, can exercise his power upon the
human famly, who are far inferior in strength and wisdomto the Son of
God, even after he had taken upon hinself man's nature. In this
degenerate age, Satan holds control over nortals who depart fromthe
right, and venture upon his ground. He exercises his power upon such in

an alarming manner. | was directed to these words, "Intruding into
t hose things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
mnd." Sone, | was shown, gratify their curiosity, and tanper with the

Devil. They have no real faith in Spiritualism and would start back



with horror at the idea of being a medium Yet they venture, and place
t hemsel ves in a position where Satan can exercise his power upon them
They do not nean to enter deep into this work, but such know not what
they are doing. They are venturing upon the Devil's ground, and are
tenpting himto control them This powerful destroyer considers such

his Iawful prey, and will exercise his power upon them and that
against their will. Wen they wish to control thenselves they cannot.
They yielded their mnd to Satan, and he holds them captive, and he
will not release his clains. No power can deliver the ensnared soul but

the power of God, in answer to the earnest prayers of his faithfu
followers. p. 88, Para. 1, [70T].

The only safety nowis to search for the truth as revealed in the word
of God, as for hid treasure. The Sabbath question, and man not

imortal, and the testinony of Jesus, are the great and inportant
truths to be understood, which will prove as an anchor to hold God's
people in these perilous tinmes. But the nass despise the truths of
God's word, and prefer fables. 2 Thess. ii, 11, 12. "Because they
received not the love of the truth that they mi ght be saved: and for
this cause God shall send them strong del usion that they should believe
alie." p. 90, Para. 1, [70T1].

The nost licentious and corrupt are highly flattered by these Satanic
spirits, which they believe to be the spirits of their dead friends,
and they are "vainly puffed up in their fleshly mnds." Col. ii, 19.
"And not hol ding the Head, fromwhich all the body by joints and bands
havi ng nouri shment ninistered, and knit together, increaseth with the
i ncrease of God," they deny Himwho mnisters strength to the body,
that every menber nmmy increase with the increase of God. p. 90, Para.
2, [70T1].

"Vai n phil osophy." The nenbers of the body are controlled by the head.
Spiritualists |lay aside the Head, and every nenber of the body they
bel i eve nust act thenmselves, and fixed laws will lead themon in a
state of progression to perfection without a head. John. xv, 1-6. "I am
the true vine, and ny Father is the husbandman. Every branch in ne that
beareth not fruit he taketh away; and every branch that beareth fruit,
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth nore fruit. Abide in nme, and

in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in
the vine, no nore can ye, except ye abide in nme. I amthe vine, ye are
the branches; he that abideth in nme, and | in him the sane bringeth
forth nmuch fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. If a nman abi de not
in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and nen gather
them and cast theminto the fire, and they are burned." p. 90, Para.
3, [70T1].

Christ is the source of our strength. He is the vine, we are the
branches. W nust receive nourishment fromthe living vine. Deprived of
the strength and nouri shnent of the vine, we are as nmenbers of the body
wi t hout a head, and are in the very position Satan wi shes us to be in,
that he may control these nenbers as pleases hinself. He works "with
al | decei vabl eness of unrighteousness in themthat perish, because they
received not the love of the truth that they m ght be saved. And for
this cause God shall send them strong del usions that they shoul d
believe a lie." Spiritualismis alie. It is founded upon the great
original lie. "Thou shalt not surely die." Thousands cut off the Head,
and the menbers act without Jesus for their head, and the result is,



anot her gui des the body. Satan controls them p. 90, Para. 4, [70T].

I was shown that Satan cannot control m nds unless they are yielded to
his control. Those who depart fromthe right are in serious danger now.
They separate thenselves from God, and fromthe watch-care of the
angel s of God, and Satan, ever upon the watch to destroy souls, begins
to present to such his deceptions, and they are in the utnost peril
And if they see and try to resist the powers of darkness, and to free
t hensel ves from Satan's snare, it is not an easy matter. They have
ventured on Satan's ground, and he clains them He will not hesitate to
engage all his energies, and call to his aid all his evil host to west
a single human being fromthe hand of Christ. And those who have
tenpted the Devil to tenpt themw ||l have to make desperate efforts to
free thenselves fromhis power. When they begin to work for thensel ves,
angel s of God whom they have grieved will cone to their rescue. Satan
and his angels are unwilling to | ose their prey. They contend and
battle with the holy angels, and the conflict is severe. And if those
who have erred continue to plead, and in deep hunmility confess their
wrongs, angels who excel in strength will prevail, and wench themfrom
t he power of the evil angels. p. 91, Para. 1, [70T].

As the curtain was lifted, and | was shown the corruption of this age,

ny heart sickened, ny spirit nearly fainted within ne. | saw that the
i nhabitants of the earth were filling up the neasure of the cup of
their iniquity. God's anger is kindled, and will be no nore appeased

until the sinners are destroyed out of the earth. p. 92, Para. 1,
[70T1].

Satan is Christ's personal eneny. He is the originator and | eader of
every species of rebellion in Heaven and earth. Hi s rage increases, and
we do not realize his power. If our eyes could be opened to discern the
fallen angels at their work with those who feel at ease and consi der
t hensel ves safe, we should not feel so secure. Evil angels are upon our
track every nonent. We expect a readiness on the part of bad nmen to act
as Satan suggests; but while our mnds are unguarded agai nst Satan's
i nvisible agents, they will assune new ground, and will work nmarvels
and mracles in our sight. Are we prepared to resist themby the word
of God, the only weapon we can use successfully? Sone will be tenpted
to receive these wonders as from God. The sick will be heal ed before
us. Mracles will be performed in our sight. Are we prepared for the
trial when the lying wonders of Satan shall be nore fully exhibited?

W Il not many souls be ensnared and taken? Forns of error, and
departure fromthe plain precepts and commandnents of God, and giving
heed to fables, is fitting mnds for these |ying wonders of Satan. W
must all now seek to arm ourselves for the contest in which we nust
soon engage. Faith in God's word, prayerfully studied and practically
applied, will be our shield from Satan's power, and will bring us off
conquerors through the blood of Christ. p. 92, Para. 2, [70T].



