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p. 13, Para. 1, [20r1].

At the Conference at Battle Creek, May 27, 1856, | was shown in vision
some things that concern the church generally. The glory and mmjesty of
God were nade to pass before nme. Said the angel, "He is terrible in his
maj esty, yet ye realize it not; terrible in his anger, yet ye offend
himdaily. Strive to enter in at the straight gate, for wide is the
gate and broad is the way that |eadeth to destruction, and many there
be which go in thereat; because straight is the gate and narrow is the
way that |eadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." These roads
| saw were distinct, separate, in opposite directions. One leads to
eternal life; the other to death, eternal death. | saw the distinction
in these roads, also the distinction between the conpani es traveling
these roads. The roads are opposite; one is broad and smooth, the other
is narrow and rugged. So the parties that travel these roads are
opposite in character, inlife, in dress, and conversation. p. 13,
Para. 2, [20T].

Those traveling in the narrow way are tal king of the joy and happi ness
they will have at the end of the journey. Their countenances are often
sad, yet often beamwth holy, sacred joy. They do not dress like the
conpany in the broad road, nor talk Iike them nor act |ike them A
Pattern has been given them A Man of sorrow and acquainted with gri ef
opened that road for them and traveled that road hinself. H's
foll owers see his footsteps, and are conforted and cheered. He went
t hrough safely, so can they if they follow his footsteps. In the broad
road all are occupied with their persons, their dress, and the
pl easures in the way. Hilarity and glee they freely indulge in, and
think not of their journey's end, of the certain destruction at the end
of the path. Every day they approach nearer their destruction, yet they
madly rush on faster and faster. Oh, how dreadfully this | ooked to ne!
p. 14, Para. 1, [20T1].

| saw many traveling in this broad road who had witten upon them
"Dead to the world, The end of all things is at hand, Be ye also
ready." They | ooked just |like all the vain ones around them except a
shade of sadness which | noticed upon their countenances. Their
conversation was just |ike the gay, thoughtless ones around them but
they woul d occasionally point to the letters on their garments with
great satisfaction calling for the others to have the sanme upon theirs.
They were in the broad way, yet they professed to be of that nunmber who
were traveling the narrow way. Those around them woul d say, "There is
no distinction between us, We are all alike, W dress, and talk, and
act alike." p. 14, Para. 2, [20T].

Then | was pointed back to the years 1843 and 1844. There was a spirit
of consecration then, that there is not now. What has cone over the
prof essed, peculiar people of God? | saw the conformty to the world,
the unwillingness to suffer for the truth's sake. | saw a great |ack of
submi ssion to the will of God. | was pointed back to the children of
Israel after they left Egypt. God in nmercy called themout fromthe
Egyptians, that they nmight worship himw thout hindrance or restraint.
He wrought for themin the way by nmiracles, he proved them he tried



them by bringing theminto straight places. After the wonderfu
deal i ngs of God, and their deliverance so many tines, when tried or
proved by God, they murnured. Their |anguage was, "Wuld to God we had
di ed by the hand of the Lord in the |land of Egypt." p. 15, Para. 1,
[20T1].

| saw that many who profess to believe the truth for these | ast days,
think it strange that the children of Israel nurrmured as they
journeyed, and after the wonderful dealings of God to them should be
so ungrateful, and forget what God had done for them Said the angel
"Ye have done worse than they." | saw that God had given his servants
the truth so clear, so plain, that it cannot be resisted. Every where
they go they have certain victory. The enem es cannot get round the
convincing truth. Light has been shed so clear, that the servants of
God can stand up any where and let truth, clear and connected, bear
away the victory. This great blessing has not been realized and prized.
If any trial arises, sone begin to | ook back, and think they have a
hard tine. Sone of the professed servants of God do not know what
purifying trials are. They make trials sonetinmes for thensel ves,
i magine trials, and are so easily discouraged, so easily hurt, self
dignity is so quick to feel, that they injure thenselves, injure
others, and the cause. Satan magnifies and puts things into the mnd
that, if given way to, will destroy the useful ness and influence of
such. p. 15, Para. 2, [20T].

| saw that sonme had felt tenpted to take thenselves fromthe work, to
| abor with their hands. | saw that if the hand of God shoul d be taken
fromthem and they left subject to disease and death, then such woul d
know what trouble is. It is a fearful thing to nmurmur against God. They
do not bear in mind that the way they are traveling is a rugged, self-
denyi ng, self-crucifying way, and they nust not expect every thing to
nove on as snoothly as though they were traveling in the broad road.
p. 16, Para. 1, [20T1].

| saw that some of the nessengers are so easily discouraged, self is
so quickly hurt, they imgi ne thenselves slighted and injured when it
is not so. They think their lot hard. Such realize not how they would
feel should the sustaining hand of God be withdrawn, and they pass
t hrough angui sh of soul. Their lot, they then would see, would be
tenfold harder than it was before, while they were enployed in the
| abor of God, suffering trials and privations, yet withal having the
approbation of God. Sone that are laboring in the cause of God know not
when they do have an easy tinme. They have had so few privations, have
hardly known any thing of want or wearing | abor, or burden of soul
that when they have an easy time, their lives alnost entirely free from
angui sh of spirit, are favored of God, they know it not, and think
their trials great. | saw that unless such have a spirit of self-
sacrifice, and are ready to | abor cheerfully, not sparing thenselves,
God will release them He will not acknow edge them as his self-
sacrificing servants; but will raise up those who will |abor, not
slothfully but in earnest, and will know when they have an easy tine.
God' s servants nust feel the burden of souls, and weep between the
porch and the altar, and cry, "Spare thy people, Lord." p. 16, Para.
2, [20r1].

Some of the servants of God have given up their lives, to spend and be
spent, for the cause of God, while their constitutions are gone, and



they are al nost worn out with nmental |abor, incessant care, toil, and
privations, while others have not had, and would not take, the burden
upon them Yet just such ones think they have a hard time, because they
never have experienced hardshi ps. They never have been baptized into
the suffering part, and never will be as long as they mani fest so nuch
weakness, and so little fortitude, and |love their ease so well. Let
these servants feel the woe upon themif they preach not the gospel

and it will be enough; but all do not feel this. p. 17, Para. 1,

[20T1].

I was shown the conformity of some professed Sabbat h-keepers to the
world. Ch, | saw it was a disgrace to their profession, a disgrace to
the cause of God! They give the lie to their profession. They think
they are not like the world, but they are so near |like themin dress,
in conversation, and actions, that there is no distinction. | saw them
decorating their poor nortal bodies, which are |iable any nmonment to be
touched by the finger of God, and | aid upon a bed of anguish. GCh, then,
as they approach their |ast change, nortal anguish racks their franes,
and the great inquiry then is, "Am| prepared to die; prepared to
appear before God in judgnment and stand the grand review?" Ask them
then how they feel about decorating their bodies, and if they have any
sense of what it is to be prepared to appear before God, they will tel
you that if they could take back and live over the past, they would
correct their lives, shun the follies of the world, its vanity, its
pride, and woul d adorn the body with nodest apparel and set an exanple
to others around them They would live to the glory of God. Wiy is it
so hard to lead a self-denying, hunble |ife? Because professed
Christians are not dead to the world. It is easy living after we are
dead; but they have a disposition to dress and act as much |ike the
worl d as possible, and yet go to Heaven. Such seek to clinmb up sone
ot her way. They do not enter through the narrow way and strai ght gate.
p. 17, Para. 2, [20T1].

I was shown the conpany present at the Conference. Said the Angel, "
Sonme food for worns,* sone subjects of the seven | ast plagues, sone
will be alive and remain upon the earth, to be translated at the com ng
of Jesus." p. 18, Para. 1, [20T].

Sol erm words were these, spoken by the angel. | asked why so few were
interested in their eternal interest, so few preparing for their |ast
change. Said the angel, "Earth attracts them its treasures seem of

worth to them " They find enough to engross the nind, and have no tine
to prepare for Heaven. Satan is ever ready to plunge them deeper and
deeper into difficulty, and as one perplexity and trouble is off the
m nd he begets within them an unholy desire for nore of the things of
earth, and thus their tine is gone, and when it is too late they see

t hey have not hing substantial. They have grasped at shadows and | ost
eternal life. p. 18, Para. 2, [20T].

Such will have no excuse. Many, | saw, dressed |ike the world to have
i nfluence; but here they make a sad m stake. |If they would have a true
and saving influence, let themlive out their profession, show their
faith by their righteous works, and nmeke the distinction great between

the Christian and the world. | saw that the words, the dress, and the
actions, should tell for God. Then a holy influence will be shed upon
all, and all will take knowl edge of themthat they have been with

Jesus; and unbelievers will see that the truth we profess has a holy



i nfluence, and that faith in Christ's coning affects the character of
the man or woman. If any wi sh to have their influence tell in favor of
truth, let themlive it out, and imtate the hunble Pattern. p. 18,
Para. 3, [20T1].

*Sister Clarissa M Bonfoey, who fell asleep in Jesus only three days
after this vision was given, was present, in usual health, and was
deeply inpressed that she was one that would go into the grave, and
stated her convictions to others. p. 18, Para. 4, [20T1].

| saw that God hates pride, and that all the proud, and all that do
wi ckedly, shall be stubble, and the day that cometh shall burn them up.
| saw that the third angel's nmessage nust yet work |ike | eaven upon
many hearts that profess to believe it, and purge away their pride,
sel fi shness, covetousness, and |love of the world. p. 19, Para. 1,
[20T1].

Jesus is coming, and will he find a people confornmed to the worl d? And
wi |l he acknow edge them as his people? Oh, no. None but the pure and
holy will he acknowl edge as his. Those that have been purified and nmade
bright through suffering, and have kept thensel ves separate, unspotted
fromthe world, he will own as his. p. 19, Para. 2, [20TI].

As | saw the dreadful fact that God's people were conforned to the
world, with no distinction, only in name, between many of the professed
di sci ples of the nmeek and |lowy Jesus, and unbelievers, nmy soul felt
deep angui sh. | saw that Jesus was wounded and put to an open shane.
Said the angel, as with sorrow he saw the professed people of God
loving the world, partaking of the spirit of the world, and follow ng
its fashions, "Cut |oose! cut |oose! |lest he appoint thee thy portion
with hypocrites and unbelievers outside of the City. Thy profession
will only cause thee greater anguish, and thy punishnent will be
greater, because ye knew his will, but did it not." | saw that those
who profess to believe the third angel's nessage often wound the cause
of God by lightness, joking, and trifling. This evil | was shown was
all through our ranks. | saw that there should be an hunbling before
God, and that the Israel of God should rend the heart and not the
garnents. Childlike sinplicity is rarely seen; the approbation of man
is nmore thought of than to fear to displease God. Said the angel, Set
thine heart in order, lest he visit thee in judgnent, and the brittle
thread of |life be cut, and ye lie down in the grave unsheltered,
unprepared for the judgment. O if ye do not make your bed in the
grave, unless ye soon nake your peace with God, tear yourselves from
the world, your hearts will grow harder, and ye will |ean upon a false
prop, a supposed preparation, and find out your mnistake too late to
secure a well-grounded hope." p. 19, Para. 3, [20T].

| saw that sonme professed Sabbat h-keepers spent hours that were worse
than thrown away studying this or that fashion to decorate the poor
nortal body. Wiile you make yoursel ves appear |like the world, and as
beauti ful as you can, renenber that the sane body may in a few days be
food for worns. And while you fix it up to your taste to please the
eye, you are dying spiritually. God hates your vain, w cked pride, and
he | ooks upon you as a whited sepulcher; but within full of corruption
and uncl eanness. p. 20, Para. 1, [20T].

Mot hers set the exanple of pride to their children, and while so



doi ng, sow seed that will spring up and bear fruit. The harvest will be
pl enteous and sure. That which they sow they shall reap. There will be
no failure in the crop. | saw, parents, that it is easier for you to

| earn your children a | esson of pride, than a | esson of humlity. and
that Satan and his angels stand right by your side to nake the act of
yours, or the word that you may speak to them effectual, to encourage
themto dress, and in their pride to mingle with society that is not
holy. O parents, you plant a thorn in your own bosons that you will
often feel in anguish. And when you woul d counteract the sad | esson you
have | earned your children, you will find it a hard thing. It is

i npossible for you to do it. You may deny themthings that will gratify
their pride, yet that pride lives in the heart, longing to be
satisfied, and nothing can kill this pride but to have the quick and
powerful Spirit of God find the way to the heart, and work |ike |eaven
there, and renove it. p. 20, Para. 2, [20T].

| saw that young and ol d neglect their Bibles. They do not nmake that
book their study and the rule of life, as they should, especially the
young. Most of them are ready, and find plenty of tine, to read al nost
any ot her book. But the Wbrd that points to life, eternal life, is not
perused and daily studies. That precious inportant book that is to
judge themin the day, is scarcely studied at all. Idle stories have
been attentively read, while the Bible has been passed by, neglected. A
day is com ng, of clouds and thick darkness, when all will wish to be
t horoughly furnished by the plain, sinple truths of the word of God,
that they may neekly, yet decidedly, give a reason of their hope. This
reason of their hope, | saw, they nust have to strengthen their own
souls for the fierce conflict. Wthout this they are wanting, and
cannot have firmmess and decision. p. 20, Para. 3, [20T].

Parents had much better burn the idle tales of the day, and the
novels, as they cone into their houses. It wuld be a mercy to their
chil dren. Encourage the reading of these storybooks, and it is |ike
enchantnent. It bew | ders and poisons the mind. | saw that unless
parents awake to the eternal interest of their children, they wll
surely be lost though their neglect. And the possibility of these
unfai t hful parents' being saved thenselves is very small. Parents,
saw, should be exenplary. They should exert a holy influence in their
fam lies. They should let their dress be nodest, different fromthe
wor | d around them You should rebuke pride in your children, if you
value their eternal interest. Faithfully rebuke this pride, and
encourage it not in deed or word. | saw that this pride nust be torn
out of our famlies. Oh, the pride that was shown ne of God's professed
people. It has increased every year, until it is now inpossible to
desi gnat e professed Advent Sabbat h-Keepers fromall the world around
them Mich, | saw, was expended for ribbons and | aces for the bonnets,
collars,* and other needless articles to decorate the body, while
Jesus, the King of glory, who gave his |life to redeemthem wore a
crown of thorns. This was the way their Master's sacred head was
decorated. He was "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief." "He was
wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities; the
chasti sement of our peace was upon him and with his stripes we are
heal ed." And the very ones that profess to be washed by the bl ood of
Jesus, can dress up, and decorate their poor, nortal bodies, yet dare
to profess to be the followers of the holy, self-denying, hunble
Pattern. Oh, | wish that all could see this in the light that God sees
it, and showed it to ne. It seened too nuch for me to bear, to feel the



angui sh of soul that | felt as | beheld it. "God's people," said the
angel, "are peculiar; such is he purifying unto hinself." | saw that

t he outside appearance was an index to the heart. \Wen hung with

ri bbons, collars, and needless things, it plainly shows that all this
is in the heart, and unless that such persons are cleansed fromtheir
sins, they can never see God, for the pure in heart alone will see him
p. 21, Para. 1, [20T1].

*The question has often been asked ne if | believed it wong to wear
plain linen collars. My answer has al ways been, No. Sonme have taken the
extrene nmeani ng of what | have witten about collars, and have
mai ntai ned that it was wong to wear one of any description. | was
shown expensively wrought collars, and expensive and unnecessary
ri bbons and | aces, which some Sabbat h- keepers have worn, and stil
wear, for the sake of show and fashion. | did not design to be
understood, by nanming collars, that nothing Iike a collar should be
worn, or by naming ribbons, that no ribbons at all should be worn. p.
21, Para. 2, [20T1].

| saw that the axe nust be laid at the root of the tree. Such pride
shoul d not be suffered in the church. It is these things that separate
God from his people, that shuts the ark away fromthem |I|srael has been
asleep to the pride, and fashions, and conformty to the world, in
their very midst. They advance every nonth in pride, covetousness,
sel fishness, and | ove of the world. When the truth affects the heart,

it will cause a death to the world, and the ribbons, |aces, and collars
will be laid aside, and if dead, the |laugh, the jeer, and scorn of
unbelievers, will not nmove them They will feel an anxious desire to be
separate fromthe world, like their Master. They will not imtate its
pride, fashions, or custonms. The noble object will be ever before them
to glorify God, and gain the immortal inheritance. This prospect wll
swal l ow up all besides of an earthly nature. God will have a separate

and distinct people fromthe world. And if any have a desire to imtate
the fashions of the world, that they do not inmediately subdue, just so
soon God ceases to acknowl edge them as his children. They are the
children of the world, and darkness. They want to be as nuch like the
worl d as possible, and those that profess to have put on Christ, by

t hus doing put himoff, and show that they are strangers to grace,
strangers to the nmeek and lowy Jesus. If they had acquai nted
thenselves with him they would wal k worthy of him p. 22, Para. 1,
[20T1].

| saw t he conpani ons of the nessengers. Sone of themare no help to
their husbands, yet they profess the third angel's nmessage. They think

nore of studying their own w shes and pleasure than the will of God, or
how they can hold up the hands of their husbands by their faithfu
prayers and careful walk. | saw that some of themtake such a wllful,

sel fish course, that Satan nakes them his instrunents, and works
through themto destroy the useful ness and i nfluence of their husbands.
They feel at liberty to conplain and nurnmur if they are brought through
any straight places. They forget the sufferings of the ancient
Christians for the truth's sake, and think they nust have their w shes
and their way, and follow their own will. They forget the sufferings of
Jesus their Master. They forget the man of sorrows, that was acquai nted
with grief, he who had not where to lay his head. They do not care to
remenber that holy brow, pierced with a crown of thorns. They forget

hi m who, bearing his own cross to Calvary, fainted beneath its burden



not nmerely the burden of the wooden cross, but the heavy burden of the
sins of the world were upon him They forget the cruel nails driven
through his tender hands and feet, and his expiring, agonizing cries,
"My God, ny God, why hast thou forsaken ne?" And after all this
suffering endured for them they feel a strong unw |llingness to suffer
to Christ's sake. p. 23, Para. 1, [20T].

These individuals, | saw, were deceiving thenselves. They have no part
nor lot in the matter. They have got hold of the truth, but the truth
has not got hold of them When the truth, the solemm, inportant truth,
gets hold of them self will die, and the |Ianguage will not be, "I
shall go here, and shall not stay there;" but the earnest inquiry wll
be, "Where does God want ne to be? Where can | best glorify him and
where can our united | abors do the nobst good?" Their will should be
swal lowed up in the will of God. The |ack of consecration, and the
wi | | ful ness that sone of the nessengers' conpani ons possess, will stand
in the way of sinners; and the blood of souls will be upon their
garnents. Some of the nessengers have borne a strong testinony in
regard to the duty, and the wongs of the church. It has not had its
designed effect; for their own conpani ons needed all the straight
testimony that had been borne. And the reproof came back upon
thensel ves with great weight. They let their conpanions affect them
and drag them down, and prejudice their mnds, and their useful ness and
influence is lost, and they feel desponding and di sheartened, and
realize not the true source of the injury. It is close at hone. p. 23,
Para. 2, [20T].

| saw that these sisters are closely connected with the work of God if
he has called their husbands to preach the present truth. These
servants, if truly called of God. will feel the inportance of the
truth. They are standing between the living and the dead, and nust
watch for souls as they that nust give account. Solemm is their
calling. And their conpanions can be a great blessing to them or a
great curse. They can cheer them when despondi ng, confort them when
cast down, and encourage themto look up and trust fully in God when
their faith fails. And they can take an opposite course, | ook upon the
dark side, and think they have a hard time, have no faith in God, and
talk their trials and unbelief to their conpani ons, have a conpl ai ni ng,
murmuring spirit, and be a dead weight, and even a curse, to them p
24, Para. 1, [20T1].

| saw that the conpani ons of the nessengers should help their husbands
in their |abors, and be exact and careful what influence they exert;
for they are watched, and nore is expected of themthan others. Their
dress should be an exanple. Their lives and conversations should be an
exanpl e, and savor of life, rather than death. | saw that they should
take an humnbl e, neek, yet exalted, stand, and not have their talk upon
things that do not tend to direct their m nds heavenward. The great
i nquiry should be, "How can | save ny own should, and be the neans of

saving others?" | saw that there was no hal fhearted work in this
matter, accepted of God. He wants the whole heart and interest or he
wi |l have none. Their influence tells, decidedly, unm stakably, in

favor of the truth, or against it. They gather with Jesus, or scatter
abroad. An unsanctified conpanion is the greatest curse a nessenger can
have. Those servants of God that have been, and are still so unhappily
situated as to have this withering influence at honme, should double
their prayers, their watchful ness, and take a decided, firmstand, and



et not this darkness press them down. They shoul d cl eave closer to
God, be firm and decided, rule well their own house, and live so that

t hey can have the approbation of God, and the watch-care of the angels.
But if they yield to the wishes of their unconsecrated conpanions, the
fromm of God is brought upon the dwelling. The ark of God cannot abide
in the house, because they countenance and uphold themin their wongs.
Qur God is a jealous God. It is fearful to trifle with him Anciently,
Achan coveted a gol den wedge, and a Babyl oni sh garnent, and secreted
them and all Israel suffered. They were driven before their enenies
And when Joshua inquired the cause, the Lord said, "Up, sanctify the
peopl e, and say, Sanctify yourselves against the nmorrow, for thus saith
the Lord God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the mdst of

thee, O lsrael; thou canst not stand before thine enenmes, until ye
take away the accursed thing from anong you." Achan had sinned, and God
destroyed him and all his household, with all they possessed, and

wi ped the curse fromlsrael. p. 24, Para. 2, [20T].

| saw that the Israel of God nust arise, renew their strength in God
by renewi ng and keeping their covenant with him Covetousness,
sel fi shness, |ove of noney, and |ove of the world, are all through the
ranks of Sabbat h-keepers. These evils are drying up the sacrifice of
God' s people. Those that have this covetousness in their hearts are not
aware of it. It has gained upon theminperceptibly. And unless it is
rooted out, their destruction will be as sure as Achan's was. Many have
taken the sacrifice from God's altar, and they love the world, love its
gain and increase and unless there is an entire change they will perish
with the world. God has lent themneans. It is not their own; but God
has made them his stewards. And because of this, they call it their
own, and hoard it up. But oh, how quick, when the prospering hand of
God is renoved fromthem is it all snatched away in a nonment. There
must be a sacrificing for God, a denying self for the truth's sake. Oh,
how weak and frail is man. How puny his arm | saw that soon the
| oftiness of man is to be brought down, and the pride of nman hunbl ed.
Ki ngs and nobles, rich and poor, alike shall bow, and the withering
pl agues from God shall fall upon them p. 25, Para. 1, [20T].



