TESTI MONY For THE CHURCH. --No. 28.--By MRS. ELLEN G WHI TE. p. 1,
Para. 1, [280r].

Sevent h-Day Adventi st Publishing Association, Battle Creek, M ch.
1879. p. 1, Para. 2, [280T].

Experi ence and Labors. p. 5, Para. 1, [280T].

My reason for sending out another Testinony to nmy dear brethren and
sisters at this tine is, that the Lord has graciously manifested
himself to ne, and has again revealed matters of very great inportance
to those who profess to be keeping the commandnents of God and waiting
for the com ng of the Son of man. More than three years had el apsed
between the vision given me Jan. 3, 1875, and the recent nanifestation
of God's love and power to ne. But before entering upon the views
recently shown ne, | will give a brief sketch of ny experience for a
year or two past. p. 5, Para. 2, [280T].

May 11, 1877, we left Oakland, California, for Battle Creek, M chigan
I had been afflicted with pain in ny heart for several nonths, and
suffered much with oppressed breathing on ny journey across the plains.
The difficulty did not |eave ne when we reached M chigan. Qhers
occupi ed our honme at Battle Creek, and we had no relatives there to
care for us, our children all being in California. Kind friends,
however, did what they could for nme, but | did not feel free to burden
t hem when they had all the care they should have with their own
famlies. p. 5, Para. 3, [280r1].

A tel egram had, been sent to ny husband, requesting his presence at
Battle Creek to give attention to inportant business relative to the
cause, but nore especially to take the supervision of planning the
large Sanitariumbuilding. In answer to this, he cane and engaged
earnestly in preaching, witing, and hol di ng Board-neetings at the
Review O fice, the College, and the Sanitarium working into the night
nearly every evening. This wore himfearfully. He felt the inportance
of these institutions, but especially of the large Sanitarium building,
in which was being invested nore than fifty thousand dollars. His
constant nental anxiety was preparing the way for a sudden breakdown.
We both felt our danger, and decided to go to Col orado to enjoy
retirement and rest. Wiile planning for the journey, a voice seened to

say to me, "Put the arnor on. | have work for you to do in Battle
Creek." The voice seenmed so plain that | involuntarily turned to see
who was speaking. | saw no one; and at the sense of the presence of

God, ny heart was broken in tenderness before him Wen nmy husband
entered the room | told himthe exercises of ny nmind. W wept and
prayed together. Qur arrangenents had been made to | eave in three days;
but now all our plans were changed. p. 6, Para. 1, [280Tr].

May 30, the patients and Faculty of the Sanitarium having planned to
spend the day two niles fromBattle Creek in a beautiful grove that

bor dered Goguac Lake, | was urged to be present and speak to the
patients. Had | consulted ny feelings, | should not have ventured; but

| thought perhaps this mght be a part of the work | was to do in
Battle Creek. At the usual hour, tables were spread with hygienic food,
whi ch was partaken of with keen relish. At 3 o' clock the exercises were
opened with prayer and singing | had great freedomin speaking to the



people. Al listened with the deepest interest. After | had ceased
speaki ng, Judge Graham of W sconsin, a patient at the Sanitarium arose
and proposed that the |lecture be printed, and circul ated anong the
patients and others for their noral and physical benefit, that the

wor ds spoken that day might never be forgotten or disregarded. The
proposition was approved by a unani nous vote, and the address was
published in a snmall panphlet entitled, "The Sanitarium Patients at
Goguac Lake." p. 7, Para. 1, [280r1].

The cl ose of the school year of the Battle Creek Coll ege was now at
hand. | had felt very anxious for the students, many of whom were

ei ther unconverted or backslidden from God. | had desired to speak to
them and make an effort, for their salvation before they should
scatter to their homes. But | had been too feeble to engage in | abor
for them After the experience | have related, | had all the evidence
could ask that God would sustain nme in |aboring for the salvation of
the students. p. 8, Para. 1, [280T].

Meeti ngs were appointed in our house of worship for the benefit of the

students. | spent a week, |aboring every evening, and Sabbath and
first-day, for them M heart was touched to see the house of worship
nearly filled with the students of our school. | tried to inpress upon

themthat a |ife of purity and prayer would not be a hinderance to them
in obtaining a thorough know edge of the sciences, but that it would
renove nmany hi nderances to their progress in know edge. By beconi ng
connected with the Saviour, they are brought into the school of Christ,
and if diligent students in this school, vice and inmorality will be
expelled fromtheir mdst. These being crowded out, increased know edge
will be the result. Al who becone learners in the school of Christ
excel in education, both in quality and extent. | presented before them
that Christ is the Great Teacher, the source of all w sdom the
greatest educator the world has ever known. "The fear of the Lord is

t he begi nning of wisdom" p. 8, Para. 2, [280T].

A know edge of God and his requirements will open the understandi ng of
the student to realize his responsibilities to God and to the world. To
this end he will feel that his talents nust be devel oped in that way
which will produce the very best results. This cannot be done unless
all the precepts and principles of religion are connected with his
school education. In no case should he disconnect God from his studies.
In pursuit of know edge he is searching for truth. And all truth cones
from God, the source of truth. Students who are virtuous and are inbued
with the spirit of Christ will grasp know edge with all their
faculties. p. 9, Para. 1, [280T].

The Col |l ege at Battle Creek was established for the purpose of
teaching the sciences and at the sane tinme | eading the students to the
Savi our, whence all true know edge flows. Education acquired without
Bible religion is disrobed of its true brightness and glory. | sought
to inpress upon the students the fact that our school is to take a
hi gher position in education than any other institution of |earning, by
openi ng before them nobl er views, ains, and objects in life, and
educating themto have a correct know edge of human duty and eterna
interests. The great object in the establishnment of our College was to
gi ve correct views, showi ng the harmony of science and Bible religion
p. 9, Para. 2, [280T].



The Lord strengthened ne and bl essed our efforts. A |large nunber cane
forward for prayers. Some of these through |ack of Watchful ness and
prayer had lost their faith and the evidence of their connection with
God. Many testified that in taking this step they received the bl essing
of God. As the result of the neetings, quite a nunber presented
t hensel ves for baptism p. 10, Para. 1, [280rT].

As the closing exercises of the College year were to be held at Goguac
Lake, it was decided that the baptism be adm nistered there. The
services of the occasion were of deep interest to the |arge
congregati on assenbl ed, and were conducted with due solemity, being
appropriately closed with this sacred ordi nance. | spoke at the
comrencenent and cl ose of the exercises. My husband | ed fourteen of the
preci ous youth down into the water of the beautiful |ake and buried
themwith their Lord in baptism Several of those who presented
t hensel ves as subjects for baptismchose to receive this ordinance at
their hones. Thus closed the nenorable services of the college year of
our bel oved school. p. 10, Para. 2, [280T].

But nmy work was not yet done in Battle Creek; for imediately on our
return fromthe | ake we were earnestly solicited to take part in a
Tenperance Mass Meeting, a very praise-worthy effort in progress anong
the better portion of the citizens of Battle Creek. This novenent
enbraced the Battle Creek Reform Club, six hundred strong, and the
Woman's Christian Tenperance Union, two hundred and sixty strong. p
11, Para. 1, [280r1].

God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Bible were faniliar words with
t hese earnest workers. Mich good had al ready been acconplished, and the
activity of the workers, the system by which they | abored, and the
spirit of their meetings, pronm sed greater good in tine to conme. p.

11, Para. 2, [280r1].

It was on the occasion of the visit of Barnumls great nenagerie to
this city on the 28th of June, that the |adies of the Wonan's Chri sti an
Tenperance Union struck a telling blow for tenperance -- and reform by
organi zi ng an i nmense tenperance restaurant to acconmodate the crowds
of people who gathered in fromthe country to visit the nenagerie, thus
preventing themfromvisiting the sal oons and groggeri es where they
woul d be exposed to tenptation. The nmammoth tent, capabl e of hol di ng
5, 000 people, enployed by the M chigan Conference for canp-neeting
pur poses, was tendered for the occasion. Beneath this i nmense canvas
tenple were erected fifteen or twenty tables for the accomvpdati on of
guests. p. 11, Para. 3, [280T].

By invitation, the Sanitariumset a -- large table in the center of
the great pavilion, bountifully supplied with delicious fruit, grains,
and vegetables. This table forned the chief attraction, and was nore
| argely patronized than any other. Although it was nore than thirty
feet long, it becane so crowded that it was necessary to set another
about two-thirds as |ong, which was also thronged. p. 12, Para. 1,

[ 280T] .

By invitation of the Conmttee of -- Arrangenents, Mayor Austin, W H.
Ski nner, cashier of the First National Bank, and C. C. Peavey, | spoke
in the mammoth tent Sunday evening, July 1, upon the subject of
Christian Tenperance. God hel ped nme that evening. And although | spoke



ninety mnutes, the crowd of fully five thousand persons |istened with
al nost breathless silence. p. 12, Para. 2, [280Tr].

Visit to Indiana. p. 13, Para. 1, [280rl].

Aug. 9-14, | attended the canp-neeting in Indiana, acconpani ed by ny
daughter, Mary K. Wiite. My husband found it was inpossible for himto
| eave Battle Creek. At this neeting the Lord strengthened nme to | abor
nost earnestly. As | | ooked upon the audi ence of nmen and wonen
assenbl ed, noble in appearance and commandi ng i n influence, and
conpared themwith the little conpany assemnbl ed six years before who
were nostly poor and uneducated, | could but exclaim Wat hath the
Lord wought! The Lord gave ne cl earness and power to appeal to the
people. p. 13, Para. 2, [280T].

Monday, | suffered nuch with my |ungs, having taken a severe cold; but
| pleaded with the Lord to strengthen me to nake one nore effort for
the sal vation of souls. | was raised above ny infirmty, and was
bl essed with great freedom and power. | appealed to the people to give
their hearts to God. About fifty cane forward for prayers. The deepest
interest was manifested. Fifteen were buried with Christ in baptism as
the result of the neeting. p. 13, Para. 3, [280T].

We had planned to attend the Chio and Eastern canp-neetings, but our
friends thought that in ny present state of health it would be
presunptuous. So we decided to remain at Battle Creek. My throat and
| ungs pai ned ne nmuch, and nmy heart was still affected. Being nuch of
the time a great sufferer, | placed nyself under treatnent at our
Sanitarium p. 13, Para. 4, [280T].

Effects of Overwork. p. 14, Para. 1, [280rl].

My husband | abored incessantly to advance the interests of the cause
of God in the various departnents of the work centering in Battle
Creek. His friends were astoni shed at the amount of | abor he
acconpl i shed. Sabbath norning, August 18, he spoke in our house of
worship. In the afternoon his mnd was closely and critically exercised
for four consecutive hours, while he listened to the readi ng of
manuscript for Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 3. The matter was intensely
interesting, and calculated to stir the soul to its very depths, being
arelation of the trial, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of
Christ. Before we were aware of it he was very weary. He conmenced
| abor on Sunday at five O clock in the norning, and conti nued worKking
until twelve at night. p. 14, Para. 2, [280r1].

The next norning at about hal f-past six, he was attacked with

gi ddi ness, and was threatened with paralysis. We greatly feared this
dreaded di sease; but the Lord was nerciful, and spared us the
affliction. However, his attack was followed by great physical and
mental prostration; and now, indeed, it seenmed inpossible for us to
attend the Eastern canp-neetings, or for ne to attend them and | eave
nmy husband depressed in spirits and in feeble health. p. 14, Para. 3,
[ 280T] .

When ny husband was thus prostrated, | said, "This is the work of the
eneny. We nmust not submit to his power. God will work in our behalf.”
On Wednesday we had a special season of prayer that the blessing of God



m ght rest upon himand restore himto health. W also asked for w sdom
that we m ght know our duty in regard to attending the canp-neetings.
The Lord had many tines strengthened our faith to go forth and work for
hi m under di scouragenents and infirmties; and at such tinmes he had
wonderfully preserved and upheld us. But our friends pleaded that we
ought to rest, and that it appeared inconsistent and unreasonable for
us to attenpt such a journey, and incur the fatigue and exposure of
canp life. We, ourselves, tried to think that the cause of God woul d go
forward the sane if we were set aside, and had no part to act in it.

God woul d raise up others to do his work. p. 15, Para. 1, [280T].

I could not, however, find rest and freedomin the thought of
remai ni ng absent fromthe field of labor. It seenmed to ne that Satan
was striving to hedge up ny way, to prevent ne from bearing ny

testimony, and from doing the work God had given me to do. | had about
decided to go alone, and do ny part, trusting in God to give ne the
needful strength, when we received a letter fromBro. Haskell, in which

he thanked God that Bro. and Sister Wite would attend the New Engl and
canp-neeting. Eld. Canright had witten that he could not be present,
as he would he unable to | eave the interest in Danvers, and al so that
none of the conpany could be spared fromthe tent. Eld. Haskell stated
in his letter that all preparations had been nmade for a | arge neeting
at Grovel and; and he had decided to have the neeting, with the help of
God, even if he had to carry it through alone. p. 16, Para. 1, [280T].

We again took the matter to the Lord in prayer. W knew the mighty
Heal er could restore both ny husband and nyself to health, if it was
for his glory so to do. It seemed hard to nove out, weary, sick, and
di scouraged. At times | felt that God would nake the journey a bl essing
to us both, if we went trusting in him The thought would frequently
arise in nmy mnd, Wiere is your faith? God has prom sed, "As thy days,
so shall thy strength be." p. 16, Para. 2, [280T].

| sought to encourage my husband; he thought that if | felt able to
undergo the fatigue and | abor of canp-neeting, it would be best for ne
to go; but he could not endure the thought of acconpanying nme in his
state of feebleness, unable to |Iabor, his mind clouded with
despondency, and himself a subject of pity to his brethren. He had sat
up but very little since his sudden attack, and seened to grow no
stronger. We sought the Lord again and agai n hoping, that there would
be a rift in the cloud, but no special light came. Wile the carriage
was waiting to take us to the depot, we again went before the Lord in
prayer, and pleaded with himto sustain us on our journey. W both
decided to walk out by faith, and to venture all on the prom ses of
God. This nmovenent of ours required considerable faith. Upon taking our
seats in the cars, we felt that we were in the path of duty. W rested
in traveling, and slept well at night. p. 17, Para. 1, [280T].

Canp- Meetings. p. 18, Para. 1, [280T].

About eight o'clock on Friday evening we reached Boston. The next
norning we took the flat train to Grovel and. Wen we arrived at the
canp-ground, the rain was literally pouring. Elder Haskell had | abored
constantly up to this tine, and excellent neetings were reported. There
were forty-seven tents on the ground, besides three large tents, the
one for the congregation being 80 by 125 feet in dinensions. p. 18,
Para. 2, [280rl].



The neetings on the Sabbath were of the deepest interest. The church
was revived and strengthened, while sinners and backsliders were
aroused to a sense of their danger. p. 18, Para. 3, [280T].

Sunday norning the weather was still cloudy, but before it was tine
for the people to assenble the sun shone forth. Boats and trains poured
their living freight upon the ground in thousands. Elder Snmith spoke in
the norning upon the Eastern Question. The subject was of specia
interest, and the people listened with the nost earnest attention. In
the afternoon it was difficult to make ny way to the desk through the
standi ng crowd. Upon reaching it, a sea of heads was before ne. The
mammot h tent was full, and thousands stood about the tent, making a
living wall several feet deep. My lungs and throat pained ne very nuch,
yet | believed God would hel p me upon that inportant occasion. Wile
speaki ng, ny weariness and pain were forgotten, as | realized that |
was speaking to a people that did not regard my words as idle tales.
The di scourse occupi ed over an hour, with the very best attention
t hroughout. As the closing hymm was being sung, the officers of the

Tenperance Reform Club of Haverhill solicited nme, as on the previous
year, to speak before their association on Monday evening. Having an
appoi ntment to speak at Danver, | was obliged to decline the

invitation. p. 18, Para. 4, [280T].

Monday norning we had a season of prayer in our tent in behalf of ny
husband. W presented his case to the Great Physician. It was a

preci ous season; the peace of Heaven rested upon us. These words cane
forcibly to ny mind, "This is the victory that overconeth the world,
even our faith.” We all felt the blessing of God resting upon us. W
then assembled in the large tent, and my husband net with us, and spoke
for a short tinme, uttering precious words froma heart softened, and
aglow with a deep sense of the nmercy and goodness of God. He endeavored
to bring the believers in the truth to realize their privilege of

recei ving assurance of the grace of God in their hearts; that the great
truths we believe should sanctify the life, ennoble the character, and
have a saving influence upon the world. The tearful eyes of the people
showed that their hearts were touched and nelted by these remarks. p.
19, Para. 1, [280r1].

We then took up the work where we had left it on the Sabbath, and the
norni ng was spent in special |abor for sinners and backsliders, of whom
two hundred cane forward for prayers, ranging in years fromthe child
of ten to gray-beaded nen and wonen. More than a score of these were
setting their feet in the way of life for the first tine. In the
afternoon thirty-ei ght persons were baptized, quite a nunber del aying
baptismuntil they returned to their hones. p. 20, Para. 1, [280T].

Monday evening, in conpany with Eld. Canright and several others, |
took the cars for Danvers. My husband was not able to acconpany ne.
When rel eased fromthe i medi ate pressure of the canp-neeting, |
realized that | was sick, and had but little strength; yet the cars
were fast bearing us on to ny appointnent in Danvers. Here | nust stand
before those who were entire strangers. Their nminds had been prejudiced
by fal se reports and wi cked slander. | thought if | could have strength
of lungs, and clearness of voice, and freedom from pain of heart, |
woul d be very grateful to God. These thoughts and feelings were kept to
nmyself, and in great distress | silently called upon God. Too weary to



arrange ny thoughts in connected words, | felt that | nust have help
and asked for it with ny whole heart. Physical and nental strength
must have if | spoke that night. | said over and over again in ny
silent prayer, "I hang ny hel pl ess soul on thee, O God, ny deliverer
Forsake me not in this the hour of ny need." p. 20, Para. 2, [280T].

As the time for the neeting, drew on, ny spirit westled in an agony
of prayer for strength and power from God. Wiile the |ast hym was
being sung, | went to the stand. | stood up in great weakness, know ng
that if any degree of success attended ny |labors it would be through
the strength of the Mghty One. The Spirit O the Lord rested upon ne
as | attenpted to speak. Like a shock of electricity |I felt it upon mny
heart, and all pain was instantly renoved. | had suffered great pain in
the nerves centering in the brain; this also was entirely renoved. My
irritated throat and sore lungs were relieved. My left armand hand, in
consequence of pain in ny heart, had becone nearly usel ess; but natura
feeling was now restored. My mi nd was clear, nmy soul was full of the
light and | ove of God. Angels of God seened to be on every side like a
wal | of fire. p. 21, Para. 1, [280T].

The tent was full, and about two hundred persons stood outside the
canvas, unable to find roominside. | spoke fromthe words of Christ in
answer to the question of the |earned scribe as to which was the great
commandnent in the |law. "Thou shalt | ove the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mnd." Matt. 22:37. p.
22, Para. 1, [280T].

The bl essing of God rested upon me, and ny pain and feebl eness |eft
me. Before me were a people whom | might not neet again until the
Judgnent; and the desire for their salvation |led me to speak earnestly,
and in the fear of God, that | mght be free fromtheir blood. G eat
freedom attended ny effort, which occupied one hour and ten ninutes.
Jesus was ny hel per, and his nane shall have all the glory. The
audi ence was very attentive. p. 22, Para. 2, [280T].

We returned to Grovel and on Tuesday to find the canp breaking up
tents being struck, our brethren saying farewell, and ready to step on
board the cars to return to their hones. This was one of the best canp-
nmeetings | ever attended. Before |eaving the ground, Elders Canright,
Haskel I my husband, Sister Ings, and nyself sought a retired place in
the grove, and united in prayer for the blessing of health and the
grace of God to rest nore abundantly upon nmy husband. We all deeply
felt the need of ny husband's hel p, when so many urgent calls for
preaching were conming in fromevery direction. This season of prayer
was a very precious one; and the sweet peace and joy that settled upon
us was our assurance that God heard our petitions. p. 22, Para. 3,

[ 280rT] .

In the afternoon Eld. Haskell took us in his carriage, and we started
for South Lancaster, to rest at his hone for a tinme. We preferred this
way of traveling, thinking it would benefit our health. p. 23, Para.
1, [280r1].

We had daily conflicts with the powers of darkness, but we did not
yield our faith or becone in the | east discouraged. My husband, because
of di sease, was desponding, and Satan's tenptations seened to greatly
di sturb his mnd. But we had no thought of being overcome by the eneny.



We presented his case no less than three tinmes a day to the G eat
Physi ci an, who could heal both soul and body. Every season of prayer
was to us very, precious. We had very special manifestations of the
light and | ove of God at every, season of prayer. While pleading with
God in his behalf one evening at Bro. Haskell's, the Lord seened to be
in our mdst in very deed. It was a season never to be forgotten. The
room seenmed to be lighted up with the presence of angels. W praised
the Lord with our hearts and voices. One blind sister present said, "Is
this a vision? is this Heaven?" Qur hearts were in such sacred
comunion with God that we felt the hall owed hours too sacred to sl eep
away. We retired to rest, but nearly the entire night was passed in
tal king and neditating upon the goodness and | ove of God, and in
glorifying himwith rejoicing. p. 23, Para. 2, [280rl].

We decided to travel by private conveyance a part of the way to the
Ver nont canp-neeting, as we thought this would be beneficial to ny
husband. At noon we would stop by the road-side, kindle a fire, prepare
our lunch, and have a season of prayer. These precious hours spent in
conpany with Bro. and Sr. Haskell, Sister Ings, and Sister Huntl ey,
will never be forgotten. Qur prayers went up to God all the way from
Sout h Lancaster to Vernont. After traveling three days we took the
cars, and thus conpleted our journey. p. 24, Para. 1, [280T].

This nmeeting was of especial benefit to the cause in Vernont. The Lord
gave ne strength to speak to the people as often as once each day. |
give the following fromEld. Uiah Smith's account of the neeting,
published in the Review and Herald:-- p. 25, Para. 1, [280rT].

"Bro. and Sr. White and Bro. Haskell were at this neeting, to the
great joy of the brethren. Sabbath, Sept. 8, the day appointed as a
fast day with especial reference to, Bro. Wite's state of health, was
observed on the canp-ground. It was a good day. There was freedomin
prayer, and good tokens that these prayers were not in vain. The Lord's
bl essing was with his people in | arge neasure. Sabbath afternoon Sister
White spoke with great freedom and effect. About one hundred cane
forward for prayers, manifesting deep feeling and an earnest purpose to
seek the Lord." p. 25, Para. 2, [280T1].

We went directly from Vernont to the New York canp-neeting. The Lord
gave ne great freedomin speaking to the people. But sonme were not
prepared to be benefited by the neeting. They failed to realize their
condition and did not seek the Lord earnestly, confessing their
backsl i di ngs, and putting away their sins. One of the great objects of
hol di ng canp-neetings is that our brethren may feel their danger of
bei ng overcharged with the cares of this life. A great loss is
sust ai ned when these privileges are not inproved. p. 25, Para. 3,

[ 280rT] .

We returned to Mchigan, and after a few days went to Lansing, to
attend the canp-neeting, which continued two weeks. Here | |abored very
earnestly, sustained by the Spirit of the Lord. | was greatly bl essed
in speaking, to the students, and in |laboring for their salvation. This
was a renmarkabl e neeting. The Spirit of God was present fromthe
beginning to the close. As the result of the neeting, one hundred and
thirty were baptized. A large part of these were students from our
Coll ege. W were rejoiced to see the salvation of God in this neeting.
After spending a few weeks in Battle Creek, we decided to cross the



plains to California. p. 26, Para. 1, [280Tr].
Labors in California. p. 26, Para. 2, [280Tr].

My husband | abored but little in California. His restoration seened to
be deferred. Qur prayers ascended to Heaven no | ess than three, and
sonetines five, tines a day. The peace of God often rested upon us. |
was not in the |east discouraged. Not being able to sleep much nights,
a large share of the tinme was spent in prayer and grateful praise to
God for his nmercies. | felt the peace of God ruling in ny heart
constantly, and could indeed say that ny peace was as a river.

Unf oreseen and unexpected trials canme upon nme, which, in addition to ny
husband' s sickness, nearly overwhel med me. But ny trust and confi dence
in God were unshaken. He was truly a present help in every tinme of

need. p. 26, Para. 3, [280T].

We visited Heal dsburg, St. Hel ena, Vacaville, and Pacheco. My husband
acconpani ed me when the weather was favorable. The winter was rather a
trying one to us. As ny husband had inproved in health and the weat her
in Mchigan had beconme mld, he returned to be treated at the
Sanitarium Here he received great benefit, and resumed witing for our
papers with his usual clearness and force. p. 27, Para. 1, [280T].

| dared not acconpany my husband across the plains; for constant care
and anxiety, and inability to sleep, had brought upon nme heart
difficulties which were alarnming. W felt keenly as the hour of
separation drew on. It was inpossible to restrain our tears. W knew
not that we should nmeet again in this world. My husband was returning
to Mchigan, and we had decided that it was advisable for ne to visit
Oregon and bear ny testinony to those who had not heard nme. | left
Heal dsburg for QOakland the 7th of June, and nmet with the Oakl and and
San Franci sco churches under the large tent in San Franci sco where Bro.
Heal ey had been laboring. | felt the burden of testinony and the great
need of these churches nmaki ng persevering personal efforts to bring
others to the know edge of the truth. | had been shown that San
Franci sco and Oakl and were mi ssionary fields, and ever would be. Their
i ncrease of numbers would be slow, but if all in these churches were
living nmenbers and would do what they nmight do in getting the |ight
before others, many nore woul d be brought into the ranks and obey the
truth. The present believers in the truth were not interested for the
sal vation of others as they should be. Inactivity and indolence in the
cause of God would result in backsliding from God thensel ves, and by
their exanple they would hinder others from going forward. Unselfish,
persevering, active exertion would be productive of the very best
results. | tried to inpress upon themthat which the Lord had presented
before nme, that he would have those present the truth to others who are
earnest, active |aborers, not those who nerely profess to believe it.
The truth should not be presented in words merely, but by a circunmspect
life, and by being living representatives of the truth. p. 27, Para.
2, [280r1].

I was shown that those who conpose these churches should be Bible
students, studying the will of God npbst earnestly, that they may |earn
to be laborers in the cause of God. They should sow the seeds of truth
wherever they may be, at hone, in the workshop, in the market, as wel
as in the neeting-house. In order to becone famliar with the Bible,
they should read it carefully and prayerfully. In order to cast



t henmsel ves and their burden on Christ, they nmust begin at once to study
to realize the value of the cross of Christ, and learn to bear it. If
they would live holy lives, they nmust now have the fear of God before
them p. 29, Para. 1, [280r1].

It is trials that lead us to see what we are. It is the season of
tenptation that gives a glinpse of one's real character, show ng the
necessity of the cultivation of good traits. Trusting in the blessing
of God, the Christian is safe anywhere. In the city he will not be
corrupted. In the counting-roomhe will be marked for his habits of
strict integrity. In the nechanic's shop every portion of his work will
be done with fidelity, with an eye single to the glory of God. When
this -- course is pursued by its individual nenmbers, a church will be
successful. Prosperity will never attend these churches until the
i ndi vi dual nenbers shall be closely connected with God, having an
unsel fish interest in the salvation of their fell ownen. Mnisters may
preach pl easing and forcible discourses, nmuch | abor may be put forth to
build up and nake the church prosperous; but unless its individua
menbers shall act their part as servants of Jesus Christ, the church
will ever be in darkness, and without strength. The influence of a
really consistent exanple, hard and dark as the world is, will be a
power for good. p. 29, Para. 2, [280T].

A person mght as well expect a harvest -- where he has never sown, as
to expect to be saved in indolence. He mght as well expect know edge
when he has never sought for it. An idler and sluggard will never neke

a success in breaking down pride and overcom ng the power of tenptation
to sinful indul gences which keep himfrom his Saviour. p. 30, Para. 1,
[ 280rT] .

The light of truth, sanctifying the life, will discover to the
receiver the sinful passions in his heart, which are striving for the
mastery, making it necessary for himto stretch every nerve, and exert
all his powers to resist Satan, that he may conquer through the nerits
of Christ. Wen surrounded by influences calculated to | ead away from
God, his petitions must be unwearied for help and strength from Jesus
that he may overcome the devices of Satan. p. 30, Para. 2, [280T].

Some in these churches are in constant danger because the cares of
this Iife and worldly thoughts so occupy the m nd that they do not
t hi nk upon God or Heaven, and the needs of their own souls. They rouse
fromtheir stupor now and then, but fall back again in deeper slunber.
Unl ess they shall fully rouse fromtheir slunbers, God will renove the
[ ight and bl essings he has given them He will in his anger renove the
candl estick out of its place. He has made these churches the repository
of his law. |If they reject sin, and by active, earnest piety, show
stability and submi ssion to the precepts of God's word, and are
faithful in the discharge of religious duty, they will help to
establish the candlestick in its place, and will have the evidence that
the Lord of hosts is with them and the God of Jacob is their refuge.
p. 31, Para. 1, [280r].

Visit to Oregon. p. 31, Para. 2, [280T].
Sunday, June 10, the day we were to start for Oregon, | was prostrated

with heart disease. My friends thought it alnbst presunption for ne to
take the steaner, but | thought | should rest if | could get on board



the boat. | arranged to wite considerable during the passage. p. 31
Para. 3, [280r1].

In company with a lady friend and Eld. J. N Loughborough, | left San
Franci sco on the afternoon of the 10th, upon the steaner O egon
Capt ai n Conner who had charge of this splendid steaner was very
attentive to his passengers. As we passed through the Golden Gate into
the broad ocean, it was very rough. The wi nd was agai nst us, and the
steaner pitched fearfully, while the ocean was | ashed into fury by the
wi nd. | watched the clouded sky, the rushing waves | eaping nmountain
hi gh, and the spray reflecting, the colors of the rainbow. The sight
was fearfully grand, and | was filled with awe while contenplating the
mysteries of the deep. It is terrible inits wath. There is a fearfu
beauty in the lifting up of its proud waves with roaring, and then
falling back into nournful sobs. | could see the exhibition of God's
power in the novenents of the restless waters, groaning beneath the
action of the nmerciless winds, which tossed the waves up on high as if
i n convul sions of agony. p. 32, Para. 1, [280r1].

W were in a beautiful boat, tossed at the mercy of the ever restless
waves, but there was an unseen power holding a steady grasp upon the
water. God al one has power to keep themwi thin their appointed
boundari es. He can hold the waters as in the hollow of his hand. The

deep will obey the voice of its Creator, "Hitherto shalt thou cone, but
no farther; and here shall thy proud waves be stayed." p. 32, Para. 2,
[ 280T].

What subject for thought was the broad, grand Pacific Ocean! In
appearance it was the very opposite of pacific; it was nadness and
fury. As we take a surface view of the water, nothing seems so utterly
unmanageabl e, so conpletely without |aw or order, as the ocean. But
God's law i s obeyed by the ocean. He bal ances the waters, and narks
their bed. As | |ooked at the heavens above and the waters beneath, |
i nqui red, Where am 1 ? Where am | goi ng? Not hing but the boundl ess
wat ers around nme. How nmany have thus enbarked upon the waters and never
agai n seen the green fields or their happy hones! They were dropped
into the deep, as a grain of sand, and thus ended their lives. p. 33,
Para. 1, [280rl].

As | | ooked upon the white-capped, roaring billows, | was reni nded of
that scene in the |ife of Christ, when the disciples, in obedience to
the command of their Master, went in their boats to the farther side of
the sea. Aterrible tenpest broke upon them Their vessels woul d not
obey their will, and they were driven hither and thither until they
laid down their oars in despair. They expected to perish there; but,
while the tenpest and the billows talked with death, Christ, whomthey
had | eft upon the other side, appeared to them walking calmy upon the
boi st erous, white-capped waves. They had been bewi | dered by the
usel essness of their efforts, and the apparent hopel essness of their
case, and had given all up for lost. \Wien they saw Jesus before them
upon the water it increased their terror; they interpreted it as a sure
precursor of their imedi ate death. They cried out in great fear. But,

i nstead of his appearance heral ding the presence of death, he cane as
the nessenger of life. H's voice was heard above the roar of the

el enents: "It is |I; be not afraid." How quickly the scene now changed
fromthe horror of despair to the joy of faith and hope in the presence
of the bel oved Master! The disciples felt no nore anxiety nor dread of



death, for Christ was with them p. 33, Para. 2, [280T].

Shall we refuse obedience to the Source of all power, whose | aw even
the sea and waves obey? Shall | fear to trust nyself to the protection
of Him who has said that not a sparrow falleth to the ground w thout
the notice of our Heavenly Father? p. 34, Para. 1, [280rl].

When nearly all had left for their stateroons, | continued on deck
The captain had provided me a reclining cane chair, and bl ankets to
serve as a protection fromthe chilly air. | knewif |I went into the
cabin, 1 should be sick. N ght came on, darkness covered the sea. and
t he plungi ng waves were pitching our ship fearfully. This great vesse
seened to be as a nere chip upon the mercil ess waters. But she was
guarded and protected on her course by the heavenly angels,
conmi ssioned of God to do his bidding. Had it not been for this, we
m ght have been swallowed up in a nonent, |eaving not a trace of that
spl endid ship. But that God who feeds the ravens, who nunbers the hairs
of our heads, will not forget us. p. 35, Para. 1, [280T].

The captain thought it was too cool for me to remain on deck. | told
himthat as far as my safety was concerned, | would rather remain there
all night than go into ny state-room where two | adi es were sea-sick
and where | should be deprived of pure air. Said he, "You will not be
required to occupy your stateroom | will see that you have a good
place to sleep." | was assisted by the stewardess into the upper
saloon, and a hair mattress was |l aid upon the floor. Although this was
acconplished in the quickest tinme possible, | had becone very sick.

| ai d down upon ny bed, and did not arise fromit until the next
Thursday morning. During that time | ate only once, a few spoonfuls of
beef tea and crackers. p. 35, Para. 2, [280rl].

During that four day's voyage, one and anot her woul d occasionally
venture to |l eave their roons, pale, feeble, and tottering, and nake
their way on deck. Wetchedness was witten on every countenance. Life
itself did not seemdesirable, We all |onged for the rest we could not
find, and to see sonmething that would stand still. Personal inportance
was not nuch regarded then. We may here learn a | esson upon the
littl eness of man. p. 36, Para. 1, [280rl].

Qur passage continued to be very rough until we passed the bar and
entered the Col unbia River, which was as snpoth as glass. | was
assisted to go upon the deck. it was a beautiful norning, and the
passengers poured out on deck |like a swarm of bees. They were a very
sorry | ooking conpany at first, but the invigorating air and the gl ad
sunshine, after the wind and storm soon brought to them cheerful ness
and mrth., p. 36, Para. 2, [280rl].

The [ ast night we were on the boat | felt nost grateful to ny Heavenly
Father. | there learned a lesson | shall never forget. God had spoken
to my heart in the storm and in the waves, and in the calmfollow ng.
And shall we not worship hin? Shall man set up his will against the
will of God? Shall we be disobedient to the conmands of so mghty a
Rul er? Shall we contend with the Most High, who is the source of al
power, and from whose heart flows infinite |love and blessing to the
creatures of his care? p. 36, Para. 3, [280T].

My visit to Oregon was one of special -- interest. | here nmet, after a



separation of four years, my dear friends, Brother and Sister Van Horn
whom we cl aimas our children. Brother Van Horn has not furnished as
full and favorable reports of his work as he m ght justly have done.
was accordingly sonewhat surprised, and very nuch pleased, to find the
cause of God in so prosperous a condition in Oregon. Through the
untiring efforts of these faithful mssionaries, a conference of
Sevent h-day Adventi sts has been raised up, also several mnisters to

| abor in that broad field. p. 37, Para. 1, [280rT].

Tuesday evening. June 18, | met a goodly -- nunber of the Sabbath-
keepers in this State. My heart was softened by the Spirit of Cod.

gave ny testinmony for Jesus, and expressed ny gratitude for the sweet
privilege that is ours of trusting in his Iove, and of claimng his
power to unite with our efforts to save sinners fromperdition. If we
woul d see the work of God prosper, we nust have Christ dwelling in us;
in short, we nust work the works of Christ. \Werever we | ook the
whi t eni ng harvest appears; but the | aborers are so few. | felt nmy heart
filled with the peace of God, and drawn out in |ove for his dear people
with whom | was worshiping for the first time. p. 37, Para. 2, [280T].

On Sunday, June 23, | spoke in the -- Methodist church of Salem on
t he subj ect of Tenperance. The attendance was unusually good, and | had
freedomin treating this, my favorite subject. | was requested to speak
again in the sanme place on the Sunday followi ng the canpneeting, but
was prevented by hoarseness. On the next Tuesday eveni ng, however,
agai n spoke in this church. Many invitations were tendered ne to speak
upon Tenperance in various cities and towns of Oregon, but the state of
my health forbade nmy conplying with these requests. Constant speaking,
and the change of climate, had brought a tenporary but severe

hoar seness upon nme. p. 38, Para. 1, [280T].

We entered upon the canp-neeting with -- feelings of the deepest
interest. The Lord gave nme strength and grace as | stood before the
people. As | |ooked upon that intelligent audience ny heart was broken
before God. This was the first canp-neeting held by our people in the
State. | tried to speak, but nmy utterance was broken because of
weeping. | had felt very anxious about my husband, on account of his
poor health. Wile speaking, a nmeeting in the church at Battle Creek
came vividly before ny mind s eye, ny husband being in the mdst with
the mellow |ight of the Lord resting upon and surrounding him His face
bore the marks of health, and he was apparently very happy. p. 38,
Para. 2, [280r1].

| tried to present before the people the gratitude we should feel for
the tender conpassion and great | ove of God. Hi s goodness and gl ory
impressed my mind in a remarkabl e manner. | was overwhel med with a
sense of his unparalleled nercies and the work he was doing, not only
in Oregon, California, and in Battle Creek where our inportant
institutions are located, but also in foreign countries. | can never
represent to others the picture that vividly inpressed ny mnd on that
occasi on. The extent of the work for a nonent canme before me, and
| ost sight of the surroundings. The people | was addressing, and the
occasi on, passed fromny mnd. The light, the precious Iight from
Heaven, was shining in great brilliancy upon those institutions which
are engaged in the solemm and el evated work of reflecting the rays of
[ ight Heaven has |et shine upon them p. 39, Para. 1, [280rl].



Al'l through this canp-neeting the Lord seened very near ne. Wen it
closed | was very weary, but free in the Lord. It was a season of
profitable | abor for good, and strengthened the church to go on in
their warfare for the truth. p. 39, Para. 2, [280rl].

Just before the canp-neeting comenced, in the night season nany
things were opened to nme in vision. But silence was enjoi ned upon ne
that | should not nention the matter to any one at that tine. After the
canp-neeting closed, | had in the night season another renarkable
mani f estati on of God's power. p. 40, Para. 1, [280T].

On the Sunday followi ng the canp-neeting, | spoke in the afternoon
upon the public square. The |ove of God was in ny heart, and | dwelt
upon the sinplicity of gospel religion. My own heart was nelted and
overflowing with the | ove of Jesus, and | |onged to present himin such
a manner that all mght be charned with the | oveliness of his
character. p. 40, Para. 2, [280r1].

During my stay in Oregon, | visited the prison in Salem in conpany
with Brother and Sister Carter, and Sister Jordan. Wen the tine
arrived for service, we were conducted to the chapel, which was made
cheerful by an abundance of light, and pure fresh air. At a signal from

a bell, two nmen opened the great iron gates, and the prisoners cane
flocking in. The doors were securely closed behind them and for the
first tinme inny life, | was imured in prison walls. p. 40, Para. 3,
[ 280T].

I had expected to see a set of repulsive |ooking nmen, but was
di sappoi nted; many of them seened to be intelligent, and sone, to be
men of ability. They were dressed in the coarse but neat prison
uni form their hair snmooth, and boots brushed. As | | ooked upon the
vari ed physi ognonmi es before nme, | thought, To each of these nen have
been committed peculiar gifts or talents to be used for the glory of
God and the benefit of the world, but they have despised these gifts of
Heaven, abused, and m sapplied them As | |ooked upon young nmen from
eighteen to twenty and thirty years of age, | thought of their unhappy
not hers, and of the grief and renmorse which was their bitter portion
Had they done their duty by their children? Had they not indul ged them
in their own will and way, and neglected to teach themthe statutes of
God, and his clainms upon then? Many of those nothers' hearts had been
broken by the ungodly course pursued by their children. p. 41, Para.
1, [280r].

When all the conpany were assenbled, Brother Carter read a hym. Al
had books, and joined heartily in singing. One, who was an acconplished
nmusi ci an, played the organ. | then opened the neeting by prayer, and
again all joined in singing. | spoke fromthe words of John: "Behol d,
what manner of |ove the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God; therefore the world knoweth us not, because it
knew hi m not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be; but we know that when He shall appear, we
shall be like him for we shall see himas he is." p. 41, Para. 2,

[ 280T] .

| exalted before themthe infinite sacrifice nade by the Father in
giving his beloved Son for fallen nmen, that they nmight through
obedi ence be transformed, and become the acknowl edged sons of God. The



church and the world are called upon to behold and adnire a | ove which
t hus expressed is beyond human conprehensi on, and even amazed the
angel s of Heaven. This |ove was so deep, so broad, and so high that

| anguage in which to describe it failing the inspired apostle, he calls
upon the church and the world to behold it--to make it the thene of
contenplation, and of admration. p. 42, Para. 1, [280rl].

| presented before ny hearers the sin of Adamin the transgression of
the Father's express commands. God nade man upright, perfectly holy and
happy; but he lost the favor of God, and destroyed his own happi ness by
di sobedi ence to the Father's law. The sin of Adam plunged the race in
hopel ess misery and despair. But the wonderful, pitying |ove of CGod did
not | eave nen in their hopeless, fallen, condition to perish. He gave
his well-bel oved Son for their salvation. Christ entered the world, his
divinity clothed in humanity; he passed over the ground where Adam
fell; he bore the test which Adamfailed to endure; he overcanme every
tenptation of Satan, and thus redeened Adam s di sgraceful failure and
fall. p. 42, Para. 2, [280T].

I then referred to the long fast of Christ in the wilderness. The sin
of the indul gence of appetite, and its power over human nature, can
never be fully realized except as that | ong fast of Christ when
cont endi ng singl e-handed with the prince of the power of darkness, is
studi ed and understood. Man's sal vation was at stake. Wuld Satan or
the Redeener of the world come off conqueror! It is inpossible for us
to conceive with what intense interest angels of God watched the tria
of their Ioved Commander. p. 43, Para. 1, [280T].

Jesus was tenpted in all points |like as we are, that he m ght know how
to succor those who should be tenpted. His Iife is our exanple. He
shows by his willing obedience that man may keep the | aw of God, and
that transgression of the |l aw, not obedience to it, brings himinto
bondage. The Saviour was full of conpassion and | ove; he never spurned
the truly penitent, however great their guilt; but he severely --
denounced hypocrisy of every sort. He is acquainted with the sins of
men, he knows all their acts, and reads their secret notives; yet he
does not turn away fromthemin their iniquity. He pleads and reasons
with the sinner, and, in one sense,--that of having hinself borne the
weakness of humanity,--he puts hinself on a level with him "Cone now,
and | et us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they be red |ike
crinmson, they shall be as wool." p. 43, Para. 2, [280T].

Man, who has defaced the imge of God -- in his soul by a corrupt

life, cannot by nmere human effort effect a radical. change in hinself.
He must accept the provisions of the gospel; he must be reconciled to
God t hrough obedi ence to his law and faith in Jesus Christ. His life
fromthenceforth nust be governed by a new principle. Through
repentance, faith, and good works, he may perfect a righteous
character, and claimthrough the nmerits of Christ the privileges of the
sons of God. The principles of divine truth received and cherished in
the heart will carry us to a height of noral excellence we had not
deened possible for us to reach. "And it doth not yet appear what we
shall be; but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be |like him
for we shall see himas he is. And every man that hath this hope in him
purifieth hinmself even as he is pure." p. 44, Para. 1, [280T].



Here is a work for man to do. He -- nust face the mirror, God' s |aw,
di scern the defects in his noral character, and put away his sins,
washi ng his robe of character in the blood of the Lanb. Envy, pride,
mal i ce, deceit, strife, and crime will be cleansed fromthe heart that
is arecipient of the love of Christ, and cherishes the hope of being
made |i ke hi mwhen we shall see himas he is. The religion of Christ
refines and dignifies its possessor, whatever his associations or
station in life nay be. Men who becone enlightened Christians rise
above the level of their fornmer character into greater nental and nora
strength. Those fallen and degraded by sin and crine may beconme but a
little lower than the angels through the nmerits of the Saviour. p. 45,
Para. 1, [280rl].

But the influence of a gospel hope will -- not |lead the sinner to | ook
upon the salvation of Christ as a matter of free grace, while he
continues to live in transgression of the |aw of God. When the |ight of
truth dawns upon his mnd, and he fully understands the requirenments of
God, and realizes the extent of his transgressions, he will reformhis
ways, becone |loyal to God through the strength obtained fromhis
Saviour, and lead a new and purer life. p. 45, Para. 2, [280T].

While in Salem | formed the acquai ntance of Bro. and Sister Donal dson
who desired that their daughter should return to Battle Creek with us,
and attend the College. She had poor health, and it was quite a
struggle for themto part with her, their only daughter; but the
spiritual advantages she would there receive induced themto nmeke the
sacrifice. And we are happy to here state that in the recent
canpneeting in Battle Creek, this dear child was buried with Christ in
baptism Here is another proof of the inportance of Seventh-day
Adventists sending, their children to our school, where they can be
brought directly under a saving influence. p. 46, Para. 1, [280Tl].

Qur voyage from Oregon was rough, but | was not so sick as on ny
former passage. This boat, |daho, did not pitch, but rolled. W were
treated very kindly on the boat. W nade nany pl easant acquai nt ances,
and distributed our publications to different ones, which led to
profitable conversation. p. 46, Para. 2, [280rl].

When we arrived at Oakland we found that the tent was pitched there,
and that quite a nunber had enbraced the truth under the |abors of Bro.
Heal ey. We spoke several tinmes under the tent. Sabbath and first-day
the churches of San Franci sco and Oakl and nmet together, and we had
interesting and profitable neetings. p. 46, Para. 3, [280T].

| was very anxious to attend the canp-neeting -- in California; but
there were urgent calls for me to attend the Eastern canp-neetings, and
the condition of things in the East having been presented before ne, |
knew that | had a testinony to bear especially to our brethren in the
New Engl and Conference. | could not feel at liberty to remain |longer in
California. p. 47, Para. 1, [280T].

Eastward Bound. p. 47, Para. 2, [280T].

July 28, acconpani ed by our daughter, Ms. Emma Wite, and Edith
Donal dson, we left Gakland for the East. W arrived at Sacramento the
sanme day, and were nmet by Bro. and Sister W] kinson, who gave us a
hearty wel come and took us to their honme, where we were kindly



entertained during our stay. Sunday | spoke according to appointment.
The house was well filled with an attentive congregation, and the Lord
gave me freedomin speaking to themfromhis word. p. 47, Para. 3,

[ 280T].

Monday we again took the cars, stopping -- at Reno, Nevada, where we
had an appoi ntnment to speak Tuesday evening in the tent in which Eld.
Loughborough was giving a course of |ectures. | spoke with freedomto

sonme four hundred attentive hearers on the words of John, "Behold, what
manner of |ove the Father hath bestowed upon us. that we should be
called the sons of God." ©p. 47, Para. 4, [280T].

As we passed over the great American desert in the heat and al kal

dust, we became very weary of the barren scenery, though we were

furni shed with every conveni ence, and glided swiftly and snoothly over
the rails, drawn by our iron steed. My inmgination carried nme back to
the anci ent Hebrews, traveling over rocks and and desert for forty
years. The heat, dust, and roughness of the way, drew conplaints and
sighs of fatigue frommany who trod that weary path. | thought that if
we were obliged to travel on foot across the barren desert, often
suffering fromthirst, heat, and fatigue, very many of us would nurnur
more than did the Israelites. The peculiar features of nobuntain scenery

on the overland route have often been sketched by pen and pencil. Al
who are delighted with the grandeur and beauty of nature nust, feel a
thrill of joy as they behold those grand old nountains, beautifu

hills, and the wild and rocky canyons. This is especially true with the
Christian. He sees in the granite rocks and the babbling streans the
work of God's all-powerful hand. He longs to clinb the lofty hills, for
it seems that he would then be nearer Heaven, though he knows that God
hears the prayers of his children in the lowmy valley as well as on the
mountain top. p. 47, Para. 5, [280T].

Col orado. p. 49, Para. 1, [280r].

On the way from Denver to Walling's MIIls, the nountain retreat where
nmy husband had been spending the sumer nonths, we stopped in Boul der
City, and beheld with joy our canvas neeting-house, where El der Cornel
was holding a series of neetings. We found a quiet retreat in the
confortable home of Sister Dartt. The tent had been | oaned to hold
t enperance neetings in, and, by special invitation, | spoke to a tent
full of attentive hearers. Though wearied by ny journey, the Lord
hel ped ne to successfully present before the people the necessity of
practicing strict, tenperance in all things. p. 49, Para. 2, [280r].

Monday, Aug. 8, | nmet nmy husband, and found him nuch inproved in
heal th, cheerful and active, for which | felt thankful to God. p. 49,
Para. 3, [280r1].

El d. Canright who had spent some tinme with ny husband in the
nount ai ns, was about this time called home to his afflicted wife, and
on Sunday, husband and | acconpanied himto Boulder City to take the
cars. In the evening | spoke in the tent, and the next norning we
returned to our tenporary home at Walling's MIls. p. 49, Para. 4,

[ 280T] .

The next Sabbath | again spoke to those assenbled in the tent.
Foll owi ng my remarks we had a conference neeting. some excellent



testi nmoni es were borne. Several were keeping their first Sabbath. |
spoke to the people evening after the Sabbath, and al so Sunday evening.
p. 49, Para. 5, [280T].

Qur famly were all present in the nmountains but our son Edson. My
husband and children thought that as | was nuch worn, having | abored

al nost constantly since the Oregon canp-neeting, it was nmy privilege to
rest; but my mind was inpressed to attend the Eastern canp-neetings,
especially the one in Massachusetts. My prayer was that if it was the
will of God for me to attend those neetings, my husband woul d consent
to have ne go. p. 50, Para. 1, [280T].

When we returned from Boulder City, | found a letter fromBro

Haskel |, urging us both to attend the canp-neeting; but if ny husband
could not come, he wished ne to cone if possible. | read the letter to
nmy husband, and waited to see what he would say. After a few nonents
silence lie said, "Ellen, you will have to attend the New Engl and canp-
nmeeting." The next day our trunks were packed. At two o'clock in the
norni ng, favored with the Iight of the nobon, we started for the cars,
and at half-past six we stepped on board the train. The journey was
anyt hi ng but pleasant, for the heat was intense, and | was nuch worn

p. 50, Para. 2, [280T].

Eastern Meetings. p. 51, Para. 1, [280T].
Upon arriving at Battle Creek we | earned that an appoi ntnment had been

made for ne to speak Sunday evening in the mamoth tent pitched on the
Col | ege grounds. The tent was filled to overflow ng, and ny heart was

drawn out in earnest appeals to the people. | tarried at home but a
very short period. and then, acconpanied by Sister Mary Smith Abbey and
Bro. Farnsworth, | was again on the wi ng, bound for the East. Wen we
arrived at Boston, | was nmuch exhausted. Brn. Whod and Haskell met us

at the depot and acconpanied us to Ballard Vale, the place of neeting.
We were wel comed by our old friends with a heartiness that, for the
time being, seened to rest ne. The weather was excessively warm and
changing fromthe bracing climte of Colorado to the oppressive heat of
Massachusetts, nmade the |atter seem al nost unendurable. | tried to
speak to the people under a great sense of weariness, and was
strengthened to bear ny testinony. The words seened to go straight hone
to the heart. p. 51, Para. 2, [280rl].

Much | abor was required at this neeting. New churches had been raised
up since our |ast canp-neeting. Precious souls had accepted the truth,
and these needed to be carried forward to a deeper and nore thorough
know edge of practical godliness. The Lord gave ne freedomin hearing
my testimony. p. 51, Para. 3, [280T].

On one occasion during this neeting | made sone remarks upon the
necessity of econony in dress and in the expenditure of means. There is
danger of becom ng reckless and careless in the use of the Lord's
noney. Young nen who engage in tent |abor should be careful not to
i ndul ge i n unnecessary expense. The wants of the cause are nmany, as
tents are entering new fields and as the nissionary work i s enlarging.
The nost rigid econony should be used in this matter w thout
stinginess. It is easier to run up a bill than to settle it. There are
many things that would be conveni ent and enjoyabl e that are not
needful, and that can be dispensed with w thout actual suffering. It is



very easy to nultiply expenses for hotel bills and railroad fare, that
m ght be avoi ded or very much | essened. W& have passed over the road to
and fromCalifornia twelve tinmes, and have not expended one dollar for
nmeals at the restaurants or in the attached dining car. W eat our
meal s from our |unchbaskets. After being three days out, the food
becomes quite stale, but a little mlk or warm gruel supplies our |ack
p. 52, Para. 1, [280Tr].

On anot her occasion | spoke in reference to genui ne sanctification,
which is nothing less than a daily dying to self, and daily conformty
to the will of God. While in Oregon | was shown that sonme of the young
churches of the New Engl and Conference were in danger through the
blighting influence of what is called sanctification. Some would becone
deceived by this doctrine, while others, knowi ng its deceptive
i nfluence, would realize their danger and turn fromit. Paul's

sanctification was a constant conflict with self. Said he, "I die
daily." His will and his desires every day conflicted with duty and the
will of God. Instead of following inclination, he did the will of God

however unpl easant and crucifying to his nature. p. 52, Para. 2,
[ 280rT] .

We call ed on those who desired to be baptized, and who were keeping
the Sabbath for the first time to cone forward. Twenty-five responded.
These bore excellent testinonies; and before the close of the canp-
nmeeting, twenty-two received baptism p. 53, Para. 1, [280rT].

W were pleased to neet here our old friends of the cause whose

acquai ntance we made thirty years ago. Qur nuch respected Brother
Hastings is as deeply interested in the truth to-day as he was then. W
were pleased to meet Sister Tenple, and Sister Collins of Dartsnouth,
Mass., and Brother and Sister WIkinson at whose house we had been
entertained nore than thirty years ago. The pilgrimge of sone of these
dear ones may close ere long, but if faithful unto the end they wll
receive a crown of life. p. 53, Para. 2, [280rT].

We were interested to nmeet Brother Kinbal who is a nmute and has been a
m ssi onary anmong the nutes. Through his persevering | abors, quite a
little conpany have accepted the truth. We neet this faithful brother
at our yearly canp-nmeetings surrounded by several of his mute converts.
Sonme one who can hear wites out as nmuch as possi ble of the discourse,
and he sits surrounded by his nute friends reading and actively
preaching it over again to themw th his hands. He has freely used his
nmeans to advance the nissionary work, thus honoring God with his
substance. p. 54, Para. 1, [280T].

We left Ballard Val e Tuesday norning, Sept. 3, to attend the Mine
canp- neeting, We enjoyed a quiet rest at the hone of young Bro. Mdrton
near Portland. He and his good wife nade our tarry with themvery
pl easant. We were upon the Maine canp-ground before the Sabbath, and
were happy to neet here sone of the tried friends of the cause. There
are sone who are ever at their post of duty, cone sunshine or cone
storm And there is also a class of sunshine Christians. Wen

everyt hing goes well, agreeable to their feelings, they are fervent and
zeal ous; but when there are clouds and di sagreeable things to neet,
these will have nothing to say or do. The blessing of God rested upon

the active workers, while those who did nothing were not benefited by
the neeting, as they mi ght have been. The Lord was with his ministers



who | abored faithfully in presenting both doctrinal and practica
subjects. W desired greatly to see many benefited by that neeting who
gave no evidence that they had been bl essed of God. | |onged to see
this dear people comng up to their exalted privileges. p. 54, Para.
2, [280r1].

We left the canpground on Monday, feeling nmuch exhausted. We designed
to attend the |Iowa and Kansas canp-neetings. My husband had witten
that he would neet me in |lowa. Being unable to attend the Vernont

nmeeting, we went directly from Maine to South Lancaster. | had nuch
difficulty in breathing, and my heart pained ne continually. | rested
at the quiet hone of Sister Harris, who did all in her power to help

me. Thursday evening we ventured to resune our journey to Battle Creek
| dared not trust myself on the cars any length of time in ny state of
health, so we stopped at Ronme, N. Y., and spoke to our people upon the
Sabbat h. There was a good attendance. p. 55, Para. 1, [280rT].

Monday norning | visited Bro. and Sr. Ira Abbey, at Brookfield. W had
a profitable interviewwith this famly. W felt interested and anxi ous
that they should finally be victorious in the Christian warfare, and
win eternal life. W felt deeply anxious that Bro. Abbey should
overcome his discouragenents, cast hinself unreservedly upon the nerits
of Christ, make a success of overcom ng, and at |last wear the victor's
crown. p. 56, Para. 1, [280r1].

Tuesday we took the cars for Battle Creek, and the next day arrived at
home, where | was glad to rest once nore and take treatnent at the
Sanitarium | felt that | was indeed favored by the advantages of this
institution. The hel pers were kind and attentive, and ready at any tine
of the day or night to do their utnmost to relieve me of ny infirmties.
p. 56, Para. 2, [280T].

At Battle Creek. p. 56, Para. 3, [280Tr].

The National canp-neeting was held at Battle Creek, October 2-14. This
was the | argest gathering of Seventh-day Adventists ever held. Mre
than forty ministers were present. W were all happy to here neet
El ders Andrews and Bourdeau from Europe, and El der Loughborough from
California. At this neeting was represented the cause in Europe,
California, Texas, Al abama, Virginia, Dakota, Colorado, and in all the
Northern States from Maine to Nebraska. p. 56, Para. 4, [280rl].

Here | was happy to join my husband in |abor. And although nuch worn,
and suffering with heart difficulty, the Lord gave ne strength to speak
to the people nearly every day, and sonetinmes twice a day. My husband
| abored very hard. He was present at nearly all the business neetings,
and preached al nost every day in his usual plain, pointed style. p.

57, Para. 1, [280rT].

I did not think I should have strength to speak nore than tw ce or
three tines during the neeting; but as the neeting progressed, ny
strength i ncreased. Upon several occasions | stood on ny feet four

hours inviting the people forward for prayers. | never felt nore
sensi bl e of the special help of God than during this neeting.

Not wi t hst andi ng these labors, | steadily increased in strength. And, to
the praise of God, | here record the fact that | was far better in

health at the close of that neeting than |I had been for six nonths. p



57, Para. 2, [280r1].

During the second week of the neeting, on Wednesday, a few of us
united in prayer for a sister who was afflicted with despondency. Wile
praying | was greatly blessed. The Lord seened very near. | was taken
off in a vision of God's glory, and shown nany things. | then went to
the neeting, and with a sol emn sense of the condition of our people
made brief statenments of the things which had been shown ne. | have
since witten out sone of these in testinonies to individuals, appeals
to ministers, and in various other articles given in this book. p. 57,
Para. 3, [280r1].

These were neetings of solem power and of the deepest interest.
Several connected with our office of publication were convicted, and
converted to the truth, and bore clear, intelligent testinonies.
Infidels were convicted, and took their stand under the banner of
Prince Immanuel. This neeting was a decided victory. One hundred and
twel ve were baptized before its close. p. 58, Para. 1, [280rT].

The week followi ng the canp-nmeeting my |abors in speaking, praying,
and witing testinonies, were nore taxing than during the neeting. Two
or three neetings. Were held each day in behalf of our mnisters. These
were of intense interest, and of great inportance. Those who bear this
message to the world should have a daily experience in the things of
God, and be in every sense converted nmen, sanctified through the truth
which they present to others, representing in their lives Jesus Christ.
Then, and not till then, will they, be successful in their work. Mbst
earnest efforts were made to draw nigh to God, by confession
hum liation, and prayer. Many said that they saw and felt the
i nportance of their work as ministers of Christ as they had never seen
and felt it before. The magnitude of the work and the responsibility
before God, sone felt deeply; but we |onged to see greater
mani festation of the Spirit of God. | knew that when the way was
cleared the Spirit of God would conme in as on the day of Pentecost. But
there were so nmany at such a distance from God that they did not seem
to know how to exercise faith. p. 58, Para. 2, [280Tr].

An appeal to mnisters, found el sewhere in this book, nmore fully
expresses what God has shown ne relative to their sad condition and
their high privileges. p. 59, Para. 1, [280rl].

Kansas Canp- Meetings. p. 59, Para. 2, [280Tr].

Acconpani ed by ny daughter Emma, we left Battle Creek, Oct. 23, for

t he Kansas canp-neeting. At Topeka, Kansas, we left the cars and rode
by private conveyance twelve miles to Richland, the place of neeting.
We found the settlenent of tents in a grove. It being late in the
season for canp-neetings, every preparation was made for cold weat her
that could be nade. There were seventeen tents on the ground, besides
the large tent, which accommpdated several famlies; and every tent had
a stove. p. 59, Para. 3, [280r1].

Sabbath nmorning it commenced snowi ng. But notwi thstanding this, not
one neeting was suspended. About an inch of snow fell, and the air was
piercing cold. Wonmren with [ittle children clustered about the stoves.
It was touching to see one hundred and fifty people assenbled for a
convocati on neeting under these circunstances. Sone cane two hundred



mles by private conveyance. All seened hungry for the bread of life,
and thirsty for the water of salvation. p. 59, Para. 4, [280Tr].

El der Haskel |l spoke Friday afternoon and eveni ng. Sabbath norning
felt called upon to speak encouragi ng words to those who had nmade so
great an effort to attend the neeting. Sunday afternoon there was quite
a large outside attendance, considering that the neeting was | ocated so
far fromthe thoroughfare of travel. p. 60, Para. 1, [280T].

Monday norning | spoke to the brethren fromthe third chapter of

Mal achi. We then called for those to cone forward who wanted to be
Christians and who had not the evidence of their acceptance w th God.
About thirty responded. Some were seeking the Lord for the first tineg,
and sone who were nenbers of other churches were taking their position
upon the Sabbath. W gave all an opportunity to speak. The free Spirit
of the Lord was in our midst. After prayer had been offered for those
who had conme forward, candidates for bapti smwere exam ned. Six were
bapti zed. p. 60, Para. 2, [280T].

| was glad to hear Eld. Haskell present before the people the
necessity of placing reading matter in private famlies, especially the
three volumes of Spirit of Prophecy, and the four vol unmes of
testinmonies. p. 61, Para. 1, [280T].

These coul d be read aloud during the | ong wi nter evenings by sone
menber of the family, so that all the family mght be instructed. |
then spoke of the necessity of parents properly educating and
di sciplining their children. The greatest evidence of the power of
Christianity that can be presented to the world is a well-ordered,
wel |l -disciplined fam ly. This will recommend the truth as nothing el se
can, for it is aliving witness of its practical power upon the heart.
p. 61, Para. 2, [280T].

Tuesday norning the neeting closed, and with ny daughter Enmm, Eld.
Haskel |, and Bro. Stover, we went to Topeka, and took the cars for

Sher man, Kansas, where anot her canp-neeting had been appointed. This
neeting was interesting and profitable. It appeared small when conpared
with our canp-neetings in other States, as there were only about one
hundred brethren and sisters present. It was designed for a genera
gathering of the scattered ones. Sone were present from Southern
Kansas, Arkansas, Kentucky, M ssouri, Nebraska and Tennessee. At this
meeting my husband joined ne, and fromhere, with Eld. Haskell, and our
daughter, we went to Dallas, Texas. p. 61, Para. 3, [280r].

Visit to Texas. p. 62, Para. 1, [280T].

Thursday we went to Bro. Mdearman's at Grand Prairie. Here our
daughter net her parents, brother, and sister, who have all been
brought near to the door of death by the fever which has prevailed in
the State during the past season. W took great pleasure in
adm nistering to the wants of this afflicted fam|ly who had in years
past liberally assisted us. in our affliction. p. 62, Para. 2, [280T].

We left them sonmewhat inproved in health, to attend the Plano canp-
nmeeting. This nmeeting was held Nov. 12-19. The weather was fine at the
comencenent, but it soon began to rain, and this with high w nds,
prevented a general attendance fromthe surrounding country. Here we



were happy to neet our old friends, Eld. R M Kilgore and wife. And we
were highly pleased to find a large and intelligent body of brethren on
t he ground. What ever prejudices have existed here against people from
the North, nothing of the kind appeared anong these dear brethren and
sisters. | p. 62, Para. 3, [280T].

My testinony was never received nore readily and heartily than by this
people. | becane deeply interested in the work in the great State of
Texas. It has ever been Satan's object to preoccupy every inportant
field, and probably he has never been nore busily enpl oyed at the

i ntroduction of the truth in any State than he has been in Texas. This
is the best evidence to nmy nmind that there is a great work to be done
here. p. 62, Para. 4, [280rl].

General Testinmobny. p. 63, Para. 1, [280T].

In the late vision given ne at Battle Creek during our general canp-
nmeeting, | was shown our danger, as a people, of being assinmlated to
the world rather than to the image of Christ. W are now upon the very
borders of the eternal world. It is the purpose of the adversary of
souls to lead us to put far off the close of tinme. Satan will in every
concei vabl e manner assail those who profess to be the commandnent -
keepi ng people of God, waiting for the second appearing of our Saviour
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. He will |ead as
many as possible to put off the evil day and beconme in spirit like the
world, imtating its custons. | felt alarmed as | saw that the spirit
of the world was controlling the hearts and minds of nmany who nmake high
profession of the -- truth. Selfishness and sel f-indul gence are
cherished by them but true godliness and sterling, integrity are not
cultivated. p. 63, Para. 2, [280rl].

The angel of God pointed to those who -- profess the truth, and
repeated in solem voice these words: "And take heed to yourselves,

| est at any tinme your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day cone upon you
unawares. For as a snare shall it cone on all themthat dwell on the
face of the whole earth. Watch ye, therefore, and pray always, that ye
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall conme to
pass, and to stand before the Son of man." p. 64, Para. 1, [280T].

In consideration of the shortness of -- tine, we as a people should
wat ch and pray, and in no case allow ourselves to be diverted fromthe
sol etm wor k of preparation for the great event before us. Because the
time is apparently extended, many have becone carel ess and indifferent
inregard to their words and actions. They do not realize their danger
and do not see and understand the mercy of our God in | engthening their
probation, that they nay have tinme to formcharacters for the future
imortal life. Every nonent is of the highest value. Tine is granted
them not to be enployed in studying their own ease and becom ng
dwel lers on the earth; but to be used in the work of overcom ng every
defect in their own characters, and in hel ping others to see the beauty
of holiness by their exanple and personal effort. God has a people upon
the earth who in faith and holy hope are tracing down the roll of fast
fulfilling prophecy, and are seeking to purify their souls by obeying
the truth, that they may not be found without the weddi ng garnent when
Christ shall appear. p. 64, Para. 2, [280T].



Many who have called themsel ves Adventi sts have been time-setters.
Time after time has been set for Christ to cone, but repeated failures
have been the result. The definite time of our Lord' s coming is
declared to be beyond the ken of nortals. Even the angels who m nister
unto those who shall be heirs of salvation, know not the day nor the
hour. "But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of
Heaven, but nmy Father only." Because the tinmes repeatedly set have
passed, the world is in a nore decided state of unbelief than before in
regard to the near advent of Christ. The | ook upon the failures of the
time-setters with disgust; and because nen have been so deceived, they
turn fromthe truth substantiated by the word of God that the end of
all things is at hand. p. 65, Para. 1, [280T].

Those who so presunptuously preach definite tine, in so doing gratify
the adversary of souls; for they are advancing infidelity rather than
Christianity. They produce scripture, and by false interpretation show
a chain of argument which apparently proves their position. But their
failures show that they are fal se prophets, that they do not rightly
interpret the |anguage of inspiration. The word of God is truth and
verity; but men have perverted its meaning. These errors have brought
the truth of God for these | ast days into disrepute. Adventists are
derided by mnisters of all denom nations. Yet God's servants nust not
hol d their peace. The signs foretold in prophecy, are fast fulfilling
around us. This should arouse every true follower of Christ to zeal ous
action. p. 65, Para. 2, [280T].

Those who think they nust preach definite time in order to nmeke

i mpressi on upon the people, do not work fromthe right standpoint. The
feelings of the people may be stirred, and their fears aroused; but
they do not nove fromprinciple. An excitenment is created, but when the
ti me passes, as it has done repeatedly, those who noved out upon time
fall back into col dness and darkness and sin, and it is al npst

i mpossi ble to arouse their consciences w thout sone great excitenment.

p. 66, Para. 1, [280Tr].

In Noah's day, the inhabitants of the -- old world | aughed to scorn
what they ternmed the superstitious fears and forebodi ngs of the
preacher of righteousness. He was denounced as a visionary character, a
fanatic, an alarmst. "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be
also in the days of the Son of man." Men will reject the sol emn nmessage
of warning in our day as they did in Noah's tinme. They will refer to
those fal se teachers who have predicted the event and set the definite
time, and will say they have no nore faith in our warning than in
theirs. This is the attitude of the world today. Unbelief is wde
spread, and the preaching of Christ's comng is nocked at and deri ded.
This makes it all the nore essential that those who believe present
truth should show their faith by their works. They should be sanctified
t hrough the truth which they profess to believe; for they are savors of
life unto life, or of death unto death. p. 66, Para. 2, [280T].

Noah preached to the people of his tinme -- that God would give them
one hundred and twenty years in which to repent of their sins, and find
refuge in the ark; but they refused the gracious invitation. Abundant
time was given themto turn fromtheir sins, overcone their bad habits,
and devel op righteous characters. But inclination to sin, though weak
at first with many, strengthened through repeated indul gence, and
hurried themon to irretrievable ruin. The nmerciful warning of God was



rejected with sneers, with nocking, and derision, and they were left in
darkness, to follow the course their sinful hearts had chosen. But
their unbelief did not hinder the predicted event. It cane, and great
was the wath of God which was seen in the general ruin. p. 67, Para.
1, [280r1].

These words of Christ should sink into -- the hearts of all who
believe present truth: "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any tine
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and so that day cone upon you unawares." Qur danger is
presented before us by Christ hinself He knew the perils we should neet
in these | ast days, and would have us prepare for them "As it was in
t he days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man."
They were eating and drinking, planting and building, marrying, and
giving in marriage, and knew not until the day that Noah entered into
the ark, and the flood came and swept themall away. The day of God
will find nmen absorbed in |ike manner in the business and pl easures of
the world, in feasting, and gluttony, and indul ging perverted appetite
in the defiling use of |iquor, and the narcotic, tobacco. This is
al ready the condition of our world, and these indul gences are found
even anong God's professed people, sonme of whom are follow ng the
custons and partaking of the sins of the world. Lawyers, mechanics.
farmers, traders, and even mnisters fromthe pulpit, are crying "Peace
and safety," when destruction is fast com ng upon them p. 68, Para.

1, [280r].

Belief in the near conming of the Son of nman in the clouds of heaven
wi |l not cause the true Christian to become neglectful and carel ess of
t he ordi nary business of life. The waiting ones who | ook for the soon
appearing of Christ will not be idle, but diligent in business. Their
work will not be done carel essly and dishonestly; but with fidelity,

pronpt ness, and thoroughness. Those who flatter thensel ves that
careless inattention to the things of this life is an evidence of their
spirituality, and of their separation fromthe world, are under a great
deception. Their veracity, their faithfulness, and their integrity is
tested and proved in tenporal things. If they are faithful in that
which is least, they will be faithful in much. p. 69, Para. 1, [280T].

| have been shown that here is where many will fail to bear the test.
They develop their true character in the nanagenent of tenporal
concerns. They mani fest unfaithful ness, schem ng, dishonesty, in
dealing with their fellow nen. They do not consider that their hold
upon the future inmortal |ife depends upon how they conduct thensel ves
in the concerns of this life, and that the strictest integrity is
i ndi spensable to the formati on of a righteous character. Dishonesty is
practiced all through our ranks, and this is the cause of | ukewarnmmess
wi th many who profess to believe the truth. They are not connected with
Christ, and are deceiving their own souls. | am pained to nmake the
statenent that there is an alarm ng | ack of honesty. even anpbng
Sabbat h- keepers. p. 69, Para. 2, [280T].

| was referred to Christ's sernmon on the nmount. Here we have the
injunction of the Great Teacher: "All things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them for this is the |aw and
t he prophets." This command of Christ is OF the highest inportance, and
shoul d be strictly obeyed. It is |like apples of gold in pictures of
silver. How many carry out in their lives the principle Christ has here



enj oi ned, and deal with others just as they would wish to be dealt with
under similar circunmstances? Reader, please answer. p. 70, Para. 1
[ 280rT] .

An honest man, according to Christ's nmeasurenent, is one who will
mani f est unbending integrity. Deceitful weights and fal se bal ances,
with which many seek to advance their interests in the world, are
abomination in the sight of God. Yet -- many who are professing to keep
the commandnments of God are dealing with fal se weights and fal se
bal ances. Wen a man is indeed connected with God, and is keeping his
law in truth, his life will reveal the fact, for all his actions wl
be in harnmony with the teachings of Christ. He will not sell his honor
for gain. His principles are built upon the sure foundation, and his
conduct in worldly matters is a transcript of his principles. Firm
integrity shines forth as gold am d the dross and rubbi sh of the world.
Deceit, fal sehood, and unfaithful ness may be gl ossed over and hi dden
fromthe eyes of man, but not fromthe eyes of God. The angels of God,
who wat ch the devel opnent of character, and weigh noral worth, record
in the books of Heaven these minor transactions which reveal character
If a workman in the daily vocations of life is unfaithful, and slights
his work, the world will not judge incorrectly if they estimate his
standard in religion according to his standard in business. p. 70,
Para. 2, [280r1].

"He that is faithful in that which is -- least is faithful also in
much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in nuch." It is
not the magnitude of the matter that nmakes it fair or unfair. As a man
deals with his fellownmen, so will he deal with God. He that is
unfaithful in the mamon of unrighteousness, will never be intrusted
with the true riches. The children of God should not fail to renenber
that in all their business transactions they are being proved, weighed
in the bal ances of the sanctuary."” p. 71, Para. 1, [280T].

Christ has said, "A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit." Werefore, by their fruits
ye shall know them" The deeds of a man's |ife are the fruit he bears.
If he is unfaithful and dishonest in tenporal matters, he is bringing
forth briars and thorns; he will be unfaithful in the religious life,
and will rob God in tithes and offerings. p. 72, Para. 1, [280T].

The Bible condemms in the strongest terns all fal sehood, false dealing
and di shonesty. Right and wong are plainly stated. But | was shown
that God's people have placed thensel ves on the enemy's ground, yielded
to his tenptations, and followed his devices, until their sensibilities
have becone fearfully blunted. A slight deviation fromtruth, a little
variation fromthe requirenments of God, is thought to be, after all
not so very sinful, when pecuniary gain or loss is involved. But sinis
sin whether conmtted by the possessor of millions, or by the beggar in
the streets. Those who secure property by fal se representation are
bri ngi ng condemmation on their souls. Al that is obtained by deceit
and fraud will be only a curse to the receiver. p. 72, Para. 2,

[ 280T] .

Adam and Eve suffered the terrible -- consequence of disobeying the
express command of God. They m ght have reasoned, This is a very snal
sin, and will never be taken into account. But God treated the matter
as a fearful evil; and the woe of their transgression will be felt



through all tine. In the tines in which we Iive sins of far greater
magni tude are often comitted by those who profess to be God's
children. In the transaction of business, fal sehoods are uttered and
acted by God's professed people, that bring his frown upon them and a
reproach upon his cause. The | east departure fromtruthful ness and
rectitude is a transgression of the |aw of God. A continual indul gence
in sin accustons the person to a habit of wong doing, but does not

| essen the aggravating character of the sin. God has established

i mrut abl e princi pl es which he cannot change without a revision of his
whol e nature. If the word of God was faithfully studied by all who
profess to believe the truth, they would not be dwarfs in spiritua

t hi ngs. Those who disregard the requirenents of God in this life, would
not respect his authority were they in Heaven. p. 73, Para. 1, [280T].

Every species of imorality is plainly delineated in the word of God,
and its results spread before us. The indul gence of the | ower passions
is presented before us in its nopst revolting character. No one, however
dark may be his understanding, need to err. But | have been shown that
this sin is cherished by many who profess to be walking in all the
conmandnents of God. God will judge every man by his word. p. 73,
Para. 2, [280r1].

Said Christ, "Search the Scriptures, for in themye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which testify of ne." The Bible is an
unerring guide. It demands perfect purity in word, in thought, and in
action. Only virtuous and spotless characters will be permtted to
enter the presence of a pure and holy God. The word of God, if studied
and obeyed, would lead the children of nen as the Israelites were | ed
by a pillar of fire by night, and a pillar of cloud by day. The Bible
is God's will expressed to man. It is the only perfect standard of
character, and marks out the duty of man in every circunstance of life.
There are many responsibilities resting upon us in this |ife, a neglect
of which will not only cause suffering to ourselves, but others wll
sustain loss in consequence. p. 74, Para. 1, [280T].

Men and women professing to revere the Bible and follow its teachings,
fail in many respects to performits requirements. In the training of
children they follow their own perverse nature rather than the reveal ed
will of God. This neglect of duty involves the |oss of thousands of
souls. The Bible | ays down rules for the correct discipline of
children. Were these requirenents of God heeded by parents we should
to-day see a different class of youth com ng upon the stage of action.
But parents who profess to be Bible readers and Bible followers are
going directly contrary to its teachings. We hear the cry of sorrow and
angui sh from fathers and nothers who bewail the conduct of their
children, little realizing that they were bringing this sorrow and
angui sh upon thensel ves, and ruining their children, by their m staken
affections. They do not realize their God-given responsibilities to
train their children to right habits fromtheir babyhood. p. 74, Para.
2, [280r1].

Parents, you are in a great degree responsible for the souls of your
children. Many neglect their duty during the first years of their
children's lives, thinking that when they get older they will then be
very careful to repress wong and educate themin the right. But the
very time for themto do this work is when the children are babes in
their arms. It is not right for parents to pet and hunor their



children, neither is it right for themto abuse them A firm decided,
strai ght forward course of action will be productive of the best
results. p. 75, Para. 1, [280r].

Appeal to Mnisters. p. 76, Para. 1, [280T].

A great and solemn truth has been intrusted to us, for which we are
responsi ble. Too often this truth is presented to the people in cold
theory. Sernon after sernmon upon doctrinal points is delivered to
peopl e who cone and go, sone of whomwi |l never have another as
favorabl e opportunity of being convicted and converted to Christ.

Gol den opportunities are | ost by delivering el aborate discourses which
di splay self but do not magnify Christ. A theory of the truth w thout
vital -godliness cannot renove the noral darkness which envel ops the
soul. p. 76, Para. 2, [280T].

Most precious gens of truth are often rendered powerl ess by the wi sdom
of words in which they are clothed, while the power of the Spirit of
God is lacking. Christ presented the truth in its sinmplicity, and he
reached not only the nost elevated, but the lowiest nmen of earth. The
m ni ster who is God's anbassador and Christ's representative on the

earth, who hunbles hinmself that God may be exalted, will possess the
genui ne quality -- of eloquence. True piety, a close connection with
God, and a daily, living experience in the know edge of Christ, wll

make el oquent even the stamrering tongue. p. 76, Para. 3, [280T].

As | see the wants in young churches, as | see and realize their great
need of vital godliness and their deficiency in true religious
experience, ny heart is sad. | know that those who bear the nmessage of
truth to themdo not properly instruct themon all points essential to
the perfection of a symmetrical character in Christ Jesus. These things
may be neglected too long by the teachers of the truth. Speaking of the
gospel, Paul says, p. 77, Para. 1, [280T].

"Whereof | am made a minister, according -- to the dispensation of God
which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God; even the
mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but nowis
made manifest to his saints; to whom God woul d nake known what is the
riches of the glory of this nystery anong the CGentiles [mark the
expl anation of the mystery]; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory;
whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every nman in al
wi sdom that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus;
whereunto | also | abor, striving according to his working, which
worketh in me mghtily." p. 77, Para. 2, [280T].

Here the ministers of Christ have their work, their qualifications,
and the power of God's grace working in them clearly defined. God has
been pl eased recently to show ne a great deficiency in many who profess
to be representatives of Christ. In short, if they are deficient in
faith and in a know edge of vital godliness they are not only deceiving
their own souls, but are making a failure in the work of presenting
every man perfect in Christ. Many of those whomthey bring into the
truth are destitute of true godliness. They may have a theory of the
truth, but they are not thoroughly converted. Their hearts are carnal
they do not abide in Christ and he in them It is the duty of the
m nister to present the theory of the truth; but he should not rest
wi th having done this nmerely. He should adopt the |anguage of Paul, "I



al so | abor, striving according to H s working, which worketh in ne
mghtily." p. 78, Para. 1, [280T].

A vital connection with the Chief Shepherd will nake the undershepherd
a living representative of Christ, a light indeed to the world. An
understandi ng of all points of our faith is indeed essential, but it is
of greater inmportance that the mnister be sanctified through the truth
whi ch he presents for the purpose of enlightening the consci ences of
his hearers. Not one discourse in a series of neetings should be given
consi sting of theory alone, nor should one |ong, tedious prayer be
made. Such prayers God does not hear. | have listened to many prosy,
sermoni zi ng prayers that were uncalled for and out of place. One-half
the nunber of words, offered in fervor and faith, would have softened
the hearts of the hearers; while, instead of this, | have seen them
wait inpatiently, as if wi shing that every word would end the prayer.
Had the nminister westled with God in his chanber until he felt that
his faith could grasp the eternal prom se, "Ask, and ye shall receive,"”
he woul d have cone to the point at once, asking with earnestness and
faith for what he needed. p. 78, Para. 2, [280rl].

We need a converted mnistry; otherwi se -- the churches raised up
through their labors will not be able to stand al one, having no root in
t henmsel ves. p. 79, Para. 1, [280r1].

The faithful mnister of Christ will -- take the burden upon his soul
He will not hunger after popularity. The Christian mnister should
never enter the desk until he has first sought God in his closet, and
has come into close connection with him He may, with humlity, lift

his thirsty soul to God, and be refreshed with the dew of grace before
he shall speak to the people. Wth an unction of the Holy Spirit upon

hi m whi ch gives hima burden for souls, he will not dismss a
congregation without presenting before them Jesus Christ, the sinner's
only refuge, making earnest appeals that will reach their hearts. He

shoul d feel that he nmay never neet these hearers again until the great
day of God. p. 79, Para. 2, [280Tr].

The Master who has chosen him who knows the hearts of all men, wll
give himtongue and utterance that he may speak the words he ought to
speak at the right time, and with power. And those who become truly
convicted of sin, and charned with the Way, the Truth, and the Life,

will find sufficient to do without praising and extolling, the ability
of the minister. Christ and his love will be exalted above any human
instrument. The man will be |ost sight of, because Christ is nmagnified

and is the theme of thought. Many are converted to the nminister who are
not really converted to Christ. W marvel at the stupor that benunbs
the spiritual senses. There is a lack of vital power. Lifeless prayers
are offered, and testinonies borne which fail to edify or strengthen
the hearers. It becomes every nminister of Christ to inquire the cause
of this. p. 80, Para. 1, [280T].

Paul wites to his Col ossian brethren, "As ye al so | earned of Epaphras
our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful nminister of Christ;
who al so declared unto us your love in the Spirit. [Not an unsanctified
| ove of the smartness and ability or oratory of the preacher, but a
| ove born of the Spirit OF God, which his servant represented in his
words and character.] For this cause we al so, since the day we heard
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye mght be filled



with the know edge of his will in all w sdom and spiritua
under st andi ng; that ye m ght walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the know edge of
God; strengthened with all might according to his glorious power, unto
all patience and | ong-suffering with joyful ness; giving thanks unto the
Fat her, which hath nade us neet to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints inlight." p. 81, Para. 1, [280rT].

M ni sters who |labor in towns and cities to present the truth should
not feel content, or that their work is ended, until those who have
accepted the theory of the truth realize indeed the effect of its
sanctifying power, and are truly converted to God. God woul d be better
pl eased to have six truly converted to the truth, as the result of
their labors, than to have sixty nmake a nom nal profession, and yet not
be thoroughly converted. Those ministers should devote less tine to
preachi ng sernons, and reserve a portion of their strength to visit and
pray with those who are interested. giving themgodly instruction, to
the end that they nay "present every nman perfect in Christ Jesus." p.
81, Para. 2, [280T].

The [ ove of God nmust be living in the heart of the teacher of the
truth. His own heart nust be inmbued with that deep and fervent |ove
which Christ possessed, then it will flow out to others. Mnisters
shoul d teach that all who accept the truth should bring forth fruit to
the glory of God. They should teach that self-sacrifice nust be
practiced every day; that many things which have been cherished nust be
yi el ded; and that many duties, disagreeable though they nay appear
nmust be performed. Business interests, social endearnments, ease, honor
reputation, in short, every thing, must be held in subjection to the
superi or and ever paranount claims of Jesus Christ. Mnisters who are
not nmen of vital piety, who stir up an interest anong the people, but
| eave the work in the rough, |eave an exceedingly difficult field for
others to enter and finish the work they failed to conplete. These, nen
will be proved, and if they do not do their work nore faithfully, wll,
after a still farther test, be laid aside as cunberers of the ground--
unfai thful watchnmen. p. 82, Para. 1, [280T].

God woul d not have nmen go forth as teachers who have not studiously

| earned their |essons, and who will not continue to study that they may
present every point of present truth in an intelligent, acceptable
manner. Wth a know edge of the theory, they should continually be
obtaining a nmore thorough know edge of Jesus Christ. Rules and studies
are necessary, but the minister should conmbine them w th earnest prayer
that he may be faithful, not building upon the foundation hay, wood, or
stubbl e, which will be consumed with the fires of the |ast day. Prayer
and study should go hand in hand. The fact that a minister is applauded
and praised is no evidence that he has spoken under the influence of
the Spirit. p. 83, Para. 1, [280T].

It is too frequently the case that young converts, unless guarded,
will set their affections nore upon their mnister than upon their
Redeener. They consider that they have been greatly benefited by their
mnister's |abors. They conceive that he possesses the npbst exalted
gifts and graces, and that no other can do equally as well as he,
therefore they attach undue inportance to the man and his | abors. This
is a confidence that disposes themto idolize the man, and | ook to him
nore than to God; and in doing this they do not please God nor grow in



grace. They do great harmto the mnister, especially if he is young
and devel oping into a prom sing gospel |aborer. p. 83, Para. 2,
[ 280rT] .

These teachers, if they are really nen of God, receive their words
from God. Their nmanner of address nmay be faulty, and need nuch

i mprovenent; yet if God breathes through them words of inspiration, the
power is not of man but of God. The G ver should have the glory and the
heart's affections, while the minister should be esteened, |oved, and
respected for his works' sake, because he is God's servant to bear the
message of mercy to sinners. The Son of God is often eclipsed by the
man st andi ng between himand the people. The man is praised, petted,
and exal ted, and the people scarcely get a glinpse of Jesus, who, by
the precious beans of light reflected fromhim should eclipse

everyt hing besides. p. 84, Para. 1, [280T].

The mnister of Christ who is inbued with the Spirit and | ove of his
Master will so |abor that the character of God and of his dear Son may
be made manifest in the fullest and clearest manner. He will strive to
have his bearers becone intelligent in the conceptions of the character
of God, that his glory may be acknow edged on the earth. A man is no
sooner converted than in his heart is born a desire to make known to
ot hers what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the saving and
sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. The spirit of Christ
illumnating the soul is represented by the light, which dispels al
darkness; it is conpared to salt, because of its preserving qualities;
and to | eaven, which secretly exerts its transform ng power. p. 84,
Para. 2, [280r1].

Those whom Chri st has connected with hinself will, as far as in them
lies, labor diligently and perseveringly, as he | abored, to save souls
peri shing around them They will reach the people by prayer, earnest,

fervent prayer and personal effort. It is inpossible for souls who are
t horoughly converted to God, enjoying comunion with him to be

negl ectful of the vital interests of those who are perishing outside of
Christ. p. 85, Para. 1, [280T].

The m nister should not do all the work hinself, but he should unite

with himthose who have taken hold of the -- truth. He will thus teach
others to work after he shall |eave. A working church will ever be a

growi ng church. They will ever find a stinmulant and tonic in trying to
help others, and in doing it they will be strengthened and encouraged.

p. 85, Para. 2, [280Tr].

| have read of a man who, journeying -- on a winter's day through the
deep, drifted snow, becane benunbed by the cold which was al npst
i mperceptibly stealing away his vital powers. And as he was about
giving up the struggle for life, and about to be chilled to death by
the enbrace of the frost king, he beard the npbans of a brother traveler
who was perishing with cold as he was about to perish. H's humanity was
aroused to rescue him He chafed his ice-clad |inbs, and after
consi derable effort raised himto his feet; and as he could not stand,
he bore himin his synpathizing arns through the very drifts he thought
he coul d never succeed in getting through alone. And when he had borne
his fellowtraveler to a place of safety, the truth flashed home to him
that in saving his neighbor, he had saved hinself also. His earnest
efforts to save another qui ckened the bl ood which was freezing in his



own veins, and created a healthful warmh in the extremties of the
body. p. 86, Para. 1, [280T].

These | essons nust be forced upon -- young believers continually, not
only by precept but by exanple, that in their Christian experience.
they may realize simlar results. Let the despondi ng ones, those
di sposed to think the way to life is very trying and difficult, go to
work and seek to help others. In such efforts, mingled with prayer for

divine light, their owm hearts will throb with the quickening influence
of the grace of God; their own affections will glow with nore divine
fervor, and their whole Christian life will be nore of a reality, nore

earnest, nore prayerful. p. 87, Para. 1, [280T].

The m nister of Christ should be a nman -- of prayer, a man of piety;
cheerful, but never coarse and rough, jesting or frivolous. A spirit of
frivolity mght be in keeping Wth the profession of clowns and
theatrical actors, but it would be altogether beneath the dignity of a
man who is chosen to stand between the living and the dead, and be
nout hpi ece for God. p. 87, Para. 2, [280Tr].

Every day's labor is faithfully chronicled -- in the books of God. As
men claimng spiritual illumnation, you will give noral tone to the
character of all with whomyou are connected. As faithful mnisters of
the gospel, you should bend all the energies of the mnd and all the
opportunities of your life to nake your, work wholly successful, and
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. In order to do this you nust
pray earnestly. Mnisters of the gospel nust be in possession of that
power whi ch wought such wonders for the hunble fishernmen of Galil ee.
p. 87, Para. 3, [280Tr].

Moral and intellectual powers are needed in order to discharge with
fidelity the inportant duties devolving upon you; but these nay be
possessed and yet there be a great |ack of godliness. The endowrent of
the Holy Spirit is indispensibly essential to success in your great
work. Said Christ, "Wthout nme ye can do nothing." But through Chri st
strengtheni ng you, you can do all things. p. 88, Para. 1, [280T].

Epi stl e Number One. p. 88, Para. 2, [280T].
Salem Oregon, July 8, 1878. p. 88, Para. 3, [280r].

Dear Bro. ----: | have risen early to wite you. Additional |ight has
been given ne of late for which | amresponsible. Twice, while in this
State, has the Lord revealed hinself to me. While pleading with himin
t he ni ght season, | was shown in vision many things connected with the
cause of God. The state of things in the church, College, Sanitarium
and publishing houses |ocated at Battle Creek, and the work of God in
Europe and England, in Oregon and Texas, and in other new fields was
presented before nme. There is the greatest need of the work in a new

field starting right, bearing the inpress of the divine. Many -- in
these new fields will be in danger of accepting, or assenting to the
truth, who have not a genui ne conversion of heart. When tested by storm
and tenpest, it will be found that their house is not built upon a

rock, but upon sliding sand. Practical godliness nmust be possessed by
the mnister, and developed in his daily Iife and character. His

di scourses should not be exclusively theoretical. p. 88, Para. 4,

[ 280rT] .



I was shown some things not favorable -- to the prosperity of the
cause of truth in Texas. The Brn. ---- and their fanilies have not
heretof ore been a blessing or help to the cause of God in any pl ace.
Their influence has been shown ne before this, as not being a sweet-
snmel ling savor. They cannot build up the cause of God, because they
have not the elenents within them which nake them capabl e of exerting a
heal t hful influence on the side of God and the truth. If you had had
the m nd of God you would not have been so void of discernnent,
especially after you had been faithfully warned by those in whom you
shoul d have had confi dence. Snpboth words and fair speeches have
decei ved you. These brothers are not all alike, but all have defective
characters. By constant watchful ness over thenselves, and by earnest
prayer to God in faith, they may make a success of keeping self inits
proper position, and through Jesus Christ be transforned in character
and obtain a noral fitness to neet the Lord when he shall come; but God
will not lay any inportant responsibility upon them for souls wll
thus be inperiled. p. 89, Para. 1, [280T].

These nen are unfitted to lead the flock of God. At the very tinme when
their words should be few and well chosen, nodest and unassumi ng, their
natural traits of character are woven into all they do and say, and the
work of God is marred. You and Bro. ---- have not had true discernment.
You have had too great confidence in the ability of these nen. A ship
may be sound in nearly every respect, but if there is one defect--a bit
of tinber wormeaten--the |ives of all on board are inperiled. A chain
may have nostly sound |inks, but one defective link destroys its worth.
I ndi vi dual s who possess excellent qualities, may have sone marked
traits of character which unfit themto be intrusted with the sol em,
sacred work of God. But these nen are deficient in nearly everything
that pertains to Christian character. Their exanple is not worthy of
imtation. p. 90, Para. 1, [280T].

You need to have nmuch done for you, nmy brother, before your |abors can
be what they m ght be and what they should be. Your understandi ng has
been darkened. Synpathy and union with those whose characters have been
cast in an inferior nold, will not elevate and ennoble you, but wll
rust and corrode your spirit, and will mar your useful ness and
di sconnect you from God. You are of an inpul sive nature. Burdens of
donestic life and of the cause do not rest very heavily upon you, and
unl ess you are constantly under the refining influence of the Spirit of
God, you will be in danger of beconing coarse in your nmanners. |n order
to rightly represent the character of Christ, you need to be
spiritualized, and brought into a nmore close connection with God in the
great work in which you are engaged. Your own thoughts mnust be
el evated, your own heart sanctified, in order for you to be a co-worker
with Jesus Christ. "Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord."™ p.
91, Para. 1, [280rT].

The work of God in Texas would stand -- higher to-day if the ----
brothers had no connection with it. | mght nention nore particular
reasons why this is so but will not at this tinme. Suffice it to say
that these nmen are not right with God. Feeling self-sufficient, and
conpetent for alnobst any calling, they have not nmade efforts to correct
the objectionable traits of character which were transmtted to them as
a birthright, but which by education, culture, and training, mght have
been overcone. They have made sone inprovenments in this direction; but



if weighed in the balances, they would still be found wanting. p. 91
Para. 2, [280r1].

The word of God abounds in general principles for the formation of
correct habits of living, and the testinopnies, general and personal
have been calculated to call their attention nore especially to these
principles; but all these have not made a sufficient inpression upon
their hearts and minds to cause themto realize the necessity of
decided reform If they had correct views of thenselves, in contrast
with the perfect Pattern, they would cherish that faith that works by
| ove and purifies the soul. These brothers, ---- excepted, are
naturally arbitrary, dictatorial, and self-sufficient. They do not
consi der others better than thensel ves. They are envious and jeal ous of
any nenber of the church whomthey think will be esteenmed higher than
t hensel ves. They profess conscientiousness, but they strain at a gnat
and swallow a canel in their dealings with their brethren whomthey
fear will be considered superior to them They will seize upon little
things, and talk over particulars, putting their own construction upon
words and acts. This is particularly true of two of these brothers. p.
92, Para. 1, [280T].

These nen, especially ----, are free, easy speakers. Their snooth
manner of relating things has such an appearance of honesty and genui ne
interest for the cause of God that it has a tendency to deceive and
becl oud the minds of those who hear them M heart aches with sadness
as | write, because | know the influence of this fanmily wherever it is
felt. I did not design to speak in regard to these persons again; but
the sol etm opening of these matters before ne conpels ne to wite once
nmore. If the teachers of the word who profess to be connected with God
cannot discern the influence of such nmen, they are unfit to stand as
teachers of the truth of God. If these persons would only keep their
proper position, and never attenpt to teach or to lead, | would be
silent; but when | see that the cause of God is in danger of suffering,
I can hold nmy peace no |onger. These brothers should not be allowed to
all locate in one place and conpose the | eading, elenment in the church
p. 93, Para. 1, [280r].

They are wanting in natural affection. They do not manifest synpathy,
| ove, and refined feelings toward each other; but indulge in envy,
j eal ousy, bickerings, and strife, anong thensel ves. Their consciences
are not tender. The |ove, gentleness, and neekness of Christ does not
hel p to conpose their experience. God forbid that such an el enent
shoul d exist in the church. Unless these persons are converted they
cannot see the kingdom of Heaven. It is much nore congenial to their
feelings to be tearing down, picking flaws, and seeking spot and stain
in others, than to be washing their own robes of character fromthe
defil ement of sin, and making themwhite in the blood of the Lamb. p.
94, Para. 1, [280T].

But | now conme to the npbst painful part of this history, that

concerning Bro. ----. The Lord caused ne to pass through an
i nvestigati on where you, and Bro. ---- figured largely. God was grieved
with you both. | saw and heard that which caused nme pain and regret.

Such an unreasonabl e, godl ess course as was pursued in this

i nvestigation was just what m ght have been | ooked for fromthe Brn. --
--. But ny greatest surprise and grief was that such nmen as Bro. ----
and yourself should bear an active part in this shaneful, one-sided



i nvestigation. p. 94, Para. 2, [280T].

To Bro. ----, who acted the | awer, to question and bring out the
mnutiae in the strongest light, I would say, | would not have that
work laid to my charge for the riches of the world. You were sinply
decei ved and del uded by a strange spirit that should have had no
senbl ance of quarter, no grain of respect. Envy, jealousy, evi
surm sings, and doubtful disputations, held a carnival on that
occasion. p. 95, Para. 1, [280r].

You may think ne too severe, but | cannot be nore severe than the
transaction deserves. Did you all think that God was altogether such an
one as yourselves when you condemmed the guiltless? The subsequent
condition of Bro. ---- was the result of your position taken upon that
occasi on. Had you shown fairness and synpathy, he would stand today
where his influence would tell on the side of truth with the power that
a neek and quiet spirit exerts. Bro. ---- was not a ready speaker, and
the smooth words and fair speeches of ---- ----, uttered with apparent
cool ness and candor, had effect. The poor, sightless man shoul d have
been regarded with pity and tenderness; but instead of this, he was

placed in the worst possible Iight. God saw, and will not hold one of
you guiltless who acted a part in that unfair investigation. Bro. ----,
it will not then appear so anusing to you as when you were sitting in

judgment against a blind brother. You should learn a |l esson fromthis
experience to close your ears to those who woul d prejudi ce you agai nst
the very ones whom God woul d have you sustain, pity, and strengthen

p. 95, Para. 2, [280Tr].

Bro. ----- and yourself could not see the defects in the brethren ----
; neither could you discern the opposite traits of character in Bro. --
--. Hs influence, sanctified by the Spirit of God, would tell with
ten-fold nore power upon the cause of God than the influence of the

brethren ----. You have done much to injure Bro. ----, which | advise
you to repent of as heartily as you comritted it. In the nane of the
Master, | entreat you to shake yourself from human influence, and cl ose

your ears to gossiping reports. Let no person put a testinmony in your
mout h; but |let God give you a burden for his cause, rather than nmen who
are unconsecrated at hone and abroad. p. 96, Para. 1, [280T].

Bro. ---- needs the softening, refining -- Spirit of God in his heart.
He needs to exercise it at his hone. "Let |ove be wthout
dissinulation." Let the arbitrary, dictatorial, censorial spirit be put
away fromhis honme, with all nmalice. The sane overbearing, judging

spirit will be carried out in the church. If his feelings are sonewhat
softened for the tinme being, he will act in a nore kindly manner; but
if they happen to be the opposite, he will act accordingly. Self-

control and sel f-discipline he has not exercised. Wiere Bro. ---- has

one defect, his judges and those who condemmed hi m have ten. p. 96,
Para. 2, [280r1].

Bro. ----, why did you not fully -- take the part of the oppressed?
Why did you not conpromise this matter? Wiy did you not l[ift your voice
as did your Saviour, and say, "He that is wi thout sin anong you, |et
himfirst cast a stone"? You have nade a fearful m stake, which may
result in the loss of nore souls than one, notwi thstanding you did it
ignorantly. Had one word of tender, genuine pity been expressed by you
to Bro. ----, it would have been registered to your account in Heaven.



But you had no nore sense of the work you were doing for tine and for
eternity than those who condemed Christ. You have judged and condemed
himin the person of his saint. "Inasnmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the | east of these nmy brethren, ye have done it unto ne." Hypocrisy
was al ways met by the severest rebuke from Jesus, while the veriest
sinners who cane to himin sincere repentance were received, pardoned,
and conforted. p. 97, Para. 1, [280r1].

Did you think Bro. ---- could be nmade to believe that wong was right
and right was wong, because his brethren would have him believe it?
Bro. ---- was diseased and nervous. Everything | ooked dark and
uncertain to him Hs confidence in you and Bro. ---- was gone, and to
whom shoul d he | ook? He was censured for one thing and then for another
until he becane confused, distracted, and desperate. Those who drove
himto this state have conmtted the greater sin. p. 98, Para. 1,

[ 280T] .

Wher e was conpassi on, even on the commn grounds of humanity?

Worl dlings would not, as a general rule, have been so careless, so
devoid of nmercy and courtesy; and they woul d have exercised nore
conpassion toward a man on account of his very infirmty, considering
himentitled to the tenderest consideration and nei ghborly |ove. But
here was a blind man a brother in Christ, and several of his brethren
sitting as judges upon his case. p. 98, Para. 2, [280Tr].

More than once during the process of the trial, when a brother was
being hunted |ike a rabbit to his death, you would break out into a

| oud | augh. Here sat Bro. ----, naturally so kind and synpathetic that
he censured his brethren for cruelty in killing game to subsist upon
yet here was a poor blind man, of as nuch nore value than birds as man
formed in the imge of God is above the dunb creatures of his care. "Ye
strain at a gnat, and swallow a canel," would have been the verdict of
Hi m who spake as never man spake, had his voice been heard in your
assenbly. p. 99, Para. 1, [280r].

He who had such tender conpassion for the birds m ght have exercised a
prai se-worthy conpassion and | ove for Jesus Christ in the person of his
afflicted saint. But you were as nen blindfolded. Bro. ---- presented a
snmoot h, abl e speech. Bro. ---- was not a ready speaker. His thoughts
could not be clothed in |anguage that woul d make a case, and he was
al together too nmuch surprised to make the best of the situation. Hs
sharp, criticising brethren turned | awers, and placed the blind man at
great disadvantage. God saw and nmarked the transactions of that day.
These nen, adepts in casting m st and nmeking out a case, apparently
obtained a triunph, while the blind brother, m sused and abused, felt
t hat everything was sinking beneath his feet. H's confidence in those
whom he had believed were the representatives of Jesus Christ was
terribly shaken. The noral shock he received has nearly proved his
ruin, spiritually and physically. Every one who was engaged in this
wor k shoul d feel the deepest renorse and repentance before God. p. 99,
Para. 2, [280r1].

Bro. ---- has nmade a nistake in sinking under this |oad of reproach
and undeserved criticismwhich should have fallen on other heads than
his. He is a man who has | oved the cause of God with his whole soul
God has shown his care for the blind in giving himprosperity; but even
this has been turned against himby his envious brethren. God has put



it into the hearts of unbelievers to be kind and synpathetic to him
because he is a blind man. Bro. ---- has been a Christian gentlenan,
and has made even his worldly enemies to be at peace with him God has
been to hima tender father, and has snoothed his pathway. He should
have been true to his know edge of truth, and served God with

si ngl eness of heart irrespective of censure, envy, and false
accusations. It was the position you took, Bro. ----, that was the
finishing stroke to Bro. ----. But Bro. ---- should not have let go his
hold on God if ministers and people did take a course in which he could
see no justice. Riveted to the eternal Rock, he should have stood firm
to principle, and carried out his faith and the truth at all hazards.
Oh! what necessity, for Bro. ---- to cling nore closely to the Armthat
is mghty to save. p. 100, Para. 1, [280T].

Al the worth and greatness of this life is derived fromits
connection with Heaven and the future immortal |ife. God's everlasting
armencircles the soul that turns to himfor aid, however feeble he may
be. The precious things of the hills shall perish; but the soul that
lives for God, unnobved by censure, unperverted by appl ause, shall abide
forever with him The city of God will open its golden gates to receive
hi m who | earned while on earth to | ean on God for gui dance and w sdom
for confort and hope am d | oss and affliction. The songs of angels will
wel conre himthere, and for himthe tree of life will yield its fruits.
p. 101, Para. 1, [280r1].

Bro. ---- has failed where he should have been victorious. But the
pitying eye of God is upon him Although the conpassi on of man may
fail, still God loves and pities, and reaches out his hel ping hand. If

he will only be hunble, nmeek, and lowly of heart, he will yet lift up
his head and plant his feet firmly upon the Rock of Ages. The nountains
shal |l depart, and the hills be renoved; but ny kindness shall not
depart fromthee, neither shall the covenant of ny peace be renoved,
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." p. 101, Para. 2, [280T].

Not one of us is excusable, under any formof trial, for letting our
hol d upon God becone | oosened. He is our source of strength, and our
stronghold in every trial. Wen we cry unto himfor help, his hand will

be stretched forth mightily to save. Bro. ---- should have felt that if
he had God for his father, he could hope and rejoice though every human
friend should forsake him | entreat of himnot to rob God of his

servi ce because frail man has m sjudged him but make haste and
consecrate hinself to God and serve himwith all the powers of his

bei ng. God |oves him and he | oves God; and his works mnmust be in
accordance with his faith, whatever course man may pursue toward him
Hi s enemi es may point to his present position as an evidence that they
were right in their judgnent of him Bro. ----'s course has been hasty
and wi thout due thought. His soul has been disgusted, and he thinks too
t horoughl y wounded for recovery. Those who have pursued him so
relentlessly have been in life and character far from bl aneless. |If God
had dealt with their crooked ways and i nperfect characters as they have
dealt with Bro. ---- they would have perished |ong ago. But a

conpassi onate God has borne with them and not dealt with them
according to their sins. p. 102, Para. 1, [280T].

God has been true to Bro. ----, and he should respond to his nerciful
deal i ngs, notw thstandi ng nan has shown so little of tenderness and the
common feelings of humanity. It is Bro. ----"s privilege to hide in



Jesus Christ, fromthe strife of tongues, and to feel that exhaustless
sources of gratitude, contentnent, and peace are open and accessible to
hi m every nonment. Had he earthly treasures without limt, he would not
be as rich as he may now be in the privilege of being on the side of
right, and of drinking to the full of the streans of salvation. p.

103, Para. 1, [280T].

What has not God done for Bro. ---- in giving his Son to die for him
and will he not with himfreely give himall things? Wiy should he be
unfaithful to God because man has proved unfaithful to hin How much
stronger than death is the love that binds the mother's heart to her
afflicted child; yet God declares that even a nother may forget her

child, "yet will | not forget thee.” No, not a single soul who puts his
trust in himwll be forgotten. "Every hunman tie may perish, Friend to
friend unfaithful prove; Mthers cease their own to cherish, Heaven and
earth at last renove; But no change Can attend Jehovah's love." p.

103, Para. 2, [280T].

God thinks of his children with the tenderest solicitude, and keeps a
book of renenbrance before himthat he may never forget the children of
his care. Bro. and Sr. ---- mght have been a precious help to the
church in bringing themup to a position of better understandi ng, had
the church accepted their efforts. But envy, evil surm sings, and
j eal ousy have driven them away fromthe church. Had they left the
scenes of their trial before they did, it would have been better for
them p. 104, Para. 1, [280T].

Epi stl e Number Two. p. 104, Para. 2, [280r1].

GOD has shown nme much in regard to the work of Satan in Texas, and the
unchristian conduct of sonme who have noved there from M chigan. | was
shown that the Brn. ---- have not in heart accepted the testinony which
has been given them They have nore confidence in thenmselves than in
the Spirit of prophecy. They have felt that the |light given was not of
Heaven, but that it originated fromreports nmade to nme in regard to
them This is not correct. But let ne ask, Was there not foundation for
reports? Does not their very life history condem their course? p
104, Para. 3, [280T].

Not one of this famly has had a religious experience that would
qualify himto take any |eading position in teaching the truth to
others. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord," were the words
spoken by the angel of God. "Ye are not chosen vessels of God to do any
part of his nopst sacred work. Ye mar and corrode, but do not purify and
bl ess."” You have, Brn. ----, ever held a |low standard of Christianity.
For a time, where you were not fully known you have had influence. This
once gai ned, you became | ess guarded, and acted out the natura
propensities of the heart until the lovers of the truth felt that you
were a great hinderance to the advancenent of the work of God. This was
no evil surmsing, but the actual facts in the case. p. 104, Para. 4,

[ 280T] .

If you woul d al ways mani f est ki ndness, respect, noble generosity, and
| ove toward even wi cked nmen, you might render effectual service to
Christ. If the spirit of Christ dwelt in you, you would represent him
in your words, in your actions, and even in the expression of your
count enance. Your conversation would be expressive of neekness, not



proud and boastful. You would not seek to exalt and glorify self.
Humility is a Christian grace which you are unacquainted with. You have
aspired for the supremacy, and have tried to cause your power and
superiority to be felt in ruling and dictating others. Especially has
this been the case with ----. He and his w fe cannot advance the nora
and spiritual standing of the cause of God by their influence. The nore
limted their sphere in connection with the cause of God, the better
will it be for the cause. Their words and acts in matters of deal are
not reliable. This is the case with ---- and his brothers generally.
The worl d and church have a right to say that their religion is vain
They are worldly and schem ng, watching their opportunity to nmake a

cl ose bargain. They are harsh and severe with those who are connected
with them They are envious, jealous, puffed up. p. 105, Para. 1,

[ 280T] .

Those who thus represent the truth, rear a mghty barrier to the
sal vation of others. Unless they becone transformed, it would be better
had they never enbraced the truth. Their minds are controlled nore by

Satan than by the Spirit of God. ----,s wife is a woman who naturally
possesses a kind heart, but she has been nol ded by her husband. She is
a careless tal ker. Her tongue is frequently set on fire of hell; it is
untamable. "In the nultitude of words,"” says Sol onon, "there wanteth

not sin." This is certainly true in her case. She exaggerates, and
bears false witness, and is thus constantly transgressing the
commandnent of God while she professes to be a conmandnent - keeper. She
does not nean to do wong, but her heart is not sanctified by the
truth. p. 106, Para. 1, [280T].

While you, Brn. ----, have been forward to engage in controversy with
ot her upon points of our faith, you have wi thout an exception been
asleep in reference to those things which pertain to Christianity. You
are not even dreanming of the perilous position you occupy. This apathy
extends over the church and over every one who, professing Christ as
you have done, denies himby his works. You are |eading others in the
same path of recklessness in which you are treading. God's word
decl ares that without holiness no man shall see God. Jesus died to
redeemus fromall iniquity and to purify unto hinmself a peculiar
peopl e, zeal ous of good works. p. 107, Para. 1, [280T].

"The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all nen,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world." Christ says,
"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven is

perfect." What do your prayers anount to while you regard iniquity in
your hearts? Unl ess you nmake a thorough change, you will, not far

hence, becone weary of reproof as did the children of Israel, and, I|ike
them you will, apostatize from God. Sone of you, in words, acknow edge

reproof; but you do not in heart accept it. You go on the sanme as
before, only being | ess susceptible to the influence of the Spirit of
God, beconing nmore and nore blinded, having | ess wisdom |ess self-
control, less noral power, and |less zeal and relish for religious
exerci ses; and unless converted, you will finally yield your hold upon
God entirely. You have not made deci ded changes in your |ife when
reproof has conme, because you have not seen and realized your defects
of character and the great contrast between your life and the |life of
Christ. It has been your policy to place yourself in a position where
you would not entirely |lose the confidence of your brethren. p. 107,



Para. 2, [280r1].

I was shown that the condition of the ---- church is deplorable. Your
i nfluence, Bro. ----, and that of your wife, has resulted, as you and
all may see, in discord and strife, and will prove utter ruin to the

church unl ess you either change your |ocation or becone converted. You
rust and corrode those connected with you. You have synpathi zers,
because all do not see you as God sees. Their perception is perverted
by your multiplicity of words and fair speeches. This is a sad,

di scouragi ng state of things. p. 108, Para. 1, [280T].

I was shown that as far as talk is concerned, ---- is qualified to
| ead the neetings; but when noral fitness is weighed, he is found
wanting. His heart is not right with God. Wen others are placed in a
| eadi ng position, they have the opposing spirit of ---- and his wife to
meet. This unsanctified spirit is not nanifested openly, but works
secretly to hinder, perplex, and di scourage those who are trying to do
the very best they can. God sees this, and it will in due tine receive
its just reward. Rule or ruin is the policy of ----, and his wife is
now in no better condition herself. Her senses are perverted. She is
not right with God. p. 108, Para. 2, [280T].

----, arecord of the sad history you are making is kept in Heaven. In

heart you are at war with the testinonies of reproof. The ---- fanily
have been, and are still, deceived in you. OGthers are nore or |ess
per pl exed, because you can talk well on present truth. Harnmony and
unity do not exist in the church at ----. You have not received and

acted upon the light given you. Had you heeded t he words of Sol onon,
you woul d not today be found standing in such a slippery path. He say,
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and | ean not unto thine own
understandi ng." Entire submi ssion to the will and ways of God, united
with deep distrust of your own wi sdom would have |ed you in a safer
track. p. 109, Para. 1, [280T].

Your sel f-confidence has been very great. No sooner has a brother been
suggested to lead the neetings, or to take a position of trust in
preference to yoursel f, than you have resolved that he shoul d not
succeed if you could help it, and with the m ght of your perverse will
you have set your spirit to oppose. p. 110, Para. 1, [280rl].

Your course toward Bro. ---- was abusive. His heart was stirred with
the deepest synpathy for you. He had been your friend; but his

di sconnecting fromyou was sufficient to create in you a spirit of
j eal ousy which was as cruel as the grave. And this spirit was exercised
agai nst a blind man, --one who shoul d have had the ki ndest care and the
deepest synpathy fromall. It was your perverse and deceptive spirit
which led others to synpathize with you rather than with him When he
saw that the clear |ight of the case could not be brought before the
brethren, and was fully convinced that wong was triunphing over right,
his spirit was so wounded that he becane desperate. It was then that he
et go his hold upon God. A partial shock of paralysis cane upon him
He was nearly ruined nentally and physically. In the church neetings,
matters of no special account were tal ked over; dwelt upon, and nade
the nost of; and wong, cruelly wong inpressions were nmade upon the

m nds of those present. p. 110, Para. 2, [280Tr].

To thus seek to injure a man in full -- possession of all his



faculties is a great sin; but such a course toward a man who is blind,
and who should be treated in such a manner as to cause, himto feel his
loss of sight as little as possible, is a sin of far greater magnitude.
Had you been a man of fine feelings, or what you professed to be, a

Christian, you could not have abused himas you did. But Bro. ---- has
a friend in Heaven who has pl eaded his cause for him and strengthened
himto grasp God's prom ses anew. Wen Bro. ---- was crazed with his

great grief, and the treatnent he had received, he acted |ike an insane
man. This was used agai nst himas evidence that he had a wong spirit.
But the all-seeing Judge weighs nmotives, and he will reward as the

wor ks have been. p. 111, Para. 1, [280Tr].

You, ---- have been puffed up with -- vain conceit, and have felt
yoursel f conpetent for any task. You have renounced the testinonies of
the Spirit of God; and if you had your own way, woul d cast everything
in a new nold. How hard it is for you to see things in a just light,
when duty leads in one direction and inclination in another. Your ideas
of the character of Christ, and of the necessary preparation for the
life to come, are narrow and perverted. p. 111, Para. 2, [280T].

I was shown that the brothers ---- and their famlies are descendi ng
| ower and | ower. "Clouds they are without water, carried about of
wi nds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit." And if they
continue in the course they have been pursuing, they will finally be
"twi ce dead, plucked up by the roots.” In leaning to their own
under st andi ng, they have gone down to the point where they have no
practical godliness, no Heaven, no God as theirs. p. 112, Para. 1,
[ 280rT] .

If God's people were all connected with him they would discern the
limted capacities of these nen, their prejudices, envy, jealousy, and
sel f-confidence. The objections which their wi cked hearts may raise
agai nst the testinony of the Spirit of God will not, in the providence
of God, be renpved. They nmmy stunble and fall upon questions of their
own originating. But God's people should see that their proud hearts
have never been hunbl ed, and their high | ooks have never been brought
low. The Bible is clear upon all points which relate to Christian
duties. Al who do the will of God shall know of the doctrine. But
these persons are seeking light fromtheir own tapers and not fromthe
Sun of Ri ghteousness. p. 112, Para. 2, [280T].

No man who does not utter the real sentiment of his heart, can be
called a truthful man. Fal sehood virtually consists in an intention to
deceive; and this my be shown by a | ook or word. Even facts may be so
arranged and stated as to constitute fal sehoods. Sone are adepts at
this business, and these will seek to justify themselves for departing
fromstrict veracity. There are those who, in order to tear down or
injure the reputation of another, will, fromsheer nalice, fabricate
fal sehoods concerning them Lies of self-interest are uttered in buying
and selling goods, cattle, or any kind of nmerchandise. Lies of vanity
are uttered by nmen who | ove to appear what they are not. A story cannot
pass through their hands wi thout enbellishnent. Oh! how much is done in
the world which the doers will one day wish to undo. But the record of
words and deeds in the books of Heaven will tell the sad story of
fal sehoods spoken and acted. p. 113, Para. 1, [280T].

Fal sehood and deception of every cast is sin against the God of truth



and verity. The Word of God is plain upon these points. "Ye shall not
deal falsely, neither lie one to another.” "All liars shall have their
part in the |ake which burneth with fire and brinstone, which is the
second death.” God is a God of sincerity and truth. The word of God is
a book of truth. Jesus is a faithful and true witness. The church is
the witness and ground of the truth. Al the precepts of the Mdst High
are true and righteous altogether. How, then, nmust prevarication and
any exaggeration or deception, appear in his sight. The servant of

Eli sha was struck with | eprosy, which ended only with death, for his
fal sehood uttered, because he coveted the gifts which Elisha refused.
p. 113, Para. 2, [280rl].

Even life itself should not be purchased with the price of falsehood.
By a word or nod the martyrs m ght have denied the truth, and saved
their lives. By consenting to cast a single grain of incense upon the
i dol altar, they m ght have been saved fromthe rack, the scaffold, and
the cross. But they refused to be false in word or deed, though life
was t he boon they would receive by so doing. |nprisonnment, torture and
death, with a clear conscience, were welconmed by themrather than the
acceptance of deliverance on condition of deception, falsehood and
apostasy. They earned, by fidelity and faith in Christ, spotless robes
and jewel ed crowms. Their |lives were ennobled and el evated in the sight
of God, because they stood firmy for the truth under the nost
aggravating circunstances. p. 114, Para. 1, [280T].

Men are nortals. They may be sincerely pious, and yet have nany errors
in their understanding, and many defects in their character; but they
cannot be Christ's followers, and yet be in [ eague with himwho "l oveth
and maketh a lie." Such a life is a fraud, a perpetual falsehood, a
fatal deception. It is a close test upon the courage of nen and wonen
to be brought to face their own sins, and to frankly acknow edge t hem
To say, "That m stake nust be charged to ny account,” requires a
strength of inward principle that the world possess in but a limted
degree. But he who has the courage to say this, in sincerity, gains a
deci ded victory over self, and effectually closes the door against the
eneny. p. 115, Para. 1, [280T].

An adherence to the strictest principles of truth will frequently
cause present inconveni ence and may even involve tenporal |oss, but
will increase the reward in the future |ife. Religion does not consist
nmerely in a systemof dry doctrines, but in practical faith which
sanctifies the life and, corrects the conduct in the famly circle and
in the church. Many may tithe m nt and rue, but neglect the weightier
matters, nercy and the | ove of God. To walk hunbly with God is
essential to the perfection of Christian character. God requires
undevi ating principle in the mnutest details of the transactions of
life. Said Christ, "He that is faithful in that which is least is
faithful also in nuch." p. 115, Para. 2, [280T].

It is neither the magnitude nor the seem ng insignificance of a
busi ness transaction that nakes it fair or unfair, honest or dishonest.
In the least departure fromrectitude, we place ourselves on the
eneny's ground, and may go on, step by step, to any |length of
injustice. A large proportion in the Christian world divorce religion
fromtheir business. Thousands of little tricks and petty di shonesties
are practiced in dealing with fell ownen, which reveal the true state
of the heart: showing its corruption. p. 116, Para. 1, [280T].



You do not honor the cause of truth. The fountain needs to be

cl eansed, that the streans nmay be pure. Sister ---- is engaged too nuch
i n seeking spot and stain upon the characters of her brethren and
sisters. In seeking to weed the gardens of her nei ghbors she has

negl ected her own garden. She nust nmmke nost diligent efforts in order
to build up a spotless character. There is the nost fearful danger that
she will fail here. If she | oses Heaven, she | oses everything. You and
your wife should cleanse the soul tenple, which has becone terribly

pol luted. Your nminds have becone sadly perverted. "The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom" Be very jeal ous and distrustful of self;
but never let your tongues be used to express the jeal ousy of your
hearts in regard to another. A great work remains for you both to do,
to so hunbl e yourselves before God that he will accept your repentance.
Hitherto you have been hearers, but not persevering doers of the word.
You have admitted again and again that you were wong, but the carna

m nd has renmai ned unchanged. You have nade a little change under the

i nfluence of feeling, but principle has not undergone a refornmation.
saw that the tinme had now fully come when action must be taken in your
case, unless a thorough change is wought in your lives. The church of
God must not conprom se with your coarse ways and | ow standard of
Christianity. p. 116, Para. 2, [280T].

One of you brothers is enough in a place. You are continually at war
and strife with one another, hateful, and hating one another. But

al t hough you are a by-word to those of the world with whom you
associate, yet you are so far distant from God that you cannot see but
that you are about right. Al of you need a nearer view of the
character of Christ, that you nmay discern nore clearly what it is to be
like him Unless you all change your deportnent, and entirely overcone
your ponpous, dictatorial, uncourteous course of conduct, you wll

di shonor the cause wherever you are; and it were better that you had
never been born. The tinme has cone for you to turn to the right or to
the left. If the Lord be God, follow him but if Baal, then foll ow
him" The deforned character devel oped in you is a disgrace to the
Christian name. No church will prosper under your rule or guidance, for
you are not connected with God. You are boastful, proud, and self-

i mportant, and would nold others after the same pattern as yoursel ves.
p. 117, Para. 1, [280rl].

The church of God has | ong been burdened with your unchristian acts
and deportrment. God help you to see and feel that your eterna
interests demand an entire transformation. By your exanple others are
led astray fromthe pure, elevated path of holiness. p. 118, Para. 1,
[ 280T].

Truly great nen are invariably nodest. Hunmility is the grace which
sits naturally upon them as a garnent. Those who have stored their

m nds with useful know edge, and who are possessed of genuine

attai nnents and refinenent, are the ones who will be nost willing to
admt the weakness of their own understanding. They are not self-
confident nor boastful; but in view of so much hi gher attainnments to
which they might rise in intellectual greatness, they seemto

t hensel ves to have but just begun the ascent. It is the superficia

t hi nker, the one who has but a beginning or smattering of know edge,
who deens hinself to be wi se, and who takes on airs of inportance that
are disgusting. p. 118, Para. 2, [280rl].



You nmight to-day be men of honor and of trust; but you have all been
so well satisfied with yourselves that you have not inproved the |ight
and privileges which have been graciously granted you. Your m nds have
not been expanded by the Christian graces, neither have your affections
been sanctified by conmunion with the Lifegiver. There is a littleness,
an earthliness, which stanps the outer character and reveals the fact
beyond doubt that you have been wal king in the way of your own heart,
and in the sight of your own eyes, and that you are filled with your
own devices. p. 119, Para. 1, [280r].

VWhen connected with God, and sincerely seeking his approval, man
becomes el evated, ennobled, and sanctified. The work of elevation is
one that man nust performfor hinself through Jesus Christ. Heaven may
give himevery advantage so far as tenporal and spiritual things are

concerned, but it is all in vain unless he is willing to appropriate
these bl essings, and to help hinself. H s own powers nust be put to use
or he will finally be weighed in the bal ances and pronounced wanti ng.
He will be a failure as far as this |life is concerned, and will |ose

the future life. p. 119, Para. 2, [280r].

All who will with determ ned effort seek help from above, and subdue
and crucify self, may be successful in this world, and may gain the
future imortal life. This world is the field of man's labor. His

preparation for the future world depends upon how he di scharges his
duties in this world. He is designed of God to be a blessing to

soci ety. he cannot, if he would, live and die to hinself. God has bound
us together as nenbers of one famly, and this relationship every one
is bound to cherish. There are services due to others which we cannot

i gnore and yet keep the commandnents of God. To live, think, and act
for self only, is to beconme useless as servants of God. Hi gh-soundi ng
titles and great talents are not essential in order to be a good
citizen or an exenplary Christian. p. 120, Para. 1, [280rT].

We have too many in our ranks who -- are restless, talkative, self-
commendi ng, and who take the liberty to put thenselves forward, having
no reverence for age, experience, or office. The church is suffering
to-day for help of an opposite character,--nodest, quiet, God-fearing

men, who will lift disagreeable burdens when |aid upon them not for
the nanme, but to render service to their Master who died for them
Persons of this character do not think it will detract fromtheir

dignity to rise up before the ancient, and to treat gray hairs with
respect. Qur churches need weedi ng out. Too nuch sel f-exaltation and
sel f-sufficiency exist anong the nenbers. p. 120, Para. 2, [280T].

Those who fear and reverence God, he -- will delight to honor. Man may
be so elevated as to formthe connecting |ink between Heaven and earth.
He cane forth fromthe hand of his Creator with a synmetrica
character, endowed with capacities for inprovenent that, with divine
i nfluence conbined with human effort, he m ght elevate hinself al npst
to an angel's sphere. Yet, when thus elevated, he will be unconscious
of his goodness and greatness. p. 121, Para. 1, [280T].

God has given man intellectual faculties -- capable of the highest
cultivation. Had the brethren ---- seen the natural coarseness and
roughness of their characters, and with assiduous care cultivated and
trained the mnd, strengthening the weak points of character and



overcomng their glaring defects, sone of them would have been accepted
as Christ's nmessengers. But God cannot accept any one of themas his
representative as they are now. They did not sufficiently realize the
need of inprovenent to cause themto seek for it. Their m nds were not
trai ned by study, by observation, reflection, and a constant effort to
t horoughly discipline thenselves for the duties of life. The nmeans of

i mprovenent are within the reach of all. None are so poor so busy that
with Jesus to help themthey cannot make inprovenents in their life and
character. p. 121, Para. 2, [280Tr].

Epi stl e Nunber Three. p. 122, Para. 1, [280Tl].

Bro. and Sr.----: | have been shown the great nercy and infinite |ove
of God in giving you another trial. There will be a positive necessity
of your holding fast to the nmghty Heal er, that you may have physica
and spiritual strength. You have poor health, but you are in danger of
thinking that you are in a worse condition than you really are. You
have not had power of endurance, because you have not cherished a
pati ent, hopeful, courageous spirit. You yield to infirmties instead
of rising above them Tenptations will assail you on the right hand and
on the left, but by patient continuance in well-doing you may overcone
the defects in your characters. p. 122, Para. 2, [280rI].

I was shown that your feet had indeed -- taken hold on perdition, but
God did not wholly forsake either of you. His matchless nmercy in giving
you anot her opportunity to prove your loyalty to himcalls upon you to
wal k with great humility and to guard self. You have petted and
i ndul ged yoursel ves so nmuch, that you need now to work in an opposite
direction. p. 123, Para. 1, [280Tl].

You, Bro. ----, have been very selfish, and this has been contenptible
in the sight of God. Your wife and yourself have stunbl ed again and
again over this evil. Your powers have been greatly dwarfed by self-

gratification and sel f-indolence. Neither of you are deficient in
natural reason and judgnent, but you have followed inclination rather
than the path of duty, and have failed to repress the wong traits of
character and to strengthen weak nmoral power. p. 123, Para. 2, [280rl].

Bro. ----, you are naturally an inpatient, fretful, exacting man at
honme; and after a short acquai ntance you show this out in new pl aces.
You frequently talk in an inpatient, overbearing manner. This nust al
be repented of. You may now begin anew. God has in his boundl ess nercy
gi ven you anot her chance. Your wife, has nuch in herself to contend
agai nst, and you should be on your guard that you do not throw her upon
Satan's ground. Fretting, fault-finding, and maki ng strong statenents
nmust be given up. What tinme have you set to gain the victory over your
perverse will and the defects in your character? Wth the advancenent
you now make, your probation may cl ose before you have made the
determ ned efforts essential to give you the victory over self. You
will in the providence of God be placed in positions where your
peculiarities will be tried and revealed, if existing. You do not see
nor realize the effect of your thoughtless, inpatient, conplaining,
whi ni ng words. p. 123, Para. 3, [280T].

Yoursel f and wi fe have another gol den opportunity to suffer for
Christ's sake. If you do this conplainingly, you will have no reward;
if willingly, gladly, having the same spirit which Peter possessed



after his apostasy, you will be victors. He felt a sense of his
cowardly denial of Christ through his lifetime; and when called to
suffer martyrdomfor his faith, the hunmiliating fact was ever before
him and he begged that he nmight not be crucified in the exact manner
of his Lord, fearing that would be too great an honor after apostasy.
Hi s request was that he might be crucified with his head downward. What
a sense did Peter have of his sin in denying his Lord! Wat a
conversion he experienced! His life ever after was a |ife of repentance
and humliation. p. 124, Para. 1, [280T].

You may have cause to trenble when you see God through his |aw. Wen
Moses thus saw the majesty of CGod he exclainmed, "I exceedingly fear and
quake!" The condemmation of the | aw pronounced death upon the
transgressor. Then the atoning sacrifice was presented before Mses.
The cl eansing bl ood of Christ was revealed to purify the sinner, and
his fears were swept away as the norning fog before the beans of the
rising sun. Thus he saw it mght be with the sinner. Through repentance
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, pardon is witten,
and the Sun of Righteousness sheds his bright, healing beans upon him
di spelling the doubt and fear that befog the soul. Mses cane down from
t he nount where he had been in converse with God, his face shining with
a heavenly luster which was refl ected upon the people. He appeared to
them|like an angel direct fromglory. That divine brightness was
pai nful to those sinners; they ran away from Mdses, and begged that the
bright glory mght be covered fromtheir sight lest it slay themif
they came near him p. 125, Para. 1, [280T].

Moses had been a student. He was well educated in all the |earning of
t he Egyptians; but this was not the only qualification which he needed
to prepare himfor his work. He was, in the providence of God, to learn
patience, to tenper his passions. In a school of self-denial and of
har dshi ps he was to receive an educati on which would be of the utnopst
i mportance to him These trials would prepare himto exercise a
fatherly care over all who needed his help. No know edge, no study, no
el oquence could be a substitute for this experience in trials to one
who was to watch for souls as they that nmust give account. |In doing,
the work of a hunble shepherd, forgetful of self, interested for the
flock given to his charge, he was to become fitted for the npst exalted
work ever intrusted to nortals--that of being a shepherd of the sheep
of the Lord's pasture. Those who fear God in the world must be
connected with him Christ is the nost perfect educator the world ever
knew. To receive wi sdom and know edge from Christ was nore valuable to
Moses than all the learning of the Egyptians. p. 126, Para. 1, [280T].

Bro. and Sr.. ----, | entreat of you to be in earnest, and cone to God
t hrough Jesus Christ. "Be not deceived; God is not nocked; for
what soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” He who spends his
talents and his nmeans in self-indulgence, in gratification of the |ower
passions WIIl reap corruption. His harvest is sure. Hs mind will |ose

its susceptibility and power. His intellect will be shattered, and his

life shortened. God requires you to nake nmore thorough efforts to
subdue and control self. | was shown that God find angels are ready and
waiting to help you in this inportant work. If you delay, if you are
even dilatory, it my be too late. Your probation is |engthened, your
character is now form ng, and soon, mny dear brother and sister, it wll
be stereotyped forever. Hal f-way work with you will not advance you one
step toward Heaven. |ndecision soon becones decision in the wong



direction. Many decide to serve thensel ves and Satan, by not making
determ ned efforts to overcone their defects of character. Wile many
are petting sinful propensities, expecting to be overconers sonetine,
they are deciding for perdition. You, Bro. and Sr. ----, in the nanme of
Jesus Christ, may be victorious even now "in this thy day." Do not plan
and study for self. You cannot be wholly the Lord's while encouraging
any degree of selfishness. Such great |ove as the Redeener has shown
you should be received with great humlity and continual rejoicing. In
order to be happy, control your thoughts and words. It will require a
masterly effort on your part; nevertheless it nust be done, if you are
t he acknow edged children of God. Be not weary in your effort. Satan is
battling for your souls, and he nust be disappointed. p. 126, Para. 2,
[ 280T].

When you, Bro. ----, first conmence to |abor in a place, you generally
have the confidence of the people; but after a nore thorough
acquai nt ance your defects of character becone so apparent that nmany
| ose confidence in your piety. Reflections are thus cast upon the
m nisters of the whole fraternity. A short stay in a place would not
injure your reputation. While engaged in earnest |abor, pressed by
opposi ng influences, your mind is absorbed in the work in which you are
engaged, and you have not time nor opportunity to think and reflect
upon yourself. But when the work is over, and you begin to think upon
self, as is natural for you to do, you pet yourself, becone babyi sh,
sharp and cross in tenper, and thus greatly mar the work of God. You
mani fest the sane spirit in the church, and your influence is thus nuch
injured in the conmunity, in some cases beyond renmedy. You have
frequently exhibited childish contention, even while | aboring to
convert souls to the truth, and the inpressions made have been terrible
upon those who were wi tnesses. Now, one of two things must be done; you
must either be a consecrated man at hone, in your famly, and in the
church, at all times tender and patient, or you nust not settle down in
a church. For your defects will be made apparent, and the Redeener you
profess to |ove and serve will be dishonored. p. 128, Para. 1, [280T].

The faith of Mdses led himto | ook at the things which are unseen,
which are eternal. He left the splendid attractions of court life
because sin was there. He gave up present and seem ng good t hat
flatters only to ruin and destroy. The real attractions, the eternal
were of value to him The sacrifices made by Moses were really no
sacrifices. Wth himit was letting go a present, apparent, flattering
good, for a sure, high, imortal good. p. 129, Para. 1, [280T].

Moses endured the reproach of Christ, considering reproach greater
riches than all the treasures of Egypt. He believed what God had said,
and was not influenced to swerve fromhis integrity by any of the
worl d's reproaches. He wal ked the earth as God's free man. He had the
love of Christ in the soul tenple, which made himnot only a man of
dignity, but added the luster of the true Christian graces to the
dignity of the man. Modses wal ked a rough and perilous path, but he
| ooked to the things unseen and faltered not. The reconpense of reward
was attractive to Moses, and it may be also to us. Mses was fam liar
with God. p. 129, Para. 2, [280T].

The work is before you to inprove the remant of your life in
reform ng and el evating the character. A new life begins in the renewed
soul. Christ is the indwelling Saviour. That which may be regarded as



hard to give up nust be yielded. The overbearing, dictatorial word nust
be Il eft unspoken, then a precious victory is gained. True happi ness
will be the result of every self-denial, every crucifixion of self. One
victory won, the next is nore easily gained. Had Mbses negl ected the
opportunities and privileges granted himof God, he would have

negl ected the light from Heaven, and been a di sappoi nted, mi serable
man. Sin is from beneath; when indul ged, Satan is enshrined in the

soul, there to kindle the very fires of hell. God has not given his |aw
to prevent the salvation of souls, but he wants all to be saved. Man
has |ight and opportunities, and if he will inprove them he may

overcome. You may show by your lives the power of the grace of God in
overcom ng. Satan is trying to set up his throne in the soul tenple.
When he reigns he nakes hinmself heard and felt in angry passions, in
words of bitterness that grieve and wound. But as |ight has no
conmuni on with darkness, and Christ no union with Belial, the man nust
be wholly for one or the other. In indulging itself, in avariciousness,
in deception, in fraud, or sin of any kind, he encourages the el enents
of Satan in his soul, and closes the doors of Heaven to hinmself. p.
130, Para. 1, [280T].

Because of sin, Satan was thrust out of Heaven; and no man, indul ging
and fostering sin, can go to Heaven, for then Satan woul d have a
foothold there again. When a man is earnestly engaged day by day in
overcom ng the defects in his character, he is cherishing Christ in his
soul tenmple. The light of Christ is in him Under the bright beans of
the light of Christ's countenance, his entire being is beconing
el evated and ennobl ed. He has the peace of Heaven in his soul. Many
gi ve | oose reins to passion, to avariciousness, to selfishness and
deception, and all the tine are excusing thenselves and |aying the
bl ame on the circunstances which brought around the trial to
t hensel ves. This has been your case. You could have made your
surroundi ngs. God permitted your surroundings to exist to develop
character. By resisting or enduring tenptation, circunstances are
controlled by the mght of the will in the nane of Jesus. This is
overcom ng as Christ overcane. "This is the victory that overconeth the
worl d, even our faith." p. 131, Para. 1, [280T].

Bro. ----, God is nmerciful to you. Your life has been a m stake,
not hi ng what it mght have been and shoul d have been. There has not
been in you genui ne manliness, true elevation and purity of feeling.
You have not had proper self-respect, and therefore have not had proper
respect for others. You have not magnified Christ and the power of his
grace. You have needed guardians all the way along through Iife. The
same frivolity and fickleness, the sane inconsideration and | ack of
sel f-control, the sane sel fishness and inpatience which was seen in
your conduct at an early period of your life, is developed in a marked
manner when past the neridian of life. This need not have been, had you
put away childish feelings and childish tenper, and put on the firmess
of the man. You have favored yoursel ves altogether to your injury. Your
pains and infirmties have been magnified. You |look at them and
conplainingly talk of them but do not |ook away to Jesus. Think how
little you suffer, howlittle you endure in conparison with the
sufferings of Jesus Christ; and he was sinless, the just suffering for
the unjust. p. 131, Para. 2, [280T].

A good tree will not produce corrupt fruit. Good conversation wll
acconpany a good conscience as surely as good fruit will be produced by



a good tree. If a man is unkind and churlish in his famly and to

ot hers connected with him no one need to inquire how he will manage in
the church. He will exhibit the same petul ant, overbearing disposition
whi ch he shows at home. No nman can have the spirit and the m nd of
Christ Jesus wi thout being rendered better by it in all the relations
and duties of life. Mirnmuring, conplaining, and fretful passion are not

the fruit of good principles. You will need to be instant in prayer,
because you have not strengthened the high, noble, nmoral traits of
character. This is to be done now by you. The work will be difficult,

but positively essential. p. 132, Para. 1, [280T].

VWhile in Texas you were hopeless, and felt yourself forsaken of God
and man. But now that you again nake a start, let the work of
reformati on be thorough, your repentance such as needeth not to be
repented of. The best of your days, so far as health and vigor are
concerned, are in the past; but with proper habits, a cheerful mind, a
cl ear conscience in reference to present deportnent, you may turn your
defeat into victory. You have no tinme to |ose. Your wife can help you
in all your efforts in the harvest-field. If she is sanctified through
the truth, she can be a blessing to you and to the cause of God, in
conversing with others and being social. p. 133, Para. 1, [280T].

Many falter and fall through the indul gence of a perverse tenper.
Al exander and Caesar found it nuch easier to subdue a kingdomthan to
rule their own spirits. After conquering nations, the world's so-called
great nmen fell, one of themthrough the indul gence of appetite--victim
of intenperance--the other through presunption and mad anmbition. p
133, Para. 2, [280T].

God calls upon you to yield pride and stubbornness, and |l et the peace
of God rule in your hearts. The neek and quiet spirit nust be
cherished. Carry Christ's neekness with you in all your labors. An
excited tenper and cutting censure will not inpress the people or gain
their synpathy. If we have the truth we can afford to be cal mand
unexcited. Qur | anguage shoul d be nodest and el evated. The spirit you
have cherished within has left its inpression upon the countenance.
Christ, enthroned in the soul tenple, will efface that fretful
peevi sh, unhappy | ook; and as the cloud of w tnesses | ook upon a man
reflecting the image of Christ, they will realize that he is surrounded
by a pl easant atnosphere. The world will see that am d stornms of abuse
he stands unnoved like the |l ofty cedar. That man is one of God's
heroes. He has overcone hinmself. p. 134, Para. 1, [280Tr].

The | argest share of the annoyances of life, its daily corroding
cares, its heartaches, its irritation, is the result of a tenper
uncontrol l ed. The domestic circle is often broken by a hasty word and
abusi ve | anguage. How nuch better were it left unsaid. One smle of
pl easure, one peaceful, approving word spoken in the spirit of meekness
woul d be a power to soothe, to confort, and to bl ess. The governnment of
self is the best governnment in the world. By putting on the ornanment of
a neek and quiet spirit, ninety-nine out of a hundred of the troubles
which so terribly enbitter |ife mght be saved. Many excuse their hasty
wor ds and passionate tenpers by saying "I amsensitive; | have a hasty
tenperament." This will never heal the wounds made by hasty, passionate
words. Somne, indeed, are naturally nore passionate than others; but
this spirit can never harnonize with the Spirit of God. The natural man
must die, and the new man Christ Jesus take possession of the soul, so



that the follower of Jesus may say in verity and truth, "I live, yet
not I, for Christ liveth in nme." Self is difficult to conquer. Human
depravity in every formis not easily brought into subjection to the
spirit of Christ. But all should be inpressed with the fact that unless
this victory is gained through Jesus Christ, there is no hope for them
The victory can be gained, for nothing is inpossible with God. By his
assisting grace all evil tenper, all human depravity nay be overcone.
Every Christian nust [ earn of Christ who, when he was reviled, reviled
not again. p. 134, Para. 2, [280T].

The work before you is no light task, no child's play. You have failed
to go forward to perfection. But now you nmay begin anew. You may show
by your life what the power and grace of God can do in transform ng the
natural man to a spiritual man in Christ Jesus. You may be overconers
if you will, in the name of Christ, decidedly take hold of the work.

p. 136, Para. 1, [280r].

There is one solem statenment | wish you to wite upon your hearts:
VWhen persons have yielded to Satan's devices and thus placed themsel ves
upon his ground, if they recover thenselves fromhis snares through the
mercy of God, they nust conme into close connection with him daily
crucify self, and be thoroughly transformed, in order to gain the
victory and win eternal life. You both went a | ong distance from God.
You have brought a great reproach upon his cause. Now you nust be nopst
zeal ously in earnest to overcone every defect in your characters, and
by a life of hunmiliation, and trusting, pleading prayer, in faith, ask
God for Christ's sake to cancel the past, so that the seeds of evi
that you have sown may not be extended, and be treasured up as wath
agai nst the day of wath. p. 136, Para. 2, [280Tr].

Now to go on in the sane course, fractious in spirit, petting
your sel ves, babyishly talking of your infirmties, expatiating upon
your feelings, and dwel|ling upon the dark side, will make you weak and
spiritless. It was these things that nade you easy subjects to Satan's
devices. If you begin the sane course you were pursui ng when your feet
began to slip, your case will be hopeless. |If you break off your sins
by repentance, and avoid the fearful consequences by taking refuge in a
Saviour's intercession, pleading with God earnestly for his Spirit that
you may be led, and taught, and qui ckened, you may reap life
everlasting. Do not fail to unitedly, hunbly, cast your hel pless souls
in faith upon the nerits of Christ. p. 136, Para. 3, [280T].

Epi stl e Nunber Four. p. 137, Para. 1, [280T].
Pl ano, Texas, Nov. 24, 1878. p. 137, Para. 2, [280Tr].

In ny last vision your case was shown nme. | saw that you |oved the
truth which you profess, but you are not sanctified through it. Your
af fections have been divided between the service of God and the | ove of
manmon. This division of affection stands as a barrier in the way of
your being a mssionary for God. Wile professedly serving, the cause
of God, self-interest has marred your work and greatly injured your
i nfluence. God could not work with you because your heart was not right
with him p. 137, Para. 3, [280T].

As far as words go, you have been deeply interested in the truth; but
when it comes to showi ng your faith by works, there has been a great



| ack. You have not correctly represented our faith. You have injured

t he cause of God by your manifest |ove of gain; and your love to trade
and di cker has not been for your good or for the spiritual health of
those with whom you are brought in contact. You are a sharp man in
trade, and you often overreach. You have peculiar tact for |ooking out
for the best end of the bargain watching for your own good rather than
that of others. If a man would cheat hinself, and you be advantaged

t hereby, you have let himdo it. This is not follow ng the golden rule,
doi ng unto others as you would wish themto do by you. p. 138, Para.
1, [280T].

VWil e engaged in the m ssionary work you have at the sane tine
mani f ested your schem ng propensities in buying and selling. This nakes
a poor conbination. You should be one thing or the other. "If the Lord
be God, serve him if Baal, then serve him" Choose ye this day whomye
will serve. God will not accept your labors in the tract and m ssionary
work while you are schem ng to advantage yourself. You are in danger of
counting gain as godliness. The tenpter -- will present flattering
i nducenments before you, to fascinate you and allure you on to indulge a
spirit of schemi ng, which will kill your spirituality. p. 138, Para.

2, [280r1].

The worl d, angels, and nmen | ook upon you as a sharper, as a man who is
studying his own interest, and securing advantages to hinself w thout

| ooki ng carefully and conscientiously after the interest of those with
whom he deals. In your business life there is a vein of dishonesty that
tarni shes the soul and dwarfs religious experience and growth in grace.
You do not see and sense the evil of encouraging this schem ng
propensity. It has becone second nature to you. You are watching with
keen busi ness eye the best chance to secure a bargain. p. 139, Para.

1, [280r1].

Busi ness which you nay enter into -- fairly and squarely, advantagi ng
others as well as yourself, would be all right as far as dealing
honorably is concerned. But the Lord woul d have accepted your service,
and used your powers, your keen perceptions, in securing the salvation
of souls, had you been sanctified through the truth. The desire of the
eye in the love of gain was warring against the Spirit. The habits and
culture of years have been disqualifying you for God's work. It has
left its deform ng inpress upon your character. You have a constant,
| onging desire to traffic. If sanctified to the service of God, this
woul d nake you an earnest, persevering |aborer for the Master; but,
abused as it has been, your soul is in danger, and others also are in
danger of being |ost through your influence. p. 139, Para. 2, [280T].

At times reason and conscience renonstrate, and you feel rebuked
because of your course; your soul |longs after holiness and the surety
of Heaven; the din of the world | ooks repulsive to you, and you put it
asi de and cherish the Spirit of God. Then again, your worldly
propensity cones in and overrules everything. You will surely have to
neet the assaults of Satan; and you should prepare for them by firmy
resisting your inclination. p. 140, Para. 1, [280T].

While the apostle Paul was immured in prison walls that were reeking
wi t h danmpness, hinself a sufferer with infirmties, he greatly desires
to see Tinothy, his son in the gospel, and | eave him his dying charge.
He has no hope of release fromhis bondage until he yields his life.



The wi cked Nero's heart is thoroughly satanic, and at a word or nod
fromhim the apostle's |ife would be cut short. He urges the i medi ate
presence of Tinothy, and yet he fears he will not come soon enough to
receive the last testinony fromhis lips. He therefore repeats the
words he woul d speak to Tinothy, to one of his fellow | aborers who was
allowed to be his conpanion in bonds. This faithful attendant wote the
dyi ng charge of Paul, a small portion of which we here quote:-- p.

140, Para. 2, [280T].

"They that will be rich fall into tenptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown nen in destruction and
perdition. For the |ove of nmoney is the root of all evil; which, while

sone coveted after, they have erred fromthe faith, and pierced

t hensel ves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee
these things, and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, |ove,
pati ence, nmeekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eterna
life whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good

prof essi on before many witnesses." "Charge themthat are rich in this
worl d, that they be not high-m nded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but
in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they

do good; that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing
to communi cate, laying up in store for thensel ves a good foundation
against the tinme to cone, that they may lay hold on eternal life." "And

the things, that thou hast heard of nme anpbng nany witnesses, the sane
conmit thou to faithful nmen, who shall be able to teach others al so.
Thou, therefore, endure hardness as a good sol dier of Jesus Christ. No
man that warreth entangleth hinself with the affairs of this |ife; that
he may pl ease Hi m who hath chosen himto be a soldier. And if a man

al so strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned except he strive
lawfully." A man nmay be avaricious and yet excuse hinself by saying
that it is for the cause of God; but he obtains no reward, for God does
not want noney that is obtained by overreaching or by any senbl ance of
di shonesty. p. 141, Para. 1, [280rT].

He further urges Tinothy: "Do thy diligence to come shortly unto ne;
for Demas hath forsaken nme, having loved this present world, and is
departed unto Thessal onica." These words dictated by Paul just prior to
his death were witten by Mark for our profit and warning. p. 142,
Para. 1, [280rl].

Christ in teaching his disciples said, "I amthe true vine, and ny

Fat her is the husbandman. Every branch in ne that beareth not fruit, he
taketh away; and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it
[pruneth it], that it may bring forth nore fruit." He who is united to
Christ, partaking of the sap and nourishment of the vine, will work the
wor ks of Christ. The love of Christ nmust be in himor he cannot be in
the vine. Suprene |ove to God, and |ove to your neighbor equal to that
whi ch you bear to yourself, is the basis of true religion. p. 142,
Para. 2, [280r1].

Christ inquires of every one professing his nane, "Lovest thou nme? "
If you love Jesus you will |ove the souls for whom he has died. A man
may not bear the nost pleasant exterior, he nay be deficient in many
respects; but if he has the reputation for straight-forward honesty he
will gain the confidence of others. The love of truth, the dependence
and confidence nen can place in him wll renove or overbear
obj ectionable features in his character. Trustworthiness in your place



and calling, a willingness to deny self for the purpose of benefiting
others, will bring peace of nmnd and the favor of God. p. 143, Para.
1, [280r1].

Those who will walk closely in the footsteps of their self-
sacrificing, self-denying Redeener, will have the m nd of Christ
reflected in their minds. Purity and the love of Christ will shine
forth in their daily lives and characters, while neekness and truth
will guide their way. Every fruitful branch is pruned that it may bring
forth nore fruit. Even fruitful branches nmay display too nmuch foliage,
and appear what they really are not. The followers of Christ may be
doi ng some work for the Master, and yet not be doing half they m ght
do. He then pruneth them because worldliness, self-indul gence, and
pride are cropping out in their lives. Husbandmen clip off the surplus
tendrils of the vines that are grasping the rubbish of earth, thus
maki ng them nore fruitful. These hindering causes must be renpved, and
the defective overgrowh cut away, to give roomfor the healing beans
of the Sun of Ri ghteousness. p. 143, Para. 2, [280r1].

God purposed through Christ that fallen man shoul d have another tri al
Many m sunderstand the object for which they were created. It was to

bl ess humanity and glorify God rather than to enjoy and glorify self.
God is constantly pruning his people, cutting off profuse, spreading
branches, that they may bear fruit to his glory and not produce |eaves
only. God prunes us with sorrow, with disappointnent and affliction
that the outgrowm h of strong, perverse traits of character may, be
weakened, and that the better traits may have a chance to devel op.

I dol s nust be given up, the conscience nmust becone nore tender; the
meditati on of the heart nust be spiritual, and the entire character
nmust beconme symmetrical. Those who really desire to glorify God, wll
be thankful for the exposure of every idol and every sin, that they may
see them and put them away; but the divided heart will plead indul gence
rather than denial. p. 144, Para. 1, [280T].

The apparently dry branch, by being connected with the living vine,
beconmes a part of it. Fiber by fiber, and vein by vein, it adheres to
the vine till it derives its |life and nourishnent fromthe parent
stal k. The craft buds, blossons, and produces fruit. The soul, dead in
trespasses and sins, nust experience a simlar process in order to be
reconciled to God, and to becone a partaker of Christ's life and joy.
As the graft receives life when united to the vine, so the sinner
partakes of the divine nature when connected with Jesus Christ. Finite
man is united with the infinite God. When thus united, the words of
Christ abide in us, and we are not actuated by a spasnodic feeling, but
by a living, abiding principle. The words of Christ nmust be neditated
upon and cherished and enshrined in the heart. They should not be
repeated parrot-like, finding no place in the nmenory, and having no
i nfluence over the heart and the life. p. 145, Para. 1, [280Tl].

As the branch nust abide in the vine to obtain the vital sap which
causes it to flourish, so those who | ove God and keep all his sayings
nmust abide in his love. Wthout Christ we cannot subdue a single sin,
or overcone the smallest tenptation. Many need the spirit of Jesus
Christ and his power to enlighten their understanding, as much as blind
Barti meus needed his natural sight. "As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine, no nore can ye, except ye abide in
me." Al who are really in Christ will experience the benefit of this



uni on. God accepts themin the Bel oved. They beconme objects of the
Father's solicitude and tender, loving care. This connection with
Christ will result in the purification of the heart, and in a
circunspect life and a faultless character. The fruit borne upon the
Christian tree is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, tenperance. p. 145, Para. 2, [280T].

My brother, you need a close connection with God. You have traits of
character for which you are responsible. Your powers have been put to a
wrong use. God cannot approve your course. Your standard is after the
pattern of the worldlings, and not after the pattern Christ has given
us in his life. You have | ooked through their eyes, and discerned with
their unsanctified judgnent. Your soul nust be cleansed fromthe
polluting influence of the world. You have repeatedly deviated from
strict integrity for that which you flattered yourself was gain, but
which was really | oss. Every act of overreaching in deal will detract
fromyour reward in Heaven, should you gain that honme. Every man will
receive his reward as his works have been. p. 146, Para. 1, [280T].

You have no tine to | ose, but should nake diligent efforts to overcone
the marked traits in your character, which if indulged will close the
doors of glory against you. You cannot afford to | ose Heaven. You now
need to make a decided change in your words and deeds, to overcome your
avaricious spirit, and to turn your thoughts into the channel of
sanctified truth. In short, you need to be transfornmed. Then God will
accept your labors in his cause. You should be a nan of such

undevi ating veracity that the love of gain will not seduce you, and no
tenptati on overconme you. The Lord requires of all who profess his nane
a strict adherence to truth. This will be as salt which has not | ost

its savor, as a light am d the noral darkness and deception of the
world. p. 147, Para. 1, [280T].

"Ye are the light of the world," says Christ. Those who are truly

connected with God, by reflecting the Iight of Heaven will have a
savi ng power in the church, and also in the world, because the perfune
of good deeds and truthful acts will make them of good repute even
among those who are not of our faith. Those who fear God will respect

and honor such a character; and even the enem es of our faith, as they
see the spirit and life of Christ exhibited in their daily works, wll
glorify God, the source of their strength and honor. p. 147, Para. 2,
[ 280T] .

You, my brother, should have been truly converted to the truth and
whol Iy given to the work of God years ago. Precious years which should
have been rich with experience in the things of God, and in practica
| abor in his cause, have been | ost. \Wereas you should now be able to
teach others, you have failed to cone to the full know edge of the
truth yourself. You ought now to have an experinmental know edge of the
truth, and be qualified to bear the nessage of warning to the world.
Your services have been nearly lost to the cause of God because your
m nd has been divided, planing and schem ng, buying and selling,
serving tables. p. 148, Para. 1, [280T].

The m | dew of the world has cl ouded your perception and perverted your
intellect so that your feeble efforts have not been acceptable

of ferings to God. Had you divorced yourself from your specul ating
propensities, and worked in the opposite direction, you would now be



enriched with divine know edge, and a gainer in spiritual things
general ly, whereas you have been | osing spiritual power and dwarfing
your religious experience. p. 148, Para. 2, [280T].

To have fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ, is to be
ennobl ed and el evated, and nmde partaker of joys unspeakable and ful

of glory. Food, clothing, station, and wealth, may have their virtue,
but to have a connection with God and to be a partaker of his divine
nature, is of priceless value. Qur lives should be hid with Christ in
God; and although it "doth not yet appear what we shall be," "when
Christ who is our life shall appear, we shall be like him for we shal
see himas he is." The princely dignity of the Christian character wll
shine forth as the sun, and the beans of light fromthe face of Jesus
Christ will be reflected upon those who have purified thensel ves even
as he is pure. The privilege of beconm ng sons of God is cheaply
purchased even at the sacrifice of every thing, we possess, be it life
itself. p. 149, Para. 1, [280T].

My dear brother, you should set your face to be a man after God's own
heart, What others nmay venture to do or say, not strictly in accordance
with the Christian standard, should be no excuse for you. You must
stand before the Judge of all the earth, not to answer for another, but
for yourself. W have an individual responsibility, and no nman's
defects of character will be the |east excuse for our guilt. Christ has
given us in his character a perfect pattern, a faultless life. p. 149,
Para. 2, [280r1].

The npst persistent attacks of the eneny of souls are nmade upon the
truth we profess, and any deviation fromthe right reflects di shonor
upon it. Qur chief danger is in having the mnd diverted from Christ.
The nane of Jesus has power to drive back the tenptation of Satan, and
lift up for us a standard against him So long as the soul rests with
unshaken confidence in the virtue and power of the atonenment, it wll
stand firmas a rock to principle, and all the powers of Satan and his
angel s cannot swerve it fromits integrity. The truth as it is in Jesus
is awall of fire around the soul that clings to him Tenptations will
pour in upon us, for by themwe are to be tried during our probation
upon earth. It is the proving of God, a revelation of our own hearts.
There is no sin in having tenmptations; but sin comes in when tenptation
is yielded to. p. 150, Para. 1, [280T].

If your aptness and skill had been as nmuch exercised in saving souls,
and in disseminating the truth to those who are in darkness as it has
been to get gain and to increase your earthly possessions, you would
have many stars in the crown of your rejoicing in the kingdom of glory.
There are but few who are as faithful in the service of God as they are
in serving their own tenporal interest. A resolute purpose is sure to
acconplish the desired end. Many do not feel that it is essential to be
as discrimnating, apt, and acconplished, in the work of God as in
their own tenporal business. The m nd and heart of those who profess to
believe the truth should be el evated, refined, ennobled, and
spiritualized. The work of educating the nmnd for this great and
i mportant matter is fearfully neglected. The work of God is done
negligently, slothfully, and in a nbst bungling manner, because so
often left to the caprice of feeling rather than to sanctified
principle and holy purpose. p. 150, Para. 2, [280T].



There is the greatest necessity that nen and wonen who have a

know edge of the will of God, should |Iearn to become successful workers
in his cause. They should be persons of polish, of understanding, not
havi ng the deceptive outside gloss and sinpering affectation of the
worl dling, but that refinenent and true courteousness which savors of
Heaven, and which every Christian will have if he is a partaker of the
di vine nature. The lack of true dignity and Christian refinenent in the
ranks of Sabbat h-keepers is against us as a people, and nmakes the truth
whi ch we profess unsavory. The work of educating the m nd and nmanners
may be carried forward to perfection. If those who profess the truth do
not now i nprove their privileges and opportunities to grow up to the
full stature of nen and wonmen in Christ Jesus, they will be no honor to
the cause of truth, no honor to Jesus Christ. p. 151, Para. 1, [280rl].

If you, ny brother, had studied the Holy Scriptures as faithfully as
you have watched to get gain, you would now be an able man in the word
of God, and able also to teach others. It is your own fault that you
are not qualified to teach the truth to others. You have not been
cultivating that set of faculties which will nmake you an intelligent,
successful spiritual worker for your Master. Such traits of character
as acquisitiveness and shrewdness in worldly dealing have been
exerci sed so much that your mind has been |largely developed in the
direction of buying and selling, and getting the best end of the
bargain. Instead of establishing yourself in the confidence of your
brethren and sisters and friends as a man who possesses true nobility
of character, elevating you above all snmall ness and avarici ousness, you
make them afraid of you. Your religious faith has been used to secure
the confidence of your brethren that you night practice your sharp
deal ing, saving, etc. This has been done so nuch by you that it has
beconme second nature, and you do not realize how your course appears to
others. True godliness nust mark all your future life and course of
action if you would counteract the influence you have exerted to
scatter from Christ and the truth. p. 152, Para. 1, [280T].

Your relation to God and your fell owren demands a change in your life.
In the Sernon on the Mount the injunction of the world' s Redeener was:
"Al'l things whatsoever ye would that nmen should do to you, do ye even
so to them for this is the |aw and the prophets.” These words are of
t he highest value to us, a golden rule given us by which to nmeasure our
conduct. This is the true rule of honesty. Very nuch is conprehended in
these words. We are here required to deal with our neighbors as we
would wish themto deal with us were we in their circunstances. p.

153, Para. 1, [280T].

Epi stl e Nunmber Five. p. 154, Para. 1, [280T].

Bro. ----: | was shown that you really -- love the truth, but that you
are not sanctified through it. You have a great work before you to do.
"Every man that hath this hope in himpurifieth hinself even as He is
pure." You have this work to do, and you have no tine to lose. | was
shown that your |ife has been a stormy one. You have not been right
yoursel f; but you have been deeply wonged. Your notives have been
m sj udged. Your disappointnents and pecuniary | osses have, in the
provi dence of God, been overruled for your good. p. 154, Para. 2,

[ 280rT] .

It has been difficult for you to feel that -- your Heavenly Father was



still your kind benefactor. Your troubles and perplexities have had a
tendency to di scourage; and you have felt that death would be
preferable to life. But at a certain tine, could your eyes have been
opened, you would have seen angels of God seeking to save you from
yoursel f The angels of God | ed you where you could have the truth and
pl ant your feet upon a foundation that would be nore firmthan the
everlasting hills. Here you saw |ight and cherished it. New faith, new
life, sprung up in your pathway. God in his providence connected you
with his work in the Office of the Pacific Press. He has been at work
for you, and you nust see his guiding hand. Sorrow has been your
portion; but nuch of it you have brought upon yourself, because you
have not had self-control. You have been very severe at times. You have
a quick tenper. This nust be overcone. In your |ife, you have been in
danger either of indulging in self-confidence or else of throw ng
yoursel f away and becom ng despondent. A continual dependence upon the

word and providence of God will qualify you to exert your powers wholly
for your Redeener, who has called you, saying, Follow ne. You should
cultivate a spirit of entire subnission to the will of God, earnestly,

hunmbly seeking to know his ways and to follow the readi ngs of his
Spirit. You nmust not |ean to your own understandi ng. You shoul d have
deep distrust of your own wi sdom and supposed prudence. Your condition
demands these cautions. It is unsafe for man to confide in his own
judgment. He has limted capacities at best, and nany have received as
their birthright both strong and weak points of character which are
positive defects. These peculiarities color the entire life. p. 154,
Para. 3, [280r1].

The wi sdom which God gives will |ead nen to sel f-exam nation. The
truth will convict themof their errors and existing wongs. The heart
must be open to see, realize, and acknow edge these wongs, and then
t hrough the help of Jesus, each nust earnestly engage in the work of
overcom ng them The know edge gained by the wise of the world, however
diligent they may be in acquiring it, is, after all, Iimted and
conparatively inferior. But few conprehend the ways and works of God in
the nysteries of his providence. They advance a few steps, and then are
unabl e to touch bottomor shore. It is the superficial thinker who
deens himself wise. Men of solid worth, of high attainnents, are the
nost ready to admit the weakness of their own understandi ng. God wants
every one who clainms to be his disciple to be a |earner, to be nore
inclined to learn than to teach. p. 155, Para. 1, [280T].

How many nen in this age of the world fail to go deep enough. They
only skimthe surface. They will not think closely enough to see
difficulties and grapple with them and with thoughtful, prayerfu
study exami ne every inportant subject which comes before themwith
sufficient caution and interest to see the real point at issue. They
talk of matters which they have not fully and carefully weighed.
Frequently persons of mnd and candor have opinions of their own which
need to be firmy resisted or these persons are in danger of being
m sl ed. Through the nmental bias, habits are fornmed, and custons,
feelings, and wi shes have a greater or |ess influence. Sonetines a
course of conduct is pursued every day, and persisted in, because it is
habit and not because the judgnent approves. In these cases, feeling
rather than duty bears sway. p. 156, Para. 1, [280T].

If we could understand our own weakness, and see the sharp points in
our character which need repressing, we would see so nuch to do for



oursel ves that we would hunmbl e our hearts under the mighty hand of GCod.
Hangi ng our hel pl ess souls upon Christ, we should suppl enment our

i gnorance with his wi sdom our weakness with his strength, our frailty
with his enduring mght, and, connected with God, we would i ndeed be
lights in the world. p. 157, Para. 1, [280T].

Dear brother, God |oves you, and is very patient toward you,
notwi t hstandi ng your nmany errors and m stakes. In view of the tender
pitying | ove of God exercised in your behalf, should you not be nore
ki nd, forbearing, patient, and forgiving to your children? Your
har shness and severity is weaning their hearts fromyou. You cannot
give themlessons in regard to patience, forbearance, |ongsuffering,
and gentl eness, when you are overbearing and mani fest tenper in dealing
with them They have the stanp of character their parents have given
them and if you wish to counsel and direct them and turn themfrom
foll owi ng any wrong course, the object cannot be gai ned by harshness
and that which | ooks to themlike tyranny. Wen in the fear of God you
can advi se and counsel your children with all the solicitude and tender
| ove which a father should mani fest toward an erring child, then you
wi |l have denonstrated to themthat there is power in the truth to
transformthe receiver of truth. Wen your children do not act
according to your ideas, instead of manifesting sorrow for their
wrongs, and earnestly pleading with and praying for them you fly into
a passion and pursue a course that will do them no good, but will only
wean their affections fromyou, and will finally separate them from
you. p. 157, Para. 2, [280r1].

Your youngest son is perverse; he does not do right. Hs heart is in
rebel I i on against God and the truth. He is affected by influences which
only make him coarse, rough, and uncourteous. He is a trial to you, and
unl ess converted he will be a great tax upon your patience. But
har shness and overbearing severity will not reformhim You nust seek
to do what you can for himin the spirit of Christ, not in your own
spirit, not under the influence of passion. You nust control yourself
i n the managenent of your children. You nust renmenber that Justice has
atwin sister, Mercy. Wen you woul d exercise justice, show nercy, and

t ender ness, and love, and you will not labor in vain. p. 158, Para. 1
[ 280T] .
Your son has a perverse will, and he needs the nost judicious

di sci pline. Consider what have been your children's surroundi ng. and
how unfavorable to the formati on of good characters. They need pity and
| ove. The youngest is nowin the nmost critical period of his |ife. The
intellect is now taking shape. The affections are now receiving their

i npress. The whole future career of this young man is being determ ned
by the course he now pursues. He is entering upon the path which | eads

to virtue or to vice. | appeal to the young man to fill his mind with

i mages of truth and purity. It will be of no advantage to himto
indulge in sin. He may flatter hinself that it is very pleasant to sin,
and to have his own way; but it is a fearful way, after all. If he

| oves the society of those who |love sin and love to do evil, his
thoughts will run in a low -- channel, and he will see nothing

attractive in purity and holiness. But could he see the end of the
transgressor, that the wages of sin is death, he would be overcone with
alarm and would cry out, "O ny Father, be thou the guide of ny youth.”
p. 159, Para. 1, [280rl].



Hi s success in this life depends very -- much upon the course he now
pursues. The responsibilities of life nust be borne by him He has not
been a prom sing youth. He has been inpatient, and is wanting in self-
control. This is the seed his father is sowing, which will produce a
harvest for the sower to reap. Jesus still loves this young man. He
died for him and invites himto come to his arms, and find in him
peace and happi ness, quiet and rest. This youth is form ng associ ations
which will nold his whole life. He should connect with God, and wi thout
delay give to himhis unreserved affections He should not hesitate; for
Satan will make his fiercest assaults upon hinm but he nust not be
overcome by tenptation. "Watsoever a man soweth, that shall he al so
reap.” Wth what care should we cast in the seed, know ng that we nust
reap as we have sown. p. 160, Para. 1, [280T].

| have been shown the dangers of -- youth. Their hearts are full of
hi gh antici pations, and they see the downward road strewn with tenpting
pl easures which |look very inviting; but death is there. The narrow path
to life my appear to themto be destitute of attractions, a path of
thorns and briars, but it is not. It is the path which requires a
deni al of sinful pleasures; it is a narrow path cast up for the
ransoned of the Lord to walk in. None can walk this path and carry with
them their burdens of pride, self-will, deceit, falsehood, dishonesty,
passion, and the carnal lusts. The path is so narrow that these wl|
have to be |l eft behind by those who walk in it. The broad road is wi de
enough for sinners to travel it with all their sinful propensities. p
160, Para. 2, [280T].

Young man, if you reject Satan with all his tenptations, you may wal k
in the footsteps of your Redeener, and have the peace of Heaven, the
joys of Christ. You cannot be happy in the indul gence of sin. You may
flatter yourself that you are happy, but real happiness you cannot
know. The character is becom ng deforned by the indul gence of sin.
Danger is encountered at every downward step, and those who could help
the youth do not see or realize it. The kind and tender interest which
shoul d be taken in the young is not manifested. Many m ght -- be kept
fromsinful influences if they were surrounded with good associ ati ons,
and had words of kindness and | ove spoken to them p. 161, Para. 1
[ 280rT] .

My dear Bro. ----, | hope you will -- not becone discouraged because
your feelings so often master you when your way or will is crossed.
Never despond. Flee to the stronghold. Watch and pray, and try again.
"Resist the devil, and he will flee fromyou. Draw nigh to God, and he
will draw nigh to you." p. 162, Para. 1, [280T].

Upon anot her point be guarded. You -- are not at all tines as cautious
as you should be to abstain fromthe very appearance of evil. You are

i n danger of being too familiar with the sisters, of talking with them
inalight and foolish way. This will injure your influence. Guard

carefully all these points; watch against the first approach of the
tempter. p. 162, Para. 2, [280T].

You are highly nervous and excitable. Tea has an influence to excite
the nerves, coffee benunmbs the brain; both are highly injurious. You
shoul d be careful of your diet. Eat the npst whol esome, nourishing
food, and keep yourself in a calmstate of mind, where you will not
beconme so excited and fly into a passion. p. 162, Para. 3, [280Tr].



You can be of great service in the -- Ofice, for you can fill a place
of inmportance, if you will beconme transformed; but as you now are, you
will certainly fail of doing what you m ght do. p. 162, Para. 4,

[ 280T] .

| have been shown that you are rough -- and coarse in your feelings.
These need to be softened, refined, elevated. In all your course of
action, you should discipline yourself to habits of self-control. Wth
the spirit you now possess, you can never enter Heaven. p. 163, Para.
1, [280T].

"Bel oved, now are we the sons of God." Can any human dignity equa
thi s? What hi gher position can we occupy than to be called the sons of
the infinite God? You would be ready to do sone great thing for the
Master, but the very things which would please himnopst, you do not do.
W Il you not be faithful in overcom ng self, that you nay have the
peace of Christ and an indwelling Saviour? p. 163, Para. 2, [280T].

Your afflicted son needs to be dealt with -- calmy and tenderly; he
needs your conpassion. He should not be exposed to your insane tenper
and unreasonabl e demands. You nust reformin respect to the spirit you
mani f est. Ungovernabl e passion will not be subdued in a nonent; but
your lifework is before you to rid the garden of the heart of the
poi sonous weeds of inpatience, fault-finding, and an overbearing
di sposition. The fruit of the Spirit is |love, joy, peace, |ong-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, nmeekness, tenperance. They that
are Christ's have crucified the flesh, with its affections and |usts.
But the brutish part of your nature takes the lines of control, and
gui des the spiritual. This is God's order reversed. p. 163, Para. 3,

[ 280T].

Your faithfulness in labor is praiseworthy. Qthers in the Ofice would
do well to imtate your exanple of fidelity, diligence, and

t hor oughness. But you | ack the graces of the Spirit of God. You are an
intelligent man, but your powers have been abused. Jesus Chri st
presents to you his grace, patience, and love. WII you accept the
gift? Be careful of your words and actions. You are sow ng seed in your
daily life. Every thought, every word uttered, and every action
performed, is seed cast into the soil, which will spring up and bear
fruit to life eternal, or to msery and corruption. Think, my brother
how t he angels of God | ook upon your sad state when you | et passion
control you. And then it is witten in the books of Heaven. As is the
seed sown, so will be the harvest. You nust reap that which you have
sown. p. 164, Para. 1, [280T].

You shoul d control the appetite, and in the name of Jesus be a
conqueror on this point. Your health nmay inprove with correct habits.
Your nervous systemis greatly shattered. The Great Physician can hea
your body as well as your soul. Make his power your dependence, his

grace your -- strength, and your physical, noral, and spiritual powers
will be greatly inproved. You have nore to overcone than sonme others,
and therefore will have nore severe conflicts; but Jesus will regard

your earnest efforts; he knows just how hard you have to work to keep
sel f under the control of his Spirit. Place yourself in the hands of
Jesus. Self-culture should be your business, with the object before you
of being a blessing to your children, and to all w th whom you



associ ate. Heaven will ook with pleasure upon every victory you gain
in the work of overcoming. If you put away anger and passion, and | ook
unto Jesus who is the author and finisher of your faith, you may
through his nerits, develop a Christian character. Make a deci ded
change at once, and be determined that you will act the part worthy of
the intellect with which God has endowed you. p. 164, Para. 2, [280rl].

When | was shown the present condition -- of man in physical, nental
and noral power, and what he m ght becone through the nerits of Jesus
Christ, | was astonished that he should preserve such a low |l evel. Man

may grow up into Christ his living head. It is not the work of a
nonent, but that of a lifetime. By growing daily in the divine life, he
will not attain to the full stature of a perfect man in Christ unti

hi s probation ceases. The growing is a continuous work. Men with fiery
passi ons have a constant conflict with self; but the harder the battle,
the nore glorious will be the victory gained and the eternal reward.

p. 165, Para. 1, [280r1].

You are connected with the Office of -- publication. In this position
your peculiar traits of character will be devel oped. The little
courtesies of life should be cherished. A pleasant and am abl e tenper,
bl ended with a firmprinciple of justice and honesty, will make you a

man of influence. Nowis the tine to obtain a noral fitness for Heaven.
The church to which you bel ong nust have the refining, elevating grace
of Jesus Christ. God requires his followers to be nen of good report,
as well as to be pure, elevated, and honest; kind, as well as faithful
It is essential to be right in the weightier matters; but this is no
excuse for negligence in things apparently of |ess inportance. The
principles of the | aw of God nust be developed in the life and
character. An ami able tenper, conbined with firmintegrity and

faithful ness, will constitute a noral fitness for any position. The
apostl e Paul exhorts, "Be courteous." p. 166, Para. 1, [280T].
We nust be learners in the school of -- Christ. W cannot inmitate his

exanpl e unless we are pleasing in disposition, and condescending in
deportnment. True Christian politeness should be cultivated. No one el se
can | essen our influence as we can ourselves through the indul gence of
uncontrol l able tenper. A naturally petulant nman does not know true
happi ness, and is seldomcontent. He is ever hoping to get into a nore
favorabl e position, or to so change his surroundings that he will have
peace and rest of mnd. His |ife seens to be burdened with heavy
crosses and trials, when, had he controlled his tenper and bridled his
tongue, many of these annoyances m ght have been avoided. It is the
soft answer which turneth away wath. Revenge has never conquered a
foe. A well-regulated tenper exerts a good influence on all around; but
"he that hath no rule over his own spirit is |ike a city that is broken
down, and without walls.” p. 166, Para. 2, [280T].

Consider the Iife of Mdses. Meekness -- in the mdst of nmurnuring,
reproach, and provocation, constituted the brightest trait in his
character. Daniel was of a hunble spirit. Al though he was surrounded
with distrust and suspicion, and his enemes, laid a snare for his
life, yet his course never deviated from principle. He maintained a

serene and cheerful trust in God. Above all, let the life of Christ
teach you. \Wen reviled, he reviled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not. This |lesson you must |earn, or you will never enter

Heaven. Christ nust be made your strength. In his name you will be nore



t han conqueror. No enchantment agai nst Jacob, nor divination against
Israel, will prevail. If your soul is riveted to the eternal Rock, you
are safe. Cone joy or cone sorrow, nothing can sway you fromthe right.
p. 167, Para. 1, [280r1].

You have been afloat in the world; but -- the eternal truth will prove
an anchor to you. You need to guard your faith. Do not nove from

i mpul se, nor entertain vague theories. Experinmental faith in Christ and
submi ssion to the | aw of God are of the highest consequence to you. Be
willing to take advice and counsel of those who have experience. Mke
no delay in the work of overcom ng. Be true to yourself, to your
children, and to God. Your afflicted son needs to be tenderly dealt
with. As a father, you should remenber that the nerves that can thril
with pleasure can also thrill with keenest pain. The Lord identifies
his interest with suffering humanity. p. 168, Para. 1, [280T].

Many parents forget their accountability -- to God to so educate their
children for useful ness and duty that they will be a blessing to
t hemsel ves and to others. Children are often indulged fromtheir
babyhood; and wong habits become fixed. The parents have been bendi ng
the sapling. By their course of training the character either devel ops
into symmetry and beauty or into deformty. But while many err upon the
si de of indul gence, others go to the opposite extrene and rule their
children with a rod of iron. Neither of these follow out the Bible
directions. Both are doing a fearful work. They are nolding the m nds
of their children, and nmust render an account in the day of God for the
manner in which they have done this. Eternity will reveal the results
of the work done in this life. "As the twig is bent, the tree
inclines." p. 168, Para. 2, [280Tr].

Your manner of governnent is wong, decidedly wong. You are not a
tender, pitiful father. What an exanple do you give your children in
your insane outbursts of passion! What an account will you have to
render to God for your perverse discipline. If you would have the |ove
and respect of your children, you nmust mani fest affection for them The
i ndul gence of passion is never excusable; it is always blind and
perverse. p. 169, Para. 1, [280T].

God calls upon you to change your -- course of action. You can be a
useful and efficient man in the Ofice if you will nmake determ ned
efforts to overcome. Do not set up your views as a criterion. The Lord
connected you with his people that you m ght be a learner in the schoo
of Christ. Your ideas have been perverted. You nust not now lean to
your own understandi ng. You cannot be saved unl ess your spirit is
changed. Notwithstanding the fact that Mbses was t he neekest man that
lived upon the earth, on one occasion he drew the displeasure of God
upon hinsel f. He was harassed greatly by the murmuring of the children
of Israel for water. The undeserved reproaches of the people which fel
upon himled himfor a nonent to forget that this was not against him
but agai nst God; and instead of being grieved because the Spirit of God
was insulted, he becane irritated, offended, and in a self-wlled,

i mpati ent manner struck the rock tw ce, saying, "Hear now, ye rebels:
must we fetch you water out of this rock? "Mses and Aaron put

t hensel ves forward in God's place, as though the nmiracle had been
wrought by them They did not exalt CGod, but thenmselves, before the
people. Many will ultimately fail of eternal life because they indul ge
in a simlar course. p. 169, Para. 2, [280T].



Moses reveal ed great weakness before the people. He showed a narked

| ack of self-control, a spirit simlar to that possessed by the
murmurers. He shoul d have been an exanple of forbearance and patience
before that nmultitude who were ready to excuse their failures, and
di saffections, and unreasonable nurmurings, on account of this
exhibition of wong on his part. The greatest sin consisted in assum ng
to take the place of God. The position of honor Mdses had heretofore
occupied did not |l essen his guilt, but greatly magnified it. Here was a
man hitherto bl anel ess, now fallen. Many in a sinilar position would
reason that their sin would be overl ooked because of their long life of
unwavering fidelity. But no; it was a nore serious matter for a man who
had been honored of God to show weakness of character in the exhibition
of passion than if he had occupied a | ess responsi ble position. Mses
was a representative of Christ, but how sadly was the figure marred!
Moses had sinned, and his past fidelity could not atone for the present
sin. The whol e conpany of Israel was nmaking history for future
generations. This history the unerring pen of inspiration nust trace
with exact fidelity. Men of all future tinme nust see the God of Heaven
as a firmruler, in no case justifying sin. Mdses and Aaron nust die
wi t hout entering Canaan, subjected to the sanme punishnent that fel

upon those in a nore lowy position. They bowed in submn ssion, though
wi th angui sh of heart that was inexpressible; but their |ove and
confidence in God was unshaken. Their exanple is a | esson that nmany
pass over without learning fromit as they should. Sin does not appear
sinful. Self-exaltation does not appear to themgrievous. p. 170,

Para. 1, [280r1].

But few realize the sinfulness of sin; they, flatter thenmsel ves that
God is too good to punish the offender. The cases of Mses and Aaron
of David, and nunerous others, show that it is not a safe thing to sin
in word, or thought, or deed. God is a being of infinite |ove and
conpassion. In the parting address which Moses gave to the children of
Israel, he said, "For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a
jealous God." The touching plea nade by Moses that he mi ght be
privileged to enter Canaan was steadfastly refused. The transgression
at Kadesh had been open and nmarked; and the nore exalted the position
of the offender, the nmore distinguished the man, the firmer was the
decree, and the nore certain the punishment. p. 172, Para. 1, [280T].

Dear Bro. ----, be warned. Be true to the |ight which shines upon your
pat hway. Said Paul, "I keep under ny body, and bring it into
subj ection; |est that by any neans, when | have preached to others, |
nmysel f should be a castaway." p. 172, Para. 2, [280T].

Epi stl e Nunber Six. p. 172, Para. 3, [280T].

Three years since the Lord gave me a view of things past, present, and
future. | saw young nen preaching the truth, sone of whom at that

time, had not yet received it thenselves. They have since taken hold of
the truth, and are trying to lead others to it. p. 172, Para. 4,

[ 280T] .

I was shown your case, Bro. ----. Your past |ife has not been of that
character to | ead you away from and above yourself. You are naturally
sel fish, and self-sufficient, having all confidence in your own
strength. This will prevent you from acquiring the experience necessary



to make you a hunble, efficient mnister of Jesus Christ. p. 173,
Para. 1, [280r1].

There are many in the field who are in -- a simlar condition. They
can present the theory of the truth, but are wanting in true godliness.
If the ministers now | aboring in the gospel field, yourself included,
felt the necessity of daily exam nation of self, and daily comuni on
with God, they would then be in a condition to receive the words from
God to be given to the people. Your words and daily life will be a
savor of life unto life, or of death unto death. p. 173, Para. 2,

[ 280rT] .

You may intelligently believe the truth, but the work is still before
you to bring every action of your life, and every enotion of your heart
into harmony with your faith. The prayer of Christ for his disciples
just prior to his crucifixion was, "Sanctify themthrough thy truth;
thy word is truth." The influence of the truth should affect not nerely
t he understandi ng, but the heart and |ife. Genuine, practical religion
will lead its possessor to control his affections. H s external conduct
shoul d be sanctified through the truth. | assure you before God that
you are seriously deficient in practical piety. Mnisters should not
assune the responsibility of teachers of the people, in imtation of
Christ, the great Exenplar, unless they are sanctified to the great
wor k, that they may be ensanples to the flock of God. An unsanctified
m ni ster can do incalculable harm Wile professing to be the
anbassador of Christ, his exanple will be copied by others; and if he
| acks the true characteristics of a Christian, his faults and
deficiencies will be reproduced in them p. 173, Para. 3, [280T].

Men nmay be able to repeat with fluency -- the great truths. brought
out with such thoroughness and perfection in our publications; they may
talk fervently and intelligently of the decline of religion in the
churches; they may present the gospel standard before the people in a
very able manner, while the every-day duties of the Christian life,
which require action as well as feeling, are disregarded by them as
not anmong the weightier matters. This is your danger. Practica
religion asserts its clainms alike over the heart, the mnd, and the
daily life. Qur sacred faith does not consist nerely in feeling, nor in
action; but the two nust be conbined in the Christian |ife. Practica
religion does not exist independent of the operation of the Holy
Spirit. You need this agency, ny brother, and so do all who enter upon
the work of |aboring to convince transgressors of their |lost condition.
This agency of the Spirit of God does not renmobve fromus the necessity
of exercising our faculties and talents, but teaches us how to use
every power to the glory of God. The human faculties, when under the
special direction of the grace of God, are capable of being used to the
best purpose on earth, and will be exercised in the future imorta
life. p. 174, Para. 1, [280T].

Brother ----, | have been shown that -- you could nake a very
successful teacher if you would becone thoroughly sanctified to the
wor k; but that you would be a very poor |aborer if not thus
consecrated. You will not accept the servant capacity, the work part of
the gospel preacher's duty, as did the world' s Redeener; and in this
particular there are many as deficient as yourself. They accept their
wages, with scarcely a thought as to whether they have served
t hemsel ves or the cause nost; whether they have given their tine and



talents entirely to the work of God, or whether they have only spoken
in the desk, and devoted the bal ance of their time to their own
interests, inclination, or pleasure. p. 175, Para. 1, [280rl].

Christ, the Majesty of Heaven, laid -- aside his robes of royalty, and
cane to this world, all seared ad marred by the curse, to teach nen how
tolive alife of self-denial and self-sacrifice, and how to carry out
practical religion in their daily lives. He cane to give a correct
exanpl e of a gospel mnister. He | abored constantly for one object; al
his powers, and every act of his life was for the salvation of nen. He
travel ed on foot, teaching his followers as he went. H s garnents were
dusty and travel -stained, and his appearance was uninviting. But the
sinple, pointed truths which fell fromhis divine |ips soon caused his
hearers to forget his appearance, and to be charnmed, not with the man
but with the doctrine he taught. After teaching throughout the entire
day, he frequently devoted the night to prayer. He nade his
supplications to his Father with strong crying and tears. He prayed,
not for hinself, but for those whom he cane to redeem p. 176, Para.

1, [280T].

Few m nisters pray all night as did our -- Saviour, or devote hours in
the day to prayer that they may be able mnisters of the gospel, and
effectual in bringing nen to see the beauties of the truth, and to be
saved through the nerits of Christ. Daniel prayed three tines a day;
but many, who nmeke the nobst exalted profession do not hunble their
soul s before God in prayer even once a day. Jesus, the dear Saviour
has gi ven marked | essons in humlity to all, but especially to the
gospel minister. In his hunmiliation, when his work upon earth was
nearly finished, and he was about to return to his Father's throne,
whence he had cone, with all power in his hands, and all glory upon his
head, anong his |ast | essons to his disciples was one upon the
i mportance of humility. While his disciples were contending as to who
shoul d be the greatest in the prom sed ki ngdom he girded hinself as a
servant, and washed the feet of those who called himLord and Master
p. 176, Para. 2, [280rT].

His ministry was nearly conpleted; he -- had only a few nore | essons
to inpart. And that they night never forget the humility of the pure
and spotless Lanb of God, the great and efficacious Sacrifice for man
hunbl ed hinself to wash the feet of his disciples. It will do you good,
and our mnisters generally, to frequently review the closing scenes in
the life of our Redeener. Here, beset with tenptations, we may al
| earn | essons of the utnobst inportance to us. It would be well to spend
a thoughtful hour each day reviewing the life of Christ fromthe manger
to Calvary. Wt should take it point by point, and |let the inmagination
vividly grasp each scene, especially the closing ones of his earthly
life. By thus contenplating his teachings and sufferings, and the
infinite sacrifice nade by himfor the redenption of the race, we my
strengthen our faith, quicken our |ove, and becone nore deeply inbued
with the spirit which sustained our Saviour. If we would be saved at
last, we nust all learn the | esson of penitence and faith at the foot
of the cross. The humliation of Christ was to save us from everlasting
di sgrace. He consented to have scorn, nockery, and abuse fall upon him
in order to shield us. It was our transgression that gathered the vai
of darkness about his divine soul, and extorted the cry from himas of
one snmitten and forsaken of God. He bore our sorrows; he was put to
grief for our sins. He nmade hinself an offering for sin, that we night



be justified before God through him Everything noble and generous in
man will respond to the contenplation of Christ upon the cross. p
177, Para. 1, [280r].

| long to see our mnisters dwell nmore -- on the cross of Christ,
their own hearts, neanwhile, softened and subdued by the Saviour's
mat chl ess | ove, which pronpted to that infinite sacrifice. If, in
connection with the theory of the truth, our mnisters would dwell nore
upon practical godliness, speaking froma heart inbued with the spirit
of truth, we would see many nore souls flocking to the standard of
truth; their hearts would be touched by the pleadings of the cross of
Christ, the infinite generosity and pity of Jesus in suffering for man.
These vital subjects, in connection with the doctrinal points of our
faith, would effect nuch good anbng the people. But the heart of the
teacher nust be filled with the experinmental know edge of the | ove of
Christ. p. 178, Para. 1, [280r1].

The m ghty argunments of the cross will -- convict of sin. The divine

| ove of God, expressed for sinners in the gift of his Son to suffer
shame and death, that they m ght be ennobled and endowed with
everlasting life, is the study for a lifetinme. | ask you to study anew
the cross of Christ. If all the proud and vai ngl ori ous, whose hearts
are panting for the applause of nen, and for distinction above their
fellows, could rightly estimte the value of the highest earthly glory,
in contrast with the value of the Son of God, rejected, despised, spit
upon by the very ones whom he cane to redeem how insignificant would
appear all the honor that finite man can bestow. p. 179, Para. 1,

[ 280rT] .

Dear brother, you feel, in your inperfect -- acconplishnents, that you
are qualified for alnpbst any position. But you have not yet been found
sufficient to control yourself. You feel conpetent to dictate to nmen of
experience, when you should be willing to be |led, and to place yourself
in the position of a |earner. The | ess you neditate upon Christ and his
mat chl ess | ove, and the less you are assimlated to his inmge, the
better will you appear in your own eyes, and the nore self-confidence
and sel f-conplacency will you possess. A correct know edge of Christ, a
constant | ooking unto the Author and Finisher of our faith will give
you such a view of the character of a true Christian that you cannot
fail to make a right estimate of your own |ife and character in
contrast with those of the great Exenplar. You will then see your own
weakness, your ignorance, your |ove of ease, and unwillingness to deny
self. p. 179, Para. 2, [280T].

You have but just begun the study of God's holy word. You have picked
up sone gens of truth, which, with nuch toil and nmany prayers, have
been dug up by others; but the Bible is full of them make that book
your earnest study, and the rule of your life. Your danger will ever be
i n despi sing counsel and in placing a higher value on yourself than God
pl aces upon you. There are many who are always ready to flatter and
praise a mnister who can talk. A young minister is ever in danger of
bei ng petted and applauded to his own injury, while at the sane tinme he
may be deficient in the essentials which God requires of every one who
prof esses to be nmouth-piece for him p. 180, Para. 1, [280T].

You have nerely, entered the school of Christ. The fitting up for your
work is a life business, a daily, |aborious, hand-to-hand struggle with



established habits, inclinations, and hereditary tendencies. It
requires a constant, earnest, and vigilant effort to watch and contro
self, to keep Jesus promi nent, and self out of sight. p. 181, Para. 1
[ 280T].

It is necessary for you to watch for the weak points in your
character, to restrain wong tendencies, and to strengthen and devel op
nobl e faculties that have not been properly exercised. The world will
never know the work secretly going on between the soul and God, nor the
inward bitterness of spirit, the self-loathing, and the constant

efforts to control self; but many of the world will be able to
appreciate the result of those efforts. They will see Christ reveal ed
in your daily life. You will be a living epistle, known and read of al
men, and will possess a symetrical character, nobly devel oped. p.

181, Para. 2, [280T].

"Learn of me," said Christ, "for | amnmeek and lowy of heart, and ye

shall find rest to your souls.” He will instruct those who conme to him
for know edge. There are nmultitudes of false teachers in -- the world.
The apostle declares that in the |ast days nen will "heap to thensel ves

teachers having itching ears,” because they desire to hear snooth

t hi ngs. Agai nst these Christ has warned us: "Beware of false prophets
which cone to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wol ves; by their fruits ye shall know them" The class of religious
teachers here described profess to be Christians. They have the form of
godl i ness, and appear to be | aboring for the good of souls, while they
are at heart avaricious, selfish, ease-loving, follow ng the pronptings
of their own unconsecrated hearts. They are in conflict with Christ and
his teachings, and are destitute of his neek and lowy spirit. p. 181,
Para. 3, [280r].

The preacher who bears the sacred truth -- for these |ast days nust be
the opposite of all this, and, by his life of practical godliness,
plainly mark the distinction existing between the false and the true
shepherds. The Good Shepherd cane to seek and to save that which was
| ost. He has manifested in his works his love for his sheep. Al the
shepherds who work under the Chief Shepherd will possess his
characteristics; they will be neek and lowy of heart. Childlike faith
brings rest to the soul, and also works by love, and is ever interested
for others. If the spirit of Christ dwells in them they will be
Christlike, and do the works of Christ. Many who profess to be the
m ni sters of Christ have m staken their naster. They claimto be
serving Jesus Christ, but are not aware that it is Satan's banner they
are rallying under. They may be worldly w se, and eager for strife and
vai ngl ory, making a show of doing a great work; but God has no use for
them The notives which pronpt to action give character to the work
Al t hough men may not discern the deficiency, God marks it. p. 182,
Para. 1, [280rl].

The letter of the truth may convince sone souls who will take firm
hold of the faith and be saved at |ast; but the selfish preacher who
presented the truth to themw ||l have no credit with God for their
conversion. He will be judged for this unfaithful ness while professing
to be a watchman on the walls of Zion. Pride of heart is a fearfu
trait of character. "Pride goeth before destruction.” This is true in
fam lies, in the church, and in nations. The Saviour of the world is
choosi ng plain, uneducated nen, as he did when upon earth, and teaching



themto carry his truth, beautiful inits sinmplicity, to the world, and
especially to the poor. The Chief Shepherd will connect the under-
shepherds with hinsel f. He does not design that these unlearned nmen
shoul d remain ignorant while pursuing their |abor, but that they shal
recei ve knowl edge from hinsel f, the source of all know edge, |ight, and
power. p. 183, Para. 1, [280T].

It is the absence of the Holy Spirit and -- the grace of God that
makes the gospel nministry so powerless to convict and convert. After
t he ascension of Jesus, doctors, |awers, priests, rulers, scribes, and
t heol ogi ans listened with astonishnment to the words of w sdom and power
from unl earned and hunbl e nen. These wi se nmen marvel ed at the success
of the lowmy disciples, and finally accounted for it to their own
satisfaction, fromthe fact that they had been with Jesus and | earned
of him Their character and the sinplicity of their teachings were
simlar to the character and teachings of Christ. The apostle describes
it in these words: "God hath chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are nmighty; and base things of the world, and
t hi ngs which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are
not, to bring to naught things that are; that no flesh should glory in
his presence.” p. 184, Para. 1, [280T].

Those who teach unpopular truth today -- nust have the power from on
high to connect with their doctrine, or their efforts will be of but
little account. The precious grace of humility is sadly wanting in the
m nistry and church. Men who preach the truth think too highly of their

own abilities. True humlity will lead a man to exalt Christ and the
truth, and to realize his utter dependence upon the God of truth. It is
pai nful to learn | essons of humlity, yet nothing will be nore

beneficial in the end. The pain attendant upon |earning | essons of
humlity is in consequence of our being elated by a fal se estimte of
ourselves, so that we are unable to see our great need. Vanity and
pride fill the hearts of nmen. God's grace alone can work a reformation.
p. 184, Para. 2, [280r1].

It is your work, ny brother, to hunble yourself, and not wait for God
to humbl e you. God's hand at tines bears heavily upon nen to hunble
them and bring theminto a proper position before him But how much
better it is to keep the heart daily hunbl ed before God. W can abase
oursel ves, or we can build ourselves up in pride, and wait till God
abases us. Mnisters of the gospel suffer little for the truth's sake
to-day. If they were persecuted as were the apostles of Christ, and as
were holy nen of God in later tinmes, there would be a closer pressing
to the side of Christ, and this closer connection with the Savi our
woul d nake their words a power in the land. Christ was a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief. He endured the persecutions and
contradiction of sinners; he was poor, and suffered hunger and fatigue;
he was tenpted by the devil, and his works and teachings called forth
the bitterest hatred. O what do we deny ourselves for Christ's sake?
Where is our devotion to the truth? We shun the things which do not
pl ease us, and avoid care and responsibilities. Can we expect the power
of God to work with our efforts when we are so little consecrated to
the work? p. 185, Para. 1, [280T].

My brother, | was shown that your standard of piety is not high. You
need to have a deeper sense of your responsibility to God and to
soci ety. Then you will not feel satisfied with yourself, nor will you



try to excuse yourself by pointing to the deficiencies of others. You
have not so thorough a know edge of the truth that you should rel ax
your efforts to qualify yourself to instruct others. You need to have a
new conversion in order to become an able, devoted mnister of the
gospel, a man of piety and holiness. If you should devote all your
energies to the cause of God, you would give none too nuch. It is a

| ame offering at best that any of us can nmake. |f you are continually
reaching out after God and seeking a deeper consecration to him you

wi |l be gathering new i deas from searching the Scriptures for yourself.
p. 186, Para. 1, [280r].

In order to comprehend the truth, you should discipline and train the
m nd, seeking continually to possess the graces of genuine piety. You
scarcely know what this is now |If Christ is in you, you will have
sonmething nore than a theory of the truth. You will not only be
repeating the |l essons Christ gave when upon the earth, but you will be
educating others by your life of self-denial and devotion to the cause
of God. Your life will be a living sernon, possessing greater power
than any di scourse given in the desk. p. 187, Para. 1, [280Tr].

You need to cultivate in yourself that unselfish spirit, that self-
denyi ng grace and pure devotion, which you wish to see others carry out
intheir lives. In order to continually increase in spiritua
intelligence, and to beconme nore and nore efficient, you need to
cultivate habits of usefulness in the mnor duties lying in your
pat hway. You nust not wait for opportunities to do a great work, but
seize the first chance to prove yourself faithful in that which is
| east, and you may thus work your way up from one position of trust to

another. You will be apt to think you are not deficient in know edge,
and will be inclined to neglect secret prayer, watchful ness, and a
careful study of the Scriptures, and will in consequence be overcone by

the enemy. Your ways may appear perfect in your own eyes, while in
reality you may be very defective. You have no tinme to parley with the
adversary of souls. Nowis the time to take your stand and di sappoi nt
the enenmy. p. 187, Para. 2, [280r1].

You need to closely and jealously criticise yourself. You will be
inclined to set up your opinion as a standard, irrespective of the

opi nions and judgnent of nen of experience whom God has used to advance
his cause. Young nmen in the mnistry now know but little of hardshi ps;
and many will fail of becom ng as useful as they mght, for the very
reason that things are made too easy for them p. 188, Para. 1,

[ 280T] .

You have responsibilities in your famly which you think you
understand; but you know little about them as you ought to know. You
have many things to unlearn which you have prided yourself in know ng.

I was shown that you had gathered up ideas that you take for verity and
truth, which are directly opposed to the Bible. Paul had these things
to meet and to contend with in young mnisters of his day. You have
been too ready to accept as light the sayings and positions of nen. Be
careful how you advance your ideas as Bible truth. Be careful of your
steps. | had hoped that such a reformation had taken place in your life
that | should never be called upon to wite these words. p. 188, Para.
2, [280r1].

You have a duty to do at hone which you cannot shun and yet be true to



God and to your God-given trust. That which |I now refer to has not been
shown ne definitely in your case, but in hundreds of similar cases;
therefore when | see you falling into the same error of many parents in
this age of the world, | cannot excuse your neglect of duty. You have
one child, one soul committed to your trust. But when you show such
mani f est weakness and | ack of wisdomin training this one child,
foll owi ng your ideas rather than the Bible rule, how can you be
intrusted to teach and nanage matters where the eternal interests of
man are involved. p. 189, Para. 1, [280r].

| address nyself to both you and your wife. My position in the cause
and work of God demands of me an expression in matters of discipline.
Your exanple in your own donestic affairs will do a great injury to the
cause of God. The gospel field is the world. You wish to sowthe field
with gospel truth, waiting for God to water the seed sown that it may
bring forth fruit. You have intrusted to you a little plot of ground;
but your own dooryard is left to grow up with branbles and thorns while
you are engaged in weeding others' gardens. This is not a small work,
but one of great nonent. You are preaching the gospel to others,--
practice it yourself at hone. You are indul ging the whinms and passions
of a perverse child, and by so doing cultivating traits of character
whi ch God hates, and which nake the child unhappy. Satan takes
advant age of your neglect, and he controls the mind. You have a work to
do to show that you understand the duties devolving upon a Christian
father in nolding the character of your child after the divine Pattern.
Had you commenced this work in her infancy, it would be easy now, and
the child would be far happier. But under your discipline the will and
perversity of the child have all the while been strengthening. Now it
will require greater severity, and nore constant, persevering effort,
to undo what you have been doing. If you cannot manage one little child
that it is your special duty to control, you will be deficient in
wi sdom in managing the spiritual interests of the church of Christ. p.
189, Para. 2, [280T].

There are errors lying at the very foundation of your experience that
nmust be rooted out, and you nust becone a |earner in the school of
Christ. Open your eyes to discern where the difficulty lies, and then
make haste to repent of these things and begin to work froma correct
stand- poi nt. Labor not in self, but in God. Put away pride, self-
exaltation, and vanity, and learn of Christ the sweet |essons of the --
cross. You nust give yourself unreservedly to the work. Be a living
sacrifice upon the altar of God. p. 190, Para. 1, [280T].

If the child of a minister manifests -- passion, and is indulged in
nearly all its wants, it has an influence to counteract the testinonies
God has given nme for parents in regard to the proper nanagenent of
their children. You are going directly contrary to the |ight God has
been pl eased to give, choosing a picked-up theory of your own. But this
experiment, so directly in opposition to the instructions of the word
of God, nust not be carried out to the injury of the very ones whom God
woul d have us instruct in reference to the training of their children.
p. 191, Para. 1, [280r1].

Your interest should not be swallowed -- up in your own famly to the
exclusion of others. If you share the hospitalities of your brethren
they nmay reasonably expect something in return. Identify your interest
with parents and children, seeking to instruct and to bless. Sanctify



yourself to the work of God, and be a blessing to those who entertain
you, conversing with parents, and in no case overl ooking the children
Do not feel that your own little one is nore precious in the sight of
God than other children. You are liable to neglect others while petting
and indulging your little one; and this very child gives evidence of
your deficient managenent. She is guilty of acts of disobedi ence and
passion as many tines in a day as her will is crossed. Wat an
influence is this to bring to bear upon fanilies whom God is seeking to
instruct and to reformfromlax ideas in regard to discipline. p. 191
Para. 2, [280r1].

In your blind and foolish fondness, you have both surrendered to your
child. You let her hold the reins in her tiny fists, and she ruled you
both before she was able to wal k. What can be expected of the future in
view of the past? Let not the exanple of this indulged and petted child
gi ve | essons agai nst you which the Judgment will show have resulted in
the | oss of scores of children. If nen and wonen accept you as a
teacher from God, will they not be inclined to follow your pernicious
exanpl e in the indul gence of their children? WIIl not the sin of Eli be
yours? and will not the retribution that fell on himfall on you? Your
child will never see the kingdom of God with her present habits and
di sposition. And you, her parents, will be the ones who have cl osed the
gates of Heaven before her. How, then, will it stand in regard to your
own sal vation? Remenber, you will reap what you sow. p. 192, Para. 1,

[ 280T] .



