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Abr aham was an ol d man when he received the startling command from God
to offer up his son Isaac for a burnt offering. Abraham was consi dered
on old nman even in his generation. The ardor of his youth had faded
away. It was no |onger easy for himto endure hardshi ps and brave
dangers. In the vigor of youth man may breast the stormwi th a proud
consci ousness of strength, and rise above di scouragenents that would
cause his heart to fail later in life when his steps are faltering
towards the grave. p. 3, Para. 3, [270T].

But God in his providence reserved his last nost trying test for
Abraham until the burden of years was heavy upon himand he |onged for
rest fromanxiety and toil. The Lord spoke unto him saying, "Take now
thy son, thine only son Isaac, whomthou | ovest, and offer himfor a
burnt-offering." The heart of the old man stood still with horror. The
| oss of such a son by disease woul d have been npbst heart-rendering to
the fond father, it would have bowed his whitened head with sorrow, but
now he is commanded to shed the precious blood of that son with his own
hand. It seenmed to hima fearful inpossibility. p. 3, Para. 4, [270T1].

Yet God had spoken and his word nust be obeyed. Abraham was stricken
in years, but this did not excuse himfromhis duty. He grasped the
staff of faith, and in dumb agony, took his child by the hand,
beautiful in the rosy health of youth, and went out to obey the word of
God. The grand old patriarch was human; his passions and attachnents
were like unto ours; he loved this boy who was the solace of his old
age, and unto whom the promi se of the Lord had been given. p. 4, Para.
1, [270T1].

But Abraham did not stop to question how God's prom ses could be
fulfilled if Isaac was slain, he did not stay to reason with his aching
heart; but he carried out the divine cormmand to the very letter, till,
just as the knife is about to be plunged into the quivering flesh of
the child, the word cane, "Lay not thine hand upon the |ad, "for now
know that thou fearest God, seeing that thou hast not wi thheld thy son
thine only son, fromnme." p. 4, Para. 2, [270T].

This great act of faith in penciled on the pages of sacred history to
shine forth upon the world as an illustrious exanple to the end of
time. Abraham did not plead that his old age shoul d excuse himfrom
obeying God. He did not say, "My hairs are gray, the vigor of ny

manhood is gone; who will confort ny waning |ife when Isaac is no nore?
How can an aged father spill the blood of an only son?" p. 4, Para. 3,
[270rT1].

No; God had spoken, and man nust obey wi thout questioning or nurmuring
or fainting by the way. We need the faith of Abrahamin our churches



today, to lighten the darkness that gathers round them shutting out
t he sweet sunlight of God's |ove, and dwarfing spiritual growmh. p. 4,
Para. 4, [270T].

Age will never excuse us from obeying God. Qur faith should be
prolific of good works, for faith without works is dead. Every duty
performed, every sacrifice in the nane of Jesus, brings an exceeding
great reward. In the very act of duty, God speaks and gives his
bl essing. But he requires of us an entire surrender of the faculties.
The nmind and heart, the whol e being nust be given to him or we fal
short of becoming true Christians. p. 5, Para. 1, [270T].

God has withheld nothing fromman that can secure to himeterna
riches. He has clothed the earth with beauty and furnished it for his
use and confort during his tenporal |ife. He has given his son to die
for the redenption of a world that had fallen through sin and folly.
Such matchl ess | ove, such infinite sacrifice clains our strictest
obedi ence, our holiest |ove, our unbounded faith. Yet all these
virtues, exercised to their fullest, can never be conmensurate with the
great sacrifice that has been offered for us. p. 5, Para. 2, [270T].

God requires pronpt and unquesti oni ng obedi ence of his law. But nen
are asleep or paralyzed by the deceptions of Satan who suggests excuses
and subterfuge, and conquers their scruples, saying as he did to Eve in
the garden, "Ye shall not surely die." Disobedience not only hardens
the heart and conscience of the guilty one, but it tends to corrupt the
faith of others. That which | ooked very wong to themat first,
gradual ly |l oses this appearance by being constantly before them till
finally they question whether it is really sin, and unconsciously fal
into the sane error. p. 5, Para. 3, [270T].

Through Sanuel, God conmanded Saul to go and smite the Anal ekites and
utterly destroy all their possessions. But Saul only partially obeyed
the command; he destroyed the inferior cattle, but reserved the best,
and spared the w cked king. The next day he nmet the prophet Sanuel with
flattering self-congratul ations. Said he, "Blessed be thou of the Lord,
| have performed the commandnment of the Lord." But the prophet
i medi ately answered, "Wat nmeaneth then this bleating of the sheep in
m ne ears, and the | owing of the oxen which I hear?" p. 6, Para. 1,
[270T].

Saul was confused and sought to shirk responsibility by answering,
"They have brought them fromthe Amal ekites, for the people spared the
best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy Cod,
and the rest we have utterly destroyed." Sanuel then reproved the king,
rem ndi ng himof the explicit commands of God, directing himto destroy
all things belonging to Amal ek. He pointed out his transgressions and
decl ared that he had di sobeyed the Lord. But Saul refused to
acknowl edge that he had done wrong; he again excused his sin by
pl eadi ng that he had reserved the best cattle to sacrifice unto the
Lord. p. 6, Para. 2, [270T].

Samuel was grieved to the heart by the persistency with which the king
refused to see his sin and confess it. He sorrowfully asked, "Hath the
Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying
the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat or ranms. For rebellion is as the sin of



wi tchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou
hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from
being king." p. 7, Para. 1, [270T].

We should not look in the face of duty and delay neeting its denmands.
Such delay gives time for doubts, unbelief creeps in, the judgnent is
perverted, the understandi ng darkened. At length the reproofs of God's
Spirit do not reach the heart of the deluded person, who has beconme so
blinded as to think that they cannot possibly be intended for himor
apply to his case. p. 7, Para. 2, [270T].

The precious tinme of probation is passing, and few realize that it is
given them for the purpose of preparing for eternity. The gol den hours
are squandered in worldly pursuits, in pleasure, in absolute sin. God's
law is slighted and forgotten, yet every statute is none the |ess
bi ndi ng. Every transgression will bring its punishment. Worldly | ove of
gai n desecrates the Sabbath, yet the clains of that holy day are not
abrogated or | essened. God's command is clear and unquesti onabl e on
this point; he has perenptorily forbidden us to | abor upon the seventh
day. He has set it apart as a day sanctified to hinmself. p. 7, Para.

3, [270T1].

Many are the hindrances that lay in the path of those who would foll ow
i n obedi ence the conmandnents of God. There are strong and subtle

i nfluences that bind themto the ways of the world; but the power of
the Lord can break these chains. He will renpve every obstacle from
before the feet of his faithful ones, or give them strength and courage
to conquer every difficulty, if they earnestly beseech his help. Al

hi ndrances wi |l vani sh before an earnest desire and persistent effort
to do the will of God at any cost to self, even if life itself is
sacrificed. Light fromHeaven will illum nate the darkness of those
who, in trial and perplexity, go forward | ooki ng unto Jesus as the
author and finisher of their faith. p. 8, Para. 1, [270T].

In ancient times God spoke to nmen by the mouths of prophets and
apostles. In these days he speaks to them by the testinonies of his
Spirit. There was never a tine when God nore earnestly instructed his

peopl e concerning his will, and the course that he woul d have them
pursue, than now. But will they profit by his teachings, will they
receive his reproofs, and heed his warnings? God will accept of no

partial obedi ence nor sanction any conpromise with self. p. 8, Para.
2, [270r1].

The Twel ve Spies. p. 9, Para. 1, [270T].

The Lord commanded Mbses to send nen to search the | and of Canaan
whi ch he would give unto the children of Israel. A ruler of each tribe
was to be selected for this purpose. They went, and after forty days
returned fromtheir search, and cane before Mboses and Aaron, and al
the congregation of Israel, and showed themthe fruit of the land. Al
agreed that it was a good |and, and they exhibited the rich fruit which
t hey had brought as evidence. One cluster of grapes was so |arge that
two nen carried it between themon a staff. They al so brought of the
figs, and the ponegranates, which grew there in abundance. After they
had spoken of the fertility of the land, all but two spoke very

di scouragingly of their being able to possess it. They said that the
peopl e were very strong that dwelt in the land, and the cities were



surrounded with great and high walls, and, nore than all this, they saw
the children of the giant Anak there. They then described how the
peopl e were situated around Canaan, and the inpossibility of their ever
being able to possess it. p. 9, Para. 2, [270T].

As the people listened to this report, they gave vent to their

di sappointment with bitter reproaches and wailing. They did not wait,
and reflect, and reason that God, who had brought them out thus far
woul d certainly give themthe land. They left God out of the question.
They acted as though in the taking of the city of Jericho, the key to
the I and of Canaan, they nust depend solely on the power of arnms. God
had decl ared that he would give themthe country, and they should have
fully trusted himto fulfill his word. But their unsubdued hearts were
not in harnmony with his plans. They did not reflect how wonderfully he
had wrought in their behalf, bringing themout of their Egyptian
bondage, cutting a path for themthrough the waters of the sea, and
destroying the pursuing host of Pharaoh. p. 9, Para. 3, [270T].

In their unbelief they were limting the work of God, and distrusting
the hand that had hitherto safely guided them In this instance they
repeated the former error of murnuring agai nst Mbses and Aaron. "This,
then, is the end of all our high hopes,” said they. "This is the I and
we have traveled all the way from Egypt to possess."” They blanmed their
| eaders with bringing trouble upon Israel, and again charged themwth
deceiving and | eading their people astray. Mses and Aaron | ay
prostrate before God, their faces in the dust. p. 10, Para. 1, [270T].

Cal eb and Joshua, the two who, of all the twelve spies, trusted in the
word of God, rent their clothes in distress, when they perceived that
t hese unfavorabl e reports had di scouraged the whol e canp. They
endeavored to reason with them but the congregation were filled with
madness and di sappoi ntnent, and refused to listen to these two nen.
Finally Caleb urged his way to the front, and his clear, ringing voice
was heard above all the clanor of the nultitude. He opposed the
cowardly views of his fell owspies, which had weakened the faith and
courage of all Israel. p. 10, Para. 2, [270T].

He commanded the attention of the people, and they hushed their
conpl aints for a nonment to listen to him He spoke of the |land he had
visited. Said he, "Let us go up at once; for we are well able to
overcone it." But as he spoke, the unfaithful spies interrupted him
crying, "We be not able to go up against this people, for they are
stronger than we!" p. 11, Para. 1, [270T].

These nen, starting upon a wong course, set their hearts agai nst God,
agai nst Moses and Aaron, and agai nst Cal eb and Joshua. Every step they
had advanced in this wong direction made themfirnmer in their design
to di scourage every attenpt to possess the |and of Canaan. They
distorted the truth in order to carry their baneful influence. They
represented the clinmate as being unhealthful, and all the people of
giant stature. Said they, "And there we saw the giants, the sons of the
gi ants, the sons of Anak, which cane of the giants, and we were in own

si ght as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight." p. 11, Para. 2,
[270rT1].
This was not only an evil, but a lying report. It was contradictory;

for if the land was unhealthy and "had eaten up the inhabitants,” how



was it that they attained to such massive proportions. \Wen nmen in
responsi bl e positions yield their hearts to unbelief, there are no
bounds to the advance they will make in evil. Few realize, when they
start upon this dangerous course, the length that Satan will |ead them
p. 11, Para. 3, [270T].

The evil report had a terrible effect upon the people. They reproached
Moses and Aaron bitterly. Sone groaned and wail ed, saying, "Wuld God
that we had died in the I and of Egypt! or, Wuld God we had died in the
wi | derness!" Then their feelings rose against the Lord, they wept and
nmour ned, sayi ng, "Wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this land, to
fall by the sword, that our wi ves and our children should be a prey?
Were it not better for us to return into Egypt? And they said one to
anot her: Let us nmake a captain, and let us return to Egypt." p. 12,
Para. 1, [270T1].

Thus they mani fested their disrespect for God and for the | eaders he
had appointed to conduct them They did not ask the Lord what they
shoul d do, but said, "Let us nmake a captain." They took matters in
their own hands, feeling themsel ves conpetent to manage their affairs
wi t hout divine aid. They not only accused Mbses of deception, but also
God, in promsing a land which they were not able to possess. They
actually went so far as to appoint one of their nunber as a captain, to
| ead them back to the land of their suffering and bondage, from which
God had delivered themwi th his strong arm of ommipotence. p. 12,

Para. 2, [270T1].

Moses and Aaron still remmined prostrate before in the presence of al
the assenbly, silently inploring divine mercy for rebellious Israel
Their distress was too deep for words. Again Caleb and Joshua press to
the front, and the voice of Caleb once nore rises in sorrow ul
ear nest ness above the conplaints of the congregation. p. 12, Para. 3,
[270T].

"The | and which we passed through to search it, is an exceedi ng good
land. If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this |and,
and give it us; a land that floweth with m |k and honey; only rebel not
ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they
are bread for us. Their defense is departed fromthem and the Lord is
with us. Fear themnot."” p. 13, Para. 1, [270T].

The Canaanites had filled up the neasure of their iniquity, and the
Lord woul d no | onger bear with them Hi s defense being renoved from
them they would fall an easy prey to the Hebrews. They were not
prepared for battle, for they felt so strong that they deceived
themsel ves with the idea that no arny was form dabl e enough to prevai
agai nst them Caleb rem nded the people that by the covenant of God the
| and was insured to Israel. But their hearts were filled wi th madness
and they would hear no nore. If only the two nmen had brought the evi
report, and all the ten had encouraged themto possess the land in the
name of the Lord, they would still have taken the advice of the two in
preference to the ten, because of their w cked unbelief. p. 13, Para.
2, [270T1].

But there were only two advocating the right, while the ten were in
open rebellion against their |eaders and agai nst God. The greatest
exci tement now raged anong the people, their worst passions were



aroused, and they refused to listen to reason. The ten unfaithful spies
join themin their denunciations of Caleb and Joshua, and the cry is
rai sed to stone them The insane nob seize missiles with which to slay
those faithful nmen. They rush forward with yells of madness, when, Lo!
the stones drop fromtheir hands, a hush falls upon them and they
shake with terror. God has interposed to check their rash design. The
glory of his presence, like a flame of light, illum nates the
tabernacle. Al the congregation behold the signal of the Lord. p. 14,
Para. 1, [270T].

A mightier one than they, had reveal ed hinself, and not one dared
continue his resistance. Every nmurnurer was silenced. The spies who had
brought the evil report, crouched terror-stricken and with bated
breath. Moses now arose fromhis humliating position and entered the
tabernacle, to commune with God. Then the Lord proposed to i nmediately
destroy this rebellious people. He desired to make of Mobses a greater
nation than Israel; but the neek | eader of his people would not consent
to this proposition. "And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the Egyptians
shall hear it, for thou broughtest up this people in thy mght from
anong them and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land, for
they have heard that thou, Lord, art anong this people, that thou
Lord, art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth over them and
that thou goest before them by daytine in a pillar of cloud, and in a
pillar of fire by night. Now, if thou shalt kill all this people as one
man, then the nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak
sayi ng, Because the Lord was not able to bring this people into the
 and which he sware unto them therefore he hath slain themin the
wi | derness.' Mbses again refuses to have |Israel destroyed, and hinself
made a m ghtier nation than was Israel. This favored servant of Cod
mani fests his love for Israel, and shows his zeal for the glory of his
Master, and the honor of his people. Thou hast forgiven this people
from Egypt even until now, thou hast been |long-suffering and nercifu
hitherto toward this ungrateful nation; and however unworthy they may
be, thy nmercy is the sane. He pleads, WIt thou not, therefore, spare
themthis once, and add this one nore instance of divine patience to
the many thou hast already given? p. 14, Para. 2, [270T].

Moses prevailed with God to spare the people; but because of their
arrogance and unbelief, the Lord could not go with themto work in a
m racul ous manner in their behalf. Therefore, in his divine mercy, he
bade them adopt the safest course, and turn back into the wilderness,
towards the Red Sea. He al so decreed that, as a punishnent for their
rebellion, all the adults who |eft Egypt, with the exception of Caleb
and Joshua, should be forever excluded from Canaan. They had utterly
failed to keep their proni se of obedience to God, and this released him
fromthe covenant that they had so repeatedly violated. He prom sed
that their children should possess the goodly |and, but their own
bodi es shoul d be buried in the wilderness. And the ten unfaithfu
spi es, whose evil report had cause Israel to murrmur and rebel, were
destroyed by the power of God, before the eyes of the people. p. 15,
Para. 1, [270T1].

When Moses made known to Israel the will of God concerning them they
seenmed to sincerely repent of their sinful conduct. But the Lord knew
that their sorrow was because of the result of their evil course,
rather than a deep sense of their ingratitude and di sobedi ence. But
their repentance cane too |late; the just anger of God was awakened, and



t heir doom was pronounced from which there was no reprieve. Wen they
found that the Lord would not relent in his decree, their self-wll
again arose, and they declared that they would not return into the

wi | derness. p. 16, Para. 1, [270T].

In commanding themto retire fromthe land of their enem es, God
tested their apparent subm ssion and found it was not real. They knew
that they had deeply sinned in allowing their rash feelings to contro
them and seeking to slay the spies who had urged themto obey God. But
they were only terrified to find that they had nmade a fearful mnistake,
t he consequences of which would prove disastrous to themsel ves. Their
hearts were unchanged, and they only needed an excuse to occasion a
sim lar outbreak. This presented itself when Mses, by authority of
God, conmanded themto go back into the wlderness. p. 16, Para. 2,
[270T].

They had rebel |l ed agai nst his commands, when he bade them go up and
take the I and he had pronised them and now, that he directed themto
retreat fromit, they were equally insubordinate, and decl ared they
would go to battle with their enem es. They arrayed thenselves in their
warriors dress and arnor, and presented themsel ves before Mses,
prepared for conflict, in their own estimation, but sadly deficient in
the sight of God and his sorrowful servant. They refused to listen to
the sol etm warnings of their |eaders that disaster and death woul d be
the consequence of their audacity. p. 17, Para. 1, [270T].

When God directed themto go up and take Jericho, he pronised to go
with them The ark containing his | aw was to be a synbol of hinself.
Moses and Aaron, God's appointed | eaders, were to conduct the
expedi tion under his watchful direction. Wth such supervision, no harm
could have cone to them But now, contrary to the command of God, and
the sol emm prohibition of their |eaders, without the ark of God and
wi t hout Moses, they march out to neet the arnmies of the eneny. p. 17,
Para. 2, [270T1].

During the tinme consuned by the Israelites in their w cked

i nsubordi nati on, the Amal ekites and Canaanites had prepared for battle.
The Israelites presunptuously challenged the foe that had not dared to
attack them But just as they had fairly entered the eneny's territory,
the Amal ekites and Canaanites net themin force and fiercely repul sed
them driving themback with great |oss. The field of carnage was red
with the bl ood of the Hebrews, and their dead bodi es strewed the
ground. They were utterly routed and defeated. Destruction and death
was the result of their rebellious experiment. p. 18, Para. 1, [270T].

But the faith of Caleb and Joshua was richly rewarded. According to
his word, God brought these faithful two into the I and he had prom sed
to them The cowards and rebels perished in the wilderness, but the
ri ghteous spies did eat of the grapes of Eschol. p. 18, Para. 2,
[270T].

The history of the twelve spies' report has an application to us as a
peopl e. The scenes of cowardly conplai ning and draw ng back from action
when there are risks to encounter, are re-enacted anong us today. The
same unwi |l lingness is mani fested to heed faithful reports and true
counsel, as in the days of Caleb and Joshua. The servants of God, who
bear the burden of his cause, practicing strict self-denial and



suffering privation for the sake of helping his people, are seldom
better appreciated now than then. p. 18, Para. 3, [270T].

Anci ent Israel was repeatedly tested and found wanti ng. Few received
the faithful warnings given them of God. Darkness and unbelief does not
decrease as we near the time of the second advent of Christ. Truth
beconmes | ess and | ess palatable to the carnal-ninded; their hearts are
slow to believe, and tardy to repent. The servants of God m ght wel
become di scouraged, were it not for the continual evidences their
Mast er gives them of his wi sdom and assi stance. Long has the Lord borne
with is people. He has forgiven their wanderings, and waited for them
to give himroomin their hearts; but false ideas, jealousy and
di strust have crowded himout. p. 18, Para. 4, [270TI].

Few who are professedly of Israel, and whose m nds have been
enl i ghtened by the revel ations of divine wisdom dare to cone boldly
forward, as did Caleb, and stand firmy for God and the right. Because
t hose whom the Lord has chosen to conduct his work, will not be swerved
fromthe course of integrity, to gratify the selfish and unconsecrated,
they become the target for hatred and malicious fal sehood. Satan is
wi de awake and working warily in these |ast days. God calls for men of
spiritual nerve and stamna to resist his artifices. p. 19, Para. 1,
[270T].

Thor ough conversion is necessary anong those who profess to believe
the truth, in order for themto follow Jesus, and obey the will of GCod.
Not a submi ssion born of circunstances as was that of the terrified
Israelites, when the power of the Infinite was revealed to them but a
deep and heart-felt repentance and renunciation of sin. Those who are
but hal f-converted, are as a tree whose boughs hang upon the side of
truth, but whose roots, firmy bedded in the earth, strike out into the
barren soil of the world. Jesus looks in vain for fruit upon its
branches, he finds nothing by |eaves. p. 19, Para. 2, [270T].

Thousands woul d accept the truth, if they could do so without denying
sel f; but this class would never build up the cause of God. These would
never march out valiantly against the eneny, which is the world, the
| ove of self and the lusts of the flesh, trusting their divine Leader
to give themthe victory. The church needs faithful Cal ebs and Joshuas,
who are ready to accept eternal life on God' s sinple conditions of
obedi ence. Qur churches are suffering for |aborers. The world is our
field. Mssionaries are wanted in cities and villages that are nore
certainly bound by idolatry than the pagans of the East, who have never
seen the light of truth. The true missionary spirit has deserted the
churches that make so exalted a profession; their hearts are no | onger
aglow with love for souls, and a desire to lead theminto the fold of
Christ. We want earnest workers. Are there none to respond to the cry
that goes up fromevery quarter: "Come over and help us?" p. 20, Para.
1, [270T1].

Can those who profess to be the repositories of God's |aw, and who

| ook for the soon com ng of Jesus in the clouds of heaven, stand
acquitted of the blood of souls if they turn a deaf ear to the crying
needs of the people who walk in shadows? There are books to prepare and
to distribute, there are |l essons to give, there are self-sacrificing
duties to perform Who will cone to the rescue? Who will, for Christ's
sake, deny self and spread the light to those who sit in darkness? p



20, Para. 2, [270T].
The Taking of Jericho. p. 21, Para. 1, [270T].

After the death of Mses, Joshua was appointed the |eader of [srael

to conduct themto the prom sed | and. He had been prime mnister to
Moses during the greater part of the tinme the Israelites had wandered
in the wilderness. He had seen the wonderful works of God w ought by
Moses, and well understood the disposition of the people. He was one of
the twel ve spies who were sent out to search for the pronised | and, and
one of the two who gave a faithful account of its richness, and who
encouraged the people to go up and possess it in the strength of God.
He was well qualified for his inportant office. The Lord promn sed
Joshua to be with himas he had been with Mses, and he woul d make
Canaan an easy conquest to him provided he would be faithful to
observe all his commandnents. p. 21, Para. 2, [270T1].

Joshua had been anxi ous concerning the execution of his comrission to
| ead the people into the I and of Canaan; but this assurance renoved his
fears. He commanded the children of Israel to make ready for a three-
days' journey, and all the nmen of war to prepare for battle. "And they
answer ed Joshua, saying, Al that thou commandest us we will do, and
whi t her soever thou sendest us, we will go. According as we hearkened
unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee; only the Lord
thy God be with thee, as he was with Mdses. Whosoever he that doth
rebel against thy comandnment, and will not hearken unto thy words in
all that thou commandest him he shall be put to death; only be strong
and of a good courage." p. 21, Para. 3, [270T].

God willed that the passage of the Israelites over Jordan should be
m racul ous. Joshua commanded the people to sanctify thensel ves, for
upon the norrow the Lord would do wonders anmpbng them At the appointed
time, he directed the priests to take up the ark containing the | aw of
God, and bear it before the people. "And the Lord said unto Joshua,
this day will | begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that
they may know that, as | was with Moses, so | will be with thee." p.
22, Para. 1, [270T].

The priests obeyed the conmands of their | eader and went before the
peopl e carrying the ark of the covenant. The Hebrew host took up the
line of march and followed this synbol of the divine presence. p. 22,
Para. 2, [270T1].

The wide colum filed down the bank of Jordan, and, as the feet of the
priests were dipped in the brimof the river, the water was cut off
from above, the volune below rolled on, leaving the bed of the stream
dry. The priests passed on bearing the ark of God, and Israel followed
in the rear. Half way over Jordan the priests were commanded to stand
still in the channel of the river, till all the Hebrew host had crossed
over. This was to inpress upon their mnds nore forcibly the fact that
the power which stayed the waters of Jordan was the sane that enabl ed
their fathers to cross the Red Sea forty years before. p. 22, Para. 3,
[270T1].

Many who passed through the Red Sea when they were children, now, by a
simlar mracle, crossed over Jordan, nmen of war equi pped for battle.
After the host of Israel had passed over, Joshua commmanded the priests



to come up out of the river. \Wien they, bearing the ark of the
covenant, stood safe upon the farther shore, CGod renoved his mghty
hand, and the accunul ated waters rushed down, a mighty cataract in the
natural channel of the stream Jordan rolled on, a resistless flood,
overflowing all its banks. p. 23, Para. 1, [270T].

But before the priests had come up out of the river, that this
wonderful miracle mght never be forgotten, the Lord bade Joshua sel ect
men of note fromeach tribe to take up stones fromthe spot in the
river-bed where the priest had stood, and bear them upon their
shoul ders to G lgal, and there erect a nonunent in renmenbrance of the
fact that God had caused Israel to pass over Jordan upon day land. This
woul d be a continual rem nder of the mracle the Lord had worked for
them As years passed on, their children would inquire concerning the
nmonunment, and they would recount to themthis wonderful history again
and again, till it would be indelibly inpressed upon their nmnds to the
| at est generation. p. 23, Para. 2, [270T1].

When all the kings of the Anorites, and the kings of the Canaanites
heard that the Lord had stayed the waters of Jordan before the children
of Israel, their hearts nelted with fear. The Israelites had slain two
of the kings of Mdab, and their mracul ous passage over the swollen and
i mpetuous Jordan filled themwi th great terror. Joshua then circuntised
all the people which had been born in the wlderness. After this
cerenony, they kept the passover in the plains of Jericho. "And the
Lord said unto Joshua, This day have | rolled away the reproach of
Egypt fromoff you." p. 24, Para. 1, [270T].

Heat hen nations had reproached the Lord and his peopl e because the
Hebrews had failed to possess the | and of Canaan, which they expected
to inherit soon after |eaving Egypt. Their enem es had triunphed
because |Israel had wandered so long in the wilderness, and they proudly
lifted thensel ves up agai nst God, declaring that he was not able to
|l ead theminto the | and of Canaan. The Lord had now signally manifested
his power and favor, in |leading his people over Jordan on dry |and, and
their enemies could no |onger reproach them The manna, which had
continued up to this time, now ceased as the Israelites were about to
possess Canaan and eat of the fruits of that goodly |and, so there was
no nore need of it. p. 24, Para. 2, [270T].

As Joshua withdrew fromthe armes of Israel to nediate and pray for
God' s special presence to attend him he saw a man of |ofty stature
clad in war-like garnents, with drawn sword in his hand. Joshua did not
recogni ze himas one of the warriors of Israel, and yet he had no
appearance of being an eneny. In his zeal he accosted him saying, "Art
thou for us, or for our adversaries? And he said, Nay; but as Captain
of the host of the Lord am | now conme. And Joshua fell on his face to
the earth, and did worship, and said to him What saith ny Lord unto
his servant? And the Captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, Loose
thy shoe fromoff thy foot, for the place whereon thou standest is
holy. And Joshua did so." p. 25, Para. 1, [270T].

The gl ory of God hall owed the sanctuary, and for this reason the

pri est never entered the place sanctified by God's presence with shoes
upon their feet. Particles of dust mght cleave to them which would
desecrate the holy place. Therefore the priest were required to | eave
their shoes in the court, before entering the sanctuary. In the court,



besi de the door of the tabernacle, stood a brazen |aver, wherein the
priests washed their hands and their feet before entering the
tabernacle, that all inpurity m ght be renoved. Al who officiated in
the sanctuary were required of God to nmke special preparation before
entering the place where his glory was revealed. p. 25, Para. 2,
[270T].

It was the Son of God who stood as an arned warrior before the | eader
of Israel. It was the One who had conducted the Hebrews through the
wi | derness, enshrouded in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire
by night. p. 26, Para. 1, [270T].

In order to convey to the mnd of Joshua that he was no | ess than
Christ, the Exalted One, he say, "Put off thy shoe fromoff thy foot."
He then instructed Joshua what course to pursue in order to take
Jericho. Al the nen of war should be commanded to conpass the city
once each day for six days, and on the seventh day they should march
around Jericho seven tinmes. p. 26, Para. 2, [270T1].

Accordi ng Joshua gave orders to the priest and the people as the Lord
directed him He marshalled the hosts of Israel in perfect order. p.
26, Para. 3, [270T].

First was a select body of armed nmen, clad in their war-like dress;
not now to exercise their skill in arns, but only to believe and obey
the directions given them Next followed seven priests with trunpets.
then came the ark of God, glittering with gold, a halo of glory
hovering over it, borne by priests in the rich and peculiar dress
denoting their sacred office. The vast arny of Israel followed in
perfect order, each tribe under its respective standard. Thus they
conpass the city with the ark of God. No sound was heard but the tread
of that mi ghty host and the solemm voice to the trunpets, echoing anobng
the hills and resounding through the streets of Jericho. p. 26, Para.
4, [270T].

Wth wonder and al arm the watchnmen of the dooned city marked every
nmove, and reported to those in authority. They could not inmagi ne what
all this display neant. Jericho had defied the arnies of Israel and the
God of heaven; but when they beheld that nmighty host marching around
their city once each day, in all the ponp and mgpjesty of war, with the
added grandeur of the sacred ark and the attendant priests, the
i mpressive nystery of the scene struck terror to the hearts of princes
and people. Then again they would inspect their strong defenses,
feeling certain they could successfully resist the nost powerfu
attack. Many ridiculed the idea that any harm could conme to them
t hrough these singul ar denonstrations on the part of their enem es. But
others were awed as they beheld the mpjesty and spl endor of the
processi on that each day wound grandly about the city. They renmenbered
that forty years before the Red Sea had parted before this people, that
a passage had just been opened for themthrough the river Jordan. They
knew not what farther wonders God m ght work for them They kept their
gates carefully closed, and guarded themw th mighty warriors. p. 27,
Para. 1, [270T1].

For six days the host of Israel perforned their circuit around the
city. The seventh day canme, and with the first dawn of |ight, Joshua
mar shal |l ed the armes of the Lord. Now they were directed to march



seven tinmes around Jericho, and at a mighty note of the trunpets to
shout with a loud voice, for God had then given themthe city. p. 27,
Para. 2, [270T].

The inposing arny marched sol emmly around the devoted walls. The

respl endent ark of God lighting the early dusk of nmorning, the priests
with their glittering breast-plates and jewel ed badges, and the
warriors with their flashing arnor, presented a nagnificent pageant.
They were silent as the dead, save the neasured tread of many feet, and
the occasional blare of the trunpets, cutting the blank still ness of
the early norning. The massive walls of solid stone frowned darkly
down, defying the siege of nmen. p. 28, Para. 1, [270T].

Suddenly the vast arny halts. The trunpets break forth in a blast that
shakes the very earth. The united voices of all Israel rend the air
with a mght shout. The walls of solid stone with their nassive towers
and battlenments totter and heave fromtheir foundations, and, with a
crash like a thousand thunders, fall in shapeless ruin to the earth.
The inhabitants and the army of the eneny, paralyzed with terror and
amazenent, offer no resistance, and Israel marches in and takes captive
the mghty city of Jericho. p. 28, Para. 2, [270T].

How easily the arnmies of Heaven brought down the walls that had seened
so form dable to the spies who brought the false report. The word of
God was the only weapon used. The M ghty One of Israel had said, "I
have given Jericho into thine hand." If a single warrior had brought
his strength to bear against the walls, the glory of God would have
been | essened and his will frustrated. But the work was left to the
Al mighty; and had the foundation of the battlements been laid in the
center of the earth and their summits reached the arch of heaven, the
result would have been all the sanme, when the Captain of the Lord's
host led his |egions of angels to the attack. p. 28, Para. 3, [270T1].

Long had God designed to give the city of Jericho to his favored
peopl e, and nmagni fy his name anong the nations of the earth. Forty
years before, when he led |Israel out of bondage, he had proposed to
give themthe | and of Canaan. But, by their w cked nurmurings and
j eal ousy, they had provoked his wrath, and he had caused themto wander
for weary years in the wilderness till all those who had insulted him
with their unbelief were no nore. In the capture of Jericho God
declared to the Hebrews that their fathers m ght have possessed the
city forty years before, had they trusted in himas did their children
p. 29, Para. 1, [270T].

The history of ancient Israel is witten for our benefit. Paul says,
"But with many of them God was not well pleased, for they were
overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things were our exanples, to
the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also |usted.
"Now al |l these things happened unto them for ensanples, and they are
written for our adnonition, upon whomthe ends of the world are cone.
VWerefore let himthat thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."
p. 29, Para. 2, [270T].

Many who profess to keep God's commandnents, as did ancient |srael
have hearts of unbelief, while outwardly observing the statutes of God.
Favored with great |ight and precious privileges, they wll
neverthel ess | ose the heavenly Canaan, even as the rebellious



Israelites failed to enter the earthly Canaan that God had promn sed
them as the reward of their obedience. p. 30, Para. 1, [270T].

As a people we lack faith. Few would in these days foll ow the
directions of God, through his chosen servant, as obediently as did the
armes of Israel at the taking of Jericho. The Captain of the Lord's
host did not reveal hinself to all the congregation. He communi cat ed
only with Joshua, who related the story of this interviewto the
Hebrews. It rested with themto believe or doubt the words of Joshua,
to follow the conmands given by himin the nane of the Captain of the
Lord's host, or to rebel against his directions and deny his authority.
p. 30, Para. 2, [270T].

They coul d not see the host of angels, marshalled by the Son of God
who | ed their van; and they m ght have reasoned: "Wat unneaning
novenents are these, and how ridicul ous the performance of marching
daily around the walls of the city, blowi ng trunpets of ram s horns
meanwhi | el This can have no effect upon those strong and towering
fortifications.” p. 30, Para. 3, [270T].

But the very plan of continuing this cerenony through so long a tine
prior to the final overthrow of the walls, afforded opportunity for the
i ncrease of faith anong the Israelites. They were to becone thoroughly
i mpressed with the idea that their strength was not in the wi sdom of
man, nor in his mght, but only in the God of their salvation. They
were thus to becone accustoned to putting thensel ves out of the
question and relying wholly upon their divine Leader. p. 31, Para. 1,
[270T].

Woul d those who today profess to be God's peopl e conduct thensel ves

t hus, under simlar circunstances? Doubtless many would wi sh to follow
out their plans, would suggest ways and means of acconplishing the
desired end. They would be loth to submt to so sinple an arrangenent,
and one that reflected no glory upon thensel ves, save the nmerit of

obedi ence. They woul d al so question the possibility of a mighty city
bei ng conquered in that manner. But the |aw of duty is suprenme. It
should wield authority over human reason. Faith is the |living power
that presses through every barrier, overrides all obstacles, and plants
its banner in the heart of the eneny's canp. p. 31, Para. 2, [270T].

God will do marvel ous things for those who trust in him The reason
that his professed people have no nore strength, is because they trust
so much to their own wi sdom and do not give the Lord an opportunity to
reveal his power in their behalf. He will help his believing children
in every emergency if they will place their entire confidence in him
and implicitly obey him p. 31, Para. 3, [270T].

There are deep mysteries in the Wrd of God, there are unexpl ai nabl e
mysteries in his providences, there are nysteries in the plan of

sal vation that man can not fathom But the finite mnd, strong inits
desire to satisfy its curiosity, and solve the problens of infinity,
neglects to follow the plain course indicated by the revealed will of
God, and pries into the secrets hidden since the foundation of the
world. Man builds his theories, loses the sinplicity of true faith,
beconmes too self-inportant to believe the declarations of the Lord, and
hedges hinmself in with his own conceits. p. 32, Para. 1, [270T].



Many who profess our faith are in this position. They are weak and
power | ess because they trust in their own strength. God works mghtily
for a faithful people, who obey his word w thout questioning or doubt.
The Maj esty of Heaven, with his army of angels, |leveled the walls of
Jericho, with no human aid. Al the arned warriors of Israel had no
cause to glory in their achievenents. Al was done through the power of
God. Let the people give up self, and the desire to work after their
own plans, let themhunbly subnit to the divine will, and God wi |
revive his strength and bring freedomand victory to his children. p.
32, Para. 2, [270T].

Jeremiah. p. 33, Para. 1, [270T].

The Lord gave Jereni ah a nmessage of reproof to bear to his people,
charging themwi th the continual rejection of God's counsel; saying, "I
have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not
unto ne. | have sent also unto you all ny servants the prophets, rising
up early and sending them saying, Return ye now every man from his
evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve
them and ye shall dwell in the |Iand which | have given to you and to
your fathers." p. 33, Para. 2, [270T].

God plead with themnot to provoke himto anger with the work of their
hands and hearts; "but they hearkened not." Jerem ah then predicted the
captivity of the Jews, as their punishment for not heeding the word of
the Lord. The Chal deans were to be used as the instrument by which God
woul d chastise his disobedi ent people. Their punishnment, and the
war ni ngs they had despi sed. God had | ong del ayed his judgnments, because
of his unwillingness to huniliate his chosen people; but now he woul d
visit his displeasure upon them as a last effort to check themin
their evil course. p. 33, Para. 3, [270T].

In these days he has instituted no new plan to preserve the purity of
his people. He entreats the erring ones who profess his nane, to repent
and turn fromtheir evil ways, in the same manner that he did of old.
He predicts the dangers before them by the nmouth of his chosen
servants now as then. He sounds his note of warning, and reproves sin
just as faithfully as in the days of Jerem ah. But the Israel of our
time have the sanme tenptations to scorn reproof and hate counsel, as
did ancient Israel. They too often turn a deaf ear to the words that
God has given his servants for the benefit of those who profess the
truth. Though the Lord in mercy withholds for a tine the retribution of
their sin, as in the days of Jerem ah, he will not always stay his
hand, but will visit iniquity with righteous judgnent. p. 33, Para. 4,
[270T1].

The Lord commanded Jeremi ah to stand in the court of the Lord' s house,
and speak unto all the people of Judah who cane there to worship, those
t hi ngs which he would give himto speak, dimnishing not a word; that
they m ght hearken and turn fromtheir evil ways. Then God woul d repent
of the punishment which he had purposed to do unto them because of
their wi ckedness. The unwillingness of the Lord to chastise his erring
people is here vividly shown. He stays his judgnments, he pleads with
themto return to their allegiance. p. 34, Para. 1, [270T].

He brought them out of bondage that they might faithfully serve
hinself, the only true and |living God; but they had wandered into



i dolatry, they had slighted the warnings given them by his prophets;
yet he defers his chastisenent to give them one nore opportunity to
repent and avert the retribution for their sin. Through his chosen
prophet, he now sends them a clear and positive warning, and |ays
before themthe only course by which they can escape the puni shnent
which they deserve. This is a full repentance of their sin, and a
turning fromthe evil of their ways. p. 34, Para. 2, [270T1].

The Lord commanded Jerem ah to say to the people: "Thus saith the
Lord: If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in ny Iaw, which | have set
before you, to hearken to the words of ny servants the prophets, whom I
sent unto you, both rising up early and sending them but ye have not
hearkened; then will | make this house like Shiloh, and will nmake this
city a curse to all the nations of the earth." They understood this
reference to Shiloh, and the tine when the Philistines overcame |srae
and the ark of God was taken. p. 35, Para. 1, [270T].

The sin of Eli was in passing lightly over the iniquity of his sons,
who were occupying sacred offices. The neglect of the father to reprove
and restrain his sons, brought upon Israel a fearful calanmty. The sons
of Eli were slain, Eli hinmself lost his Iife, the ark of God was taken
fromlsrael, and thirty thousand of their people were slain. Al this
was because sin was lightly regarded, and allowed to remain in their
m dst. What a lesson is this to nen holding responsible positions in
the church of God! It adjures themto faithfully renove the wongs that
di shonor the cause of truth. p. 35, Para. 2, [270T].

I srael thought, in the days of Sanuel, that the presence of the ark
cont ai ni ng the commndnents of God, would gain themthe victory over
the Philistines, whether or not they repented of their w cked works.
Just so the Jews, in Jeremiah's tinme, believed that the divinely
appoi nted services of the tenple being strictly observed, would
preserve them fromthe just punishnent of their evil course. p. 36,
Para. 1, [270T1].

The sane danger exists today anmong that people who profess to be the
repository of God's law. They are too apt to flatter thensel ves that
the regard in which they hold the comandnents shoul d preserve them
fromthe power of divine justice. They refuse to be reproved of evil,
and bl anme God's servants with being too zealous in putting sin out of
the canp. A sin-hating God calls upon those who profess to keep his | aw

to depart fromall iniquity. Neglect to repent and obey his word will
bring as serious consequences upon God's people today, as did the sane
sin upon ancient Israel. There is a limt beyond which he will no

| onger delay his judgnents. The correction of God through his chosen
i nstruments cannot be disregarded with inpunity. The desol ati on of
Jerusal em stands as a sol etm warni ng before the eyes of nodern |srael
p. 36, Para. 2, [270T].

When the priests and the people heard the nessage that Jerem ah
delivered to themin the nane of the Lord, they were very angry, and
decl ared that he should die. They were boisterous in their
denunci ations of him crying, "Wy hast thou prophesied in the nanme of
the Lord, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shal
be desol ate wi thout an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered
agai nst Jerem ah in the house of the Lord." Thus was the nessage of God
despi sed, and the servant with whom he entrusted it threatened with



death. The priests, the unfaithful prophets, and all the people turned
in wath upon himwho woul d not speak to them snooth things and
prophesy deceit. p. 36, Para. 3, [270T].

The unfaltering servants of God have usually suffered the bitterest
persecution fromfalse teachers of religion. But the true prophets wll
ever prefer reproach and even death rather than unfaithful ness to God.
The Infinite eye is upon the instrunents of divine reproof, and they
bear a heavy responsibility. But God regards the injury done to them
t hrough m srepresentation, falsehood or abuse, the same as though it
were done unto himself, and will punish accordingly. p. 37, Para. 1
[270T].

The princes of Judah had heard concerning the words of Jerem ah, and
came up fromthe king's house, and sat in the entry of the Lord's
house. "Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to
all the people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath
prophesi ed against this city, as ye have heard with your ears." But
Jereni ah stood boldly before the princes and the people declaring, "The
Lord sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city al
the words which ye have heard. Therefore now anmend your ways and your
doi ngs, and obey the voice of the Lord your God; and the Lord will
repent himof the evil that he hath pronounced agai nst you. As for ne,
behold, I amin your hand; do with ne as seeneth good and neet unto
you. But know ye for certain, that if ye put nme to death, ye shal
surely bring i nnocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and
upon the inhabitants thereof; for of a truth the Lord hath sent nme unto
you to speak all these words in your ears."” p. 37, Para. 2, [270T].

Had t he prophet been intimdated by the threats of those in high
authority, and the clanoring of the rabble, his nmessage woul d have been
wi t hout effect, and he would have lost his |life. But the courage with
whi ch he discharged his painful duty commanded the respect of the
peopl e, and turned the princes of Israel in his favor. Thus God rai sed
up defenders for his servant. They reasoned with the priests and fal se
prophets, showi ng them how unwi se woul d be the extreme neasures which
t hey advocated. p. 38, Para. 1, [270T].

The influence of these powerful persons produced a reaction in the

m nds of the people. Then the elders united in protesting against the
decision of the priests regarding the fate of Jerem ah. They cited the
case of M cah, who prophesied judgnents upon Jerusal em saying, "Zion
shall be plowed |ike a field, and Jerusal em shall becone heaps, and the
nmount ai ns of the house as the high places of a forest." They put to
them the question: "Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at
all to death? did he not fear the Lord, and beseech the Lord, and the
Lord repented himof the evil which he had pronounced agai nst thenf
Thus m ght we procure great evil against our souls."™ p. 38, Para. 2,
[270T].

So, through the pleadi ng of Ahi kam and others, the prophet Jerem ah's
life was spared; although many of the priests and fal se prophets would
have been pl eased had he been put to death on the plea of sedition; for
they could not endure the truths that he uttered exposing their
w ckedness. p. 39, Para. 1, [270T1].

But Israel remained unrepented and the Lord saw that they nust be



puni shed for their sin, so he instructed Jerem ah to make yokes and
bonds and pl ace them upon his neck, and send themto the king of Edom
the king of Mab, of the Amopnites, of Tyrus and Zi don, conmandi ng the
messengers to say that God had given all these |ands to Nebuchadnezzar
the king of Babylon. That all these nations should serve himand his
descendants for a certain tine, till God should deliver them They were
to declare that if those nations refused to serve the king of Babyl on
they shoul d be punished with the fam ne, with the sword, and
pestilence, till they should be consuned. "Therefore," said the Lord,
"Hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your
dreaners, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak
unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon; for they
prophesy a lie unto you to renove you far fromyour |and; and that I
shoul d drive you out, and ye should perish. But the nations that bring
their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him those
will | let remain still in their own land, saith the Lord; and they
shall till it, and dwell therein." p. 39, Para. 2, [270T].

Jerem ah declared that they were to wear the yoke of servitude for
seventy years, and the captives that were already in the hands of the
ki ng of Babylon, and the vessels of the Lord' s house which had been
taken, were also to remain in Babylon till that tine had el apsed. But
at the end of the seventy years God would deliver themfromtheir
captivity, and would punish their oppressors, and bring into subjection
the proud king of Babylon. p. 40, Para. 1, [270T].

Ambassadors had come fromthe various nations naned to consult with
the king of Judah as to the matter of engaging in battle with the king
of Babyl on. But the prophet of God bearing the synbols of subjection
delivered the nmessage of the Lord to these nations, conmmanding themto
bear it to their several kings. This was the |ightest punishnent that a
merci ful God could inflict upon so rebellious a people; but if they
warred agai nst this decree of servitude, they were to feel the ful
vigor of his chastisenent. They were faithfully warned not to listen to
their false teachers who prophesied lies. p. 40, Para. 2, [270T].

The amazenent of the assenbl ed council of nations knew no bounds when
Jerem ah, carrying the yoke of subjection about his neck, made known to
themthe will of God. But Hanani ah, one of the fal se prophets agai nst
whom God had warned his people through Jerem ah, lifted up his voice in
opposition to the prophecy declared. Wshing to gain the favor of the
king, and his court, he affirmed that God had gi ven hi m words of
encouragenent for the Jews. Said he: "Wthin two full years will |
bring again into this place all the vessels of the Lord's house, that
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took away fromthis place, and carried
themto Babylon. And | will bring again to this place Jeconiah, the son
of Jehoi aki m ki ng of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went
into Babylon, saith the Lord; for I will break the yoke of the king of
Babylon." p. 41, Para. 1, [270T].

Jerem ah, in the presence of all the priests and the people, said that
it was the earnest wish of his heart that God would so favor his people
that the vessels of the Lord's house nmight be returned and the captives
brought back from Babylon. But this could only be done on condition
that the people repented and turned fromtheir evil way to the
obedi ence of God's |law. Jeremi ah |oved his country and ardently w shed
that the desol ation predicted m ght be averted by the humliation of



t he people; but he knew the wi sh was vain. He hoped the punishment of

I srael would be as |light as possible; therefore he earnestly entreated
themto submit to the king of Babylon for the tine that the Lord
specified. p. 41, Para. 2, [270T1].

He entreated themto hear the words that he spoke. He cited themto
t he propheci es of Hosea, Habakuk, Zephani ah, and others whose nessages
of reproofing and warning had been simlar to his own. He referred them
to events which had transpired in their history in fulfillnent of the
propheci es of retribution for unrepented sins. Sonetines, as in this
case, nmen had arisen in opposition to the message of God, and predicted
peace and prosperity, to quiet the fears of the people, and gain the
favor of those in Israel, as the true prophets had indicated. Said he,
"The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet
shall cone to pass, then shall the prophet be known that the Lord hath
truly sent him" |If Israel chose to run the risk, future devel opnents
woul d effectually decide which was the fal se prophet. p. 42, Para. 1,
[270T1].

But Hanani ah, incensed at this, took the yoke from Jereni ah's neck and
broke it. "And Hanani ah spake in the presence of all the people,

saying, Thus saith the Lord: Even so will | break the yoke of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon fromthe necks of all nations within the
space of two full years. And the prophet Jerem ah went his way." p.

42, Para. 2, [270T].

He had done his work, he had warned the people of their danger, he had
poi nted out the only course by which they could regain the favor of
God. But they had nocked his words; nmen in responsible positions had
denounced him and tried to arouse the people to put himto death. Yet
his only crime was in faithfully delivering the nessage of God to an
unbel i eving people. p. 43, Para. 1, [270T].

But anot her nessage was given to Jerenmiah. "Go and tell Hanani ah,
sayi ng, Thus saith the Lord: Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but
thou shalt nmeke for them yokes of iron. For thus saith the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel: | have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of
all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babyl on
and they shall serve him and | have given himthe beasts of the field
al so. Then said the prophet Jerem ah unto Hanani ah the prophet, Hear
now, Hanani ah: The Lord hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people
to trust in alie. Therefore thus saith the Lord: Behold, I will cast
thee fromoff the face of the earth. This year thou shalt die, because
t hou hast taught rebellion against the Lord. So Hanani ah the prophet
died the sane year in the seventh nonth." this fal se prophet had
strengt hened the unbelief of the people in Jereniah and his nessage. He
had wi ckedly declared himself to be the Lord's nessenger, and he
suffered death in consequence of his fearful crine. p. 43, Para. 2,
[270T].

In the fifth nmonth Jerem ah prophesied the death of Hanani ah, and in
the seventh nonth his death proved the words of the prophet true. p
44, Para. 1, [270T].

God had said that his people should be saved, that the yoke he would
| ay upon them should be light, if they subnitted unconplainingly to his
pl an. Their servitude was represented by the yoke of wood, easily



borne. But resistance would be met with correspondi ng severity,
represented by the yoke of iron. God designed to hold the king of
Babyl on in check that there should be no |oss of |ife nor galling
oppression. But by scorning his warning and commands they brought upon
thensel ves the full vigor of bondage. It was far nore agreeable to the
people to receive the message of the false prophet, who predicted
prosperity. Therefore they received the counsel which pleased them
best. It wounded their pride to have their sins brought continually
before their eyes; they would nuch rather put them out of sight. They
were in such noral darkness that they did not realize the enormty of
their guilt, nor appreciate the nmessages of reproof and warning given
them of God. p. 44, Para. 2, [270T].

Had they had a proper sense of their disobedience, they would have
acknow edged the justice of the Lord's course, and recogni zed the
authority of his prophet. God entreated themto repent that he m ght
spare them humliation, and that a people called by his nane should not
become tributary to a heathen nation; but they scoffed at his counse
and went after false prophets. p. 44, Para. 3, [270T].

The Lord then conmanded Jerem ah to wite letters to the captains,

el ders, priests, prophets, and all the people who had been taken as
captives to Babylon, bidding themnot to be deluded into believing
their deliverance nigh, but to quietly submit to their captors, quietly
pursue their avocations, and make for thensel ves peaceful hones anong
their conquerors. He bade themnot to allow their prophets or diviners
to deceive themwith fal se expectations. But the Lord assured them by
the words of Jereniah that after seventy years of bondage they shoul d
be delivered and return to Jerusalem He would listen to their prayers
and give themhis favor when they turned to himwith all their hearts.

"And | will be found of you, saith the Lord; and | will turn away your
captivity, and I will gather you fromall the nations, and fromall the
pl aces whither | have driven you, saith the Lord; and | will bring you

again into the place whence | caused you to be carried away captive."
p. 45, Para. 1, [270T].

Wth what tender conpassion did God informhis captive people in
regard to his plans for Israel. He knew what suffering and di saster

t hey woul d experience, were they led to believe that they should
speedily be delivered from bondage and brought back to Jerusal em
according to the prediction of the false prophets. He knew that this
belief would nake their position a very difficult one. Any
denonstration of insurrection upon their part would have awakened t he
vigilance and severity of the king, and their |iberty would have been
restricted in consequence. He desired themto quietly subnit to their
fate and meke their servitude as pleasant as possible. p. 45, Para. 2,
[270T].

There were two other fal se prophets, Ahab and Zedeki ah, who prophesied
lies in the nane of the Lord. These nen professed to be holy teachers,
but their lives were corrupt, and they were slaves to the pleasures of
sin. The prophet of God had condemmed the evil course of these nmen, and
war ned them of their danger; but instead of repenting and reformng,
they were angry with the faithful reprover of their sins, and sought to
thwart his work by stirring us the people to disbelieve his words, and
act contrary to the counsel of God, in the matter of subjecting
t henmsel ves to the king of Babylon. The Lord testified through Jerem ah



that these fal se prophets should be delivered into the hands of the
ki ng of Babylon and slain before his eyes, all of which prediction was
fulfilled in good tinme. p. 46, Para. 1, [270T].

O her false prophets arose to sow confusion anong the people, by
turning them away from obeying the divine commands gi ven through
Jerem ah; but God's judgnents were pronounced agai nst themin
consequence of their grievous sin of bringing rebellion against him
p. 46, Para. 2, [270T].

Just such nen rise in these days and breed confusion and rebellion
among t he peopl e who profess to obey the | aw of God. But just as
certainly as divine judgnent was visited upon the fal se prophets, just
so surely will these evil workers receive their full measure of
retribution; for the Lord has not changed. Those who prophesy lies
encourage nmen to | ook upon sin as a small matter. When the terrible
results of their crimes are made nmanifest, they seek, if possible, to
make the one who has faithfully warned them responsible for their
difficulties, even as the Jews charged Jerem ah with their evi
fortunes. p. 46, Para. 3, [270T].

Those who pursue a course of rebellion against the Lord can al ways
find fal se prophets who will justify themin their acts and flatter
themto their destruction. Lying words often make many friends, as in
the case of Ahab and Zedeki ah. These fal se prophets, in their pretended
zeal for God, found many nore believers and followers than the true
prophet who delivered the sinple nmessage of the Lord. p. 47, Para. 1,
[270T].

God commanded Jerem ah to gather the Rechabites into the house of the
Lord, into one of the chanbers, and set wine before them and invite
themto drink. Jeremi ah did as the Lord commanded him "But they said,

We will drink no wine; for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father
commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your
sons, forever." p. 47, Para. 2, [270T1].

"Then came the word of the Lord unto Jerem ah, saying, Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Go and tell the men of Judah and the
i nhabitants of Jerusalem WII ye not receive instruction to hearken to
my words? saith the Lord. The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that
he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this
day they drink none, but obey their father's conmandnment.' p. 47,

Para. 3, [270T1].

Here God contrasts the obedi ence of the Rechabites with the
di sobedi ence and rebellion of his people who will not receive his words
of reproof and warni ng. The Rechabites obeyed the comandnent of their
father, and refused to be enticed into transgression of his

requi renments. But Israel refuses to hearken unto ne, saith the Lord,
"notwi thstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaki ng; but
ye hearkened not unto nme. p. 48, Para. 1, [270T].

"I have sent also unto you all ny servants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them saying, Return ye now every man from his evi
way, and anmend your doi ngs, and go not after other gods to serve them
and ye shall dwell in the land which | have given to you and to your
fathers; but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto ne.



Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have perforned the
conmandnent of their father, which he comanded theny but this people
hath not hearkened unto me: Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts,
the God of Israel: Behold, | will bring upon Judah and upon all the

i nhabitants of Jerusalemall the evil that | have pronounced agai nst
them because | have spoken unto them but they have not heard; and
have call ed unto them but they have not answered. p. 48, Para. 2,
[270T].

"And Jerenmi ah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Because ye have obeyed the
conmmandnents of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and
done according unto all that he hath commanded you; therefore thus
saith the Lord of hosts, The God of Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab

shall not want a man to stand before ne forever." p. 49, Para. 1,
[270T1].
The Rechabites were commended for their ready and willing obedience,

while God's people refused to be reproved by their prophets. "Because
have spoken unto them and they have not heard; but | have called unto
them and they have not answered,” for this God pronounced judgnent

agai nst them Jerem ah repeated the words of commendation fromthe Lord
to the faithful Rechabites, and pronounced bl essings upon themin his
nanme. Thus God taught, his people that faithful ness and obedi ence of
his requirenents would be refl ected back upon themin bl essings, as the
Rechabi tes were bl essed for their obedience to their father's command.
p. 49, Para. 2, [270T].

If the directions of a good and wi se father, who took the best and
nost effectual neans to secure his posterity against the evil of
i ntenperance, were to be strictly obeyed, in as much greater reverence
should God's authority be held as he is holier than man. He is our
Creator and Commander, infinite in power and terrible judgment. In
mercy he enploys a variety of neans to bring men to see and repent of
their sins. If they will continue to disregard the reproofs he sends
them and act contrary to his declared will, ruin nmust follow, for
God' s people are kept in prosperity only by his mercy, through the care
of his heavenly nessengers. He will not uphold and guard a peopl e who
di sregard his counsel and despise his reproofs. p. 49, Para. 3,
[270T].

Jerem ah was al ready deprived of his |iberty because he woul d obey God
and give to the king and ot hers occupyi ng responsi ble positions in

I srael, the words of warning which he had received fromthe mouth of
God. The Israelites would not accept these reproofs, nor allow their
course to be questioned. They had mani fested great anger and contenpt
at the words of rebuke and the judgnents which were predicted to cone
upon themif they continued in rebellion against the Lord. Although

| srael would not hear the words of divine counsel, it did not make that
word of | ess effect, neither did God cease to reprove and threaten with
hi s di spl easure and his judgnents those who refused to obey his

requi renents. p. 50, Para. 1, [270T].

The Lord directed Jereni ah saying, "Take thee a roll of a book, and
write therein all the words that | have spoken unto thee agai nst

I srael, and agai nst Judah, and against all the nations, fromthe day I
spake unto thee, fromthe days of Josiah, even unto this day. It may be



that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which | purpose to do
unto them that they may return every man fromhis evil way; that | may
forgive their iniquity and their sin." p. 50, Para. 2, [270T].

Here the Lord is shown as reluctant to give up his sinning people. And
| est Israel had so far neglected his reproofs and warnings as to |et
them pass fromtheir nmenory, he delays his judgnments upon them and
gives thema full rehearsal of their disobedi ence and aggravating sins
fromthe days of Josiah down to their own tinme, and of the judgnments he
had pronounced in consequence of their transgression. Thus they had
anot her opportunity to see their iniquity and repent. In this we see
that God does not delight in afflicting his people. But with a cure
whi ch surpasses that of a pitying father for a wayward child, he
entreats his wandering people to return to their allegiance. p. 51
Para. 1, [270T1].

The prophet Jeremniah, in obedience to the commands of God, dictated
the words that the Lord gave himto Baruch his scribe, who wote them
upon a roll. (See Jer. 36:4.) It was a reproof of the many sins of
I srael and a warning of the consequences that would follow a
conti nuance of their evil course. It was an earnest appeal for themto
renounce their sins. After it was witten, Jerem ah, who was a
pri soner, sent his scribe to read the roll to all the people who had
assenbled "in the Lord's house upon the fasting day." Said the prophet,
"It may be they will present their supplication before the Lord, and
will return every one fromhis evil way; for great is the anger and the
fury that the Lord hath pronounced against this people.” p. 51, Para.
2, [270r1].

The scri be obeyed the prophet, and the roll was read before all the
peopl e of Judah. But this was not all; he was sumoned to read it
before the princes. They listened with great interest, and fear was
st anped upon their faces as they questioned Baruch concerning the
nmysterious witing. They promised to tell the king all they had heard
in regard to himand his people, but counseled the scribe to hide
hi nsel f, as they feared that the king would reject the testinmony God
had gi ven through Jerem ah, and seek to slay not only the prophet, but
his scribe. p. 52, Para. 1, [270T].

When the king was told by the princes of what Baruch had read, he

i medi ately ordered the roll brought and read to him But instead of
heeding its warnings, and trenbling at the danger of hinself and his
people, in a frenzy of rage he flung it into the fire, notw thstanding
certain ones who were high in his confidence had begged himnot to burn
it. Then the wath of this w cked nonarch rose agai nst Jerem ah and his
scribe, and he forthwith sent for themto be taken, "but the Lord hid

them" After the king had burned the sacred roll, the work of God cane
to Jerem ah, saying, "Take thee again another roll, and wite in it al
the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king

of Judah, hath burned. And thou shalt say to Jehoi aki m ki ng of Judah
Thus saith the Lord: Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Wy hast thou
written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and
destroy this I and, and shall cause to cease fromthence man and beast ?"
p. 52, Para. 2, [270T].

A nerciful God had graciously warned the people for their good. "It
may be," said the conpassionate Creator, "that the house of Judah will



hear all the evil which | purpose to do unto them that they may return
every man fromhis evil way; that | may forgive their iniquity and
their sin." p. 53, Para. 1, [270T].

God pities the blindness and perversity of man; he sends light to
their darkened understanding in reproof and threatenings which are
designed to make the nost exalted feel their ignorance and depl ore
their errors. He would cause the self-conplacent to feel dissatisfied
with their attainnents and seek greater blessings by closer connection
wi th Heaven. p. 53, Para. 2, [270T].

God's plan is not to send nessengers who will please and flatter
sinners, he delivers no nessages of peace to lull the unsanctified into
carnal security. But he |ays heavy burdens upon the conscience of the
wrong-doer, and pierces his soul with sharp arrows of conviction. The
m ni stering angels present to himthe fearful judgnments of God to
deepen the sense of his great need and pronpt the agonizing cry "what
shall | do to be saved?" The very hand that hunbles to the dust,
rebukes sin, and puts pride and anmbition to shame, lifts up the
penitent, stricken one, and inquires with deepest synpathy, "Wat wlt
thou that I shall do unto thee?" p. 53, Para. 3, [270T].

When man has sinned against a holy and nmerciful God, there is no
course for himto pursue so noble, as to sincerely repent and confess
his errors in tears and bitterness of soul. This God requires of him
and will accept of nothing less than a broken heart and a contrite
spirit. p. 54, Para. 1, [270T].

But the king and his lords, in their arrogance and pride, refused the
invitation of God to return; they would not heed this warning and
repent. This gracious opportunity was their last. God had decl ared that
if they refused to hear his voice he would inflict upon themfearfu
retribution. They did refuse to hear, and he pronounced his judgnent
upon Israel; and visited with his special wath the man who had proudly
lifted hinself up against the Alm ghty. p. 54, Para. 2, [270T].

"Therefore thus saith the Lord of Jehoi aki m ki ng of Judah: He shal
have none to sit upon the throne of David; and his dead body shall be
cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night of the frost. And

wi Il punish himand his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and
will bring upon them and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem and upon
the nmen of Judah, all the evil that | have pronounced agai nst them but
t hey hearkened not." p. 54, Para. 3, [270T].

The burning of the roll was not the end of the matter. The witten
words were nore easily disposed of than the reproof and warning which
they contained, and the swi ft-com ng puni shnent whi ch God had
pronounced agai nst rebellious Israel. But even the witten roll was
reproduced at the command of the Lord. The words of the Infinite were
not to be destroyed. "Then took Jerem ah another roll, and gave it to
Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wote therein fromthe nouth
of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoi aki m ki ng of Judah had
burned in the fire; and there were added besides unto them many |ike
words." p. 55, Para. 1, [270T1].

God does not send judgnents upon his people wi thout first giving them
warning to repent. He will use every neans to bring them back to



obedi ence, and does not visit their iniquity with judgnents until he
has given them anpl e opportunity to repent. The wath of nman sought to
prevent the |abors of the prophet of God by depriving himof his
liberty. But God can speak to nmen through prison walls, and even

i ncrease the usefulness of his servants, through the very means by
which their persecutors seek to limt their influence. p. 55 Para. 2,
[270T].

Many now despise the faithful reproof given of God in testinony. | was
shown that sonme in these days have even gone so far as to burn the
written words of rebuke and warning, as did the w cked king of I|srael

But opposition to God's threatenings will not hinder their execution.
To defy the words of the Lord, spoken through his chosen instrunents,
will only provoke his anger, and eventually bring certain ruin upon the

of fender. Indignation often kindles in the heart of the sinner against
t he agent whom God chooses to deliver his reproofs. It has ever been
thus; and the sane spirit exists today that persecuted and inprisoned
Jerem ah for obeying the word of the Lord. p. 55, Para. 3, [270T1].

VWhile nen will not heed repeated warnings, they are pleased with fal se
teachers who flatter their vanity and strengthen their iniquity, but
who will fail to help themin the day of trouble. God's chosen servants

shoul d meet with courage and patience whatever trials and sufferings
befall them through reproach, neglect or msrepresentations, because
they faithfully discharge the duty God has given themto do. They
shoul d renmenber that the prophets of old and the Saviour of the world
al so endured abuse and persecution for the Wrd's sake. They nust
expect to nmeet just such opposition as was mani fested by the burning of
the roll that was witten by the dictation of God. p. 56, Para. 1
[270T].

The Lord is fitting a people for Heaven. The defects of character, the
stubborn will, the selfish idolatry, the indul gence of faultfinding,
hatred and contention, provoke the wath of God, and nust be put away
from hi s commandnent - keepi ng people. Those living in these sins are
decei ved and blinded by the wiles of Satan. They think they are in the
i ght when they are groping in darkness. God will send reproof and
warning to his people as long as they continue upon earth. There are
mur murers anong us now even as there were nurnurers in ancient |srael
Those who encourage nen in rebellion by their unwi se synpathy for them
when their self-love is smarting beneath nmerited reproof, are not the
friends of God the great Reprover. p. 56, Para. 2, [270T1].

They who valiantly take their position on the right side, who
encourage subnission to God's revealed will, and strengthen others in
their efforts to put away their wong-doings, are the true friends of
the Lord, who, in love, is trying to correct the errors of his people,
that he may wash them and cl eanse them from every defilenent, and fit
them for his holy kingdom p. 57, Para. 1, [270T].

Zedeki ah succeeded Jehoiakim in reigning at Jerusal em But neither
the new king, nor his court, nor the people of the | and hearkened to
the words of the Lord, spoken through Jerem ah. The Chal deans conmenced
the siege against Jerusalem but were diverted for a time to turn their
arnms agai nst the Egyptians. Zedeki ah sent a nmessenger to Jerem ah
asking himto pray to the God of Israel in their behalf; but the
prophet's fearful answer was that the Chal dean arnmy would return and



destroy the city. Thus the Lord showed them how i npossible it is for
men to avert divine judgnment. "Thus saith the Lord: Deceive not
your sel ves, saying, The Chal deans shall surely depart fromus; for they
shall not depart. For though ye had smitten the whole arny of the

Chal deans that fight against you, and there remmi ned but wounded nen
anong them vyet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn
this city with fire." p. 57, Para. 2, [270T1].

Jerem ah considered his work done and attenpted to | eave the city, but
was prevented by a son of one of the fal se prophets, who reported that
he was about to join the eneny. Jerem ah denied the |ying charge, but
neverthel ess he was brought back. The princes were ready to believe the
son of the fal se prophet, because they hated Jerem ah. They seened to
think that he had brought upon themthe calamty which he had
predicted. In their wath they snote himand inprisoned him p. 58,
Para. 1, [270T1].

After he had remained in the dungeon many days, Zedekiah, the king,
sent for himand asked himsecretly if there was any word fromthe
Lord. Jerem ah again repeated his warning that the nation would be
delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. p. 58, Para. 2,
[270T].

"Moreover Jerem ah said unto king Zedeki ah, What have | offended

agai nst thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye
have put ne in prison? Where are now your prophets which prophesied
unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come agai nst you, nor
against this |and? Therefore hear now, | pray thee, Ony lord the king:
et my supplication, | pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou
cause nme not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest | die
there. Then Zedeki ah the king conmanded that they should conmt
Jerem ah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him
daily a piece of bread out of the baker's street, until all the bread
in the city were spent. Thus Jerenmiah renmained in the court of the
prison." p. 58, Para. 3, [270T].

The wi cked king dared not openly manifest any faith in Jerem ah; but
his fear drove himto seek information of him Yet he was too weak to
brave the di sapprobation of his nobles and the people, by submitting to
the will of God, as declared by the prophet. At last, nen in authority,
who were enraged because Jerem ah persisted in prophesying evil, went
to the king and told himthat as |ong as the prophet |ived, he would
not cease to predict calamty. They urged that he was an eneny to the
nati on, and his words had weakened the hands of the people and brought
m sfortune upon them They wanted himput to death. p. 59, Para. 1,
[270T].

The cowardly king knew these charges were false, but in order to
propitiate those who occupied high and influential positions in the
nation, he feigned to believe their fal sehoods, and gave Jerem ah into
their hands to do with as they pleased. Accordingly the prophet was
taken and cast "into the dungeon of Ml chiah the son of Hanmel ech, that
was in the court of the prison; and they |let down Jerem ah with cords.
And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire; so Jerem ah sunk in
the mire." But God raised up friends for him who besought the king in
hi s behal f, and had him again renoved to the court of the prison. p.
59, Para. 2, [270T].



Once nore the king sent privately for Jerem ah, and bade him
faithfully relate the purpose of God towards Jerusalem "Then Jerem ah
said unto Zedekiah, If | declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put
nme to death? and if | give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto nme?
So Zedeki ah the king sware secretly unto Jerem ah, saying, As the Lord
liveth, that nade us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither
will | give thee into the hand of these nmen that seek thy life." Then
Jerem ah again sounded the Lord's note of warning in the ears of the
king. Said he, "Thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the CGod of
Israel: If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon's
princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned
with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house. p. 60, Para. 1,
[270T].

"But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then
shalt this city be given into the hands of the Chal deans, and they
shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand.
And Zedeki ah the king said unto Jeremiah, | amafraid of the Jews that
are fallen to the Chal deans, lest they deliver ne into their hand, and
t hey nock nme. But Jeremnmiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, |
beseech thee, the voice of the Lord, which I speak unto thee; so it
shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shall live." p. 60, Para. 2,
[270T].

Here was exhi bited the | ong-suffering nercy of God. Even at that late
hour, if there was submi ssion to his requirenents, the |ives of the
peopl e woul d be spared, and the city saved from conflagration. But the
ki ng thought he had gone too far to retract. He was afraid of the Jews,
afraid of becom ng a subject of ridicule, afraid for his life. It was
too humliating, at that |late day, to say to the people: "I accept the
word of the Lord, as spoken through his prophet Jerem ah. | dare not
venture to war agai nst the eneny, in the face of all these warnings."
p. 61, Para. 1, [270T].

Jerem ah, with tears, entreated the king to save hinself and his
people. Wth anguish of spirit he assured himthat he could not escape
with his life, and that all his possessions would fall to the king of
Babyl on. He could save the city if he would. But he had started upon
the wong track and would not retract. He decided to foll ow the counse
of false prophets, and nen whom he really despi sed, and who ridicul ed
hi s weakness of character in yielding so readily to their w shes. He
yi el ded the noble freedom of his manhood to becone a cringing slave to
public opinion. While he had no fixed purpose of evil, he also had no
resolution to stand boldly for the right. Wile he was convicted of the
truth, as spoken by Jerem ah, he had not noral stami na to obey his
counsel, but advanced steadily in the wong direction. p. 61, Para. 2,
[270T].

He was even too weak to be willing that his courtiers and people
shoul d know that he had held a conference with the prophet, so far had
the fear of man taken possession of his soul. If this cowardly ruler

had stood bravely before his people and declared that he believed the
words of the prophet, already half-fulfilled, what desol ation m ght

have been averted. He should have said, "I will obey the Lord and save
the city fromutter ruin. | dare not disregard the commands of God for
the fear or favor of nmen. | love the truth, | hate sin. I will follow



t he counsel of the M ghty One of Israel."” p. 62, Para. 1, [270T].

Then the people woul d have respected his courageous spirit, those who
were wavering between faith and unbelief would have taken a firm stand
for the right. The very fearl essness and justice of this course would
have inspired his subjects with admration and loyalty. He would have
had anpl e support. Israel would have been spared the untold woe of fire
and carnage and fam ne. p. 62, Para. 2, [270T].

But the weakness of Zedekiah was a crinme for which he paid a fearfu
penalty. The eneny swept down |ike a resistless aval anche, and
devastated the city. The Hebrew arm es were beaten back in confusion
The nation was conquered. Zedeki ah was taken prisoner, and his sons
were slain before his sight. Then he was | ed away from Jerusal em a
captive, hearing the shrieks of his wetched people, and the roaring of
the flames that were devouring their hones. \When he arrived at Babyl on
his eyes were put out and he perished m serably. This was the
puni shment of unbelief and followi ng ungodly counsel. p. 62, Para. 3,
[270T].

There are many fal se prophets in these days, to whom sin does not
appear specially repulsive. They conplain that the peace of the people
is unnecessarily disturbed by the reproofs and warni ngs of God's
messengers. As for themthey lull the souls of sinners into a fata
ease by their snmooth and deceitful teachings. Ancient |Israel was thus
charnmed by the flattering nessages of the corrupt priests. Their
predi ction of prosperity was nmore pleasing than the nmessage of the true
prophet who counsel ed repentance and subnission. p. 63, Para. 1
[270T].

The servants of God should mani fest a tender, conpassionate spirit,
and show to all that they are not actuated by any personal npbtives, in
their dealings with the people, nor take delight in giving nessages of
wrath in the name of the Lord. But they nmust never flinch from pointing
out the sins that are corrupting the professed people of God, nor cease
striving to influence themto turn fromtheir errors and obey the Lord.
p. 63, Para. 2, [270T].

Those who seek to cloak sin and nake it appear |ess aggravating to the
m nd of the offender, are doing the work of the false prophets, and may
expect the retributive wath of God to foll ow such a course. The Lord
wi |l never accommdate his ways to the w shes of corrupt nmen. The false
prophet condemmed Jerem ah for afflicting the people with his severe
denunci ati ons. Therefore he sought to re-assure them by prom sing them
prosperity, thinking that the poor people should not be continually
rem nded of their sins, and threatened with puni shment. This course
strengthened the people to resist the true prophet's counsel, and
intensified their enmty towards him p. 64, Para. 1, [270T].

God has no synpathy with the evil-doer. He gives no one liberty to

gl oss over the sins of his people, nor cry Peace, peace! when he has
decl ared there shall be no peace for the wi cked. Those who stir up
rebel li on against the servants whom God sends to deliver his nessages,
are rebelling against the word of the Lord. p. 64, Para. 2, [270T].

Testinmony G ven Jan. 5, 1875. p. 65, Para. 1, [270T].



The followi ng testinony, given in ny last vision, | wote in ny tent
bet ween the services of the Vernmont Canp-Meeting, August, 1875. It sets
forth the condition of things at B--- C---- in January, 1875.

Devel opnents during the following summer fully justified the apparent
severity of the testinmony. In Septenber | read portions of it to that
church, and a great work commenced under our | abors, yet, for the
benefit of that church and others, | give the testinmony in this hunble
work. p. 65, Para. 2, [270T1].

Darkness is getting the control where only the Spirit of God should
rule. But few who were engaged in the work realized the necessity of
personal effort and individual responsibility in whatever departnent
they occupied. Few felt the sacredness of the work in which they were
engaged. They regarded it as upon a common |evel with ordinary
enterprises. p. 65, Para. 3, [270T1].

Sel fi shness predomi nated with nany, who should know that a Iife of
self-sacrificing love is a life of peace and liberty. Those who seek
happi ness by gratifying thensel ves and | ooking out mainly for their own
interests are on the wong track to secure happi ness even upon the
earth. Whoever is unfaithful in the least of his duties, is unfaithfu
in much. If he neglects to faithfully performthe small tasks devol ving
upon him he proves hinself incapable of bearing weightier
responsi bilities, and indicates that he is not whol ehearted in the
wor k, and does not have an eye single to the glory of God. p. 65,

Para. 4, [270T1].

Some are ready to define the duties that belong to others, and realize
the full inportance of their responsibilities, but fail to readily
perceive their own. Personal fidelity and individual responsibility is
needed in the Health Institute especially, and in the Ofice, the
church and school. |f each one connected with these institutions were
listening eagerly to hear what Jesus directed themto do, instead of
turning to ask what this man or that man shall do, we should w tness a
great change in every departnent of the work. |If the | anguage of each
heart was, | nust listen to Christ's teachings and obey his voice, no
one can do ny work for ne, the attention of others can never repair mnmy
negl i gence, then we m ght see the cause of God advancing as it has
never done before. p. 66, Para. 1, [270T].

It is this holding back, waiting for others to do, that brings
spiritual feebleness. To reserve one's energies is a sure way to | essen
them Jesus requires inplicit obedience and willing subm ssion from all
his servants. There nust be no halting or self-indulgence in the
service of Christ. There is no concord between Christ and Belial. What
a lack of devotion to the work of God, what a want of care-taking has

t here been at B---- C---. p. 66, Para. 2, [270T].

The heart of W--- B---- has not been devoted to God. He has
capabilities and talents for which he nust render an account to the
great G ver of all. H's heart has been unconsecrated and his life

unworthy of his profession. Yet he has been closely connected with the
sacred work of God for nmore than a score of years. Wat |ight he has
had, what privileges! He has enjoyed the rarest opportunities to
devel op a substantial Christian character. The words of Christ when he
wept over Jerusalem are applicable to him "Oh, that thou hadst known,
even thou, the things that belong unto thy peace, but now they are



hi dden fromthine eyes." W---, the retribution of God hangs over you,

because "thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.”™ p. 66, Para. 3,
[270T1].
B---- S---- is of the same cast of mnd, but not so thoroughly

selfish. Both are |overs of pleasure nore than | overs of God. Their
course is entirely inconsistent with the Christian |ife. They | ack
stability, sobriety, and devotion to God. Wth B---- S---- the work of
grace is altogether too superficial. He desires to be a Christian but
does not strive to nmaintain the victory over self and act up to his
convictions of right and wong. Deeds, not idle words and enpty
intentions, are acceptable to God. p. 67, Para. 1, [270T].

W--- B----, you have heard the Wrd of God in reproofs, in counsels,
in warnings, as well as in entreaties of |love. But hearing is not
enough. "Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves." It is easy to be borne along by the current, and to cry,
Hosannah! with the nultitude; but in the calmof every-day |ife, when
there is no special excitenent or exaltation, then cones the test of
true Christianity. It is then that your heart becones cold, and your
zeal abates, and religious exercises becones distasteful to you. p.
67, Para. 2, [270T].

You positively neglect to do the will of God. "Ye are," says Christ,
"nmy friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you. This is the condition

i mposed, this is the test that proves nen's characters. Feelings are

of ten deceiving, enotions are no sure safe-guard, for they are variable
and subject to external circunmstances. Many are deluded by relying on
sensational inpressions. \What are you doing for Christ, that is the
guestion? What sacrifices are you maki ng? What victories are you

gai ning? A selfish spirit overcone, a tenptation to neglect duty

resi sted, passion subdued, and willing, cheerful obedience rendered to
the will of Christ, is far greater evidence that you are a child of God
than spasnodic piety and enotional religion. p. 68, Para. 1, [270T].

You have both been averse to reproof; it has ever awakened

di saffection and murnuring in your hearts agai nst your best friend, who
has ever sought to do you good, and whom you have every reason to
respect. You have separated yourselves fromhim and thereby vexed the
Spirit of God, by rising up against the words he has given his servants
to speak in regard to your course. You have not listened to those
adnoni ti ons, and have thus rejected the Spirit of God and turned it
fromyour hearts, and have becone careless and indifferent in your
deportnment. p. 68, Para. 2, [270T1].

Bro. W---, you should have gai ned a val uabl e experience during the
many years you have been bl essed by the great |ight God has pernitted
to shine upon your pathway. | heard a voice saying in reference to you,

"It is an unfruitful tree, why should its fruitless branches shadow t he
space that a fruitful tree m ght occupy? Cut it down, for why cunbereth
it the ground?" Then | heard the pleading tones of Mercy's sweet voice,
saying, "Spare it a little longer; | will dig about its roots, | wll
prune it. Gve it one nore trial; if it fails to be fruitful then, you
may cut it down." So a little longer probation is granted the
unproductive tree, a little longer time for the barren life to blossom
and bear fruit. WIIl the opportunity given be inproved? WIIl the
war ni ngs of God's Spirit be heeded? The words of Jesus in regard to



Jerusalem after she had slighted the salvation graciously offered by
her Redeener, are also, in substance, spoken unto you: "Oh, Jerusal em
Jerusal em how often would | have gathered thy children together, as a
hen gathereth her brood under her wi ngs, and ye would not." Chri st

pl ead, he invited, but his | ove was unrequited by the people he cane to
save. You have done no better in your day than did the poor, self-

decei ved and blinded Jews in theirs. You m ght have inproved your

bl essed privileges and opportunities, and perfected Christian
character, but your heart has been rebellious and you "would not"
hunmbl e yourself to be properly converted and live in obedience to God's
requi rements. p. 69, Para. 1, [270T].

The unreconcil ed feelings and nmurnmurings whi ch have been expressed by
sonme, have al so been festering in your soul, although you have not
dared to speak out plainly to the same effect. It would have been
better for the Ofice and all concerned, had you been separated fromit
years ago. The nore |ight you have had, the nore privileges you have
enjoyed, the less sincerity and righteousness have you nmanifested. Your
heart has been hedged about wi th warni ngs and counsels, and have had
t he strongest evidence that God was in this work and that his voice was
speaking to you, yet you have slighted and rejected sol enm reproofs,
and gone on your own selfish, willful way. p. 70, Para. 1, [270T].

Soneti nes your fears have been aroused, but still you have never

reali zed your wetched spiritual condition, and absol ute danger. You
have repeatedly fallen back again into the same state of indifference
and sel fishness. Your repentance has never gone deep enough to perfect
a thorough reformation. You have had a surface work, but not the entire
transformati on necessary to bring you into acceptance with God. "He
that followeth me," says Christ, "shall not walk in darkness." Through
the greater part of your professed Christian |ife you have wal ked in
dar kness because you failed to connect with Heaven and receive the pure
light of God's Spirit. p. 70, Para. 2, [270T1].

If you were in daily commnion with the Lord, and cultivated a | ove
for souls, you would grow out of self and becone an earnest worker in
the vineyard of the Lord. You would perceive how the faithfu
performance of the duties would preserve you fromself-|love and
gratification. You have not been diligent and sought to gain an
advanced experience every day. You should be at this tinme a trusty man
in any position of responsibility, but selfishness has nmarked the
performance of everything you have set your hand to do. You have been
Wi se in your own conceit, but have failed to gain w sdom from nmany
years' experience. p. 71, Para. 1, [270T].

B---- S---- has been vain. He m ght have noved steadily forward,
growi ng in grace, but the external appearance has seened to himnore

i mportant than the inward adorning, even the garnent of a nmeek and
quiet spirit, which God accounts of great val ue. Unbelievers, who have
been engaged in the Ofice, but have not had the light of present truth
as you have had, neverthel ess have been far nore faithful and
consci entious than either of you whom | am addressing. p. 71, Para. 2,
[270T1].

If you had been diligently gathering with Christ, sone of these would
now be with us in the truth. But your lives were a stumbling-block to
them God | ooks upon those unbelievers with greater pity and favor than



upon those who believe the truth yet deny himin their works. That
belief that is |aid aside when convenient, put on and off like a
garnment, is not the religion of Christ, but a spurious article that
will not bear the tests even of this world. p. 71, Para. 3, [270T].

True religion is ever distinctly seen in our words and deportnment and
in every act of life. Religion should never be divorced from busi ness
with the followers of Christ. They should go hand in hand, and God's
commandnents shoul d be strictly regarded in all the details of worldly
matters. The know edge that we are children of God should give a high
tone of character even to the every-day duties of |ife, nmaking us not
slothful in business, but fervent in spirit. Such a religion as this
bears the scrutiny of a critical world with a grand consci ousness of
integrity. p. 72, Para. 1, [270T].

Every workman in the O fice should consider hinself as God's steward,
and should do his work with exactness and faithful vigilance. The
constant inquiry should be, "lIs this in accordance with the will of
God? WII this please ny Redeener?" Bible religion elevates the reason
until Christ is blended with all the thoughts. Every action, every word
and every nonent of our lives should bear the inpress of our holy
faith. The end of all things is at hand and we have no tinme to be idle
or to live in pleasure, at cross-purposes with God. p. 72, Para. 2,
[270T].

The Lord will not be trifled with. Those who neglect his nercies and
bl essings in this day of opportunities will bring inpenetrabl e darkness
upon themsel ves, and be candi dates for the wath of God. Sodom and
Gonorrah were visited with the curse of the Alm ghty, for their sins
and iniquities. There are those in our day who have equally abused the
nmercies of God and slighted his warnings. It will be nore tolerable for
Sodom and Gonmorrah in the Day of Judgnment, than for those who bear the
name of Christ yet dishonor himby living unconsecrated |lives. This
class are laying up for thenselves a fearful retribution, when God in
his wath shall visit themwth his judgnents. p. 73, Para. 1, [270T].

Si nners who have not had the light and privil eges of Seventh-day
Adventists, will be in a nore favorable position before God, in their

i gnorance, than those who have been unfaithful while in close
connection with his work, professing to | ove and serve him The tears
of Christ upon the nmount cane from an angui shed, breaking heart because
of his unrequited love and the ingratitude of his chosen people. He had
| abored untiringly to save themfromthe fate that they seened
deternmined to bring upon thenselves. But they refused his nmercy, and
knew not the tine of their visitation. Their day of privilege was

endi ng, yet they were so blinded by sin that they knew it not. p. 73,
Para. 2, [270T].

Jesus | ooked down through the centuries, even to the close of tine,
and, taking in the cases of all who had and would repay his |ove and
adnmonitions with sel fishness and negl ect, addressed to themthose
sol etm words declaring that they knew not the time of their visitation.
The Jews were gathering over themthe dark clouds of retribution, and
many today, in |ike manner, are draw ng upon thenselves the wath of
God, because of opportunities unheeded, the counsels and | ove of Jesus
scorned, and his servants despised and hated for speaking the truth.

p. 73, Para. 3, [270T].



There is no place on the face of the earth where so great a light has
been granted, as at B---- C----. Even Jerusalem of old was not nore
greatly favored with the beans of Heaven's |ight shining upon the way
that her people should tread. Yet they have failed to walk in the ful
radi ance of the light, by faithful obedience, serving God night and
day. A sickly, dwarfed religion is the result of neglecting to follow
the revealed light of the Spirit of the Lord. Energy and | ove increase
as we exercise them and the Christian graces can only devel op by
careful cultivation. p. 74, Para. 1, [270T].

The state of many in B---- C--- is truly alarnm ng, especially is this
the case with a majority of the youth. Fanmilies have noved to the place
with the understanding that they were not to burden the church, but to
be a help to it. Wth a considerabl e nunber the result has been quite
the contrary. The neglect of parents to properly discipline their
children, has been a fruitful source of evil in many fanmlies. The
yout h have not been restrained, as they should have been. Parents have
neglected to follow the directions of the Word of God in this matter
and the children have taken the reins of government in their own hands.
The consequence has been that they have generally succeeded in ruling
their parents, instead of being under their authority. p. 74, Para. 2,
[270T].

The parents are blind to the true state of their children, who have
entirely succeeded in deceiving them But those who have | ost the
control of their children are not pleased when others seek to contro
them or point out their defects for the purpose of correcting them
The cause of God has been retarded in B---- C---, by parents bringing
their unruly and undisciplined children into this |arge church. Many
are living in constant neglect of their duty to bring up their children
in the nurture and adnonition of the Lord, yet these very ones have
nost to say concerning the wi ckedness of the youth in B---- C----, when
it is the wong exanple and evil influence of their own children that
has denpralized the young people with whomthey have associated. p
75, Para. 1, [270T].

Such families have brought upon this church its heavi est burdens. They
come with fal se ideas. They seemto expect the church to be faultless,
and that it will take the responsibility of making their children
Christians, those very children whomthey, as parents, are unable to
control or keep within bounds. They throw thensel ves upon the church, a
terrible and crushing weight. They m ght be of some help if they would
yield their selfishness and strive to honor God, and try to repair the
nm st akes they have nade in their lives. p. 75, Para. 2, [270T1].

But they do no such thing, they hold thensel ves al oof, ready to
criticise the lack of spirituality in the church, whose greatest
calanmty is the nunbering anong its menbers too many |i ke thensel ves,
dead wei ghts, persons whose hearts and |lives are unconsecrated and
whose course is all wong. The institutions |located at B---- C---- have
carried along too many di seased and |ifeless bodies for their own
prosperity and spiritual vitality. p. 76, Para. 1, [270T].

The church is suffering for want of unselfish Christian workers. |f
all those who are as a rule, unable to resist tenptation, and are too
weak to stand al one, would remain away fromB---- C----, there would be



much purer spiritual atnosphere in that place. Those who |ive upon the
husks of others failings and deficiencies, and who gather to thensel ves
t he unwhol esome mi asma of their neighbor's neglects and shortcom ngs,
meki ng t hensel ves church scavengers, are no advantage to the society of
which they forma part, but are an actual burden to the community upon
which they inflict thenselves. p. 76, Para. 2, [270T1].

The church is in need, not of burdens, but earnest workers, not fault-
finders, but builders in Zion. Mssionaries are really needed at the
great heart of the work. Men who will keep the fort, men who will be
true as steel to preserve the honor of those whom God has placed at the
head of his work, men who will do their utnost to sustain the cause in
all its departnents, even at the sacrifice of their own interests and
lives if need be. p. 76, Para. 3, [270T].

But | was shown that there are but few who have the truth wought in
their very souls, who can bear the searching test of God. There are
many who have taken hold of the truth, but the truth has not taken hold
of them to transformtheir hearts and cl eanse them from al
sel fishness. There are those who cone to B---- C---- to help in the
work, as well as many of the old nenmbers, who have a fearful account to
render to God for the hinderance they have been to the work through
their self-love and unconsecrated lives. p. 77, Para. 1, [270T1].

Rel i gion has no saving virtue if the characters of those professing it
do not correspond with their profession. God has graciously given great
light to his people in B---- C---, but Satan has his work to
acconplish, and he brings his power to bear strongest at the great
heart of the work. He seizes nen and wonen who are selfish and
unconsecrated, and makes of them sentinels to watch the faithfu
servants of God, and question their words, their actions and their
notives, to find fault and nmurnur at their reproofs and warni ngs.
Through them he creates suspicion and jeal ousy and seeks to weaken the
courage of the faithful, to please the unsanctified and turn to naught
the | abors of God's servants. p. 77, Para. 2, [270T].

Sat an has had great power over the mnds of parents through their
undi sci plined children. The sin of parental neglect stands narked

agai nst many Sabbat h- keepi ng parents. The spirit of gossip and tale-
bearing is one of Satan's special agents to sow discord and strife, to
separate friends and undermne the faith of many in the truthful ness of
our position. Brethren and sisters are too ready to talk of the faults
and errors that they think exists in others, and especially those who
have borne unflinchingly the nmessages of reproof and warning given them
of God. p. 78, Para. 1, [270T].

The children of these conplainers listen with open ears, and receive

t he poison of disaffection. Parents are thus blindly closing the
avenues through which the hearts of their children m ght be reached.
How many fam |ies season their daily neals with doubt and questioni ngs?
They di ssect the characters of the their friends and serve themup as a
dai nty dessert. A precious bit of slander is passed around the board,
to be comented upon, not only by adults but by children. In this God

i s dishonored. Jesus has said, "Inasnuch as ye have done this to the

| east of these ny brethren, ye have done it unto ne." Therefore Chri st
is slighted and abused by those who slander his servants. p. 78, Para.
2, [270r1].



The nanes of God's chosen servants have been handled with di srespect,
and in sone cases with absolute contenpt, by certain persons whose duty
it should be to uphold them What a work are these parents doing in
maki ng infidels of their children even in their chil dhood! These
children have not failed to hear the disrespectful remarks of their
parents in reference to the sol emm reproofs and warni ngs of God's
servants. They have understood the scornful jests and deprecatory
speeches that fromtime to tine have net their ears and tended to bring
sacred and eternal interests on a level with the common affairs of the
world in their mnds. p. 78, Para. 3, [270T].

This is the way that children are taught to be irreverent and to rebel
agai nst Heaven's reproof of sin. Spiritual declension can but prevai
where such evils exist. These very fathers and nothers are blinded by
the enemy to nmarvel why their children are so inclined to unbelief and
to doubt the truth of the Bible. They wonder that they are so difficult
to reach by noral and religious influences. Had they spiritual eye-
sight they would at once discover that this deplorable condition of
things is the result of their own home influence, the offspring of
their jealousy and distrust. Thus many infidels are educated in the
famly circle of professed Christians. p. 79, Para. 1, [270T].

There are many who find a special enjoynent in discoursing and
dwel I'i ng upon the defects, whether real or imaginary, of those who bear
the heavy responsibilities in connection with the institutions of God.
They overl ook the good that has been acconplished, the benefits that
have resulted from arduous | abor and unflinching devotion to the cause,
and fasten their attention upon sonme apparent m stake, some matter
that, after it has been done and the consequences have foll owed, they
fancy coul d have been done in a better manner with fairer results. Wen
the truth is, had they been left to do the work, they would either have
refused to nove at all under the attendi ng di scouragenents of the case,
or woul d have managed nore indiscreetly than those who did the work,
following the opening to God's providence. p. 79, Para. 2, [270T1].

But these unruly talkers will fasten upon the nore disagreeable
features of the work, even as the lichen clings to the roughness of the
rock. These persons are spiritually dwarfed by continually dwelling
upon the failings and faults of others. They are norally incapabl e of
di scerni ng good and nobl e actions, unselfish endeavors, true heroism
and self-sacrifice. They are not becom ng nobler and loftier in their
lives and hopes, nore generous and broad in their ideas and plans. They
are not cultivating that charity that should characterize the
Christian's life. They are degenerating every day, they are becom ng
narrower in their prejudices and views. Littleness is their element,
and the atnosphere that surrounds themis poi sonous to peace and
happi ness. p. 80, Para. 1, [270T].

The great sin of B---- C---- is neglecting to cherish the |[ight which
God has given them through his servants. Said Christ to his apostles,
"He that receiveth whonmsoever | send, receiveth me; and he that
receiveth me receiveth himthat sent ne." Here it is made plain that
those who reject the nmessages of God's servants, reject not only the
Son, but also the Father. p. 81, Para. 1, [270T].

Agai n he says, "But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive



you not, go your ways out into the streets of the sane, and say, Even
the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do w pe off

agai nst you; notwi thstandi ng, be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of
God is come nigh unto you. But | say unto you, that it shall be nore
tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that city. We unto thee,
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the m ghty works had been
done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great
while ago repented, sitting is sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be
nore tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the Judgnent, than for you. And
t hou, Capernaum which are exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust down to
hell. He that heareth you heareth ne, and he that despiseth you

despi seth nme, and he that despiseth ne despiseth himthat sent me." p.
81, Para. 2, [270T].

How awful |y solemm are these words! How i nportant that we shoul d not
be found rejecting the warnings and adnonitions that God delivers
through his hunble instrunents; for in slighting the |ight brought by
his messengers, we slight the Saviour of the world, and the King of
G ory. Many are running this terrible risk and bringing upon thensel ves
t he condemmation of God. The Almighty will not be trifled with nor
allow his voice to be disregarded with inmpunity. p. 81, Para. 3,
[270T].

Brn. L---- and G--- did not bring that relief to the cause at B----
C---- that they should have brought. Had they both taken hold hunbly,
in the fear of God, and persevered in well-doing both in the church and
O fice, they would have been a great blessing to the work of God. Had
they felt their accountability to God for the training and discipline
of their children, they would have been worthy exanples to others.
These children needed not only the education acquired at school, but
they need hone training that their nental and noral powers should be
devel oped in due proportion, each having its required exercise. The
physi cal nental and spiritual capabilities should be devel oped in order
to forma properly balanced character. p. 82, Para. 1, [270T].

Chi |l dren shoul d be watched, guarded, and disciplined in order to
successfully acconplish this. It requires skill and patient effort to
nmoul d the young in the right manner. Certain evil tendencies are to be
carefully restrained and tenderly rebuked, the mind is to be stinulated
in favor of the right. The child should be encouraged in attenpting to
govern self, and all this is to be done judiciously, or the very
purpose desired is frustrated. p. 82, Para. 2, [270T].

Parents may well inquire, "Who is sufficient for these things?" CGod
alone is the sufficiency, and if they | eave himout of the question,
seeking not his aid and counsel, hopel ess indeed is the task of the
parents. p. 83, Para. 1, [270T].

But, by prayer, and study of the Bible, by earnest zeal on their part,
they may succeed nobly in this inportant duty, and be repaid an
hundred-fold for all their time and care. But gossiping and anxiety for
the external appearance has taken the precious tinme that should have
been devoted to prayer and the seeking of w sdom and strength from God
to fulfill their npst sacred trusts. Parents who are wi se unto
salvation, will so order their surroundings that they will be favorable
to the formation of correct characters in their children. This is
al nrost always in their power. The source of wi sdomis open from which



they may draw all necessary knowl edge in this direction. p. 83, Para.
2, [270r1].

The Bi bl e should be their text-book, a volume rich in instruction. If
they train their children according to its precepts, they not only set
their young feet in the right path, but they educate thenselves in
their nost holy duties. I|npressions nmade upon the m nds of the young
are hard to efface. How i nportant then that these inpressions should be
of the right sort, bending the elastic faculties of youth in the right
direction. p. 83, Para. 3, [270T].

Certain parents have come to B---- C---- with their children and
dropped theminto the church, as if they resigned fromthence forth al
responsibility of their nmoral and religious training. Brother and
sister L. and brother and sister G have made a decided failure in
disciplining their children, as well as in properly regulating
t hensel ves. Their children have gloried in their freedomto do as they
pl eased. They have been rel eased from hone responsibilities and have
despised restraint. p. 84, Para. 1, [270T].

A life of useful ness appears to themlike a life of drudgery. Lax
government at hone has unfitted them for any position, and, as a

nat ural consequence, they have rebell ed against school discipline.
Their conpl ai nts have been received and credited by their parents, who,
in synpathizing with their imginary troubles, have encouraged their
children in wong-doing. These parents have in nmany instances believed
positive untruths that have been foisted upon them by their deceiving
children. A few such cases of unruly and di ssenbling children would do
much towards breaking down all authority in the school and denoralizing
the young people of our church. p. 84, Para. 2, [270T].

There is perfect order in Heaven, perfect concord and agreement. |f
parents so neglect to bring their children under proper authority here,
how can they hope that they will be considered fit conpanions for the
holy angels in a world of peace and harnony. |ndul gent parents who
justify their children in their wong-doing are thereby creating an
el enment that will bring discord into society and subvert the authority
of both school and church. p. 84, Para. 3, [270T].

Chi I dren need wat chful care and gui dance as never before, for Satan is
striving to gain the control of their mnds and hearts, and driving out
the Spirit of God. The fearful state of the youth of this age
constitutes one of the strongest signs that we are living in the |ast
days. But the ruin of many may be traced directly to the wong
managenment of the parents. The spirit of nmurnuring agai nst reproof has
been taking root and is bearing fruit of insubordination. Wile the
parents are not pleased with the characters their children are
devel oping, they fail to see the errors that make them what they are.

p. 85, Para. 1, [270T].

Eli renmonstrated with his sons, but did not act pronptly in
restraining them The ease-loving, affectionate father was warned of
God that retribution would follow his neglect, but even then he did not
feel the inportance of at once putting the disgusting evil away from
I srael. He should have taken pronpt neasures hinself, but instead of
this he, with remarkabl e subm ssion, says, "Let the Lord do as seeneth
hi m good."” If he had been aroused to the full guilt of his neglect,



I srael mght have been saved fromthe humlity of defeat, and the ark
of God would not have fallen into the eneny's hands. p. 85, Para. 2,
[270T1].

God condenmns the negligence that dallies with sin and crine, and the
insensibility that is slowto detect its baleful presence in the
fam lies of professed Christians. He holds parents accountable, in a
great degree, for the faults and follies of their offspring. God
visited with his curse, not only the sons of Eli, but Eli hinmself, and
this fearful exanple should be a warning to the parents of this tine.
p. 86, Para. 1, [270T].

As | | ooked upon the perilous situation of our youth, and was shown
how i ndi fferent the parents were to their welfare, nmy heart was sick
and faint, angels were troubled and wept with grief. The youth are
passing into the world and into the hands of Satan. They are beconi ng
| ess susceptible to the sweet influences of the grace of God, bolder
and nore defiant, with increasing disrespect for eternal interests.
saw Satan planting his banner in the households of those who profess to
be God's chosen ones; but they who are walking in the |ight should be
able to discern the difference between the bl ack banner of the
adversary and the bl ood stained standard of Jesus Christ. p. 86, Para.
2, [270T1].

Chi |l dren shoul d be taught by precept and exanple. Parents should neet
this grave responsibility with fear and trenbling. Fervent prayers
shoul d be offered by them for divine strength and gui dance in this
task. In many fanilies the seeds of vanity and selfishness are sown in
the hearts of the children al nost during babyhood. Their little cunning
sayi ngs and doi ngs are comrented upon and praised in their presence,
and repeated with exaggerations to others. The little ones take note of
this and swell with self-inportance, they presume to interrupt
conversation and becone forward and i npudent. Flattery and i ndul gence
fosters their vanity and willfulness, until the youngest not
unfrequently rules the whole famly, father and nother included. p.
86, Para. 3, [270T].

The disposition formed by this sort of training cannot be |aid aside
as the child matures to riper judgment. It grows with his growth, and
what m ght have appeared cunning in the baby, beconmes contenptible and
wi cked in the man and wonman. They seek to rule over their associates,
and if any refuse to yield to their w shes, they consider thenselves
aggrieved and insulted. This is because they have been indul ged to
their injury in youth instead of being taught the self-denial necessary
to bear the hardships and toils of life. p. 87, Para. 1, [270T].

Parents frequently pet and indul ge their young children because it
appears easier to manage themin that way. It is snmoother work to |et
them have their own way than to check the unruly inclinations that rise
so strongly in their breasts. Yet this course is cowardly, it is a

wi cked thing thus to shirk responsibility, for the time will cone when
these children, whose inclinations, unchecked, have strengthened into
absolute vices, will bring reproach and di sgrace upon thensel ves and

their famlies. They go out into busy life, unprepared for its
tenptati ons not strong enough to endure perplexities and troubles,
passi onate, overbearing, undisciplined, they seek to bend others to
their will, and, failing in this, consider themselves ill-used by the



world, and turn against it. p. 87, Para. 2, [270T].

The | essons of chil dhood, good or bad, are not |earned in vain
Character is developed in youth for good or evil. At home there may be
prai se and false flattery. In the world each stands on his own nerits.
The panpered ones, to whomall hone authority has yielded, are there
daily subjected to nortification by being obliged to yield to others.
Many are even then taught their true places by these practical |essons
of life. By rebuffs and di sappoi ntnents and pl ain | anguage fromtheir
superiors, they often find their true level, and are hunbled to
understand and accept their proper places. But this is a severe and
unnecessary ordeal for themto pass, and could be prevented by proper
training in their youth. p. 88, Para. 1, [270T].

The majority of these ill-disciplined ones go through |ife at cross-
purposes with the world, making a failure where they should have
succeeded. They grow to feel that the world owes them a grudge, because
it does not flatter and caress them and they take revenge by holding a
grudge against the world, and bidding it defiance. Circunstances
sonmetinmes oblige themto affect a humlity they do not feel, but it
does not fit themw th a natural grace, and their true characters are
sure to be exposed sooner or later. p. 88, Para. 2, [270T].

If such persons have fam lies of their own, they becone arbitrary
rulers at hone, and display there the selfish and unreasonable
di sposition they are forced to partially conceal fromthe outside
worl d. Their dependents feel to the utnost all the faults of their
early training. Wiy will parents educate their children in such a
manner as to be at war with those who are brought in contact with them
p. 89, Para. 1, [270T].

Their religious experience is noul ded by the education of their
chi | dhood. The sad trials, which prove so dangerous to the prosperity
of a church, and which cause the unbelieving to stunble and turn away
wi th doubt and dissatisfaction, usually arise froman unsubdued and
rebellious spirit, the off-spring of parental indulgence in early
youth. p. 89, Para. 2, [270T].

How many |ives are wecked, how many crinmes are committed under the
i nfluence of a quick-rising passion, that mnm ght have been checked in
chi | dhood, when the m nd was inpressible, and the heart easily
i nfluenced for right and was subject to a fond mother's will.
Inefficient training of children Iies at the foundation of a vast
anount of noral wetchedness. p. 89, Para. 3, [270T1].

Chil dren who are allowed to have their own way are not happy. The
unsubdued heart has not within itself the elements of rest and
contentnment. The mind and heart nust be disciplined and brought under
proper restraint, in order for the character to harnonize with the w se
| aws that govern our being. Restlessness and discontent are the fruits
of indul gence and sel fishness. The soil of the heart, |like a garden
wi || produce weeds and branbl es unless the seed of precious flowers are
pl anted there and receive care and cultivation. As in visible nature,
sois it with the human soul. p. 89, Para. 4, [270T].

The youth of B---- C---- are in a startling condition. While sonme of
the church have been burdened in regard to those occupyi ng responsible



posi tions, and have been finding fault and nurnuring agai nst reproof,

i nsinuating their doubts, and gossiping of the affairs of others, their
own soul s have been enshrouded in darkness, and their children have
been | eavened with the spirit that was working upon their parents. This
di sposition is calculated to break down all restraint and authority.
God holds these parents responsible for the nmalice and rebellion of the
youth in their mdst. p. 90, Para. 1, [270T].

Sat an has succeeded wonderfully in his plans. Men of experience,
fathers of families, who manifest a headstrong defiance when their
track is crossed, show plainly that they can not or do not contro
t hemsel ves. Then how can they succeed in controlling their children
who follow in their steps, and rebel against their authority and al
ot her restraint, even as they thenselves rebel against their authority
of the church and the institutions with which they are connected. Sone
of these professed Christians have yielded thenselves into the hands of
Satan and have beconme his instrunments. They influence souls against the
truth, by exhibiting their insubordination and restless discontent.
VWi | e professing righteousness, they are flying into the face of the
Al mighty, and before they are aware of the enormity of their sin, they
have acconplished the object of the adversary. The inpression has been
made, the shadow of darkness has been cast, the arrows of Satan have
found their mark. Verily, a little |eaven has | eavened the entire | unp.
Unbel i ef creeps in, takes hold, fastens its grasp upon m nds that would
have wholly accepted the truth. p. 90, Para. 2, [270T].

Meanwhi | e these spasnodi ¢ workers for Satan, | ook innocently upon
those who have drifted into skepticism who stand unnoved under reproof
or entreaty, and go farther in unbelief than even they had dared to
venture, and flatter thenselves that they are, in conparison with these
persons, virtuous and righteous. They fail to understand that these sad
cases are the result of their own unbridled tongues and wi cked
rebellion, that these tenpted ones have fallen through their evi
i nfluence. They started the difficulty, they sowed the seeds of anarchy
and unbelief. p. 91, Para. 1, [270T].

No famly is justified in bringing children to B---- C---- who are not
under the control of their parents. If their parents have di sregarded
the Word of God in the matter of instructing and training of their
children. B---- C--- is no place for them They will only be the means
of denvoralizing the young people of that place, and bringing discord
where peace and prosperity should reign. Let such parents take up the
negl ected work of restraining and disciplining their children before
they venture to inpose themupon the church at B---- C---. p. 91,
Para. 2, [270T1].

Many are as guilty of neglect towards their children as was Eli, and
t he puni shment of God will as surely rest upon them as upon him The
case of Bro. Ingraham was a nmarked one. God's hand was stretched out in
the wath of his retribution, not only his children, but hinself. The
Word of God was plain, but its adnonitions had been tranpl ed under
foot; warnings had been given unto him reproofs adninistered, but al
wer e unheeded and the curse fell upon him It is a terrible thing to
negl ect the education of children. Not only will they be lost in
consequence, but the parents thensel ves, who have so far departed from
God as to lose all sense of their sacred responsibility, stand in a
very perilous position as regards eternal life. p. 92, Para. 1



[270T].

Fond and indul gent parents, |let me present the case of a rebellious
son as recorded in Bible history for your instruction. "If a man have a
st ubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his
father, or the voice of his nother, and that, when they have chastened
him w Il not hearken unto them then shall his father and his nother
lay hold on him and bring himout unto the elders of his city, and
unto the gate of his place; and they shall say unto the elders of his
city, this our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our
voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard. And all the men of his city
shall stone himwith stones, that he die. So shalt thou put evil away
from anong you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear." p. 92, Para. 2,
[270T].

Both the young and old who are connected with the Ofice should be

| ooked after closely, lest their influence should be such as to work
directly against the object designed by the Ofice. If there are any
enpl oyees whose influence is of a character to | ead away from God and
the truth, there should not be a nonent's question as to the disposa

of their cases. They should be separated fromthe O fice at once, for
they are scattering from Christ instead of gathering with him They are
virtually servants of Satan. p. 93, Para. 1, [270T1].

If there are young people connected with the Office who do not respect
the authority of parents, and are ungovernable at honme, despising
counsel and restraint, the curse of God will fall upon them and not
only upon them but upon the O fice, should they retain their services,
and give them farther opportunity to pervert the young with whom t hey
are brought in contact there. Those who occupy responsible positions in
the Ofice are accountable for the prevailing influence there. And if
they are indifferent to the course of the insubordinate and inpenitent
in their enploy, they becone partakers of their sin. p. 93, Para. 2,
[270T].

There has been a covering up of iniquity in B---- C---. God calls for
a different order of things. The youth connected with his work should
be select, those who will be inproved, refined and ennobl ed by being

associ ated with the cause of God. Faithful m nute-nen are needed at
every post of duty, especially at the great heart of the work. Those
who profess the truth should guard, |ike sleepless sentinels, the
interest of the cause at the Office, and sacredly guard thensel ves and
each other fromspiritual contam nation. p. 94, Para. 1, [270T1].

Those who have inbibed the spirit of independence, and cone to B----

C---- as students in our schools, thinking to do as they please in al
matters, should be quickly undecei ved and brought under proper
di sci pline. But especially should the youth residing at B---- C----, be

brought under the strictest rules, to guard their integrity and

norality. If they refuse to submt to these regulations they should be
expelled fromthe school, and cut off from association with those whom
they are denoralizing by their wong exanple. p. 94, Para. 2, [270T].

Parents living at a distance send their children to B---- C--- to
educate them feeling perfect confidence that they will there receive
the proper noral training and not be exposed to wong influences. It is
due these patrons of our school, to purify the noral atnosphere there.



A lack of propriety and a | axness of strict virtue has been devel opi ng
anong a certain class of young nen and wonen in B--- C----. Sone of
these are low in the scale of norality, and are influencing the young
students, who have been sent there froma distance, and have not the
advant ages of parental advice and protection. This should be attended
to at once for it is a matter of grave inportance. p. 94, Para. 3,
[270T].

The influence of some youth in B---- C---- is denoralizing. They seem
to think it praise-worthy to appear independent and to di srespect the
authority of their parents. Tinothy gives a faithful description of
this class of youth in these words, "This know also, that in the |ast
days perilous tinmes shall cone; for nmen shall be | overs of their own
sel ves, covetous, boasters, proud, blaspheners, disobedient to parents,
unt hankful , unholy, w thout natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highm nded, |overs of pleasures nore than |overs of
God." p. 95, Para. 1, [270T].

The influence of this class upon the youth of B---- C---- is doing
much harm Their conservation and exanple is contenptibly |Iow The
young whose norals are established and whose nminds are of an el evated
character, would find no attraction in their society and would
therefore be beyond the reach of their influence. But there are young
men and wonen who find pleasure in the conpany of just such persons.
Satan has marked success in benunbing the spiritual sensibilities of
certain mnds who have believed the truth, and clouding themw th fal se
i deas until they are unable to discern right fromwong. Then
suggestions are nade to underm ne their confidence in the chosen
servants of God, and they are led into positive unbelief. p. 95 Para.
2, [270T1].

If the young woul d choose the conpany of those whose lives are an
honor to their profession, they woul d escape many serious dangers.
Satan is constantly seeking the ruin of those who are ignorant
concerning his devices, yet feel not their special need of the prayers
and counsel of experienced and godly friends. Many of the youth who
come to B---- C---- with good resolutions to live Christian lives, fal
inwith a class of young people who take them by the hand, under the
gui se of friendship, and lead themdirectly into Satan's snare. The
eneny does not always cone as a roaring lion, he frequently appears as
an angel of light, assuming friendly airs, presenting peculiar
temptations, difficult for the inexperienced to withstand. Sonetines he
acconpl i shes his purpose of deluding the unwary, by exciting the pity
of their synpathetic natures, when he presents hinself before themas a
ri ght eous bei ng who has been persecuted without a cause. p. 96, Para.
1, [270T1].

Satan finds willing instrunents to do his work. He exercises a skil
in this direction that years of experience has perfected. He uses the
accurul ated know edge of ages to execute his nmalicious designs.

I gnorant youth play thenselves into the hands of Satan for himto use
as instrunents to lead souls to ruin. Those who yield to Satan's power
gai n no happi ness thereby. They are never contented or at rest. They
are dissatisfied, querulous and irritable, unthankful and rebellious.
Such an one is the young man now under review. But God will have nercy
upon him if he sincerely repents, and beconmes converted. Hi s sins my



be washed away by the atoning blood of Jesus. p. 96, Para. 2, [270T].

The Savi our of the world offers to the erring the gift of eterna

life. He watches for a response to his offers of |ove and forgiveness
with a nore tender conpassion than that which noves the heart of an
earthly parent to forgive a wayward, repenting, suffering son. He cries

after the wanderer, Return unto me and | will return unto you. If the
sinner still refuses to heed the voice of nmercy which calls after him
with tender, pitying love, his soul will be left in darkness. p. 97,

Para. 1, [270T].

But if he neglects the opportunity presented himand goes on in his
evil course, the wath of God will, in an unexpected nonent, break
forth upon him Those who, being often reproved, harden their hearts,
shall be suddenly destroyed, and that w thout renmedy. This young man
has made |ight of his father's authority, and despised restraint. The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom It lays at the foundation
of a proper education. Those who, having a favorable opportunity, have
failed to learn this first great |esson, are not only disqualified for
service in the cause of God, but are a positive injury to the conmmunity
in which they live. p. 97, Para. 2, [270T].

Sol onon exhorts the youth, "My son, hear the instruction of thy
father, and forsake not the |l aw of thy nother, for they shall be an
ornanent of grace unto thy head, and chai ns about thy neck. My son, if
sinners entice thee, consent thou not. Wsdomcrieth wi thout; she
uttereth her voice in the streets; she crieth in the chief place of
concourse, in the opening of the gates; in the city she uttereth her
wor ds, saying, how |l ong, ye sinple ones, will ye love sinplicity? and
the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate know edge? Turn
you at ny reproof; behold, I will pour out nmy spirit unto you, | wll
make known ny words unto you. Because | have called and ye refused; |
have stretched out ny hand and no nman regarded; but ye have set at
nought ny reproof. | also will laugh at your calamty; | will nock when
your fear coneth; when your fear coneth as desol ation, and your
destruction conmeth as a whirlw nd; when distress and angui sh conmeth
upon you. Then shall they call upon ne, but | will not answer; they
shall seek me early, but they shall not find nme. For that they hated
know edge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord. They woul d none of
my counsel; they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of
the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. For
the turning away of the sinple shall slay them and the prosperity of
fools shall destroy them But whoso hearkeneth unto nme shall dwel
safely, and shall be quiet fromfear of evil." p. 98, Para. 1, [270T].

Order should be maintained in the different institutions of our church
at B---- G ---. Insubordination should be overruled. None should be
retained in the O fice who have been instructed by Sabbat h-keepi ng
parents, and have been privileged to hear the truth, yet rebel against
its teachings. No persons should be connected with the sacred work of
God who speak lightly of it, or treat our holy faith with disrespect.
Those who have been connected with the Ofice for quite a | ength of
time, and have had anple opportunity to beconme acquainted with our
faith, yet manifest opposition to the truth, should not |onger be
retained in the Ofice. p. 99, Para. 1, [270T].

Their influence is against the truth if they continue to neglect the



light, and slight salvation. This very indifference has a chilling

i nfl uence upon the faith of others, to draw them away from God. These

i npeni tent, uninpressible ones should not occupy positions that m ght

be filled by persons who will respect the truth and yield to the

i nfluence of the Spirit of God by being so closely connected with this
sacred work. p. 99, Para. 2, [270T].

The influence of our young people in the Ofice is not what it should
be. W--- and B---- have virtually worked agai nst the cause. The

i nfluence of their conversation and deportnent has been such as to

di sgust unbelievers and turn them fromour faith and from Christ. The
young who heed not the warnings of the Word of God, and slight the
testinonies of the Spirit of God can only be a |living curse to the

O fice, and should be separated fromit. p. 99, Para. 3, [270T1].

The youth whose influence is denoralizing, should have no connection
with our college. Those who are possessed of a | ove-sick
sentimentalism and nake their attendance at school an opportunity for
courting and exchangi ng i nproper attentions, should be brought under
the cl osest restrictions. Authority must be maintained. Justice and
Mercy are twin sisters standing side by side. p. 100, Para. 1, [270T].

If no efforts are made to correct the state of things existing at B---
- C---, it will soon be a place for the encouragenent of inmorality
and dissipation. WIIl parents and those in charge of our institutions
sl eep while Satan is taking possession of the mnd of the children? God
abhors the sins that are fostered and conceal ed by the church
cherished in the Ofice, and sheltered under the paternal roof. Let
parents, and those in authority, earnestly take hold of the work and
purge this evil fromtheir mdst. p. 100, Para. 2, [270T].

W are living in the |ast days. John exclains: "We to the inhabiters
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is conme down unto you having
great wath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short tinme." Jesus
Christ is the only refuge in these perilous tinmes. Satan is at work in
secrecy and darkness. Cunningly he draws away the foll owers of Christ
fromthe cross, and brings theminto self-indul gence and w ckedness.

p. 100, Para. 3, [270T].

Vital interests are located at B---- C----, and Satan is opposed to
everything that will strengthen the cause of Christ and weaken his own
power. He is diligently laying plans to underm ne the work of God. He
never rests for a nonment when he sees that the right is gaining the
ascendancy. He has | egions of evil angels that he sends to every point
where light from Heaven is shining upon the people. Here he stations
his pickets to seize every unguarded man, wonman, or child, and pass
them over to his service. p. 101, Para. 1, [270T].

B--- C--- is the great heart of the work, and, as the human heart
throws out its living current of blood into the body, so does the
managenment of this headquarters of our church affect the whol e body of
believers. If the physical heart is healthy, the blood that is sent
fromit through the systemis also healthy; but if this fountain is
i mpure, the whol e organi sm beconmes di seased by the poison of the vita
fluid. So it is with us. If the heart of the work becones corrupt, the
whol e church, in its various branches and interests, scattered abroad
over the face of the earth, suffers in consequence. p. 101, Para. 2,



[270T].

Satan's chief work is at the headquarters of our faith. He spare no
pains to corrupt nmen in responsible positions, and persuade themto be
unfaithful to their trusts. He insinuates his suspicions and jeal ousies
in the m nds of those whose business it is to do God's work faithfully.
While God is testing and proving these hel pers, and fitting themfor
their posts, Satan is doing his utnost to deceive and allure them that
they may not only be destroyed but influence others to do wong and
injure the great work. He seeks by all the nmeans in his power to shake
the confidence of God's people in the voice of warning and reproof, by
whi ch God designs to purify the church and prosper his cause. p. 101
Para. 3, [270T].

It is Satan's plan to weaken the faith of God's people in the
testinmonies. Next follows skepticismin regard to the vital points of
our faith, the pillars of our position, then doubt as to the Holy
Scriptures, and then the downward march to perdition. Wen the
testinoni es, once believed, are doubted, and given up, Satan knows the
decei ved ones will not stop at this, but he redoubles his efforts till
he | aunches theminto open rebellion, which becones incurable and ends
in destruction. p. 102, Para. 1, [270T].

Sat an has gai ned marked advantage in B---- C----, because the people
of God have not guarded the outposts. The very nen whose | abors God has
signified he would accept if they were fully consecrated, have been the
ones to be deceived, to fail in their duties, and to prove a terrible
burden and di scouragenent, instead of the help and blessing that they
shoul d have been. These nen who were trusted to keep the fort, have
wel | nigh betrayed it into the hands of the enemy. They have opened the
gates to a wily foe who sought to destroy them p. 102, Para. 2,
[270T].

Men of experience have seen stealthy hands slipping the bolts that
Satan m ght enter, yet they have held their peace with apparent
indifference as to the results. Sone have been glad to see this, as it
seened an extenuation of their past neglect, which made it a necessity
to call for others to fill the posts of responsibility that they had
abused or neglected. This |lack of watchful ness on the part of these
newer incumbents seenmed to excuse the former for their own want of
faithful ness, pointing the fact that others were fully as derelict in
their duty. p. 103, Para. 1, [270T].

These persons do not realize that God holds themresponsible for every
advant age gained by the foe who is admtted to the fort. The desol ation
and ruin following lays at the door of the unfaithful sentinels, who,
by their neglect, beconme agents in the hands of the adversary to win
soul s to destruction. Men in responsible positions should seek wi sdom
and gui dance of God and not trust in their own judgment and know edge.
They shoul d, like Sol onon, earnestly pray for faith and |light, and he
will give themfreely of his abundant supply. p. 103, Para. 2, [270T].

God woul d have his work done intelligently, not in a hap-hazard
manner. He would have it done with faith and careful exactitude, that
he may place the sign of his approval upon it. Those who | ove him and
wal k with fear and humility before him he will bless, and gui de, and
connect themw th Heaven. If the workers rely upon himhe will give



them wi sdom and correct their infirmties, so that they will be able to
do the work of the Lord with perfection. p. 103, Para. 3, [270T].

We nust put on the arnor and be prepared to successfully resist al

the attacks of Satan. His malignity and cruel power is not sufficiently
estimated. When he finds hinself foiled upon one point, he assunes new
ground and fresh tactics, and tries again, working wonders in order to
decei ve and destroy the children of nen. The youth should be carefully
war ned agai nst his power, and patiently and prayerfully directed how to
endure the trials sure to cone upon themin this life. They should be
led to cling to the Wrd of God and give attention to counsel and
advice. p. 104, Para. 1, [270T].

Living faith in the nmerits of a crucified Redeenmer will carry them
through the fiery furnace of affliction and trial. The form of the
Fourth will be with themin the fierce heat of the furnace, which wll

not | eave even the snell of fire upon their garments. Children should
be encouraged to becone Bible students and have firmreligi ous
principles that will stand the test of the perils sure to be
experienced by all those who live upon earth during the last days, in
the closing history of the world. p. 104, Para. 2, [270T].

Epi stl e Nunber One. p. 105, Para. 1, [270T1].

The foll owing testinmony was witten Jan., 1875, and was acknow edged
by Bro. L---- to be true, and that it gave himlight and hope. p. 105,
Para. 2, [270T1].

Bro. H--- L----, you are backslidden from God. Your views of Cod's
requi renents have never been too well defined nor too strict. It is no
excuse for you to becone lax in your duties and |less vigilant because
the course of so many professed Christians is wong. You have not been
consecrated to God. You have not felt your dependence upon himto keep
you, and therefore you have been overconme and brought into the slavery
of doubt; and the bondage of unbelief has chai ned your soul. You do not
glorify God in your life. Qur faith sonetinmes | ooks to you very
questi onable. The reason of this is with yourself. In the world, truth
and fal sehood are so m xed that one is not always clearly discerned
fromthe other. But why has one who professes the truth so little
strengt h? Because he understands not his own ignorance and his own
weakness. |f he knew this, if he was distrustful of hinself, he would
feel the inportance of Divine help to preserve himfromthe wles of
the enemy. We need to be active, working Christians, unselfish in heart
and life, having an eye single to the glory of God. Oh! what wrecks of
weakness we neet everywhere! Silent lips, and fruitless lives! This,
said the angel, is because of falling under tenptation. Nothing nmars
t he peace of the soul like sinful unbelief. p. 105, Para. 3, [270T].

You should not give up in despair, thinking you nust live and die in

t he bondage of doubt and unbelief. In the Lord we have righteousness
and strength. Lean upon him through his power you may quench all the
fiery darts of the adversary, and cone off nore than conqueror. You may
still becone sanctified through the truth; or you may, if you choose,
wal k in the darkness of unbelief, |ose Heaven, and lose all. By wal king
in the light and working out the will of God, you nmay overcome your

sel fish nature. p. 106, Para. 1, [270T].



You have been ready to give of your nmeans, but have wi thheld yourself.
You have not felt called upon to nake sacrifices which would involve
care and a willingness to do any work for Christ, be it ever so hunble.
God will bring you over the ground again and again until you, with
hunbl e heart and subdued m nd, bear the test that he inflicts, and are
sanctified wholly to the service and the work of God. Then you nmay w n
imortal |ife. Wiich will you choose! God will not be trifled with. You
may be a fully devel oped man in Christ Jesus; or you nmay be a spiritua
dwarf, gaining no victories. You may |live for yourself and | ose Heaven.
WIIl you, nmy brother, choose a life of self-denial and self-sacrifice,
doi ng your work with cheerful ness and joy, perfecting Christian
character, and pressing on for the imortal reward? Christ accepts no

di vi ded service. He asks for all. It will not do to w thhold anything.
He has purchased you with an infinite price, and he requires that al
you have shall be yielded to hima willing offering. If you are fully
consecrated to himin heart and life, faith will take the place of

doubts, and confidence the place of distrust and unbelief. p. 106,
Para. 2, [270T1].

My brother, you are in positive danger through neglecting to carry out
health reformnore strictly in your own life and in your famly. Bro.
L----, your blood is inpure, and you are still corrupting and inflam ng
it by the gratification of taste. Never be betrayed into indulging in
stimulants, for this will be foll owed not only by reaction and | oss of
physi cal strength, but with benunbed intellect. Strictly tenperate
habits in eating and drinking, with firmtrust in God, will inprove
your physical, nental, and noral health. You are of a highly excitable
temperament. You have but little self-control, and frequently say and
do things under excitenent, which you afterwards regret. You should
call a determined will to your aid in the warfare against your own
i nclinations and propensities. You need to keep the avenues of your
soul open for the reception of light and truth. But when sonething
occurs to test and prove you, prejudice frequently cones in, and you
ari se at once agai nst what you deema restriction of your liberty or an
i nfri ngement upon your rights. p. 107, Para. 1, [270T].

The Word of God plainly presents this truth before us: that our
physical nature will be brought into warfare with the spiritual. The
apostl e charges us to abstain fromfleshly lusts which war against the
soul . Every perverted appetite becones a warring lust. Appetite
i ndul ged to the injury of physical strength, causes di sease of the
soul . The lust which the apostle nentions is not confined to the
violation of the seventh conmandnent, but every indul gence of the taste
whi ch | essens physical vigor is a warring lust. The apostle decl ares
that he who woul d gain special victories and nmake hi gher attainments in
ri ght eousness, nust be "tenperate in all things." Tenperance in eating
and drinking at our tables as well as the exercise of tenperance in
every other respect, is essential if we would overcone as Chri st
overcame. God has given us light not to be treated indifferently, but
to be our guide and help. p. 107, Para. 2, [270T1].

You need to cultivate self-control. The |l esson you shoul d have | earned
in your youth should be mastered now. Discipline yourself to die to

self, to bring your will in subjection to the will of Christ. A deep
and thorough conversion is essential, or you, ny dear brother, will
fail of eternal life. Your service in the cause of God must be nore

hearty, full, and thorough. You cannot perfect Christian character by



serving God when you feel inclined to do so, and neglecting it when you
pl ease. A deci ded change nmust take place in your life, and you nust
obtain a different experience fromwhat you have yet had or your
service will not be accepted of God. Qur Heavenly Father has been very
gracious to you. He has dealt tenderly with you. Sickness and di sease
canme upon you when you were unprepared to die, for you had not
perfected Christian character and had not a noral fitness for Heaven.

p. 108, Para. 1, [270T].

Satan stood by your side to afflict and destroy, that you m ght be
nunbered with the transgressors. Fervent and effectual prayer prevailed
in your behalf. Angels were sent to wait and watch about you to guard
and protect you from Satan's power and preserve your |life. God has, in
his matchl ess | ove, granted you another trial. Not because of any
goodness or virtue in you, but because of his nercy he has answered the
prayers of faith. Your probation was |engthened that you nmight have an
opportunity to redeemthe past, overcone the defects in your character
and show in your life that devotion to God which he claims from you.
You have had enotions of gratitude, but you have not experienced that
heart-felt thankful ness and becom ng humility that should have been
ki ndl ed by his unsurpassed |ove. p. 109, Para. 1, [270T].

You have not sufficiently felt your obligations to God for sparing
your life. You have, for pettish reasons of your own, excused yourself
time and again fromreligious duties which devolve upon us at all tines
and under all circunstances. Feelings of discouragenent are no apol ogy
before God for the neglect of a single duty. You are not your own, you
have been purchased by the blood of Christ. He clainms all that you are
capabl e of doing; your time and strength are not your own. p. 109,
Para. 2, [270T].

God indicated that you could be educated to act a part in his cause;
but it was necessary that your mind should be trained and disciplined
to work in harnony with the plan of God. You could gain the required
experience if you would; you had the privilege presented before you of
denyi ng your inclination, as your Saviour had given you an exanple in
his life. But you have not placed yourself in a position to |earn al
that you could and all that it was inportant for you to learn in order
to make a correct worker in the cause of God. There were some things to
reformin yourself before the Lord could use you effectually as his
instrument. p. 110, Para. 1, [270T1].

Bro. L----, it was a sacrifice for you to | eave your farm you enjoyed
your life there. You did not cone to Battle Creek from choice. You had
no know edge of the work in connection with the publishing interest.
But you was deternmined to do the best you could, and you have in nany
respects done well. But many things have arisen as stunbling-blocks in
your way. The course of Bro. A---- was wong in many respects, but you
al so did not preserve your consecration to God, you united with Bro. A-
--- in spirit, and did not stand free; you displeased God in many
thi ngs and separated your soul fromhim Satan was obtaining great
power over you, your steps had well nigh slipped, you were al nbst gone
i n unbel i ef when sickness arrested your course. It was in great mercy
that God spared you and gave you a new | ease of life. But you have not
made an entire surrender to him your stubborn will has not been
subdued and softened, you need a new conversion. You have been easily
fretted and annoyed, you have braced yourself to resist everything that



you t hought reflected upon you, your feelings have arisen like a flash
when anyt hi ng has touched your pride. Now ny dear brother, this is al
wrong. This you must overcone, or the enemy will gain the victory over
you. p. 110, Para. 2, [270T1].

You have felt sick at heart because you did not |love the work in B----
C----. You have | ooked back towards O --- for your heart is there, and
your body shoul d be where your heart is. God has been testing and
provi ng you; how have you borne the test? You needed to be planed and
polished, to have the rough and jagged points of your character
removed, that you m ght becone refined for the Kingdom of Heaven. How
hard it is for human nature to deny inclination, to | eave flattering
wor |l dl'y i nducenments and, through |ove of their Saviour and their
fell ow-men, to deny their own pleasure in order to engage nore directly
in the service of God. p. 111, Para. 1, [270T].

Bro. L----, you do not enter heart and soul into the work. You have
never made it a direct personal interest, and it is not agreeable to
you. |If you had been so disposed, you could have trained your nmnd to
better understand the work; but you have, in a manner, held al oof from
it, you have not connected yourself closely with it, and tried to
becone famliar with its various branches. p. 111, Para. 2, [270T].

You are not as social and courteous as you should be, and your cold,
unapproachabl e manner is not pleasing to God. You allow your feelings
to be easily excited. No man can properly fill a position in connection
with the work of God who is controlled by feeling and noves from
i mpul se. Your mind nmust cone in closer connection with God, and your
synpathies and interest be nore identified with those who are engaged
in his work, or you can be of no use in advancing the cause in B---- C
---. You are too independent and exclusive, you need to soften and
assimlate your disposition to the mnd and feelings of others. You
can, as a business man and as a Christian, do nuch val uabl e service for
the cause of God if you only surrender your will and your way to the
Lord. You need to be sanctified by the truth, your mnd el evated above
every personal consideration and every selfish interest. p. 112, Para.
1, [270T1].

I point you to the Iife of Jesus as a perfect pattern. His |life was
characterized by disinterested benevol ence. Precious Saviour! Wat
sacrifices has he nade for us that we should not perish but have
everlasting life!l Heaven will be cheap enough if we resign every
selfish interest to obtain it. Can we afford to have our own way and
t ake oursel ves out of the hands of God because it is nore pleasing to
our nature? God requires perfect subm ssion and perfect obedi ence.
Eternal life is worth everything to us. You nay cone in close
connection with God if you will agonize to enter into the straight
gate. p. 112, Para. 2, [270T].

You coul d never be aware of your deficiencies unless you were brought
where these deficiencies were devel oped by circunstances. You have not
felt as you should since you have cone to B---- C----. You have not
entered freely and heartily into the work and nmade it your chi ef
i nterest. You have cherished an i ndependence that could not be
mai ntai ned if you realized your true position; that you are an
apprentice, learning howto work in the very best manner for the
prosperity of God's cause, that you are a scholar, seeking to obtain



knowl edge concerning that with which you are unacquai nted. You could
have made much greater progress had you earnestly tried to serve God as
an efficient worker. p. 113, Para. 1, [270T].

You have been too reserved, you have not cone into close relation with
men engaged in the different departnents of the work, you have not been
fam liar enough to consult with them as you should and nove
under st andi ngly. You night have been a nore efficient hel per had you
done this. You have noved too nuch according to your own judgnment and
carried out your own ideas and plans. There has been a | ack of
har moni ous connection between the workers. Those who m ght have hel ped
you, have been reluctant to inpart their know edge to you on account of
this lack of famliarity on your part, and al so because you nove so
much frominpul se and feeling that they dread to approach you. p. 113,
Para. 2, [270T1].

The Savi our of the world was the adored of the angels, he was a prince
in the royal courts of Heaven. But he laid aside his glory and clothed
his divinity with humanity. He became the neek and lowy Jesus. His
riches and glory he left in Heaven, and he becane poor that we, through
hi s poverty, mght be made rich. Three years he was going fromplace to
pl ace, a honel ess wanderer. But selfish nen will repine and murmur if
called to leave their little earthly treasure for Christ's sake, or to
| abor in the work of saving souls, for whom Christ gave his precious
life. Oh, what ingratitude! No one can appreciate the bl essings of
redenption unless he feels that he can joyfully afford to nmake any and
every sacrifice for the |love of Christ. Every sacrifice made for Christ
enriches the giver, and every suffering and privation endured for his
dear sake increases the overconer's final joy in Heaven. p. 114, Para.
1, [270T1].

You know but little of real sacrifice and genuine denial of self. You
have had but |little experience in hardships and taxation of your

energi es. Your burden has been light, while others have been | oaded
down with serious responsibilities. The young man who asked Jesus what
he should do that he might have eternal |ife, was answered: "Keep the
conmandnents. " He confidently and proudly replied, "Al these have |
kept frommy youth up. What lack | yet?" Jesus |ooked pityingly upon

t he young man, he |oved him and he knew the words which he spoke woul d
separate himfrom hinself forever. Neverthel ess Jesus touches the

pl ague-spot of his soul. He says to the young nan, "Go and sell that
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven; and cone and follow nme." The young man want ed Heaven but not
enough to withdraw his affection fromhis earthly treasure. He refused
to yield to the conditions required by God in order to enter into life.
He was very sorrowful, for he had great possessions which he thought
were too valuable to exchange for eternal rewards. He had asked what he
nmust do to be saved and the answer had been given. But his worldly
heart could not nmeke the sacrifice of his wealth to become Christ's

di sciple. His decision was to give up heaven and to cling to his
earthly treasure. How many are now making the very sane deci sion which
fixed the destiny of this young man. p. 114, Para. 2, [270T].

Have we any of us an opportunity of doing sonmething for Christ, how
eagerly should we seize it and with the greatest earnestness do all we
can to be co-workers with him The very trials that task our faith nost
severely, and make it seemthat God has forsaken us, are to |ead us



nore closely to Christ, that we may lay all our burdens at his feet and
experience the peace he will give us in exchange. You need a new
conversion, to be sanctified through the truth, to become in spirit
like a little child, nmeek and hunbl e, relying wholly upon Christ as
your Redeener. Your pride and independence is closing your heart to the
bl essed i nfluence of the Spirit of God and rendering your heart as

uni npressi bl e as the hard-beaten hi ghway. p. 115, Para. 1, [270T].

You have yet to learn the great |esson of faith. Wen you surrender
yourself entirely to God, when you fall all broken upon Jesus, you will
then be rewarded by a victory, the joy of which you have never yet
experienced. As you review the past with a clear vision, you will see
that at the very tinme when |ife seened to you only a perplexity and a
burden, Jesus hinself was near you, seeking to lead you into the light.
Your Father was by your side, bending over you with unutterable |ove,
afflicting you for your good, as the refiner purifies the precious ore.
When you have thought yourself forsaken, he was near you to confort and
sustain. We seldomview Jesus as he is, and are never so ready to
receive his help as he is to help us. p. 116, Para. 1, [270T].

VWhat a victory you will gain when you learn to follow the opening
provi dences of God with grateful heart and a determi nation to live with
an eye single to his glory, in sickness or health, in abundance or
want. Self is alive and quivering at every touch. Self nust be
crucified before you can overcone in the nane of Jesus and receive the
reward of the faithful. p. 116, Para. 2, [270T].

Necessity of Harmony. p. 117, Para. 1, [270T].

The Spirit of God will not abide where there is disunion and
contention anong believers in the truth. Even if these feelings are
unexpressed they take possession of the heart and drive out the peace
and |l ove that should characterize the Christian church. They are the
result of selfishness in its fullest sense. This evil nmay take the form
of inordinate self-esteem or an undue |onging for the approbation of
others, even if it is obtained undeservedly. p. 117, Para. 2, [270T].

Sel f-exaltation nmust be renounced by those who profess to |love God and
keep his commandnents, or they need not expect to be bl essed by his
divine favor. p. 117, Para. 3, [270T].

The noral and religious influence at the Health Institute nust be

el evated in order to neet the approbation of Heaven. The indul gence of
sel fishness will surely grieve the Spirit of God fromthe place.
Physi ci ans, superintendent and hel pers should work harnoniously in the
spirit of Christ, each esteeming other better than hinself. p. 117,
Para. 4, [270T].

The apostle says, "with sone have conpassi on, making a difference.”
This difference is not to be exercised in a manner of favoritism No
countenance should be given to a spirit that inplies. "if you favor ne,
I will favor you." This is unsanctified worldly policy, which
di spl eases God. It is paying favors and admiration for the sake of
gain. It is showing a partiality for certain ones whereby we expect to
secure advantage by them It is seeking their good wll by indul gence
that we may be held in greater estimation than others fully as worthy
as ourselves. It is a hard thing to see one's own errors, but every one



shoul d realize how cruel is the spirit of envy, rivalry, distrust,
fault-finding, and dissension. p. 117, Para. 5, [270T].

We call God our Father. We claimto be children of one famly, and
when there is a disposition to | essen the respect and influence of one
another, to build up ourselves, we please the eneny and grieve H m whom
we profess to follow. The tenderness and nmercy that Jesus has reveal ed
in his ow precious life, should be an exanple to us of the manner in
whi ch we should treat our fellow beings, and especially those who are
our brothers in Christ. p. 118, Para. 1, [270T].

God is continually benefiting us, but we are too indifferent to his
favors. We have been loved with an infinite tenderness, and yet many of
us have little love for one another. We are too severe upon those we
suppose to be in error, and are very sensitive to the |east blanme or
gquestion in regard to our own course. p. 118, Para. 2, [270T1].

Hints are throwm out, and sharp criticisns of each other, but at the
same time the very ones who do this are blind to their own failings.
O hers can see their errors, but they cannot see their own m stakes. W
are daily recipients of the bounties of Heaven, and should have | oving
gratitude springing up in our hearts to God, which should cause us to
synpat hi ze with out neighbors and neke their interests our own.
Thoughts and neditati ons upon the goodness of God to us would close the
avenues of the soul to Satan's suggestions. p. 118, Para. 3, [270T].

God's love for us is proved daily, yet we are thoughtless of his
favors and indifferent to his entreaties. He seeks to inpress us with
his Spirit of tenderness, his |love and forbearance; but we scarcely
recogni ze the marks of his kindness, and have little sense of the
| esson of |love he desires us to learn. p. 119, Para. 1, [270T].

Sone, |ike Haman, forget all God's favors, because Mordecai is before
them and is not disgraced, because their hearts are filled with ennity
and hatred rather than lIove and the spirit of our dear Redeener, who
gave his precious life for his enenies. W profess to have the sane
Fat her, and are bound to the same i mortal honme, enjoy the sane sol em
faith, believe the sane testing message, and yet many are at strife
wi th each other like quarrelsome children. Some who are engaged in the
same branch of the work are at variance with one another and therefore
at variance with the spirit of Christ. p. 119, Para. 2, [270T].

The | ove of praise has corrupted many hearts. Those who have been
connected with the Health Institute have at tinmes manifested a spirit
of finding fault with the plans of others, and Satan has given them a
hol d upon the minds of others there, who have accepted these persons as
bl amel ess, while innocent people have been charged with wong. It is a
wi cked pride that delights in the vanity of one's own works, boasts of
one's excellent qualities, seeking to make others seeminferior, in
order to exalt self, claimng nore glory than the cold heart is willing
to give to God. p. 119, Para. 3, [270T].

The disciples of Christ will heed the Master's instruction. He has
bade us | ove one another even as he has |oved us. Religion is founded
upon love to God, which also | eads us to love each other. It is full of
gratitude, humlity, long-suffering. It is self-sacrificing,
forbearing, merciful and forgiving. It sanctifies the whole life, and



extends its influence over others. p. 120, Para. 1, [270T].

Those who | ove God cannot harbor hatred or envy. When the heavenly
principle of eternal love fills the heart, it will flow out to others,
not merely because favors are received of them but because love is the
principle of action, and nodifies the character, governs the inpul ses,
controls the passions, subdues enmity, and el evates and ennobl es the
affections. This love is not contracted so as nerely to include "nme and
mne," but is as broad as the world, and as high as heaven, and is in
harnmony with that of the angel workers. This | ove cherished in the sou
sweetens the entire life and sheds a refining influence on all around.
Possessing it, we can be happy, let fortune smle or frowm. If we |ove
God with all the heart we nust also |love his children. This love is the
Spirit of God. It is the heavenly adorning that gives true nobility and
dignity to the soul, and assimlates our lives to that of the Mster
No matter how nmany good qualities we nmay have, however honorabl e and
refined we may consi der ourselves, if the soul is not baptized with the
heavenly grace of love to God and one another, we are deficient in true
goodness, and unfit for Heaven, where all is love and unity. p. 120,
Para. 2, [270T].

Some who have fornerly |loved God and lived in the daily enjoynment of
his favor, are now in continual unrest. They wander in darkness and
despairing gloom This is because they are nourishing self. They are
seeking so hard to favor thensel ves that all other considerations are
swal lowed up in this. God, in his providence, has willed that no one
can secure happiness by living for hinself alone. The joy of our Lord
was in enduring toil and shame for others that they nmight reap a
benefit thereby. We are capabl e of being happy in follow ng his exanple
and living to bless our fellowmen. p. 121, Para. 1, [270T].

We are invited by our Lord to take his yoke and bear his burden. In
doing this we may be happy. In bearing our own self-inposed yoke and
carrying our own burdens, we find no rest; but in bearing the yoke of
Christ there is rest to the soul. Those who want sone great work to do
for the Master can find it just where they are, in doing good and in
being self-forgetful and self-sacrificing, remenbering others and
carrying sunshi ne wherever they go. p. 121, Para. 2, [270T].

There is great need that the pitying tenderness of Christ should be
mani fested at all tinmes and in all places, not that blind synpathy
whi ch woul d gl oss over sin and all ow God's cause to be reproached by
ill doing, but that love which is a controlling principle of the life,
which flows out naturally to others in good works, renmenbering that
Christ has said, "Inasnuch as ye have done it to the | east of these ny
brethren, ye have done it unto ne." p. 122, Para. 1, [270T].

Those at the Health Institute are engaged in a great work. During the
life of Christ the sick and afflicted were special objects of his care.
When he sent out his disciples he comm ssioned themto heal the sick as
well as to preach the gospel. When he sent forth the seventy, he
commanded themto heal the sick and next to preach that the ki ngdom of
God had cone nigh unto them Their physical health was to be first
cared for, in order that the way m ght be prepared for their minds to
be reached by those truths which the apostles were to preach. p. 122,
Para. 2, [270T].



The Savi our of the world devoted nore tine and | abor to healing the
afflicted of their mal adies, than in preaching. His last injunction to
his apostles, his representatives upon the earth, was to |ay hands on
the sick that they m ght recover. When the Master shall come, he wll
conmend those who have visited the sick and relieved the necessities of
the afflicted. p. 122, Para. 3, [270T1].

W are slowto learn the mghty influence of trifles, and their
beari ng upon the salvation of souls. Those who desire to be

m ssionaries, have at the Health Institute a large field in which to
wor k. God does not nean that any of us shall constitute a privileged
few, who shall be | ooked upon with great deference, while others are
negl ected. He was the Majesty of Heaven, yet he stooped to mnister to
the hunbl est, having no respect to persons nor station. p. 122, Para.
4, [270T].

Those who have their whole hearts in the work, will find at the Health
Institute enough to do for the Master in relieving the suffering ones
pl aced under their care. Qur Lord, after perform ng the nost
hum liating office for his disciples, reconmended themto follow his
exanple. This was to keep constantly before themthe thought that they
must not feel superior to the lowiest saint. p. 123, Para. 1, [270T].

Those who profess our exalted faith, who are keeping God's
commandnent s and expecting the soon comi ng of our Lord, should be

di stinct and separate fromthe world around them a peculiar people
zeal ous of good works. Anpng the peculiarities which should distinguish
God's people fromthe world in these last days, is their hunmlity and
meekness. "Learn of nme," says Christ, "for | ammneek and | owy of

heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls.”™ Here is the repose which
so many crave and in vain spend tinme and noney to obtain. p. 123,

Para. 2, [270T1].

I nstead of being anmbitious to be equal with, or higher than another in
honor and position, we should seek to be the hunble, faithful servants
of Christ. This spirit of self-aggrandi zenent nmade contenti on anong the
apostles even while Christ was with them They disputed who should be
greatest anong them Jesus sat down and called the twelve, and said
unto them "If any man desire to be first, the sanme shall be |ast of
all, and servant of all." p. 123, Para. 3, [270T].

When the nmother of two sons nade a request that her sons should be
especially favored, one sitting on the right hand and the other on the
left in his kingdom Jesus inpressed upon themthat the honor and glory
of his kingdomwas to be the reverse of the honor and glory of this
wor | d. Whoever woul d be great nust be a hunble minister unto others,
and who woul d be chief nust be a servant even as the Son of God was a
m ni ster and servant unto the children of nen. p. 124, Para. 1,

[270T].

Agai n, our Saviour taught his disciples not to be anxious for position
and nanme. "Be not ye called Rabbi, neither be ye called Master; but he
that is greatest anong you shall be your servant, and whosoever
exalteth hinself, shall be abased." Jesus cited the |lawer to the
sacred | aw code, given from Sinai: "Thou shalt |ove the Lord thy CGod
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mnd; and thy neighbor as thyself." He told himthat



if he did this he should enter into life. p. 124, Para. 2, [270T].

"Thy nei ghbor as thyself,"--The question arises, "Wo is ny neighbor?
H's reply is the parable of the good Samaritan, which teaches us that
any human bei ng, who needs our synpathy and our kind offices, is our
nei ghbor. The suffering and destitute of all classes are our neighbors,
and when their wants are brought to our know edge it is our duty to
relieve themas far as possible. A principle is brought out in this
parable that it would be well for the followers of Christ to adopt.
First nmeet the tenporal necessities of the needy, and relieve their
physi cal wants and sufferings, and you will then find an open avenue to
the heart, where you may plant the good seeds of virtue and religion
p. 125, Para. 1, [270T1].

In order to be happy we nust strive to attain to that character which
Christ exhibited. One marked peculiarity of Christ was his self-denia
and benevol ence. He cane not to seek his own. He went about doing good,
and this was his nmeat and drink. W may, by follow ng the exanpl e of
the Saviour, be in holy communion with Hm and in daily seeking to
imtate his character and foll ow his exanple, we shall be a blessing to
the world, and shall secure for ourselves contentment here, and eterna
reward hereafter. p. 125, Para. 2, [270T].

Epi stl e Nunmber Two. p. 126, Para. 1, [270T].

I was shown, January 3, 1875, that there was a great work to be done
for those who profess to believe the truth in California, before God
can work for them Many are flattering thenmselves that they are right
wi th God, when they have not the principles of the truth in their
hearts. This class can only be brought into working order by seeking,
with diligent, persevering earnestness, to heed the counsel of the True
Wtness. They are in a cold, formal, backslidden state. These are
addressed by the True Wtness: "I know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot; | would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou are
| ukewarm and neither cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of my nouth.
Because thou sayest, | amrich and increased with goods, and have need
of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wetched, and m serable, and
poor, and blind, and naked. | counsel thee to buy of ne gold tried in
the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest
be clothed, and that the shanme of thy nakedness do not appear; and
anoi nt thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as |
| ove | rebuke and chasten; be zeal ous, therefore, and repent." p. 126,
Para. 2, [270T1].

Bro. C----, God has clainms upon you to which you do not respond. Your
spiritual strength and growh in grace will be proportionate to the

| abor of |ove and good works which you do cheerfully for your Saviour
who has wi thheld nothing, not even his own |ife, that he m ght save
you. You have the injunction of the apostle, "Bear ye one another's
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." It is not enough to nerely
profess faith in the commandnents of God; you nust be a doer of the
work. You are a transgressor of his law. You do not |ove God with al
heart, mght, mind, and strength, neither do you live in obedience to
the |l ast six commandnents, and | ove your nei ghbor as yourself. You |ove
yourself nmore than God, and nore than your neighbor. Keeping the
commandnents of God requires nore of us than you are willing to
perform God requires of you good works, self-denial, self-sacrifice,



and devotion to the good of others, that souls, through your
instrumentality, nmay be brought to the truth. p. 126, Para. 3, [270T].

Qur good works alone will not save any of us, but we cannot be saved
wi t hout good works. And after we have done all that we can do, in the
name and strength of Jesus we are to say, "W are unprofitable
servants." W are not to think we have nade great sacrifices and should
receive great reward for our feeble services. p. 127, Para. 1, [270T1].

Sel f-righteousness and carnal security have cl osed you about as with
bands of iron. You need to be zeal ous and repent. You have been
unfortunate in synpathizing with the disaffected, whose course has been
in opposition to the work the Lord was doing through his servants upon
this coast. The wrong nen had your synpathy. Because your heart was not
right with God you did not receive the light he sent to you. You set up
your stubborn will to resist the reproof which the Lord gave to you in
| ove. You knew these things were true, but tried to close your eyes to
the true state of your case. \Wether you heed the voice of reproof and
war ni ng God has sent to you or not; whether you reform or retain your
defects of character, you will one day realize what you have | ost by
pl aci ng yourself in a defiant position, warring in spirit against the
servants of God. Your bitterness of feeling towards Eld. L---- is
astoni shing. He has endured, and sacrificed, and toiled on this coast
to do the work of God. But in your blindness, while unconsecrated in
heart and life, you have ventured to handle the servant of God, in
connection with S---- and B----, in a cruel manner. "Touch not mne
anointed," saith God, "and do ny prophets no harm" It is not a snall
matter for you to array yourself as you have done, agai nst nen whom CGod
has sent with light and truth for the people. Beware how your influence
turns souls fromthe truth which God has sent his servants to declare,
for a heavy woe hangs over you. p. 127, Para. 2, [270T].

Satan has been using you as his agent to insinuate doubts, and to
reiterate insinuations and mi srepresentations which have originated in
an unsanctified heart which God woul d have cleansed fromits pollution.
But you refused to be instructed; refused correction; rejected reproof
and followed your owmn will and way. Souls are defiled by this root of
bitterness, and are, through these questioning, murnuring ones, placed
where the testinmony of reproof which God sends will not reach them The
bl ood of these souls will be chargeable to you and to the spirits with
whom you are in harnony. God has given us, as his servants, our work
He has given us a nessage to bear to his people. For thirty years we
have been receiving the words of God and speaking themto his people.
p. 128, Para. 1, [270T].

We have trenbled at the responsibility which we have accepted with
much prayer and neditation. W have stood as CGod's anmbassadors,
beseeching souls in Christ's stead to be reconciled to God. W have
war ned of danger as God has presented before us the perils of his
people. Qur work has been given us of God. What then will be the
condition of those who refuse to hear the words which God has sent
them because they cross their track or reprove their wongs? If you
are thoroughly convinced that God has not spoken by us, why not act in
accordance with your faith and have no nore to do with a people who are
under so great a deception as this people are? If you have been noving
according to the dictates of the Spirit of God, you are right and we
are wong. God is either teaching his church, reproving their wongs



and strengthening their faith, or he is not. This work is of God, or it
is not. God does nothing in partnership with Satan. My work, for the
past years, bears the stanp of God or the stanp of the eneny. There is
no hal f-way work in the matter. The Testinonies are of the Spirit of
God, or of the devil. You are, in arraying yourself against the
servants of God, either doing a work for God, or for the devil. "By
their fruits ye shall know them" What stanp does your work bear? It
will pay to look critically at the result of your course. p. 129

Para. 1, [270T].

It is not a newthing for a man to be deluded by the arch deceiver and
array hinmself against God. Consider you course critically before you
venture to go any further in the path you are traveling. The Jews were
sel f-decei ved. They rejected the teachings of Christ; because he
exposed the secrets of their hearts and reproved their sins. They woul d
not conme to the light, fearing their deeds would be reproved. They
chose darkness rather than light. "This is the condemation," said
Christ, "that light is come into the world, and nmen | oved darkness
rather than |ight because their deeds were evil." The Jews pursued
their course of rejecting Christ until, in their self-deceived, deluded
state, they thought in crucifying himthey were doing God service. This
was the result of their refusing light. You are in danger of a simlar
deception. It will be profitable for your soul, Bro. C----, to consider
where the path which you are now traveling will end. God can do wi thout
you, but you cannot afford to do w thout God. He does not conpel any
man to believe. He sets |light before nen, and Satan presents his
darkness. While the deceiver is constantly crying, Light is here; Truth
is here, Jesus is saying, | amthe truth; | have the words of eterna
life. If any man follow me he shall not walk in darkness. God give to
us all evidence sufficient to balance our faith on the side of truth.

If we surrender to God we will choose the |ight and reject the
darkness. If we desire to nmaintain the i ndependence of the natura
heart and refuse the correction of God, we will, as did the Jews,
stubbornly carry out our purposes and our ideas in the face of the

pl ai nest evidence, and will be in danger of as great deception as cane
upon them and nmay go to as great lengths in our blind infatuation as
they did, and yet flatter ourselves that we are doing work for God. p
130, Para. 1, [270T].

Bro. C---, you will not long stand where you now are. The path you
have started upon is diverging fromthe true path, and separating you
fromthe people whom God is testing, in order to purify themfor the

final victory. You will either cone into union with this body, and
| abor earnestly to answer the prayer of Christ, or you will beconme nore
and nore unbelieving. You will question point after point of the

established faith of the body; become nore self-willed in your opinion
grow darker and darker in regard to the work of God for this tine,
until you set light for darkness, and darkness for light. p. 131
Para. 1, [270T].

Satan has great power to entangle souls by confusing the m nds of
those who do not cherish the |ight and privil eges which Providence
sends them M nds which are subnmitted to Satan's control are |ed
continually fromthe light of truth into error and darkness. |f you
gi ve Satan the | east advantage, he will claimnore, and will watch the
out posts to make the nmost of any circunstance to advantage his cause
and ruin your soul. p. 132, Para. 1, [270T].



You are, brother and sister C----, neither of you are in a safe
position. You despise reproof. Had snooth words been spoken to you,
rather than words of reproof; had you been praised and flattered, you
woul d now occupy a very different position fromwhat you do, in regard
to your belief in the Testinonies. There are those who will, in these
| ast days, cry, "Speak unto us snooth things, prophesy deceits." But
this is not ny work, God has set ne as a reprover of his people; and as
he has | aid upon ne the heavy burden, just as surely will he nake those
to whom this nmessage is given responsible for the manner which they
treat it. God will not be trifled with, and they who despise his work

will receive according to their works. | have not chosen this
unpl easant |abor for myself. It is not a work which will bring to nme
the favor or praise of men. It is a work which but few wi |l appreciate.

But they who seek to make ny | abor doubly hard by their

m srepresentations, jeal ous suspicions, and unbelief, thus creating
prejudice in the nminds of others against the testinonies God has given
me, and limting ny work, have the matter to settle with God, while
shall go forward as Provi dence and ny brethren nmay open the way before
me. | shall do what | can in the name and strength of ny Redeener. |
shall warn, and counsel, and reprove, and encourage, as the Spirit of
God dictates, whether nmen will hear, or whether they will forbear. My
duty is not to please nyself, but to do the will of ny Heavenly Father
who has given me ny work. p. 132, Para. 2, [270T1].

Christ warned his disciples, "Beware of false prophets, which cone to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wol ves. Ye
shall know them by their fruits. Do nmen gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast
into the fire. Werefore by their fruits ye shall know them" Here is a
test. Bro. need not go in uncertainly and doubt. Satan is at hand to

suggest a variety of doubts, but if you will open your eyes in faith
you will find sufficient evidence for belief. But God will never renobve
fromany man all causes for doubts. Those who love to dwell in the

at nrosphere of doubt and questioning unbelief can have the unenviabl e
privilege. God gives sufficient evidence for the candid nmnd to
believe. He who turns fromthe weight of evidence because there are a
few things which he cannot nake plain to his finite understanding, wll
be left in the cold, chilling atnosphere of unbelief and questioning
doubts, and will make shipweck of faith. Bro. C----, you have seened
to consider it a virtue to be on the side of the doubting rather than
on the side of the believing. Jesus never praised unbelief; never
conmended doubts. He gave to his nation evidences of his messiah-ship
in the mracles he wought, but there were those who considered it a
virtue to doubt, and who woul d reason these evidences away, and find
sonething in every good work to question and censure. p. 133, Para. 1,
[270T].

The centurion who desired Christ to conme and heal his servant felt
unworthy to have Jesus cone under his roof, but his faith was so strong
in the power of Christ that he entreated himto just say the word and
the work woul d be done. "When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to
themthat followed, Verily |I say unto you, | have not found so great
faith, no, not in Israel. And | say unto you, That many shall cone from



t he east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham and |saac, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of Heaven. But the children of the kingdom shal
be cast out into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou has
believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the
sel fsane hour." p. 134, Para. 1, [270T].

Here Jesus exalted faith in contrast with doubt. He showed that the
children of Israel would stunble because of their unbelief, which would
lead to the rejection of great light, and would result in their
condemation and overthrow. p. 135, Para. 1, [270T].

Thomas decl ared he woul d not believe unless he put his finger into the
prints of the nails, and thrust his hand into the side of his Lord.
Christ gave himthe evidence he desired, and then reproved his
unbel i ef ; "Because thou hast seen ne thou hast believed; blessed are
t hey who have not seen, and yet have believed." p. 135, Para. 2,
[270T1].

In this age of darkness and error, men who profess to be followers of
Christ seemto think they are at |liberty to receive or reject the
servants of the Lord at pleasure, and that they will not be called to
account for thus doing. Unbelief and darkness lead themto this. Their
sensibilities are blunted by their unbelief. They violate their
consci ences and becone untrue to their own convictions, and weaken
thensel ves in noral power. They view others in the sanme |ight with
t hemsel ves. p. 135, Para. 3, [270T].

VWhen Christ sent out the twelve he commanded them "And into

what soever city or town ye shall enter, inquire who in it is worthy,;
and there abide until ye go thence. And when ye cone into a house,
salute it. And if the house be worthy, |et you peace come upon it; but
if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. And whosoever shal
not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house
or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily | say unto you, It
shall be nore tolerable for the |Iand of Sodom and Gonorrah in the day
of Judgnent, than for that city." They were warned to beware of nen,
for they should be delivered up to the councils and scourged in the
synagogues. Men's hearts are no softer today than when Christ was upon
the earth. They will do all that is in their power to aid the great
adversary in making it as hard as possible for the servants of Christ,
just as the people did with Christ when he was upon the earth. They
wi |l scourged with the tongue of slander and fal sehood. They will
criticise, and turn against the servant of God the very efforts he is
| eading themto nmake. p. 135, Para. 4, [270T1].

They will, with their evil surm sings, see fraud and di shonesty where
all is right, and where perfect integrity exists. They lay selfish
notives to the charge of God's servants when he hinmself is |eading
them and when they would give even their own lives if God required,
and if by so doing they could advance his cause. They who have done the
| east and made the | east investnent in the cause of truth, are the nost
forward to express their unbelief in the integrity of the servants of
God who are placed in a position to bear financial responsibilities in
the great work. They who have confidence in the work of God are willing
to venture sonething for its advancenment; and their spiritua
prosperity will be in proportion to their works of faith. p. 136,



Para. 1, [270T].

God's Wrd is our standard, but how few follow it. Qur religion wll
be of but little worth to our fellownen if it is only theoretical and
not practical. The influence of the world and of selfishness is carried
about by many who profess to be following the Bible. They are |like a
cloud chilling the atnosphere in which others nove. Bro. ----, it wll
be an up-hill work for you to cultivate pure, unselfish |Iove, and
di si nterested benevol ence. You have not much experience in yielding
your opinions and ideas, and in sonetinmes giving up your own judgnent,
and bei ng guided by the counsel of others. Bro. and sister C---, you
both need to have | ess of self and nore of the grace of God. You both
need to acquire a habit of self-governnment, that your thoughts may be
brought into subjection to the Spirit of Christ. It is the grace of Cod
that you need in order that your thoughts may be disciplined to flowin
the right channel, that the words you utter may be right words, and
that your passions and appetites may be subject to the control of
reason, and the tongue be bridled against levity and unhal | owed censure
and fault-finding. "If any man offend not in word, the same is a
perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body." The greatest
triunph given to us by the religion of Christ is control over
oursel ves. Qur natural propensities nust be controlled or we can never
overcone as Christ overcane. p. 137, Para. 1, [270T1].

There are those anong the professed followers of Christ who are
spiritual dyspeptics. They are self-made invalids. Their spiritua
debility is the direct result of their own short-conings. They do not
obey the laws of God and carry out the principles of his commandnents.
They are indolent in the cause and work of God, doing nothing. But when
they think they see sonething with which they can find fault, then they
are active and zeal ous. A Christian who does not work cannot be
heal thy. Spiritual disease is the result of neglected duty. In order
for a man's faith to be strong, he nust be nuch with God in secret
prayer. How can a man's benevol ence be a blessing to himif he never
exercises it? How can we ask God to help in the conversion of souls
unl ess we are doing all in our power to bring themto the know edge of
the truth? You have brought upon yourself a debility which has made you
usel ess to yourself and to the church, and the renmedy is repentance,
confession, and reform You need noral power and the real nourishment
of the grace of God. Nothing will give sinew and bone to your piety
i ke working to advance the cause you profess to |ove, instead of
binding it. There is but one genuine cure for spiritual |aziness, and
that is, work; working for souls who need your help. Instead of
strengt heni ng souls you have been di scouragi ng and weakeni ng the hearts
and hands of those who woul d see the cause of God advance. p. 138,
Para. 1, [270T].

God has given you abilities which you can use to good account if you
will, or you can abuse to your injury and to the injury of others. You
have not realized the clains that God has upon you. p. 139, Para. 1,
[270T].

It should be ever borne in nmind that we are living in this world to
formcharacters for the next. And all our associations with our fellow
nortals should be with reference to their eternal interest, and to our
own. But if these interviews are devoted only to pleasure and to our
own selfish gratification; if we are light and trifling; if we indulge



in wong acts, we are not co-workers with God, but are decidedly
wor ki ng agai nst him The precious |lives God has given us are not to be
nmoul ded by unbelieving relatives in order to please the carnal m nd,
but to be spent in a manner which God can approve. p. 139, Para. 2,
[270T].

If Bro. B---- enjoyed the | ove of God, he would be a channel of Iight.
He has too little noral power, with strong tendencies to unbelief. He
is pitied by the heavenly angels, for he is surrounded with darkness.
Hi s ears hear words of unbelief and darkness al nost continually. He has
doubts and questioni ngs constantly thrown before him The tongue is a
world of iniquity. "The tongue can no man tane; it is an unruly evil,
full of deadly poison.” If Bro. B---- would cling to God nore firmy,
and feel that he would preserve his integrity before God even if it
cost his natural life, he would receive strength from above. If he
al l ows the darkness and unbelief that surrounds him and the doubts and
qguestioning and nuch talk, to affect his faith, he will soon be al
dar kness and doubt and unbelief, and will have no light or strength in
the truth. p. 139, Para. 3, [270T].

He need not think that, by seeking to conpronmise with his friends, who

are enbittered against our faith, he will make it easier for hinself.

If he stands forth with one purpose to obey God at any cost, he wll
have hel p and strength. God |oves and pities Bro. B----. He knows every
perplexity, every discouragenent, every bitter speech. He is acquainted
with it all. If he will lay aside his unbelief and stand in God
unnmoved, his faith will strengthen by exercise. "Now the just shal

live by faith; but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure
in him" p. 140, Para. 1, [270T].

| saw Brn. B---- and C---- in special danger of losing eternal life.
They did not see that they were standing directly in the way of the
advancenent of the work of God in ----. p. 140, Para. 2, [270T1].
When the tent-nmeeting was held in S---- the first tine we were upon

this coast, hundreds were convicted of the truth; but God knew t he

mat eri al of which that church was conposed. If souls canme out into the
truth there were none to nourish and cherish them and to |ead them
along to an elevated life. S---- was a man of an envious, fault-
finding, jealous spirit. Unless he could be first he would not do

anyt hing. He esteened hinself far higher than God esteened him A man
of his tenperanment will not, long at a tine, be in agreement with any
one, for it is his elenent to contend and array hinself in opposition
to anything that does not suit his ideas. The Lord left himto take his
own course and to mani fest what nmanner of spirit he was of. The very
same spirit he carried out in his famly he brought into the church and
sought to carry it out there. Hi s bitterness, and cruel speeches

agai nst the servants of God, are witten in the book. He will neet them
again. "He went out fromus because he was not of us.” And in no case
shoul d the church encourage himto unite with themagain, for with the
spirit he now has he would quarrel even with the angels of God. He
would wish to rule and dictate the work of the angels. No such spirit
can enter Heaven. S---- and B----, whom God frowns upon, have dared to
wi t hstand the servants of God, to malign themand to inpute to them
evil notives. They have tried to destroy the confidence of the brethren
in these workers, as well as in the Testinmonies. If the work is of Cod
t hey cannot overthrow it. Their efforts will be in vain. p. 140, Para.



3, [270T].

Bro. C----, you were in such darkness that you thought these nen were
right. You have repeated their words, and tal ked of the "one-man
power." Oh, how little you knew what you were tal king about. p. 142,
Para. 1, [270T1].

Sonme have been ready to say anything, to prefer any charge against the
servants of God, and to be jealous and fault-finding. And if they can
find any instance where they think the m nisters have spoken deci dedly,
and perhaps severely, in their zeal for the cause of God, they have
been willing to make the nost of their words, and have felt at |iberty
to cherish the nost bitter, wi cked spirit, and to charge the Lord's
servants with wong notives. Let these fault-finders ask what they
woul d have done under simlar circunstances, bearing simlar burdens.
Let them | ook, and search, and condenmm their own inpatience and
fretful ness, and when without sin thenselves |let themcast the first
stone of censure at the brethren, who are trying to get theminto
wor ki ng order. A holy God will not bring out souls to the truth, to
cone under such an influence as has existed in the church! Qur Heavenly
Father is too wise to bring souls into the truth, to be noul ded by the
i nfluence of these nen who are unconsecrated in heart and life. These
men are not in harnmony with the truth. They are not in union with the
body, but are drawing off fromthe church. They are working at cross-
purposes with those whom God is using to bring souls into the truth.

p. 142, Para. 2, [270T1].

VWho woul d nourish those who should take their stand to obey all of
God' s commandnent s? Who woul d be nursing fathers and nursing mothers to
t hose who need help and strength? Do these brethren know what they are
doi ng? They are standing directly in the way of sinners. They are
bl ocking up the way by their own wong course. The bl ood of souls wll
be on their garnents unless they repent and entirely change their
course. Do these disaffected ones think they are right, and the body of
Sabbat h- keepers del uded? "By their fruits ye shall know them" Wiomis
God bl essing, and whomis he | eading? Wo are at work for hin? who are
doi ng good in laboring to get the truth before other mnds? Do these
men think that the body will come to them and give up their experience
and their views to follow their judgnent? or will they conme unto
harnmony with the body? p. 143, Para. 1, [270T1].

Bro. C---- boasts of his independence of mnd and judgnment, while he
is blocking up the way of sinners by his own unconsecrated |ife and his
opposition to the work, in blindly warring against Christ in the

persons of his servants. Bro. C----, you are deceived in the quality of
true i ndependence. I|Independence is not obstinacy, although this is
of ten confounded with i ndependence. When Bro. C---- has formed an

opi nion and expressed it in his famly or in the church with

consi derabl e confidence and with sone publicity, he is then inclined to
make it appear that he is right by every argunent he can produce. He is
then in danger, great danger of closing his eyes, and violating his
consci ence by his persistency, for the tenptation of the eneny is
strong upon him His pride of opinion is hard to yield even in the face
of light and evidence sufficient to convince himif he would be
convinced. He thinks that if he should admt that he was wong it would
be a reflection on his judgnment and di scernment. p. 143, Para. 2,
[270T].



Bro. C----, you are in great danger of |osing your soul. You want to
have the pre-em nence. At tinmes you feel deeply if you think you are
slighted. You are not a happy man. You will not be happy if you | eave
the people of God, taking offence at plain words and facts as did nany
of the followers of Christ, because the truth spoken was too close. You

will not be a happy man, for you will take yourself with you. You are
not right; you nake trouble for yourself. Your tenperanment is your
eneny; and go where you will you will take yourself with your burden of

unhappi ness. It is an honor to confess a wong as soon as it is
di scerned. p. 144, Para. 1, [270T].

There are many matters in connection with the work of God with which
you find fault, because it is natural for you to find fault. And since
you turned your face against the light God revealed to you in regard to
yoursel f, you are fast |osing your discernnent, and are nore ready to
find fault with everything. You give your opinion with dictatoria
confidence, and treat the queries of others in regard to your opinion
as an abuse of you. True refined i ndependence never disdains to seek
counsel of the experienced and of the wise, and it treats the counse
of others with respect. p. 144, Para. 2, [270T].

Bro. C----, you nust be a converted man or you will | ose eternal life.
You cannot be a happy man until you obtain the neekness of w sdom You
and your wi fe have too | ong worked at cross-purposes. You nust |ay down
this fault-finding, these suspicions, jealousies, and unhappy
bi ckerings. The sanme spirit which is developed in your famly is
devel oped in your religious experience. Be careful how you speak of the
faults of each other in the presence of your children; and be carefu
how you |l et your spirit control you. You see only the bad and evil in
your ol dest son; you give himno credit for good qualities which
shoul d he die you woul d suddenly becone convinced he had possessed. You
have neither of you pursued a consistent course toward your son. His
faults you dwell upon and nmake apparent to himin the presence of
ot hers, and show that you have no confidence in his good traits of
character. p. 145, Para. 1, [270T].

There is a disposition in both of you to see the faults of each other
and of all others, but you are blind to your own faults and many
errors. You are both nervous, easily excited and irritated. You need
t he neekness of wisdom You cling tenaciously to your own frailties,
passi ons, and prejudices, as though if you let them go you would no
nore have happiness in this life, when they are thorns--pricking,
brui sing thorns. Jesus invites you to |ay down the yoke you have been
beari ng, which has been galling your neck, and take his yoke which is
easy, and his burden is |light. How wearisome is the |load of self-Iove,
covetousness, pride, passion, jealousy, and evil surmsing. Yet how
closely do nen clasp these curses, and are loth to give themup. Christ
under st ood how gri evous were these sel f-inposed burdens, and he invites
us to give themup. The heavy | aden and weary souls he invites to cone
to himand take his burden, which is light, in exchange for the burdens
whi ch they bind upon thenselves. He says, "Ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For ny yoke is easy and ny burden is light." The requirenments of
our Saviour are all consistent and harnonious, and, if cheerfully
borne, will bring peace and rest to the soul. p. 145, Para. 2, [270T1].

VWen Bro. C--- once takes a position on the wong side, it is not



easy for himto confess he has erred. But if he can let his wong
course pass out of his mind and pass fromthe nmenory of others, and he
can nmake sonme changes for the better w thout an open acknow edgment of
his wong, he will do so. But all these errors and unconfessed sins
stand regi stered in Heaven, and will not be blotted out until be
conplies with the direction given in the Wrd of God: "Confess your
faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye nmmy be
healed." If Bro. given us by our Lord, it is not a safe way, and wll
prove his ruin at last. This other way is ruinous to the church--
ruinous to the prosperity and happiness of his famly. He needs to
soften his heart, and to let tenderness, hunmility, and love, into his
soul . He needs to cultivate unselfish qualities. Both Bro. and sister
C---- should cultivate qualities of mnd which will make them pure
forgetful of self, and nore interested in those with whomthey are
brought in contact. There is a vein of self-love and care for self

whi ch does not increase their happiness, but brings to themgrief and
sorrow. You have a conflict with yourselves in which you al one can act
a part. You should both control the tongue, and keep many things back
to which you give utterance. p. 146, Para. 1, [270T].

The first evil is in thinking wong; then come the words which are
wrong. But you | eave undone the work of cultivating |ove, deference,
and respect for each other. Be kindly considerate of each other's
feelings, and seek to sacredly guard each other's happiness. You can do
this only in the strength and nanme of Jesus. Sister C---- has nmde
strong efforts to gain victories, but she has not had nmuch
encour agenent from her husband. |nstead of both seeking God in earnest
prayer for strength to overconme the defects in their characters, they
have been watching the course of each other, and weakeni ng thensel ves
by finding fault with the course of others. The garden of the heart has
not had attention. p. 147, Para. 1, [270T].

If Bro. C---- had received the light the Lord had sent to hi m nonths
ago, and frankly conversed with his wi fe, and both had broken their
hard hearts before the Lord, how different would be their present
state. They both slighted the words of reproof and entreaty of the
Spirit of God, and did not reformtheir lives. But closing their eyes
to the light God had sent them did not nake one of their faults |ess
grievous in the sight of God, nor lessen their responsibility. They
have hated the reproof which the Lord, in pitying tenderness, gave
them Bro. C---- has naturally a kind and tender heart, but it is
crusted over with self-love, vanity, and evil surmising. H s heart is
not callous, but he lacks nmoral power. He is a coward as soon as the
necessity i s brought before himof self-denial and self-sacrifice for
he loves hinself. To control self; to put a watch upon his words; to
acknowl edge that he has done wong or spoken wrong, is a cross which he
feels is too humliating to lift; and yet if he is ever saved this
cross nust be lifted. p. 148, Para. 1, [270T].

You both need to watch your words, for just as surely as there is not
a sentinel placed over your thoughts and actions you will discourage
one another, and nmake it a sure case that neither of you can be saved.
You both need to guard against a hasty spirit which pronpts hasty words
and actions. Resentment which is indul ged because you think you have
been m sused, is the spirit of Satan, and |l eads to great noral evil.
When you are controlled by a hasty spirit you deprive your reason for
the time of the power of regul ating your words and your conduct, while



at the sane tinme you meke yourselves responsible for all the evi
consequences. That which is done in haste and anger is not excusable.
The action is bad. You may, by a single word spoken in haste and
passion, leave a sting in the hearts of friends which may never by
forgotten. Unless you exercise self-control you will be a npbst unhappy
couple. You ascribe your unhappy life to the faults of each other, but
do this no nore. Make it a rule never to speak a word of censure to
each other, but comrend and prai se whenever you can. p. 148, Para. 2,
[270T1].

Sone thing it is a virtue to be unrestrained, and they will speak in
prai se of their outspoken habit of talking out disagreeable things
which are in the heart. They let an angry spirit exhaust itself in a
torrent of reproach and fault-finding. The nore they talk the nore
excited they become, and Satan stands by to help on the work, for it
suits him The words irritate the one to whomthey are spoken, and they
will be thrown back, giving provocation for still harder words, until a
little matter has blazed into a great flame. You both feel that you
have all the trials that you can possibly endure, and that your lives
are the nost unhappy. Resolutely comrence the work of controlling your
t houghts, your words, your actions. Wen you feel the rising of
resentment, nmeke it a rule to go by yourself and hunbly pray to God,
who will hearken to the prayer which goeth not forth fromfeigned Iips.
p. 149, Para. 1, [270T1].

Every passi on nmust be under the control of enlightened conscience.
"Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and bel oved, bowel s of
nmerci es, kindness, hunbl eness of m nd, neekness, |ongsuffering;
forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a
quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And
above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of

perfectness. And | et the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which
also ye are called in one body; and by ye thankful." p. 150, Para. 1,
[270T].

If you live upon the plan of addition, adding grace unto grace, God
will multiply unto you his grace. While you add, God multiplies. If you
cherish an habitual inpression that God sees and hears all that you do
and say, and keeps a faithful record of all your words and actions, and

that you nust neet it all, then in all you do and say you will seek to
follow the dictates of an enlightened and wakeful conscience. Your
tongue will be used to the glory of God, and will be a source of

bl essing to yourself and to others. But if you separate from God, as
you have been doi ng, take heed | est your tongue shall prove a world of
iniquity, and bring upon you fearful condemmation, for souls will be

| ost through you. p. 150, Para. 2, [270T].

The appetites of our aninmal natures ought to be kept in rigid

subj ection. These appetites were given us for inportant purposes, for
good, and not to becone the nministers of death by being perverted and
becom ng a warring lust. The appetite for tobacco, which you strengthen
by indul gence, is becoming a warring |lust against your soul. An

i ntenperate man cannot be a patient nan. The al nost inperceptible

i ndul gence of the taste will create an appetite for stronger
stimulants. If the thoughts, and passions, and appetites, are kept in
due subjection, the tongue will be controlled. p. 151, Para. 1

[270T].



Bro. C---, call to your aid noral power, and |eave the use of tobacco
forever. You have tried to hide fromothers the fact that you used
tobacco. But you did not hide the matter from God. "Cl eanse your hands
ye sinners, and purify your hearts ye doubl e-m nded. Be afflicted, and
nourn, and weep. Let your |aughter be turned to nourning, and your joy
to heavi ness. Hunbl e yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shal
[ift you up." | commend these words to you in the nanme of Jesus who has
given me ny comr ssion. Do not reject them p. 151, Para. 2, [270T1].

You woul d never have rejected the Testinobnies as you have, had your
wrong doi ngs not been reproved. You thought it would be easier to
sacrifice the Testinonies and cl ose your eyes to the |ight God has
gi ven you, than to | eave your tobacco and cease your life of levity and
joking with the unbeliever. The cleansing process involves denial and
restraint which you have not noral power to endure, therefore you think
to excuse your sins by your unbelief of the light God has sent you.
Remenber, you nmust neet all these things again, for they are witten in
the book, with all the warnings and reproofs God has committed to ne to
give to you. p. 151, Para. 3, [270T].

Bro. B---- is to be pitied, for he has naturally a defective
organi zation. His hope is small. His unbelief and doubts control his
judgment. It is in his nature to place hinmself on the side of doubting
and questioning. The only way to overcone this great evil is to

cultivate opposite traits of character. He should repress and not
cultivate unbelief. He should not express his doubts. He has no right
to thrust the defect of his character before others to cause them
sadness and di scouragenent. |If he nmust be affected with this sad evil,
unbel i ef, he should not inmbitter the happiness of others by introducing
his unbelief to chill the faith of his brethren. He is inclined to pass
over alnost everything in every discourse and exhortation from which he
m ght draw confort and encouragenent, and he picks up sonethi ng which
he thinks will afford and excuse for his questioning and criticism The
avenues of his soul are thrown open and | eft unguarded for Satan to
come in and to mould his mnd to his purposes. p. 152, Para. 1,

[270T].

I was shown that your meetings are |l osing interest because God's
Spirit does not attend them The brethren and sisters are in conplete
bondage because of these two nmen. They dare not exercise their freedom
and speak out their faith in the sinplicity of their souls, for here is
Bro. B. with his cool, severe, critical eye, watching and ready to
catch at any word which will give hima chance to exercise the
faculties of his unbelieving m nd. Between these two the Spirit of God
is grieved away fromthe nmeetings. When brethren manifest the spirit of
t he dragon, to make war upon those who believe that CGod has
conmuni cated |ight and confort to themthrough the Testinonies, it is
time for the brethren and sisters to assert their |liberty and perfect
freedom of conveni ence. God has given themlight, and it is their
privileges to cherish the light and to speak of it to strengthen and
encourage one another. Bro. B---- would confuse the mind by seeking to
make it appear that the light God has given through the Testinonies is
an addition to the Word of God. But in this he presents it in a false
light. God has seen fit in this manner to bring the minds of his people
to his Wrd, to give thema nmore clear understanding of it. p. 153,
Para. 1, [270T].



The church of ---- are grow ng weaker and weaker because of the

i nfluence whi ch has been exerted over them Not an influence to help

t hem advance, but to clog the wheels. It is the privilege of Bro. B----
to cast aside his unbelief, and to advance with the light, if he will.
If he refuses to do this, the cause of God will advance all the sane
wi thout his aid. But God designs that a change shall be nade in the
church at ----. They will either advance or retrograde. God can do nore
with six souls united, of the same mnd and of the sanme judgnment, than
with scores of men who do as Brn. B---- and C---- have been doi ng. They
have not brought angels of light with theminto the neeting, but angels
of darkness. The neetings have been unprofitable, and sonetinmes a
positive injury. God calls for these nen to cone over on the Lord's
side, and to be united with the body, or to cease hindering those who
woul d be wholly for the Lord. p. 153, Para. 2, [270T1].

The great reason why so many professed disciples of Christ fall into
grievous tenptation and nake work for repentance, is, they are
deficient in a know edge of thenselves. Here is where Peter was so

thoroughly sifted by the enemy. Here is where thousands will meke
shi pweck of faith. You do not take your wongs and errors to heart and
afflict your souls over them | entreat you to purify your souls by

obeying the truth. Connect yourselves with Heaven. And may the Lord
save you from sel f-deception. p. 154, Para. 1, [270T].

Epi stl e Nunber Three. p. 155, Para. 1, [270T].

Much respected Bro. ----, | was shown in Jan. 1875, that there are

hi ndrances in the way of the spiritual prosperity of the church. The
Spirit of God is grieved because many are not right in heart and life;
their professed faith does not harnonize with their works. The sacred
rest-day of Jehovah is not observed as it should be. Every week God is
robbed by sone infringenent upon the borders of his holy tine; and the
hours that should be devoted to prayer and neditation are given to
wor |l dly enploynments. p. 155, Para. 2, [270T].

God has given us his conmandnents, not only to believe in, but to
obey. The great Jehovah, when he had | aid the foundations of the earth,
and dressed the whole world in the garb of beauty, and filled it with
t hi ngs useful to man, when he had created all the wonders of the I and
and sea, instituted the Sabbath day and made it holy. God bl essed and
sanctified the seventh day because he rested upon it fromall his
wondr ous work of creation. The Sabbath was made for man, and God woul d
have him put by his labor on that day, as he hinmself rested after his
si x days work of creation. p. 155, Para. 3, [270T].

Those who reverence the commandnents of Jehovah, after |ight has been
given themin reference to the fourth precept of the decal ogue, will
obey it with out questioning the feasibility or conveni ence of such
obedi ence. God made man in his own image, and then gave him an exanpl e
of observing the seventh day which he sanctified and nade holy. He
desi gned that upon that day nan should worship him and engage in no
secul ar pursuits. No one who disregards the fourth commandnent, after
becom ng enli ghtened concerning the clains of the Sabbath, can be held
guiltless in the sight of God. p. 155, Para. 4, [270T].

Bro. ----, you acknow edge the requirenents of God to keep the



Sabbat h; but your works do not harnonize with your declared faith. You
gi ve your influence to the side of the unbelievers, in so far as you
transgress the |law of God. \When your tenporal circunmstances seemto
require attention, you violate the fourth commandnent wi thout
conmpunction. You make the keeping of God's |law a matter of conveni ence,
obeyi ng or di sobeying as your business or inclination indicates. This
is not honoring the Sabbath as a sacred institution. You grieve the
Spirit of God, and di shonor your Redeemer by pursuing this reckless
course. p. 156, Para. 1, [270T].

A partial observance of the Sabbath law is not accepted by the Lord,
and has a worse effect upon the minds of sinners than if you made no
prof essi on of being a Sabbat h- keeper. They perceive that your life
contradicts your belief, and lose faith in Christianity. The Lord neans
what he says, and nman cannot set aside his commands with inpunity. The
exanpl e of Adam and Eve in the garden should sufficiently warn us
agai nst any di sobedi ence of the divine law. p. 156, Para. 2, [270T].

The sin of our first parents, in listening to the specious tenptations
of the eneny, brought guilt and sorrow upon the world, and | ed the Son
of God to |eave the royal courts of Heaven and take a hunble place on
earth. He was subjected to insult, rejection and crucifixion by the
very ones he cane to bless. What infinite expense attended that
di sobedi ence in the Garden of Eden! The Majesty of Heaven was
sacrificed to save man fromthe penalty of his crime. p. 157, Para. 1,
[270T].

God will not nore lightly pass over any transgression of his | aw now
than in the day when he pronounced judgnent agai nst Adam The Savi our
of the world raises his voice in protest agai nst those who regard the
di vine commandnents with carel essness and indifference. Said he,
"Whosoever therefore shall break one of these |east commandnents, and
shall teach nen so, he shall be called the Ieast in the ki ngdom of
Heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them the sane shall be called
great in the kingdom of Heaven." p. 157, Para. 2, [270T].

The teaching of our lives is wholly for or against the truth. If your
wor ks seemto justify the transgressor in his sin, if your influence
makes |ight of breaking the comandnents of God, then your guilt rests
not only with yourself, but you are, to a certain extent, responsible
for the consequent errors of others. p. 157, Para. 3, [270T].

At the very beginning of the fourth precept, God has said "Renenber,"
knowi ng that man in the nmultitude of his cares and perplexities, would
be tenpted to excuse hinself fromneeting the full requirements of the
law;, or in the press of worldly business forget its sacred inportance.
"Si x days shalt thou | abor and do all thy work:"--meaning the usua
busi ness of life, for worldly profit or pleasure. These words are very
explicit, there can be no m stake. Brother, how dare you venture to
transgress a commandnent so solemn and inportant! Has the Lord nmde an
exception, by which you are absolved fromthe |aw he has given to the
worl d? Are your transgressions omtted fromthe book of record? Has he
agreed to excuse your disobedi ence when the nations cone before himfor
judgment? p. 157, Para. 4, [270T1].

My brother, do not for a moment deceive yourself with the thought that
your sin will not bring its nmerited punishnent. Your transgressions



will be visited with the rod, because you have had |light, yet have

wal ked directly contrary to it. "He that knoweth his master's will, and
doeth it not, shall be beaten with many stripes.” p. 158, Para. 1,
[270T].

God has given man six days in which to do his own work, and carry on
t he usual business of his life. But the Lord clainms one which he has
set apart and sanctified. He gives it to man as a day in which he may
rest fromlabor, and devote hinself to worship and the inprovenent of
his spiritual condition. What a flagrant outrage it is for nan to stea
the one sanctified day of Jehovah, and appropriate it to his own
sel fish purposes! p. 158, Para. 2, [270T].

It is the grossest presunption for nortal man to venture upon a
conprom se with the Alm ghty, in order to secure his own petty,
tenmporal interests. It is as ruthless a violation of the lawto
occasionally use the Sabbath for secular business as to entirely reject
it; for it is making the Lord's conmandnents a matter of convenience.
"I, the Lord thy God, ama jealous God," is thundered from Sinai! No
partial obedi ence, no divided interest is accepted by hi mwho decl ares
that the iniquities of the fathers shall be visited upon the children
to the third and fourth generation of themthat hate him and that he
wi |l show nercy unto thousands that |ove himand keep his commandnents.
p. 159, Para. 1, [270T1].

It is not a small matter to rob a neighbor, and great is the stigm
attached to one who is found guilty of such an act. Yet he who would
scorn to defraud his fellowman will w thout shane rob his Heavenly
Father of the time that he has bl essed and set apart for a specia
purpose. p. 159, Para. 2, [270T].

My dear brother, your works are at variance with your professed faith,
and your only excuse is the poor plea of convenience. The servants of
God in past tinmes have been called upon to lay down their lives in
vindi cation of their faith. Your course illy harnonizes with that of
the Christian martyrs who suffered hunger and thirst, torture and death
rather than renounce their religion, or yield the principles of truth.
p. 159, Para. 3, [270T].

It is witten, "What doth it profit, nmy brethren, though a man say he
hath faith, and have not works? can faith save hinP" Every tinme you put
your hands to | abor on the Sabbath day, you virtually deny your faith.
The Holy Scriptures teach us that faith without works is dead, and that
the testinony of one's life proclains to the world whether or not he is
true to the faith he professes. Your conduct |essens God's law in the
estimation of your worldly friends. It says to them "You may or may

not obey the conmandnments. | believe that the law of God is, in a
manner, bindi ng upon nen, but, after all, the Lord is not very
particular as to a strict observance of its precepts, and an occasiona
transgression is not visited with severity on his part." p. 160, Para.
1, [270T1].

Many excuse thenselves for violating the Sabbath by referring to your
exanpl e. They argue that if so good a man, who believes the seventh day
is the Sabbath, can engage in worldly enploynents on that day, if
ci rcunstances seemto require it, surely they can do so without
condemmation. Many souls will face you in the Judgment, making your



i nfluence an excuse for their disobedience of God's |aw. Although this
will be no apology for their sin, yet it will tell fearfully against
you. p. 160, Para. 2, [270T].

God has spoken, and he neans that man shall obey. He does not inquire
if it is convenient for himto do so. The Lord of Iife and glory did
not consult his convenience or pleasure when he left his station of
hi gh command to beconme a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,
accepting ignomny and death in order to deliver man fromthe
consequence of his disobedience. Jesus died, not to save man in his
sins, but fromhis sins. He is to | eave the error of his ways, to
follow the exanple of Christ, take up his cross and follow him denying
self, and obeying God at any cost. p. 160, Para. 3, [270T].

Sai d Jesus, "No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God and manmon." p. 161, Para. 1, [270T].

If we are true servants of God there should be no question in our
m nds as to whet her we shoul d obey his comandnents or follow our own
tenmporal interests. p. 161, Para. 2, [270T].

If the believers in the truth are not sustained by their faith in
these conparatively peaceful days, what will uphold them when the grand
test comes, and the decree goes forth against all those who will not
worship the i mage of the beast, and receive his nmark in their foreheads
or in their hands? This solenn period is not far off. |nstead of
becom ng weak and irresolute, the people of God should be gathering
strength and courage for the time of trouble. p. 161, Para. 3, [270T].

Jesus, our great exanple, in his life and death, taught the strictest
obedi ence. He died, the just for the unjust, the innocent for the
guilty, that the honor of God's |aw nmight be preserved and yet man not
utterly perish. Sin is the transgression of the law. If the sin of Adam
brought such inexpressi ble wetchedness, requiring the sacrifice of
God' s dear Son, what will be the punishnent of those, who, seeing the
light of truth, set at naught the fourth comandnent of the Lord? p
161, Para. 4, [270T].

Circunstances will not justify any one in working upon the Sabbath for
the sake of worldly profit. If God excuses one man, he nmmy excuse all
Wiy may not Bro. S----, who is a poor man, work upon the Sabbath to

earn neans for a livelihood when he m ght by so doing be better able to
support his fanmly? Why may not other brethren, or all of us, keep the
Sabbath only when it is convenient to do so? The voice from Sinai nmakes
answer: "Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work; but the seventh
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God." p. 162, Para. 1, [270T].

W ongs perpetrated by believers in the truth, bring great weakness
upon the church. They are stunbling-blocks in the way of sinners, and
prevent them fromcomng to the light. Brother, God calls you to cone
out fully upon his side, and |let your works show that you regard his
precepts, and keep inviolate the Sabbath. He bids you wake up to your
duty and be true to the responsibilities that devolve upon you. These
sol etTm words are addressed to you: "If thou turn away thy foot fromthe
Sabbat h, from doing thy pleasure on ny holy day; and call the Sabbath a
delight, the holy of the Lord honorable; and shalt honor him not doing



t hi ne own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words; then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the
heritage of Jacob they father; for the nmouth of the Lord hath spoken
it." p. 162, Para. 2, [270T].

Li ke many of our brethren, you are becom ng entangled with the
transgressors of God's law, viewing matters in their light and falling
into their errors. God will visit with his judgments those who are
prof essedly serving him vyet really serving mamon. They who di sregard
the Lord's express injunction in order to advantage themnsel ves, are

heapi ng future woe upon thensel ves. The church in ---- should inquire
closely if they have not, |like the Jews, nmade the tenple of God a place
of merchandise. Christ said, "My Father's house shall be called a house
of prayer, but ye have nmade it a den of thieves." p. 163, Para. 1,
[270T].

Are not many our people falling into the sin of sacrificing their
religion for the sake of worldly gain; preserving a formof piety, yet
giving all the mind to tenporal pursuits? God' s |aw nust be consi dered

first of all, and obeyed in spirit and in letter. If God' s word, spoken
in awful solemity fromthe holy nmountain, is lightly regarded, how
will the testinonies of his spirit be received? Mnds that are so

dar kened as not to recognize the authority of the Lord' s conmmndnents
given directly to man, can receive little good froma feeble instrunent
whom he has chosen to instruct his people. p. 163, Para. 2, [270T].

Your age does not excuse you from obeying the divine commands. Abraham
was sorely tested in his old age. The words of the Lord seened terrible
and uncalled for to the stricken old nman; yet he never questioned their
justice or hesitated in his obedience. He m ght have plead that he was
old and feeble, and could not sacrifice the son who was the joy of his
life. He m ght have rem nded the Lord that this commnd conflicted with
the promi ses that been given in regard to this son. But the obedience
of Abraham was wi thout a nmurnur of reproach. His trust in God was
implicit. p. 164, Para. 1, [270T].

The faith of Abraham should be our exanple; yet how few will patiently
endure a sinple test of reproof of the sins which inperil their eterna
wel fare. How few receive reproof with humlity and profit by it. God's
cl ai mupon our faith, our services, our affections, should nmeet with a
cheerful response. We are infinite debtors to the Lord, and should
unhesitatingly conply with the | east of his requirenents. To be a
commandnent - breaker it is not necessary that we should tranple upon the
whol e noral code. |If one precept is disregarded, we are transgressors
of the sacred law. And if we would be a true comrandment - keeper, we
shoul d strictly observe every requirenent that God has enjoi ned upon
us. p. 164, Para. 2, [270T].

God allow his own Son to be put to death in order to answer the
penalty of the transgression of the |law, then how will he deal with
those who, in the face of all this evidence, dare venture upon the path
of di sobedi ence, having received the light of truth? Man has no right
to question his convenience or wants in this matter. God will provide;
he who fed Elijah by the brook, meking a raven his nmessenger, wll not
suffer his faithful ones to want for food. p. 165, Para. 1, [270T].



The Savi our asked his disciples who were pressed with poverty, why
they were anxious and troubled in regard to what they should eat or how
t hey should be clothed. Said he: "Behold the fows of the air, for they
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your Heavenly
Fat her feedeth them Are you not much better than they?" He pointed to
the lovely flowers, formed and tinted by a divine hand, saying: "And
why take ye thought for rainent? Consider the lillies of the field, how
they grow, their toil not, neither do they spin; and yet | say unto
you, that even Solonon in all his glory was not arrayed |ike one of
these. Wherefore, if God so clothed the grass of the field, which today
is, and tonorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not nmuch nore clothe
you, Oye of little faith?" p. 165, Para. 2, [270T].

Where is the faith of God's people? Wiy are they so unbelieving and
di strustful of himwho provides for their wants, and uphol ds them by

his strength? The Lord will test the faith of his people; he will send
rebukes which will be followed by afflictions, if these warnings are
not heeded. He will break the fatal |ethargy of sin at any cost to

those who have departed fromtheir allegiance to him and awaken them
to their sense of duty. p. 166, Para. 1, [270T].

Brot her, your soul nust be quickened and your faith enlarged. You have
so | ong excused yourself in your disobedience, on one plea or another
that your conscience has been lulled to rest, and ceases to rem nd you
of your errors. You have so |long foll owed your own conveni ences in
regard to keeping the Sabbath, that your m nd has been rendered
uni npressi ble as to your course of disobedience; yet you are none the
| ess responsi ble, for you have brought yourself into this condition
Brot her, begin at once to obey the divine conmandnents, and trust in
God. Provoke not his wath, lest it visit you with terrible punishnent.
Return to himbefore it is too late, and find pardon for your
transgressions. He is rich and abundant in nercies, he will give you
hi s peace and approbation if you come to himin hunble faith. p. 166,
Para. 2, [270T1].

Epi stl e Nunmber Four. p. 167, Para. 1, [270T].

Dear Bro.----: | have been shown in vision that you have defects in
your character which nust be renedied. You are not right in your views
and in your feelings in regard to your wife. You do not appreciate her
She has not received words of synpathy and |ove fromyou that you
shoul d have given her. It would not have | essened the dignity of your
manhood to have praised her for the care and the burdens she bears in
the famly. p. 167, Para. 2, [270T].

You are selfish and exacting. You mark little things and tal k of snal
errors in your wife and children. In short, you seek to gauge their
consci ences by your own. In other words, you try to be conscience for
them Your wife has an identity of her own which can never be subnerged
in her husband. She has an individuality which she woul d preserve, for

she is accountable before God for herself. You cannot, Bro. ----, be
responsi bl e before God for the character your wife forns. She al one
will bear this responsibility. God is just as willing to inpress the

consci ence of your God-fearing wife as he is to inpress your conscience
for her. p. 167, Para. 3, [270T].

You expect too much of your wi fe and of your children. You censure too



much. 1f you would encourage a cheerful, happy tenper yourself, and
speak kindly and tenderly to them you would bring sunlight into your
dwel l i ng instead of clouds, and sorrow, and unhappiness. You think too
much of your opinion, and have taken positions that were extrene, and
have not been willing that your wife's judgnment should have the wei ght
it should in your famly. You have not encouraged respect for your wfe
yoursel f, nor educated your children to respect her judgnment. You have
not made her your equal, but have rather taken the reins of governnent
and control in your owmn hands and held themwith a firmgrasp. You have
not an affectionate, synpathetic disposition. These traits of character
you need to cultivate if you want to be an overconmer, and if you want
the blessing of God in your famly. p. 167, Para. 4, [270T].

You are very set and unyielding in your opinion, which makes it very
hard for your famly. You need to have your heart softened by the grace
of God. You need such love in your heart as characterized the works of
Christ. Love proceeds from God. It cannot live and flourish in the
natural heart. It is a plant of heavenly growth. Where it exists there
is truth and Iife and power. But it cannot |ive w thout action, and

whenever it is exercised it increases and extends. It will not observe
little mstakes and be quick to mark little errors. It will prevail
when argunent and any amount of words will prove vain and useless. p

168, Para. 1, [270T].

The very best way to reformthe character and regul ate the conduct of
your famly, is through the principles of love. It is indeed a power,
and will acconplish that which noney or might never can. p. 168, Para.
2, [270r1].

Brother, the words you address to others, if addressed to you, you
woul d quickly resent. Your words that are harsh and unsynpat hi zi ng cut
and wound. It is very easy for you to censure and find fault. This is
only productive of unhappi ness. You have | ooked upon it as a weakness
to be kind, tender and synpathizing, and have thought it beneath your
dignity to speak tenderly, gently and lovingly to your wife. Here you
nm stake in what true manliness and dignity consist. The | ack of doing
t he deeds of kindness you should do, is a manifest weakness and def ect
in your character. That which you woul d | ook upon as weakness, God
regards as true Christian courtesy that should be exercised by every
Christian. For this was the spirit which Christ manifested. p. 169,
Para. 1, [270T1].

You have a very selfish disposition, and think nore highly of yourself
than and ought to think. You frequently take extreme singular and

fanci ful views of the Scriptures, and often cling to these as zeal ously
as did the Jews to their traditions. Not possessing a teachable spirit,
you will therefore be constantly in danger of making trouble in the
church, unless you set yourself at the work of correcting these wongs
in the strength of the m ghty Conqueror. That which nakes your case
alarmng, is that you think you know these things better than your
brethren, and you are very difficult to be approached. You have a self-
ri ghteous, pharisaical spirit which would say, Stand off, conme not near
me, for I amholier than thou. p. 169, Para. 2, [270T].

You have not seen the corruptions of your own heart, and that you have
made |ife alnost a failure. Your opinions cannot and nust not rule in
the church of God. You need to be cultivating all the Christian graces,



but especially charity which suffereth long and is kind, envieth not,
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, "doth not behave itself
unseem y, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no

evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth al
things." "Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and bel oved,

bowel s of nercies, kindness, hunbl eness of mind, meekness,

| ongsuffering; forbearing one another and forgiving one another, if any
man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so also do
ye. And above all these things, put on charity (love), which is the
bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful." p. 170,
Para. 1, [270T].

You mark little deviations fromwhat you think is right, and you
sternly seek to correct them While you are thus overbearing and
dictatorial, quick to observe a brother's faults, you do not closely
search your own heart to see the evils existing in your |life. You show
great noral weakness in indul gence of your appetite and passions. The
sl avery of appetite for tobacco has such control of you that although
you resolve and re-resolve to overcone the habit, you do not acconplish
it. This wong habit has perverted your senses. My brother, where is
your self-denial? Where is your nmoral power to overcone? Chri st
overcane the power of appetite in the w lderness of tenptation on your
account, making it possible for you to overcone on your own account.
Now the battle is yours. In the nane of the Conqueror you have an
opportunity to deny your appetite and gain a victory for yourself. You
require much of others, what are you willing to do to get the victory
over a disgusting, health-destroying, soul-polluting indul gence? The
battle is yours. No one can fight it for you. They can pray for you,
but the work nust be wholly your own. p. 170, Para. 2, [270T].

God calls upon you to no longer dally with the tenpter, but to cl eanse
yourself fromall filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God. You need to work fast to renmove the
defects fromyour character. You are in God's workshop. If you will
submit to the process of hewi ng and squaring and pl aning, that the
rough edges may be renoved, the knots and uneven surface snoot hed and
fitted by the planing knife of God, you will be fitted by his grace for

the heavenly building. But if you cling to self and are not willing to
endure the trying process of fitting for the heavenly building, you
will have no place in that structure, which will conme together without

the sound of an ax or hammer. |f your nature is not transforned, if you
are not refined and el evated by the sanctifying truth for these | ast
days, you will be found unworthy of a place anong the pure and holy
angels. p. 171, Para. 1, [270T].

Can you afford to cling to your defiling habits, and at |ast be found
anong the unbelievers and unsanctified? Can you afford to run any risk
inthis matter? There is too nmuch at stake for you to venture to pursue
the course of self-indul gence that you have done. You have been forward
to talk the truth to unbelievers in a very positive, objectionable
manner, which has had a very bad i nfluence upon their minds. Wen there
i s one inconsistent advocate of the truth, Satan uses himto his
speci al advantage to disgust those who would, under a proper influence,
have been favorably inpressed. You should soften your manners, and when
you advocate the truth, let it be with a spirit of meekness. p. 172,



Para. 1, [270T].

"Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you, with neekness and fear." The fear
here spoken of does not nean distrust or indecision, but with due
caution, guarding every point |est an unwi se word be spoken, or
excitenent of feeling should get the advantage, and thus | eave
unfavorabl e i npressi ons upon mninds, and bal ance themin the wong
direction. Godly fear, humlity and neekness are greatly needed by al
in order to correctly represent the truth of God. p. 172, Para. 2,
[270T].

One of your greatest dangers is a spirit of self-confidence and pride.
The great unhappi ness which exists with you and in your famly, results
i medi ately fromthe operation of pride. The useful ness of a man who
has this pride nust be greatly limted, for his pride and self-Iove
keeps himin a narrow sphere. His spirit is not generous. His efforts
are not extended but contracted. By his conversation and deportnent,
this pride will be discovered if it exists. p. 173, Para. 1, [270T].

Dear brother, the influence under which your character has been forned
has given you a haughty, overbearing spirit. This spirit you act out in
your famly, anmpong your neighbors, and all with whom you associate. In
order to overcone these wrong habits, you nust watch unto prayer. You
shoul d now be thoroughly in earnest, for you have little tinme in which
to work. Do not feel that you are sufficient in your own strength. Only
in the nane of the nighty Conqueror can you gain the victory. In
conversation with others, dwell upon the nercy and goodness and | ove of
God instead of upon his strict judgnment and justice. Cling fast to his
prom ses. You can do nothing in your own strength, but in the strength
of Jesus you can do all things. If you are in Christ, and Christ in

you, you will be transforned, renewed, and sanctified. "If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shal
be done unto you." Be sure that Christ is in you, that your heart is
broken and submi ssive and hunble. God will accept only the hunble and
contrite. Heaven is worth a life-long, persevering effort. Yes, it is
worth everything. God will help you in your efforts if you strive only
in him There is a work to be done in your famly which God will help
you to performif you take hold of it aright. I entreat of you to set

your own heart in order, and then seek patiently to work for the
sal vation of your famly, that the angels of God may cone into your
house and abide with you. p. 173, Para. 2, [270T1].

Appeal to Mnisters. p. 174, Para. 1, [270T].

We are living in a nost solem time. Al have a work to do requiring
diligence. Especially is this true of the pastor who is to care for and
feed the flock of God. The one whose special work is to | ead the people
into the path of truth, should be an able expositor of the Wrd, and
capabl e of adapting his teachings to the wants of the people. He should
be so closely connected with Heaven as to becone a living channel of
light, a nouth-piece of God. p. 174, Para. 2, [270T1].

A pastor should have a correct understanding of the Wrd and al so of

t he human character. Qur faith is unpopular. The people are unwilling
to be convinced that they are so deeply in error; a great work is to be
done, and at present there are but fewto do it. One nman usually



performs the | abor which should be shared by two, for the work of
evangel i st and pastor are necessarily conbined, bringing a double
burden upon the worker in the field. p. 175, Para. 1, [270T].

The m nister of Christ should be a Bible student, that his mind nay be
stored with Bible evidence; for a mnister is only strong when he is
fortified with scripture truth. Argunent is good in its place, but far
nore can be reached by sinple explanations of the Word of God. The
| essons of Christ were illustrated so clearly that the | owest and nost
si mpl e-m nded coul d readily conprehend them Jesus did not enploy |ong
and difficult words in his discourses, but used plain | anguage adapted
to the mnds of the common people. He ventured no farther into the
subj ect he was expoundi ng than they were able to follow him p. 175,
Para. 2, [270T1].

There are many nen of good minds, and intelligent in regard to the
Scriptures, whose usefulness is greatly hindered by their defective

nmet hod of |abor. Sone mnisters who engage in the work of saving souls
fail to secure the best results, because they do not carry through with
t hor oughness the work that they commenced with so rmuch enthusiasm p
175, Para. 3, [270T].

O hers are not acceptabl e because they cling tenaciously to
preconcei ved notions, making these prom nent, and thereby failing to
conformtheir teachings to the actual needs of the people. Many have no
i dea of the necessity of adapting thenselves to circunstances and
neeting the people where they are. They do not identify thenselves with
t hose whom they wish to help and elevate to the true Bible standard of
Christianity. p. 176, Para. 1, [270T].

In order to be a truly successful mnister one must wholly consecrate
himself to the work of saving souls. It is highly essential that he
shoul d be closely united with Christ, seeking continual counsel from
hi m and dependi ng upon his aid. p. 176, Para. 2, [270T].

Some fail of success because they trust to the strength of argunent
al one, and do not cry earnestly to God for his wisdomto direct them
and his grace to sanctify their efforts. Long di scourses and tedious
prayers are positively injurious to a religious interest, and fail to
carry conviction to the consciences of the people. This propensity for
speech-maki ng frequently danpens a religious interest that nmight have
produced great results. p. 176, Para. 3, [270T1].

The true anbassador of Christ is in perfect union with himwhom he
represents, and his engrossing object is the salvation of souls. The
wealth of earth dwi ndles into insignificance when conpared with the
worth of a single soul for whom our Lord and Master died. He who
wei gheth the hills in scales and the nountains in a balance regards a
human soul as of infinite value. p. 176, Para. 4, [270T].

In the work of the ministry there are battles to fight, and victories
to gain. "I cone not," said Christ, "to send peace on earth, but a
sword." The opening | abors of the Christian church were attended with
har dshi ps and bitter griefs; and the successors of the early apostles
find that they must nmeet with trials simlar to theirs; privations,
cal umy, and every species of opposition neet themin their |abors.
They nust be nen of staunch, noral courage and spiritual mnuscle. p.



177, Para. 1, [270T].

Great noral darkness prevails, and only the power of truth can drive
away the shadows froma single mind. W are battling with giant errors

and the strongest prejudices, and our efforts will fail either to
convert souls or elevate our own nmoral natures without the special help
of God. Human skill, and the very best natural abilities and

acqui sitions are powerless to quicken the soul, to discern the enormty
of sin and banish it fromthe heart. p. 177, Para. 2, [270T].

M ni sters should be careful not to expect too much from persons who
are still groping in the darkness of error. They should do their work
well, relying upon God to inpart to inquiring souls that nysterious,
qui ckening influence of his Holy Spirit, knowi ng that wi thout this
their labors will be unsuccessful. They should be patient and wise in
dealing with m nds, renenbering how mani fold are the circunstances that
have devel oped such different traits in individuals. They should
strictly guard thensel ves al so, |est self should get the suprenmacy and
Jesus should be left out of the question. p. 177, Para. 3, [270T].

Sonme ministers fail of success because they do not give their

undi vided interest to the work when very nuch depends upon persi stent
and well directed | abor. Many are not |aborers; they do not pursue
their business outside of the pulpit. They shirk the duty of going from
house to house and | aboring wisely in the home circle. They need to
cultivate that rare Christian courtesy, which would render them kind
and considerate toward the souls under their care, working for them
with true earnestness and faith, teaching themthe way of life. p.

178, Para. 1, [270T].

M ni sters can do nuch toward noul di ng the characters of those with
whom t hey are associated. |If they are sharp, critical, and exacting,
they will be sure to neet these unhappy elenents in the people upon
whom their influence is strongest, though not, perhaps, of the nature
which they desire, yet none the less the effect of their own exanple.
p. 178, Para. 2, [270T1].

It cannot be expected that the people will enjoy peace and harnmony
unl ess their religious teachers, whose foot-steps they follow, have
those traits of character |argely devel oped and manifested in their
lives. The mnister of Christ has great responsibilities to bear if he
woul d becone an exanple for his people and a correct exponent of his
Master's doctrine. Men were awed by the purity and noral dignity of our
Saviour, while his unselfish Ilove and gentle benignity won their
hearts. He was the enbodi ment of perfection. If his representatives
woul d see like fruits attending their |abors as crowned the mnistry of
Christ, they should earnestly strive to inmtate his virtues and
cultivate those traits of characters which would nake themIike unto
him p. 178, Para. 3, [270T1].

It requires nmuch forethought and wi sdom from God to | abor successfully
for the salvation of sinners. If the soul of the |aborer is filled with
the grace of God, his teachings will not irritate his hearers but nelt
its way to their hearts, and open them for the reception of the truth.
p. 179, Para. 1, [270T].

The workers in the field should not all ow thensel ves to be



di scouraged, but whatever their surroundi ngs they should exerci se hope
and faith. The mnister's work is but just begun when he has presented
the truth fromthe pulpit. He is then to becone acquainted with his
hearers. Many greatly fail in not comng in close synpathy with those
who nost need their help. Wth the Bible in their hand they shoul d seek
in a courteous manner to |l earn the objections which exist in the mnds
of those who are beginning to inquire, "What is truth?" p. 179, Para.
2, [270T1].

They shoul d be carefully and tenderly |l ed and educated as pupils in
school . Many have to unlearn theories which have been ingrafted into
their lives. As they beconme convinced that they have been in error
concerning Bible subjects, they are thrown into perplexity and doubt.
They need the tenderest synpathy and the nost judicious help; they
shoul d be carefully instructed; they should be prayed for and prayed
wi th, watched and guarded with the kindest solicitude. Those who have
fall en under tenptation and have backslidden from God need help. This
class is represented in the | essons of Christ, by the |lost sheep. The
shepherd left the ninety and nine in the w lderness and hunted for the
one | ost sheep until he found it and returned with it on his shoul der
with rejoicing. Also in the illustration of the woman who searched for
the | ost piece of silver until she found it, and called together her
nei ghbors to rejoice with her that the |lost was found. The connection
of heavenly angels with the Christian's work is here brought clearly to
light. There is nore joy in the presence of the angels in Heaven over
one sinner that repents than over ninety and nine just persons who need
no repentance. There is joy with the Father and with Christ. Al Heaven
is interested in the salvation of man. He who is instrumental in saving
a soul is at liberty to rejoice, for angels of God have wi tnessed his
efforts with the nost intense interest, and rejoice with himin his
success. p. 180, Para. 1, [270T].

How t horough t hen should be the | abor and how deep the synpathy of man
for his fellowman. It is a great privilege to be a co-worker with
Jesus Christ in the salvation of souls. He, with patient, unselfish
efforts, sought to reach man in his fallen condition and rescue him
from the consequences of sin. Therefore his disciples, who are the
teachers of his word, should closely inmtate their great exanple. p.
181, Para. 1, [270T].

It is necessary, in order to pursue this great and arduous work, that
the m nisters of Christ should possess physical health. To attain this
end they nust becone regular in their habits, and adopt a healthfu
systemof |iving. Many are continually conplaining and suffering from
various indispositions. The reason is al nost al ways because they do not
| abor wi sely nor observe the |laws of health. They frequently renain too
much indoors, occupying heated roons filled with inmpure air. Here they
apply little physical exercise, and having little change of enploynent.
As a consequence, the bl ood becomes sluggish and the powers of the m nd
are enfeebled. p. 181, Para. 2, [270T].

The whol e system needs the invigorating influence of exercise in the
open air. A few hours of mamnual |abor each day would tend to renew the
bodily vigor, and rest and relax the mind. In this way the genera
health woul d be pronoted and a greater anount of pastoral |abor could
be perfornmed. p. 181, Para. 3, [270T].



The incessant reading and witing of many mnisters unfits them for
pastoral work. They consune valuable time in abstract study, which
shoul d be expended in hel ping the needy at the right nonment. p. 182,
Para. 1, [270T].

Sone nministers have given thenselves to the work of witing during a
period of decided religious interest, and it was frequently the case
that their witings had no special connection with the work at hand.
This is a glaring error, for at such tines it is the duty of the
mnister to use his entire strength in pushing forward the cause of
God. His mind should be clear and centered upon the one object of
savi ng souls. Should his thoughts be pre-occupied with other subjects,
many m ght be lost to the cause who could have been saved by his tinely
instruction. Sonme mnisters are easily diverted fromtheir work. They
become di scouraged or are attracted to their homes, and | eave a grow ng
interest to die for want of attention. The harm done the cause in this
way can scarcely be estimated. When an effort to pronulgate the truth
is started, the minister in charge should feel the responsibility on
himto carry it through successfully. If his |abors appear to be
wi t hout result, he should seek by earnest prayer to discover if his
| abors are what they should be. He should hunble his soul before God in
sel f-exam nation, and by faith, cling to the divine prom ses, hunbly
continuing his efforts till he is satisfied that he has faithfully
di scharged his duty, and done everything in his power to gain the
desire result. p. 182, Para. 2, [270T].

M nisters frequently report that they left the best of interest at one
point to enter a new field. This is wong, they should have finished
the work they began, for in leaving it inconplete, they acconplished
nore harmthan good, in spoiling the field for the next |aborer. No
field is so unprom sing as that which has been cultivated just enough
to give the weeds a nore luxuriant growmh. p. 183, Para. 1, [270T].

Much prayer and wi se |abor is needed in new fields. Men of God are
wanted, not nerely nen who can talk, but those who have an experinenta
know edge of the nystery of godliness, and who can neet the urgent
wants of the people; those who solemmly realize the inportance of their
position as servants of Jesus, and will cheerfully take up the cross
that he has taught them how to bear. p. 183, Para. 2, [270T].

When the tenptation cones to seclude thensel ves and indulge in reading
and witing, at a tinme when other duties should claimtheir i mediate
attention, they should be strong enough to deny self and devote
thenmsel ves to the work that |ays directly before them This is
undoubt edly one of the npbst trying tests that a studious mnd is called
to undergo. p. 183, Para. 3, [270T].

The duties of pastor are often shamefully negl ected because the

m ni ster lacks sufficient strength to sacrifice his persona
inclinations for seclusion and study. The pastor should visit from
house to house anong his flock, teaching, conversing and praying with
each fam |y, and | ooking out for the welfare of their souls. Those who
have mani fested a desire to becone acquainted with the principles of
our faith should not be neglected, but thoroughly instructed in the
truth. No opportunity to do good should be | ost by the watchful and
zeal ous mnister of God. p. 184, Para. 1, [270T].



Certain mnisters who have been invited to houses by the heads of
fam lies, have spent the few hours of their visit in secluding
t hemsel ves in an unoccupied roomto indulge their inclination for
reading or witing. The famly that entertai ned them derived no benefit
fromtheir visit. They accepted the hospitality extended them wi t hout
giving an equivalent in the |abor that was so nmuch needed. p. 184,
Para. 2, [270T1].

Peopl e are easily reached through the avenues of the social circle.

But many dread the task of visiting; they have not cultivated the
social qualities, have not acquired the genial spirit that wins its way
to the hearts of the people. It is highly inportant that a pastor
should m ngle nmuch with his people that he may becone acquainted with
the different phases of human nature, readily understand the workings
of the mnd, adapt his teachings to the intellect of his people, and
| earn that grand charity only possessed by those who closely study the
nature and needs of nmen. p. 184, Para. 3, [270T].

Those who secl ude thenmselves fromthe people are in no condition to
help them A skillful physician nust understand the nature of various
di seases, and nust have a thorough knowl edge of the human structure. He
must be pronpt in attending to his patients. He knows that del ays are
dangerous. When his experienced hand is |aid upon the pulse of the
sufferer, and he carefully notes the peculiar indication of his nmalady,
hi s previ ous know edge enables himto determ ne concerning the nature
of his disease and the treatnent necessary to arrest its progress. As
t he physician deals with physical disease, so does the pastor ninister
to the sin-sick soul. And his work is as much nore inportant than the
former's as eternal life is nore valuable than the tenporal existence
p. 185, Para. 1, [270T].

The pastor neets with an endl ess variety of tenperanents, and it is
his duty to becone acquainted with the nmenbers of families that listen
to his teachings, in order to determ ne what neans will best influence
themin the right direction. p. 185, Para. 2, [270T].

In view of these grave responsibilities the question will arise, "who
is sufficient for these things?" The heart of the [aborer will al npst
faint as he considers the various arduous duties devol ving upon him
but the words of Christ strengthen the soul with the conforting
assurance: "Lo, | amw th you alway, even unto the end of the world."
p. 185, Para. 3, [270T1].

The difficulties and dangers that threaten the safety of those he

| oves, should nmake him cautious and circunmspect in his manner of
dealing with them and watchful of them as one who nust give an
account. He should judiciously enploy his influence in w nning souls to
Christ, and inpress the truth upon inquiring mnds. He should take care
that the world, by its delusive attractions, should not |ead them away
from God and steal their hearts to the influence of his grace. p. 186,
Para. 1, [270T1].

The mnister is not to rule inperiously over the flock entrusted to
his care; but to be their ensanples, and to show themthe way to
Heaven. Followi ng the exanple of Christ, he should intercede with God
for the people of his care till he sees his prayers are answered. p.
186, Para. 2, [270T].



Jesus a exercised human and di vine synpathy toward man. He is our
exanple in all things. God is our Father and Governor, and the
Christian mnister is the representative of his Son on earth. The
principles which rule in Heaven should rule upon earth; the sane |ove
that ani mates the angels, the sane purity and holiness that reigns in
Heaven, should, as far as possible, be reproduced upon earth. The
mnister of God is responsible to himfor the power he exercises, and
he does not justify his servants in perverting that power into a
despotismover the flock of his care. p. 186, Para. 3, [270T].

God has given to his servants precious know edge of his truth, and he
desires that they shall closely connect thenselves with Jesus and,
t hrough synpathy, draw near to their brethren, that they may do them
all the good that lays in their power. The Redeener of the world did
not consult his own pleasure, but went about doing good. He bound

hi msel f closely to the Father that he might bring their united strength
to bear upon the souls of nmen to save themfrometernal ruin. In like
manner should his servants cultivate spirituality if they expect to
succeed in their work. p. 187, Para. 1, [270T].

Jesus pitied poor sinners so nuch that he left the courts of Heaven,
and laid aside the robes of royalty, humliating hinself to humanity,
that he m ght becone acquainted with the needs of man and help himto
ri se above the degradation of the fall. Wen he has given to man such
unquesti onabl e evidence of his | ove and tenderest synpathy, how
i mportant that his representatives should imtate his exanple in coning
close to their fellow nen, and helping themto forma true Christian
character. p. 187, Para. 2, [270T].

But sonme have been too ready to engage in church trials, and have
borne sharp and unsynpathi zi ng testi nony against the erring. In thus
acting they have yielded to a natural propensity that should have been
firmy subdued. This is not the calmjustice of the Christian
executive, but the harsh criticismof a hasty tenperanent. p. 187,
Para. 3, [270T].

The churches need education nore than censure. |Instead of blam ng them
too severely for their want of spirituality and neglect of duty, the

m ni ster should, by precept and exanple, teach themto grow in grace
and in the know edge of the truth. "Wereof | am nade a mnister
according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to
fulfill the word of God; even the nystery which hath been hid from ages
and from generations, but nowis made manifest to his saints; to whom
God woul d make known what is the riches of the glory of this nystery
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory; whom we
preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all w sdom that
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto | al so

| abor, striving according to his working, which worketh in nme
mghtily." p. 188, Para. 1, [270T].

Qur mnisters who have reached the age of forty or fifty years should
not feel that their labor is less efficient than formerly. Men of years
and experience are just the ones to put forth strong and well-directed
efforts. They are specially needed at this tinme, the churches cannot
afford to part with them Such ones should not tal k of physical and
nment al feebl eness, nor feel that their day of usefulness is over. p.



188, Para. 2, [270T].

Many of them have suffered from severe nental taxation, unrelieved by
physi cal exercise. The result is a deterioration of their powers, and a
tendency to shirk responsibilities. That they need is nore active
| abor. This is not alone confined to those whose heads are white with
the frost of tinme, but men young in years have fallen into the sane
state, and have becone nentally feeble. They have a |list of set
di scourses, but if they get beyond the boundaries of these they |ose
their soundings. p. 189, Para. 1, [270T].

The ol d-fashi oned pastor who travel ed on horseback and spent nuch tine
in visiting his flock enjoyed much better health, notw thstanding the
har dshi ps and exposures, than our mnisters of today who avoid, as far
as possible, all physical exertion and confine thenselves to their
books. p. 189, Para. 2, [270T7].

M ni sters of age and experience should feel it their duty, as God's
hired servants, to go forward, progressing every day, continually
becomi ng nore efficient in their work and constantly gathering fresh,
new matter to set before the people. Each effort to expound the gospe
shoul d be an i nprovenent upon that which preceded it. Each year they
shoul d devel op a deeper piety, a tenderer spirit, a greater
spirituality and a nmore thorough know edge of Bible truth. The greater
their age and experience, the nearer should they be able to approach
the hearts of the people, having a nore perfect know edge of them p
189, Para. 3, [270T].

Men are needed for this time who are not afraid to lift their voices
for the right, whoever may oppose them They should be of strong
integrity and tried courage. The church calls for them and God wll
work with their efforts to uphold all branches of the gospel mnistry.
p. 190, Para. 1, [270T1].



