Testinony For The Church. No. 26. By Ms. E. G Wite. p. 1, Para. 1,
[ 260T] .

The Pacific Press, Oakland, California. Castro bet. Eleventh and
Twel fth. 1876. p. 1, Para. 2, [260T1].

Introduction. p. 3, Para. 1, [260T].

The Testinmonies to the Church, now twenty-six in nunber, cover a
period of twenty years. These have ranged, in point of size, froma

Si xt een-page tract to a panphlet of two hundred and ei ght pages. In

t hese, a voice has been appealing to the people of God, in one
straight-forward line for a score of years. This voice has in a uniform
manner gi ven warni ng of the deceitful ness of riches, and the dangers of
the love and spirit of this world. It has also cried out against the
prevailing sins of our evil tine. p. 3, Para. 2, [260T].

On the other hand, we recognize the voice of the dear Shepherd
conforting the little flock, and encouraging themto faithfulness in
their Christian lives and sacrifices in his cause, in view of imorta
rewards to be given at the second conming of Christ. p. 3, Para. 3,

[ 260T].

The character of God, of his law, his Son, the Sacred Scriptures, and
the way of holiness have been represented in a uniform manner for this
period of twenty years. This also may be said of Satan, sin, and the
path of death. p. 3, Para. 4, [260T].

Twenty years since, the idea of Testinmonies fromGod to the church,

through a frail, hunble instrunent, was regarded very questionable; a
few believed fully by reason of attendi ng evidences. Many, however,

bal ancing the matter in their mnds |ike Gamaliel, said, "If this
counsel or this work be of nmen, it will come to naught; but if it be of

God, ye cannot overthrow it." Here is a work that has been subjected to
the nost rigid criticisms, and the nost violent persecutions for the

| ong period of twenty years, and yet remains unchanged. Had this work
originated in the mnd of an unsophisticated woman, it would have been
forced out of its course Iong since and brought to confusion and to
naught. p. 3, Para. 5, [260T].

Let the followi ng pages be read in the fear of God. Those who cannot
feel the force of the great truths stated, and the inportance of the
adnmoni tions given, at the first reading, should re-read this book upon
their knees. Many who will read these pages of reproof, have read
others of a simlar character w thout taking heed to them Their m nds
are consequently blinded, and their hearts are well nigh as cold and
unfeeling as a stone. Those who can read these pages unnoved, should
read them again and again with fervent prayer until they do feel deeply
these adnonitions fromthe Lord to his waiting people. J.W Qakl and,
Cal., 1876. p. 4, Para. 1, [260T1].

Testimony For The Church. p. 5, Para. 1, [260T].
Bi bl e Bi ographies. p. 5, Para. 2, [260T].

The lives recorded in the Bible are authentic histories of actua



i ndi vi dual s. From Adam down through successive generations, to the
times of the apostles, we have the plain, unvarnished account of what
actually occurred, and the genuine experience of real characters. It is
a subj ect of wonder to many, that inspired history should narrate facts
in the lives of good nen that tarnish their noral characters. Infidels
sei ze upon these sins with great satisfaction, and hold their
perpetrators up to ridicule. p. 5, Para. 3, [260T1].

The inspired witers did not testify to fal sehoods, fearing that the
pages of Sacred History would be clouded by the record of human
frailties and faults. The scribes of God wote as they were dictated by
the Holy Spirit, having no control of the work thensel ves. They penned
the literal truth, and stern, forbidding facts are reveal ed for reasons
that our finite mnds cannot fully conprehend. p. 5, Para. 4, [260T].

It is one of the best evidences of the authenticity of the Scriptures,
that the truth is not glossed over, nor the sins of its chief
characters suppressed. Many will urge that it is an easy matter to give
a relation of what has occurred in an ordinary life. But it is a proven
fact that it is a human inpossibility to give an inpartial history of a
contenporary; and it is alnost as difficult to narrate, wthout
deviating fromthe exact truth, the story of any person or people with
whose career we have becone acquainted. The human mind is so subject to
prejudice that it is alnpst inpossible for it to treat the subject
impartially. Either the faults of the person under review stand out in
glaring relief, or the virtues shine with undi med |uster, just as the
writer is prejudiced for or against him However inpartial the
historian may design to be, all critics will agree that it is a very
difficult matter to be truly so. p. 5, Para. 5, [260r].

But divine unction, lifted above the weaknesses of humanity, tells the
si nmpl e, naked truth. How many biographi es have been witten of
faultless Christians, who, in their ordinary hone life and church
rel ati ons, shone as exanples of immaculate piety. No blenmish narred the
beauty of their holiness, no fault is recorded to remind us they were
of the conmon clay, and subject to the ordinary tenptations of
humanity. p. 6, Para. 1, [260T].

Yet, had the pen of inspiration witten their histories, how different
woul d they have appeared. There woul d have been reveal ed human
weaknesses, struggles with selfishness, bigotry and pride, hidden sins
per haps, and the continual warfare between the spirit and the flesh.
Even private journals do not reveal on their pages the witer's sinfu
deeds. Sonetinmes the conflicts with evil are recorded, but usually only
when the right has gained the victory. But they may contain a faithfu
account of praiseworthy acts and nobl e endeavors, this, too, when the
witer honestly intends to keep a faithful journal of his life. It is
next to a human inpossibility to lay open our faults for the possible
i nspection of our friends. p. 6, Para. 2, [260T].

Had our good Bi ble been witten by uninspired persons it would have
presented quite a different appearance and woul d have been a
di scouragi ng study to erring nortals contending with natural frailties
and the tenptations of a wily foe. But, as it is, we have a correct
record of the religious experiences of marked characters in Bible
hi story. Men whom God favored, and intrusted with great
responsibilities, were sonmeti mes overcone by tenptation and comitted



sins, even as we of the present day strive, waver, and frequently fal
into error. But is encouraging to our desponding hearts to know t hat
t hrough CGod's grace they could gain fresh vigor to rise again above
their evil natures, and renenbering this we are ready to renew the
conflict ourselves. p. 7, Para. 1, [260T].

The murmurings of ancient Israel and their rebellious discontent, are
recorded for our benefit as well as the mighty mracles wought in
their favor, and the punishnent of their idolatry and ingratitude. The
exanpl e of ancient Israel is given as a warning to the people of God
that they may avoid unbelief and escape his wath. If the iniquities of
t he Hebrews had been onmitted fromthe Sacred Record, and only their
virtues recounted, their history would fail to teach us the | esson that
it does. p. 7, Para. 2, [260T].

Infidels, and the | overs of sin excuse their crines by citing the
wi ckedness of nmen of whom God gave authority in olden tines. They argue
that if these holy nmen yielded to tenptation and conmmitted sins, it is
not to be wondered at that they too should be guilty of wong-doing;
and intimate that they are not so bad after all, since they have such
illustrious exanples of iniquity before them p. 8, Para. 1, [260T].

The principles of justice required a faithful narration of facts for
the benefit of all who should ever read the Sacred Record. Here we

di scern the evidences of divine wisdom W are required to obey the | aw
of God, and we are not only instructed as to the penalty of

di sobedi ence, but we have, narrated for our benefit and warning, the

hi story of Adam and Eve in Paradi se, and the sad results of their

di sobedi ence of God's commands. The account is full and explicit. The
law given to man in Eden is recorded together with the penalty accruing
in case of its disobedience. Then follows the story of the tenptation
and fall, and the punishnent inflicted upon our erring parents. p. 8,
Para. 2, [260T1].

Their exanple is given us as a warning agai nst di sobedi ence, that we
may be sure the wages of sin is death, that God's retributive justice
never fails, and that he exacts fromhis creatures a strict regard for
hi s commandnents. When the | aw of Sinai was proclai med, how definite
was the penalty annexed, how sure was the punishnment to follow the
transgression of that |law, and how plain are the cases recorded in
evi dence of that fact. p. 8, Para. 3, [260T].

The pen of inspiration, true to its task, tells us of the sins that
overcame Noah, Lot, Mses, Abraham David and Sol onon, while even
Elijah's strong spirit sank under tenptation during his fearful trial
Jonah's di sobedi ence and Israel's idolatry are faithfully recorded.
Peter's denial of Christ, the sharp contention of Paul and Barnabas,
the failings and infirmties of the prophets and apostles, are all laid
bare by the Holy CGhost, who |lifts the veil fromthe human heart. There
| ay before us the lives of the believers, with all their faults and
follies, and they are intended as a lesson to all the generations
following them If they had been wi thout foible they would have been
nore than human, and our sinful natures would despair of ever reaching
such a point of excellence. But, seeing where they struggled and fell
t ook heart again and conquered through the grace of God, we are led to
be encouraged, and press on over the obstacles that degenerate nature
pl aces in our way. p. 9, Para. 1, [260T].



God has been ever faithful to punish crinme. He sent his prophets to
warn the guilty, denounce their sins, and pronounce judgnment upon them
Those who question why the word of God brings out the sins of his
people in so plain a manner for scoffers to deride and saints to
depl ore, should consider that it was all witten for their instruction
that they m ght avoid the evils recorded, but imtate the righteousness
of those who served the Lord. p. 9, Para. 2, [260T].

We need just such | essons as the Bible gives us, for with the

revel ation of sin is recorded the retribution follow ng. The sorrow and
penitence of the guilty and the wailing of the sin-sick soul, cone to
us fromthe past telling us that man was then, as now, in need of the
pardoni ng mercy of God. It teaches us that while he is a punisher of
crime, he pities and forgives the repenting sinner. In his providence
the Lord has seen fit to teach and warn his people in various ways. By
di rect conmand, by the Sacred Witings, by the spirit of prophecy has
he made known unto themhis will. p. 10, Para. 1, [260T].

My work has been to speak plainly of the faults and errors of God's
peopl e. Because the sins of certain individuals have been brought to
light, it is no evidence that they are worse in the sight of the Lord
than many whose failings are unrecorded. But | have been shown that it
was not nmine to choose ny work, but hunbly to obey the will of God. The
errors and wong-doings in the lives of professed Christians are
recorded for the instruction of those who are liable to fall into the
sanme tenptations. The experience of one serves as a beacon light to
warn others off the rocks of danger. p. 10, Para. 2, [260T].

Thus the snares and devices of Satan are reveal ed, the inportance of
perfecting Christian character, and the neans by which this result may
be obtained. Thus God indicates what is necessary to secure his
bl essing. There is a disposition on the part of many to let rebellious
feelings arise if their peculiar sins are reproved. The spirit of this
generation is, Speak unto us snoboth things. But the Spirit of Prophecy
speaks only truth. p. 11, Para. 1, [260T].

I niquity abounds, and the |ove of many who profess to follow Christ
waxes cold. They are blind to the wi ckedness of their own hearts, and
do not feel their weak and hel pl ess condition. God in his nercy lifts
the veil and shows themthere is an eye behind the scenes that discerns
their hidden guilt and the notives of their actions. p. 11, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

The sins of the popular churches are whitewashed over. Many of the
menbers indulge in the grossest vices and are steeped in iniquity.
Babylon is fallen and has becone the cage of every foul and hatefu
bird! The nost revolting sins of the age find a shelter beneath the
cloak of Christianity. Many proclaimthe | aw of God abolished, and
surely their lives are in keeping with their faith. If there is no |aw
then there is no transgression, and therefore no sin, for sin is the
transgression of the law. p. 11, Para. 3, [260T1].

The carnal mind is at enmity with God and rebels against his will. Let
it once throw off the yoke of obedience and it slips unconsciously into
the | awl essness of crine. Iniquity abounds anmong those who tal k grandly
of a pure and perfect religious liberty. Their conduct is abhorrent to



the Lord, and they are co-workers with the adversary of souls. The
light of revealed truth is turned fromtheir sight, and the beauties of
hol i ness are but as shadows to them p. 11, Para. 4, [260T].

It is astounding what flinsy foundations very many build their hopes
of Heaven upon. They rail at the law of the Infinite One as if they
woul d defy him and nmake his word null. Satan even, with his know edge
of the divine law, would not dare to make the speeches which sonme | aw
hating mnisters do fromthe pulpit, yet he exults in their blaspheny.
p. 12, Para. 1, [260T].

| have been shown what man is w thout a know edge of the will of Cod.
Crimes and iniquity fill up the neasure of his life. But when the
Spirit of God reveals to man the full meaning of the I aw, what a change
takes place in his heart. Like Belshazzar he reads intelligently the
hand-writing of the Alm ghty and conviction takes possession of his
soul . The thunders of God's word startle himfromhis |ethargy and he
calls for mercy in the name of Jesus. And to that hunble plea God
always listens with a willing ear. He never turns the penitent away
confortless. p. 12, Para. 2, [260T].

The Lord has seen fit to give ne a view of the needs and errors of his
peopl e. Painful though it has been to ne, | have faithfully set before
the offenders their faults and the neans of renedying them according
to the dictates of the Spirit of God. This has, in many instances,
excited the tongue of slander, and enmbittered agai nst me those for whom
| have | abored and suffered. But | have not been turned from ny course
because of this. God gave ne ny work, and, upheld by his sustaining
strength, | have perfornmed the painful duties he has set before ne.
Thus has the Spirit of God pronounced warni ngs and judgnents,
wi t hhol di ng not however the sweet prom se of nercy. p. 12, Para. 3,

[ 260T].

If God's people would recognize his dealings with them and accept his
teachings, they would find a straight path for their feet, and a |light
to guide themthrough darkness and di scouragenent. David | earned wi sdom
from God's dealings with him and bowed in humlity beneath the
chasti sement of the Mpst High. The faithful Nathan, made David
acquainted with his own sins and aided himto put them away. He
accepted counsel neekly, and hunmiliated hinmself before God. "The | aw of
the Lord," he exclains, "is perfect, converting the soul." p. 13,

Para. 1, [260T1].

Repent ant sinners have no cause to despair because they are reni nded
of their transgressions and warned of their danger. These very efforts
in their behalf show how nmuch God | oves them and desires that they
shall be saved. They have only to follow his counsel and do his will to
inherit eternal life. God sets before his erring people their sins that
they may behold themin all their enormity, under the light of divine
truth. It is then their duty to renounce themforever. p. 13, Para. 2,
[ 260T] .

God is as powerful to save fromsin today as he was in the tinmes of
the Patriarchs, of David, and the prophets and apostles of Bible tines.
The nmultitude of cases recorded in Sacred History, where God has
delivered his people fromtheir own iniquities, should nmake the
Christian of this tine eager to receive divine instruction, and zeal ous



to perfect a character that will bear the close inspection of the
Judgnent. p. 14, Para. 1, [260T].

Bi bl e history stays the fainting heart with the hope of God's nercy.
We need not despair when we see that others have struggl ed through
di scouragenents |like unto our own, fallen into tenptations, even as we
have done, yet recovered their ground and been bl essed of God. The
words of inspiration confort and cheer the erring soul. Although the
patriarchs and apostles were subject to human frailties, yet through
faith they obtained a good report, fought their battles in the strength
of the Lord, and conquered gloriously. Thus may we trust in the virtue
of the atoning sacrifice and be overconers in the name of Jesus.
Humanity is humanity the world over, fromthe time of Adam down to the
present generation, and the |love of God through all the ages is without
a parallel. p. 14, Para. 2, [260T].

Unity of the Church. p. 15, Para. 1, [260T].

Dear Brethren:--As all the different nmenbers of the human systemunite
to formthe entire body, and each perforns its office in obedience to
the intelligence that governs the whole, so the nenbers of the church
of Christ should be united in one symretrical body, subject to the
sanctified intelligence of the whole. p. 15, Para. 2, [260T].

The advancenent of our church is retarded by the wong course of its
menbers. Uniting with the church, although an inportant and necessary
act, does not make one a Christian or ensure salvation. W can not
secure a title to Heaven by having our nanes enrolled upon the church
books, while our hearts are alienated from Christ. W should be his
faithful representatives on earth, working in unison with him
"Bel oved, now are we the sons of God." We should keep in mnd this holy
rel ati onship and do nothing to bring dishonor upon our Father's cause.
p. 15, Para. 3, [260T].

Qur profession is an exalted one. As Sabbat h-keepi ng Adventists, we
profess to obey all God's comrandnents, and are | ooking for the com ng
of our Redeener. A npst sol enn nmessage of warning has been intrusted to
God's faithful few. W should show by our words and works that we
recogni ze the great responsibility laid upon us. Qur |ight should shine
so clearly that others can see that we glorify the Father in our daily
lives; that we are connected with Heaven and are joint-heirs with Jesus
Christ; that when he shall appear in power and great glory, we shall be
like him p. 15, Para. 4, [260T].

We shoul d every one feel our individual responsibility as nmenbers of
the visible church and workers in the vineyard of the Lord. W should
not wait for our brethren, who are frail as ourselves, to help us
al ong, for our precious Saviour has invited us to join ourselves to
him and unite our weakness with his strength, our ignorance to his
wi sdom our unworthiness to his nmerits. p. 16, Para. 1, [260T].

None of us can occupy a neutral position, our influence will tell for
or against. W are active agents for Christ or for the eneny. W either
gather with Jesus or scatter abroad. True conversion is a radica
change. The very drift of the mind and bent of the heart should be
turned, and |life become new again in Christ. p. 16, Para. 2, [260T].



God is leading out a people to stand in perfect unity upon the
platformof eternal truth. Christ gave hinself to the world "that he
m ght purify unto hinmself a peculiar people, zeal ous of good works."
This refining process is designed to purge the church from al
unri ght eousness and the spirit of discord and contention; that they may
build up instead of tear down, and concentrate their energies on the
great work before them God designs that his people should all cone
into the faith. The prayer of Christ to his Father, just prior to his
cruci fixion, was that his disciples mght be one, even as he was one
with the Father, that the world m ght believe that he had sent him
Thi s most touchi ng and wonderful prayer reaches down the ages, even to
our day, for his words were, "Neither pray | for these alone, but for
them al so which shall believe on ne through their word."” p. 16, Para.
3, [260T1].

How earnestly should the professed followers of Christ seek to answer
this prayer in their lives. Many do not realize the sacredness of their
church relations, and are loth to submit to restraint and discipline.
Their course of action shows that they exalt their own judgnment above
that of the united church; and they are not careful to guard thensel ves
| est they encourage a spirit of opposition to its voice. p. 17, Para.
1, [260T1].

Those who hol d responsible positions in the church may have their
faults in common with other people, and may err in their decisions; but
notw thstanding this, the church of Christ on earth has given to them
an authority that cannot be lightly esteened. Christ, after his
resurrection, delegated power unto his church, saying, "Wose soever
sins ye remt, they are remtted unto them and whose soever ye retain
they are retained.” p. 17, Para. 2, [260T].

A relation to the church is not to be easily cancel ed; yet sone
professed followers of Christ will threaten to | eave the church when
their path is crossed, or their voice has not the controlling influence
which they think it deserves. True, in |leaving the church, they would
be the greatest sufferers thenselves, for in wthdraw ng beyond the
pale of its influence, they subject thenselves to the full tenptations
of the world. p. 17, Para. 3, [260T].

Every believer should be whol e-hearted in his attachnent to the
church. Its prosperity should be his first interest, and unless he
feel s under sacred obligations to make his connection with the church a
benefit to it, in preference to hinself, it can do far better without
him It is in the power of all to do sonmething for the cause of Cod.
There are those who spend a | arge anount for needl ess |luxuries, and to
gratify their appetites, but feel it a great tax to contribute nmeans to

sustain the church. They are willing to receive all the benefits of its
privileges, but prefer to | eave others to pay the bills. Those who
really feel a deep interest in the advancenent of the cause, will not

hesitate to invest noney in the enterprise whenever and wherever it is
needed. p. 18, Para. 1, [260T].

They should also feel it a solem duty to illustrate in their
characters the teachings of Christ, being at peace one with another and
novi ng in perfect harnony as an undivi ded whole. They shoul d defer
their individual judgment to the judgnent of the body of the church
Many are living for thenselves al one. They | ook upon their lives with



great conpl acency, flattering thenselves that they are bl anel ess, when
in fact they are doing nothing for God, and are living in direct

opposition to his expressed word. The observance of external forns wll
never neet the great want of the human soul. A profession of Christ is
not enough to stand the test of the day of Judgment. There should be a
perfect trust in God, a childlike dependence upon his pronises, and an
utter consecration of self to his will. p. 18, Para. 2, [260T].

God has always tried his people in the furnace of affliction, in order
to prove themfirmand true, and purge themfrom all unrighteousness.
After Abraham and his son had borne the severest test that could be
i rposed upon them God spoke through his angel unto Abraham " Now I
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son
thine only son fromne." This great act of faith causes the character
of Abrahamto shine forth with remarkable luster. It forcibly
illustrates his perfect confidence in the Lord, from whom he wi thheld
not hi ng, not even his son of promse. p. 19, Para. 1, [260T].

There is nothing too precious for us to give to Jesus. If we return to
himthe talents of neans he has intrusted to our keeping, he will give
nmore into our hands. Every effort we make for Christ will be rewarded
by him and every duty we performin his name will minister to our own
happi ness. God surrendered his dearly-beloved Son to the agonies of the
crucifixion, that all who believe on him should becone one through the
name of Jesus. Wen Christ nmade so great a sacrifice to save nen and
bring theminto unity one with another, even as he was united with the
Fat her, what sacrifice is too great for his followers to nake, in order
to preserve that unity? p. 19, Para. 2, [260T].

If the world sees a perfect harnony existing in the church of Cod, it
will be a powerful evidence to themin favor of the Christian religion
Di ssensi ons, unhappy di fferences, and petty church-trials dishonor our
Redeener. All these may be avoided if self is surrendered to God, and
the foll owers of Jesus obey the voice of the church. Unbelief suggests
t hat individual independence increases our inportance, that it is weak
to yield our own ideas of what is right and proper, to the verdict of
the church. But to yield to such feelings and views is unsafe, and will
bring us to anarchy and confusion. Christ saw that unity and Christian
fell owship were necessary to the cause of God, therefore he enjoins it
upon his disciples. And the history of Christianity fromthat tine
until now proves conclusively that in union only there is strength. Let
i ndi vi dual judgnent subnit to the authority of the church. p. 20,
Para. 1, [260T1].

The apostles felt the necessity of strict unity, and they | abored
earnestly to this end. Paul exhorted his brethren in these words: p.
20, Para. 2, [260T].

"Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Chri st,
that ye speak the sane thing, and that there be no divisions anong you;
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mnd and in the
same judgnment. p. 20, Para. 3, [260T].

He also wites to his Philippian brethren, "If there be therefore any
consolation in Christ, if any confort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and nercies, fulfill ye my joy, that ye be |ike-

m nded, having the sane | ove, being of one accord, of one mind. Let



not hi ng be done through strife or vainglory; but in |owiness of mnd

| et each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his
own things, but every man also on the things of others. Let this mnd
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." p. 21, Para. 1, [260T].

To the Romans he wites, "Now the God of patience and consol ation
grant you to be |ike-minded one toward another according to Chri st
Jesus, that ye may with one mind and one nouth glorify God, even the
Fat her of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another, as

Christ also received us, to the glory of God." "Be of the sanme mind one
toward another. M nd not high things, but condescend to nen of | ow
estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.” p. 21, Para. 2, [260T].

Peter wote to the churches scattered abroad, "Finally, be ye all of
one m nd, having conpassi on one of another; |ove as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evil for evil, or railing for
railing: but contrariw se bl essing; knowing that ye are thereunto
called, that ye should inherit a blessing." p. 21, Para. 3, [260T].

And Paul in his epistle to the Corinthians says: "Finally, brethren,

farewel | . Be perfect, be of good confort, be of one mind, live in
peace; and the God of |ove and peace shall be with you." p. 21, Para.
4, [260T].

Go Forward. p. 22, Para. 1, [260T].

The vast armies of Israel marched in glad triunmph from Egypt, the
scene of their long and cruel servitude. The Egyptians woul d not
consent to release themuntil they had been signally warned by the
judgments of God. The avengi ng angel had visited every house anpong the
Egyptians, and stricken with death the first-born of every famly. None
had escaped, fromthe heir of King Pharaoh, to the el dest-born of the
captive in his dungeon. And the first-born of the cattle were al so
slain according to the mandate of the Lord. p. 22, Para. 2, [260T].

But the Angel of Death passed over the homes of the children of I|srae
and did not enter there. Pharaoh, horror-stricken at the plagues that
had fallen upon his people, called Mdses and Aaron before himin the
ni ght, and bade them depart from Egypt. He was anxi ous that they should
go without delay, for he and his people feared that the | and would
become a vast burial -ground, unless the curse of God was renoved from
them p. 22, Para. 3, [260T].

Israel was joyful to receive the tidings of their freedom and nmade
haste to | eave the scene of their bondage. But the way was toil sone,
and at length their courage failed. Their journey |led them over barren
hills and desol ate plains. The third night they found thensel ves wall ed
in on each side by the nountain ranges, and the Red Sea | ay before
them They were perplexed and greatly deplored their condition. They
bl amed Mbses for conducting themto this place, for they believed they
had taken the wong course. "This, surely," said they, "is not the way
to the wilderness of Sinai, nor the |land of Canaan prom sed to the
fathers. We can go no farther, but nust now advance into the waters of
the Red Sea, or turn back toward Egypt." p. 22, Para. 4, [260T].

Then, as if to conplete their msery, behold, the Egyptian host is on
their track! The inposing arnmy is |led by King Pharaoh hinself, who has



repented that he freed the Hebrews, and fears that he has sent them out
to become a great nation hostile to hinmself. Wat a night of perplexity
and distress was this for Israel! Wat a contrast to that glorious
nmor ni ng when they left the bondage of Egypt, and with gl ad rejoicings
took up the line of march into the wilderness! How powerless they felt
before that mighty foe! The wailing of the terror-stricken wonen and
children, mngled with the Ilowing of the frightened cattle, and the

bl eati ng of the sheep, added to the dismal confusion of the situation
p. 23, Para. 1, [260T].

But had God lost all care for his people that he should | eave themto
destruction? Wuld he not warn them of their danger and deliver them
fromtheir enem es? God had not delight in the disconfiture of his
people. It was he, hinself, who had directed Mises to encanp by the Red
Sea, and he had farther infornmed himthat, "Pharaoh will say of the
children of Israel, They are entangled in the |land, the wilderness hath
shut themin. And | will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow
after them and | will be honored upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host;
that the Egyptians may know that | amthe Lord." p. 23, Para. 2,
[260T] .

Jesus stood at the head of that vast arny. The cloudy colum by day,
and the pillar of fire by night represented their Divine Leader. But
the Hebrews did not patiently bear the test of the Lord. Their voices
were lifted up in reproaches and denunci ati ons of Mses, who was their
visible | eader, for bringing theminto this great peril. They did not
trust in the protecting power of God, nor recognize his hand staying
the evils that surrounded them In their frantic terror they had
forgotten the rod with which Mses had changed the water of the Nile to
bl ood, and the calamties which God had visited upon the Egyptians for
their persecution of his chosen people. They had forgotten all the
m racul ous interpositions of God in their behalf. p. 24, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

"Ah!" they cried, "How much better for us had we renmi ned i n bondage!
It is better to live as slaves than to die of hunger and fatigue in the
desert, or be slain in war with our enem es!" They turned upon Moses
with bitter censure that he had not left them where they were instead
of leading themout to perish in the wilderness. p. 24, Para. 2,

[ 260T].

Moses was greatly troubl ed because his people were so wanting in
faith, especially as they had repeatedly witnessed the nmnifestations
of the power of God in their favor. He felt grieved that they should
charge upon himthe dangers and difficulties of their position, when he
had sinmply foll owed the express conmands of God. He net and quieted the
reproaches and fears of his people, even before he could hinself
di scern the plan of their deliverance; but he was strong in his faith
that the Lord would bring theminto safety. p. 25, Para. 1, [260T].

True, they were in a place fromwhich there was no possibility of

rel ease unl ess God hinself interposed to save theny but they were
brought into this strait by obeying the divine commands, and Mses felt
no fear of the consequences. He "said unto the people, Fear ye not,
stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will show to
you today; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today ye shall see them
again no nore forever. The Lord shall fight for you and ye shall hold



your peace." p. 25, Para. 2, [260T].

It was not an easy thing to hold the hosts of Israel in waiting before
the Lord. They were excited and full of terror. They | acked discipline
and self-control. Inpressed by the horrors of their situation, they
became vi ol ent and unreasonabl e. They expected speedily to fall into
the hands of their oppressors, and their wailings and recrimnnations
were |oud and deep. p. 25, Para. 3, [260T].

The wonderful pillar of cloud had acconpanied themin their wanderings
and served to protect themfromthe fervid rays of the sun. Al day it
had noved grandly before them subject neither to sunshine nor storm
But at night it had becone a pillar of fire to light themon their way.
They had followed it as the signal of God to go forward; but now they
guesti oned anmong thenselves if it nmight not be the shadow of sone
terrible calamty that was about to befall them for had it not |ed
them on the wong side of the nmountain into an inpassable way? Thus the
angel of God appeared to their deluded m nds as the harbinger of
di saster. p. 26, Para. 1, [260T].

But now, as the Egyptian host approaches them expecting to make them
an easy prey, the cloudy colum rises majestically into the heavens,
passes over the Israelites, and descends between them and the arm es of
Egypt. A wall of darkness interposes between the pursued and their
pursuers. The Egyptians can no | onger discern the canp of the Hebrews,
and are forced to halt. But as the darkness of night deepens, the wal
of cloud beconmes a great light to the Hebrews, illuninating the whole
canp with the radiance of day. p. 26, Para. 2, [260T].

Then hope cane to the hearts of Israel that they might be delivered.
And Mbses lifted up his voice unto the Lord. "And the Lord said unto
Moses, \Werefore criest thou unto ne? speak unto the children of Israe
that they go forward. But Iift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine
hand over the sea, and divide it; and the children of Israel shall go
on dry ground through the mdst of the sea." p. 26, Para. 3, [260T].

Then Moses, obeying the divine command, stretched out his rod, and the
waters parted, rolling up in a wall on either side, and | eaving a broad
pat hway across the bed of the sea for the children of Israel. The |ight
fromGod's pillar of fire shone upon the foam capped billows and |it
the road that was cut like a mghty furrow through the waters of the
Red Sea and was lost in the obscurity of the farther shore. p. 27,
Para. 1, [260T1].

Al'l night |ong sounded the tranmping of the hosts of Israel, crossing
the Red Sea. But the cloud hid themfromthe sight of their enemes
The Egyptians, weary with their hasty march, had encanped upon the
shore for the night. They saw the Hebrews only a short distance before
them and there seemed no possibility of escape, so they decided to
take a night's rest, and nmake an easy capture in the norning. The night
was intensely dark, the clouds seemed to enconpass themlike sone
tangi bl e substance. Deep sleep fell upon the canp, even the sentinels
slunbered at their posts. p. 27, Para. 2, [260T1].

At last a ringing blast arouses the arny! The cloud is passing on! The
Hebrews are noving! Voices and the sound of marching cone fromtoward
the sea. It is still so dark they cannot discern the escaping people,



but the command is given to make ready for the pursuit. The clattering
of arms, and the roll of chariots is heard, the marshalling of the
captai ns and the neighing of the steeds. At length the line of march is
formed and they press on through the obscurity, in the direction of the
escaping nultitude. p. 27, Para. 3, [260T].

In the darkness and confusion, they rush on in their pursuit, not
knowi ng that they have entered upon the bed of the sea, and are hemed
in on either hand by beetling walls of water. They long for the m st
and darkness to pass away, and reveal to themthe Hebrews and their own
wher eabouts. The wheels of the chariots sink deep into the soft sand,
and the horses becone entangled and unruly. Confusion prevails, yet
they press on feeling sure of victory. p. 28, Para. 1, [260T].

At last the mysterious cloud changes to a pillar of fire before their
astoni shed eyes. The thunders roll and the |ightnings flash, the waves
roll about them and fear takes possession of their hearts. Am d the
terror and confusion the lurid light reveals to the amazed Egypti ans
the terrible waters nmassed up on the right hand and on the left. They
see the broad path that the Lord has nade for his people across the
shi ning sands of the sea, and behold triunphant |Israel safe on the
farther shore. p. 28, Para. 2, [260TI].

Confusion and di smay seizes them Amd the wath of the elenents, in
whi ch they hear the voice of an angry God, they endeavor to retrace
their steps and fly to the shore they have quitted. But Mses stretches
out his rod, and the piled up waters, hissing, roaring, and eager for
their prey, tunble down upon the arnmies of Egypt. Proud Pharaoh and his
| egi ons, gilded chariot and flashing arnor, horses and riders are
engul fed beneath a stormy sea. p. 28, Para. 3, [260T].

The m ghty God of Israel had delivered his people, and their songs of
t hanksgi vi ng went up to Heaven, that God had wrought so wonderfully in
their behalf. The history of the children of Israel should be for the
instruction and adnonition of all Christians. When the Israelites were
overtaken by dangers and difficulties and their way seened hedged up
their faith forsook them and they nmurnured agai nst the |eader God had
appoi nted for them They blaned himw th bringing theminto peril, when
he had only obeyed the voice of God. p. 29, Para. 1, [260T].

The divine command was, "Go Forward!" Not to wait until the way was
made plain, and they could conprehend the entire plan of their

del i verance. God's cause is onward, and he will open the path before
his people. To hesitate and nmurmur is to manifest distrust in the Holy
One of Israel. God in his providence brought the Hebrews into the
nmountai n fastnesses, with the Red Sea before them that he m ght work
out their deliverance and forever rid them of their enem es. He m ght
have saved themin any other way, but he chose this nmethod in order to
test their faith and strengthen their trust in him p. 29, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

We cannot charge Moses with being at fault because his people murnured
agai nst his course. It was their own rebellious, unsubdued hearts that
led themto censure the man whom God had del egated to | ead his people.
VWil e Moses noved in the fear of the Lord, and according to his
direction, having full faith in his prom ses, those who should have
uphel d hi m becane di scouraged and coul d see nothing before them but



di saster, defeat, and death. p. 30, Para. 1, [260T].

The Lord is now dealing with his people who believe in present truth.
He designs to bring about nonentous results, and while in his

provi dence he is working towards this end, he says to his people, "Go
Forward!" True, the path is not yet opened, but when they nove on in
the strength of faith and courage, God will nmake the way plain before
their eyes. There are ever those who will conplain, as did ancient
Israel, and charge the difficulties of their position upon those whom
God has raised up for the special purpose of advancing his cause. They
fail to see that God is testing them by bringing theminto straight

pl aces, from which there is no deliverance except by his hand. p. 30,
Para. 2, [260T].

There are tines when the Christian |ife seens beset by dangers, and
duty seens hard to perform The imagination pictures inmpending ruin
before, and bondage or death behind. Yet the voice of God speaks
clearly above all discouragenents, "Go Forward!" W should obey this
command, let the result be what it may, even though our eyes cannot
penetrate the darkness and we feel the cold waves about our feet. p.
30, Para. 3, [260T].

The Hebrews were weary and terrified, yet if they had held back when
Moses bade them advance, if they had refused to nove nearer to the Red
Sea, God woul d never have opened the path for them In marching down to
the very water, they showed that they had faith in the word of God, as
spoken by the nan Moses. They did all that was in their power to do,
and then the M ghty One of Israel performed his part and divided the
waters to nmake a path for their feet. p. 31, Para. 1, [260T].

The cl ouds that gather about our way will never disappear before a
hal ti ng, doubting spirit. Unbelief says, W can never surnount these
obstructions, let us wait until they are renoved, and we can see our
way clearly. But faith courageously urges an advance, hoping al
things, believing all things. Obedience towards God is sure to bring
the victory. Through faith only can we reach Heaven. p. 31, Para. 2,
[260T].

There is a great simlarity between our history and that of the
children of Israel. God |led his people from Egypt into the wi | derness,
where they could keep his |law and obey his voice. The Egypti ans, who
had no regard for the Lord, were encanped close by them yet, what was
to thema great flood of light, illum nating the whol e canp, and
sheddi ng bri ght ness upon the path before them was to the hosts of
Pharaoh a wall of clouds, making bl acker the darkness of night. p. 31,
Para. 3, [260T1].

So, at this time, there is a people whom God has nmade the repository
of his law. To those who obey them the commandnents of God are as a
pillar of fire, lighting and | eading the way to eternal salvation. But
unto those who disregard them they are as the clouds of night. The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom Better than all other
know edge i s an understanding of the word of God. In keeping his
commandnents there is great reward, and no earthly inducenments shoul d
cause the Christian to waver for a nmonent in his allegiance. Riches,
honor, and worldly ponp are but as dross that shall perish before the
fire of God's wath. p. 32, Para. 1, [260Tr].



The voice of the Lord bidding his faithful ones "Go Forward,"
frequently tries their faith to the utternmost. But if they should defer

obedi ence till every shadow of uncertainty was renoved fromtheir
under st andi ng, they would never nove on at all. Those who think it

i mpossible for themto yield to the will of God and have faith in his
prom ses until all is made clear and plain before them wll never
yield at all. Faith is not certainty of know edge, it is the substance

of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. To obey the
commandnents of God is the only way to obtain his favor. "Go Forward,"
shoul d be the Christian's watchword. p. 32, Para. 2, [260T].

Epi stl e Nunber One. p. 33, Para. 1, [260T].

Dear Brethren and Sisters:--1 have been shown sone things in reference
to the church in P---- G---. Individual cases were shown ne, which in
many respects represent the cases of many others. Anpbng them was that
of sister P. and her husband. The Lord convicted himof the truth. He
was charned with the harnmony and spirit of the truth, and was bl essed
in confessing it. But Satan canme to himwth his tenptations upon the
poi nt of appetite. p. 33, Para. 2, [260T].

Bro. P. had long indul ged his appetite for stinulants, which had an

i nfl uence to becloud the mnd, weaken the intellect, and | essen the
noral powers. Reason and judgnment were brought in bondage to depraved,
unnatural appetite, and his birthright, his God-gi ven manhood, was
sacrificed to intenperate habits. If Bro. P. had made the word of God
his study, and his guide, had he trusted in God, and prayed for grace
to overcome, he would have had strength in the name of Jesus to baffle
the tenpter. p. 33, Para. 3, [260T].

But Bro. P. had never felt the high clains that God had upon him His
noral faculties had been enfeebled by his habits of eating and
dri nki ng, and his dissipation. He had, when he enbraced the truth, a
character to formfor Heaven. God would test and prove him He had a
work to do for hinself that no one could do for him He had, by his
course of life, lost many years of precious, probationary tinme, when he
m ght have been gaining an experience in matters of religion, and a
know edge of the life of Christ, and the infinite sacrifice he made in
man's behalf that he might free himfromthe fetters Satan had bound
upon him and enable himto glorify his nane. p. 33, Para. 4, [260T].

Christ paid a dear price for man's redenption. In the wlderness of
tenptation he suffered the keenest pangs of hunger; and while emaciated
with fasting Satan was at hand with his manifold tenptations to assai
the Son of God, to take advantage of his weakness and overcone him and
thus thwart the plan of salvation. But Christ was steadfast. He
overcanme in behalf of the race, that he might rescue themfromthe
degradation of the fall. Christ's experience is for our benefit. Hs
exanple in overconming appetite points out the way for those who woul d
be his followers and finally sit with himon his throne. p. 34, Para.
1, [260T1].

Christ suffered hunger in the fullest sense. Mankind generally have
all that is needful to sustain life. And yet, like our first parents,
they will desire that which God would withhold because it is not best
for them Christ suffered hunger for necessary food, and resisted the



tenptati on of Satan upon the point of appetite. Indul gence of
i ntenperate appetite, creates in fallen man unnatural desires for the
things which will eventually prove his ruin. p. 34, Para. 2, [260T].

Man came fromthe hand of God perfect in every faculty of mind and
body, in perfect soundness, therefore in perfect health. It took nore
than two thousand years of indul gence of appetite and |ustful passions
to create such a state of things in the human organi smas would | essen
vital force. Through successive generations the tendency was nore
swi ftly downward. |ndul gence of appetite and passion combined, led to
excess and viol ence; debauchery and aboni nations of every kind weakened
t he energies, and brought upon the race di seases of every type unti
the vigor and glory of the first generati ons passed away, and nman began
to show signs of decay in the third generation from Adam Successive
generations after the flood degenerated nore rapidly. p. 34, Para. 3,

[ 260T] .

Al this weight of woe and accunul ated suffering can be traced to the
i ndul gence of appetite and passion. Luxurious living and the use of

wi ne corrupt the blood, inflane the passions, and produce di seases of
every kind. Parents | eave naladies as a |l egacy to their children. As a
rule, every intenperate nman, who rears children, transnmts his
inclinations and evil tendencies to his offspring, and the evil does
not end here; he gives to them di sease fromhis own inflaned and
corrupted bl ood. Licentiousness, disease and inbecility is transmtted
as an inheritance of woe fromfather to son and from generation to
generation, bringing anguish and suffering into the world, which is no
| ess than a repetition of the fall of man. p. 35, Para. 1, [260T].

The continual transgression of nature's laws is a continua
transgression of the |l aw of God. The present weight of suffering and
angui sh which we see everywhere, the present deformty, decrepitude,

di sease and inbecility now flooding the world, nake it, in conparison
to what it mght be, and what God designed it should be, a |azar-house,
and the present generation are feeble in nmental, noral and physica
power. p. 36, Para. 1, [260T].

All this accunmul ated mi sery fromgeneration to generation is because
fallen man will break the | aw of God. Sins of the greatest magnitude
are comm tted through the indul gence of perverted appetite. p. 36,
Para. 2, [260T1].

The effort nmade to create a taste for the disgusting, filthy poison,
tobacco, leads to the desire for stronger stinulants, as |liquor, which
is taken, on one plea or another, for sone imaginary infirmty, or to
prevent some possible disease. Thus an unnatural appetite is created
for these hurtful and exciting stinmulants, which strengthens until the
i ncrease of intenperance in this generation is alarm ng. Beverage-
| oving, liquor-drinking nmen may be seen everywhere. Their intellect is
enfeebl ed, the noral powers are weakened, the sensibilities are
benunmbed, and the clainms of God and heaven are not realized, and
eternal things are not appreciated. The Bi bl e declares that no drunkard
shall inherit the kingdomof God. p. 36, Para. 3, [260T].

Tobacco and |iquor stupefy and defile the user. But the evil does not
stop here. He transmits irritable tenmper, polluted blood, enfeebled
intellect, and weak norals to his children; and renders hinself



accountable for all the evil results that his wong and di ssi pated
course of life has brought upon his famly and the conmunity. p. 36,
Para. 4, [260T1].

The race is groaning under a wei ght of accunul ated woe, because of the
sins of fornmer generations. And yet with scarcely a thought or care,
men and wonen of the present generation indul ge intenperance by
surfeiting and drunkenness, and thereby |eave as a | egacy for the next
generation di sease, enfeebled intellects, and polluted norals. p. 37,
Para. 1, [260rT1].

I ntenperance of any kind is the worst sort of selfishness. Those who
truly fear God and keep his commandnents | ook upon these things in the
light of reason and religion. How can any nan or any wonman keep the | aw
of God, which requires man to | ove his neighbor as hinself, and indul ge
i ntenperate appetite, which benunbs the brain, and gives |loose rein to
| ust. Reason and conscience are blinded by the | ower passions. p. 37,
Para. 2, [260T1].

We inquire, what will the husband of sister P. do? WII he, |ike Esau,
sell his birthright for a ness of pottage? WIIl he sell his godlike
manhood to indul ge a perverted taste which only brings unhappi ness and
degradation? "The wages of sin is death."” Has not this brother the
noral courage to deny appetite? Hi s habits have not been in harnony
with the truth, and with the testinmonies of reproof which God has seen
fit to give his people. H's conscience was not altogether dead. He knew
that he could not serve God and i ndulge his appetite, therefore yielded
to the tenptation of Satan which was too strong for him in his own
strength, to resist. He was overcone. He has assigned his want of
interest in the truth to other causes then the true one, in order to
cover his own weak purpose, and the real cause of his backsliding from
God, which was uncontrolled appetite. This is where nmany stunble; they
waver between denial of appetite and its indulgence, and finally are
overcone by the enemy and yield the truth. Many who have backsli dden
fromthe truth assign as a reason for their course, that they do not
have faith in the testinmonies. p. 37, Para. 3, [260T].

I nvestigation reveals the fact that they had sonme sinful habit that
God through the testinonies condemmed. The question with themis, wll
they yield their idol which God conderms, or will they continue in
their wong course of indulgence, and reject the |ight God has given
them reproving the very things in which they delight? The question to
be settled with themis, shall | receive, as of God, the testinonies
whi ch reprove my sins, and deny nyself, or shall | reject the
testi nmoni es because they reprove ny sins? p. 38, Para. 1, [260T].

In may cases the testinmonies are fully received, the sin and
i ndul gence broken off, and reformation at once conmences in harnony
with the |ight God has given. In other instances sinful indul gences are
cherished, the testinobnies are rejected, and nmany excuses which are
untrue are offered to others as the reason for refusing to receive
them The true reason is not given. It is a lack of noral courage--a
will, strengthened and controlled by the Spirit of God, to renounce
hurtful habits. p. 38, Para. 2, [260T].

It is not an easy matter to overcone established habits of taste and
appetite for narcotics and stinulants. In the name of Christ alone can



this great victory be gained. He overcane in behalf of man in the

wi | derness of tenmptation, in the long fast of nearly six weeks. He
synpat hi zes with the weakness of man. His love for fallen nman was so
great that he made [an] infinite sacrifice that he mght teach himin
hi s degradati on, and through his divine power elevate himfinally to
his throne. But it rests with man whether Christ shall acconplish for
himthat which he is fully able to do. p. 39, Para. 1, [260T].

W Il man take hold of divine power, and with determ nation and

per severance resist Satan as Christ has given himexanple in his
conflict with the foe in the wilderness of tenptation? God cannot save
man, against his will, fromthe power of Satan's artifices. Man must
work with his human power, aided by the divine power of Christ, to
resist and to conquer at any cost to hinself. In short, man nust
overcone as Christ overcane. And then, through the victory it is his
privilege to gain by the all-powerful nane of Jesus, he nmmy becone an
heir of God and joint heir with Jesus Christ. p. 39, Para. 2, [260T].

This could not be the case if Christ alone did all the overcom ng. Mn
must do his part. Man nust be victor on his own account, through the
strength and grace that Jesus gives him Man nmust be a co-worker with
Christ in the | abor of overcomi ng, and then he will be partaker with
Christ of his glory. It is a sacred work in which we are engaged. The
apostl e exhorts his brethren, "Having therefore these pronises, dearly
bel oved, let us cleanse ourselves fromall filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." p. 40, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

It is a sacred duty that we owe to God to keep the spirit pure, as a
tenple for the Holy Ghost. If the heart and mind are devoted to the
servi ce of God, obeying all his comandnents, loving himwith all the
heart, mght, mnd, and strength, and our nei ghbor as ourselves, we
will be found | oyal and true to the requirenents of Heaven. p. 40,
Para. 2, [260T1].

Agai n the apostle says: "Let not sin therefore reign in your norta
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof." He also urges his
brethren to earnest diligence and steady perseverance in their efforts
for purity and holiness of life in these words: "And every man that
striveth for the nastery is tenperate in all things. Now they do it to
obtain a corruptible crown; but we, an incorruptible.” p. 40, Para. 3,
[ 260T] .

He presents before us the spiritual warfare and its reward, in
contrast with the various ganes instituted anmong the heathen in honor
of their gods. For these ganmes, young nmen were trained with the nost
severe discipline, practicing close self-denial. Every indul gence which
woul d have a tendency to weaken the powers of body were forbidden
Those who submitted to the training process were not allowed |uxurious
food or wine, for this would debilitate instead of increase persona
vigor, healthful activity, fortitude and firmess. It was consi dered
t he hi ghest honor to gain a sinple chaplet which would fade in a few
short hours. p. 41, Para. 1, [260T].

Many wi tnesses, kings and nobl es, were present on these occasions. The
conpetitors for this perishable crown, after they had exercised severe
abst em ousness, and submitted to rigid discipline in order to obtain



personal vigor and activity with the hope of becom ng victors, were
even then not sure of the prize. The prize could be awarded to but one.
Some might |abor fully as hard as others and put forth their utnost
powers to gain the crowni ng honor, but, as they reached forth the hand
to secure the prize, another, an instant before them m ght secure the
coveted treasure. p. 41, Para. 2, [260T].

This is not the case in the Christian warfare. All may run this race
and may be sure of victory and inmortal honor if they subnit to the

conditions. Says Paul, "So run that ye may obtain." He then expl ains
the conditions which are necessary for themto observe in order to be
successful: "And every man that striveth for the nmastery is tenperate

inall things." p. 41, Para. 3, [260T].

I f heathen men, who are not controlled by enlightened consci ence, who
have not the fear of God before them would submit to deprivation and a
di sci pline of training--denying thenselves of every weakeni ng
i ndul gence nerely for a weath of perishable substance and the appl ause
of the nultitude, how nmuch nore should they who are running the
Christian race in the hope of immortality and the approval of High
Heaven, be willing to deny thensel ves unheal thy stiml ants and
i ndul gences whi ch degrade the norals, enfeeble the intellect, and bring
the higher powers in subjection to the aninmal appetites and passions.

p. 42, Para. 1, [260T].

Mul titudes in the world are witnessing this gane of life, the

Christian warfare. And this is not all. The Monarch of the universe,
and the nyriads of heavenly angels are spectators of this race--
anxi ously watching to see who will be successful overconers, and wn

the crown of glory that fadeth not away. Wth intense interest God and
heavenly angels mark the self-denial, self-sacrificing, and agoni zi ng
efforts of those who engage to run the Christian race. The reward given
to every man will be in accordance with the persevering energy and
faithful earnestness with which he has perforned his part in the great
contest. p. 42, Para. 2, [260T1].

In the games referred to, but one was sure of the prize. In the
Christian race, says the apostle, | run "not as uncertainly.” W are
not to be disappointed at the end of the race. To all those who fully
conmply with the conditions in God's word, with a sense of their
responsibility to preserve physical vigor and activity of body, that
they may have well bal anced minds and healthy norals, the race is not
uncertain. They all may gain the prize, and win and wear the crown of
imortal glory that fadeth not away. p. 43, Para. 1, [260T].

The apostle Paul tells us that, "W are nmade a spectacle unto the
world, and to angels, and to nen." A cloud of w tnesses are observing
our Christian course. "Wherefore, seeing we al so are conpassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, |ooking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who, for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shane, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God." p. 43, Para. 2, [260T1].

The worl d should be no criterion for us. It is fashionable to indulge
the appetite with |uxurious food and unnatural stinmulus, strengthening



by i ndul gence the ani mal propensities, and crippling the gromh and
devel opnent of the noral faculties. p. 43, Para. 3, [260T].

There is not encouragenment given to any son or daughter of Adamt hat
they may becone victorious overconers in the Christian warfare unless
they decide to practice tenperance in all things. If they do this they
will not fight as one that beateth the air. p. 43, Para. 4, [260T].

If Christians will keep the body in subjection and bring all their
appetites and passions under the control of enlightened conscience,
feeling it a duty that they owe to God and to their neighbor to obey
the [ aws which govern health and life, they will have the bl essing of
physi cal and nental vigor. They will have noral power to engage in the
war fare against Satan; and in the name of himwho conquered appetite in
their behalf, they may be nore than conquerors on their own account.
The warfare is open to all who will engage in it. p. 44, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

I was shown the case of Bro. R, that a cloud of darkness surrounded
him The |ight of Heaven was not in his dwelling. Although he professed
to believe the truth, he did not exemplify in his daily life its
sanctifying influence upon his heart. He does not naturally possess a
benevol ent, kind, affectionate, and courteous disposition. Hs
tenperanment is very unfavorable to hinself, and his fam |y and the
church where his influence is felt. He has a work to do for hinself
that no one can do for him He has need of the transformi ng influence
of the Spirit of God. p. 44, Para. 2, [260T].

We are bound, by our profession, as Christ's followers, to test our
ways and actions, by conparing themw th the exanple of our Redeener.
Qur spirit and deportment nust correspond with the copy our Saviour has
given us. p. 44, Para. 3, [260T].

Bro. R is not of that tenperanent to bring sunshine into his famly.
Here is a good place for himto begin to work. He is too nuch like a
cloud rather than a beamof light. He is too selfish to speak words of
approval to the nenbers of his famly, especially the one of all others
who shoul d have his | ove and tender respect. He is norose, overbearing
and dictatorial. H's words are frequently cutting, and | eave a wound
that he does not try to heal by softening his spirit, acknow edging his
faults and confessing his wong-doings. p. 45, Para. 1, [260T].

He does not neke efforts to cone to the light. There is not with hima
searching of heart and of npotives, tenper, speech and conduct, to see
if hislife is |ike the Exanple. He does not apply God's law to his
life as his rule of action and character. The Lord woul d have a people
honest and upright before him p. 45, Para. 2, [260T].

Sister R has many trials, and the weakness of her own nature to
contend with, and she should not be conpelled to have her | ot made any
harder than is positively necessary. p. 45, Para. 3, [260T].

Bro. R should soften, and cultivate refinenment and courteousness. He
shoul d be very tender and gentle towards his wife, who is his equal in
every respect. He should not utter a word that would cast a shadow upon
her heart. He should begin the work of reformation at home. He should
cultivate affection, and overcone the coarse, harsh, unfeeling, and



ungenerous traits of his disposition, for these are grow ng upon him
If we poor nortals reach Heaven, we nust overconme as Christ overcane.
We nust be assimilated to his image, and our characters be spotl ess.
p. 45, Para. 4, [260T].

I was shown that Bro. R has not a high sense of the perfection of
character necessary to a Christian. He has not a proper sense of his
duty to his fellownen. He is in danger of advancing his own interests,
if an opportunity presents, irrespective of his neighbor's advantage or
| o0ss. He regards his own prosperity as exceedingly inmportant, but is
not interested in the fortunes or m sfortunes of his neighbors, as a
foll ower of Christ should be. For a trifle of advantage to hinself
Satan can allure himfromhis integrity. This darkens his own soul, and
bri ngs darkness upon the church. "All this," says Satan, "shall be
yours, if you will depart fromstrict integrity. Al this will | give
you if you will only please nme in this, or do and say that." And too
often has Bro. R been deceived by the adversary, to his own hurt and
the darkening of other mnds. p. 46, Para. 1, [260T].

There are some others in the church who need to view things froma

hi gher standpoi nt before they can be spiritually mnded, and in a
position to shed light, instead of casting a shadow, and where they can
discern the mind and will of God. p. 46, Para. 2, [260T1].

Bro. R needs to have his eyes anointed, that he may clearly discern
spiritual things, and al so the devices of Satan. The Christian standard
is high and exalted. But alas, the professed followers of Christ |ower
it to the very dust. p. 46, Para. 3, [260T].

You have need, Bro. R, of constant vigilance |lest you are overcone by
Satan's tenptations to |live for yourself, to be jeal ous and envi ous,
suspi cious and faultfinding. If you go nurrmuringly along you make not
one step of progress in the heavenly road. If you stop for a nonment in
your earnest efforts and prayerful endeavors to subdue and contro
yoursel f, you are in danger of being overcome by sonme strong
tenptation; you nay take inprudent steps; you may manifest an
unchristian spirit, which will not only bring bitterness to your own
soul , but sadness to the nminds of others. You may bring upon them a
wei ght of perplexity and sadness to the m nds of others. You may bring
upon them a wei ght of perplexity and sadness that will endanger their
soul s, and you will be accountable for this baneful influence. Bro. R
if you woul d escaped the pollution that is in the world through |ust,
you nust adorn the Christian profession in all things. p. 47, Para. 1,
[ 260T] .

You will say, This is hard work--the way is too narrow, | cannot wal k
init. Is the way made nore straight in this letter than you find it
plainly marked out in the word of God? Heaven is worth a life-1ong,
persevering, untiring effort. If you now draw back and becone
di scouraged, you will certainly | ose Heaven--lose the inmmortal |life and
crown of glory that fadeth not away. p. 47, Para. 2, [260T].

Those who have a seat at the Saviour's side on his throne are only
that class who have overcome as he overcane. Love for pure, sanctifying
truth, |Iove for the dear Redeener, will |ighten the |abor of
overcoming. His strength will be cheerfully granted to all those who
are really desirous of it. He will crown every persevering effort made



in his nane, with grace and peace. p. 48, Para. 1, [260T].

If your daily study is to glorify God and subdue self, he will make
his strength perfect in your weakness, and you may |ive so that your
conscience will not condemm you. You may have a good report fromthose
who are without. A circunspect |ife will not only bring great profit to
your own soul, but will be a bright light to shine upon the pathway of
others, and will show themthe way to Heaven. p. 48, Para. 2, [260T].

Bro. R, how have you governed your own tenper? Have you sought to
overcome your hasty spirit? Wth the disposition and feelings you now
possess you will as surely fail of Heaven as there is a Heaven. For
your own soul's sake, and for the sake of Christ, who has given you
unm st akabl e evidence of his infinite |ove, bring yourself nearer to
himthat you may be inbued with his spirit. p. 48, Para. 3, [260T].

Cultivate a spirit of watchful ness and prayer that you nmay rightly
represent the holy faith you profess as a follower of our dear Redeener
who has left an exanple in his own life. Imtate our Saviour. Learn of
Christ. Endure hardness as a good sol dier of Jesus Christ, and overcone
the tenptations of Satan as he overcanme, and cone off conqueror over
all your defects of character. p. 48, Para. 4, [260Tl].

Christ was a perfect overconer. We nust be perfect and entire, wanting
not hi ng--wi t hout spot or blem sh. The redenption Christ achieved for
man was at infinite cost to hinself. The victory we gain over our own

evil hearts and over the tenptations of Satan will cost us strong
effort, constant watchful ness and persevering prayer, and we shall then
not only reap the reward which is the gift of eternal life, but wll

i ncrease our happiness on earth by a consci ousness of duty perforned,
and the greater respect and | ove of those about us. p. 49, Para. 1,
[ 260T].

I was shown that there is a general |ack of devotion, and sincere and
earnest effort in the church. There are many who need to be converted.
Bro. C. is not a stay and strength to the church. He does not advance
in the diving life as he advances in years. He has professed the truth
many years, yet has been slow to learn and live its principles;
therefore he has not been sanctified through the truth. He holds
himself in a position to be tenpted of Satan. He is still as a child in
experience. He is watching others and marking their failings, when he
shoul d be searching diligently his ow heart. p. 49, Para. 2, [260T].

That readi ness to question, and to see faults in his brethren and talk
of themto others, is reproved by the words of Christ to one whom he
saw was nore interested in the course of his brethren, than careful to
wat ch and pray | est Satan should overcome hinself. Said Christ to his
di sciples, "What is that to thee? follow thou ne." p. 49, Para. 3,

[ 260T].

It is all that Bro. C. can do in the weakness of his nature, to guard
his own soul and close every avenue whereby Satan could gain access to
i nsinuate doubts in regard to others. He is in great danger of |osing
his soul, by failing to perfect Christian character during probationary
time. He is slowto follow Christ. His senses seemto be clouded, and
al nost paralyzed so that he does not place a proper estimte upon
sacred things. He may even now correct his errors, and overcone his



defects if he will work in the strength of God. p. 50, Para. 1
[ 260T].

There are several in the church at P. G whose names | cannot call
who have victories to gain over their appetite and passions. sone talk
too nuch and stand in this position, "Report, and I will report it."

M serabl e i ndeed is such a position! If all these gossipers would ever
bear in mind that an angel is followi ng them recording their words,
there woul d be less tal king and much nore praying. p. 50, Para. 2,

[ 260T].

There are children of Sabbath-keepers who have been taught fromtheir
youth to observe the Sabbath. Some of these are very good children
faithful to duty as far as tenporal matters are concerned; but they
feel no deep conviction of sin, and no need of repentance from sin.
Such are in a dangerous condition. They are watching the deportnment and
efforts of professed Christians. They see sone who nmke high
prof essi ons but are not conscientious Christians, and they conpare
their own views and actions with these stunbling-blocks and flatter
t henmsel ves that, as there are no outbreaking sins in their lives, they
are about right. p. 50, Para. 3, [260T].

To these youth | am authorized to say, Repent ye and be converted,
that your sins nmay be blotted out. There is no tinme for you to waste.
Heaven and imortal |life are valuable treasures that will cost an
effort on your part to obtain. No matter how faultless nay have been
your lives, as sinners you have steps to take. You are required to
repent, believe, and be baptized. Christ was wholly righteous, yet he,
the Savi our of the world, gave man an exanple, by taking the steps
hi nsel f which he requires the sinner to take to becone a child of God--
an heir of Heaven. p. 51, Para. 1, [260Tl].

If Christ, the spotless and pure Redeener of mmn, condescended to take
the steps necessary for the sinner to take in conversion, why should
any, with the light of truth shining upon their pathway, hesitate to
submit their hearts to God, and in hunmility confess that they are
sinners, and show their faith in the atonenment of Christ by words and
actions, identifying thenselves with those who profess to be his
foll owers? There will ever be those who do not live their profession,
whose daily |ives show themto be anything but Christians; but should
this be a sufficient reason for any to refuse to put on Christ by
baptisminto the faith of his death and resurrection? p. 51, Para. 2,
[ 260T] .

Even when Jesus was upon the earth hinself, and wal ked with, and
taught his disciples, there was one anong the twelve who was a devil.
Judas betrayed his Lord. Christ had a perfect know edge of the life of
Judas. He knew of his covetousness which he did not overcone. He gave
hi m many | essons upon this subject in his sernons to others. Through
i ndul gence Judas permitted this trait in his character to grow and take
so deep root that it crowded out the good seed of truth sown in his
heart, until evil predoninated, and he, for |ove of noney, could sel
his Lord for a few pieces of silver. p. 52, Para. 1, [260T].

Because Judas was not right at heart, because he was so corrupted with
sel fi shness and | ove of noney that it led himto commt a great crine,
is no evidence that there were not true Christians--genui ne disciples



of Christ who |oved their Saviour and tried to imtate his |life and
exanple, and to obey his teachings. p. 52, Para. 2, [260T].

I was shown that the case of Judas, being nunmbered anong the twelve,
with all his faults and defects of character, is a | esson of
i nstruction which Christians may be profited in studying. Wien Judas
was chosen by our Lord, his case was not hopel ess. He had sone good
qualities. In association with Christ in the work, he had a favorable
opportunity, by listening to his discourses, to see his evils, and to
become acquainted with his defects of character if he really desired to
be a true disciple. He was even placed in a position by our Lord where
he coul d have his choice either to develop his covetous disposition, or
see and correct it. He carried the little neans collected for the poor
and for the necessary expenses of Christ and the disciples in their
wor k of preaching. p. 52, Para. 3, [260T].

This little noney was to Judas a continual tenptation, and he, from
time to time, when he did a little service for Christ, or devoted a
little tinme to religious purposes, paid hinself out of the neager fund
collected to advance the light of the gospel. He finally became so
penurious that he made bitter conplaint of the ointnent poured upon the
head of Jesus because it was expensive. He turned it over and over in
his m nd, and counted the noney that m ght have been placed in his
hands to expend, if that ointnment had been sold. His selfishness grew
stronger, until he felt that the treasury had really nmet with great
| oss in not receiving the value of the ointnment in nmoney. He finally
made open conplaint of the extravagance of this expensive offering to
Christ. Qur Saviour rebuked himfor this covetousness. This rankled in
the heart of Judas, until he, for a small sum of npney, consented to
betray his Lord. p. 53, Para. 1, [260T].

There will be those anpbng Sabbat h- keepers who are no truer at heart
than was Judas. But the cases of such should be no excuse to keep
others fromfollowing Christ. p. 53, Para. 2, [260T].

God loves the children of Bro. N, but they are in fearful danger of
feeling whole, and in no need of a physician. Trusting in their own

ri ghteousness will never save them They nust feel the need of a

Savi our. Christ came to save sinners. Said Jesus, "I came not to cal
the righteous but sinners to repentance.” The Pharisees who felt that
they were righteous, and who trusted in their good works, felt no need
of a Saviour. They felt that they were well enough of without Christ.
p. 54, Para. 1, [260T].

These dear children of Bro. N. should plead with Jesus to reveal to
them their sinful ness, and then ask himto reveal hinmself as their sin-
par doni ng Savi our. These precious children nmust not be deceived and
m ss eternal |ife. Except they are converted they cannot enter the
ki ngdom of heaven. They nmust wash their robes of character in the bl ood
of the Lanb. Jesus invites themto take the steps that sinners nust
take in order to beconme his children. He has given them an exanple in
his life in subnmitting to the ordi nance of baptism He is our exanple
inall things. p. 54, Para. 2, [260T1].

God requires these children to give himtheir heart's best and holiest
affection. He has bought themw th his own blood. He clains their
service. They are not their own. Jesus has made infinite sacrifice for



them A pitying, loving Saviour will receive themif they will cone to
himjust as they are and depend on his righteousness and not on their
own nerits. p. 54, Para. 3, [260T].

God pities and | oves the youth of P. G, and he wants themto find
happiness in him He died to redeemthem He will bless themif they
conme to himin nmeekness and sincerity. He will be found of them if
they seek himwith all their hearts. p. 55, Para. 1, [260T].

Epi stl e Number Two. p. 55, Para. 2, [260T].

Bro. ----, | have been shown the condition of God s people. They are
stupefied by the spirit of the world. They are denying their faith by
their works. | was pointed back to ancient Israel. They had great |ight

and exalted privileges; yet they did not live up to the light, nor
appreciate their advantages, and their |ight becane darkness. They

wal ked in the |ight of their own eyes, instead of follow ng the

| eadi ngs of God. The history of the children of Israel was witten for
the benefit of those who live in the |ast days, that they may avoid
foll owing their exanple of unbelief. p. 55, Para. 3, [260T].

Bro. ----, you were shown nme enshrouded in darkness. The | ove of the
worl d had taken entire control of your being. The very best of your
days are past. Your vitality and power of endurance, as far as physica
| abor is concerned, are enfeebled, and now when you should be able to
| ook back on a |life of noble effort in blessing others, and glorifying
God, you can only have regret, and realize a want of happiness and
peace. You are not living that |ife which will neet the approval of
God. Your spiritual and eternal interests are nade secondary. Brain,
bone, and nuscle have been taxed to the utnost. Wiy all this
expendi ture of strength! Why this accunul ati on of cares and burdens for
your family to bear? What is your reward? The satisfaction of laying up
for yourself a treasure upon the earth, which Christ has forbidden and
which will prove a snare to your soul. p. 55, Para. 4, [260T].

In Christ's sermon on the nmount he says, "Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where nmoth and rust doth corrupt, and where
t hi eves break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in
Heaven." If you lay up treasures in Heaven, you do it for yourself, you
are working for your own interest. p. 56, Para. 1, [260T].

Your treasure, ny dear brother, is laid up on the earth, and your
interest and affections are on your treasure. You have cultivated a

| ove for noney, for houses and | ands, until it has absorbed the powers
of your mnd and being, and your love for worldly possessions has been
greater than your |love for your Creator, and souls for whom Chri st

di ed. The god of this world has blinded your eyes so that eterna
things are not valued. p. 56, Para. 2, [260T].

The great |eading tenptations that would assail man, Christ net in the
wi | derness of tenptation. There he encountered, single-handed, the
wily, subtile foe, and overcane him The first great tenptation was
appetite; second, presunption; third, the |Ilove of the world. Satan has
overconme his mllions by tenpting themto the indul gence of appetite.
Through the gratification of the taste the nervous system becones
excited, the brain power enfeebled, nmaking it inpossible to think
calmy or rationally. The mind is unbal anced. Its higher, nobler



properties are perverted to serve aninmal lust, and the sacred and
eternal interests are not regarded. Wen this object is gained then
Satan can conme with his two other |eading tenmptations and find ready
access. His mani fold besetnents of sin grow out of these three great
| eadi ng points. p. 56, Para. 3, [260T].

Presunption is a conmon tenptation, and as Satan assails nen with
this, he obtains the victory nine tinmes out of ten. Those who profess
to be followers of Christ, and claimby their faith to be enlisted in
the warfare against all evil in their nature, frequently plunge w thout
t hought, into tenptations that would require a mracle to bring them
forth unsullied. Meditation and prayer woul d have preserved them and
|l ed themto have shunned the critical, dangerous position in which they
have pl aced thensel ves where they have given Satan the advantage over
them The promises of God are not for us rashly to claimwhile we rush
on recklessly into danger, violating the | aws of nature, and
di sregardi ng prudence, and the judgment with which God has endowed us.
This is the nost flagrant presunption. p. 57, Para. 1, [260T].

The thrones and ki ngdons of the world and the glory of them were
offered to Christ, if he would only bow down to Satan. Never wi |l man
be tried with tenptations as powerful as those which assailed Christ.
Satan canme with worldly honor, wealth, and the pleasures of life, and
presented themin the nost attractive light to allure and deceive. "Al
this," said he to Christ, "will | give thee, if thou wilt worship ne."
Christ repelled the wily foe, and cane off victor. p. 57, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

Sat an has better success in approaching man. All this noney, all this
gain, this land, this power, honor and riches will | give thee. For
what ? His conditions generally are, that integrity shall be yielded,
consci enti ousness bl unted, and sel fishness indul ged. Through devotion
to worldly interests Satan receives all the homage he asks. The door is
I eft open for himto enter as he pleases, with his evil train of
i mpati ence, |ove of self, pride, avarice, over-reaching, and his whole
catal ogue of evil spirits. Man is charnmed, and treacherously allured on
toruin. If we yield ourselves to worldliness of heart and life, Satan
is satisfied. p. 58, Para. 1, [260T].

Christ's exanple is before us. He overcanme Satan, showi ng us how we
may al so overcone. Christ resisted Satan with scripture. He m ght have
had recourse to his own divine power, and used his own words; but he

said, "It is witten, Man shall not live by bread al one, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the nmouth of God." Wth the second
tenptation he says, "It is witten again, Thou shalt not tenpt the Lord

thy God.' Christ's exanple is before us. If the Sacred Scriptures were
studied and followed, the Christian would be fortified to neet the wly
foe; but the word of God is neglected, and di saster and defeat follow.

p. 58, Para. 2, [260T].

Dear Bro., you have neglected to heed the testinonies of warning given
you years ago, showi ng you that the enemy was upon your track, to open
before you the charns of this world, urging you to choose earthly
treasure, and sacrifice the heavenly reward. Bro. L., you cannot afford
to do this, there is too nuch at stake. "Wat shall it profit a man, if
he shall gain the whole world, and |ose his own soul ? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul ?" You are selling your soul at a



cheap market. You cannot afford to make this great sacrifice. God has
intrusted talents to your stewardship. They are your neans and

i nfluence. He wishes to test and prove you. You should have |ost no
time but commenced i mmediately to increase your Master's store. Had you
done this, your success would have been equal to your industry,
perseverance and zeal in applying the capital placed in your hands. Had
you done this, your talents of influence (setting aside the neans which
you could have called to your aid) would have turned many souls from
error to truth and righteousness. These souls woul d have | abored for

ot her souls, and thus influence and neans woul d be constantly
increasing and nultiplying in the Master's cause, and you, for the

fai thful inprovenment of your talent, would have heard fromthe Master
the nost graci ous words that shall ever fall upon the ear; "WelIl done,
thou good and faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a few
things, | will nmake thee ruler over many things. Enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord." p. 59, Para. 1, [260T].

Bro. L, had you directed the powers of your intellect into the right
channel , serving your Heavenly Father, you would have been grow ng
stronger in the truth, stronger in spirit, and power, and would now be
a pillar of the church in M, and a successful teacher of the truth,

t hrough your exanple as well as by giving the reasons of our faith from
the Scriptures. p. 60, Para. 1, [260T1].

Had you used your powers of m nd which you have enployed in getting
property, to bring souls from darkness to the light, you would have net
the approval of God and been highly successful. p. 60, Para. 2,
[260T].

Those with but small capacities, sanctified by the |ove of God, can do
good for the Master, but they who have quick, discerning mnds may
employ themfor himin his high, exalted work, with grand results. To
wrap themin a napkin, and hide themin the earth, and deprive God of
the increase of the talents he has intrusted to them is a great wong.
p. 60, Para. 3, [260T].

We are probationers. The Master is conming to investigate our course,
and he will inquire what use has been nade of the talents lent us. p.
60, Para. 4, [260rT].

Bro. L., what use are you making of the talents God has placed in your
care? Have you done what you could to enlighten the mnds of nmen in
regard to truth, or have you found no tine from your business cares and
perplexities, to devote to this work? It is a crime to use the bounties
of God as you have done to dim nish your physical strength, and
separate your affections from God. "Ye cannot serve God and manmon."
You cannot |ove this world and |love the truths of God. "Know ye not
that the friendship of the world is ennmity with God? whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the eneny of God." "Love not
the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any nan | ove
the world, the love of the Father is not in him" You are not a happy
man. Your family is not a happy famly. Angels of God do not cone in
and abide with you. Wen the religion of Christ rules in the heart,
consci ence approves, peace and happiness reign; perplexity and trouble
may surround, yet there is light in the soul. p. 61, Para. 1, [260T].

Submi ssion, love, and gratitude to God, keep sunshine in the heart,



t hough the day may ever be so cloudy. Self-denial, and the cross of
Christ are before you. WIl you lift the cross? Your children have been
bl essed by a nother's prayers. They loved religion. They tried to
resist tenptation, and live lives of prayer. Sonetinmes they tried very
hard, but your exanple before them your |ove and devotion to the
worl d, and your close application to business, withdrew their nm nds
fromspiritual things and turned themto earth again. They had Satan
upon their track to lead themto | ove the world, and the things of the
world. They gradually lost their confidence in God, and negl ected
secret prayer and religious duties, and have wi thdrawn their interest
fromholy things. Dear Bro. L., you have made a great m stake in giving
this world your anbition. You have been exacting and soneti nmes

i npatient, and at tinmes require too much of your son. He has becone

di scouraged. At your house, fromearly norning until night, it has been
wor k, work, work. Your |arge farm has brought extra cares and burdens
into your house. You have tal ked busi ness, for business was primary in
your mnd. "Out of the abundance of the heart the nouth speaketh." Has
your exanple in your fam |y exalted Christ and his sal vation above your
farm ng interest and your desire for gain? If your children fail of
everlasting |life the blood of their souls will surely be found on the
garnments of their father. p. 61, Para. 2, [260T].

The nother did her duty faithfully. She will hear the "well done," as
she rises in the resurrection norning. Her first inquiry will be for
her children who were the burden of her prayers the latter portion of
her life. Can you present themw th beautiful characters giving thema
noral fitness for the society of angels? or will they be tarnished and
sullied by the pollution of the world? WIIl they be found partakers of
the divine nature having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust? WII they be as pillars polished after the sinmlitude of

a palace? or will they be found |overs of the world, cursed with the
spirit of avarice, and their bright and noble qualities buried in
oblivion? Your course will do nuch to determ ne the future destiny of

your children. If you drown your powers of mind in worldly care and
schem ng you are a stunbling-block to them They see that, while
professing Christianity, you have nmade no spiritual advancenent, but
are norally dwarfed. This is true. Your mind has been concentrated on
earthly things; as a result you have devel oped great power in this
direction. You are decidedly a worldly, business man, but God desi gned
that you should use your ability and influence in a higher calling. p.
62, Para. 1, [260T].

You are dazzled and blinded by the god of this world. Ch, what a
terrible insanity is upon you. You nay gather together earthly
treasure, but it will be destroyed in the great conflagration. |If you
now return unto the Lord, and use your talents of nmeans and infl uence,
for the glory of God, and send your treasure before you into Heaven,
you will not neet with a total loss. p. 63, Para. 1, [260T].

The great conflagrations and di sasters by sea and | and that have
visited our country, were the especial providence of God, a warning of
what is about to cone upon the world. God would show man that he can
kindle a fire upon his idols that water cannot quench. The great
general conflagration is but just ahead, when all this wasted |abor of
life will be swept away in a night and day. The treasure laid up in
Heaven will be safe. No thief can approach nor nmoth corrupt it. p. 63,
Para. 2, [260rT1].



A young man canme to Christ and said, "Good Master, what good thing
shall | do, that | may have eternal |ife?" Jesus bade himkeep the
commandnents. He returned answer, Lord, "all these have |I kept from ny
youth up, what lack | yet?" Jesus |ooked with | ove upon the young nmn,
and faithfully pointed out to himhis deficiency in keeping the
commandnents. He did not |ove his neighbor as hinself. Christ showed
himhis true character. H's selfish |ove of riches was his defect which
if not renoved woul d debar himfrom Heaven. "If thou wilt be perfect,
go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in Heaven; and cone, and follow me." Christ would have him
understand that he required nothing of himnore than he hinmself had
experienced. Al he asked was that he should follow his exanple. p.
64, Para. 1, [260T].

Christ left his riches and glory, and becane poor, that man through
his poverty m ght be nade rich. He now requires himfor the sake of
these riches to yield earthly things, and secure Heaven. Christ knew
that while the affections were upon worldly treasure, they would be
wi t hdrawn from God; therefore he said to the |awer "Go and sell that
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
Heaven; and come and follow nme." How did he receive the words of
Christ? Was he rejoiced that he could secure the heavenly treasure? He
was very sorrowful for he had great possessions. Riches to himwere
honor and power. The great ampunt of his treasure nade such a di sposa
of it seemlike an inpossibility. p. 64, Para. 2, [260T].

Here is the danger of riches to the avaricious man. The nore he gains
the harder it is for himto be generous. To dimnish his wealth is like
parting with |ife. Rather than do this he turns fromthe attracti on of
the immortal reward in order to retain and increase his earthly
possessi ons. He accurul ates and hoards. Had he kept the commandnents
his worldly possessions woul d not have been so great. How coul d he,
plotting and striving for self, love God with all his heart, and with
all his mnd, and with all his strength, and his nei ghbor as hinself?
Had he distributed to the necessities of the poor, and blessed his
fellow-men with a portion of his neans, as their wants demanded, he
woul d have been far happier, and would have had greater heavenly
treasure, and less of earth to place his affections upon. p. 65, Para.
1, [260T].

Christ assured the young man who canme to him that if he would obey
his requirenents he should have treasure in Heaven. This world-Iloving
man was very sorrowful. He wanted Heaven but he desired to retain his
wealth. He renounced imortal life for the | ove of noney and power. Oh,
what a m serabl e exchange! Yet many are doing this who profess to keep
all the commandnents of God. You, dear brother, are in danger of doing
t he sane, but you do not realize it. Be not offended because |I lay this
matter so plainly before you. God | oves you. How poorly have you
returned his love! p. 65, Para. 2, [260T1].

I was shown that in your first experience your heart was all aglow
with the truth; your mnd was absorbed in the study of the Scriptures;
you saw new beauty in every line. Then the good seed sown in your heart
was springing up, and bearing fruit to the glory of God. But after a
time, the cares of this life, and the deceitful ness of riches choked
the good seed of the word of God sown in your heart; and you failed to



bring forth fruit. The truth struggled for supremacy in your nind; but
the cares of this life, and the |ove of other things gained the
victory. Satan sought through the attractions of this world to enchain
you, and paralyze your noral powers, that you should have no sense of
God' s cl ai ms upon you, Satan has nearly succeeded. p. 66, Para. 1,

[ 260T].

Now, dear brother, you nust make a npbst earnest, persevering effort to
di sl odge the eneny and assert your liberty, for he has nmade you a sl ave
to this world, until your |love of gain has beconme a ruling passion
Your exanple to others has been bad: selfish interests have been
prom nent. You have, by profession, said to the world, ny citizenship
is not here, but above, while your works decidedly say you are a
dwel ler on the earth. As a snare shall the day of Judgnent conme upon
all those who dwell on the face of the earth. Your profession is only a

hi nderance to souls. You have not correspondi ng works. "I know thy
wor ks" (not thy profession), says the True Wtness. God is now sifting
hi s people--testing their purpose, and their notives. Many will be but

as chaff. No wheat, no value in them p. 66, Para. 2, [260T].

Christ has committed to your trust talents of neans, and of influence;
and he has said to you, inprove these till | cone. Wen the Master
coneth and reckoneth with his servants, and all are called to the
strictest account as to how they have used the talents intrusted to
them how will you, ny dear brother, bear the investigation? WII you
be prepared to return to the Master his talents doubled, |aying before
hi m both principal and interest, showi ng that you have been a judicious
as well as faithful and persevering worker in his service? Bro. L., if
you follow the course that you have pursued for years, your case is
correctly represented by the servant who w apped his talent in a napkin
and buried it in the earth, that is, hid it in the world. Those to whom
the talents were intrusted received reward for the | abor expended in
exact proportion to the fidelity, perseverance, and earnest effort nmde
intrading with their Lord's goods. p. 67, Para. 1, [260T].

God holds you as his debtor, and also as debtor to your fell ow nmen who
have not the light and truth. God has given you light, not to hide
under a bushel, but to set on a candlestick, that all in the house may
be benefited. Your light should shine to others to enlighten souls for
whom Chri st died. The grace of God ruling in your heart, and bringing
into subjection your mnd and thoughts to Jesus, would nmake you a
powerful man on the side of Christ and the truth. p. 67, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

Said Paul, "I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians;
both to the wise, and to the unwise." CGod had revealed to Paul his
truth, and in doing so made him a debtor to those who were in darkness,
to enlighten them You have not had a proper sense of your
accountability before God. You are handling your Lord' s talents. You
have powers of mind that if enployed in the right direction would neke
you a co-worker with Christ and his angels. Had your m nd been turned
in the direction of doing good, of placing the truth before others, you
woul d now be qualified to become a successful |aborer for God, and as
your reward you woul d see many souls saved, that would be as stars in
the crown of your rejoicing. p. 68, Para. 1, [260T].

How can the value of your houses and | ands bear conparison with



preci ous souls for whom Christ died? Through your instrunmentality,
these souls may be saved with you in the kingdom of glory; but you
cannot take with you there the snallest portion of your earthly
treasure. Acquire what you may, preserve it with all the jealous care
you are capabl e of exercising, and yet the mandate may go forth from
the Lord, and in a few hours a fire which no skill can quench, has
destroyed the accunul ati on of your entire life; they lay a mass of
smoul dering ruins. This was the case with Chicago. God's word had gone
forth to lay the city of Chicago in ruins. p. 68, Para. 2, [260T].

This is not the only city that will realize the visible marks of God's
di spl easure. He has made a begi nning; but not an end. The sword of his
wrath is stretched out over the people who have by their pride and
wi ckedness provoked the displeasure of a just God. Stornms, earthquakes,
whirlwi nds, fire and the sword will spread desol ati on everywhere, unti
men's hearts shall fail themfor fear, |ooking for those things which
shall cone upon the earth. You know not how small a space is between
you and eternity. You know not how soon your probation may cl ose. p.
69, Para. 1, [260T].

Make ready, my brother, for the Master to demand your talents, both
principal and interest! To save souls should be the |life work of every
one who professes Christ. W are debtors to the world for the grace
given us of God, for the light which has shone upon us, and the
di scovered beauty and power of the truth. You nmy devote your entire
exi stence to laying up treasures upon earth, but what will they
advant age you when your |ife here closes, or when Christ nakes his
appearance? Not a farthing can you take with you. And just as high as
your worldly honors and riches have exalted you here, to the neglect of
your spiritual life, just so nuch lower will you sink in nmoral worth
before the great tribunal of God's Judgnent. p. 69, Para. 2, [260Tl].

How wi Il this wealth for which you have bartered your soul, be
appropriated, should you be suddenly called to close your probation,
and your voice no |longer control it. What will it profit a man if he

gain the whole world and | ose his own soul ? Your neans are of no nore
val ue than sand, only as used to provide for the daily necessities of
life, and to bless others, and advance the cause of God. God has given
you testinonies of warning and encouragenent, but you have turned from
them You have doubted the testinonies. When you cone back and gat her
up the rays of light, and take your position upon the testinopnies, that
they are from God, then you will be settled in your belief and not thus
waver in darkness and weakness. p. 70, Para. 1, [260T].

You can be a blessing to the church at M You can be a pillar there
even now, if you will cone to the light, and walk in the Iight. God
calls after you again. He seeks to reach you, girded about with
sel fishness as you are, and covered with the cares of this life. He
invites you to withdraw your affections fromthe world, and place them
upon heavenly things. In order to know the will of God, you nust study
it, rather than follow your inclinations, and the natural bent of your
own mnd. "What wilt thou have nme to do," should be the earnest,
anxious inquiry of your heart. p. 70, Para. 2, [260T].

The wei ght of the wath of God will fall upon those who have m sspent
their time, and served mammon instead of their Creator. If you live for
God and for heaven, pointing the way of life to others, you will go



onward and upward to higher and holier joys. You will be rewarded with
the "Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord."” p. 71, Para. 1, [260T].

The joy of Christ was that of seeing souls redeemed and saved in his
gl orious kingdom "Wo, for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God." To gain the treasures of this world, to use them as
you have done, to separate your affections from God, will be to you in
the end a terrible curse. You do not take tinme to read, to nmeditate or
to pray, and you have not taken time to instruct your children, keeping
before them their highest interest. God | oves your children, but they
have had little encouragenent to live a religious life. If you destroy
their faith in the testinonies you cannot reach them The m nds of
poor, failing nortals should be disciplined and educated in religious
and spiritual things. Wen the training is all in reference to the
world, and to making a success of acquiring worldly property, how can
the mnd attain spiritual growth. It is an inpossibility. You, ny
brother, and your famly, mght have risen to the full stature of nen
and worren in Christ Jesus, had you felt one-half the interest to
perfect Christian character and to serve the Lord, that you have had to
serve the world. p. 71, Para. 2, [260Tl].

God is not well pleased that his servants should be ignorant of his
divine will, novices in spiritual understanding, but wise in worldly
wi sdom and know edge. Your earthly interests can bear no conparison
with your eternal welfare. God has a work for you to do higher than
that of acquiring proper. You need a deep and thorough work
acconplished for you. Your entire famly need it, and may God hel p you
all to attain perfection of Christian character. Your children can and
shoul d be a blessing to the youth of your community. They can, by their
exanpl e, by their conversation and actions, glorify their Heavenly

Fat her and grace the cause of religion. p. 72, Para. 1, [260T].

Epi stl e Nunber Three. p. 72, Para. 2, [260T].

Dear Brother and Sister C----: | will nowtry to wite what has been
presented before ne in regard to you, for | feel that it is time for
this church to get their hearts in order and make diligent work for
eternity. You both have the truth and want to obey it, but you are
i nexperienced. | was shown that you would be placed in circunstances
where you would be tried and tested, and traits of character would be
reveal ed which you were not aware that you possessed. p. 72, Para. 3,
[ 260T] .

Many who have never been placed in positions of trial, appear to be
excellent Christians, their lives faultless, but God sees that they
have traits of character that nust be revealed to them before they can
perceive and correct them p. 73, Para. 1, [260T1].

Si meon under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost prophesied. He said
unto Mary in reference to Jesus, "Behold, this child is set for the
fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign that shall be
spoken against; yea, a sword shall pierce through thine own soul also
that the thoughts of many hearts nmay be revealed.” In the providence of
God, we are placed in different positions to call into exercise
qualities of mnd calculated to devel op character under a variety of



ci rcumst ances. "Whosoever shall keep the whole |Iaw, and yet offend in
one point, he is guilty of all." p. 73, Para. 2, [260T].

Prof essed Christians may |ive unexceptionable |lives as far as outward
appearance i s concerned, but when a change of circunstances throws them
into entirely different positions, strong points of character are
di scovered, which would have remai ned hi dden had their surroundi ngs
remai ned the sane. p. 73, Para. 3, [260T1].

I was shown that you have selfish traits which you have need to
strictly guard against. You will be in danger of regarding your
prosperity and your convenience irrespective of the prosperity of
others. You do not possess that spirit of self-denial that resenbles
the great Exanple. You should cultivate benevol ence which will bring
you nore in harnony with the spirit of Christ in his disinterested
benevol ence. p. 73, Para. 4, [260T1].

You need nore human synpathy. This is a quality of our natures which
God has given us to render us charitable and kind to those with whom we
are brought in contact. We find it in men and women whose hearts are
not in unison with Christ, and it is a sad sight indeed when his
professed followers lack this great essential of Christianity. They do
not copy the Pattern, and it is inpossible for themto reflect the
i mpmge of Jesus in their lives and deportnent. p. 74, Para. 1, [260T].

When hurman synpathy is blended with | ove and benevol ence, and
sanctified by the spirit of Jesus, it is an el ement which can be
productive of great good. Those who cultivate benevol ence are not only
doi ng a good work for others, and bl essing those who receive the good
action, but they are benefiting thensel ves by opening their hearts to
the benign influence of true benevol ence. Every ray of light shed upon
others will be reflected upon our own hearts. Every kind and
synpat hi zi ng word spoken to the sorrowful, every act to relieve the
oppressed, and every gift to supply the necessity of our fell ow beings,
given or done with an eye to God's glory, will result in blessings to
the giver. Those who are thus working are obeying a | aw of Heaven and
will receive the approval of God. p. 74, Para. 2, [260T].

The pl easure of doing good to others inparts a glow to the feelings
whi ch flashes through the nerves, quickens the circulation of the
bl ood, and induces nental and physical health. Jesus knew the influence
of benevol ence upon the heart and life of the benefactor. He sought to
i mpress upon the minds of his disciples the benefits to be derived from
the exercise of this virtue. p. 75, Para. 1, [260T].

He say, "It is nore blessed to give than to receive." He illustrates
the spirit of cheerful benevol ence, which should be exercised towards
friends, neighbors, and strangers, by the parable of the man who
journeyed fromJerusalemto Jericho, and fell anong thieves, "which
stripped himof his rainment and wounded him and departed, |leaving him
hal f dead." The Priest and Levite, notw thstanding their exalted
prof essi ons of piety, had not their hearts stirred with pitying
tenderness for the sufferer. A Samaritan who nade no such |ofty
pretensions to righteousness, passed that way, and when he saw t he
stranger's need, he did not regard himwith nmere idle curiosity, but he
saw a human being in distress, and his conpassi on was excited. He
i mredi ately "went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and



wi ne, and set himon his own beast, and brought himto an inn, and took
care of him" And on the norrow he left himin the charge of the host

wi th an assurance that he would pay all charges on his return. Christ
asks, "Wiich now of these three, thinkest thou, was nei ghbor unto him
who fell anpbng the thieves? And he said, he that showed nmercy on him
Then said Jesus unto him go, and do thou likewise." p. 75, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

Here Jesus wi shed to give his disciples a | esson in the nora
obl i gations binding upon man to his fell ow man. And whoever neglects to

carry out these principles, illustrated by this | esson, are not
conmandnent keepers, but, |ike the Levite, they break the | aw of God
that they pretend to revere, while there are those who, |ike the

Sanmaritan, nmake no pretensions to exalted piety, yet have a high sense
of the noral obligation due their fell ow nen, and whose charity and

ki ndness is far greater than some who profess great |ove to God but
fail in good works toward his creatures. p. 76, Para. 1, [260T].

Those are truly loving their neighbor as thenmsel ves, who realize their
responsibilities and clainms that suffering Humanity has upon them and
carry out the principles of God's lawin their daily lives. "And behold
a certain lawer stood up and tenpted him saying, Master, what shall
do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him What is witten in the
| aw? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt |ove the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy m nd; and thy nei ghbor as thyself. And he
said unto him Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live."
Christ here shows the |awer that the true fruits of piety are to | ove
God with all the heart and our nei ghbor as ourselves. "This do," said
he, not nerely believe but do, "and thou shalt live." It is not alone
the professed belief in the binding clainms of God's |aw, that nakes the
Christian, but also the carrying out of that law. p. 76, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

In the parable Christ exalts the Samaritan above the Priest and Levite
who were great sticklers for the letter of the lawin the ten
commandnents. The one obeyed the spirit of these conmandnents, while
the other was content to profess an exalted faith in them but what is
faith wi thout works? p. 77, Para. 1, [260T].

When the advocates of the law of God plant their feet firmy upon its
principles, showing that they are not nerely loyal in name but |oyal at
heart, carrying out in their daily lives the spirit of God's
commandnent s, and exercising true benevolence to man, then will they
have noral power to nove the world. It is inpossible for those who
profess allegiance to the aw of God, to correctly represent the
principles of that sacred decal ogue while slighting its holy
injunctions to | ove our nei ghbor as ourselves. p. 77, Para. 2, [260T].

The nobst el oquent sernmon that can be preached upon the law of the ten
commandnents, is to do them Obedience should be nade a personal duty.
Negl i gence of this duty is flagrant sin. God |lays us under obligations
not only to secure Heaven ourselves, but to feel it a binding duty to
show ot hers the way, and, through our care and disinterested |ove, to
| ead towards Christ those who come within the sphere of our influence.
p. 77, Para. 3, [260T].



The singul ar absence of principle that characterizes the lives of nany
prof essed Christians, is alarmng. Their disregard of God' s |aw

di sheartens those who recognize its sacred clainms, and operates to turn
those fromthe truth who would ot herwi se accept it. p. 78, Para. 1,

[ 260T].

It is necessary for a proper know edge of ourselves, to ook into the
mrror and there discover our own defects, and avail ourselves of the
bl ood of Christ, the fountain opened for sin and uncl eanness, where we
may wash our robes of character and renove the stains of sin. Mny
refuse to see their errors and correct them they do not want a true
know edge of thenselves. p. 78, Para. 2, [260T].

If we would reach a high attainnent in noral and spiritual excellence,
we nust live for it. W are under personal obligation to society to do
this, in order to exert an influence continually in favor of God's |aw.
We should let our light shine so that all may see that the influence of
the sacred gospel is upon our hearts and lives, that we walk in
obedi ence to its commands and violate none of its principles. W are
accountable to the world, in a great degree, for the souls of those
around us. Qur words and deeds are constantly telling for or against
Christ and the |aw of God, which he cane upon the earth to vindicate.
Let the world see that we are not selfishly narrowed up to our own
exclusive interests and our religious joys, but that we are |iberal
and desire themto share our blessings and privileges, through the
sanctification of the truth. p. 78, Para. 3, [260T].

Let them see that the religion which we profess does not close up nor
freeze over the avenues to the soul, making us unsynpathizing and
exacting. Let all who profess to have found Christ, nminister as he did
to the benefit of man, cherishing a spirit of w se benevol ence. W
shoul d then see nmany souls following the Iight that shines from our
precept and exanple. p. 79, Para. 1, [260T1].

We should all cultivate an am abl e di sposition and subject ourselves
to the control of conscience. The spirit of the truth nmakes better nen
and wonmen of those who receive it in their hearts. It works |like | eaven
till the entire being is brought into conformty to its principles. It
opens the heart that has been frozen by avarice; it opens the hand that
has ever been closed to human suffering; and charity and ki ndness are
seen as its fruits. p. 79, Para. 2, [260T1].

God requires that all of us should be self-sacrificing workers. Every
part of the truth has a practical application to our daily lives.

Bl essed are they that hear the word of the Lord and keep it. Hearing is
not enough, we nust act, we nust do. It is in the doing of the
conmandnents that there is great reward. Those who give practica
denonstrations of their benevol ence by their synpathy and conpassi onate
acts towards the poor, the suffering, and the unfortunate, not only
relieve the sufferers, but contribute largely to their own happiness,
and are in the way of securing health of soul and body. |saiah has
plainly described the work that God will accept and bl ess his people in
doing. p. 79, Para. 3, [260T1].

"I's not this the fast that | have chosen? to | oose the bands of
wi ckedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to |let the oppressed go
free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the



hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house?
when thou seest the naked, that thou cover hin? and that thou hide not
thyself fromthine own flesh? Then shall thy |ight break forth as the
nmorni ng, and thy health shall spring forth speedily; and thy

ri ght eousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy
rearward. Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt
cry, and he shall say, here | am If thou take away fromthe m dst of
thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity,
and if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted
soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as
the noon-day; and the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy
thy soul in drought, and nmake fat thy bones; and thou shalt be like a
wat ered garden and |i ke a spring of water, whose waters fail not." p.
80, Para. 1, [260T].

The synpathy which exists between the mind and the body is very great.
When one is affected the other responds to that affection. The
condition of the mind has nuch to do with the health of the physica
system If the mind is free and happy, under a consci ousness of right-
doi ng and a sense of satisfaction in causing happiness to others, it
will create a cheerfulness that will react upon the whole system
causing a freer circulation of the blood and a toning up of the entire
body. The bl essing of God is a healer, and those who are abundant in
benefiting others, will realize that wondrous blessing in their hearts
and lives. p. 80, Para. 2, [260T1].

I f your thoughts dear Bro. and Sr., were nore directed in the channe
of caring for others, your own souls would be nore bl essed. You both
have too little human synpathy. You do not bring your feelings to the
necessity of others. You hold yourselves too rigid and unsynpat hi zi ng.
You have beconme stern, exacting, and overbearing. You are in danger of
maki ng yoursel ves a conscience for others. You have your own ideas of
Christian duties and propriety and you woul d gauge others by those
i deas; this is overreaching the bounds of right. p. 81, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

Ot her peopl e have opinions and marked traits of character which cannot
be assimlated to your peculiar views. You al so have defects and faults
as well as your brethren and sisters, and it is well to renmenber this
when a difference arises. Your wong-doing is just as grievous to them
as theirs is to you, and you should be as lenient to themas you desire
that they should be to you. You both need greater |ove and synpathy for
others, like unto the tenderness of Jesus. p. 81, Para. 2, [260T].

In your own house you shoul d exercise kindness, speaking gently to
your child, treating himaffectionately, refraining to reprove himfor
every little error, |lest he beconme hardened by continual fault-finding.
p. 82, Para. 1, [260T].

You should cultivate the charity and | ong-suffering of Christ. You
frequently counteract the good you have done by a watchful suspicious
spirit inregard to the notives and conduct of others. You are
cherishing a feeling that is chilling in its influence, that repul ses
but does not attract and win. You nust be willing to becone as yielding
and forbearing in your disposition as you desire others to be. Selfish
| ove of your own opinions and your own ways will, in a great neasure,
destroy your power to do the good you are desirous of doing. p. 82,



Para. 2, [260T1].

Sister C----, you have too nmuch of the spirit of ruling. You are very
sensitive; if your will is crossed you feel very much injured; self
rises in arns for you have not a nmeek and teachable spirit. You wll
need to watch closely upon this point; in short, you need a thorough
conversion before your influence can be what it should be. The spirit

you mani fest will make you miserable if you continue to cherish it. You
will see the m stakes of others and be so eager to correct themthat
you will overlook your own faults and you will have hard work to renove

the note fromyour brother's eye while there is a beam obstructing you
own vision. p. 82, Para. 3, [260T].

God does not wi sh you to nmake your conscience a criterion for others.
You have a duty to performwhich is to nake yourself cheerful and to
cultivate unsel fishness in your feelings until it will be your greatest
pl easure to nmeke all around you happy. p. 83, Para. 1, [260T].

Both of you need to soften your hearts and be inmbued with the spirit
of Christ, that you may, while living in an atnosphere of cheerful ness
and benevol ence, help those about you to be healthy and happy al so. You
have i magi ned that cheerful ness was not in accordance with the religion
of Christ. This is a mistake. We may have true Christian dignity and at
the sane tinme be cheerful and pleasant in our deportnment. Cheerful ness
without levity is one of the Christian graces. You should guard agai nst
taking narrow views of religion or you will limt your influence and
become an unfaithful steward of God. p. 83, Para. 2, [260T].

For bear reprimndi ng and censuring. You are not adapted to reprove.
Your words would only wound and sadden, not cure and reform You should
overcome the habit of picking at little things you think am ss. Be
broad, be generous and charitable in your judgnent of people and
things. Open your hearts to the |ight. Renenber that Duty has a tw n-
sister with is Love; these united can acconplish al nost everything, but
separated, neither is capable of good. p. 83, Para. 3, [260T].

It is right that you should both cherish integrity and be true to your
sense of right. The straight path of duty should be yours from choi ce.
The | ove of property, the |love of pleasure and friendship, should never
i nfluence you to sacrifice one principle of right. You should be firm
in the dictates of an enlightened consci ence and your convictions of
duty, but you should guard agai nst bigotry and prejudice. Do not run
into a Pharisaical spirit. p. 84, Para. 1, [260T1].

You are now sowi ng seed in the great field of life. That which you now
sow you will one day reap. Every thought of your mind, every enotion of
your soul, every word of your tongue, every act you perform is seed
that will bear fruit for good or evil. The reaping time is not far
distant. Al our works are passing in review before God. All our
actions and the notives which pronpted them are to be open for the
i nspection of angels and of God. p. 84, Para. 2, [260T].

You should conme into harnmony, as nuch as possible, with your brethren
and sisters. You should surrender yourselves to God and | eave off your
sternness and your disposition to find fault. You should yield your own
spirit and take in its place the spirit of the dear Saviour. Reach up
and grasp his hand that the touch may electrify you and charge you with



the sweet properties of his own matchl ess character. You may open your
hearts to his love and let his power transformyou and his grace be
your strength. Then will you have a powerful influence for good. Your
nmoral strength will be equal to the closest test of character. Your
integrity will be pure and sanctified. Then will your |ight break forth
as the norning. p. 84, Para. 3, [260T].

You both need to conme nore in synpathy with other mnds. Christ is our
exanple; he identified hinself with suffering humanity; he nade the
necessities of others a consideration of his own. When his brethren
suffered, he suffered with them Any slight or neglect of his disciples

is as done to Christ hinself. Thus he says, "I was an hungered, and ye
gave ne no neat; | was thirsty, and ye gave ne no drink." p. 85, Para.
1, [260T].

Dear brother and sister, you should seek for nore harnoni ous
characters. The absence of one essential qualification may render the
actions of the rest alnost inefficient. The principles you profess
shoul d be carried into every thought, word, and act. Self should be
crucified and the entire being made subordinate to the Lord. p. 85,
Para. 2, [260T1].

The church is greatly deficient in |ove and humanity. Sone preserve a
cold and chilling reserve and iron dignity that repels those who are
brought within its influence. This spirit is contagious; it creates an
at nosphere that is withering to good i npul ses and good resolves; it
chokes the natural current of human synpathy, cordiality and | ove;
under its influence people become constrained, and their social and
generous attributes are destroyed for want of exercise. Not only is the
spiritual health affected, but the physical health suffers by this
unnat ural depression. The gloomand chill of this unsocial atnosphere
is reflected upon the countenance. The faces of those who are
benevol ent and synpathetic, will shine with the luster of true
goodness, while those who do not cherish kindly thoughts and unsel fish
notives, express in their faces the sentinments cherished in their
hearts. p. 85, Para. 3, [260T].

Sister C----, your feelings toward your sister are not exactly as God
woul d have them She needed sisterly affection fromyou and |ess
dictating and fault-finding. Your course with her has caused a
depression of spirit and anxiety of mnd injurious to her health. Be
careful |est you oppress and di scourage your own sister. You cannot
bear anything from her, and you resent anything she says that has the
appearance of crossing your track. p. 86, Para. 1, [260T].

Your sister has a positive tenperament. She has a work to do for
herself in this respect. She should be nore yielding, but you nust not
expect to exert a beneficial influence over her while you are so
exacting, and lacking in | ove and synpathy towards one who bears to you
the close relations of a sister, and is also united with you in the
faith. You have both erred. You have both given roomto the eneny, and
self has had nmuch to do with your feelings and actions in regard to
each other. p. 86, Para. 2, [260T].

Sister C, you have an inclination to dictate to your husband, your
sister, and all those around you. Your sister has suffered in her nind
very much, but this she could have borne had she surrendered herself to



God and trusted in him But God, is displeased with your course towards
her. It is unnatural and all wong. She is no nore unyielding in her

di sposition than you are in yours. When two such positive tenperanents
cone in contact with each other, it is very bad for both. You should
both of you be converted anew and transforned into the divine |ikeness.
You woul d better err, if you err at all, on the side of nercy and
forbearance than that of intolerance. p. 86, Para. 3, [260T].

M I d neasures, soft answers, and pleasant words, are nuch better
fitted to reform and save, than severity and harshness. Alittle too
much unki ndness may pl ace persons beyond your reach, while a
concilatory spirit would be the neans of binding themto you, and you
m ght then establish themin the right way. You should be actuated by a
forgiving spirit also, and give due credit to every good purpose and
action of those around you. Speak words of commendation to your
husband, your child, your sister, and all with whomyou are associ at ed.
Continual censure blights and darkens the life of any one. p. 87,

Para. 1, [260T1].

Do not reproach the Christian religion by jealousy and intol erance
towards others. This will but poorly reconmend your belief to them No
one has ever been reclainmed froma wong position by censure and
reproach, but many have thus been driven fromthe truth, and steel ed
their hearts against conviction. A tender spirit, a gentle and w nning
deportnent, may save the erring and hide a nultitude of sins. God
requires us to have that charity that suffereth long and is kind. p.
87, Para. 2, [260T].

The religion of Christ does not require us to |lose our identity of
character, but nmerely to adapt ourselves, in sone nmeasure, to the
feelings and ways of others; for many people may be brought together in
a unity of religious faith, whose opinions, habits and tastes in
tenporal matters are not in harnony, but, with the | ove of Christ
glowing in their bosons, |ooking forward to the same Heaven as their
eternal home, they may have the sweetest and nost intelligent comrunion
together, and a unity the nost wonderful. p. 88, Para. 1, [260T].

There are scarcely two whose experience is alike in every particular
The trials of one may not be the trials of another, and our hearts
shoul d be ever open to kindly synpathy and all aglow with the | ove
Jesus had for all his brethren. p. 88, Para. 2, [260T].

Conquer your disposition to be exacting with your son, |est too
frequent reproof make your presence disagreeable to him and your
counsels hateful. Bind himto your heart, not by foolish indul gence,
but by the silken cords of |ove. You can be firmyet kind. Christ nust
be your hel per. Love will be the nmeans of drawi ng other hearts to
yours, and your influence may establish themin the good and right way.
p. 88, Para. 3, [260T].

| have warned you against a spirit of censure, and | would again
caution you in regard to that fault. Christ sonetinmes reproved with
severity, and in sonme cases it may be necessary for us to do so; but we
shoul d consi der that while Christ knew the exact condition of the ones
he rebuked, and just the amount of reproof they could bear, and what
was necessary to correct their course of wong, he also knew just how
to pity the erring, confort the unfortunate, and encourage the weak. He



knew just how to keep souls from despondency, and to inspire themwth
hope, because he was acquainted with the exact notives and peculiar
trials of every mind. He could not nake a mi stake. p. 89, Para. 1,

[ 260T].

But we may m sjudge nmotives, we may be deceived by appearances, we may
think we are doing right to reprove wong, and go too far, censure too
severely, wound where we wi shed to heal; or we may exercise synpathy
unwi sely, and counteract, in our ignorance, reproof that is nmerited and
timely. Qur judgnent may be wong, but Jesus was too wise to err. He
reproved with pity, and |l oved those he rebuked with a divine love. p
89, Para. 2, [260T].

The Lord requires us to be subm ssive to his will, subdued by his
spirit, and sanctified to his service. Selfishness nust be put away,
and we nust overcone every defect in our characters as Christ overcane.
In order to acconplish this work we nust die daily to self. Said Paul
"I die daily." he had a new conversion every day, an advance step
toward Heaven. To gain daily victories in the divine life is the only
course that God approves. p. 89, Para. 3, [260Tl].

The Lord is gracious, of tender pity, and plenteous in mercy, He knows
our needs and weaknesses, and he will help our infirmties if we only
trust in himand believe that he will bless us and do great things for
us. p. 90, Para. 1, [260T1].

Epi stl e Nunmber Four. p. 90, Para. 2, [260T].

During the tent-neeting in 1874, and after its close was an inportant
time for S--- F---. Had there been a pleasant and commodi ous house of
worship there, nore than double the nunmber that was really gained,
woul d have taken their stand for the truth. p. 90, Para. 3, [260T].

God works with our efforts. We may cl ose the way for sinners by our
negl i gence and sel fishness. There should have been great diligence in
seeking to save those who were still in error, yet interested in the
truth. There is as wi se general ship needed in the service of Christ, as
over the batallions of an arny that protects the |life and liberty of
the people. It is not every one who can | abor judiciously for the
sal vation of souls. W nust not enter into the Lord' s work hap-hazard
and expect success. The Lord needs nmen of mind, nen of thought. Jesus
calls for co-workers, not blunderers. God wants right-thinking and
intelligent nmen to do the great work necessary to the sal vation of
souls. p. 90, Para. 4, [260T].

Mechani cs, | awyers, nmerchants, nen of all trades and professions,
educat e thensel ves for their business that they may beconme masters of
it. Should the followers of Christ be less intelligent, and while
prof essedly engaged in his service, be ignorant of the ways and neans
to be enpl oyed? The enterprise of gaining everlasting life is above
earthly consideration. In |eading souls to Jesus there nust be a
know edge of hunman nature and a study of the human mind. It requires
much careful thought and fervent prayer in order to know how to
approach nen and women upon the great subject of truth. p. 91, Para.
1, [260T].

Some rash, inpulsive, yet honest souls, after a pointed discourse has



been given, will accost those who are not with us in a very abrupt
manner, and meke the truth, which we desire themto receive, repul sive
to them "The children of this world are wiser in their generation than
the children of light." p. 91, Para. 2, [260T].

Busi ness nen and politicians study courtesy. It is their policy to
make thensel ves as attractive as possible. They study to render their
address and manners such that they may have the greatest influence over
the m nds of those about them They use their know edge and abilities
as skillfully as possible in order to gain this object. p. 91, Para.
3, [260rT1].

There is a vast anpount of rubbish brought forward by the professed
believers in Christ, which blocks up the way to the cross.

Notwi thstanding all this, there are sone who are so deeply convicted
that they will cone through every discouragenment and wi || surnount
every obstacle in order to gain the truth. But had the believers in the
truth purified their mnds by obeying the truth, had they felt the

i mportance of know edge and refinenent of nmanners in Christ's work
where one soul has been save there mght have been twenty. p. 91

Para. 4, [260T1].

Again, after souls have been converted to the truth, they need to be

| ooked after. The zeal of many seens to fail as soon as a nmeasure of
success attends their efforts. They do not seemto realize that these
new y converted ones need nursing, watchful attention, help and

encour agenent. They should not be left alone, a prey to Satan's nost
powerful tenptations; they need to be educated in regard to their
duties, to be kindly dealt with, to be led along, visited and prayed

wi th. These souls need the neat apportioned to every man in due season.
p. 92, Para. 1, [260T].

No wonder that sone becone di scouraged and linger by the way and are

| eft for wolves to devour. Satan is upon the track of all. He sends his
agents forth to gather back to his ranks the souls he has lost. There
shoul d be nore fathers and nothers to take these babes in the truth to
their hearts and encourage them and pray for them that their faith be
not confused. p. 92, Para. 2, [260T].

Preaching is a small part of the work to be done for the salvation of
souls. God's Spirit convicts sinners of the truth, and he places them
in the arns of the church. The ministers may do their part, but they
can never performthe work that the church should do. God requires his
church to nurse those who are young in faith and experience, to go to
them not for the purpose of gossiping with them but to pray, to speak
unto them words that are "like apples of gold in pictures of silver.'

p. 92, Para. 3, [260T].

We all need to study character and manner that we may know how to dea
judiciously with different mnds, that we nay use our best endeavors to
help themto a correct understandi ng of the word of God, and to a true
Christian life. We should read the Bible with them and draw their m nds
away fromtenporal things to their eternal interests. p. 93, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

It is the duty of God's children to be missionaries for him to becone
acquai nted with those who need help. If one is staggering under



tenptation, his case should be taken up carefully and managed wi sely,
for his eternal interest is at stake, and the words and acts of those
| aboring for himmay be a savor of life unto life, or of death unto
death. p. 93, Para. 2, [260T1].

Sonetines a case presents itself that should be nmade a prayerfu
study. The person nust be shown his true character, understand his own
peculiarities of disposition and tenperanent, and see his infirnmties.
He shoul d be judiciously handled. If he can be reached, if his heart
can be touched by this wi se and patient |abor, he can be bound with
strong cords to Christ and led to trust in God. p. 93, Para. 3,
[260T] .

Oh, when a work like this is done, all the heavenly court |ook and
rejoice, for a precious soul has been rescued from Satan's snare and
saved fromdeath! Oh, will in not pay to work intelligently for the
sal vation of souls? Christ paid the price of his own life for them and
shall his followers ask, "Am | ny brother's keeper?" Shall we not work
in unison with the Master? Shall we not appreciate the worth of souls
for whom our Saviour died? p. 94, Para. 1, [260T].

Some efforts have been made to interest children in the cause, but not
enough. CQur Sabbat h-schools should be made nore interesting. The public
school s have of late years greatly inproved their nethods of teaching.
bj ect | essons, pictures and bl ackboards are used to nmake difficult
| essons clear to the youthful m nd. Just so nay present truth be
sinmplified and made intensely interesting to the active mnds of the
children. p. 94, Para. 2, [260T].

Parents who coul d be approached in no other way, are frequently
reached through their children. Sabbath-school teachers can instruct
the children in the truth, and they will, in turn, take it into the
home circle. But few teachers seemto understand the inportance of this
branch of the work. The npdes of teaching which have been adopted with
such success in the public schools could be enployed with sinilar
results in the Sabbath-schools, and be the nmeans of bringing children
to Jesus and educating themin Bible truth. This will do far nore good
than religious excitenment of an enotional character that passes off as
rapidly as it conmes. p. 94, Para. 3, [260T].

The I ove of Christ should be cherished. Mire faith is needed in the
work we believe is to be done before the comng of Christ. There should
be nmore sel f-denying, self-sacrificing labor in the right direction
There shoul d be thoughtful, prayerful study how to work to the best
advant age. Careful plans should be matured. We have m nds anpong us that
can invent and carry out if they will only be put to use. Geat results
woul d follow well-directed and intelligent efforts. p. 95, Para. 1
[ 260T].

The prayer-neetings should be the npbst interesting gatherings that are
hel d; but these are frequently ill-nmanaged. Many attend the preaching,
but neglect the prayer-neeting. Here again thought is required. Plans
shoul d be | aid, and wi sdom sought of God, how to conduct the neetings
so they will be interesting and attractive. The people hunger for the
bread of life. If they find it at the prayer-neeting they will go there
to receive it. p. 95, Para. 2, [260T].



Long, prosy talks and prayers are out of place anywhere and especia

in the social nmeeting. Those who are forward and ever ready to speak
are allowed to crowd out the testinmony of the timd and retiring. Those
who are nost superficial generally have the nost to say. Their prayers
are long-spun and nechanical. They weary the angels and the peopl e who
listen to them OQur prayers should be short and right to the point. Let
the long, tiresone petitions be left for the closet if any have such to
offer. Let the spirit of God into your hearts and it will sweep away
all dry formality. p. 95, Para. 3, [260T].

Musi ¢ can be a great power for good, yet we do not nmake the nost of
this branch of worship. The singing is generally done frominpul se or
to neet special cases, and then it is left to blunder along losing its
proper effect upon the minds of those present. Misic should have
beauty, pathos, and power. Let the voices be lifted in songs of praise
and devotion. Call to your aid, if practicable, instrunmental nusic, and
I et the glorious harnmony ascend to God, an acceptable offering. p. 96,
Para. 1, [260T1].

But it is sometinmes nore difficult to discipline the singers and keep
themin working order, than to inprove the habits of praying and
exhorting. Many want to do things after their own style, object to
consultation, are inpatient under |eadership. Well-nmatured plans are
needed in the service of God. Commpn sense is an excellent thing in the
worship of the Lord. The thinking powers should be consecrated to
Christ, and ways and means shoul d be devised to serve himbest. The
church of God who are trying to do good by living out the truth and
seeking to save souls, can be a power in the world if they will be
di sciplined by the Spirit of the Lord. They nust not feel that they can
go hap-hazard at work for eternity. p. 96, Para. 2, [260Tl].

As a people, we | ose nuch by lack of synpathy one with the other, a
want of sociability. He who tal ks of independence and shuts hinself up
to hinmself, is not filling the position that God desi gned he should. W
are all children of God, mutually dependent upon each other for
happi ness. The clains of God and of Humanity are upon us. We nust al
act our part in this life. It is the proper cultivation of the socia
el enents of our nature that brings us in synpathy with our brethren
and affords us happiness in our efforts to bless others. The happi ness
of Heaven is in the pure comrunion with holy beings, the harnoni ous
social life with the blessed angels, and with the redeemed who have
washed their robes and made themwhite in the blood of the Lanmb. W
cannot be happy while we are wapped up in our interest for ourselves.
We should live in this world to win souls to the Saviour. If we injure
others, we injure ourselves also. If we bless others, we also bless
ourselves, for the influence of every good deed is reflected back upon
our own hearts. p. 97, Para. 1, [260T].

We are in duty bound to help one another. It is not always that we are
brought in contact with social Christians, those who are am abl e and

m |l d. Many have not received a proper education, their characters are
war ped, they are hard and gnarled and seemto be crooked in every way;
while we help these to see and correct their defects, we nust be
careful not to become inpatient and irritable over our neighbor's
faults. There are di sagreeabl e ones who profess Christ, but the beauty
of Christian grace will transformthemif they will set diligently
about the work of obtaining the nmeekness and gentl eness of Hi mthey



follow, remenbering that "None of us liveth to himself." p. 97, Para
2, [260rT].

Co-workers with Christ, what an exalted position! Were is to be found
the self-sacrificing mssionaries in these large cities? The Lord needs
workers in his vineyard. We should fear to rob God of the time he
clains fromus; we should fear to spend it in idleness or in the
adornnent of the body, appropriating to foolish purposes the precious
hours God has given us to becone conversant with our Bibles, to devote
to prayer, to labor for the good of our fellow beings, and fit
oursel ves and them for the great work devolving upon us. p. 98, Para.
1, [260T].

Mot hers spend unnecessary | abor upon garnments with which to beautify
the persons of thenselves and their children. It is our duty to dress
ourselves plainly and to clothe our children neatly, w thout useless
ornanment, enbroidery or display, taking care not to foster in thema
| ove of dress that will prove their ruin, but seeking rather to
cultivate the Christian graces. W can none of us be excused from our
responsibilities, and in no case can we stand cl ear before the throne
of God unless we do the work that the Master has left for us to do. p.
98, Para. 2, [260T1].

M ssionaries for God are wanted, faithful nen and wonen who will not
shirk responsibility. Judicious |abor will acconplish good results.
There is real work to do. The truth should be brought before people in
a careful manner by those who unite nmeekness with wi sdom W shoul d not
hol d oursel ves al oof fromour fellow men, but come close to them for
their souls are as precious as our owmn. We can carry the light into
their hones, with a softened and subdued spirit plead with themto cone
up to the exalted privilege offered them pray with themwhen it seens
proper, and show themthere are higher attainnments they may reach, and
then guardedly speak to them of the sacred truths of these |ast days.
p. 99, Para. 1, [260T].

There are nore gatherings for singing than prayer anmong our peopl e,
but even these neetings can be conducted in so reverential, yet
cheerful a manner that they nmay exert a good influence. There is,
however, too nuch jesting, idle conversation and gossiping to make
t hese seasons beneficial by elevating the thoughts and refining the
manners. p. 99, Para. 2, [260T].

There has been too nuch of a divided interest at S---- F----. Wen a
new excitenent is raised, there are those who cast their influence on
the wong side. Every nman and woman shoul d be on guard when there are
deceptions abroad calculated to | ead away fromthe truth. There are
those who are ever ready to see and hear sone new and strange thing,
and the eneny of souls has, in these large cities, plenty to inflane
the curiosity and keep the mnd diverted fromthe great and sanctifying
truths of these last days. p. 99, Para. 3, [260T].

If every fluctuating religious excitenent | eads sone to neglect to
sustain fully, by their presence and influence, the mnority who
bel i eve unpopul ar truth, there will be much weakness in the church
where there should be strength. Satan takes various means by which to
acconplish his purposes, and if, under the guise of popular religion
he can |l ead off vacillating and unwary ones fromthe path of truth, he



has acconplished nmuch in dividing the strength of the people of Cod.
p. 100, Para. 1, [260T1].

This fluctuating revival enthusiasm that cones and goes |ike the
tides, carries a delusive exterior that deceives many honest persons
into believing it the true Spirit of the Lord. It nultiplies converts;
those of excitable tenperament, the weak and yielding flock to its
standard, but when the wave recedes, they are found stranded on the
beach. Be not deceived by fal se teachers, nor led by vain words. The
eneny of souls is sure to have enough di shes of pleasing fables to suit
the appetites of all. p. 100, Para. 2, [260T].

There will ever be flashing nmeteors that arise, but the trail of |ight
they | eave goes out immediately in darkness that seens denser than it
was before. These sensational religious excitenents, that are created
by the relation of anecdotes and the exhibition of eccentricities and
oddities, are all surface work, and those of our faith who are charned
and infatuated by these flashes of light, will never build up the cause
of God. They are ready to withdraw their influence upon the slightest
occasion, and induce others to attend those gatherings where they hear
t hat whi ch weakens the soul, and brings confusion to the mnd. It is
this withdrawal of the interest fromthe work that mekes the cause of
God | angui sh. p. 100, Para. 3, [260T1].

We nust be steadfast in the faith, we nmust not be novable. We have our
wor k before us which is to cause the light of truth, as revealed in the
| aw of God, to shine in upon other mnds and | ead them out of darkness.
This work requires determ ned, persevering energy, and a fixed purpose
to succeed. p. 101, Para. 1, [260T].

There are those in the church who need to cling to the pillars of our
faith, to settle down and find rock bottom instead of drifting on the
surface of excitenent and noving frominpul se. There are spiritua
dyspeptics in the church. They are self-made invalids; their spiritua
debility is the result of their own wavering course; they are tossed
about here and there by the changing wi nds of doctrine, often confused
and thrown into uncertainty because they nove entirely by feeling;
sensational Christians; they are hungry for something new and diverse
strange doctrines confuse their faith; they are worthless to the cause
of truth. p. 101, Para. 2, [260T].

God calls for nen and wonen of stability, of firm purpose, who can be
relied upon in seasons of danger and trial, who are as firmy rooted
and grounded in the truth as the eternal hills, who cannot be swerved
to the right or to the left, but nobve straight onward and are al ways
found on the right side. There are those who, in time of religious
peril, may be al nost always | ooked for anobng the ranks of the eneny, if
they have any influence it is on the wong side. They do not feel under
noral obligation to give all their strength to the truth they profess.
Such will receive a reward according to their works. p. 102, Para. 1,
[ 260T] .

Those who do little for the Saviour in the salvation of souls, and in
keepi ng thensel ves right before God, will gain but little spiritua
nmuscle. We need to continually use the strength we have that it may
i ncrease and devel op. As disease is the result of the violation of
natural laws, so is spiritual declension the result of a continued



transgression of the law of God. And yet the very transgressors may
profess to keep all CGod's commandnents. p. 102, Para. 2, [260T].

We nust conme nearer to God and place ourselves in a closer connection
with Heaven, and carry out the principles of the law in the m nutest
actions of our every-day lives, in order to be spiritually whole. God
has given his servants ability, talents to be used for his glory, not
to lay idle or be wasted. God has given his servants |ight and
know edge of his will, to be communicated to others and, in inparting
to others, we becone living channels of light. If we do not exercise
our spiritual strength we becone feeble, as the linbs of the body
become powerl ess when the invalid is conpelled to Iong inaction. It is
use that gives power. p. 102, Para. 3, [260T].

Nothing will give greater spiritual strength and increase earnestness
and depth of feeling, than visiting and mnistering to the sick and the
despondi ng, helping themto see the light and to fasten their faith
upon Jesus. There are disagreeable duties that sonebody nmust do or
souls will be left to perish. Christians will find a blessing in doing
these duties, however unpleasant they may be. Christ took the
di sagreeabl e task upon hinself of comng fromthe abode of purity and
unsur passed glory to dwell, a man anong nen, in a world seared and
bl ackened by crine, violence, and iniquity. He did this to save souls,
and shall the objects of such amazing | ove and unparallel ed
condescensi on excuse their lives of selfish ease? shall they choose
their own pleasure, and follow their own inclinations, and | eave souls

to perish in darkness because they will nmeet with di sappoi ntnent and
rebuffs if they |abor to save thenf? Christ paid an infinite price for
man' s redenption, and shall he say, My Lord, | will not |abor in the

vineyard, | pray thee have me excused! p. 103, Para. 1, [260T].

God calls for those who are at ease in Zion to be up and doing. WII
they not listen to the Master's voice? God wants prayerful, faithfu

wor kers who will sow beside all waters. Those who | abor thus will be
surprised to find howtrials, resolutely borne in the nane and strength
of Jesus, will give firmess to the faith, and renew the courage. In

the path of hunbl e obedience is safety and power, confort and hope. The
reward will finally be | ost by those who do nothing for Jesus. Wak

hands will be unable to cling to the Mghty One, feeble knees will fai
to support in the day of adversity. Bible readers and Christians
workers will receive the glorious prize, and hear the Wel | done, good

and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. p. 103,
Para. 2, [260T1].

The bl essing of God will rest upon those in S---- F---- who have the
cause of Christ at heart. The free-will offerings of our brethren and
sisters, made in faith and love to the crucified Redeemer, will bring

back bl essings to them for God marks and renenbers every act of
liberality in his saints. In preparing a house of worship there nust be
great exercise of faith and trust in God. In business transactions,
those who venture nothing make but little advancenent; why not have
faith also in the enterprise of God and invest in Hs cause. p. 104,
Para. 1, [260T1].

Some, when in poverty, are generous of their little, but becone
penurious as they acquire property. Wiy they have so little faith, is
because they do not keep nmoving forward, as they prosper, and give even



at a sacrifice to the cause of God. p. 104, Para. 2, [260T].

In the Jewish systemit was required that beneficence should first be
shown to the Lord. At the harvest and the vintage, the first-fruits of
the fields, corn, wine and oil, were to be consecrated as an offering
to the Lord. The gl eanings and the corners of the fields were reserved
for the poor. Qur gracious Heavenly Father has not neglected the wants
of the poor. The first-fruits of the wool when the sheep were shorn, of
the grain when the wheat was threshed, were to be offered to the Lord;
and at the feast it was conmanded that the poor, the w dows, the
orphans and the strangers, should be invited. At the close of every
year all were required to make sol emm oath whether or not they had done
according to the conmand of God. p. 105, Para. 1, [260T].

Thi s arrangenent was made by the Lord to inpress upon the people that
in every matter he nust be first. They were, by this system of

benevol ence, to bear in mnd that their gracious Master was the true
proprietor of their fields, their flocks, and their herds. That the CGod
of Heaven sent them sunshine and rain for their seed-time and harvest,
and that every thing they possessed was of his creation. Al was the
Lord's and he had made them stewards of his goods. p. 105, Para. 2,
[260T].

The liberality of the Jews in the construction of the tabernacle and
the erection of the tenple, illustrate a spirit of benevol ence which
has not been equalled by Christians of any later date. They were just
freed fromtheir |ong bondage in Egypt, they were wanderers in the
wi | derness, yet scarcely were they delivered fromthe arnmies of the
Egypti ans who pursued themin their hasty journey, when the word of the
Lord cane to Mpses, saying, "Speak unto the children of Israel that
they bring ne an offering; of every man that giveth it willingly with
his heart, ye shall take nmy offering." p. 105, Para. 3, [260T1].

Hi s people had snmall possessions and no flattering prospect of adding
to them but an object was before them to build a tabernacle for God.
The Lord had spoken and they nust obey his voice. They withheld
nothing. Al gave with a willing hand, not a certain amunt of their
i ncrease, but a large portion of their actual possessions. They devoted
it gladly and heartily to the Lord. They pleased him by so doing. Ws
it not all his? Had he not given themall they possessed? If he called
for it was it not their duty to give back to the I ender his owm? p
106, Para. 1, [260T].

No urgi ng was needed. The peopl e brought even nore than was required,
and they were told to desist, for there was al ready nore than coul d be
appropriated. Again in building the tenple, the call for neans met with
a hearty response. The people did not give reluctantly; they rejoiced
in the prospect of a building being erected for the worship of God.
They donated nore than enough for the purpose. David bl essed the Lord
before all the congregation, and said, "But who am |, and what is ny
peopl e, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort,
for all things cone of thee, and of thine own have we given thee."
Again, in his prayer, David gives thanks in these words, "O Lord, our
God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee an house for
t hi ne holy nanme cometh of thine hand and is all thine owmn." p. 106,
Para. 2, [260T1].



Davi d wel |l understood from whom cane all his bounties; would that
those of this day who rejoice in a Saviour's love could realize that
their silver and gold is the Lord's and should be used to pronote his
glory, not grudgingly retained to enrich and gratify thensel ves. He has
an indisputable right to all that he has lent his creatures. Al that
they possess is his. p. 107, Para. 1, [260T1].

There are high and holy objects that require nmeans; they will, thus

i nvested, yield to the giver nore el evated and permanent enjoynment than
if they were expended in personal gratification or selfishly hoarded
for the greed of gain. Wen God calls for our treasure, whatever the
anount may be, the willing response makes the gift a consecrated
offering to him and lays up for the giver a treasure in Heaven that
not h cannot corrupt, nor thieves break in and steal, nor fire consune.
The investnent is safe. The noney is placed in bags that have no hol es.
It is secure. p. 107, Para. 2, [260T].

Can Christians, who boast of a broader |ight than had the Hebrews,
give less than they? Can Christians, living near the close of tine, be
satisfied with their offerings when not half so large as were the Jews?
Their liberality was to benefit their own nation, the work in these
| ast day extends to the entire world. The nmessage of truth is to go to
all nations, tongues and people; its publications, printed in many
di fferent |anguages, are to be scattered abroad |like the | eaves in
Autumm. p. 108, Para. 1, [260T].

It is witten, "Forasnmuch as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh,
armyourselves |ikewise with the same mnd;" and again, "He that saith
he abideth in himought hinself also so to wal k even as he wal ked." Let
us inquire what woul d our Saviour have done in our circunstances, what
woul d have been his efforts for the salvation of souls? This question
is answered by the exanple of Christ. He left his royalty, and |ay
aside his glory, and sacrificed his riches, and clothed his divinity
with humanity that he might reach men where they were. His exanple
shows that he laid down his |life for sinners. p. 108, Para. 2, [260T].

Satan told Eve that a high state of felicity could be gained through
the gratification of unlicensed appetite. But the prom se of God to man
is through denial of self. Wen Christ was suffering in agony upon the
shanmeful cross, for man's redenpti on, human nature was exalted. Only by
the cross can the human famly be el evated to connect with Heaven.

Sel f-denial and crosses neet us at every step of our Heavenward
journey. p. 108, Para. 3, [260T].

The spirit of liberality is the spirit of Heaven. The spirit of
selfishness is the spirit of Satan. Christ's self-sacrificing |love is
reveal ed upon the cross. He gave all he had and then gave hinself that
man m ght be saved. The cross of Christ appeals to the benevol ence of
every follower of the blessed Saviour. The principle illustrated there
is to give, give. This carried out in actual benevol ence and good works
is the true fruit of the Christian life. The principle of worldlings is
to get, get, and thus they expect to secure happiness, but carried out
inall its bearings, the fruit is msery and death. p. 109, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

To carry the truth to the popul ation of the earth, to rescue themfrom
their guilt and indifference, is the mission of the followers of



Christ. Men nust have the truth in order to be sanctified through it,
and we are the channels of God's light. Qur talents, our neans, our
know edge, are not nerely for our benefit, they are to use for the

sal vation of souls, to elevate man fromhis life of sin and bring him
through Christ, to the Infinite God. p. 109, Para. 2, [260T].

We shoul d be zeal ous workers in this cause, seeking to |lead sinners,
repenting and believing, to a divine Redeener, to inpress themwth a
hi gh and exalted sense of God's love to nan. God so | oved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him
shoul d not perish but have everlasting |ife. Wat an inconparable |ove
is this! Atheme for the nost profound neditation! The amazing | ove of
God for a world that did not love him The thought has a subdui ng power
upon the soul, and brings the mnd into captivity to the will of God.
Men who are crazy for gain and are di sappoi nted and unhappy in their
pursuit of the world, need the knowl edge of this truth to quiet the
restl ess hungering and thirsting of their souls. p. 109, Para. 3,

[ 260T] .

M ssionaries for God are wanted in your large city, to carry light to
those who sit in the shadow of death. Experienced hands are needed, in
t he meekness of wi sdom and the strength of faith, to lift weary souls
to the bosom of a conpassi onate Redeener. Ch, selfishness! What a
curse! It prevents us fromengaging in the service of God. It prevents
us from perceiving the clainms of duty, which should set our hearts
aglow with fervent zeal. Al our energies should be turned to the
obedi ence of Christ. p. 110, Para. 1, [260T].

To divide our interest with the | eaders of error, is aiding the wong
side and giving advantage to our foes. The truth of God knows no
conprom se with sin, no connection with artifice, no union with
transgression. Soldiers are wanted who will always answer to the roll-
call and be ready for i mediate action. Not those who, when needed, are
found ai ding the power of the eneny. p. 110, Para. 2, [260T].

Qurs is a great work. Yet there are many who profess to believe these
sacred truths but are paralyzed by the sophistry of Satan and are doi ng
nothing for God but rather hinder his cause. When will they act like
those who wait for the Lord? When will they show a zeal in accordance
with their means, and soothe their conscience with a plan for doing
some great thing for the cause of God after their death. They nake a
will, donating a large sumto the church and its various interests, and
then settle down with a feeling that they have done all that is
requi red of them Wherein have they denied self by this act? They have,
on the contrary, exhibited the true essence of selfishness. \Wen they
have no | onger any use for their noney they propose to give it to Cod.
But they will retain it as long as they can, till they are conpelled to
relinquish it by a nessenger that cannot be turned aside. p. 110,

Para. 3, [260T].

Such a will is often an evidence of real covetousness. God has made us
all his stewards, and in no case authorized us to neglect our duty or

| eave it for others to do. The call for means to advance the cause of
truth will never be nore urgent than now. Qur nmoney will never do a
greater ampunt of good than at the present tinme. Every day of delay in
rightly appropriating it, is limting the period in which it will do
good in the saving of souls. If we |leave others to acconplish that



whi ch God has left for us to do, we wong ourselves and hi m who gave us
all we have. How can others do our work of benevol ence any better than
we can do it ourselves? God woul d have every man an executor of his own
will inthis matter, during his lifetime. p. 111, Para. 1, [260T].

Adversity, accident or intrigue, may cut off forever neditated acts of
benevol ence, when he who has accunul ated a fortune is no |onger by to
guard it. It is sad that so nany negl ect the gol den opportunity to do
good in the present, but wait to be cast out of their stewardship
before giving back to the Lord the nmeans which he has lent themto be
used for his glory. p. 112, Para. 1, [260T].

One marked feature in the teachings of Christ, is the frequency and
earnestness with which he rebuked the sin of covetousness and pointed
out the danger of worldly acquisitions and the inordinate |ove of gain.
In the mansions of the rich, in the tenple and in the streets, he
war ned those who inquired after salvation, "Take heed and beware of
covetousness." "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon." p. 112, Para. 2,
[260T].

It is this increasing devotion to noney getting, the selfishness which
the desire of gain begets, that deadens the spirituality of the church
and renoves the favor of God from her. Wen the head and hands are
constantly occupied with planning and toiling for the accunmul ati on of
riches, the clainms of God and Humanity are forgotten. p. 112, Para. 3,
[ 260T] .

If God has blessed us with prosperity it is not that our tinme and
attentions should be diverted fromhimand given to that which he has
lent us. The giver is greater than the gift. W have been bought with a
price, we are not our own. Have we forgotten that infinite price paid
for our redenption? Is gratitude dead in the heart? Does not the cross
of Christ put to shane a life of selfish ease and indul gence? p. 112,
Para. 4, [260T1].

What if Christ had left his work, becom ng weary in consequence of the
ingratitude and abuse that met himon every side! Wat if he had never
reached that period when he said "It is finished!" Wat if he had
returned to Heaven, discouraged by his receptions! Wat if he had never
passed through that soul agony in the garden of Gethsemane that forced
fromhis pores great drops of blood! p. 113, Para. 1, [260T].

Christ was joined to his plan of |abor to work our redenption for the
race, by a love that is without parallel and a devotion to the Father's
will. He toiled for the good of man up to the very hour of his
hum i ation. He spent his life in poverty and self-denial, for the
degraded sinner. In a world that was his own he had no place to lay his
weary head. We are reaping the fruits of this infinite self-sacrifice,
and yet, when | abor is to be done, when our noney is wanted to aid the
wor k of the Redeener in the salvation of souls, we shrink fromduty and
pray to be excused. lgnoble sloth, careless indifference, and w cked
sel fi shness seal our sense to the clains of God. p. 113, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

Oh, nust Christ, the Majesty of Heaven, the King of G ory, bear the
heavy cross, and wear the thorny crown, and drink the bitter cup, while
we recline at ease, glorify ourselves and forget the souls he died to



redeem by his precious blood? No, let us give while we have the power.
Let us do while we have the strength. Let us work while it is day. Let
us devote our time and our nmeans to the service of Cod, that we may

have his approbation and receive his reward. p. 113, Para. 3, [260T].

Epi stl e Nunber Five. p. 114, Para. 1, [260T].

Dear Bro. H--- L----: | feel very anxious for you that you may accept
light and come out of darkness. You have been greatly tenpted of Satan;
he has used you as his instrument to hinder the work of God. He has
thus far succeeded with you, but it need not follow that you should
continue in the path of error. | |ook upon your case with great
trenbling. | know that God has given you great light. In your sickness
last fall the providence of God was dealing with you that you m ght
bear fruit to his glory. p. 114, Para. 2, [260T].

Unbel i ef was taking possession of your soul, but the Lord afflicted
you that you m ght gain a needed experience. He blessed us in praying
for you, and he blessed you in answer to our prayers. The Lord designed
to unite our hearts in love and confidence. The Holy Spirit wtnessed
with your spirit. The power of God in answer to prayer came upon you,
but Satan canme with tenptations and you did not close the door upon
him He entered and has been very busy. p. 114, Para. 3, [260T].

It is the plan of the evil one to work first upon the nmind of one,
then, through hi mupon others. he has thus sought to hedge up our way
and hinder our labors in the very place where our influence should be
nost felt, for the prosperity of the cause. p. 115, Para. 1, [260T].

The Lord brought you into connection with his work at ----, for a w se
pur pose; he designed that you should di scover the defects in your
character and overcone them You know how quickly your spirit chafes
when things do not nove according to your m nd. Wuld you could
understand that all this inpatience and irritability nust be overcone,
or your life will prove an utter failure, you will |ose Heaven, and it
woul d have been better had you never been born. p. 115, Para. 2,
[260T].

Qur cases are pending at the court of Heaven. W are rendering our
accounts there day by day. Every one will receive reward according to
his works. Burnt-offerings and sacrifices were not acceptable to God in
ancient times, unless the spirit was right with which the gift was
of fered. Sanuel said, "Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-
of ferings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of ranms."
All the noney on earth cannot buy the bl essing of God or ensure you a
single victory. p. 115, Para. 3, [260T].

Many woul d make any and every sacrifice but the very one they should
make, which is to yield thenselves, to subnit their wills to the will
of God. Said Christ to his disciples, "Except ye be converted and
beconme as little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Here is a lesson in humlity. W nust all become hunble as little
children in order to inherit the kingdom p. 115, Para. 4, [260T].

Qur Heavenly Father sees the hearts of nmen, and he knows their
characters better than they do thensel ves. He sees that sonme have



susceptibilities and powers which, directed in the right channel, m ght
be used to his glory, to aid in the advancenent of his work. He puts

t hese persons on trial, and in his wi se providence brings theminto
different positions and under a variety of circunmstances, testing them
that they may reveal what is in their hearts and the weak points in
their characters which have been concealed fromtheir own know edge.'
p. 116, Para. 1, [260T1].

He gives them opportunities to correct these weaknesses, and polish
of f the rough corners of their natures, and fit thenselves for his
service, that when he calls themto action they will be ready, and that
angel s of Heaven may unite their labor with human effort in the work
t hat nmust be done upon the earth. p. 116, Para. 2, [260Tl].

God in nercy reveals their hidden defects to nen whom he desi gns shal
fill responsible positions, that they may | ook within and exam ne
critically the conplicated enptions and exercises of their own hearts,
and detect that which is wong; thus they may nodify their dispositions
and refine their manners. The Lord in his providence brings nen where
he can test their noral powers and reveal their notives of actions,
that they may inprove what is right in thenselves and put away that
which is wong. God woul d have his servants becone acquainted with the
noral machi nery of their own hearts. In order to bring this about, he
often permts the fire of affliction to assail themthat they may
become purified. "But who may abide the day of his com ng? and who
shall stand when he appeareth? for he is |like a refiner's fire, and
like fullers' soap. And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold
and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in
ri ghteousness.” p. 116, Para. 3, [260T].

The purification of the people of God cannot be acconplished wi thout
their suffering. God pernmits the fires of affliction to consune the
dross, to separate the worthless fromthe valuable and | et the pure
nmetal shine forth. He passes us fromone fire to another, testing our
true worth. If we cannot bear these trials, what will we do in the tine
of trouble! If prosperity or adversity discover falseness, pride or
sel fishness in our hearts, what shall we do when God tries every man's
work as by fire, and | ays bare the secrets of all hearts! p. 117,

Para. 1, [260T].

True grace is willing to be tried; if we are loth to be searched hy
the Lord, our condition is serious indeed. God is the refiner and
purifier of souls; in the heat of the furnace the dross is separated
forever fromthe true silver and gold of the Christian character. Jesus
wat ches the test. He knows what is needed to purify the precious neta
that it may reflect the radiance of his precious love. p. 117, Para.

2, [260r1].

God brings his people near himby close, testing trials, by show ng
them their own weakness and inability, by teaching themto |ean upon
him that he is their only help and safeguard. Then his object is
acconpl i shed. They are prepared to be used in every energency, to fil
i mportant positions of trust, and to acconplish the grand purposes for
which their powers were given them God takes nen upon trial, he proves
them on the right hand and on the left, they are thus educated, trained
and disciplined. p. 118, Para. 1, [260T].



Jesus, our Redeener, man's representative and head, endured this
testing process. He suffered nore than we can be called upon to suffer
He bore our infirmties and was in all points tenpted as we are. He did
not suffer thus on his own account, but because of our sins; and now
relying on the nerits of our Overconmer, we nmay become victors in the
name of Jesus. p. 118, Para. 2, [260T].

God's work of refining and purifying must go on until his servants are
so hunbl ed, so dead to self, that, when called into active service,
their eyes are single to His glory. Then he will accept their efforts,
they will not nove rashly and frominpulse, they will not rush on and
inperil the Lord's cause, being slaves to tenptati ons and passi ons,
foll owers of their own carnal mnds set on fire by Satan. Ch! how
fearfully is the cause of God marred by man's perverse will and
unsubdued tenper. How rmuch suffering he brings upon hinself by
foll owing his own headstrong passions! God brings nen over the ground
agai n and again, increasing the pressure until a transformation of
character and a perfect humility bring theminto harnmony with Christ,
with the spirit of Heaven, and they are victors over thenselves. p.
118, Para. 3, [260T].

God has called men fromdifferent States, and has been testing and
proving them to see what characters they would develop, and if they
could be trusted to keep the fort at ---- ----, whether or not they
woul d supply the deficiencies of the nmen already there and, seeing the
failures they have made, shun the exanple of those who are not fit to
engage in the nost sacred work of God. p. 119, Para. 1, [260T].

He has followed nmen at ---- ---- with continual warnings, reproof and
counsel . He has poured great |ight about those who officiate in his
cause there, that the way nmay be plain before them But if they prefer
to follow after their own wi sdom scorning the light, as did Saul, they
will surely go astray and involve the cause in perplexity. Light and
dar kness have been set before them and they have too often chosen the
darkness. p. 119, Para. 2, [260T1].

The Laodi cean nessage applies to the people of God who profess to
believe present truth. The greater part are | ukewarm professors, having
a nane but no zeal. God signified that he wanted nmen at the great heart
of the work to correct the state of things existing there and to stand
like faithful sentinels at their post of duty. He has given themlight
at every point, to instruct, encourage and confirmthem as the case
requi red. But notwithstanding all this, those who should be faithfu
and true, fervent in Christian zeal, of gracious tenper, know ng and
| oving Jesus earnestly, are found aiding the eneny to weaken and
di scourage those whom God is using to build up the work. p. 119, Para.
3, [260rT1].

The term |l ukewarmis applicable to this class. They profess to |ove
the truth, yet are deficient in Christian fervor and devotion. They
dare not give up wholly and run the risk of the unbeliever, yet they
are unwilling to die to self and foll ow out closely the principles of
their faith. p. 120, Para. 1, [260T].

The only hope for the Laodiceans is a clear view of their standing
bef ore God, a know edge of the nature of their disease. They are



neither cold nor hot, they occupy a neutral position and at same tine

flatter thenselves that they are in need of nothing. The True Wtness

hates this | ukewarmess. He | oathes the indifference of this class of

persons. Said he, "I would thou wert either cold or hot." They are, as
| ukewar m wat er, nauseous to his taste. p. 120, Para. 2, [260T1].

They are either unconcerned or selfishly stubborn. They do not engage
t horoughly and heartily in the work of God, identifying thenselves with
its interests, but hold aloof and are ready to | eave their posts when
their worldly personal interests demand it. The internal work of grace
is wanting in their hearts; of such it is said, "Because thou sayest, |
amrich and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest
not that thou art wetched, and m serable, and poor, and blind, and
naked." p. 120, Para. 3, [260T].

Faith and | ove are the true riches, the pure gold which the True
Wt ness counsels the | ukewarmto buy. However rich we nay be in earthly
treasure, all our wealth will not enable us to buy the precious
renedi es that cure the disease of the soul called | ukewarmess.
Intellect and earthly riches were powerless to renove the defects of
the Laodi cean church or remedy their deplorable condition. They were
blind yet felt that they were well off. The Spirit of God did not
illumne their mnds and they did not perceive their sinfulness,
therefore did not feel the necessity of help. p. 121, Para. 1, [260T1].

To be without the graces of the Spirit of God is sad indeed, but it is
nore terrible condition to be thus destitute of spirituality and of
Christ, and yet try to justify ourselves, by telling those who are
alarnmed for us, that we need not their fears and pity. Fearful is the
power of self-deception on the human m nd. What blindness! setting
light for darkness and darkness for light. p. 121, Para. 2, [260T].

The True Wtness counsels us to buy of himgold tried in the fire,
white raiment and eye-salve. The gold here recommended as havi ng been
tried in the fire, is faith and | ove which naketh the heart rich, for
if it has been purged until it is pure and the nore it is tested the
nmore brilliant is its luster. The white rainment is purity of character
the righteousness of Christ inparted to the sinner. This is indeed a
garnment of heavenly texture that can be bought only of Jesus Christ for
alife of willing obedience. The eye-salve is that wi sdom and grace
whi ch enables us to discern the evil fromthe good and detect sin under
any guise. God has given eyes to his church, and he requires themto be
anointed with wi sdomthat they may see clearly, but many woul d put out
the eyes of the church if they could, for they would not have their
deeds conme to the light |est they should be reproved. The divine eye-

salve will inpart clearness to the understanding. Christ is the
repository of all graces. He says "Buy of ne." p. 121, Para. 3,
[260T] .

Sone nay say it is exalting our own nerits to expect favor from God
t hrough our good works. True we cannot buy one victory with our good
wor ks, yet neither can we be victors without them The purchase which
Christ reconmends to us is only conplying with the conditions he has
given us. True grace, which, of inestimable value, which will endure
the test of trial and adversity, is only obtained through faith and
hunbl e, prayerful obedience. G aces that will endure the proofs of
affliction and persecution and evidence their soundness and sincerity,



is the gold tried in the fire and found genuine. Christ offers to sel
this precious treasure to nman, "Buy of nme gold tried in the fire." p.
122, Para. 1, [260rT1].

The dead and heartl ess performance of duty does not nake us
Christians, we nmust get out of a |lukewarm condition and experience a
true conversion or we shall fail of Heaven. p. 123, Para. 1, [260T].

I was pointed to the providence of God anpbng his people. | was shown
that every trial made by the refining, purifying process upon professed
Christians proves sone to be dross. The fine gold does not al ways
appear. In every religious crisis sonme fall under tenptation. The
shaki ng of God blows away nultitudes |like dry |eaves. Prosperity purges
them out of the church. They are a class whose spirits are not
steadfast with God. They go out from us because they are not of us. For
when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, many are
of fended. p. 123, Para. 2, [260T1].

Let these | ook back a few nonths to the tine when they were sitting on
the cases of others who were in a simlar condition to that which they
now occupy. Let themcarefully call to mnd the exercise of their m nds
in regard to those tenpted ones. Had any one told themthen that
notwi thstanding their zeal to |abor to set others right, they would at
Il ength be found in a sinmlar position of darkness, they would have
said, as did Hazael to the prophet, "Is thy servant a dog, that he
should do this thing?" p. 123, Para. 3, [260T].

Sel f-deception is upon them During the cal mwhat firmess they
mani f est! what courageous sailors they make! But when the furious
tenpests of trial and tenptation cone, |o! their souls are shi pwecked.
Men may have excellent gifts, good ability, splendid qualifications;
but one defect, one secret sin indulged, will prove to the character
what the wormeaten plank does to the ship, utter disaster and ruin!

p. 124, Para. 1, [260T1].

Dear Bro.: God in his providence brought you fromyour farmto ---- --
--, to bear the tests and trials which you could not have where you
were. God has given you sone testinmonies of reproof which you
prof essedl y accepted, but your spirit was continually chafed under
rebuke. You are like those who wal ked no nore with Jesus after he
brought to bear upon them sone close, practical truths. p. 124, Para.
2, [260T1].

Bro., you did not take hold in faith to correct the defects marked out
in your character. You have not hunbled your proud spirit before God.
You have stood at warfare against the Spirit of God in reproof. Your
carnal, unsubdued heart is not subject to control. You have not
di sci plined yourself. Tine and again your uncontrolled temper and
spirit of insubordination has gained conplete mastery over you. How can

such an i npul sive, unsubdued soul live anpbng the pure angels? If it
cannot be admitted into Heaven, as you yourself know, you cannot begin
too soon to correct the evil in your nature, be converted, and becone

as a little child. p. 124, Para. 3, [260T].

Brother, you are proud spirited, lofty in your thoughts and i deas of
yourself. Al this nust be put away. Your relatives have |l earned to
fear these outbreaks of temper. Your tender, God-fearing nother has



done her best to soothe and indul ge you, and has tried to renove every
cause that would produce this self-rising and uncontroll able

di sposition in her son. But coaxing, and pleading, and seeking to
pacify, has led you to consider this inpulsive tenper as incurable, and
that it is the duty of your friends to bear with it. Al this petting,
and excusing, has not renedied the evil, but rather given it |icense.

p. 125, Para. 1, [260T1].

You have not fought with this wi cked spirit and conquered it. Wen
your way has been crossed you have felt the provocation sufficiently to
forget your manhood and that you were created in the i mage of God and
after his likeness. You have sadly defaced and marred that inmage. You
have not had self-control nor power over your will. You have been
headstrong and yielded to the power of Satan. Every tinme that you have
given up to passion, and self-rule, and |l et your feelings run away with
your judgnment, it has strengthened that set, uncontrolled will. The
Lord saw that you knew not yourself, and that unless you saw yourself
in your true |light and the sinful ness of your course, and how
aggravating in the sight of God were these outbreaks of tenper which
strengthened at every exhibition, you would surely fail of gaining a
seat by the side of the suffering Man of Calvary. p. 125, Para. 2,

[ 260T].

God calls upon you Bro. ----, to repent and be converted, and becone
as a little child. Unless the truth has a sanctifying influence upon
your life to mould your character, you will fail of an inheritance in

t he ki ngdom of God. p. 126, Para. 1, [260T].

The Lord in his providence selected you to conme nore directly into
connection with his cause and his work. He took you like an
undi sci plined soldier, newto the army, and brought you under rul es and
regul ati ons, through responsibilities and the drilling process. At
first you did nobly, and tried to be faithful to your post. You bore
trial better than ever before in your life. But Satan cane with his
speci ous tenptations, and you fell prey to them The Lord pitied you
and laid his hand upon you to save you. He gave you a rich experience
whi ch you have not benefited by as you shoul d have done, but, like the
children of Israel you soon forgot the dealings of God and his great
mercies. p. 126, Para. 2, [260T].

Bro. ----, you were raised up in answer to prayer, and God gave you a
new | ease of |ife; but you have |et jeal ousy and envy into your soul
and have greatly displeased him He designhed to bring you where you
woul d devel op character, see your defects and correct them p. 126,
Para. 3, [260T1].

There was a decided failure in your education and discipline during
your chil dhood and youth. Now you have the great |essons of self-
control to |earn which ought to have been mastered in earlier days. God
brought you where your surroundi ngs woul d be changed, and you could be
di sciplined by his Holy Spirit, that you m ght acquire noral power and
self-control to nake you a conqueror. It will require the strongest
effort, the nobst persevering and unfaltering determnination, and the
strongest energy to control self. Your spirit has |ong chafed under
restraint, and your tenper has raged like a caged |ion when your wll
has been crossed. The education, which should have been the work of the
parents, nust now be wholly done by yourself. The twi g m ght have been



easily bent when young and snall; but now how difficult the task after
it has grown gnarled and crooked and strong. The parents permitted it
thus to be deforned; and now only by the grace of God united with your
own persistent efforts, can you beconme conqueror over your wll. You
may, through the nerits of Christ, part with that which scars and
deforns the soul, and devel ops a m sshapen character. You nust put away
the old man with his errors, and take the new man, Christ Jesus. Adopt
his Iife as your guide, then your talents and intellect will be devoted
to God's service. p. 127, Para. 1, [260T].

Oh! if nothers would only work with wisdom with cal mess and

determ nation, to train and subdue the carnal tenpers of their
children, what an anount of sin would be nipped in the bud, and what a
host of church trials would be saved! How many fam |ies woul d be happy
that are now m serable! Many souls will be eternally | ost because of
the negl ect of parents to properly discipline their children, and teach
t hem subm ssion to authority in their youth. Petting faults and
soot hi ng outbreaks, is not laying the axe at the root of the evil, but
proves the ruin of thousands of souls. Oh! how will parents answer to
God for this fearful neglect of their duty. p. 127, Para. 2, [260T].

Bro. ----, you are willing to stand at the head and dictate to others;
but will not be dictated to yourself. Your pride fires in a nonent at
the attenpt. Self-love and a haughty spirit are unruly elenents in your
character, hindering spiritual advancement. Those who have this
t enperament nust take hold of the work zealously and die to self or
they will | ose Heaven. God nmakes no conpromise with this el enent as do
fond, m staken parents. p. 128, Para. 1, [260T].

In my last vision | was shown that if you, Bro. ----, refused reproof
and correction, and chose your own way, and will not be disciplined,
God has no further use for you in connection with his holy work. If you
had commenced the work of setting your own soul right with the Lord,
you woul d have seen so great a work to be done for yourself that you
woul d not have spent so nmuch tinme over the supposed wongs of Bro. W,
dwel I'i ng upon them behind his back. The work of the last thirty years
shoul d inspire confidence in the integrity of Bro. W "Honor to whom
honor is due."™ p. 128, Para. 2, [260T].

Men in responsi bl e positions should inprove continually. They nust not
anchor upon an old experience, and feel that it is not necessary to
become scientific workers. Man, although the nost hel pl ess of God's
creatures when he cones into the world, and the nost perverse in his
nature, is neverthel ess capabl e of constant advancenent. He may be
enl i ghtened by science, ennobled by virtue, and nmay progress in nenta
and noral dignity, until he reaches a perfection of intelligence and
purity of character but little |ower than the angels. Wth the Iight of
truth shining in the mnds of men, and the | ove of God shed abroad in
their hearts, we cannot conceive what they may be, and what great work
they may do. p. 129, Para. 1, [260T1].

| know that the human heart is blind to its own true condition. But |
cannot | eave you, wi thout naking an effort to help you. W |ove you,
and we want to see you pressing on to victory. Jesus |loves you. He died
for you; and he wants you to be saved. W have no disposition to hold
you in ---- ---- but we do want you should meke thorough work with your
own soul, and right every wong there, and nake every effort to naster



self lest you m ss Heaven. This you cannot afford to do. For Christ's
sake resist the devil and he will flee fromyou. p. 129, Para. 2,
[ 260T].

Epi stl e Nunmber Six. p. 130, Para. 1, [260T1].

Dear Bro. and Sister L----: | have been shown that you have erred in
t he managenent of your children. You received ideas at ---- fromDr. --
-- which you have spoken of before the patients, and before your
children. They will not bear to be carried out. FromDr. ----'s stand-
poi nt they may not appear so objectionable, but viewed froma Christian
stand- poi nt they are positively dangerous. p. 130, Para. 2, [260T].

The instructions Dr. ---- has given in regard to shunni ng physica

| abor, has proved a great injury to many. The do-nothing systemis a
dangerous one. The necessity for amusenments, as he teaches it and
enjoins it upon his patients, is a fallacy, In order to occupy the tine
and engage the nmind they are made a substitute for useful, healthfu
exerci se and physical |abor. Anusements, such as Dr. ---- reconmends,
excite the brain nore than useful enploynent. p. 130, Para. 3, [260T].

Physi cal exercise and | abor conmbi ned has a happy influence upon the
m nd, strengthens the nuscles, inproves the circulation, and gives the
invalid the satisfaction of knowi ng his own power of endurance,
whereas, if he is restricted from healthful exercise and physica
| abor, his attention is turned to hinself. He is in constant danger of
t hi nki ng hi nsel f worse than he really is, and of having established
within hima diseased inmaginati on which causes himto continually fear
that he is overtaxing his powers of endurance. As a general thing if he
shoul d engage in sone well directed |abor, using his strength and not
abusing it, he would find that physical exercise would prove a nore
powerful and effective agent in his recovery than even the water
treatment he is receiving. p. 130, Para. 4, [260T].

The inactivity of the nental and physical powers, as far as usefu

| abor is concerned, is that which keeps nmany invalids in a condition of
f eebl eness, which they feel powerless to rise above. It also gives them
a greater opportunity to indulge in inmpure imagination, which

i ndul gence has brought many of them where they are in point of

f eebl eness. They are told they have expended too nuch vitality in hard
| abor, when, in nine cases out of ten, the |abor they perforned was the
only redeeming thing in their lives, and has been the nmeans of saving
them fromutter ruin. Wile their minds were thus engaged they could
not have as favorable an opportunity to debase their bodies and
conplete the work of destroying thenselves. To have all such persons
cease to labor with brain and nuscle, is to give theman anple
opportunity to be taken captive by the tenptations of Satan. p. 131
Para. 1, [260rT1].

Dr. ---- has reconmended that the sexes should mngle together; he has
taught that their physical and nental health demand a cl oser
association with each other. Such teaching has done, and is doing,
great injury to inexperienced youth and children, and is a great
satisfaction to nen and wonmen of questionable character, whose passions
have never been controlled, and who, for this reason, are suffering
fromvarious debilitating disorders. These persons are instructed from
a health stand-point to be much in the conpany of the opposite sex.



Thus a door of tenptation is opened before them passion rouses |ike a
l[ion within their hearts, and every consideration is overborne;
everything elevated and noble is sacrificed to lust. This is an age
when the world is teeming with corruption. Were the m nds and bodi es of
men and wonmen in a healthful condition, were the ani mal passions
subject to the higher intellectual powers of the mind, it nmght be
conparatively safe to teach that boys and girls, and the youth of stil
nore mature age, would be benefited by mngling nmuch in each others
society. If the minds of the youth of this age were pure and
uncorrupted, the girls mght have a softening influence upon the m nds
and manners of the boys, and the boys, with their stronger, firmer
natures, mght have a tendency to ennoble and strengthen the characters
of the girls. p. 131, Para. 2, [260T].

But it is a painful fact that there is not one girl in a hundred who
is pure mnded, and there is not one boy in a hundred whose norals are
untai nted. Many that are ol der have gone to such lengths in dissipation
that they are polluted soul and body, and corruption has taken hold of
a large class who pass anong nmen and wonen as polite gentlenmen and
beautiful ladies. It is not the tine to reconend, as beneficial to
health, the mngling of the sexes by being as much as possible in each
others society. The curse of this corrupt age is the absence of true
virtue and nmodesty. p. 131, Para. 3, [260T].

Dr. L----, you have advanced these ideas in the parlor. The young have
heard you, and your remarks have had as great an influence upon your
own children as upon others. It would have been better to have |eft
those ideas at ----. p. 133, Para. 1, [260T].

Cl ose application to severe labor is injurious to the grow ng franes
of the young, but where hundreds have broken down their constitutions
by over-work alone, inactivity, over-eating, and delicate idleness has
sown the seeds of disease in the systens of thousands that are hurrying
to swift and sure decay. p. 133, Para. 2, [260T1].

Why the youth have so little strength of brain and nuscle is because
they do so little in the line of useful |abor. "Behold, this was the
iniquity of thy sister Sodom pride, fullness of bread, and abundance
of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen
the hand of the poor and needy; and they were haughty and conmtted
abom nation before me: therefore | took themaway as | saw good." Ezk
16:49, 50. p. 133, Para. 3, [260T].

There are but few of the youth of this degenerate age who can even
endure the study necessary to obtain a comon education. Wiy is this?
Why do the children conplain of dizziness, headache, bleeding at nose,
pal pitation, and a sense of |assitude and general weakness? Should this
be attributed mainly to their close study? Fond and indul gent parents
will synpathize with their children because they fancy their |essons
are too great a task, and that their close application to study is
ruining their health. True, it is not advisable to crowd the m nds of
the young with too many and too difficult studies. But, parents, have
you | ooked no deeper into this matter than nerely to adopt the idea
suggested by your children? Have you not given too ready credence to
t he apparent reason for their indisposition? It beconmes parents and
guardi ans to | ook beneath the surface for the cause of this evil. p.
133, Para. 4, [260T].



In ninety-nine cases out of one hundred the cause searched out and
reveal ed to you woul d open your understanding to see that it was not
the taxation of study al one that was doing the work of injury to your
children, but their wong habits were sapping the brain and the entire
body of its vital energy. The nervous system has becone shattered by
bei ng often excited, and thus has been laid the foundation for
premature and certain decay. Solitary vice is killing thousands and
tens of thousands. p. 134, Para. 1, [260T].

Chi |l dren shoul d have occupation for their time. Proper nental |abor

and physical out-door exercise will not break the constitutions of your
boys. Useful |abor and an acquai ntance with the mysteries of house-work
will be beneficial to your girls, and sone out-door enploynent is

positively necessary to their constitution and health. Children should
be taught to labor. Industry is the greatest blessing that nen, wonen,
and children can have. p. 134, Para. 2, [260T1].

You have erred in the education of your children. You have been too

i ndul gent. You have favored them and excused them from | abor until
with some of them it is positively distasteful. Inactivity, |ack of
wel | -regul ated enpl oynent, has injured themgreatly. Tenptations are on
every side ready to ruin the youth for this world and the next. The
path of obedience is the only path of safety. p. 135, Para. 1, [260T].

You have been blind to the power the eneny was havi ng over your
children. Household | abor, even to weariness, would not have hurt them
one-fiftieth part as much as indolent habits have done. They woul d have
escaped many dangers, had they been instructed, at an earlier period,
to occupy their tinme in useful |abor. They would not have contracted
such a restless disposition for change, and to go into society. They
woul d have escaped nmany tenptations to vanity and to engage in
unprofitabl e amusenents, light reading, idle talking, and nonsense.
Their tinme would have passed nore to their satisfaction, and w thout so
great tenptation to seek the society of the opposite sex, and to excuse
thenmsel ves in an evil way. Vanity and affection, usel essness and
positive sin, have been the result of this indolence. The parents, and
especially you, the father, have flattered and indulged themto their
great injury. p. 135, Para. 2, [260T].

Dear Bro., you have made a sad mistake in standing before the patients
in the parlor, as you have frequently done, and exalting yourself and
wi fe. Your own children have | earned | essons fromthose remarks that
have given shape to their characters. You will now find it not an easy
matter to correct the inpressions that have been made. They have
t hought that as your children they were superior to children in
general . They have been proud and self-conceited. You have felt anxious
| est the people should not give you the respect due your position as a
physi cian of the Health Institute. This has shown a vein of weakness in
you whi ch has hindered your spiritual advancenent. It has also led to a
j eal ousy of others, fearing that they would supplant you, or not place
the right estinmate upon your position and value. p. 136, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

You al so exalted your wife, placing her before the patients as a
superior creature. You were like a blind man. You gave her credit for
qualifications she did not possess. You should have renmenbered that



your noral worth is estimted by your words, your acts, your deeds.

These can never be hidden, but will place you upon the right elevation
before your patients. If your interest is manifested for them if your
| abor is devoted to them they will knowit, you will have their

confidence and | ove. p. 136, Para. 2, [260T].

But talk will never make your patients believe that your arduous | abor
for them has taxed you and exhausted your vitality when they know t hat
t hey have not had your special attention and care. p. 137, Para. 1,
[260T].

The patients will have confidence and | ove for those who manifest a
special interest in themand | abor for their recovery. p. 137, Para.
2, [260rT1].

If you are the one to do this work, which nust be done, which cannot
be |l eft undone, which the patients pay their noney to have done, then
you need not by talking, seek to gain esteem and respect, you will as
surely have it as you do the work. p. 137, Para. 3, [260T].

You have not been free from selfishness, and therefore you have not
had the bl essing which God gives his unsel fish workmen. Your interest
has been divided. You have had such a special care for yourself and
yours, that the Lord has had not reason to especially work and care for
you. Your course in this respect has disqualified you for your
position. p. 137, Para. 4, [260T].

| saw one year ago that you felt conpetent to manage the Institute
yourself alone. Were it yours and you the one to be especially
benefited or injured by its |osses and gains, you would see it your
duty to have an especial care that | osses should not occur, and that
pati ents who were there upon charity should not drain the Institute of
means. You woul d investigate, you would not have themrenmain a week
| onger than it was positively necessary. You would see nmany plans and
ways by which you could reduce expenses and keep up the property of the
Institute. But you were nerely enployed, and the zeal, interest, and
ability which you think you possess, to carry on such an institution
does not appear. The patients do not receive the attention for which
t hey have paid and which they have a right to expect. You was shown to
me frequently turning away frominvalids who were in need of your
counsel and advice. You were presented before ne as apparently
i ndi fferent, seeming rather inpatient while scarcely |istening to what
they were saying which was to them of great inportance. You seened to
be in a great hurry, putting themoff till some future tine, when a
very few appropriate words, spoken in synpathy and encouragenent, would
qui et a thousand fears, and give, in the place of disquietude and
di stress, peace and assurance. You appeared to dread to speak to the
patients. You did not enter into their feelings, but held yourself
al oof when you should have mani fested nore famliarity. You were too
di stant and unapproachable. They look to you as children to a parent,
and have a right to expect and receive attentions fromyou which they
do not obtain. "Me and mine" cones between you and the | abor your
position requires you to do. The patients and hel pers need your advice
frequently, but they feel an unwillingness to go to you, and do not
feel free to speak with you. p. 137, Para. 5, [260T].

You have sought to maintain an undue dignity. In the effort you have



not attai ned the object, but |ost the confidence and | ove which you

m ght have gai ned had you been unassum ng, possessing neekness and

hum ity of mind. True devotion and consecration to God will find for
you a place in the hearts of all, and clothe you with a dignity not
assuned but genui ne. You have been exalted by the words of approval you
have received. The life of Christ nust be your pattern, to do good in
every place you occupy. In caring for others, God will care for you.
The Mpj esty of Heaven did not avoid weariness. He traveled on foot from
pl ace to place to benefit the suffering and needy. Although you possess
some knowl edge and may have some understandi ng of the human system and
can trace disease to its cause, and even if you had the tongue of nen
and angels, there are yet qualifications necessary or all your gifts
will be of no special value. You nust have a power from God, which can
only be realized by those who nake himtheir trust and consecrate
thensel ves with devotion to the work he has given themto do. Christ
nmust be a portion of your know edge. His wi sdominstead of yours should
be considered. Then will you understand howto be a light in the roons
of the sick. You lack freedomof spirit, power and faith. Your faith is
feeble for want of exercise; it cannot be vigorous and heal thful. Your
efforts will not be as successful for those who are sick in heart and
body, and they will not be gaining in physical and spiritual strength
if you do not carry Jesus with you in your visits. H's words and works
you want to acconpany you. Then you will feel that those whom your
words of synpathy and prayers have bl essed will bless you in return.

p. 139, Para. 1, [260T1].

You have not felt your whol e dependence upon God, and your

i nefficiency and weakness without his especial w sdom and grace. You
worry, fear, and doubt, because you have worked too nuch in your own
strength. In God you can prosper. In humility and holiness of mnd you
will find great peace and strength. They shine brightest who feel nopst
their own weakness and dar kness, for such make Christ their

ri ght eousness. Your strength should cone from your union with Christ.
Be not weary in well doing. p. 140, Para. 1, [260T].

The Mpj esty of Heaven has invited the weary ones, "Come unto ne all ye
that |abor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take ny yoke
upon you and learn of nme; for | amnmeek and lowy in heart; and ye
shall find rest unto your souls.” Wy the burden sonetines seens so
heavy, and the yoke so galling, is because you have got above the
nmeekness and the | ow i ness possessed by our divine Lord. Cease trying
to gratify and exalt self; but rather let self be hidden in Jesus, and
| earn of himwho has invited you and promi sed you rest. p. 140, Para.
2, [260rT1].

| saw that the Health Institute could never prosper while those who
hel d responsi bl e positions connected with it, had nore interest for
t henmsel ves than for the institution. God wants unselfish men and women
as workers in his cause, and those who take charge of the Health
Institute should have an oversight of every departnent there,
practising econony, caring for the trifles, guarding agai nst |osses, in
short they should be as careful and judicious in their managenent as if
they thensel ves were the actual proprietors. p. 140, Para. 3, [260T].

You have been troubled with a feeling that this and that was not your
busi ness. Everything connected with the Institute is your business. If
certain things come under your observation that you cannot attend to



properly, being called in another direction, call for help of some one
who will give these matters inmediate attention. If this work is too
arduous for you, some one should take your place who can perform

t horoughly all the duties devol ving upon one hol di ng your responsible
position. p. 141, Para. 1, [260T].

You have frequently charged the patients and hel pers, in your parlor
tal ks, with bringing unnecessary burdens and cares upon you, while, at
the sane tinme, | saw you were not performng half the duties resting
upon you as a physician. You were not properly attending to the cases
of the sick under your care. The patients are not blind; they perceive
your neglect of them They are away fromtheir homes and upon expense
to obtain the care and treatnment they could not receive there. Al this
scolding in the parlor is injurious to the institution and displ easing
to God. p. 141, Para. 2, [260T].

It is true you have had heavy burdens to bear, but in nmany cases you
have bl amed the patients and hel pers when the trouble was in your own
fam ly. They require your constant help, but do not help you in return;
there is no one in your home to stay up your hands or give you
encour agenent. Had you no burden outside the Institute, you could bear
up much better, and not |ose strength and fortitude. It is your duty to
care for your famly, but it is not at all necessary for themto be as
hel pl ess as they are, and so great a wei ght upon you. They coul d assi st
you if they would. p. 142, Para. 1, [260T].

It is your duty also to preserve your health; and if your famly cares
are so great, and the work in which you are engaged is over-taxing you,
and you are unable to devote the tinme and attention to the patients and
the Institute which is actually their due, then you should resign your
position and seek to place yourself where you can do justice to your
famly, yourself, and to the responsibilities you assune. p. 142,

Para. 2, [260T1].

The position you now occupy is an inportant one. It requires clear
intellect, strength of brain, nerve and nuscle. Earnest devotion to the
work is necessary for its success, and nothing short of this will nake
the Institution prosperous. To be a living thing it nust have live,

di sinterested workers to conduct it. p. 142, Para. 3, [260T].

Sister L----, you have not been the help to your husband that you
shoul d have been. Your attention has been devoted nore to yourself. You
have not realized the necessity of arousing your dormant energies to
encourage and strengthen your husband in his |abors, or bless your
children with the right influence. If you had set yourself diligently
about the duties God enjoined upon you, had hel ped to bear the burdens
of your conpanion and united with himto properly discipline your
children, the order of things in your famly would have been changed.

p. 142, Para. 4, [260T1].

But you have yielded to feelings of gloomand sadness whi ch has
brought a cloud upon your dwelling instead of sunshine. You have not
encour aged hope and cheerful ness and your influence has been depressing
upon those whom you shoul d have ai ded by kindly words and deeds. Al
this is the result of selfishness. You have required the attention and
synpat hy of your husband and children, and yet have not felt that it
was your duty to take your mind off yourself and |abor for their



happi ness and wel | -being. You have given way to inpatience, and have
harshly reproved your children; this has only confirmed themin their
evil ways, and severed the cords of affection that should bind the
hearts of parents and children together. p. 143, Para. 1, [260T1].

You have | acked self-control, and have censured your husband in the
presence of your children, and this has | essened your authority over
them as well as his. You have been very weak; when your children have
come to you with conplaints of others, you have i medi ately decided in
favor of your children and have unwi sely censured and bl amed t hose of
whom t hey conpl ai ned. This has cherished in the nminds of your children
a disposition to nurnur agai nst those who do not pay them the deference
they i magi ne they deserve. You have indirectly encouraged this spirit
instead of silencing it. You have not dealt with your children as
firmy and justly as you should have done. p. 143, Para. 2, [260T].

You have had trials. You have been oppressed in mnd. You have been
di scouraged but have charged this unhappi ness unjustly upon others. The
mai n cause is to be found in yourself. You have failed to make your
home what it should be and what it m ght have been. It is yet in your
power to correct the faults there. Come out of that cold and stiff
reserve. Gve nore |ove, rather than exact it, cultivate cheerful ness,
| et the sunshine into your heart and it will shine upon those about
you, be nore social in your manners, seek to gain the confidence of
your children that they may cone to you for advice and counsel
encourage in themhumlity and unsel fi shness, and set before themthe
right sort of exanple. p. 144, Para. 1, [260T].

Awake ny dear brother and sister, to the needs of your famly. Do not
be blinded, but take hold of the work unitedly, calmy, prayerfully,
and in faith. Set your house in order and God will bless your efforts.
p. 144, Para. 2, [260T1].

Epi stl e Nunber Seven. p. 145, Para. 1, [260T1].

I was shown on Dec. 10, 1872, the state of Bro. N.'s famly. He has
been a true believer and lover of the truth but has been drinking in
the spirit of the world. p. 145, Para. 2, [260T].

Said Christ, "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."
Bro. N----, your earthly treasure clains your interest and attention to
such an extent that you do not afford tinme to serve God, yet your wife
is dissatisfied that you do. A worldly insanity has taken possession of
her heart. Neither of you give yourselves sufficient tine for
nmedi tation and prayer. God is robbed of your daily service, and you
yourselves are neeting with a great loss than that of every earthly
treasure. p. 145, Para. 3, [260T].

Sr. N, you are still further from God than your husband is. Your
conformty to the world has bani shed your Saviour from your heart,
there is no roomfor himin your affections. You have but little
inclination for prayer and searching your heart. You are yielding
yourself to obey the prince of the powers of darkness. "To whomye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey,
whet her of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness." p.
145, Para. 4, [260T1].



Sister N----, you know not what you are doing, you do not realize that
you are warring against your Creator, in drawi ng your husband away from
the truth. Your attention is on the advantages that the world gives.
You have not cultivated a | ove for devotion, but are better pleased
with the stir and bustle of laboring to acquire wealth. You are
absorbed in your desire to be Iike the world that you may receive the
happi ness that the world gives. Your earthly anmbitions and interests
are greater than your desire for righteousness and a part in the
ki ngdom of God. p. 146, Para. 1, [260T].

Your precious probationary tinme is spent in laboring for your tenpora
wel fare, in dressing, and eating, and drinking after the manner of the
wor |l d. Oh! how unsatisfying, how neager is the reconpense obtained. In
your worldly desires and pursuits you are carrying a heavier burden
than your Saviour has ever proposed to |ay upon you. Your Redeener
invites you, "Cone unto ne, all ye that |abor and are heavy | aden, and
I will give you rest. Take ny yoke upon you, and learn of ne; for | am
nmeek and lowy in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For ny
yoke is easy and my burden is light." My sister, Christ would have you
| ay down your heavy weight at his feet and submit your stubborn neck to
his easy yoke. p. 146, Para. 2, [260T].

What if your probation should close at this tinme? How would you bear
the investigation of the Master? How have you enpl oyed your talents of
means and i nfluence, lent you of God for wi se inmprovenent to his glory?
God has not given you life and its blessings nerely to devote to your
own pleasure, or selfish gratification, but to benefit others and do
good. The Master has intrusted to you talents, that you should put them
out to the exchangers, that when he requires them again he may receive
his own with usury. Your influence and neans have been given you to
test you, to reveal what is in your heart; you should use themto wn
souls to Christ, and thus advance the cause of your Redeener. p. 147,
Para. 1, [260T1].

If you fail to do this you are naking a terrible mistake. Every day
that you devote to serving yourself, and pleasing your friends by
yielding to their influence in loving the world and negl ecting your
best friend, who died to give you life, you are |losing nuch. p. 147,
Para. 2, [260T1].

Sister N----, you have thought it was not well for you to be different
fromthose around you. You are in a comunity that has been tested on
the truth and has rejected it; and you have |inked your interests and

affections with this conmpany, until you are to all intents one of them
You |l ove their society, yet you are not happy though you flatter
yoursel f that you are so. You have said in your heart, "It is vain to

serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance and
that we have wal ked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?" p. 147,
Para. 3, [260T].

It is no small matter for a famly, in an unbelieving conmunity to
stand as representatives for Jesus, keeping God's |law. We are required
to be living epistles known and read of all nmen. This position involves
fearful responsibilities. In order to live in the light you nust cone
where the light shines. Bro. N----, at any sacrifice, should feel under
sol emm obligation to attend, with his famly, at |east the yearly
gat herings of those who |ove the truth. It would strengthen hi mand



them and fit themfor trial and duty. p. 148, Para. 1, [260T].

It is not well for themto |ose the privil ege of associating together
with those of like faith with thenselves, for the truth loses its
i mportance in their mnds, their hearts cease to be enlightened and
vivified by its sanctifying influence, and they |lose spirituality. They
are not strengthened by the words of the |iving preacher. Worldly
t houghts and worldly enterprises are continually exercising their mnds
to the exclusion of spiritual subjects. p. 148, Para. 2, [260T].

The faith of nost Christians will waver if they constantly neglect to
meet together for conference and prayer. If it were inpossible for them
to enjoy such religious privileges, then God would send |ight direct
from Heaven by his angels, to animate, to cheer and bless his scattered
peopl e. But he does not propose to work a mracle to sustain the faith
of his saints. They are required to love the truth enough to take sone
little pains to secure the privileges and bl essings vouchsafed t hem of
God. The least they can do is to devote a few days in the year to a
united effort to advance the cause of Christ and to exchange friendly
counsel and synpathy. p. 149, Para. 1, [260T].

Many devote nearly all their tinme to their own tenporal interests and
pl easures, and begrudge the few days spent and the expense involved in
going a distance fromtheir hones to neet with a conpany gathered
together in the nane of the Lord. The word of the Lord defines
covetousness as idolatry; then how many idolaters are there even anobng
those who profess to be followers of Christ? p. 149, Para. 2, [260T].

It is required that we neet together and bear testinony to the truth.
The angel of God said:-- p. 150, Para. 1, [260T].

"Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and the
Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remenbrance was witten
before himfor themthat feared the Lord, and that thought upon his
nanme. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when
| make up ny jewels; and | will spare themas a man spareth his own son
that serveth him" p. 150, Para. 2, [260T].

It will pay, then, to inprove the privileges within our reach, and,
even at sone sacrifice, to assenble with those who fear God and speak
for him For he is represented as hearkening to those testinonies,
while angels wite themin a book. God will renenber those who have net
toget her and thought upon his name, and he will spare themfromthe
great conflagration. They will be as precious jewels in his sight, but
his wath will fall on the shelterless head of the sinner. It is not a
vain thing to serve God. There is a priceless reward for those who
devote their life to his service. Dear Bro. and Sr. you have been
gradual |y entering the darkness, until, alnost inperceptibly, it has
grown to appear like the light to you. Cccasionally a feeble glinmmer
penetrates that gloom and arouses the mi nd, but surrounding influences
shut out the ray of light, and the darkness seens denser than before.
p. 150, Para. 3, [260T1].

It woul d have been better for your spiritual welfare had you changed
your place of residence sonme years ago. The light of truth tested the
conmunity in which you live. A few received the nessage of nercy and
warning, while it was rejected by many. Still another class did not



accept it because there was a cross to lift. They took a neutra
position and thought if they did not war against the truth they would
be doing quite well; but the light they neglected to receive and
cherish went out in darkness. p. 151, Para. 1, [260T1].

They endeavored to qui et conscience by saying to the Spirit of God, Go
they way for this tine, and when | have a convenient season | wll cal
for thee. That conveni ent season has never cone. They negl ected the
gol den opportunity that has never again returned to them for the world
has shut out the light that they refused. The interests of this life
and the charm of exciting pleasures absorb their mnds and hearts,
while their best friend, the blessed Saviour, is rejected and
forgotten. p. 151, Para. 2, [260T].

Sister N----, although possessing excellent natural qualities, is
bei ng drawn away from God by her unbelieving friends and rel ati ves who
| ove not the truth and have no synpathy with the sacrifice and self-
deni al that nust be nade for the truth's sake. Sister N---- has not
felt the inportance of separation fromthe world as the command of God
enjoins. The sight of her eyes and the hearing of her ears have
perverted her heart. p. 152, Para. 1, [260T].

John the Baptist was a man filled with the Holy Ghost fromhis birth,
and if there was any one who could remain unaffected by the corrupting
i nfluences of the age in which he lived, it was surely he. Yet he did
not venture to trust his strength; he separated hinself fromhis
friends and relatives, that his natural affections mght not prove a
snare to him He would not place hinmself unnecessarily in the way of
tenptati on, nor where the luxuries or even the conveniences of life
would lead himto indulge in ease or gratify his appetite, and thus
| essen his physical and nmental strength. By such a course the inportant
m ssion he cane to fill would have failed in its acconplishnment. p.
152, Para. 2, [260T].

He subjected hinself to privation and solitude in the w | derness where
he coul d preserve by sacred sense of the nmmjesty of God, by studying
his great book of nature and there becomi ng acquainted with the
character of God, in his wonderful works. It was an atnosphere
calcul ated to perfect noral culture and keep the fear of the Lord
continually before him John, the forerunner of Christ, did not expose
himself to evil conversation and the corrupting influences of the
world. He feared its effects upon his conscience, that sin m ght not
appear to himso exceedingly sinful. He chose rather to have his hone
in the wilderness, where his senses would not be perverted by his
surroundi ngs. Should we not |earn sonething fromthis exanple of one
whom Chri st honored and of whom he said, Anbng those born of wonen
there are none greater than John the Baptist. p. 152, Para. 3, [260T].

The first thirty years of Christ's |ife was passed in retirenent.

M ni stering angels waited upon the Lord of life, as he wal ked side by
side with the peasants and | aborers anong the hills of Nazareth,

unr ecogni zed and unhonored. These hi gh exanpl es should teach us to
avoid evil influences and shun the society of those who do not |ive
aright. W should not flatter ourselves that we are too strong for any
such influences to affect us, but we should, in humlity guard
ourselves fromdanger. p. 153, Para. 1, [260T].



Anci ent |Israel was especially directed by God to be and remain a
peopl e separate fromall nations. They were not to be subjected to

wi tnessing the idolatry of those about them lest their own hearts
shoul d be corrupted, lest famliarity with ungodly practices should
make them appear less wicked in their eyes. Fewrealize their own
weakness, and that the natural sinful ness of the human heart too often
paral yzes our nobl est endeavors. p. 154, Para. 1, [260T].

The bal eful influence of sin poisons the |ife of the soul. Qur only
safety is in separation fromthose who live in its darkness. The Lord
has enj oi ned upon us to cone out from anong them and be separate, and
to touch not the unclean thing and he will receive us and will be a
Fat her unto us, and we shall be his sons and daughters. If we wish to
be adopted into the famly of God, children of the Heavenly King, we
nmust conply with his conditions; we should conme out fromthe world and
stand as a peculiar people before the Lord, obeying his precepts and
serving him p. 154, Para. 2, [260T1].

Lot chose Sodom for his home because he saw there were advantages to
be gained there froma worldly point of view But after he had
established hinmself and grown rich in earthly treasure, he was
convinced that he made a nistake in not taking into consideration the
noral standing of the community in which he was to nmake his honme. p.
154, Para. 3, [260T].

The dwellers in Sodom were corrupt; vile conversation greeted his ears
daily, and his righteous soul was vexed by the violence and crinme he
was powerless to prevent. His children were beconing like these w cked
peopl e, for association with them had perverted their norals. Taking
all these things into consideration, the worldly riches he had gai ned
seened small and not worth the price he had paid for them H's famly
connections were extensive, his children having married anong the
Sodomites. p. 155, Para. 1, [260T].

The Lord's anger was finally kindled agai nst the w cked inhabitants of
the city. The angels of God visited Sodomto bring forth Lot, that he
shoul d not perish in the overthrow of the city. They bade Lot bring his
famly, his wife, and the sons and daughters who had married in w cked
Sodom and they told himto flee fromthe place, "For," said the
angels, "we will destroy this place, because the cry of themis waxen
great before the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy
it." p. 155, Para. 2, [260T].

And Lot went out and entreated his children. He repeated the words of
the angel. Up, get thee out of this place, for the Lord will destroy
this city! But he seenmed unto his sons-in-law as one who nocked, for
they had lived so long in Sodomthey had beconme partakers of the sins
of the people. And the daughters were influenced by their husbands to
believe their father was mad. They were well enough off where they
were. They were rich and had great possessions, they could not believe
it possible that beautiful Sodom a rich and fertile country, would be
destroyed by the wath of a sin-avenging God. p. 155, Para. 3, [260T].

Lot returned sorrowmfully to the angels, and repeated the story of his
failure. Then the angels commanded himto arise, and take his w fe, and
the two daughters who were yet in his house, and | eave the city. But
Lot was sad, for the thought of |eaving his children and his wife, for



she refused to go without them alnost broke his heart. They would al
have perished in the terrible ruin of Sodom had not the Lord, in his
great nmercy, sent his angels to the rescue. p. 156, Para. 1, [260T].

Lot was paral yzed by the great calamty about to occur, he was
stupefied with grief at the thought of l|eaving all he held dear on
earth. But as he lingered, the angels of God |aid hold upon his hand,
and the hands of his wife and two daughters, and brought them out of
the city and charged themto flee for their lives, neither to | ook
behind them nor to stay upon all the plain, but to escape to the
nmount ai ns. How reluctant was Lot to obey the angel and go as far as
possi bl e from corrupt Sodom appointed to utter destruction. p. 156,
Para. 2, [260T].

Lot plead to renmmin; he distrusted God. Living in the wicked city, had
weakened his faith and confidence in the justice of the Lord. Lot plead
that he could not do as he was required, |est sonme evil should overtake
hi m and he should die. Angels were sent on a special mssion to save
the life of Lot and his fam |y, but Lot has so | ong been surrounded by
corrupting influences, that his sensibilities were blunted and he could
not di scern the works of God and his purposes; he could not trust
himself in his hands to do his bidding. He was continually pleading for
hi nsel f, and this unbelief caused himthe Iife of his wife. p. 156,
Para. 3, [260T1].

She | ooked back to Sodom and nurnured agai nst the dealings of God. She
was changed to a pillar of salt, that she m ght stand as a warning to
all those who disregarded the special nercies and providences of
Heaven. After this terrible retribution, Lot no | onger dared to linger
by the way, but fled into the nountains, according to the directions of
the angels. The sinful conduct of his daughters after |eaving Sodom
was the result of w cked associations while there. The sense of right
and wong was confused in their mnds, and sin did not appear as sin to
them p. 157, Para. 1, [260T].

The case of Lot should be a warning to all those who wish to live
godly lives, to separate thenselves fromall influences calculated to
| ead them away from God. Lot remmi ned so | ong anong the w cked that he
was only able to save hinself and two daughters, and even they were
corrupted in norals by their sojourn in Sodom p. 157, Para. 2,

[ 260T].

God neans what he says and he will not be trifled with. Ch! how many
short-sighted, sinful nortals plead with God, to induce himto conme to
their ternms, while if they would only yield thensel ves unreservedly
into his hands he woul d conpass their salvation and give them precious
victories. p. 158, Para. 1, [260T].

Sister NN---, you are in danger of making decisions that will be very
injurious to you. God has a work for you to do, which none can do for
you, and without this your soul cannot be saved. God |oves you and is
unwi I Iing you should perish in the genuine ruin. He invites you to
| eave those things which hinder your spiritual advancement, and to find
in himthat strength and consol ati on you need. You have cares and
burdens to bear in your fanmily that often worry you, but if you do only
those things necessary to your tenporal confort and happi ness, you will
find time to read your Bible with prayerful interest and perfect a



Christian character. p. 158, Para. 2, [260T].

Bro. N----, you have had many di scouragenents, but you nust be
earnest, firm and decided to do your duty in your famly, and take
themwith you if possible. You should spare no effort to prevail upon
them to acconpany you on your heavenward journey. But if the nother and
children do not choose to acconpany you but rather seek to draw you
away from your duties and religious privileges, you nmust go forward
even if you go alone. You nust live in the fear of God. You nust
i mprove your opportunities of attending the neetings, and gain all the
spiritual strength you can for you will need it in the days to come.
Lot's property was all consuned, if you should neet with | oss you
shoul d not be discouraged, and if you can save only a part of your
famly it is nmuch better than to lose all. p. 158, Para. 3, [260T].

Dear Bro. and Sr. you are parents, you are in a great measure,
accountable for the souls of your children. You have brought theminto
exi stence and you should, by precept and exanple, lead themto the Lord
and the courts of Heaven. You should inpress themw th the thought that
their tenporal interests are of little consequence when conpared with
their eternal welfare. p. 159, Para. 1, [260T].

These dear children are living anong worldly people, and they are

i mbibing a love for the vanities of life. You son L----, is a kind-
hearted, fine-spirited boy, but he needs the watchful care of a nother,
whose daily experience in the Christian life will fit her to counse

and instruct him He is just that age when a tender, judicious nother
can nould himby her influence; but | fear, sister N----, that you seek

rather to mould your children after the fashion of this world, and
neglect to teach themthat the inportant work of life is to from

characters that will insure imortality. p. 159, Para. 2, [260T].
If L---- neglects to becone acquainted with religious subjects and
practical Christianity, his life will be a m stake. He should see that

he needs an education in spiritual and divine things, that he may use
his abilities wholly for God. The Lord calls for young nen to work in
his vineyard. Young men should not neglect the essential branches of
education. But if they turn their entire attention to secul ar study,
and neglect to becone intelligent on the great subject of religion, and
do not acquire a Christian experience, they are beconi ng disqualified
for the work of God. p. 159, Para. 3, [260T1].

However favorable the educati onal advantage nay be, sonmething besides
t he know edge of books is necessary to save the soul and | ead others to
repent ance. Devoting a period of years to the acquisition of scientific
know edge al one, is not preparing to be an efficient |aborer in the
service of God. p. 160, Para. 1, [260T].

Young nen shoul d devote nmuch time to study, but they should also unite
physical |abor with their nental efforts, and put in practice the

know edge they have gained. That all the faculties of the mnd, and
powers of the body nay be equally devel oped by useful exercise. But

t hey shoul d not neglect the things necessary to salvation, nor consider
them secondary to anything in this life. p. 160, Para. 2, [260T].

Dear Bro. and Sr., God loves your fanmly and desires to shower his
speci al bl essi ngs upon you, that you nmay become instrunents of



ri ghteousness in |l eading others toward Heaven. But Bro. N---- can do a
great anount of good, if entirely consecrated to God, in a community
where his advice and influence woul d be better received and

appreci ated. We have strong hopes that both of you will correct that
which is wong in your |ives, and renew your faith and obedi ence to
God, receiving new strength from himwho has promised to hel p those who
call upon his nane. p. 160, Para. 3, [260T].

Young Bro. L----, you have nmade a mistake in your life. In closely
pursui ng your studies you have negl ected the devel opment of all your
faculties. The nmoral growth should never be dwarfed in the effort to
acquire education, but should be cultivated in a far higher degree than
is usually deenmed necessary. p. 161, Para. 1, [260T1].

My dear young brother, you have been anbitious to secure know edge.
This anbition is praise-worthy, but in order to gratify it, you have
negl ected your eternal interests and nmade them secondary to your
studi es. God and Heaven have occupi ed a subordinate position in your
affections. The clains of God's holy | aw have not been sacredly
observed in your daily life. You have desecrated the Sabbath by
bringing your studies into that holy tinme which was not yours to occupy
for your own purposes. God has said, in it thou shalt not do any work.
p. 161, Para. 2, [260T1].

"If thou turn away thy foot fromthe Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure
on ny holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honor abl e; and shalt honor him not doing thine own ways, nor finding
t hi ne own pl easure, nor speaking thine own words; then shalt thou
delight thyself in the Lord; and | will cause thee to ride upon the
hi gh places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy
father; for the nmouth of the Lord hath spoken it." p. 161, Para. 3
[ 260T].

You have yielded to inclination rather than duty, and nade your
studi es paranount to the expressed conmand of the Most High. p. 162,
Para. 1, [260T1].

Qur canp-neetings are arranged and held at great expense. God's

m ni sters who advocate unpopul ar truth, |abor excessively at these

| arge gatherings to bear the nmessage of nercy froma crucified Redeener
to poor fallen sinners. To neglect or treat these nmessages with
indifference, is to slight the mercy of God, and his voice of warning
and entreaty. p. 162, Para. 2, [260T].

Your absence fromthese neetings has been very detrinmental to your
spiritual welfare. You have missed the strength that you m ght have
gained there in listening to the preached word of God, and m ngling
with the believers of the truth. Your mnd has been lulled into a fata
apathy in regard to the well-being of your soul. You have exalted your
secul ar educati on above the knowl edge to be gained in the school of
Christ. Experience in a true religious life is necessary in order to
forma character acceptable to God and the pure virtues that will bear
the light of Heaven. p. 162, Para. 3, [260T].

What anxi ety you have manifested to discipline your nmind by study, to
become properly conversant with your text-books, that you m ght
creditably pass the exam nation before your instructors, friends and



i nterested spectators! How anbitious you have been to prove that you
have been a diligent student and faithfully enployed your tinme in
storing your mnd with useful know edge. You have been as sincerely
anxi ous to progress in your studies, as to secure the conmendation of
your friends and teachers. You have justly earned the honors you have
received for scholarship. p. 163, Para. 1, [260T1].

But how has your nmind been disciplined in religion? Have you not

unt hi nki ngly placed the ki ngdom of God and his righteousness bel ow your
advancenent in the sciences? True, sone of the human faculties were
given nore especially for the purpose of engaging in tenporal matters,
but the higher powers of the mnd should be wholly consecrated to God.
These control the man, these formhis Iife and character. And while you
shoul d not negl ect your secul ar studies, you have no right to give them
all your attention, but should devote yourself especially to the noral
and spiritual requirements of your Heavenly Father. p. 163, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

How little anxiety you have nmanifested to inprove the religious
advant ages within your reach, to gain a nore thorough know edge of the
| aws of God, and a determination to abide by them You have made little

effort to becone a loyal and intelligent Christian. How then will you
be prepared to pass the grand review, where all your deeds and words,
and the innmost thoughts of your heart will be laid open before the

great Judge and the assenbl ed saints and angels. You have had little
anbition to obtain a spiritual fitness to bear this close exam nation
in the presence of that exalted throng. What then will be the final
decision as to your noral and religious attai nments, that decision from
which there is no appeal? p. 164, Para. 1, [260T].

What will be the honors accredited to you because of your faithful ness
in preserving the required harnony between religion and the pursuit of
the sciences? WIIl you stand as one possessing unfaltering noral
courage, in whomis shown excellence of human know edge united with a
holy zeal for God and the obedi ence of his law? p. 164, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

My brother, you should consider the wisdomof God as all in all
Rel i gi on nust go hand in hand with science in order to nmake your
education a sanctified neans of doing good and turning others to the
truth. The nore we learn in the school of Christ, the nore eager we are
to advance in that know edge. All our acquirenents are of little val ue
unl ess the character is ennobled by religion. God has special duties
for every individual to perform and a decision will be passed upon
every case as to the faithfulness with which these duties have been
acconplished. p. 164, Para. 3, [260T].

The Lord frequently places us in difficult positions to stinulate us
to greater exertion. In his providence special annoyances soneti nmes
occur to test our patience and faith. God gives us |essons of trust. He
woul d teach us where to look for help and strength in the time of need.
Thus we obtain practical know edge of his divine will, which we so nmuch
need in our life experience. Faith grows strong in earnest conflict
with doubt and fear. p. 165, Para. 1, [260T].

Brot her, you may be a conqueror if you take careful heed to your ways.
You shoul d devote your young life to the cause of God and pray for



success. You should not close your eyes to your danger, but resolutely
prepare for every difficulty in your Christian advancenment. Take tine
for reflection and hunbl e, earnest prayer. Your talents are marked and
you are hopeful in regard to your future success, but unless you
conprehend the weakness of your natural heart you will be disappointed.
p. 165, Para. 2, [260T1].

You are just starting out in life, have arrived at an age to bear
responsibilities for yourself. This is a critical period in your life.
Now, in your youth, you are sowing in the field of life. That which you
sow you shall also reap; as was the seed, so shall be the harvest. If
you are neglectful and indifferent concerning eternal things, you wll
sustain a great |oss yourself, and, through your influence, prevent

others fromfulfilling their obligations to God. p. 166, Para. 1,
[260T].

Both worl ds are before you, which will you choose? Be w se and | ay
hold of eternal life. Swerve not fromyour integrity, however

unpl easant your duties nay appear in the present energency. It may seem
that you are about to nmake great sacrifices to preserve your purity of
soul, but do not hesitate, press forward in the fear of God and he will
bl ess your efforts and reconpense you a thousand fold. Do not yield
your religious clains and privileges in order to gratify the wi shes of
your unconsecrated friends and relatives. You are called to take your
position for the truth, even if it should be in direct opposition to
those who are closely connected with you. God forbid that this |ast
trial should ever cone to you, to test and prove your integrity for the
right. p. 166, Para. 2, [260T].

Lay the foundation of your Christian character upon the eternal Rock
of Salvation, and let the structure be firmand sound. p. 167, Para.
1, [260rT1].

We hope that your nother will aid your efforts, and those of your
brothers and sisters, to perfect a true character after the pattern of
Christ, that you may have a noral fitness for the society of holy
angel s in the kingdomof glory. p. 167, Para. 2, [260T].

Epi stl e Nunber Eight. p. 167, Para. 3, [260T].

Dear Brn. G---: In the vision given ne |ast January, | was shown sone
things in reference to you both. I was shown that you are not grow ng
in spirituality as it is your duty and privilege to do. The greatness
of the work and the opening providences of God should stir your hearts.
Christ designed that his believing children should be the light of the
world, the salt of the earth. The holy life and Christian exanple of
one good man in a community, sheds a light that is reflected upon
ot hers. How great then should be the influence of a conpany of
believers all wal king in the commandnents of God. p. 167, Para. 4,

[ 260T] .

The preaching of the word is ordained of God, to arouse and convi ct
sinners. And when the living preacher exenplifies in his own life the
sel f-deni al and sacrifices of Christ, when his conversation and acts
are in harmony with the Divine Pattern, then his influence will be a
power ful one upon those who listen to his voice. But all cannot be
teachers of the word in the pulpit. The individual duties of different



persons vary, and there is work for all to do. Al can aid the cause by
gi ving unselfishly of their neans to help the various branches of the
work, to furnish means for the publications of tracts and periodicals
to scatter anong the people, and dissenmnate the truth. Those who give
noney to pronote the cause, are bearing a part of the burden of the
work; they are co-laborers with Jesus Christ, for God has furnished nen
with nmeans, on trust, that they may use them for holy and w se
purposes. They are the instrunmentalities Heaven has ordai ned for doing
good, and these talents nen are to put out to the exchangers. p. 168,
Para. 1, [260rT1].

Dear brethren, ever bear in mnd that you are the stewards of God, and
that he hol ds you accountable for the tenporal talents he has lent to
use wisely for his glory. WIIl you not closely search your hearts and
i nvestigate the notives which pronpt you to action? | was shown that
your danger was in |oving your possessions. Your ears are not quick to
hear the Master's call in the person of his saints and the wants of his
cause. You do not invest your treasure gladly in the enterprise of
Christianity. If you desire a treasure in Heaven you shoul d be securing
it while you have the opportunity. If you feel safer to apply your
means toward the greater accunul ation of earthly riches, and invest
sparingly in the cause of God, then you should feel satisfied to
recei ve heavenly treasure according to your investnent in heavenly
stock. p. 168, Para. 2, [260T].

You desire to see the cause of God progress, but you nmeke little
personal effort towards that end. If you, and others who profess our
holy faith, could see your true position, and realized your
accountability to God, you would becone nmpore earnest co-laborers with
Jesus. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mnd." There
can be no divided interest in this, for the whole heart and m nd and
strength is all that conposes the man. p. 169, Para. 1, [260T].

Says the apostle, "Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price."
When the poor, condemned sinner was |ying under the curse of the
Father's law, Jesus so |oved himthat he gave hinself for the
transgressor. He redeened himby the virtue of his blood. W cannot
estimte the precious ransompaid to redeemfallen man. The heart's
best and holiest affections should be given in return for such wondrous
| ove. The tenporal gifts you enjoy are nerely lent you to aid in the
advancenent of the kingdomof God. p. 170, Para. 1, [260T1].

| speak of the tithing system yet how neager it |ooks to ny m nd! How
smal |l the estimte! How vain the endeavor to neasure with mathematica
rules, tinme, noney and | ove against a love and a sacrifice that is
measur el ess and i nconputable! Tithes for Christ! Oh, neager pittance,
shameful reconpense for that which cost so nuch! Fromthe cross of
Cal vary, Christ calls for an unconditional surrender. p. 170, Para. 2,
[ 260T] .

He prom sed the young ruler that if he sold all that he had and gave
it to the poor, and lifted his cross and followed him he should have
treasure in Heaven. All we have shoul d be consecrated to God. The
Maj esty of Heaven came to the world to die, a sacrifice for the sins of
man. How cold and selfish is the human heart that can turn away from
such inconparable |ove, and set itself upon the vain things of this



world. p. 170, Para. 3, [260T].

VWhen selfishness is striving for the victory over you, bear in mnd
One who |eft the glorious courts of Heaven, and |laid aside the robes of
royalty for your sakes, becom ng poor that, through his poverty, you
m ght be made rich. WII you, then, disregard this great |ove and
boundl ess nmercy, by refusing to be inconvenienced, and to deny
yourselves for his dear sake? WIIl you cling to the treasures of this
life and neglect to aid in carrying forward the great work of truth?

p. 171, Para. 1, [260T1].

The children of Israel were anciently commanded to make an offering
for the entire congregation to purify them from cerenoni al defil enent.
This sacrifice was a red heifer, and represented the nore perfect
of fering that should redeemfromthe pollution of sin. This was an
occasional sacrifice for the purification of all those who had
necessarily or accidentally touched the dead. Al who canme in contact
with death in any way were considered cerenonially unclean. This was to
forcibly inpress the mnds of the Hebrews with the fact that death cane
in consequence of sin, and therefore is a representative of sin. The
one heifer, the one ark, the one brazen serpent inpressively point to
the one great offering, the sacrifice of Christ. p. 171, Para. 2,

[ 260T].

This heifer was to be red without spot, which was a synbol of bl ood.
It nmust be without blenish, and one that had never borne a yoke. Here
again was Christ typified. The Son of God came voluntarily to
acconplish the work of atonenent. There was no obligatory yoke upon
him for he was independent and above all law. The angels, as Cod's
intelligent messengers, were under the yoke of obligation, no persona
sacrifice of theirs would atone for the guilt of fallen man. Chri st
al one was free fromthe clains of the |law to undertake the redenption
of the sinful race. He had power to lay down his |[ife and to take it up
again. "Who being in the formof God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God." p. 172, Para. 1, [260T].

Yet this glorious being | oved the poor sinner, and took upon hinself
the formof a servant, that he m ght suffer and die in man's behal f.
Jesus m ght have remained at his Father's right hand, wearing his
ki ngly crown and royal robes. But he chose to exchange all the riches,
honor and glory of Heaven for the poverty of humanity, and his station
of high command for the horrors of Gethsemane, and the huniliation and
agony of Calvary. He becane a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,
that, by his baptismof suffering and bl ood, he m ght purify and redeem
aguilty world. Lo, "I come," was the joyful assent, "to do thy will, O
God!" p. 172, Para. 2, [260T1].

The sacrificial heifer was conducted without the canp, and slain in
the nost inposing manner. Thus Christ suffered without the gates of
Jerusalem for Calvary was outside the city walls. This was to show
that Christ did not die for the Hebrews al one, but for all mankind. He
proclains to a fallen world that he has cone to be their Redeener, and
urges themto accept the salvation he offers them p. 173, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

The heifer having been slain in a nost sol etm manner, the priest
clothed in pure white garments, took the blood in his hands as it



i ssued fromthe body of the victim and cast it towards the tenple
seven tinmes. "And having a high priest over the house of God, let us
draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled froman evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water." p. 173, Para. 2, [260T].

The body of the heifer was burned to ashes, which signified a whole
and anple sacrifice. The ashes were then gathered up by a person
uncont am nated by contact with the dead, and placed in a vesse
containing water froma running stream This clean and pure person then
took a cedar stick with scarlet cloth and a bunch of hyssop and
sprinkled the contents of the vessel upon the tent and the people
assenbl ed. This cerenpny was repeated several tinmes in order to be
t hor ough, and was done as a purification fromsin. p. 173, Para. 3,

[ 260T] .

Thus Christ in his own spotless righteousness, after shedding his
preci ous blood, enters into the holy place to cleanse the sanctuary.
And there the crinmson current is brought into the service of
reconciling God to man. Sone may | ook upon this slaying of the heifer
as a neani ngl ess cerenmony, but it was done by the command of God, and
bears a deep significance that has not lost its application to the
present tinme. p. 174, Para. 1, [260T1].

The priest used cedar and hyssop, dipping theminto the cleansing
wat er and sprinkling the unclean. This synbolized the blood of Christ
spilled to cleanse us fromnoral inpurities. The repeated sprinklings
illustrate the thoroughness of the work that nmust be acconplished for
the repenting sinner. Al that he has must be consecrated. Not only
shoul d his own soul be washed cl ean and pure, but he should strive to
have his famly, his donmestic arrangenents, his property and entire
bel ongi ngs consecrated to God. p. 174, Para. 2, [260T].

After the sprinkling with hyssop of the tent, over the door of those
cl eansed was witten, | amnot nmy own; Lord, | amthine. Thus should it
be with those who profess to be cleansed by the blood of Christ. God is
no | ess exacting now than he was in olden tines. The Psalm st, in his
prayer, refers to this synbolic cerenpny when he says, "Purge nme with
hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash nme, and | shall be whiter than

snow.” "Create in ne a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within nme." "Restore unto ne the joy of thy salvation, and uphold ne
with thy free spirit." p. 175, Para. 1, [260T].

The bl ood of Christ is efficacious but needs continually to be
applied. God not only wants his servants to use the neans he has
intrusted to themfor his glory, but he desires themto nmake a
consecration of thenselves to his cause. If you, ny brethren, have
beconme selfish and are wi thholding fromthe Lord that which you should
cheerfully give to his service, then you need the blood of sprinkling
t horoughly applied, consecrating you and all your possessions to God.
p. 175, Para. 2, [260T1].

My much respected brethren, you have not that earnest and unselfish
devotion to the work of God that he requires of you. You have given
your attention to tenmporal natters. You have trained your minds for
business in order to benefit yourselves thereby. But God calls for you
to come nore closely into union with him that he may nmould and train



you for his work. A solem statenment was nmade to ancient |srael that
the man who shoul d remain unclean and refuse to purify hinmself, should
be cut off from anong the congregation. This has a special neaning for
us. If it was necessary in ancient tinmes for the unclean to be purified
by the bl ood of sprinkling, how essential for those living in the
perils of the |last days and exposed to the tenptations of Satan, to
have the bl ood of Christ applied to their hearts daily. "For if the

bl ood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the
uncl ean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how nmuch nore shal

t he bl ood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered hinself

wi t hout spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God?" p. 176, Para. 1, [260T].

You should both do nmuch nore than you have done towards bearing the
burdens of the work of the Lord. | adjure you to arouse from your

| ethargy, |leave the vain idolatry of worldly things, and be in earnest
to secure a title to your immortal inheritance. Wrk while it is day.
Do not inmperil your souls by forfeiting present opportunities. Do not
make your eternal interest of secondary inportance. Do not put the
world before religion, and toil day after day to acquire its riches,
while the peril of eternal bankruptcy threatens you. Every day is
bringing you nearer to the final reckoning. Be ready to yield up the
talents lent you with the increase gained by their wi se use. p. 176,
Para. 2, [260T1].

You cannot afford to sacrifice Heaven, or jeopardize your safety. Do
not let the deceitful ness of riches |ead you to neglect the imorta
treasure. Satan is a wily foe and he is ever on your track, striving to
ensnare you and conpass your ruin. W are in the waiting tine, let your
| oi ns be girded about, and your |ights shining, that you may wait for
the Lord when he returneth fromthe weddi ng, that when he coneth and
knocketh you may open unto himimediately. p. 177, Para. 1, [260T].

Wat ch, brethren, the first dinmng of your light, the first negl ect of
prayer, the first synpton of spiritual slunber. He that endureth unto
the end shall be saved. It is by the constant exercise of faith and
| ove that believers are made to shine as lights in the world. You are
maki ng but poor preparation for the Master's comng, if, when he
appears, you must present to himtalents that you have buried in the
earth, talents neglected, abused, m sused, a divided |ove, serving
manmon whil e professedly serving God. p. 177, Para. 2, [260T].

You have both professed to be servants of Christ. How necessary that
you shoul d obey your Master's directions and be faithful to your
duties. "Behold, what manner of |ove the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God." This love is w thout
parallel, giving to men the rel ati onship of sons of God. Therefore the
Fat her expects obedi ence fromhis children, therefore he requires a
ri ght disposition of the property he has placed in their hands. It is
not their own to use for their personal gratification, but it is the
capital of the Lord, for which they are responsible to him p. 178,
Para. 1, [260T1].

Chil dren of the Lord, how precious is the prom se! How full the
atonenent of the Saviour for our guilt! The Redeener, with a heart of
unal terable love, still sheds his sacred blood in the sinner's behalf.
The wounded hands, the pierced side, the marred feet plead eloquently



for fallen man whose redenption is purchased at such an infinite cost.
Oh, matchl ess condescension! Tine nor events can | essen the efficacy of
the atoning sacrifice. As the fragrant cloud of incense rose acceptably
to Heaven, and Aaron sprinkled the bl ood upon the nercy-seat of ancient
Israel, and cleansed the people fromguilt, so the nerits of the slain
Lanb are accepted by God today as a purifier fromthe defilenent of

sin. p. 178, Para. 2, [260T].

Wat ch and pray that you enter not into tenptation. There are stern
battles for you to fight. You should put on the whol e arnor of

ri ght eousness and prove yourselves strong and true in your Redeener's
service. God wants no idlers in his field, but co-laborers with Christ,
vigilant sentinels at their posts, valiant soldiers of the cross, ready
to do and dare all things for the cause in which they are enlisted. p.
179, Para. 1, [260T].

It is not wealth or intellect that gives happiness, it is true nora
worth and a sense of duty performed. You may have the overconer's
reward and stand before the throne of Christ to sing his praises in the
day when he assenbles his saints, but your robes nust be cleansed in
the bl ood of the Lanb, and charity nust cover you as a garnent and you
be found spotless and without blem sh. p. 179, Para. 2, [260T].

John says:--"After this | beheld, and, o, a great nmultitude, which no
man coul d nunber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lanb, clothed with
white robes, and palns in their hands; and cried with a | oud voi ce,
sayi ng, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lanb." "These are they which cane out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and nmade themwhite in the bl ood of the Lanb.
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve himday and
night in his tenple; and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwel
anong them They shall hunger no nore, neither thirst any nore; neither
shall the sun |ight on them nor any heat. For the Lanb which is in the
m dst of the throne shall feed them and shall lead themunto living
fountains of waters; and God shall w pe away all tears fromtheir
eyes." p. 180, Para. 1, [260T].

Epi stl e Nunber Nine. p. 181, Para. 1, [260T].

Dear Bro.----: In ny last vision your case was presented before nme. |
was shown that there are defects in your Christian character that nust
be overcone before you can perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord.
You |l ove the truth, but you need to be sanctified by the truth. You are
not selfish nor niggardly in hospitality or in sustaining the cause of
truth; but there is one kind of selfishness which exists in your heart.
You are wedded to your own opinion, and extol your own judgment above
that of others. You are in danger of exalting yourself above your
brethren. You are exacting and inclined to carry out your own ideas,

i ndependent of your brethren, because you consider your intelligence
and experience superior to theirs. p. 181, Para. 2, [260T].

In this you fail to carry out the apostle's injunction, "Let nothing
be done through strife or vain glory; but in lowiness of mind | et each
esteem ot her better than thenselves." You have your notions, your
pur poses and your plans, and i magi ne they can never be incorrect. p.
181, Para. 3, [260T].



In your household you have al ways taken too nmuch of the nanagenent
upon yoursel f. When your opinions or plans have been crossed, instead
of conceding to, or conprom sing with, those who opposed you,
considering that they, as well as yourself, had a right to their
i ndependent judgnent, you have felt vexed and hurt. You could not
endure that your family should call your plans in question, or offer
suggestions differing fromyour opinions. In consequence of this
unpl easant state of affairs, your fanm |y have usually subnitted their
wi shes to yours and all owed you to have your own way in order to
preserve harnony at home. Therefore there has been in your fam |y nuch
| ongsuffering and patient indul gence of your whins, which appears to
you only proper observance of your legitimate authority. This you
consi der sound and correct nmmnagenent on your part. p. 181, Para. 4,
[ 260T] .

Whenever your determ ned spirit to carry out your own judgnment at al
hazards has driven friends to the opposite extrenme and to feel contenpt
for your arbitrary spirit, you have felt, and intimted, that all such
opposition was instigated by the tenptati ons of the eneny. This has
made you nore persistent in carrying out your own ideas, regardless of
the wi shes of others. p. 182, Para. 1, [260Tl].

You are in danger of having trouble because you are unwilling to grant
liberty of judgnent and opinion to those connected with you. It is wel
for you to renmenber that their ways and their opinions nmay be as dear
to themas yours are to you. W are very apt to |lose sight of this fact
when we censure others for not agreeing with us. You govern the menbers
of your family too rigidly. You are very punctilious in giving them
line upon |ine and precept upon precept, and if they venture to differ
with you, it only renders you nore determ ned to act according to your
own m nd and show that you are master in your own house, and not to be
interfered with. p. 182, Para. 2, [260T].

You seemto consider that it is enough for you to say that a thing
nmust be done in order to have it done in the very manner you indicated.
In this arbitrary way you often place your mind and judgnment between
your famly and their own good sense of what is right and proper under
the circunstances. You have made a sad mnistake in breaking down the
will and judgnment of your wife, and requiring her to unquestioningly
yield to your superior wisdomor bring discord into the home. p. 183,
Para. 1, [260T1].

You should not seek to rule the actions of your wife or treat her as a
servil e dependent. Never |ift yourself above her and excuse yourself by
t hi nking, "She is inexperienced and inferior to ne." Never seek to
unr easonably bend her will to yours, for she has an individuality that
can never be subnerged in yours. | have seen many famlies shipw ecked
t hrough over managenment on the part of its head, whereas, through
consul tation and agreenent together, all m ght have noved off
har moni ously and well. p. 183, Para. 2, [260T].

My brother, you are self-conceited. You go out of your proper province
in order to exercise your authority. You inmagine that you understand
t he best way of doing the work in your kitchen; and in the working
departnment you have your own peculiar ideas of how everything should be
done. You expect all to adapt thenselves |ike machinery to these ideas,



and observe the particular order that pleases you. p. 184, Para. 1
[260T] .

These efforts to bring your friends into a position where they wll
nmeekly yield every wish and inclination to your will, is vain and
futile. All mnds are not noulded alike, and it is well that it is so,
for if they were exactly simlar, there would be | ess harnony and
natural adaptability to each other than now. But we are all represented
as being nenbers of the body, united in Christ. In this body there are
vari ous nenbers, and one nenber cannot perform exactly the sane office
as another. The eyes are made for seeing, and in no case can they
performthe work of the ears, which is that of hearing, neither can the
ears take the place of the nmouth, nor the nmouth performthe office of
the nose. Yet all these organs are necessary to the perfect whole, and
work in beautiful harnony with each other. p. 184, Para. 2, [260T].

The hands have their office and the feet theirs; one is not to say to
the other "You are inferior to ne;" the hands are not to say to the
feet, "We have no need of you;" but all are united in the body, to do
their specific work, and should be alike respected as they conduce to
the confort and useful ness of the perfect whole. p. 185, Para. 1
[260T].

We cannot all have the same minds nor cherish the same ideas, but one
is to be a benefit and blessing to the other, that where one | acks,
anot her may supply what is requisite. You have certain deficiencies of
character and natural biases that render it profitable for you to be
brought in contact with a mnd differently organized, in order to
properly bal ance your own. Instead of superintending so exclusively,
you should consult with your wife and nutually arrive at joint
deci sions. You do not encourage independent effort on the part of your
famly, but if your specific directions are not scrupulously carried
out you too frequently find fault with the delinquents. p. 185, Para.
2, [260rT1].

Were your wife, and other nmenbers of your family, wthout tact or
skill, you would be nore excusable in taking the reins so entirely in
your own hands, but this not being the case, your course is altogether
unwar rant abl e. After you have kindly inforned them concerning your
vi ews of cooking and the managenent of household matters, and intinmated
what your desires are in regard to it, go no farther, but |let them use
your suggestions as they choose. They will be nuch nmore likely to be
pl easantly influenced to please you than if you resorted to perenptory
nmeasures. And even if they do not adapt thenselves to your opinions, do
not persist in ruling every thing to be done in your own way. p. 186,
Para. 1, [260T1].

You nust remenber that the natural independence of others should be
respected. If your wife does her work in a way convenient to herself,
you have no right to interfere with her affairs and fret and burden her
wi th your many suggestions and reflections upon her nanagenment. p.
186, Para. 2, [260T].

You have many good and generous traits of character. You are a
courteous, affable man, in general, to those outside your own famly.
Perhaps this is attributable, in some neasure, to the fact that you
dare not exhibit to them your natural disposition, excepting to those



whom you consi der greatly your inferior. If your superiority is not
sufficiently recognized in society, you are deternmined that it shall be
at home, where you think that none will presune to dispute its clains.
p. 186, Para. 3, [260T1].

You should go diligently about affecting a change in yourself. If you
are willing to sacrifice your selfishness, your exacting disposition,
your pet notions and ideas, you can have a peaceful and happy hone that
angels will delight to | ook upon. Is it sweeter to have your will than
to see a proper freedom of action and spirit in your househol d? Your
home is not always just what it should be, but you are the principa
cause of its discord. If you stand as a representative of Christ upon
the earth, do not, | beseech you, m srepresent your bl essed Redeener,
who was neek and kind, gentle and forgiving. p. 187, Para. 1, [260T].

It is a fact well worth your consideration that it is a difficult
thing for people who have sound minds and ideas of their own, to work
precisely in the groove that another may lay out for them Therefore
you have no noral right to enbarrass your wife and famly with your

whi ms and petul ant notions concerning their enploynents. It will be
hard for you to change at once your node of operation; but nake a firm
determ nation that you will not enter your kitchen unless it be to

encourage the efforts and prai se the managenent of those who are
| aboring there. Let comendati on take the place of censure. p. 187,
Para. 2, [260T1].

Cultivate traits of character the opposite of those which are here
reproved. Seek to devel op goodness, patience, love, and all the graces
which will have a transform ng influence in your home and brighten the
lives of your fam |y and your friends. Confess that you have done w ong
and then turn squarely about and strive to be just and right. Do not
endeavor to make your wife a slave to your will, but draw her into
cl ose synpathy with yourself by kindness and an unselfish desire to
promote her confort and happi ness. G ve her an opportunity to exercise
her faculties, and do not try to warp her nmind and noul d her judgnent
till she | oses her nmental identity. p. 188, Para. 1, [260T].

She is a child of God and a wonman of fine capabilities and good taste,
one who has a hunbl e opinion of herself at best. And you have dictated
to her so |long and di scouraged her independent thought, that it has had
an influence to make her shut herself within herself and fail to
devel op the nobl e wonmanhood that is hers by right. Wiile consulting
with your wife upon matters that effect her interests equally with your
own, you well know that if she expresses an opinion contrary to yours,
a feeling of injury rises in your heart and self takes possession of
you and excludes that feeling of deference that you should naturally
cherish towards the conpanion of your life. p. 188, Para. 2, [260T].

The very sane spirit that you exercise at hone will be manifested nore
or less in your church relations. Your determined will, your rigid
opinions will be urged and nade a ruling power as far as possible. This
wi |l never do, you nust feel the necessity of yielding your judgnment
occasionally to that of others, and not persist in your way to a degree
that often approaches stubbornness. |If you wish for the daily blessing
of God you shoul d nodul ate your inperious disposition, and make it
correspond to the Divine Pattern. p. 189, Para. 1, [260T].



You frequently grieve your wife unconsciously to yourself, because you
do not guard your words and acts with that tenderness that you shoul d.
You thus | essen her love for you, and foster a coldness that is
creeping into your home unawares. If you think |ess of yourself and
nore of the treasures in your household, giving due consideration to
the nenbers of your famly, and allow ng them a proper exercise of
their individual judgment, you will bring a bl essing upon yourself and
them and increase the respect they feel for you. p. 189, Para. 2,

[ 260T] .

You have been inclined to ook with a sort of contenpt upon your
brethren who were faulty, and, fromtheir natural tenperanent, found it
hard to overcone the evils that beset them But Jesus pities them he
| oves them and bears with their infirmties, even as he does with
yours. You do wong to exalt yourself above those who are not so strong
as you are. You do wong to shut yourself up in a self-righteous
spirit, thanking God that you are not |ike other nmen, but that your
faith and zeal exceeds those of the poor, feeble ones striving to do
ri ght under discouragenents and darkness. p. 190, Para. 1, [260T].

Angels froma pure and holy Heaven cone to this polluted world to
synpat hi ze with the weakest, the nost hel pl ess and needy, while Chri st
hi rsel f descended fromhis throne to help just such as these. You have
no right to hold yourself aloof fromthese faltering ones, or assert
your marked superiority to them Conme nore in unison with Christ, pity
the erring and lift up the hands that hang downward, strengthen the
feebl e knees, bid the fearful hearts be strong. Pity and help them even
as Christ has pitied you. p. 190, Para. 2, [260T].

You have desired to do a work for the Master. Here is work for you to
do that will be acceptable to him the very work that angels are
engaged in carrying forward. You may be a co-laborer with them But you
will never be called to preach the word to the people. You may have a
general ly correct know edge of our faith, but you lack the
qualifications of a teacher. You have not the faculty of adapting
yourself to the needs and ways of others. You have not sufficient
vol une of voice; even in conference neetings you speak too |ow to be
heard by those assenbl ed. Al so, ny dear brother, you are frequently in
danger of being tedious; even in small neetings, your remarks are too
| engthy. Every word of what you say may be true, but in order to find
its way to the soul, it should be acconpanied with a fervor of
spiritual power. What we say should be right to the point and not of
sufficient length to weary the listeners, else the subject matter will
find no |l odgnent in their hearts. p. 191, Para. 1, [260T].

There is plenty of work for all to do. You, ny dear brother, can with
all safety do good service for the Lord in hel ping those who nost need
aid. You may feel that your work in this direction is not rightly
appreci ated, but renmenber that our Saviour's work was also lightly
consi dered by those whom he benefited. He cane to save those who were
| ost, and the very ones he sought to rescue, refused his help and
finally put himto death. p. 191, Para. 2, [260T].

If you fail ninety-nine tinmes in a hundred, but succeed in saving the
one soul fromruin, you have done a noble deed for the Master's cause.
But to be a co-worker with Jesus, you should have all patience with
those for whom you | abor, not scorning the sinplicity of the work, but



| ooking to the bl essed result. Wen those for whom you | abor do not
exactly nmeet your mnd, you often say in your heart, "Let them go, they
are not worth saving." What if Christ had treated poor out-casts in

li ke manner? He died to save mserable sinners, and if you, in the same
spirit, work in the sane manner indicated by the exanple of H m whom
you follow, leaving the results with God, you can never neasure, in
this life, the anbunt of good you have acconplished. p. 192, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

You are inclined to reach for higher work than that which naturally
presents itself to you. You would seek to influence only the

intell ectual and honorabl e anong men. But this class will surely

di sappoi nt your expectations; if they continue long in transgressions,
they seldomfully feel their |lost and hopel ess condition. You should

work, as did Christ, in all humlity, and you will not |ose your
reward. It is as honorable to work anong the hunble and I owy, I|eading
themto the Saviour, as anmobng the rich and great. Above all, do not

undertake responsibilities that you are unable to carry. p. 192, Para.
2, [260T1].

Every thing possible should be done to make the meetings of our people
interesting. You may be a great help in this if you take the proper
course. Especially should our social neetings be properly conduct ed.

p. 193, Para. 1, [260T1].

A few words spoken in a clear and audi bl e voice, in an earnest nmanner
wi t hout any effort of speech, to the point, in relation to your
progress in the divine life, would be to the edification of others and
a blessing to your own soul. p. 193, Para. 2, [260T].

You need the softening, subduing influence of the Spirit of God upon
your heart. No one should receive the idea that a correct know edge of
the truth alone will nmeet the demands of God. A |love and good will that
exi sts only when our ways are acknow edged by our friends as right, is
of no real value, for these are natural to the unregenerate heart.
Those who profess to be children of God and wal king in the right,
shoul d not feel annoyed or angered when their track is crossed. p.
193, Para. 3, [260T].

You |l ove the truth, and are anxious for its advancement. You will be
pl aced in various circunstances in order to prove and try you. You may
develop a true Christian character if you will submt yourself to

di scipline. Your vital interests are at stake, and true holiness and a
spirit of self-sacrifice is what you nost need. W nmay obtain a

knowl edge of the truth and read its nost hidden mysteries, and even
gi ve our bodies to be burned for its sake, yet, if we have not |ove and
charity, we are as sounding brass and tinkling cynbal. p. 194, Para.

1, [260rT1].

Cultivate a disposition to esteemothers better than yourself. Be |ess
sel f-sufficient, |less confident, cherish patience, forbearance and
brotherly love. Be ready to help the erring, and have pity and tender
synpat hy towards those who are weak. You need not | eave your business
in order to glorify the Lord, but you nay, fromday to day, while
pur sui ng your usual avocations, honor himwhom you serve in every deed
and word, thereby influencing for the right those with whomyou are
brought in contact. p. 194, Para. 2, [260T].



Be courteous, tender-hearted, forgiving towards others. Let self sink
into the |love of Jesus, that you may honor your Redeener and do the
wor k that he has appointed for you to do. How little you know of the
heart-trials of poor souls who have been bound in the chains of
darkness, and | ack resolution and noral power. Strive to understand the
weakness of others. Help the needy, crucify self, and | et Jesus take
possessi on of your soul in order that you nmay carry out the principles
of truth in your daily life. Then will you be as never before, a
bl essing to the church and all those with whom you come in contact. p.
194, Para. 3, [260T].

Epi stl e Nunber Ten. p. 195, Para. 1, [260T1].

Dear Sister:--1 have been shown that you have certain faults that you
shoul d feel the inportance of correcting, in order to enjoy the

bl essi ng of God. Many of your trials you have brought upon yourself,
because of your freedom of speech. You feel that it is a virtue to talk
plainly and tell people just what you think of themand their acts; you
call this frankness, but it is down-right discourtesy, and arouses the
conmbati veness of those with whom you are brought in contact. If others
shoul d pursue the sane course toward you, it would be nore than you
coul d bear. Those who are accustonmed to speak plainly and severely to
others, are not pleased to receive the sane treatnent in return. p
195, Para. 2, [260T].

You have brought upon yourself many grievances that coul d have been
avoi ded, had you possessed a neek and quiet spirit. You provoke
contention, for when your will has been crossed your spirit has arisen
for conflict. Your disposition to rule is a constant source of trouble
to yourself. Your nature has becone jealous and distrustful. You are
overbearing and stir up strife by fault-finding and hasty condemati on.
You have so long cultivated a spirit of retaliation, that you need
continually the grace of God to soften and subdue your nature. The dear
Savi our has said, "Bless themthat curse you, and pray for themthat
despitefully use you and persecute you." p. 195, Para. 3, [260T].

Dear sister, | was shown that you bring darkness into your own soul by
dwel I'i ng upon the m stakes and inperfections of others. You will never
have their sins to answer for, but you have a work to do for your own
soul, and for your own famly that no other can do for you. You need to
crucify self, to check the disposition to magni fy your nei ghbors
faults and tal k thoughtlessly. p. 196, Para. 1, [260T].

There are subjects upon which you may converse with the very best
results; it is always safe to speak of Jesus, of the Christian's hope,
and the beauties of our faith. Let your tongue be sanctified to God,
that your speech may be ever seasoned with grace. p. 196, Para. 2,
[260T].

"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
what soever things are |ovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things." p. 196, Para. 3, [260T].

The apostle's exhortation should be explicitly followed. There is



often a great tenptation to talk of things which do not profit the
speaker or hearer, but bring barrenness of evil to both. Qur
probationary tine is too brief to spend in dwelling upon the
shortcom ngs of others. W have a work before us which requires the
closest diligence, and the strictest watchful ness, united with
unceasi ng prayer, or we shall be unable to overconme the defects in our
characters, and copy the Divine Pattern. p. 197, Para. 1, [260T].

We should all study to imtate the Iife of Christ, then we shall have
a sanctifying influence upon those with whom we associate. It is a
wonderful thing to be a Christian, truly Christ-like, peaceable, pure
and undefiled. Dear sister, God nust be with us in all our efforts or
they will avail nothing. Qur good works will end in self-righteousness.
p. 197, Para. 2, [260T1].

In your own famly there is nmuch to correct. You have failed to give
your children the attention and encouragenent they need. You have not
bound themto your heart by the tenderest cords of |ove. Your business
is a great tax upon your tinme and energies, and causes you to negl ect
your home duties. Yet you have becone so accustoned to this burden that
it wuld seem a great sacrifice to lay it down; still, if you could do
this, it would be for your spiritual interest, and for the happi ness
and norals of your children. It would be well for you to lay by your
perpl exing cares, and find a retreat in the country where there is not
so strong an influence to corrupt the norals of the young. p. 197,
Para. 3, [260T1].

True, you would not be entirely free from annoyances and perpl exi ng
cares in the country, but you would there avoid many evils and cl ose
the door against a flood of tenptations which threatens to over-power
the m nds of your children. They need enpl oynent and variety, the
sanmeness of their hone makes them uneasy and restless, and they have
fallen into the habit of mngling with the vicious |ads of the town,
obtaining a street education. p. 198, Para. 1, [260T].

You have devoted so nuch time to m ssionary work, which has no
connection with our faith, and been so pressed with cares and
responsibilities that you have not kept pace with the work of God for
this time, and have had little leisure to afford your children innocent
attractions within the narrow precincts of their honme. You have not
studi ed their needs, nor understood their active, devel opi ng m nds
therefore you have withheld fromthem sinple indul gences that woul d
have gratified themw thout injury. It would have been a trifling tax
upon you to have given your children greater attention, and it would
have been of the greatest value to them p. 198, Para. 2, [260T].

To live in the country would be very beneficial to them an active
out-door |ife would healthfully develop both their m nds and bodies.
They shoul d have a garden to cultivate, where they mght find both
useful enpl oynent and anusenment. The training of plants and fl owers
tends to the inprovenent of taste and judgnent, while an acquai ntance
with God's useful and beautiful creations has a refining and ennobling
i nfluence upon the nind, referring it to the Maker and Master of all
p. 198, Para. 3, [260T1].

The father of your children was harsh, relentless and unfeeling, cold
and stern in his associations with them severe in his discipline, and



unreasonabl e in his demands. He was a man of peculiar tenperanent,

wrapt up in himself, thinking only of his pleasure, and reaching out
for nmeans to gratify hinmself and secure the esteemof others. Hi s

i ndol ence and di ssi pated habits, together with his | ack of synpathy and
| ove for you and his children, weaned your affections fromhimat an
early day. Your life was filled with hard and peculiar trials, while he
was utterly indifferent to your cares and burdens. p. 199, Para. 1,

[ 260T] .

These things have left their inpress upon you and your children
especially have they tended to warp your character. You have al nost
unconsci ousl y devel oped and i ndependent spirit. Finding that you could
not depend upon your husband, you have taken that course which you
t hought best, without taking himinto your confidence. As your best
endeavors were not appreciated, you nentally braced yourself to nove
forward according to your best judgnent, regardl ess of censure or
approval . Consci ous of being wonged and m sjudged by your husband, you
have cherished a feeling of bitterness against him and when censured
you have retaliated upon those who questioned your course. p. 199,
Para. 2, [260T1].

But while you have fully realized your husband's faults, you have
failed to mark your own. You have erred in talking of his failings to
others, thus cultivating a love to dwell upon disagreeable topics, and
keepi ng your disappointnents and trials constantly before you. You have
thus fallen into the habit of meking the nbst of which you create by
exaggeration and talking to others. p. 200, Para. 1, [260T].

If you should turn your attention away from outsi de annoyances and
center them upon your fam |y, you would be happier and becone the neans
of doi ng good. The very fact that your children have m ssed the proper
counsel and exanple of a father, renders it nore obligatory upon you to
be a tender and devoted mother. Your duty is nmore in your honme and with
your family. Here is real mssionary |abor to perform This
responsi bility cannot be shifted upon another, it is the |ife-wrk God
has appoi nted for you. p. 200, Para. 2, [260T].

In devoting yourself so entirely to the details of business you are
robbi ng yourself of tinme for meditation and prayer, and you are robbing
your children of the patient care and attention that they have a right
to claimfromtheir nother. You find it easier and quicker to hurry
through with many tasks yourself, than to patiently teach your children
to do them for you, yet it would be nuch better to put certain
responsi bilities upon themand instruct themto be useful. This would
encourage and occupy them as well as relieve you in part. p. 200,
Para. 3, [260T1].

You give considerable tine to those who have no special clains upon
you; in so doing you neglect the sacred duties of a nother. God has not
| ai d upon you nmany of the burdens which you have assuned. You have
visited and hel ped those who did not need your tinme and care half so
much as your own children, who are now fornming characters for heaven or
perdition. God will not sustain you in mnistering to many who are
really suffering under the curse of God for their dissolute and w cked
lives. p. 201, Para. 1, [260T].

The first great business of your life is to be a mssionary at hone.



Clothe yourself with humility and patience, forbearance and |ove, and
go about the work that God has ordai ned you should do, which no other
one can do for you. It is a work for which you will be held responsible
in the day of retribution. God's bl essing cannot rest upon an ill-

di sci pli ned househol d. Kindness and patience nust rule in the hone to
make it happy. p. 201, Para. 2, [260T].

Froma worl dly point of view nmoney is power, but fromthe Christian
standpoint love is power. Intellectual and spiritual strength are
involved in this principle. Pure | ove has special efficacy to do good,
and can do nothing but good. It prevents discord and nmisery, and brings
t he truest happiness. Wealth is often an influence to corrupt and
destroy; force is strong to do hurt; but truth and goodness are the
properties of pure love. p. 201, Para. 3, [260T].

My sister, if you could see yourself as God sees you, it would be
plain to your mind that without a thorough conversion you can never
enter the kingdom of God. If you would bear in mnd that whatever
nmeasure you nmete to others it shall be nmeted to you again, you would be
nore cautious in your speech, mlder and nore forgiving in your
di sposition. Christ cane into the world to bring all resistance and
authority into subjection to hinmself, but he did not claimobedi ence
through the strength of argument or the voice of command; he went about
doi ng good and teaching his followers the things which bel onged to
their peace. He stirred up no strife, he resented no personal injuries,
he met with meek submi ssion the insults, the fal se accusati ons and
cruel scourging of those who hated and condemmed himto death. Christ

is our example. His life is a practical illustration of his divine
teachings. His character is a living exhibition of the way to do good
and overcone evil. p. 201, Para. 4, [260T].

You have nursed your resentnent against your husband and ot hers who
have wronged you, but have failed to perceive wherein you have erred
and nmade nmatters worse by your own wong course. Your spirit has been
bitter agai nst those who have done you injustice, and your feelings
have found vent in reproaches and censure; this would give nonentary
relief to your burdened heart, but |leave a |lasting scar upon your soul
The tongue is a little nmenber, but you have cultivated its inproper use
until it has becone a consuming fire. p. 202, Para. 1, [260T].

Al'l these things have tended to check your spiritual advancenent. But
God sees how hard it is for you to be patient and forgiving, he knows
how to pity and to help. He requires you to reformyour life, to
correct your defects. He desires that your firmand unyielding spirit
shoul d be subdued by his grace. You should seek the help of God, for
you need peace and quiet instead of stormand contention. The religion
of Christ enjoins upon you to nove less frominpul se, and nore from
sanctified reason and cal mjudgnent. p. 202, Para. 2, [260T].

You al |l ow your surroundings to affect you too nmuch. Let daily

wat chf ul ness and prayer be your safe-guard; then the angels of God will
be around you to shed clear and precious |ight upon your mnd and
uphol d you with their heavenly strength. Your influence over your
children, and your course toward them should be such as to attract
these holy visitors to your dwelling, that they may assist you in your
efforts to make your family and your home as God woul d have them When
you essay to independently fight your own way through, the heavenly



angels are repelled and retire fromyour presence in grief, |eaving you
to struggle on alone. p. 203, Para. 1, [260T].

Your children have the stanp of character that their parents have
given them then how careful should be your treatnent of them how
tenderly should you rebuke and correct their faults. You are too stern
and exacting, and have frequently dealt with them when you were excited
and angry; this has alnpst fretted away the gol den cord of |ove that
bi nds their hearts to yours. You should ever inpress upon your children
the fact that you | ove them that you are laboring for their interest,
that their happiness is dear to you, and you design to do only that
which is for their good. p. 203, Para. 2, [260T].

You should gratify their little wants whenever you can reasonabl e do
so. There is but little variety or anusenent that your present |ocation
affords their young and restless mnds, and every year the difficulty
i ncreases. Your first consideration should be in the fear of God for
your children. As a Christian nmother you have obligations to them
neither light nor small, and in order to fill them properly, you should
| ay down sone of your burdens and devote your tine and energies to this
wor k. The home of your children should be the nost desirable and happy
place in the world to them and the nother's presence should be the
greatest attraction. p. 204, Para. 1, [260T].

The power of Satan over the youth of this age is fearful. Unless the
m nds of the young are firmy bal anced by religious principles, their
norals will beconme corrupted by the vicious children with whomthey
cone in contact. You think you understand these things but you fail to
fully conprehend the seduci ng power of evil upon youthful minds. Their
greatest danger is froma |ack of proper training and discipline.

I ndul gent parents do not teach their children self-denial. The very
food they place before their children is such as to irritate the tender
coats of the stomach; this excitenent is comrunicated to the brain
through the nerves, and the result is that the ani nal passions are
roused and control the noral powers. Reason is thus nmade a servant to
the lower qualities of the m nd. Anything which is taken into the
stomach and converted into bl ood, becones a part of the being. Children
shoul d not be allowed to eat gross articles of food, such as pork
sausage, spices, rich cakes and pastry, for by so doing their bl ood
becones fevered, the nervous system unduly excited, and the norals are
i n danger of being affected. It is inpossible for any one to live
intenperately in regard to diet, and yet retain a | arge degree of

pati ence. Qur Heavenly Father sent the |light of Health Reformto guard
against the evils resulting froma debased appetite, that those who

| ove purity and holiness may use with discretion the good things he has
provi ded for them and exercise tenperance in their daily lives, that
they may be sanctified through the truth. p. 204, Para. 2, [260T].

You are not uniformin your treatnment of your children. At tinmes you

i ndulge themto their injury, while at other times you refuse them sone
i nnocent gratification that woul d nake them very happy. You turn from
themw th inpatience, and scorn their sinple requests, forgetting that
they can enjoy pleasures that to you seemfoolish and childish. You do
not stoop fromthe dignity of your age and station, to understand and
m nister to the wants of your children. p. 205, Para. 1, [260T].

In this you fail to imtate Christ. He identified hinself with the



lowly, the needy and the afflicted. He took little children in his arns
and descended to the | evel of the young. His |large heart of |ove could
conprehend their trials and necessities, and he enjoyed their

happi ness. His spirit, wearied with the bustle and confusion of the
crowded city, tired of association with the crafty and hypocritica
men, found rest and peace in the society of innocent children. H's
presence never repul sed them the Mjesty of Heaven condescended to
answer their questions, and sinplify his inportant |essons to neet
their childish understanding. He planted in their young, expanding

m nds the seeds of truth, that would spring up and produce plentifu
harvest in their riper years. p. 205, Para. 2, [260T].

In these children, who were brought to himthat he m ght bless them
he saw the future man and wonmen who should be heirs of his grace and
subjects to his kingdom and sone of whom would be martyrs for his
nanme's sake. Certain unsynpathizing disciples commanded that the
children be taken away | est they should trouble the Master; but as they
were turning away i n sadness, Christ rebuked his followers, saying,
"Suffer little children to come unto ne and forbid them not, for of
such is the kingdom of heaven." p. 206, Para. 1, [260T].

He knew that these children would |listen to his counsel and accept him
as their Redeermer, while those who were world-w se and hard-hearted,
woul d be less likely to follow himand find a place in the kingdom of
God. These little ones, conmng to Christ and receiving his advice and
benedi cti on, had his imge and his graci ous words stanped upon their
pl astic minds, never to be effaced. We should learn a |l esson fromthis
act of Christ, that the hearts of the young are nost susceptible to the
teachi ngs of Christianity, easy to influence towards piety and virtue,
and strong to retain the inpressions received. But these tender
yout hful ones shoul d be approached with kindness, and taught with | ove
and patience. p. 206, Para. 2, [260r1].

My sister, bind your children to your heart by affection. Gve them
proper care and attention in all things. Furnish themw th beconi ng
garnents, that they may not be nortified by their appearance, for this
woul d be injurious to their self-respect. You have seen that the world
is devoted to fashion and dress, neglecting the mind and norals to
decorate the person; but in avoiding this evil you verge upon the
opposite extrenme, and do not pay sufficient attention to your own dress
and that of your children. It is always right to be neat and
appropriately clad, as becones your age and station in life. p. 207,
Para. 1, [260T1].

Order and cleanliness is the |law of Heaven; and in order to cone in
harmony with the divine arrangenment, it is our duty to be neat and
tasteful. Your ideas are perverted upon this subject. Wile condemi ng
t he extravagance and vanity of the world, you fall into the error of
stretchi ng econony i nto penuriousness. You deny yourself that which is
ri ght and proper you should have, and which God has furnished you neans
to procure. You do not suitably clothe yourself or your children. Qur
outward appearance shoul d not di shonor the One we profess to follow
but reflect credit upon his cause. p. 207, Para. 2, [260T].

The apostle says: "Charge themthat are rich in this world, that they
be not high-m nded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. That they do good, that



they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to

comuni cate." Your means are given you to use where needed, not to
hoard up for destruction in the great conflagration. You are bidden to
enjoy the good gifts of the Lord, and should use them for your own
confort and to advance His cause, by charity and good works, thereby
laying up for yourself treasures in Heaven. p. 208, Para. 1, [260T].

Many of your afflictions have been visited upon you, in the w sdom of
God, to bring you closer to the Throne of Grace. He softens and subdues
his children by sorrows and trials. This world is God's work-shop
where he fashions us for the courts of Heaven. He uses the pl aning-
kni fe upon our quivering hearts until the roughness and irregularities
are renoved, and they are fitted for their proper places in the
heavenly building. p. 208, Para. 2, [260T].

Through tribulation and distress, the Christian becones purified and
strengt hened, devel oping a character after the nodel Christ has given.
The influence of a true godly life cannot be nmeasured. It reaches
beyond the i medi ate circle of honme and friends, shedding a |ight that
wins souls to Jesus. p. 208, Para. 3, [260T].



