Testi mony For The Church, Number 25. p. 1, Para. 1, [250T].
By Ellen G Wiite. p. 1, Para. 2, [250I].

St eam Press of the Sevent h-day Adventi st Publishing Association,
Battle Creek, Mch.: 1875. p. 1, Para. 3, [250T].

Testimony for the Church. p. 3, Para. 1, [250T].
| mportance of the Work. p. 3, Para. 2, [250T].

I was shown, Jan. 3, 1875, nmany things relative to the great and
i mportant interests at Battle Creek, in the work of the Publishing
Associ ation, the School, and the Health Institute. |If these
institutions were properly conducted they would greatly advance the
cause of God in the spread of the truth, and in the salvation of souls.
W are living amd the perils of the | ast days. Consecration to God can
alone fit any of us to act a part in the solem and inportant closing
work for this tine. There are but few wholly unselfish nen to fil
responsi bl e positions who have given thensel ves unreservedly to God, to
hear his voice and study his glory. There are but few who would, if
required, give their lives to advance the cause of God. Just such
devotion as this God clains. p. 3, Para. 3, [250T].

Men are deceived in thinking they are serving God when they are
serving thensel ves and making the interest of the cause and work of God
a secondary matter. Their hearts are not consecrated. God takes no
pl easure in the services of this class. p. 3, Para. 4, [250T].

Fromtinme to tinme, as the cause has progressed, he has, in his

provi dence, designated nen to fill positions at Battle Creek. These nen
could fill inmportant positions if they would be consecrated to God, and
devote their energies to his work. These nmen of God's sel ection needed
the very discipline that a devotion to the work of God would give them
He woul d honor these nen by connecting themw th hinmself, and giving
themhis Holy Spirit to qualify themfor the responsibilities they were
called to bear. They could not gain that breadth of experience and
know edge of the divine will w thout they were in positions to bear
burdens and responsibilities. None should be deceived in thinking that,
in connecting thenselves with the work of God in Battle Creek, they
will have less care, less hard labor, and less trials. Satan is nore
active where there is the nost being done to advance the truth and to
save souls. p. 4, Para. 1, [250T].

He understands human nature, and he will not let these nen alone if
there is any prospect of their becoming nore |ike Christ and nore
useful workers in the cause of God. Satan |lays his plans to press his
tenptati ons upon the very nen whom God has signified he woul d accept to
act a part in connection with his work. It is Satan's study how he can
best war agai nst and defeat the purposes of God. He is acquainted with
the weak points as well as the strong points in the characters of nen.
And in a subtle manner he works with all deceivabl eness of
unri ghteousness to thwart the purposes of God by assailing the weak
points in the character. And when this is done he has the way prepared
to attack and overcone the stronger points of character. He gains
control of the mnd and blinds the understanding. He | eads nen who are



bewi | dered and overcone by his devices to self-confidence and sel f-
sufficiency at the very tinme when they are the weakest in noral power.
They becone sel f-deceived, and think they are in good spiritua
condition. p. 4, Para. 2, [250r1].

The enemy will seize everything possible to use in his favor and to
destroy souls. Testinobnies have been borne in favor of individuals
occupying inportant positions. They commenced well to lift the burdens
and act their part in connection with the work of God. But Satan was
pursuing themwith his tenptations, and they were finally overconme. p
5, Para. 1, [250T].

As others | ook upon their course of wong, Satan suggests to their

m nds that there nust be a mstake in the testinonies given for these
persons, else these nmen would not have proved thenmsel ves unworthy to
bear a part in the work of God. This is just as Satan designed it
shoul d be. He would throw doubt in regard to the Iight God had given.
These nen m ght have withstood the tenptations of Satan had they been
wat chful and guarded, feeling their own insufficiency, and trusting in
the nane and strength of Jesus to stand faithful to duty. But it should
be borne in mnd that conditions have ever been connected with the
encour agenment given these nen, that if they would maintain an unselfish
spirit and feel their weakness, and rely upon God, trusting not in
their own wi sdom and judgnent, but nmaking himtheir strength, they
could be a great blessing in his cause and work. p. 5, Para. 2,

[ 250T].

But Satan has come in with his tenptations, and has triunphed, al npst
wi t hout an exception. He has so arranged circunstances as to assail the
weak points in the characters of these nen, and they have been
overcome. How shanefully they have injured the cause of God! How fully
they have separated thenselves fromhimby follow ng their own corrupt
hearts, their own souls may answer! But the day of God will reveal the
true cause for all our disappointnents in man. God is not at fault.
Upon conditions he gave them encouragi ng proni ses, but they did not
conply with these conditions. They trusted to their own strength, and
fell under tenptations. p. 6, Para. 1, [250T].

That whi ch under certain circunstances could be said of nen, could not
be said of them under other circunstances. Men are weak in noral power,
and so suprenely selfish, so self-sufficient, and easily puffed up with
vai n conceit, that God cannot work in connection with them and they
are left to nmove like blind nen, and reveal so great weakness, and
their folly is so nanifest that many are astoni shed that such
i ndi vi dual s shoul d ever have been accepted, and acknow edged as worthy
of having any connection with God's work. p. 7, Para. 1, [250T].

This is just what Satan designed. This was his object fromthe tine he
first especially tenpted these men to reproach the cause of God, and to
cast reflections upon the testinonies. Had they renmai ned where their
i nfluence woul d not have especially been felt upon the cause of Cod.
Satan woul d not have beset them so fiercely, for he could not
acconplish his purpose by using themas his instruments to do a specia
work. p. 7, Para. 2, [250T].

In the advancenent of the work of God, that which nay be said in truth
of individuals at one tinme may not correctly be said of them at another



time. The reason of this is that one nmonth they may have stood in
i nnocency, living up to the best |ight they had, while the nonth
foll owi ng was none too short for themto be overconme by Satan's
devi ces, and through self-confidence, fall into grievous sins, and
become unfitted for the work of God. p. 7, Para. 3, [250T].

M nds are so subject to change through the subtle tenptations of Satan
that it is not the best policy for ny husband or nyself to take the
responsi bility of even stating our opinions or judgnent of the
qualifications of persons to fill different positions, because we are
made responsi ble for the course such individuals pursue.
Notwi t hst andi ng they may have been the very persons for the place, if
they had maintained the hunmility and firmtrust in God which they had
when recomended to take responsibilities. These persons change, yet
are not sensible of the change in thenselves. They fall under
tenptation, are led away fromtheir steadfastness, and separate their
connection from God. They then are controlled by the eneny, and do and
say things which dishonor God and reproach his cause. Then Satan exults
to see our brethren and sisters |ooking upon us with doubt, because we
have given them encouragenent and influence. p. 8, Para. 1, [250T].

State of the World. p. 9, Para. 1, [250T1].

The state of the world was shown ne as fast filling up the cup of
iniquity. Violence and crinme of every description are filling our
worl d; and Satan is using every neans to make crinme and debasing vice
popular. p. 9, Para. 2, [250T].

The youth who wal k the streets are surrounded with handbills and
notices of crime and sin, presented in sonme novel, or to be acted at a
theater. Their mnds are educated into famliarity with sin. The course
pursued by the base and vile is kept before themin the periodicals of
the day. Everything which can excite curiosity and arouse the aninal
passi ons is brought before the young in thrilling and exciting stories.
p. 9, Para. 3, [250T].

The literature that proceeds fromcorrupted intellect poisons the

m nds of thousands in our world. Sin does not appear exceedingly
sinful. They hear and read so nuch of debasing crinme and vil eness that
the once tender m nd, which would have recoiled with horror, becones
blunted, so that it can dwell upon the |Iow and vile sayings and actions
of men with greedy interest. p. 9, Para. 4, [250T].

"As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the
Son of man." p. 9, Para. 5, [250T].

God will have a peopl e zeal ous of good works, standing firmamd the
pol lutions of this degenerate age. There will be a people who hold so
fast to the divine strength that they will be proof against every

tenptation. Evil comunications, in flam ng handbills, nmay seek to
speak to their senses and corrupt their mnds, yet they are so united
to God and angels that they are as those who see not, and those who
hear not. They have a work to do which no one can do for them which is
to fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal |ife. They
will not be self-confident and self-sufficient. They know their
weakness, and unite their ignorance to Christ's wi sdom-their weakness
to his strength. p. 9, Para. 6, [250r].



Youth may have firmprinciples that the nost powerful tenptations of

Satan will not draw them away fromtheir allegiance. Sanmuel was a child
surrounded with the nost corrupting influences. He saw and heard things
that grieved his soul. The sons of Eli, who mnistered in holy office,

were controlled by Satan. These nen polluted the whol e at nbsphere which
surrounded them Men and wonen were daily fascinated with sin and
wrong; yet Sanmuel wal ked untainted. Hi s robes of character were
spotless. He did not fellowship or have the | east delight in the sins
which filled all Israel with fearful reports. Sanuel |ove God, and kept
his soul in such close connection with Heaven that an angel was sent to
talk with himin reference to the sins of Eli's sons, which were
corrupting Israel. p. 10, Para. 1, [250r1].

Appetite and passion are overconing thousands of Christ's professed
foll owers. The senses beconme so blunted on account of famliarity with
sin that they do not abhor it, but view sin as attractive. The end of
all things is at hand. Not much longer will God bear with the crines
and debasing iniquity of the children of nen. Their crimes have indeed
reached unto the heavens, and will soon be answered by the fearfu
pl agues of God upon the earth. They will drink the cup of God's wath,
unm xed with nmercy. p. 11, Para. 1, [250T].

I have seen the danger of even the professed children of God being
corrupted. Licentiousness is binding men and wonen as captives. They
seemto be infatuated, powerless to resist and overcome upon the point
of appetite and passion. In God there is power; in himthere is
strength. If they will take hold upon it, Jesus will stinulate every
one who has nanmed the nanme of Christ with his |ife-giving power.
Dangers and peril surround us. And we are only safe when we feel our
weakness and cling with the grasp of faith to our mghty Deliverer. It
is a fearful tinme in which we live. W cannot cease watchful ness and
prayer for a nonent. OQur hel pl ess souls nust rely on Jesus our
conpassi onat e Redeener. p. 11, Para. 2, [250T1].

I was shown the greatness and inportance of the work before us. But
few feel and sense the true state of things. Al will be overcome who
are asl eep, and who cannot realize any necessity for vigilance and
alarm Young nmen are arising to engage in the work of God, some of whom
have scarcely any sense of the sacredness and the responsibility of the
wor k. They have but little experience in exercising faith, and in
earnest soul -hunger for the Spirit of God, which ever brings returns.

Some nen of good capabilities who might fill inportant positions do not
know what spirit they are of. They can run in a jovial npod as
naturally as the water flows down hill. They will talk nonsense and

sport with young girls while alnpst daily listening to the nost sol emn,
soul -stirring truths. These nmen have a head religion, but their hearts
are not sanctified by the truths they hear. Such can never |ead others
to the fountain of living waters until they have drank of the stream

t hemsel ves. p. 12, Para. 1, [250r1].

It is no time now for lightness, for vanity, or trifling. The scenes
of this earth's history are soon to close. Mnds that have been left to
| oose thought need change. Says the apostle Peter, "Grd up the |oins
of your mnd, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revel ation of Jesus Christ; as obedient
chil dren, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in



your ignorance; but as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy
in all manner of conversation; because it is witten, Be ye holy; for I
am holy." p. 12, Para. 2, [250T].

These | oose thoughts nust be gathered up and centered on God. The very
t houghts shoul d be in obedience to the will of God. Praise should not
be given or expected, for this will have a tendency to foster self-
confidence rather than to increase humlity, to corrupt rather than
purify. Men who are really qualified, and feel that they have a part to
act in connection with the work of God will feel pressed beneath the
sense of the sacredness of the work as a cart beneath sheaves. Now is
the tine for the nost earnest efforts to overcone the natural feeling
of the carnal heart. p. 13, Para. 1, [250T].

Ref ormati on Needed. p. 13, Para. 2, [250T].

There is great necessity for a reformation anong the people of Cod.
The present state of the church leads to the inquiry, Is this the
correct representation of H mwho gave his |life for us? Are these the
foll owers of Christ, and thus brethren of those who counted not their
lives dear unto thenmsel ves? The Bi bl e standard and the Bible
description of Christ's followers will be found rare indeed. Having
forsaken God, the fountain of living waters, they have hewn t hem out
cisterns, "broken cisterns that can hold no water." Said the angel
"Lack of love and faith are the great sins of which God's people are
now guilty." Lack of faith | eads to carel essness, and to |ove of self
and the world. Those who separate thenselves from God and fall under
tenptation indulge in gross vices, and the carnal heart |eads to great
wi ckedness. And this state of things is found among nany of God's
prof essed people. They are professedly serving God while they are to
all intents and purposes corrupting their ways before him Appetite and
passion will be indulged by many notw t hstanding the clear |ight of
truth points out the danger, and |lifts its warning voice, Beware,
restrain, deny. The wages of sin is death. Notwi thstanding there are
those who have nmade shipweck of faith, and their exanple stands as a
beacon to warn others from pursuing the sane course, yet many will rush
madly on. Satan has control of their mnds and seens to have power over
their bodies. p. 13, Para. 3, [250T].

Ch! how many flatter thenselves that they have goodness and

ri ght eousness when the true light of God reveals that all their lives
they have lived to please thenselves. Their whol e conduct is abhorred
of God. And how many are alive without the law. In their gross darkness
they view thensel ves with conpl acency, but let the |aw of God be
reveal ed to their consciences, as it was to Paul, and they would see
that they were sold under sin, and nust die to the carnal mnd. Self
nmust be slain. p. 15, Para. 1, [250T1].

How sad and fearful the nistakes many are meking. They are buil ding on
the sand, and flatter thenmselves that they are riveted to the eterna
Rock. Many who profess godliness are rushing on recklessly and are
i nsensi bl e of their danger, as though there was no future Judgnent. A
fearful retribution awaits them and yet they are controlled by inpul se
and gross passion, and are filling out the dark life record for the
Judgnent. | |lift my voice of warning to all who nane the name of Chri st
to depart fromall iniquity. Purify your souls by obeying the truth.

Cl eanse yourselves fromall filthiness of the flesh and spirit,



perfecting holiness in the fear of God. You to whomthis applies know
what | mean. Even you who have corrupted your ways before the Lord,
partaken of the iniquity that abounds, and bl ackened your souls with

sin, Jesus still invites you to turn fromyour course of sin, and take
hold of his strength, and find in himthat peace, power, and grace,
that will nmake you nore than conquerors in his name. p. 15, Para. 2,

[ 250T].

The corruptions of this degenerate age have stai ned many soul s who
have been professedly serving God. But even now it is not too |late for
wrongs to be righted, and for the blood of a crucified and risen
Saviour to atone in your behalf, if you repent and feel your need of
pardon. p. 16, Para. 1, [250T].

We need now to watch and pray as never before, lest we fall under the
power of tenptation and | eave our exanple as a m serable weck. W nust
not, as a people, becone careless and | ook upon sin indifferently. The
canp needs purging. Al who nane the nane of Christ need to watch and
pray, and guard the avenues of the soul; for Satan is at work to
corrupt and destroy if he has the |east advantage given him p. 16,
Para. 2, [250r1].

My brethren, God calls upon you as his followers to walk in the light.
You need to be alarnmed. Sin is anong us, and it is not seen to be
exceedingly sinful. The senses of many are benunbed by the indul gence
of appetite and the famliarity with sin. W need to advance nearer
Heaven. We may grow in grace and in the know edge of the truth. WAl king
in the light, and running in the way of God's commandments, do not give
us the idea that we can stand still and do nothing. We nust be
advancing. p. 16, Para. 3, [250TI].

In self-love and self-exaltation and pride, there is great weakness,
while in humlity there is great strength. Qur true dignity is not
mai nt ai ned when we think nost of ourselves, but when God is in all our
t houghts, and our hearts are all aglow with love to our Redeener and
love to our fellownen. Sinplicity of character and | owiness of heart

wi Il give happiness, while self-conceit will bring discontent,
repi ni ng, and continual disappointnent. It is learning to thing |ess of
oursel ves and nore of making others happy that will bring to us divine

strength. p. 17, Para. 1, [250T].

In our separation from God, in our pride and darkness, we are
constantly seeking to elevate ourselves, and we forget that | owiness
of mind is power. Qur Saviour's power was not in strong array of sharp
words that would pierce the very soul through, but it was his
gentl eness and pl ain, unassum ng manners that nade him a conqueror of
hearts. Pride and self-inportance, when conpared with | owiness and
hunbl eness of mind, are indeed weakness. W are invited to learn of H m
who was nmeek and lowy of heart; then we shall experience that rest and
peace so nmuch to be desired. p. 17, Para. 2, [250T].

Love of the World. p. 18, Para. 1, [250T1].

The tenptation presented by Satan to our Saviour upon the exceeding
hi gh nmountain is one of the | eading tenptations which humanity nust
nmeet. The ki ngdons of the world in their glory were presented to Chri st
by Satan as a gift upon condition that he would yield to hi mhonor as



to a superior. Qur Saviour felt the strength of this tenptation. He net
it in our behalf, and conquered. He would not have been tested on this
point if man were not to be tried with the same tenptation. In his
exanpl e of resistance, he gave us a copy of the course we should pursue
when Satan should conme to us individually, to | ead us from our
integrity. p. 18, Para. 2, [250T].

No man can be a follower of Christ and yet place his affections upon
the things of the world. John in his epistle wites, "Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man | ove the
world, the Iove of the Father is not in him" Qur Redeener, who net
this temptation of Satan in its fullest power, is acquainted with man's
danger of yielding to tenptation to |love the world. p. 18, Para. 3,

[ 250T] .

Christ identifies hinself with humanity by bearing the test upon this
poi nt and overcoming in man's behal f. He has guarded wi th warnings
those very points where Satan woul d best succeed in his tenptations to
man. He knew that Satan would gain the victory over man unl ess he was
especi al |y guarded upon the points of appetite and the |ove of worldly
riches and worldly honor. He says:-- p. 19, Para. 1, [250T].

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where noth and rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal; but lay up for
yoursel ves treasures in Heaven, where neither noth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal. For where

your treasure is, there will your heart be also. No nan can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one, and | ove the other; or else
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and

manmon. " p. 19, Para. 2, [250T].

Here Christ has brought before us two masters, God and the world, and
has plainly presented the fact that it was sinply inpossible for us to
serve both. If our interest in, and love for, this world predoni nate,
we shall not appreciate the things above all others worthy of our
attention. The love of the world excludes the |ove of God, and makes
our hi ghest considerations subordinate to our worldly interests. Thus
God does not hold so exalted a place in our affections and devotions as
do the things of the world. ©p. 19, Para. 3, [250T].

Earthly treasures have our suprene affections, exactly as our works
show. The greatest care, anxiety, and |labor, are devoted to worldly
interests, while eternal considerations are made secondary. Here Satan
recei ves the honage of man, which he clainmed of Christ, and failed to
obtain. It is the selfish |ove of the world which corrupts the faith of
the professed followers of Christ, and nmakes them weak in noral power.
The nore they love their earthly riches the farther they depart from
God, and the less do they partake of his divine nature that would give
them a sense of the corrupting influences in the world, and the dangers
to which they are exposed. p. 20, Para. 1, [250T].

In Satan's tenptations, it is his purpose to make the world very
attractive. He has a bewitching power to gain the affections of even
the professed Christian world through love of riches and worldly honor
Any sacrifice is made by a large class of professedly Christian nmen to
gain riches, and the better they succeed in their object, the less |ove
they have for precious truth and the less interest for its advancenent.



They |l ose their love for God, and act |ike insane nen. The nore they
are prospered in securing riches, the poorer they feel because they
have not nore, and the less they will invest in the cause of God. p.
20, Para. 2, [250r1].

The works of these nen who have an insane |ove for riches, show that
it is not possible for themto serve two nmasters, God and manmon. Money
is their God. They yield homage to its power. They serve the world to
all intents and purposes. Their honor, which is their birthright, is
sacrificed for worldly gain. This ruling power controls their nnds,
and they will violate the |aw of God to serve personal interests, that
their earthly treasure may increase. p. 21, Para. 1, [250T].

Many may profess the religion of Christ who | ove not and heed not the
letter or principles of Christ's teachings. They give the best of their
strength to worldly pursuits, and bow down to mammon. It is alarning
that so many are deceived by Satan, and their inmaginations excited by
their brilliant prospects of worldly gain. They becone infatuated with
the prospect of perfect happiness if they can gain their object in
acquiring honor and wealth in the world. Satan tenpts themwith the
alluring bribe, "AIl this will | give thee,” all this power, all this
weal th, with which you may do a great anount of good. But when the
obj ect for which they have | abored is gained they have not a connection
with the sel f-denyi ng Redeener, which would nake them partakers of the
di vine nature. They hold to their earthly treasures, and despise the
requi renents of self-denial and self-sacrifice for Christ. They have no
desire to part with the dear earthly treasures upon which their hearts
are set. They have exchanged masters, and accepted manmon in the place
of Christ. Mammon is their god, and manmon they serve. p. 21, Para. 2,
[ 250rT] .

Satan has secured to hinself the worship of these deceived souls
through their love of worldly riches. The change has been so

i mperceptibly made, and the deceptive power of Satan is so wily, that
they are confornmed to the | ove of the world, and perceive not that they
have parted with Christ, and are no |onger his servants, except in
name. p. 22, Para. 1, [250T].

Satan deals with nen nore guardedly than he dealt with Christ in the
wi | derness of tenptation, for he is adnoni shed that there he lost his
case. He was a conquered foe. he does not conme to nman directly and
demand honage by outward worship. He sinply asks nen to place their
af fections upon the good things of this world. If he succeeds in
engagi ng the mnd and affections, the heavenly attractions are
eclipsed. p. 22, Para. 2, [250T].

All he wants of man is for himto fall under the deceitful power of
his tenptations, to love the world, to |ove rank and position, to |ove
money, and to place his affections upon earthly treasures. If he
secures this, he gains all he asked of Christ. p. 22, Para. 3, [250T].

The exanpl e of Christ shows us that our only hope of victory is in
continual resistance of Satan's attacks. He who triunphed over the
adversary of souls in the conflict of tenptati on understands Satan's
power over the race, and has conquered himin our behalf. As an
overconer, he has given us the advantage of his victory, that in our
efforts to resist the tenptations of Satan we may unite our weakness to



his strength, our worthlessness to his nerits. And sustained by his
enduring mght under the strength of tenptation, we may resist in his
al | -powerful nane, and overcone as he overcame. p. 23, Para. 1
[250T].

It was through inexpressible suffering that our Redeener pl aced
redenption within our reach. He was in this world unhonored and
unknown, that through his wonderful condescension and hunmiliation he
m ght exalt man to receive heavenly honors and inmmortal joys in his
kingly courts. WIIl fallen man nurnur because Heaven can be obtai ned
only by conflict, self-abasenent, and toil? p. 23, Para. 2, [250T].

The inquiry of many proud hearts is, Whay need | go in humliation and
penitence before | can have the assurance of nmy acceptance with CGod,
and attain the immortal reward? Why is not the path to Heaven |ess
difficult, and nore pleasant and attractive? W refer all these
doubting, murmuring ones to the great Exanple, while suffering under
the load of man's guilt, and enduring the keenest pangs of hunger. He
was sinless, and, nore than this, he was the Prince of Heaven; but, on
man's behal f, he becane sin for the race. "He was wounded for our
transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities. The chastisenment of
our peace was upon him and with his stripes we are healed.” p. 23,
Para. 3, [250r1].

Christ sacrificed everything for man, in order to nmake it possible for
himto gain Heaven. Now it is for fallen man to show what he will
sacrifice on his own account, for Christ's sake, that he may win
imortal glory. Those who have any just sense of the magnitude of
sal vation, and of its cost, will never nurnmur that their sow ng nust be
in tears, and that conflict and self-denial are the Christian's portion
inthis life. p. 24, Para. 1, [250T].

The conditions of salvation for man are ordai ned of God. Self-
abasenent and cross-bearing are the provisions nade for the repenting
sinner to find confort and peace. The thought that Jesus submtted to
hum |'iation and sacrifice, that man will never be called to endure,
shoul d hush every nurmuring voice. The sweetest joy cones to man
through his sincere repentance toward God because of the transgression
of his law, and faith in Jesus Christ as the sinner's redeener and
advocate. p. 24, Para. 2, [250r1].

Men | abor at great cost for the treasures of this life. They suffer
toil and endure hardships and privations to gain some worldly
advant age. Why should the sinner be less willing to endure, and suffer,
and sacrifice, for an inperishable treasure, a life that runs paralle
with the life of God, a crown of immortal glory that fadeth not away?
The infinite treasures of Heaven, the inheritance which passeth al
estimate in value, which is an eternal weight of glory, nust be

obtai ned by us at any cost. W should not murmnmur at self-denial; for
the Lord of |ife and glory endured it before us. p. 25, Para. 1,

[ 250T].

Suffering and deprivation we will not avoid; for the Majesty of Heaven
accepted these in behalf of sinners. Sacrifice of convenience and ease
shoul d not cause one thought of repining, because the world s Redeener
has accepted all these in our behalf. It costs us far less in every
respect, making the |largest estimte of every self-denial, privation



and sacrifice, than it did the Prince of life. Any sacrifice that we
may meke sinks into insignificance in conparison with that which Chri st
made in our behalf. p. 25, Para. 2, [250T].

Presunption. p. 26, Para. 1, [250T1].

There are those who have a reckless spirit which they term courage and
bravery. They needl essly place thenselves in scenes of danger and
peril, which exposes themto tenptations, out of which it would require
a mracle of God to bring them unharnmed and untai nted. Satan's
tenptation to the Saviour of the world to cast himself fromthe
pi nnacl e of the tenple, was firmly nmet and resisted. He quoted a
prom se of God as security, that he mght with safety do this on the
strength of the promise. Christ net this tenptation with scripture: "It
is witten, Thou shalt not tenpt the Lord thy God." The only safe
course for Christians is to repulse the eneny with God's word. Satan
urges nmen into places where God does not require themto go, presenting
scripture to justify his suggestions. p. 26, Para. 2, [250T].

The precious pronises of God are not given to strengthen man in a
presunptuous course, or for himto rely upon when he rushes needl essly
into danger. God requires us to nove with an hunbl e dependence upon his
providence. It is not in man that wal keth to direct his steps. In God
is our prosperity and our life. Nothing can be done prosperously
wi t hout the perm ssion and bl essing of God. He can set his hand to
prosper and bl ess, or he can turn his hand against us. "Commit thy way
unto the Lord; trust also in him and he shall bring it to pass." W
are required, as children of God, to maintain the consistency of our
Christian character. We shoul d exerci se prudence, caution, and
hum lity, and wal k circumspectly toward themthat are wi thout. Yet we
are not in any case to surrender principle. p. 26, Para. 3, [250T1].

Qur only safety is in giving no place to the devil; for his
suggesti ons and purposes are ever to injure us and hinder us from
relying upon God. He transfornms hinself into an angel of purity, that
he may, through his specious tenptations, introduce his devices in such
a manner that we may not discern his wiles. The nore we yield, the nore
powerful will be his deceptions over us. It is unsafe to controvert or
to parley with him For every advantage we give the eneny, he wll
claimnore. Qur only safety is to reject firmy the first insinuation
to presunption. God has given us grace through the nerits of Christ
sufficient to withstand Satan, and be nobre than conquerors. Resistance
is success. "Resist the devil, and he will flee fromyou." Resistance
nmust be firmand steadfast. We |l ose all we gain if we resist today only
to yield tonmorrow. p. 27, Para. 1, [250T].

The sin of this age is disregard of God's express comrands. The power
of influence in a wong direction is very great. Eve had all that her
wants required. There was nothing |acking to nake her happy; but
i ntenperate appetite desired the fruit of the only tree God had
wi t hhel d. She had no need of the fruit of the tree of know edge, but
she permitted her appetite and curiosity to control her reason. She was
perfectly happy in her Eden hone by her husband's side; but, |ike
restl ess nodern Eves, she was flattered that there was a hi gher sphere
t han that which God had assigned her. Eve, in order to clinmb higher
than her original position, fell far belowit. This will npst assuredly
be the result with the Eves of the present generation if they overl ook



a cheerful taking up of their daily life-duties in accordance with
God's plan. p. 28, Para. 1, [250T1].

There is a work for women even nore inportant and el evating than the
duties of the king upon his throne. They may nold the mnds of their
children and shape their characters for usefulness in this world, that
they may becone sons and daughters of God. Their time will be valued as
too inmportant to be passed in the ballroomor in needless |abor. There
i s enough | abor necessary and inportant in this world of need and
suffering without wasting precious nonents for ornamentation or
di spl ay. Daughters of the heavenly King, nmenbers of the royal famly,
will feel a burden of responsibility to attain to a higher life, that
they may be brought into close connection with Heaven, and work in
uni son with the Redeener of the world. Those who are engaged in this
work will not be satisfied with the fashions and follies which absorb
the m nd and affections of wonen in these |last days. If they are indeed
t he daughters of God, they will be partakers of the divine nature
Their souls will be stirred with deepest pity, as was their divine
Redeener's, as they see the corrupting influences in society. They will
be in sympathy with Jesus Christ, to work in their sphere, as they have
ability and opportunity to save perishing souls, as Christ worked in
his exalted sphere for the benefit of man. p. 28, Para. 2, [250TI].

A neglect on the part of wonan to follow God's plan in her creation
by reaching for inportant positions she is not qualified of God to
fill, leaves vacant the position that she could fill to acceptance. In
getting out of her sphere she |oses true womanly dignity and nobility.
When CGod created Eve he designed that she shoul d possess neither
inferiority nor superiority to the man, but in all things should be his
equal . The holy pair were to have no interest independent of each
ot her; and yet each had an individuality in thinking and acting for
thensel ves. But after Eve's sin, as she was first in the transgression
the Lord told her that Adam should rule over her. She was to be in
subj ection to her husband, which was a part of the curse. The curse in
many cases has nade the | ot of woman very grievous, and life a burden
God has given superiority to man which he has in nany respects abused
in exercising his arbitrary power. Infinite wi sdom devised the plan of
redenpti on, which place the race on a second probation by giving him
anot her trial. p. 29, Para. 1, [250rI].

Satan uses nen as his agents to | ead those who love God to
presunption; especially is this the case with those who are del uded by
spiritualism The spiritualists generally do not accept Christ as the
Son of God, and they | ead many souls to presunptuous sins through their
infidelity. They even claimsuperiority over Christ, as did Satan in
contest with the Prince of Life. Spiritualists whose souls are dyed
with sins of a revolting character, and whose consci ences are seared,
dare to take the nanme of the spotless Son of God in their polluted
l'i ps, and bl asphenmously unite his nost exalted nanme with the vil eness
whi ch nmarks their own polluted natures. p. 30, Para. 1, [250T].

Men who bring in these dammabl e heresies will dare those who teach the
word of God to enter into controversy with them and some who are
teaching the truth have not had the courage to wi thstand the challenge
fromthis class, who are marked characters in the word of God. Some of
our mnisters have not had the noral courage to say to these men, God
has warned us in his word in regard to you. He has given us a faithfu



description of your character and the heresies you hold. Some of our

m nisters, rather than to give this class any occasion to triunph, or
charge themwi th cowardi ce, have net themin open discussion. But in

di scussing with spiritualists they do not neet nerely the man, but
Satan and his angels. They place thensel ves in conmunication with the
powers of darkness, and encourage evil angels about them p. 31, Para.
1, [250r"1].

Spiritualists desire to give publicity to their heresies. And

m ni sters who advocate Bible truth are helping themto do this when
they consent to engage in discussion with them They inprove
opportunities to get their heresies before the people, and in every
di scussion with spiritualists sonme will be deceived by them The very
best course for us to pursue is to let themalone. p. 31, Para. 2,

[ 250T].

Power of Appetite. p. 32, Para. 1, [250T].

One of the strongest tenptations to man is upon the point of appetite.
Bet ween the mind and the body there is a nysterious and wonderfu
relation. They react upon each other. To keep the body in a healthy
condition to develop its strength, that every part of the living
machi nery may act harnoni ously, should be the first study of our life.
To neglect the body is to neglect the mind. God cannot be glorified by
his children's having sickly bodies, or dwarfed mnds. To indul ge the
taste at the expense of health is a wi cked abuse of the senses. Those
who engage in any species of intenperance, in eating or drinking, waste
t he physical energies and weaken noral power. They will feel the
retribution which follows the transgression of physical law. p. 32,
Para. 2, [250r1].

The Redeener of the world knew that the indul gence of appetite would
bring physical debility and deaden the perceptive organs, so that
sacred and eternal things would not be discerned. Christ knew that the
world was given up to gluttony, and that this indul gence woul d pervert
the noral powers. If the indul gence of appetite was so strong upon the
race as to require a fast of nearly six weeks by the divine Son of God,
in behalf of man, to break its power, what a work is before the
Christian in order that he may overcone, even as Christ overcane. The
strength of the tenptation to indul ge perverted appetite can be
measured only by the inexpressible anguish of Christ in that |ong fast
in the wilderness. p. 32, Para. 3, [250r1].

Christ knew that in order to successfully carry forward the plan of
sal vati on he nmust conmence the work of redeem ng man just where the
ruin began. Adam fell upon the point of appetite. In order to inpress
upon man his obligations to obey the |law of God, Christ began his work
of redenption by reform ng the physical habits of man. The decl ensi on
in virtue and the degeneracy of the race were chiefly attributable to
the indul gence of perverted appetite. p. 33, Para. 1, [250T].

There is a solem responsibility upon all, especially upon ministers
who teach the truth, to overcone upon the point of appetite. The
useful ness of mnisters of Christ would be nmuch greater if they had
control of their appetites and passions; and their nental and nora
powers woul d be stronger if they should conbine physical |abor with
mental exertion. They could, with strictly tenperate habits, with



ment al and physical |abor conbined, acconplish a far greater anmount of

| abor and preserve clearness of mnd. If they would pursue such a
course their thoughts and words would flow nore freely, their religious
exerci ses woul d be nore energi zed, and the inpressions nade upon their
hearers would be nore marked. p. 33, Para. 2, [250T].

I ntenperance in eating, even of food of the right quality, will have a
prostrating i nfluence upon the system and will blunt the keener and
holier emptions. Strict tenperance in eating and drinking is highly
essential for the healthy preservation and vigorous exercise of all the
functions of the body. Strictly tenmperate habits, conbined with the
exertion of the nuscles as well as the exercise of the mind, wll
preserve both nmental and physical vigor, and give power of endurance to
those engaged in the mnistry, to editors, and to all others whose
habits are sedentary. p. 34, Para. 1, [250T].

As a people, with all our profession of health reform we eat too
much. 1 ndul gence of appetite is the greatest cause of physical and
mental debility, and lies at the foundation of feebleness which is
apparent everywhere. p. 34, Para. 2, [250T].

| nt enperance conmences at our tables, in the use of unhealthful food.
After a tinme, through continual indulgence, the digestive organs becone
weakened, and the food taken does not satisfy the appetite. Unhealthy
conditions are established, and there is a craving for nore stimnulating
food. Tea, coffee, and flesh-neats, produce an i medi ate effect. Under
the influence of these poisons the nervous systemis excited. In sone
cases, for the tine being, the intellect seenms to be invigorated and
the inmagination is nore vivid. Because this is the result of these
stimul ants many concl ude the use of those things which produce for the
ti me being such agreeable results. But there is always an after result.
There is reaction. The nervous system has been unduly excited to borrow
power fromthe future resources of strength for present use. p. 34,
Para. 3, [250T1].

Al this tenporary invigoration of the systemis followed by
depression. |In proportion as these stinmulants tenporarily invigorate
the system will there be a letting dowm of the power of the of the
organs that have been thus excited after the stimulus has lost its
force. The appetite is educated to crave sonething stronger, which wll
have a tendency to keep up and i ncrease the agreeable excitenent, unti
i ndul gence becones habit, and there is a continual craving for stronger
stimulus, as tobacco, wines, and |iquors. As the appetite is indul ged
the demand will be nore frequent and the power of control nore
difficult. The nore the appetite is indulged the nore the system
beconmes debilitated and unable to do without this unnatural stinulus,
and the passion for these things increases until the will is overborne,
and there seenms to be no power to deny the unnatural craving for these
i ndul gences. p. 35, Para. 1, [250T1].

The only safe course is to touch not, taste not, and handle not, tea,
cof fee, wines, tobacco, opium and al coholic drinks. There is double
necessity for the men of this generation to call to their aid the power
of the will, strengthened by the grace of God, in order to withstand
the tenptati ons of Satan, and resist the |east indul gence of perverted
appetite. The present generation have | ess power of self-control than
t hose who have |ived several generations back. Those who have indul ged



the appetite for these stinmulants have transmitted their depraved
appetites and passions to their children, and greater noral power is
required to resist the indul gence of intenperance in all its forms. The
only perfectly safe course to pursue is to stand firmy on the side of
tenperance and not venture in the path of danger. p. 36, Para. 1,

[ 250T] .

The great end for which Christ endured that long fast in the
wi | derness was to teach us the necessity of self-denial and tenperance.
This work should comence at our tables, and should be strictly carried
out in all the concerns of life. The Redeemer of the world came from
Heaven to help man in his weakness, that he m ght become strong in the
power which he canme to bring him to overcone appetite and passion, and
m ght be victor on every point. p. 36, Para. 2, [250T].

Many parents educate the tastes of their children, and formtheir
appetites. They indulge themin eating flesh-neats, and in drinking tea
and coffee. The highly seasoned flesh-neats, and tea and coffee, which
some nothers encourage their children to use, are preparing the way for
themto crave stronger stimulants, as tobacco, and the use of tobacco
encour ages the appetite for liquor. The use of tobacco and |iquor
i nvari ably | essens nerve power. p. 37, Para. 1, [250T].

If Christians would have their noral sensibilities aroused upon the
subj ect of tenperance in all things, they could, by their exanple,
commencing at their tables, help those who are weak in self-control
and al nost powerless to resist the cravings of appetite. If we could
realize that our eternal destiny depends upon strictly tenperate
habits, and that the habits we formin this life will affect our
eternal interests, we should work to the point of strict tenperance in
eating and in drinking. By our exanple and personal effort we nay be
the neans of saving many souls fromthe degradati on of intenperance,
crime, and death. Qur sisters can do nuch in the great work of the
sal vation of others, by spreading their tables with only healthful
nouri shing food. They may enploy their precious time in educating the
tastes and appetites of their children, and in form ng habits of
tenperance in all things, and encouragi ng sel f-denial and benevol ence
for the good of others. p. 37, Para. 2, [250T].

Not wi t hst andi ng t he exanple Christ has given us in the wlderness of
tenptation by denial of appetite and overconming its power, there are
many Christian nothers who are, by their exanple, and in the education
of their children, preparing themto becone gluttons and w ne-bi bbers.
Children are frequently indulged in eating what they choose, and when
they pl ease, without reference to health. There are many chil dren who
are educated gormands from their babyhood. Through indul gence of
appetite they are made dyspeptics at an early age. |ntenperance in
eating, and self-indul gence, grow with their growh, and strengthen
with their strength. Mental and physical vigor are sacrificed through
the indul gence of parents. A habit becones established for certain
articles of food fromwhich they can receive no benefit, but only
injury; and as the systemis taxed, the constitution becones
debilitated. p. 38, Para. 1, [250T1].

M ni sters, teachers, and students, do not becone intelligent as they
should in regard to the necessity of physical exercise in the open air
They negl ect this nost essential duty for the preservation of health.



They closely apply their nminds to books, and eat the allowance of a

| abori ng man. Under such habits sone grow corpul ent, because the system
is clogged; while others become |ean, feeble, and weak, because their
vital powers are exhausted in throwi ng off excess of food; the |iver
becomes burdened and unable to throw off the inpurities in the blood,
and sickness is the result. If physical exercise were conbined with
mental exertion, the blood would be quickened in its circulation, the
action of the heart would be nore perfect, inpure matter would be
thrown off, and new life and vigor woul d be experienced in every part

of the body. p. 39, Para. 1, [250T].

VWhen the minds of mnisters, school teachers, and students, are
continually excited by study, and the body is allowed to be inactive,
the nerves of enmption are taxed, while the nerves of notion are
i nactive. The wear is all upon the nental organs, and they becone
overwor ked and enfeebl ed, the nuscles | ose their vigor for want of
bei ng enpl oyed, and there is not an inclination to exercise the mnuscles
by engagi ng i n physical |abor, because exertion seens to be irksone.

p. 39, Para. 2, [250T].

M ni sters of Christ, professing to be his representatives, should
follow his exanple, and above all others should form habits of the
strictest tenperance. They should keep the |ife and exanple of Christ
before the people by their own |lives of self-denial, self-sacrifice,
and active benevol ence. Christ overcane appetite on man's behal f; and
in his stead they are to set an exanple, worthy of imtation, to
ot hers. Those who do not feel the necessity of engaging in the work of

overcom ng upon the point of appetite, will | ose precious victories
whi ch they might gain, and will becone slaves to appetite and | ust
which are filling the cup of iniquity of those who dwell upon the

earth. p. 40, Para. 1, [250r1].

Men who are engaged in giving the | ast nessage of warning to the
world, which is to decide the destiny of souls, should nmake a practica
application in their own lives of the truths they preach to others.
They shoul d be exanples to the people in their eating, in their
drinking, and in their chaste conversation and deportnent. G uttony,

i ndul gence of the baser passions, and grievous sins, are hid under the
garb of sanctity by many professed representatives of Christ throughout
our world. p. 40, Para. 2, [250r1].

There are nen of excellent natural ability whose | abors are not half
what they might be if they were tenperate in all things. |ndul gence of
appetite and passion beclouds the nind, |essens physical strength, and
weakens noral power. Their thoughts are not clear. Their words are not
in power, vitalized by the Spirit of God to reach the hearts of the
hearers. p. 41, Para. 1, [250Tr].

As our first parents | ost Eden through the indul gence of appetite, our
only hope of regaining Eden is through the firm denial of appetite and
passi on. Abstem ousness in diet, and control of all the passions, wll
preserve the intellect so that men may have nental and noral vigor, to
bring all their propensities under control of the higher power, and to
retain clearness of intellect to discern between right and w ong,
bet ween sacred and conmon things. p. 41, Para. 2, [250T].

All who have a true sense of the sacrifice made by Christ in |eaving



his home in Heaven to conme to this world that he m ght show man by his
own life howto resist tenptation, will cheerfully deny self and choose
to be partakers with Christ of his sufferings. p. 41, Para. 3, [250I].

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom Those who overcone as
Christ overcame will need to constantly guard thensel ves agai nst the
tenptations of Satan. The appetite and passions should be restricted
and under the control of enlightened conscience, that the intellect may
be uni npaired, the perceptive powers clear, so that the workings of
Satan and his snares may not be interpreted to be the providence of
God. Many desire the final reward and victory which are to be given to
overconers, but are not willing to endure the toil, privation, and
denial of self, as did their Redeener. It is only through obedi ence and
continual effort that we shall overconme as Christ overcane. p. 41,
Para. 4, [250T1].

The control ling power of appetite will prove the ruin of thousands,
when, if they had conquered on this point, they would have noral power
to gain victory over every other tenptation of Satan. But slaves to
appetite will fail in perfecting Christian character. The continua
transgressi on of man for six thousand years has brought sickness, pain
and death, as its fruits. And as we near the close of tinme, Satan's
tenptation to indulge appetite will be nore powerful and nore difficult
to overconme. p. 42, Para. 1, [250T].

Leadership. p. 42, Para. 2, [250T].

Bro. ----, your experience in reference to | eadership two years since
was an experience for your own benefit, which was highly essential to
you. You had very marked and decided views in regard to individua
i ndependence and right to private judgnent. These views you carried to
extrenes. You reasoned that you nust have the |ight and evi dence for
yourself in reference to your duty. p. 42, Para. 3, [250T].

| have been shown that no man's judgment should be surrendered to the
judgment of any one man. But when the judgnent of the Genera
Conference, which is the highest authority God has upon the earth, is
exerci sed, private independence and private judgnment nust not be
mai nt ai ned, but be surrendered. Your error was in persistently
mai nt ai ni ng your private judgnment of your duty against the voice of the
hi ghest authority the Lord has upon the earth. After you had taken your
own tinme, and after the work had been nmuch hi ndered by your delay, you
canme to Battle Creek in answer to the repeated and urgent calls of the
General Conference. p. 43, Para. 1, [250T].

You very firmy maintained that you had done right in follow ng your
own convictions of duty. You considered it a virtue in you to
persistently maintain your position of independence. You did not seem
to have a true sense of the power God had given to his church in the
voi ce of the General Conference. You thought that, in responding to the
call nmade to you by the General Conference, you were submitting to the
judgment and mi nd of one man. You accordingly nani fested an
i ndependence, and a set, willful spirit, which was all wong. p. 43,
Para. 2, [250T1].

God gave you a precious experience at that tinme, which was of value to
you, and which has greatly increased your success as a mnister of



Christ. Your proud, unyielding will was subdued. You had a genui ne
conversion. This led to reflection, and to your position upon
Leadershi p. Your principles in regard to Leadership are right, but you
do not nmeke the right application of them If you should Iet the power
in the church, the voice and judgnent of the General Conference, stand
in the place you have given ny husband, then there would be no fault
found with your position. But you greatly err in giving to one nman's
m nd and judgnent that authority and influence which God has invested
in his church in the judgnment and voice of the CGeneral Conference. p.
44, Para. 1, [250T].

VWen this power which God has placed in the church is accredited to
one man, and he is invested with the authority to be judgnment for other
m nds, then the true Bible order is changed. Satan's efforts upon such
a man's mind will be the npbst subtle and sonetines overpoweri ng,
because through this nind he thinks he can affect many others. Your
position on Leadership is correct if you give to the highest organi zed
authority in the church what you have given to one nan. God never
designed that his work should bear the stanmp of one man's mnd and one
man's judgment. p. 44, Para. 2, [250T].

The great reason why Brn. ---- and experience they should now have is
because they have not been self-reliant. They have shunned

responsi bilities, because in assumng themtheir deficiencies would be
brought to the light. They have been too willing to have ny husband

| ead out and bear responsibilities, and have allowed himto be nm nd and
judgment for them These brethren are weak where they should be strong.
They have not dared to follow their own independent judgnent, |est they
shoul d make m stakes and be blaned for it; while they have stood ready
to be tenpted, and to make ny husband responsible if they thought they
could see nistakes in his course. They have not lifted the burdens with
him They have referred continually to nmy husband, making hi m bear the
responsi bilities they should have shared with him until these brethren
are weak in those qualifications where they should be strong. They are
weak in noral power when they m ght be giants, qualified to stand as
pillars in the cause of God. p. 45, Para. 1, [250T].

These brethren have not that self-reliance or confidence that God will
indeed lead them if they follow the Iight he has given them GCod never
i ntended that strong, independent nen, of superior intellect, should
live clinging to others, like the ivy to the oak, for support. Al the
difficulties, the backsets, the hardships, and di sappoi ntnents, God's
servants shall neet with in active labor, will only strengthen themin
the formation of a correct character. In putting their own energies of
mnd to use, the obstacles they will neet will prove to them positive
bl essings. They are gaining nental and spiritual nuscle to be used upon
i portant occasions with the very best results. They learn self-
reliance, and gain confidence in their own experience that Cod is
really | eading and guiding them And as they neet peril, and are
obliged to neditate as they have real anguish of spirit, and feel the
necessity of prayer in their effort to nove understandingly and work to
advantage in the cause of God, they find that conflict and perplexity
call for the exercise of faith and trust in God, and firmmess which
devel ops power. Necessities are constantly arising for new ways and
nmeans to neet energencies. Faculties are called into use that would lie
dormant were it not for these pressing necessities in the work of God.
This gives a varied experience, so that there will be no use for nmen of



one idea, and those who are only half devel oped. p. 46, Para. 1
[ 250T].

Men of m ght and power in this cause, whom God will use to his glory,
are nmen who have been baffled and opposed, and thwarted in their plans.
These nmen m ght have turned their own failures to inmportant victories;
but instead of this, they have shunned the responsibilities which would
make liability to m stakes possible. These precious brethren have
failed to gain that education which is strengthened by experience,
whi ch readi ng and study, and all the advantages otherw se gai ned, wll
never give them p. 47, Para. 1, [250Tr].

You have had strength to bear sone responsibilities. God has accepted
your energetic |abors, and blessed your efforts. You have nade sone

m st akes, but because of some failures you should in nowi se m sjudge
your capabilities, nor distrust the strength that you may find in God.
You have not been a man willing and ready to assunme responsibilities.
You woul d naturally be inclined to shun them and to choose an easier
position, to wite and exercise the m nd where no special, vita
interests are involved. You are making a mstake in relying upon ny
husband to tell you what to do. This is not the work God has given ny
husband. You shoul d search out what is to be done, and lift the

di sagreeabl e burdens yourself. God will bless you in so doing. You nust
bear your burdens in connection with the work of God according to your
best judgnent. You nust be guarded, |est your judgnent shall be

i nfluenced by the opinions of others. If it is apparent that you have
made m stakes, it is your privilege to turn these failures into
victories by avoiding the same in the future. You will never gain the
experience necessary for any inportant position in being told what to
do. p. 47, Para. 2, [250T].

The sane is applicable to all who are standing in the different
positions of trust in the various offices in Battle Creek. They are not
to be coaxed and petted, and hel ped at every turn; for this will not
make nmen conpetent for inportant positions. It is obstacles that nake
men strong. It is not helps, but difficulties, conflicts, rebuffs, that
make nen of noral sinew. Too nuch ease and avoi ding responsibility have
made weakl i ngs and dwarfs of those who ought to be responsible nen of
noral power and strong spiritual muscle. p. 48, Para. 1, [250T].

Men who ought to be as true in every energency as the needle to the
pol e have becone inefficient by their efforts to shield thenselves from
censure and by evading responsibilities for fear of failure. Men of
giant intellect are babes in discipline, because they are cowardly in
regard to taking and bearing the burdens they should. They are
negl ecting to becone efficient. They have too long trusted one man to
plan for them and to do the thinking they are highly capable of doing
themsel ves in the interest of the cause of God. Mental deficiencies
nmeets us at every point. Men who are content to |l et others plan and do
their thinking for themare not fully developed. If they were left to
pl an for thensel ves they would be found judicious, close-calculating
men. But when brought into connection with God's cause, it is to them
entirely another thing; they lose this faculty al nost altogether. They
are content to remain as inconpetent and inefficient as though others
nmust do the planning and much of the thinking for them Some nen appear
to be utterly unable to hew out a path for thenselves. Mist they ever
rely upon others to do their planning and their studying, and to be



m nd and judgnent for then? God is ashamed of such soldiers. He is not
honored by their having any part to act in his work while they are nere
machi nes. p. 49, Para. 1, [250T1].

| ndependent nmen of earnest endeavor are needed, not nen as inpressible
as putty. Those who want a work all nade ready to their hand, where
they have a fixed ambunt to do and a fixed salary, and where they wll
prove an exact fit without trouble of adaptation or training, are not
the men God calls to do a work in his cause. A man who cannot adapt his
abilities, to fill alnost any place if necessity requires, is not the
man for this tinme. Men whom God will connect with his work are not to
be fiberless and linp, w thout nuscle or noral force of character. p.
50, Para. 1, [250T1].

It is only by continued and persevering |abor that nmen can be
di sciplined to bear a part in the work of God. These nen shoul d not
become di scouraged if circunstances and surroundi ngs are the npbst
unfavorabl e. They should not give up their purpose as conplete failure
until they are convinced beyond a doubt that they cannot do rmuch for
t he honor of God and the good of souls. p. 50, Para. 2, [250T].

There are men who flatter thenselves that they m ght do sonething
great and good if they were only circunstanced differently, while they
are nmeking no use of the faculties they already have in working in the
positi ons where providence has placed them Man can nmake his
ci rcunst ances, but circunstances should never nmake the nan. Man shoul d
sei ze circunstances as his instrunents with which to work. He shoul d
mast er circunstances, but should never allow circunstances to naster
hi m 1 ndividual independence and individual power is what is now
needed. |ndividual character need not be sacrificed, but nodul ated,
refined, elevated. p. 50, Para. 3, [250T].

I was shown that it was ny husband's duty to lay off the
responsi bilities others would be glad to have hi m bear because it
excuses them frommany difficulties. My husband's ready judgment and
cl ear discernnment, which have had to becone so through training and
exercise, have led himto take on many burdens which others should have
borne. p. 51, Para. 1, [250Tr].

You are too slow. You should cultivate opposite qualities. The cause
of God demands men who can see quickly and act instantaneously at the
right time and with power. If you wait to neasure every difficulty and

bal ance every perplexity you nmeet, you will do but little. You will
have obstacles and difficulties to encounter at every turn, and you
must with firm purpose decide to conquer themor they will conquer you.

p. 51, Para. 2, [250T].

Someti mes various ways and purposes, different nodes of operation in
connection with the work of God, are about evenly bal anced in the m nd;
but it is at this very point that the nicest discrimnation is
necessary. And if anything is acconplished to the purpose, it nust be
done at the golden nonment. The slightest inclination of the weight in
t he bal ance shoul d be seen and should deternm ne the matter at once.
Long delays tire the angels. It is even nore excusable to make a wong
deci si on sonetines than to be in a universal waving position
hesitating, sometinmes inclined in one direction, then in the other
More perplexity and wetched results attend this hesitating and



doubting than to someti mes nove too hastily. p. 51, Para. 3, [250T].

I have been shown that the nost signal victories, or the nost fearfu
def eats, have been on the turns of mnutes. God requires pronptness of
action. Delays, doubtings, hesitation, and indecision, frequently give
the enenmy every advantage. p. 52, Para. 1, [250T].

My brother, you need to reform The timng of things may tell nuch in
favor of truth. Victories are frequently |ost through del ays. There
will be crises in this cause. Pronpt and decisive action at the right
time will gain a glorious triunph, while delay and neglect will prove a
great failure and positive dishonor to God. Rapid novenents at the
critical nmonment often disarmthe eneny, and he is disappointed and
vanqui shed, for he had expected time to lay plans and work by artifice.
p. 52, Para. 2, [250T].

God wants nmen connected with his work in Battle Creek whose judgnent

is at hand, whose m nds when necessary will act like the |ightning. The
greatest pronptness is positively necessary in the hour of peril and
danger. Every plan nmay be well laid to acconplish certain results, and

yet a delay of a very short tinme may | eave things to assune entirely a
di fferent shape, and the great objects which m ght have been gained are
| ost through | ack of quick foresight and pronpt di spatch. Mich nay be
done in training the mnd to overcone indol ence. There are tinmes when
caution and great deliberation are necessary; rashness would be folly.
But even here, nuch has been | ost by too great hesitancy. Caution up to
a certain point was required; but hesitancy and policy on particular
occasi ons have been nore disastrous than to have failed through
rashness. p. 53, Para. 1, [250T].

My brother, you need to cultivate pronptness. Away wi th your
hesitating manner. You are slow, and neglect to seize the work and
acconplish it. You nmust get out of this narrow manner of |abor; for it
is of the wong order. Wen unbelief takes hold of your soul, your
| abor is of such a hesitating, halting, balancing kind that you
acconplish nothing yourself and hinder others from doing. You have just
enough interest to see difficulties and start doubts, but have not the
i nterest or courage to overcome the difficulties or dispel the doubts.
At such times you need force of character, |ess stubbornness and set
wi || ful ness, and you need to surrender to God. This slowness, this
sl uggi shness of action, is one of the greatest defects in your
character, and stands in the way of your useful ness. p. 53, Para. 2,

[ 250T].

Your sl owness of decision in connection with the cause and work of God
is sonetinmes painful. It is not at all necessary. Pronpt and decisive
action may acconplish great results. You are generally willing to work
when you feel just like it, ready to do when you can see clearly what
is to be done; but you fail to be the benefit to the cause you m ght
if you were pronpt and decisive at the critical noment, and woul d
overcone the hesitation and delay which have marked your character, and
whi ch have greatly retarded the work of God. p. 54, Para. 1, [250T].

Thi s defect, unless overcone, will prove, in instances of great
crises, disastrous to the cause, and fatal to your own soul

Punctual ity and decisive action at the right tinme must be required; for
you have not these qualities. In the warfare and battles of nations,



there is often nore gai ned by good nmanagenent in pronpt action than in
earnest, dead encounter with the eneny. p. 54, Para. 2, [250T].

To do up business with dispatch, and yet do it thoroughly, is a great
acquisition. My brother, you have really felt that your cautious and
hesitating course was commendabl e, rather a virtue than a wong. But
fromwhat the Lord has shown ne in this matter, these sluggish
novenents on your part have greatly hindered the work of God, and |eft
undone many things which in justice ought to have been done with
promptness. It will be difficult for you now to nmake changes in your
character which God requires you to nmake, because it was difficult for
you to be punctual and pronpt of action in youth. Wen the character is
formed, the habits fixed, and the mental and noral faculties have
become firm to then unlearn wong habits, to be pronpt in action, is
nost difficult. You should realize the value of time. You are not
excusabl e for |eaving the nost inportant, though unpleasant, work,
hoping to get rid of doing it altogether, thinking it will becone |ess
unpl easant, while you occupy your tine upon pleasant matters not really
taxi ng. You should do the work which nust be done, and which involves
the vital interests of the cause, first, and then take up the |ess
important matters only after the nore essential are acconplished.
Punctual ity and decision in the work and cause of God are highly
essential. Delays are virtually defeats. M nutes are gol den, and should
be inproved to the very best account. Earthly relations and persona
i nterests should ever be secondary. Never should the cause of God be
left to suffer, in a single particular, because of earthly friends of
the dearest relations. p. 55, Para. 1, [250T].

"And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer ne
first to go and bury ny father. Jesus said unto him Let the dead bury
their dead; but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. and anot her al so
said, Lord, | will followthee; but let nme first go bid them farewel
which are at honme in ny house. and Jesus said unto him No man havi ng
put his hand to the plough, and | ooking back, is fit for the ki ngdom of
God." p. 56, Para. 1, [250T].

No earthly ties, no earthly considerations, should weigh one nonent in
the scal e against duty to the cause and work of God. Jesus severed his
connection fromeverything to save a lost world. He requires of us a
full and entire consecration. there are sacrifices to be made for the
interests of God's cause. The sacrifice of feeling is the npbst keen
yet after all it is a small sacrifice required of us. You have plenty
of friends, and if the feelings are only sanctified you need not fee
that you are nmeking a very great sacrifice. You do not |eave your wife
anong heathen. You are not called to tread the burning African desert,
or to face prisons, and encounter trial at every step. Be careful how
you appeal to your synpathies and |l et human feelings and persona
consi derations mngle with your efforts and | abors for the cause of
God. He demands unselfish and willing service. You can render this, and
yet do all your duties to your famly; but hold this as a secondary
matter. My husband and nyself have nmade mi stakes in consenting to take
responsibilities that others should carry. p. 56, Para. 2, [250T].

In the cormencenent of this work, there was needed a man to propose,
to execute with determnation, and to | ead out, battling with error and
surmounting obstacles. My husband bore the heaviest burden, and net the
nost determ ned opposition. But when we becane a fully organized body,



and several men were chosen to act in responsible positions, then was
the proper tinme for my husband to act no | onger as one man to stand
under the responsibilities, and carry the heavy burdens. This |abor
devol ved on nore than one. Here is where the m stake has been nade by
his brethren in urging him and hinself consenting, to stand under the
burdens and responsibilities that he had borne alone for years. He
shoul d have | aid down these burdens years ago, and they should have
been divided with other men chosen to act in behalf of the people.
Satan woul d be pleased to have one man's m nd and one man's judgnment
control the mnds and judgnent of those who believe the present truth.
My husband has frequently been | eft alnpst alone to see and feel the
wants of the cause of God, and to act pronptly. p. 57, Para. 1

[ 250T].

Hi s | eading brethren were not deficient in intellect, but they |acked
awlling mndto stand in the position which nmy husband has occupi ed.
They have inconsistently allowed a paralytic to bear burdens and
responsibilities of this work which no one of them al one could endure
with their strong nerves and firm nuscles. He has sonetimes used
apparent severity. He has spoken and given offense. When he has seen
ot hers who might have shared his burdens avoiding responsibilities, it
has grieved himto the heart, and he has spoken inpul sively. He has not
been placed in this unreasonable position by his Lord, but by his
brethren. His life has been but little better than a species of
sl avery. The constant trial, the harassing care, the exhausting brain-
wor k, have not been valued by his brethren. He has |ed an unenjoyed
life. And he has increased his unhappi ness by conpl ai ning of his
brot her ministers who neglected to do what they night have done. Nature
has been outraged tinme and again. Wiile his brethren have found fault
with himfor doing so much, they have not conme up to take their share
of the responsibility, but have been too willing to nmake him
responsi bl e for everything. You canme nobly up to bear responsibilities
when there were no others who would lift them If his brethren in the
mnistry would have cultivated a willingness to |ift the burdens they
shoul d have borne, nmy husband woul d not have seen and done so nuch work
whi ch needed to be done, and which he thought nust not be negl ected.

p. 58, Para. 1, [250T].

God has not suffered the |ife of ny husband to end ingloriously. He
has sustained him But the man who perfornms double | abor, who crowds
the work of two years into one, is burning his candle at both ends.
There is yet a work for my husband to do which he should have done
years ago. He shoul d now have |less of the strife, perplexity, and
responsibility of life, and be ripening, softening, and el evating, for
his | ast change. He should now husband his strength. He shoul d not
allow the responsibilities of the cause to rest upon him so heavily,
but should stand free, where the prejudices and suspicions of his
brethren would not disturb his peace. p. 59, Para. 1, [250Tr].

God has permtted the precious light of truth to shine upon his word,
and illumnate the mind of ny husband. He may reflect the rays of |ight
fromthe presence of Jesus upon others by his preaching and writing.

But while serving tables, doing business matters in connection with the
cause, he has been deprived to a great degree of the privilege of using
his pen and of preaching to the people. p. 60, Para. 1, [250T].

He has felt that he was called of God to stand in defense of the



truth, and those who were not doing justice to the work he has felt it
his duty to reprove, and that sonetines severely. The pressure of care
and the affliction of disease have often thrown himinto

di scouragenents, and he has sonetines viewed matters in an exaggerat ed
light. H's brethren have taken advantage of his words, and of his
pronpt manners, which have been in such narked contrast with their
tardi ness of |abor and their narrow plans of operation. They have
accredited to nmy husband notives and feelings which were not due him
The wi de contrast between thensel ves and him seened |ike a gulf; but
this mght easily have been bridged had these nen of intellect put
their undivided interests and whol e hearts into the work of building up
and advanci ng the precious cause of God. p. 60, Para. 2, [250T].

We might exert a constant influence in this place, at the head of the
wor k, whi ch woul d advance the prosperity of these institutions. But the
course of others who do not do what they m ght, who are subject to
tenptation, if their track is crossed, and who would reflect upon our
nost earnest efforts for the prosperity of God's cause, conpels us to
seek an asylum el sewhere, where we may work to better advantage with
| ess danger of being crushed under burdens. God has given us great
freedom and power with his people at Battle Creek. When we cane to this
pl ace | ast sunmer, our work commenced in earnest, and it has continued
ever since. One perplexity and difficulty has foll owed closely upon
another, calling forth taxing | abor to set things right. p. 61, Para.
1, [250r"1].

When the Lord showed that Bro. ---- mght be the man for the place if
he remai ned hunbl e and would rely upon his strength, he did not make a
bl under and select the wong man. For a tine, Bro. father at the Health
Institute. But he became self-exalted, self-sufficient. He pursued a
wrong course. He yielded to tenptation. p. 61, Para. 2, [250TI].

The excuses the directors have nmade for their neglect of duty are al
wrong. Their shifting responsibilities upon Bro. and sister Wite is
mar ked agai nst them They sinply neglected their duty because it was
unpleasant. p. had a true interest, and acted as a, Para. 1, [250T].

| saw that hel p was needed upon the Pacific Coast. But God woul d not
have us take the responsibilities or bear others' perplexities. W my
stand as counselors, and help themw th our influence and with our
judgment. We may do rmuch if we will not be induced to get under the
| oad and bear the weight which others should bear, and which it is
i mportant for themto bear in order to gain a necessary experience. W
have inmportant matter to wite out which the people greatly need. W
have precious light on Bible truth which we nay speak to the people.
p. 62, Para. 1, [250T].

I was shown that God did not design that my husband shoul d bear the
burdens he has borne for the last five nonths. The working part in
connection with the cause has been left to fall upon him This has
brought perplexity, weariness, and nervous debility, which have
resulted in discouragenent and depression. There has been a | ack of
har moni ous action on the part of his brethren fromthe conmencenent of
the cause. His brethren in the mnistry have | oved freedom They have
not lifted the responsibilities which they m ght, and have failed to
gai n the experience they m ght have had to stand in nost responsible
positions relative to the vital interests of the cause of God at the



present tine. They have excused their neglect of bearing
responsi bilities because they feared being reflected upon afterward.
p. 62, Para. 2, [250T].

The religion we profess is colored by our natural dispositions and
tenperanments, therefor, it is of the highest inportance that the weak
poi nts in our character becone strengthened by exercise, and the
strong, unfavorable points be weakened by working in an opposite
direction, and by strengthening opposite qualities. p. 63, Para. 1,

[ 250rT] .

But some brethren have not done what they might and shoul d have done
whi ch woul d have given my husband sufficient encouragenent and help to
continue to bear sonme responsibilities at the head of the work. Hi s
fell owlaborers did not nove i ndependently and | ook to God for |ight
and for duty for thenselves, and follow in his opening providence, and
consult together upon plans of operations, and unite in their plans and
manner of |abor. p. 63, Para. 2, [250T].

Since coming to Mchigan | ast sumer, the Lord has especially blessed
the [ abors of ny husband. He has been sustained in a nost remarkable
manner to do work that so nmuch needed to be done. Had those associ ated
with himbeen awake to see and understand the wants of the cause of God
at our last M chigan Canp-neeting, the many things not done m ght have
been done. There was a |lack to neet the wants of the occasion. Had Bro.
---- stood cheerful in God, walking in the light, ready to see what was
to be done, and executing the work with dispatch, we should now be
nmont hs advanced in our work, and |ong ago we m ght have been working to
the point to establish the press upon the Pacific Coast. God cannot be
glorified by our falling into singular gloom and then remaining under
the cloud. The |ight does shine, although we may not realize its
bl essing; but if we make all diligence to press to the light, and if we
nove ahead just as though the light did shine, we shall soon pass out
of the darkness and find light, light all around us. p. 63, Para. 3,

[ 250T].

At our |ast canmp-neeting, the angels of God in a special manner cane
with their power to lighten and heal, and to bless both my husband and
Bro. Waggoner. A precious victory was there gai ned which should never
lose its influence. p. 64, Para. 1, [250T].

I was shown that God in a nost narked manner had given nmy husband
tokens of his |ove and care, and also of his sustaining grace. This
shoul d ever lead to hunmlity and gratitude on the part of ny husband.
God has regarded his zeal and devotion to his cause and his work. p
64, Para. 2, [250T].

God wants minute nen. He will have men who are as true when inportant
deci sions are to be made as the needle to the pole; nen whose specia
and personal interests are swallowed up in the one great genera
interest for the salvation of souls, as were our Saviour's. Satan plays
upon the human mi nd where any chance has been left for himto do so,
and he seizes upon the very tine and place where he can do the npst
service to hinself, and the greatest injury to the cause of God. A
neglect to do what we m ght do, and that which God requires we should
do in his cause, is a sin which cannot be palliated with excuse of
ci rcunmst ances or conditions; for Jesus has made provision for all in



every energency. p. 65, Para. 1, [250T].

My brother, in doing the work of God you will be placed in a variety
of circunstances, all requiring self-possession and self-control that
will qualify you to adapt yourself to circunstances and the
peculiarities of the situation. Then can you act yourself
unenmbarrassed. You should not place too | ow an estimte upon your
ability to act your part in the various callings of practical life.
Where you are aware of deficiencies, go to work at once to renmedy these
defects. Do not trust to others to supply your deficiencies and you go
on indifferently, as though it were a matter of course that your
pecul i ar organi zati on nust ever remain so. Apply yourself earnestly to
cure these defects, that you may be perfect in Christ Jesus, wanting in
not hing. p. 65, Para. 2, [250T].

If you formtoo high an opinion of yourself, you will think your
| abors are of nore real consequence than they will bear, and you will
pl ead i ndi vi dual independence which borders on arrogance. If you go to
the other extreme and formto | ow an opinion of yourself, you will fee

inferior, which will greatly linmt the influence you nm ght have for
good. You should avoid either extrenme. Feeling should not control you;
ci rcunst ances should not affect you. You may forma correct estimate of
yourself which will prove a safeguard from both extrenmes. You nmmy be
dignified without vain self-confidence; you may be condescendi ng and

yi el ding without sacrificing self-respect or individual independence,
and your life may be of great influence with those in the higher as
well as the Iower wal ks of life. p. 66, Para. 1, [250T].

Bro. ----, your danger now is of being affected with reports. Your

| abors are decidedly practical, close, and cutting. You rein up the
people to very close tests and requirenents. This is necessary at
times, but your |abors are getting to be too nuch of this character
and will lose their force unless mngled with nore of the softening,
encouragi ng grace of the Spirit of God. You allow the words of your
relati ves and special friends to influence your propositions and affect
your decisions. You credit too readily and incorporate their views into
your own ideas, and are too often led astray. You need to be guarded.

The famlies in ---- so closely related have had an influence. Your
judgment, your feelings, your views, influence them and in turn, they
i nfl uence you, and a strong current will be set flowing in a wong

direction unless you are all thoroughly consecrated and hunbl e before
God. All the elenents of these family connections are naturally

i ndependent, conscientious, and inclined to extrenmes, unless especially
bal anced and controlled by the Spirit of God. p. 66, Para. 2, [250T].

Never, never be influenced by reports. Never |et your conduct be

i nfl uenced by your dearest relatives. The tine has come when the
greatest w sdom needs to be exercised in reference to the cause and
wor k of God. Judgment is needed to know when to speak and when to keep
silent. Hunger for synpathy frequently |eads to inprudence of a grave
character in opening the feelings to others. Your appearance clai ns
synpathy frequently when it were better for you if you did not receive
it. p. 67, Para. 1, [250T1].

It is an inportant duty for all to beconme familiar with the tenor of
their conduct fromday to day, and the notives which pronpt their
actions. They need to becone acquainted with the particular notives



whi ch pronmpt particular actions. Every action of their lives is judged,
not by the external appearance, but fromthe notive which dictated the
action. p. 68, Para. 1, [250T].

Al'l should guard their senses, lest Satan gain victory over them for
these are the avenues to the soul. W nmy be severe as we like in

di sci plining oursel ves, but be very cautious and not push souls to
desperation. Sonme feel that Bro. White is altogether too severe in
speaking in a decided manner to individuals, in reproving what he
thinks is wong in them He may be in danger of not being as careful in
hi s manner of reproof as to give no occasion for reflection. But sone
of those who conplain of his manner of reproving use the nost cutting,
reprovi ng, condematory | anguage, too indiscrimnating to a
congregation, and they feel that they have relieved their souls and
done a good work. But the angels of God do not always approve such

| abor. If Bro. Wiite nakes one individual feel that he is not doing
right, if he is too severe toward that one, and needs to be taught to
nodi fy his manners, to soften his spirit, how much nore necessary for
his mnistering brethren to feel the inconsistency of making a | arge
congregation suffer fromcutting reproofs and strong denunci ati ons,
when the really innocent nust suffer with the guilty. p. 68, Para. 2,
[ 250T].

It is worse, far worse, to give expression to the feeling in a large
gathering, firing at any one and every one, than to go to the
i ndi vi dual s who nmay have done wong and personally reprove them The
of fensi veness of this severe, overbearing, denunciatory talk in a |arge
gathering is of as much nore grave a character in the sight of God than
gi ving personal, individual reproof, as the nunbers are greater and the
censure nore general. p. 69, Para. 1, [250T].

It is ever easier to give expression to the feelings before a
congregation, because there are many present, than to go openly,
frankly, and plainly state their wong course face to face with the
erring. But bringing into the house of God strong feelings against
i ndi vidual s, and naking all the innocent as well as the guilty suffer
is a manner of |abor that God does not sanction, and which does harm
rather than good. It has too often been the case that criticising and
denunci ati atory di scourses have been given before a congregation. These
do not encourage a spirit of love in the brethren. They have not tended
to make them spiritually m nded, and | ead themto holiness and Heaven.
But a spirit of bitterness has been aroused in hearts. p. 69, Para. 2,
[ 250T].

These very strong sernons that cut a man all to pieces are sonetines
positively necessary to arouse, alarm and convict. But unless they
bear especial marks of being dictated by the Spirit of God, they do a
far greater injury than they can do good. p. 70, Para. 1, [250T].

I was shown that ny husband's course has not been perfect. He has
erred sonmetinmes in murnuring, and in giving too severe reproof. But
fromwhat | have seen, he has not been so greatly at fault in this
respect as many have supposed, and as | have sonetinmes feared. p. 70,
Para. 2, [250T1].

Job was not understood by his friends. He flings back upon themtheir
reproaches. He shows themthat if they are defending God in avow ng



their faith in himand their consciousness of sin, he had a nore deep
and t horough know edge of it than they ever had. M serable conforters

are ye all, is the answer he nmakes themto their criticisns and
censures. | also, says Job, could speak as ye do if your soul were in
nmy soul's stead. | could heap up words agai nst you, and shake ny head
at you. But he declares he would not do this. I, he says, would

strengthen you with ny mouth, and the noving of ny |ips should assuage
your grief. p. 70, Para. 3, [250r1].

Wel | -meani ng brethren and sisters, but having narrow conceptions and

| ooking only at externals, may attenpt to help matters which they have
no real know edge of. Their linmted experience cannot fathomthe
feelings of a soul who has been urged out by the Spirit of God, and has
felt to the depths that earnest and i nexpressible love and interest for
the cause of God and for souls that they have never experienced, and
who have borne burdens in the cause of God they have never lifted. p
71, Para. 1, [250T].

The narrow vision of some short-sighted, short-experienced friends,
cannot appreciate the feelings of a soul who has been in close harnony
with the soul of Christ in connection with the salvation of souls. The
notives are nisunderstood and the actions misconstrued by those who
woul d be his friends, until, |ike Job, the earnest prayer goes forth
fromhis lips, Save ne fromny friends. p. 71, Para. 2, [250T].

God takes the case of Job in hand hinself. His patience has been
severely taxed; but when God speaks, all his pettish feelings are
changed. His self-justification, which he felt necessary to wthstand
t he condemmation of his friends, is not necessary toward God. He never
m sj udges. God never errs. Says the Lord to Job, Grd up now thy I oins
like a man; and Job no sooner hears the divine voice than his soul is
bowed down with a sense of his sinful ness, and he says before God, |
abhor nyself in dust and ashes. p. 71, Para. 3, [250T].

When God has spoken, ny husband has hearkened to his voice. But to
bear the condemnation and reflection of his friends who do not seemto
di scrim nate, has been a great trial. When his brethren shall have
stood under the same circunstances, bearing the responsibilities he has
borne with as little encouragenent and hel p as he has had, then they
may be able to understand how to sustain, how to confort, how to bless,
Wi thout torturing his feelings by reflections and censures he in no way
deserves. p. 72, Para. 1, [250T].

Call for Means. p. 72, Para. 2, [250T].

I was shown that there had been unhappy results in making urgent calls
for nmeans at our canp-neetings. This matter has been pressed too hard.
There were many nmen of means who woul d not have done anything had not
their hearts been softened and nelted under the influence of the
testinoni es borne to them The poor were deeply affected, and, in the
sincerity of their souls, pledged nmeans which they had a heart to give,
but were unable to pay. The urgent call for neans in npst instances
left a wong inpression upon some m nds. Sonme thought that it was noney
that was the burden of our nessage. Many went to their honmes bl essed
because they had donated to the cause of God. But there are better
met hods of raising neans in free-will offerings than in urgent calls at
our |large gatherings. If all come up to the plan of systematic



benevol ence, and if our tract and nissionary workers are faithful in
their departnent of the work, the treasury will be well supplied

wi t hout these urgent calls at our |large gatherings. p. 72, Para. 3,
[ 250T].

But there has been a great neglect of duty. Many have wi thhel d neans
which God clainms as his, and in thus doing have conmitted robbery
toward God. Their selfish hearts have not given the tenth of all their
i ncrease, which God has clained. Neither have they cone up to the
yearly gatherings with their free-will offerings, their thank
of ferings, and their trespass offerings. Many have cone before the Lord
enpty-handed. "WIIl a man rob God? yet ye have robbed ne. But ye say,
Wherei n have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed
with a curse; for ye have robbed ne, even this whole nation. Bring ye
all the tithes into the storehouse, that there nay be nmeat in m ne
house, and prove ne now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if | wll
not open you the wi ndows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive it." p. 73, Para. 1, [250T].

There would sin rest upon us as a people if we did not nmake npst
earnest efforts to ascertain those who had donated for the different
enterprises who are too poor to give anything. Al that they have in
the liberality of their souls given should be returned to themw th an
additional gift to relieve their necessities. p. 74, Para. 1, [250T].

The raising of noney has been carried to extrenes. It has left a bad
i mpression on many nminds. This is not the best plan of raising neans.
There has been an indifference manifested to investigate the cases of
the poor and meke returns to them that they should not suffer for the
necessities of life. p. 74, Para. 2, [250T].

A neglect of duty in this respect to becone acquainted with the
necessity of the needy and relieve their pressing wants in returning
means that has been given to advance the cause of God, would be on our
part a negl ect of our Saviour in the persons of his saints. p. 74,
Para. 3, [250T1].

Epi stl e Number One. p. 75, Para. 1, [250T].

I have been shown some things in reference to our duty to the
unfortunate which | feel it ny duty to wite at this tine. p. 75,
Para. 2, [250r1].

| saw that in the providence of God he had placed, in close Christian
relation to his church, wi dows and orphans, the blind, the deaf, the
| ame, and persons afflicted in a variety of ways, to prove his people
and develop their true character. Angels of God are watching to see how
we treat these persons who need our synpathy, or |ove, and
di si nterested benevol ence. This is God's test of our character. If we
have the true religion of the Bible, we shall feel that a debt of |ove,
ki ndness, and interest, is due to Christ in behalf of his brethren, and
we can do no |less than to show our gratitude for the unnmeasurable |ove
of Christ to us while we were sinners unworthy of his grace, by having
a deep interest and unselfish |ove for those who are our brethren, and
who are |ess fortunate than ourselves. p. 75, Para. 3, [250T].

The two great principles of the | aw of God are suprene |ove to God and



unsel fish I ove to our neighbor. The first four commandnments, and the

| ast six, hang upon, or grow out of, these two principles. Christ

expl ained to the | awer who was his neighbor, in the illustration of
the man who was traveling fromJerusalemto Jericho and fell anpbng

t hi eves who robbed him and beat him and left himhalf dead. The
priest and the Levite saw this man suffering, but their hearts did not
respond to his wants. They avoi ded hi m by passing by on the other side.
The Samaritan cane that way, and when he saw the stranger's need of
hel p, he did not question whether he was of their country, or of their
creed, or a relative; but he went to work to help the sufferer because
there was a work which needed to be done. He relieved himas best he
could, put himupon his own beast and carried himto an inn, and nmade
provision for his wants at the expense of his purse. This Samaritan,
said Christ, was neighbor to himwho fell anpbng thieves. The Levite and
the priest represent a class in the church who nani fest an indifference
to the very ones who need their synpathy and help. This class,
notwi t hstandi ng their position in the church, are commandnent - br eakers.
The Samaritan represents a class who are true helpers with Christ, and
are imtating his exanmple in doing good. p. 75, Para. 4, [250T].

Those who have pity for the unfortunate, the blind, the |l ane, the
afflicted, the wi dows, the orphans, and the needy, Christ represents as
commandnent - keepers, who shall have eternal life. There is in ---- a
great lack of personal religion and individual obligation to feel for
ot hers woes, and with disinterested benevol ence to work for the
prosperity of the unfortunate and afflicted. Some have no experience in
these duties. They have all their lives been |like the Levite and
priest, who passed by on the other side. There is a work for the church
to do, which, if left undone, will bring darkness upon them The church
as a whole and individually should bring their notives under faithfu
exam nation, and conpare their lives with the Iife and teachings of the
only correct Pattern. Christ preserves in the heavenly records, as done
to hinmself, all acts of mercy and benevol ence and thoughtfu
consi deration for the unfortunate, the blind, the lame, the sick, the
wi dows, and orphans, and the works of these shall be rewarded. On the
other hand, a record will be witten in the book agai nst those who
mani fest the indifference of the priest and Levite for the unfortunate,
and those who take any advantage of the m sfortunes of others and
increase their affliction in order to selfishly advantage thensel ves.
God will surely repay every act of injustice, and every neglect of the
afflicted anong us. Every one will finally be rewarded as his works
have been. p. 76, Para. 1, [250T].

I was shown in regard to Bro. T----, that he has not been dealt justly
with by his brethren. Brn F----, W---, and others, pursued a course
toward hi m which was displeasing to God. Bro. F---- had no specia
interest in Bro. T----, only so far as he thought he coul d advant age
hi nsel f through him | was shown that some | ooked upon Bro. T---- as
bei ng penurious and di shonest. God is displeased with this judgnent.
Bro. T---- would have had no trouble, and woul d have had neans to

abundantly sustain hinself, had it not been for the selfish course of
his brethren who had eyesi ght and property, and who worked agai nst him
by seeking to turn his abilities to their own selfish interest. p. 77,
Para. 1, [250T1].

Those who take advantage of the hard study of a blind nman, to benefit
themsel ves with the inventions he has made, commit robbery, and are



virtually commandnent - breakers. p. 78, Para. 1, [250T].

There are those in the church who are transgressors of the |law of God
who profess to be keeping the | aw of Jehovah. These are men who do not
di scern their own defects. They possess a selfish, penurious spirit,
and blind their own eyes to their sin of covetousness, which the Bible
defines as idolatry. Men of this character may have been esteened by
their brethren as nost exenplary Christians; but the eye of God reads
the heart and discerns the notives. He sees that which man cannot see
in the thoughts and character. In his providence he brings these
persons into positions which will, in tine, reveal the defects in their
character, that if they wish to see themand correct themthey can do
so. There are those who have through their lives studied their own
i nterest and been swallowed up in their own selfish plans, anxious to
advant age thensel ves wi t hout nuch thought of others, whether they would
be distressed or perplexed through any plans or actions of theirs.
Selfish interest overbears nercy and the |ove of God. The Lord
sonmetines permits this class to go on in their selfish course in
spiritual blindness until their defects are apparent to all who have
spiritual discernment. They evidence by their works that they are not
genuine Christians. p. 78, Para. 2, [250T].

Men who have property and a neasure of health, and who enjoy the

i nestimabl e bl essing of sight, have every advantage over a blind man.
They have many ways open to themin their business career that are
closed to a man who has | ost his sight. Persons enjoying the use of al
their faculties should not |ook to their own selfish interest and
deprive a blind brother of one iota of his opportunity to gain neans.
Bro. T---- is a poor man. He is a feeble man. He is also a blind man.
He has had an earnest desire to help hinmself, and although |iving under
a wei ght of discouraging infirmties, his affliction has not dried up
the generous inpulses of his soul. In his limted circunstances he has
had a heart to do, and has done nore in the sight of God for those who
were in need of help than many of his brethren who are blessed with
sight, and who have a good property. Bro. T---- has a capital in his
busi ness cal cul ati on and inventive faculty. He has worked earnestly
wi t h high hopes of inventing a business by which he night support
hi msel f and not be dependent upon his brethren. p. 79, Para. 1
[ 250T].

I could wish that we all mght see as God sees. | wish all could
reali ze how God | ooks upon those nen who profess to be foll owers of
Christ, who have the bl essing of sight and the advantage of means in
their favor, and yet would envy the little prosperity opened to the
poor blind man, and woul d benefit thenselves to increase their stock of
means to the di sadvantage of their afflicted brother. This is regarded
of God as the nost crimnal selfishness and robbery, and is an
aggravating sin, which God will surely punish. God never forgets. He
does not | ook upon these things with human eyes and with col d,
unfeeling, human judgnent. He views things, not fromthe worldling's
st andpoi nt, but fromthe standpoint of nercy, pity, and infinite | ove.
p. 80, Para. 1, [250fr].

Bro. ---- tried to help Bro. T----, but not with unselfish notives. At
first his pity was excited. He saw that he needed hel p. But soon he
lost his interest, and selfish feelings gathered strength, until the
course of his brethren resulted in Bro. T----'s being di sadvant aged



rather than benefited. p. 81, Para. 1, [250T].

These things have greatly discouraged Bro. T----, and have had a
tendency to shake his confidence in his brethren. They have resulted in
his being involved in debts which he could not pay. As he has realized
the selfish feelings exercised toward himby some of his brethren, it
has grieved him and sonmetinmes stirred him His feeling at tines have
been al nost uncontroll able as he has realized his hel pl ess condition
wi t hout sight, without neans, and without health, and with some of his
bret hren working agai nst him which added greatly to his affliction
and told fearfully upon his health. p. 81, Para. 2, [250T].

I was shown that Bro. T---- has sonme good qualities of m nd which
woul d be better appreciated if he had greater power of self-control
and woul d not becone excited. Every exhibition of inpatience and
fretfulness tells against him and is nade the nost of by sone who are
guilty of rmuch nore grievous sins in the sight of God. p. 81, Para. 3,
[ 250T] .

I was shown that Bro. T----'s principles are good. He has integrity.
He is not a dishonest man. He woul d not knowi ngly defraud any man. But
he has faults and sins which he nbpst overconme. He has human nature to
deal with, as well as other nen. He is too often inpatient, and
sonmeti nmes overbearing. He should cherish a nore kindly, courteous
spirit, and should cultivate gratitude of heart to those who have felt
an interest in his case. He has naturally an inpetuous tenper when
suddenly aroused or when unreasonably provoked. But, notw thstandi ng
this, he has a heart to be right, and he feels sincere repentance
toward God when he reflects upon his wongs. p. 82, Para. 1, [250T].

If he sees his brethren inclined to do himjustice, he will be
generous to forgive, and hunbl e enough to desire peace, even if he has
to make great sacrifices to obtainit. But Bro. T---- is easily

excited. He is of a nervous tenperanment. He has need of the subduing

i nfluence of the Spirit of God. If those who are ready to censure him
woul d consi der their own wrongs, and kindly overlook his faults as
generously as they should, they would manifest the Spirit of Christ.
Bro. T.---- has a work to do in overconmng. H s words and deportnment to
ot hers shoul d be gentle, kind, and pleasant. He should strictly guard
everyt hing which savors of a dictatorial spirit, or of overbearing
manners or words. p. 82, Para. 2, [250T].

VWhile God is a friend to the blind and unfortunate, he does not excuse
their sins. He requires themto overcone, and perfect Christian
character in the nanme of Jesus who overcane on their behalf. But Jesus
pities our weakness, and he is ready to give strength to bear up in
trial and to resist the tenptations of Satan if we will cast our burden
upon him Angels are sent to mnister to the children of God who are
physically blind. They guard their steps and save them from a thousand
dangers which, unknown to them beset their path. But his Spirit wll
not attend them unless they cherish a spirit of kindness, and seek
earnestly to have control over their natures, and bring their passions
and every power into submi ssion to God. They nust cultivate a spirit of
| ove, and control their words and actions. p. 83, Para. 1, [250T].

I was shown that God requires his people to be far nore pitiful and
consi derate of the unfortunate than they are. "Pure religion and



undefil ed before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to keep hinmself unspotted fromthe
world." p. 83, Para. 2, [250T].

Here is genuine religion defined. The sane consideration that should
be given to the wi dow and fatherless, God requires to be given to the
blind and those suffering under the affliction of physical infirmties.
Di sinterested benevolence is very rare in this age of the world. p
83, Para. 3, [250T].

I was shown in Bro. T----'s case, that those who would in any way dea
unjustly with him and discourage himin his efforts to help hinself,
or would covet the poor blind man's prosperity, and woul d advant age

thensel ves to his disadvantage, will bring upon thenselves the curse of
God, who is the blind man's friend. Special injunctions were given to
the children of Israel in reference to the blind:-- p. 84, Para. 1,

[ 250rT1].

"Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, neither rob him the wages of
himthat is hired shall not abide with thee all night until the
nor ni ng. Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stunbling-block
before the blind, but shall fear thy God; I amthe Lord. Ye shall do no
unri ghteousness in judgnent; thou shalt not respect the person of the
poor, nor honor the person of the m ghty; but in righteousness shalt
thou judge thy neighbor." "Cursed be he that renpveth his neighbor's
| andmark; and all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he that maketh
the blind to wander out of the way; and all the people shall say, Anmen.
Cursed be he that perverteth the judgnment of the stranger, fatherless,
and wi dow; and all the people shall say, Amen." p. 84, Para. 2,

[ 250rT] .

It is strange that professed Christian nen should disregard the plain,
positive teachings of the word of God, and feel no conpunctions of
consci ence. God places them under responsibilities to care for the
unfortunate, the blind, the lanme, the widow and the fatherless, which
many make no effort to regard. In order to save such, God frequently
brings themunder the rod of affliction, and places themin simlar
positions to those who were in need of their help and synpathy, but who
did not receive it at their hands. p. 85, Para. 1, [250Tr].

God will hold the church at ---- responsible, as a body, for the wong
course of its nmenbers. If a selfish and unsynpathizing spirit is
allowed to exist with any of its nmenbers toward the unfortunate, the
wi dow, the orphan, the blind, the lame, or those who are sick in body
or mind, he will hide his face fromhis people until they do their duty
and renove the wwong from anong them If any one professing the name of
Christ so far msrepresents their Saviour as to be unm ndful of their
duty to the afflicted, or if they in any way seek to advantage
thenselves to the injury of the unfortunate, and thus rob them of
means, the Lord holds the church accountable for the sin of its menbers
until they have done all they can to renedy the existing evil. He will
not hearken to the prayer of his people while the orphan and
fatherless, the lane, the blind, and the sick, are neglected in their
mdst. p. 85, Para. 2, [250T].

There is nore neant by "being on the Lord's side" than nerely saying
so in neeting. The Lord's side is ever on the side of mercy, pity, and



synpathy for the suffering, as Jesus has given us an exanple in his
life. We are required to inmtate his exanple. But there are those who
are not on the Lord's side in regard to these things, but are on the
side of the eneny. Jesus said in giving to his hearers an illustration
of this subject:-- p. 86, Para. 1, [250T].

"I nasnuch as ye have done it unto one of the | east of these ny
brethren, ye have done it unto nme. Then shall he say also unto them on
the left hand, Depart fromnme, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels: for | was an hungered, and ye
gave ne no neat; | was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; | was a
stranger, and ye took ne not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; sick
and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they al so answer him
sayi ng, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not mnister unto thee? Then
shall he answer them saying, Verily | say unto you, |nasnuch as ye did
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to ne. And these
shall go away into everlasting punishnent; but the righteous into life
eternal." p. 86, Para. 2, [250T].

Here Christ identifies hinmself with suffering humanity, and plainly

i npresses upon us all, in his sernon, that indifference or injustice
done to the least of his saints is done to him Here is the Lord's
side, and whoever will be on the Lord's side, let himcome over with

us. The dear Saviour is wounded when we wound one of his hunbl est
saints. p. 87, Para. 1, [250T].

Ri ght eous Job npans because of his affliction, and pleads his own
cause when unjustly accused by one of his conforters. He says, "I was
eyes to the blind, and feet was | to the lane. | was a father to the
poor; and the cause which | knew not | searched out. And | brake the
jaws of the w cked, and plucked the spoil out of his teeth." p. 87,
Para. 2, [250r1].

The sin of one man disconfited the entire arnmy of Israel. A wong
course pursued by one toward his brother, will turn the light of God
from his people until the wong is searched out and the cause of the
oppressed is vindicated. God requires his people to be tender in their
feelings and discrimnations, while their hearts should be enl arged,
their feelings broad and deep, not narrow, selfish, and penuri ous.
Nobl e synpat hy, |argeness of soul and disinterested benevol ence are
needed. Then can the church triunph in God. p. 87, Para. 3, [250T].

But just as long as the church suffers selfishness to dry up kindly
synpat hy and tender, thoughtful, love and interest for their brethren,
every virtue will be corroded. |saiah's fast should be studied, and
cl ose self-exam nation made with a spirit to discern whether there is
in themthe principles which are required of God's people in order that
they may receive the rich blessings promsed. p. 88, Para. 1, [250T].

God requires that his people should not allow the poor and afflicted
to be oppressed. |If they break every yoke and rel ease the oppressed,
and are unsel fish and kindly considerate of the needy, then shall the
bl essi ngs promnmi sed be theirs. If there are those in the church who
woul d cause the blind to stunble, they should be brought to justice,
for God has made us guardi ans of the blind, the afflicted, the w dows,
and the fatherless. The stunbling-block referred to in the word of God



does not nean a bl ock of wood placed before the feet of the blind to
cause himto stunble; but it means nmuch nore than this. It neans any
course that may be pursued to injure the influence or to work agai nst
the interest of their blind brother's prosperity. p. 88, Para. 2,

[ 250T] .

A brother who is blind and poor, and di seased, and who is nmaki ng every
exertion to help hinmself, that he nmay not be dependent, should be
encouraged in every way possible by his brethren. But those who profess
to be his brethren, who have the use of all their faculties, who are
not dependent, but who so far forget their duty to the blind as to
perpl ex, and distress, and hedge up the way of their blind brother, are
doing a work which will require repentance and restoration before God
will accept their prayers. And the church of God who have permtted
their unfortunate brother to be wonged are guilty of sin until they
shall do all in their power to have the wong righted. p. 89, Para. 1,
[ 250T].

Al'l are doubtless famliar with Achan's case. It is recorded in sacred
hi story for all generations, but nore especially for those upon whom
the ends of the world are come. Joshua | ay noani ng upon his face before
God, because they were obliged to make a di sgraceful retreat before
their enem es. The Lord bade Joshua arise, "Get thee up; wherefore
liest thou upon thy face?" Have | hunbled w thout cause by renoving ny
presence fromthee? Does God forsake his people w thout a cause? No; he
tells Joshua that there is a work for himto do before he can answer
his prayer. "lIsrael hath sinned, and they have al so transgressed ny
covenant which | commanded them for they have even taken of the
accursed thing, and have al so stolen, and dissenbled al so,"” He
declares, "Neither will | be with you any nore, except ye destroy the
accursed from anong you." We have here in this exanple sone idea of the
responsi bility resting upon the church, and the work God requires them
to do in order to have his presence. p. 89, Para. 2, [250T].

It is a sinin any church not to search for the cause of their
dar kness and the afflictions which have been in their mdst. The church
in ---- cannot be a living, prosperous church until they are nore awake
to the wongs anmong them which hinder the blessing of God from com ng
upon them The church should not suffer their brethren in affliction to
be wronged, the very ones that should awaken the synpathy of all hearts

and call into exercise noble and benevol ent feelings fromall the

foll owers of Christ. The true disciples of Christ will work in harnony
with himand hel p those who need hel p, as they have him for exanple.
Bro. T----'s blindness is a terrible affliction, and all should seek to

be eyes for the blind, and thus make himfeel his loss as little as
possi bl e. There are those who inprove their eyes in watching
opportunities to work for their own advantage to get gain; but God may
bri ng confusion upon themin a manner they do not expect. p. 90, Para.
1, [250T].

If God in his nmercy has given the blind man inventive faculties that
he can use for his own good, God forbid that any one shoul d begrudge
himthis privilege, and rob himof the benefits he m ght derive from
God's gift to him The blind man has di sadvantages to neet on every
side in the loss of his sight. If pity and synpathy are not excited in
the hearts of every one in seeing a blind man groping his way in a
world clothed to himin darkness, that heart is hard indeed, and nust



be softened by the grace of God. Not even a face can the blind nman | ook
upon, and there read kindly synpathy and true benevol ence. He cannot

| ook upon the beauties of nature and trace the finger of God in his
created works. Their cheering gl adness does not speak to himto confort
and to bl ess, when despondency broods over him He is shut up to a
wor |l d of darkness, and his God-given rights have been tranpl ed upon
that others m ght get gain. How quickly would Bro. T---- exchange his
bl i ndness and every tenporal blessing for the blessing of sight. EGW
p. 91, Para. 1, [250T].

Epi stl e Number Two. p. 92, Para. 1, [250T].

I have been shown some things in regard to Bro. ----"s fam |y, which
have pressed upon ny nmnd so strongly since | have been in this place
that | venture to wite themout. p. 92, Para. 2, [250T].

| have been shown that there exists in your famly an el enent of
sel fi shness which clings to you like the | eprosy. This selfishness nust
be seen and overcone, for it is a grievous sin in the sight of God. p
92, Para. 3, [250T].

You, as a fam |y, have so long consulted your own w shes, your own

pl easure and conveni ence, that you do not feel that others have clains
upon you. Your thoughts, plans, and efforts, are for yourselves. You
live for self, and do not cultivate disinterested benevol ence; which

if exercised, would increase and strengthen until it would be your
delight to live for other's good. You would feel that you had an object
inlife, a purpose that would bring your souls into closer connection
with Christ and would be inmbued with his Spirit, so that you would
cleave to himwith so firma tenacity that nothing could separate you
fromhis love. p. 92, Para. 4, [250r1].

Christ is the living vine; and if you are branches in that vine, the
life nourishment which flows through it will nourish you, that you will
not be barren or unfruitful. You have, as a fam |y, and as individuals,
prof essedly connected yourselves with the service of Christ; and yet
you are wei ghed in the bal ances of the sanctuary, and found wanti ng.
Al'l of you need to have an entire transformation before you can do
t hose things which an unselfish and devoted Christian should do.
Not hi ng but a thorough conversion can give you a correct sense of your
defects of character. You all have the spirit and |love of the world to
a great extent. Says the apostle, "If any man | ove the world, the |ove
of the Father is not in him" Your selfish spirit narrows and dwarfs
your mnds to your own interests. You need pure and undefiled religion
The sinplicity of the truth will lead you to feel a synpathy for
others' woes. There are those who need your synpathy and your |ove. To
exercise these traits of character, is a part of the |ife work which
Christ has given us all to do. p. 92, Para. 5, [250T].

God will not excuse you for not taking up the cross, and practicing
sel f-denial, in doing good to others with unselfish notives. You nmay,
if you will take the trouble to nake the self-denial required of

Christians, be qualified, by the grace of God, to win souls to Christ.
God has claims upon you to which you have never responded. There are
many all around us who hunger for synpathy and |ove. But, |ike nmany

ot hers, you have been nearly destitute of that hunble | ove which
naturally flows out in pity and synpathy for the destitute, the



suffering, and the needy. The human countenance itself is a mrror of
the soul, read by others, and leaving a telling influence upon them for
good or evil. God does not call upon any of us to watch our brethren
and to repent of their sins. He has left us a work to do, and he calls
upon us to do it resolutely, in his fear, with an eye single to his
glory. p. 93, Para. 1, [250r1].

Every one nmust give to God an account of himself, not of others,
whet her he is faithful, or otherwi se. Seeing faults in other

prof essors, and condemming their course, will not excuse or offset one
error of ours. We should not make others our criterion, nor excuse
anything in our course because others have done wong. God has given us
consci ences for ourselves. Geat principles have been laid down in his
word, which are sufficient to guide us in our Christian walk and
general deportnment. You, ny dear friends, as a fam |y, have not kept
the principles of the aw of God. You have never felt the burden of the
duty devolving man to his fellownmen. p. 94, Para. 1, [250T].

"And, behold, a certain | awer stood up, and tenpted him saying,
Master, what shall | do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him What
is witten in the |l aw? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul
and with all thy strength, and with all thy mnd, and thy nei ghbor as
thyself. And he said unto him Thou hast answered right: this do, and
thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus,
And who is nmy neighbor? And Jesus answering said, p. 94, Para. 2,

[ 250T] .

"A certain man went down from Jerusalemto Jericho, and fell anobng
t hi eves, which stripped himof his rainent, and wounded him and
departed, leaving himhalf dead. And by chance there cane down a
certain priest that way; and when he saw him he passed by on the other
side. And |ikewi se a Levite, when he was at the place, cane and | ooked
on him and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he
journeyed, cane where he was; and when he saw him he had conpassi on on
him and went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wi ne,
and set himon his own beast, and brought himto an inn, and took care
of him And on the nmorrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and
gave themto the host, and said unto him Take care of hin and
what soever thou spendest nore, when | cone again, | will repay thee.
Whi ch now of these three, thinkest thou, was nei ghbor unto himthat
fell anpng the thieves? And he said, he that showed nercy on him Then
said Jesus unto him Go, and do thou |ikewi se." p. 95 Para. 1,

[ 250T] .

Here the conditions of inheriting eternal |life are plainly stated by
our Saviour in the nmost sinple manner. The man wounded and robbed
represents those who are subjects of our interest, synpathy, and
charity. If we neglect the cases of the needy and the unfortunate that
are brought under our notice, no matter who they may be, we have no
assurance of eternal life; for we do not answer the clains that God has
upon us. W are not conpassionate and pitiful to humanity, because they
may not be kith or kin to us. You have been found transgressors of the
second great comandnent, upon which the | ast six commandnments depend.
VWosoever offendeth in one point, he is guilty of all. Those who do not
open their hearts to the wants and sufferings of humanity, wll not
open their hearts to the clains of God stated in the first four



precepts of the decal ogue. Idols claimthe heart and affections, and
God is not honored and does not reign suprene. p. 96, Para. 1, [250T].

You have, as a famly, nade a sad failure. You are not, in the
strictest sense, commandnent -keepers. You may be quite exact in sone
things, yet neglect the weightier matters, judgnent, nmercy, and the
| ove of God. Although the custons of the world are no criterion for us,
yet | have been shown that the pitying synpathy and the benevol ence of
the world for the unfortunate, in many cases, shane the professed
foll owers of Jesus Christ. Many manifest indifference to the cases of
t hose whom God has thrown in their nidst, for the purpose of testing
and proving them and developing what is in their hearts. God reads. He
mar ks every act of selfishness, every act of indifference to the
afflicted, the widows, and fatherless; and he wites against their
nanmes, Quilty, wanting, |aw breakers. W shall be rewarded as our works
have been. Any neglect of duty to the needy and to the afflicted is a
negl ect of duty to Christ in the person of his saints. p. 96, Para. 2,
[ 250T] .

When the cases of all conme in review before God, the question, What
did they profess? is never asked, but, Wat have they done? Have they
been doers of the word? Have they lived for thenselves, or have they
exercised in works of benevol ence, in deeds of kindness, in |ove,
preferring others before thensel ves, and denying thensel ves that they
m ght bl ess others? If the record shows that this has been their life,
that their characters have been marked with tenderness, self-deni al
and benevol ence, they will receive the bl essed assurance and
benedi ction from Christ, "Well done," "Cone, ye blessed of my Father
i nherit the kingdom prepared for you fromthe foundation of the world."
Christ has been grieved and wounded by your marked selfish | ove, and
indifference to the woes and needs of others. p. 97, Para. 1, [250T].

Many tinmes our efforts nay be disregarded and apparently | ost upon
others. But this should be no excuse for us to becone weary in well-
doi ng. How often has Jesus cone to find fruit upon the plants of his
care, and found nothing but | eaves! W may be di sappointed as to the
result of our best efforts; but this should not |lead us to be
indifferent to others' woes, and to do nothing. "Curse ye Meroz, said
the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof;
because they canme not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord
agai nst the mghty." How often is Christ disappointed in those who
profess to be his children! He has given them unn stakabl e evi dences of
his | ove. He becane poor, that through his poverty we might be nade
rich. He died for us, that we m ght not perish, but have eternal life.
What if Christ had refused to bear our iniquity, because he was
rejected by many, and so few appreciated his love and the infinite
bl essings he cane to bring then? W need to encourage patient,
pai nstaki ng efforts. Courage is now wanted, not |azy despondency and
fretful murnmuring. We are in this world to do work for the Master, and
not to study our inclination and pleasure, and to serve and glorify
oursel ves. Way, then, should we be inactive and di scouraged because we
do not see the immediate results we desire? p. 98, Para. 1, [250T].

Qur work is to toil in the vineyard of the Lord, not nerely for
ourselves, but for the good of others. Qur influence is a blessing or a
curse to others. We are here to form perfect characters for Heaven. W
have sonething to do besides repining and nurnmuring at God's



provi dence, and witing bitter things against ourselves. Qur adversary

will not allowus to rest. If we are indeed God's children, we shall be
harassed and sorely beset, and we need not expect that Satan, or those
under his influence, will treat us well. But there are angels who exce
in strength, who will be with us in all our conflicts, if we will only
be faithful. Christ conquered Satan in our behalf in the wlderness of
tenptation. He is nmightier than Satan, and he will shortly bruise him

under our feet. p. 99, Para. 1, [250T].

You have, as a fanily, and as individuals, excused yourselves from
earnest, active service in your Master's cause. You have been too
i ndol ent, and have | eft many of the heavier burdens, which you could
and shoul d bear, for others to carry. Your spiritual strength and

bl essing will be proportionate to the | abor of |ove and good works
whi ch you perform The injunction of the apostle is, "Bear ye one
anot her's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." Keeping the

commandnent s of God requires of us good works, self-denial, self-
sacrifice and devotion for the good of others; not that our good works
al one can save us, but that we surely cannot be saved without good

wor ks. After we have done all that we are capable of doing, we are then
to say, We have done no nore than our duty, and at best are
unprofitable servants, unworthy of the snmallest favor from God. Chri st
nmust be our righteousness, and the crown of our rejoicing. p. 99,

Para. 2, [250r1].

Sel f-righteousness and carnal security have cl osed you about as a
wall. As a famly, you possess a spirit of independence and pride. This
el ement separates you fromCod. It is a fault, a defect which nust be
seen and overcone. It is alnost inpossible for you to see your errors
and wongs. You have too good an opinion of yourselves, and it is
difficult for you to see and renove by confession the m stakes in your
lives. You are inclined to justify and defend your course in al npost
everyt hing, whether it be right or wong. While it is not too late for
wrongs to be righted, bring your hearts near to Jesus by humliation
and prayer, seeking to know yourselves. You nust be |ost unless you
arouse yourselves and work with Christ. You encase yourselves in a
cold, unfeeling, unsynpathizing arnor. There is but little life and
warnth in your associations with others. You live for yourselves, not
for Jesus Christ. You are careless and indifferent to the needs and
conditions of others less fortunate than yourselves. Al around you
there are those who have soul hunger, and who |long for |ove expressed
in wrds and deeds. Friendly synpathy and real feelings of tender
interest for others would bring you into close relation to our
Redeener, whose advent to the world was for the purpose of doing good,
and whose life we are to copy. What are you doing for Christ? "Strive
to enter in at the strait gate; for many, | say unto you, will seek to
enter in, and shall not be able.” p. 100, Para. 1, [250Tr].

There are many in our world who are starving for the | ove and synpat hy
whi ch you can give them There are nmen who |ove their w ves, but are
too selfish to manifest it. They have a false dignity and pride, and
wi |l not show their |ove by words and deeds. There are many nen who
never know how starved is the heart of the wife for words of tender
appreciation and affection. They bury their |oved ones fromtheir
sight, and murnur at the providence of God that has deprived them of
t heir conpani ons, when, could they look into the inner life of this
conmpani on, they would see that their own course was the cause of her



premature death. The religion of Jesus Christ will lead us to be kind
and courteous, and not so tenacious of our opinions. W should die to
self, and esteem others better than ourselves. p. 101, Para. 1

[ 250T] .

God's word is our standard; but how far have his professed people
departed fromit! Qur religious faith nmust not only be theoretical, but
practical. Pure and undefiled religion will not allow us to tranple
upon the rights of the I east of God's creatures, nuch | ess the nenbers
of God's body, and the nmenbers of our own famly. God is |ove; and
whoso dwelleth in God, dwelleth in | ove. The influence of worldly
sel fishness, which is carried about by some like a cloud, chilling the
very atnosphere that others breathe, causes sickness of soul, and
frequently chills to death. p. 102, Para. 1, [250T].

It will be a great cross for you to cultivate pure, unselfish |ove and
di si nterested benevol ence. To yield your opinions and ideas, to give up
your judgrment and follow the counsel of others, would be a great cross
to you. The several nenbers of your family now have famlies of their
own. But the same spirit which existed to a greater or less extent in
their father's honme, is carried to their own firesides, and is felt by
those outside of their famly circles. They |ack sweet sinplicity,
Christlike tenderness and unselfish | ove. They have a work to do in
overcom ng these selfish traits of character, in order to be fruitfu
branches in the true vine. Said Christ, "It is ny Father's good
pl easure that ye bear rmuch fruit." You need to bring Jesus near you, to
have him at your hones and in your hearts. You should not only have a
know edge of what is right, but should practice it fromright notives,
having an eye single to the glory of God. You nay be helps, if you wll
conply with the conditions given in the word of God. p. 102, Para. 2,

[ 250T].

The religion of Jesus Christ neans sonething nore than talk. The
ri ght eousness of Christ consists in right actions and good works from
pure, unselfish notives. Qutside righteousness, while the i nward

adorning is wanting, will be of no avail. "This, then, is the nessage
whi ch we have heard of him and declare unto you, that God is |ight,
and in himis no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship

with him and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth; but if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
anot her, and the bl ood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin." If we have not the light and | ove of God, we are not his
children. If we gather not with Christ, we scatter abroad. W all have
an influence, and that influence is telling upon the destiny of others,
for their present and future good, or for their eternal loss. p. 103,
Para. 1, [250r1].

C---- and E---- both lack synpathy and | ove for those outside of their
own famlies. They are in danger of watching others, to see defects,
while greater evils exist undiscerned with thenselves. |f these dear
soul s enter Heaven, they nust die to self, and obtain an experience in
wel | doing. They have lessons to learn in the school of Christ, in
order to perfect Christian characters, and have a oneness with Christ.
Said Christ to his disciples, "Unless ye be converted and becone as
this little child, ye cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven." He expl ai ned
his meaning to them He did not wish themto becone children in
understanding, but in nalice. Little children do not manifest feelings



of superiority and aristocracy. They are sinple and natural in their
appearance. Christ would have his followers cultivate unaffected
manners, that their whol e bearing nmight be hunble and Christlike. He
has made it our duty to live for others' good. He cane fromthe roya
courts of Heaven to this world to show how great an interest he had in
man; and the infinite price paid for the redenption of man shows that
man is of so great value that Christ could sacrifice his riches and
honor in the royal courts, to lift himfromthe degradation of sin. p.
104, Para. 1, [250T1].

If the Majesty of Heaven could do so much to evidence his I[ove for
man, what ought not nmen to be willing to do for each other, to help one
anot her up out of the pit of darkness and suffering? Said Christ, "Love
one another as | have love you;" not with a greater love, for "greater
| ove hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends." Qur love is frequently selfish; for we confine it to
prescribed limts. When we conme into close union and fellowship with
Jesus Christ, our |ove and synpathy, and our works of benevol ence, will
reach down deeper, and will wi den and strengthen with exercise. The
| ove and interest of Christ's followers nmust be as broad as the world.
Those who live nerely for "me and mine" will fail of Heaven. God calls
upon you, as a famly, to cultivate |Iove, to becone |ess sensitive in
regard to yourselves, and nmore sensitive to the griefs and trials of
others. This selfish spirit that you have cherished all your lives is
correctly represented by the priest and Levite who passed by the
unfortunate on the other side. They saw that he needed hel p, but
purposely avoided him p. 105, Para. 1, [250T].

All and each of you need to awake and face square about, to get out of
the cart-rut of selfishness. Inprove the short probationary time given
you in working with your mght to redeemthe failures of your past
life. God has placed you in a world of suffering to prove you, to see
if you will be found worthy of the gift of eternal life. There are
those all around you who have woes, who need words of synpathy, |ove,
and tenderness, and our hunble, pitying prayers. Sone are suffering
under the iron hand of poverty, sone with disease, and others with
heartaches, despondency, and gl oom Like Job, you should be eyes to the
blind and feet to the lanme, and you should inquire into the cause of
t hem whi ch you know not, and search it out, with the object to relieve
their necessities, and help just where they nost need help. p. 106,
Para. 1, [250r1].

J---- needs to cultivate love for his wife, love that will find
expression in words and deeds. He should cultivate tender affection
H's wife has a sensitive, clinging nature, and needs to be nourished.
Every word of tenderness, every word of appreciation and affectionate
encouragenent, will be cherished by her, and reflected back in
bl essi ngs upon her husband. Hi s unsynpathi zi ng nature needs to brought
into close contact with Christ, that that stiffness and cold reserve
may be subdued and softened by Christ's divine love. It will not be
weakness, or a sacrifice of manhood and dignity, to give his wife
expressions of tenderness and synpathy in words and acts; and let it
not end with the fanmily circle but extend to those outside the fanmly.
J---- has a work to do for hinself that no other can do for him He may
grow strong in the Lord by bearing burdens in his cause. His affection
and | ove shoul d be centered upon Christ and heavenly things, and he
shoul d be formng a character for everlasting life. p. 106, Para. 2,



[ 250T] .

Dear E---- has very limted ideas of what constitutes a Christian. She
has freed herself from burdens which Christ has borne for her. She is
not willing to bear his cross, and has not exercised to the best

account the ability and talents given her of God. She has not grown
strong in noral fortitude and courage, nor felt the weight of
i ndi vi dual responsibility. She has not |oved to bear reproach for

Christ's sake, considering the pronise, "If ye be reproached for the
name of Christ, happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you.” "If we suffer, we shall also reign with him" The

Master has a work for each to do. None can be idle, none can be

carel ess and selfish, and yet perfect Christian character. He wants al
of your family to unclose their hearts to the benign influence of his
| ove and grace, that their conpassion for others may overflow the
boundari es of self and the enclosures of famly walls, as did the
Samaritan's to the poor, suffering stranger who was neglected and | eft
to die by the priest and Levite. | was shown that there are nany who
need our synpathy and advice; and when we consider that we can pass
through this world but once, how inportant that we go through it as we
ought; for we can never return to repair the errors and m stakes we
have made. p. 107, Para. 1, [250T1].

I was shown the case of C---- sonme tinme ago. Her errors and w ongs
were faithfully portrayed before her; but in the last view given ne, |
saw that the wongs still existed, that she was cold and unsynpat hi zi ng

wi th her husband's children. Correction and reproof are not given by
her for nerely grave offenses, but for trivial matters that should pass
by unnoticed. p. 108, Para. 1, [250T].

Constant fault-finding is wong, and the Spirit of Christ cannot abide
in the heart where it exists. She is disposed to pass over the good in
her children without a word of approval, but is ever ready to bear down
with censure if any wong is seen. p. 108, Para. 2, [250T].

This ever discourages children, and will |ead to habits of

heedl essness. It stirs up the evil in the heart, and causes it to cast
up mire and dirt. In children who are habitually censured, there wl]l
be a spirit of "I don't care,” and evil passions will frequently be
mani f ested, regardl ess of consequences. p. 109, Para. 1, [250T].

Whenever the nmother can speak a word of comrendation for the good
conduct of her children, she should do so. She should encourage them by

words of approval and a | ook of love. This will be as sunshine to the
heart of a child, and will lead to the cultivation of self-respect and
pride of character. Sister C---- should cultivate | ove and synpat hy.

She shoul d mani fest tender affection for the notherless children under
her care. This would be a blessing to these children of God's |ove, and
woul d be refl ected back upon her in affection and |ove. p. 109, Para.
2, [250r1].

Chi |l dren have sensitive, loving natures. They are easily pleased, and
easily made unhappy. By gentle discipline in |loving wrds and acts,

not hers may bind their children to their hearts. To mani fest severity,
and to be exacting with children, is a great mstake. Uniformfirnmmess
and uni npassi oned control are necessary to the discipline of every
fam ly. Say what you nmean calmy, nove with consideration, and carry



out what you say w thout deviation. p. 109, Para. 3, [250T].

It will pay to nmanifest affection in your association with your
children. Do not repel them by lack of synpathy in their childish
sports, joys, and griefs. Never let a frown gather upon your brow, or a
harsh word escape your lips. God wites all these words in his book of
records. Harsh words sour the tenper and wound the hearts of children
and in some are difficult to heal. Children are sensitive to the |east
i njustice, and sone becone di scouraged under it, and will neither heed
the |l oud, angry voice of comrand, nor care for threatenings of
puni shment. Rebellion is too frequently established in the hearts of
children through the wong discipline of the parents, when if a proper
course had been taken, the children would have fornmed good and
har moni ous characters. A nother who does not have perfect control of
herself is unfit to have the managenent of children. p. 110, Para. 1,
[ 250T].

Bro. ---- is nolded by the positive tenperanment of his wife. He has
beconme in a degree selfish like her. Hs mind is alnost conpletely
occupied by "me and mne," to the exclusion of other things of
infinitely nore inportance. He does not take his position in his famly
as father of his flock, and, unprejudiced and uni nfluenced, pursue a
uni formcourse with his children. His wife is not, and never can be, a
true nother to his notherless children unless she is transforned. And
Bro. stood in the position God would have him These not herl ess

children are God's little ones, precious in his sight. Bro. ---- has
naturally a tender, refined, |oving, generous, sensitive nature, while
his wife is exactly the opposite. Instead of Bro. ----'s nolding and

softening the character of his wife, she is transformng him p. 110,
Para. 2, [250r1].

He thinks that in order to have peace he nust |et things pass which
trouble his mnd. He has | earned that subnission and the yielding of
her opinion are not to be expected. She will rule. She will carry out
her ideas at any cost. Unless they are both in earnest in their efforts
to reform they will not obtain eternal life. They have had |ight, but
have neglected to followit. Selfish |ove of the world has blinded
their perceptions and hardened their hearts. C---- needs to see that
unl ess she | ays aside her selfishness, overconmes her will and her
t enper, she cannot have Heaven. She would mar all Heaven with these
el ements in her character. | warn sister C---- to repent. | call upon
her in the nane of ny Master to arouse quickly from her stupid
i ndi fference, and to heed the counsel of the True Wtness and zeal ously
repent, or she inperils her soul. p. 111, Para. 1, [250T].

God is nerciful. He will now accept the offering of a broken heart and
a contrite spirit. WIIl sister C--- excuse herself as did the Levite
and the priest, in not seeing and feeling others' woes, by passing by
on the other side? God holds her accountable for neglect of duty in not
exerci sing synpathy and tenderness for the unfortunate. She does not
keep the commandnents of God which plainly show her duty to her
nei ghbor. Said Christ to the |awer, "This do, and thou shalt have
life." Thus a neglect of duty to our neighbor will result in our |oss
of eternal life. p. 112, Para. 1, [250T].

E----, poor child, Iike many others, has a work to do that she has
never dreamed of. She has backslidden from God. Her thoughts are too



much of herself, and she seeks to please the world, not by
disinterested love for souls and in seeking to turn themto Christ, but
in her absence of spirituality, in her conformty to the world in
spirit and works. She should die to self and obtain an experience in
wel | -doing. She is cold and unsynpat hi zi ng. She needs to have all this
i cy, unapproachable spirit subdued, and nelted away by the sunshine of
Christ's love. E---- is very nmuch shut up within herself. God saw that
she was a poor, dwarfed plant, bearing no fruit, nothing but |eaves.
Her thoughts were al nost exclusively occupied by "me and mine." He has
in mercy been pruning this plant of his |Iove, by |lopping off the
branches, that the root mght strike down deeper. He has been seeking
to draw this child to hinmself. Her religious |ife has been al nost
entirely without fruit. This child is accountable for the talent God
has given her. She nay be useful. She may be a co-worker with Christ if
she will break down the wall of selfishness which has shut her away
fromGod's light and love. p. 112, Para. 2, [250T].

There are many who need our synpathy and advice, but not that advice
which inplies superiority in the giver, and inferiority in the
receiver. E---- needs the softening, nelting | ove of God in her heart.
Every | ook, and the tone of the voice, should be nodul ated by
t hought ful consideration, and tender, respectful |ove. The tone of the
voi ce and every look that inplies, "I am superior,” chills the
at nosphere of her presence, and is nmore like an icicle than a ray of
light that gives warnmth. Your influence is positive. You nold those who
associate with you, or else you cannot agree with them You have not
the | east thought of being nolded yourself by the better influence of
ot hers, and of yielding your judgment and your opinions to them You

will reason for your way, and justify your ideas and your course. |f
you do not convince others, you will recur again and again to the sane
point. This trait in your character will be a valuable one if
sanctified to God, and controlled by his Holy Spirit; but if not, it
will prove a curse to yourself and a curse to others. Assertions and
advi ce which savor of a dictatorial spirit are not good fruit. You need
the softening, nelting love of Christ in your heart, which will be

reflected in all your acts toward your famly, and to all who are
brought under your influence. p. 113, Para. 1, [250T].

| fear, greatly fear, that C---- will fail of Heaven. She |oves the
worl d and the things of the world so well that she has no |love to spare
for Jesus. She is so encrusted in selfishness that the illumnating

Iight from Heaven cannot penetrate the cold, dark walls of self-Iove
and sel f-esteem which she has been building up for a lifetinme. Love is
the key to open hearts; but the precious plant of |love has not been

cherished. C---- has so long blinded her eyes to her selfishness that
she cannot now discern it. She has had so little experinmental religion
that she is, in heart, of the world, and | fear that this world will be
all the Heaven she will ever have. Her influence over her husband is

not good. He does not see the necessity of being fortified by the grace
of God to stand with true noral fortitude for the right. He is swayed
by his wife's influence. p. 114, Para. 1, [250T].

Not only does she not feel and do the works God requires her to do,

but she exerts an overpowering influence to hold her husband and tie
hi s hands. And she has succeeded to a great extent. He is blinded. Bro.
---- should consider that God has clains upon himwhich are above every
earthly relationship. He needs the eyesalve, the white rainent, and the



gold, that he may have a symetrical character, and an abundant
entrance into the kingdom of God. Nothing short of an entire conversion
can ever open the soul of his wife to see her errors, and to confess
her wrongs. p. 115, Para. 1, [250T1].

C---- has great changes to nmake, which she has not nade because she
did not realize her true condition and could not see the necessity of
reform So far frombeing willing to | earn of the heavenly Teacher who
was neek and lowy of heart, she considers neekness servility; and the
becoming spirit and lowiness of mind to esteemothers better than
hersel f, she regards as degrading and hunmiliating. C--- has a
positive, inperious, proud, self-willed spirit. She does not see
anything particularly desirable in a nmeek and quiet spirit, that she
shoul d covet it. This val uabl e ornanent possesses so little value for
her that she cannot consent to wear it. She has, too frequently, a
spirit of resentnent which is as opposite to the Spirit of God as the
east is fromthe west. p. 115, Para. 2, [250T1].

True gentleness is a gemof great value in the sight of God. A neek
and quiet spirit will ever be |ooking out, not for happiness for
itself, but will seek for self-forgetful ness, and find sweet content
and true satisfaction in nmaking others happy. p. 116, Para. 1, [250T].

In the providence of God, sister P---- has been separated from her
father's famly. And although she bore the characteristics of the
fam |y association, with others, bearing grave responsibilities has |ed
her out of herself, and has given her an interest in others' woes. She
has, in a measure, opened her heart in synpathy and |love for God's
fam |y, taking an interest in others. The work and cause of God have
engaged her attention. She has felt, in some degree, that poor fallen
nortals were one great brotherhood. She has had to educate herself to
think for others, and do for others, and forget self; and yet she has
not cultivated as thoroughly as she should that interest, synpathy, and
affection for others that are necessary for the followers of Christ.
She needs to have greater synpathy and less terse and rigid justice. As
she has given her interest and her tine to the great subject of health
reform she has reached our beyond self. As she has done this, she has
been bl essed. The nore she does for others' good, the nore she sees to
do, and the nore she feels inclined to do. p. 116, Para. 2, [250T].

This working for others frequently brings her into trying positions,
where the exercise of faith is necessary to bring her through hard and
trying scenes. The answer is realized to earnest prayers; and faith,
| ove, and confidence in God are strengthened. Through oft-repeated
perplexities and trials, experience is obtained. God is nolding the
heart into sonething nore like hinmself. And yet self clanmprs constantly
for the victory. Sister P---- needs to cultivate nore tenderness and
t houghtful care in her daily connection with others. She needs to study
to subdue self. If P---- is indeed a Christian, she will feel that she
nust devote the best part, and if need be, the whole, of her life to
unsel fish, patient toil, and thus show her love for the Master. Wthout
this experience she would fall far short of the perfection of Christian
character. p. 117, Para. 1, [250T].

Sister P---- has taken sone advance steps, and the famly feel that
she has left them and this is a crucifixion to them They do not fee
that she now has the sane interest and affections and objects in life



with thenselves. They feel that they can no | onger enjoy, as fornerly,
the society of their sister. They feel that she is to blame, that she
has changed, and her synpathy is no |onger one with theirs. The reason
of this lack of assimlation of feeling is, that sister P---- has been
advancing in feeling for others' woes, while they have been sl ot hful
servants, not doing the work God has given themto do on earth. They
have been, consequently retrograding. The fam |y have selfishly shut up
their interest and affection to thenselves and the | ove of the world.
P---- has been a worker in a good cause. The subject of health reform
has been to her one of great inportance, for her experience has shown
her its necessity. p. 117, Para. 2, [250T].

Her father's fam|ly have not seen the necessity of health reform They
have not seen the part that it acts in the closing work of these | ast
days, because they were not inclined to see. They have dropped into the
cart-rut of custom and to nmake the effort required to get out, is a
difficult work. They would rather be let alone. It is a terrible thing
to rust, frominaction. This famly will surely be weighed in the
bal ances and found wanting unl ess they begin at once to do sonething.
"Now i f any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his." This
is close | anguage. Who can stand the test? The word of God is to us a
daguerreotype of the mnd of God and of Christ, also of man fallen, and
man renewed after the image of Christ, possessing the divine mnd. W
may conpare our thoughts, feelings, and intentions, with the picture of
Christ. W have no relationship with himunless we are willing to work
the works of Christ. p. 118, Para. 1, [250T].

Christ canme to do his Father's will. Are we following in his steps?
Al'l who have naned the nane of Christ should be constantly seeking for
a nore intinmate acquai ntance with him that they may wal k even as he
wal ked, and do the works of Christ. We should appropriate the | essons
of his life to our lives. "Christ gave hinself for us that he m ght
redeemus fromall iniquity, and purify unto hinself a peculiar people
zeal ous of good works. Hereby perceive we the |ove of God; because he
laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren." Here is the work of self-denial which we must enter upon
with cheerfulness, in inmtation of the exanple of our Redeener. The
Christian's |ife nust be one of conflict and of sacrifice. The path of
duty should be followed; not the path of inclination and of choice. p.
119, Para. 1, [250T1].

When the famly of Bro. L---- see the work before them and do the
work God has left themto do, they will not be so widely separated from
Bro. and sister W--- and sister P----, and those who are workers in
union with the Master. It may take tinme to attain perfect subnission to
God's will, but we can never stop short of it and be fitted for Heaven.
True religion will lead its professor on to perfection. Your thoughts,
your words, and your actions, as well as your appetites and passions,
must be brought into subjection to the will of God. You nust bear fruit
unto holiness. You will be exercised to defend the poor, the
fatherless, the notherless, and the afflicted. You will do justice to
the wi dow and relieve the needy. You will deal justly, |ove nercy, and
wal k hunmbly before God. p. 119, Para. 2, [250T].

We nust let Christ into our hearts and hones if we would walk in the
light. Home should be nmade all that the nane inplies. It should be a
little Heaven upon earth, a place where the affections are cultivated



i nstead of being studiously repressed. Qur happi ness depends upon this
cultivation of |ove, sympathy, and polite courtesy to one another. Wy
there are so nmany hard-hearted men and wonmen in our world is because
true affection has been regarded as weakness, and has been di scouraged
and repressed. The better part of the nature of those of this class was
perverted and dwarfed in chil dhood, and unless rays of divine |light can
nmelt away their coldness and hard-hearted sel fishness, the happi ness of
such is buried forever. If we would have tender hearts, such as Jesus
had when he was upon the earth, and sanctified synpathy, such as the
angel s have for sinful nortals, we nust cultivate the synpathies of
chi l dhood, which are sinplicity itself. Then we shall be refined,

el evated, and directed by heavenly principles. p. 120, Para. 1

[ 250T].

A cultivated intellect is a great treasure; but w thout the softening
i nfluence of synpathy and sanctified love, it is not of the highest

val ue. We want words and deeds of tender consideration for others. A
thousand little attentions we can manifest in friendly words and

pl easant | ooks, which will be reflected back upon us agai n. Thoughtl ess
Christians manifest in their neglect of others that they are not in
union with Christ. It is inpossible to be in union with Christ and yet
be forgetful of others' rights, and be unkind to others. Many | ong
intensely for friendly synpathy. God has given each of us an identity
of our own, which cannot be subnerged in another; but our individua
characteristics will be nmuch less promnent if we are indeed Christ's,
and his will is ours. Qur lives should be, as was our Saviour's,
consecrated to the good and happi ness of others. W should be self-
forgetful, and ever |ooking out for opportunities, even in little
things, to show gratitude for the favors we have received of others,
and watching for opportunities to cheer and lighten, and relieve the
sorrows and burdens of others, by acts of tender kindness and little
deeds of |ove. these thoughtful courtesies in our famlies, that extend
outside the famly circle, help nmake up the sumof |ife's happiness;
and the neglect of these little things makes up the sumof life's
bitterness and sorrow. p. 121, Para. 1, [250T].

It is the work we do, or do not do, that tells with tremendous power
upon our |ives and destinies. God requires us to inprove every
opportunity for usefulness that is offered us. Neglect in doing this is
perilous to our spiritual gromh. W have a great work to do. Let us
not pass, in idleness, the precious hours that God has given us in
which to perfect characters for Heaven. W nmust not be inactive or
slothful in this work; for we have not a nonent to spend w thout a
purpose or object. God will help us to overconme our wongs, if we wll
pray, and believe on him W shall be nore than conquerors through H m
who hath | oved us. When this short life in this world is ended, and we
see as we are seen and know as we are known, how short in duration and
how small will appear to us the things of this world in conparison with
the glory of the better world. Christ would never have left the roya
courts and taken humanity, and becone sin for the race, had he not seen
that man might, with his help, becone infinitely happy, and attain
durable riches, and a |ife that would run parallel with the |ife of
God. He knew that without his help sinful man could not attain these
things. p. 122, Para. 1, [250T].

We shoul d have the spirit of progress. W nust guard continually
agai nst being fixed in our views, feelings and actions. The work of God



is onward. Reforms nust be carried on, and we nust take hold and help
nmove on the car of reform Energy, tenpered with patience and anbition
bal anced by wi sdom is now needed by every Christian. The work of
saving souls is yet left to us, the disciples of Christ. W are not one
of us excused. Many in their Christian |ife have becone dwarfed and
stunted, frominaction. W should enploy our time diligently while in
this world. How earnestly should we i nprove every opportunity of doing
good, of bringing others to the know edge of the truth. Qur notto
shoul d ever be, Onward, higher,--surely, steadily onward to duty and to
victory. p. 123, Para. 1, [250Tr].

| have been shown, in regard to the individuals nentioned, that God
| oves them and would save themif they would be saved in his appointed
way. "And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge themas gold and silver, that
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shal
the offering of Judah and Jerusal em be pleasant unto the Lord, as in
the days of old, and as in former years." Here is the process, the
refining, purifying process, to be carried on by the Lord of hosts. The
work is nost trying to the soul, but it is only through this process
that the rubbish and defiling inpurities can be renoved. Qur trials are
all necessary to bring us close to our Heavenly Father, in obedience to
his will, that we may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness.
God has given each of you, whose names are here nentioned,
capabilities, talents to i nprove. You each need a new and living
experience in the divine life, in order to do the will of God. No
anount of past experience will suffice for the present, or wll
strengthen us to overcome the difficulties in our path. W nust have
new grace and fresh strength daily in order to be victorious. p. 123,
Para. 2, [250r1].

We are seldom in all respects, placed in the sane condition tw ce.
Abraham Mbses, Elijah, Daniel, and many others, were all sorely tried,
but not in the sane way. Every one has his individual tests and trials
in the drama of life, but the very sanme trials seldomcone twi ce. Each
has his own experience, peculiar in its character and circunstances, to
acconplish a certain work. God has a work, a purpose, in the life of
each and all of us. Every act, however snmall, has its place in our life
experience. W must have the continual |ight and experience that cone
fromGod. We all need it, and God is nmore than willing we shoul d have
it, if we will take it. He has not closed the wi ndows of heaven to your
prayers, but you have felt satisfied to pass on without the divine help
you so rmuch need. p. 124, Para. 1, [250T].

How little you know the bearing of your daily acts upon the history of
others. You may think that what you may do and what you may say are of
littl e consequence, when the nmpst inmportant results for good or evi
are the consequence of our words and actions. The words and actions

| ooked upon as so uninportant and so small, are links in the long chain
of human events. You have not felt the need of God's manifesting his
will tous in all the acts of our daily life. Wth our first parents,

the desire for a single gratification of appetite opened the flood-gate
of woe and sin to this world. Wuld that you, my dear sisters, m ght
feel that every step you take nmay have a lasting and controlling

i nfl uence upon your own |lives and the characters of others. Ch! how
much need, then, of communion with God. Wat need of divine grace to
direct every step and show us how to perfect Christian characters. p.



125, Para. 1, [250T].

Christians will have new scenes and new trials to pass through, where
our past experience cannot be a sufficient guide. We need to | earn of
the divine Teacher as nuch now, and even nore, than at any period of
our lives. And the nore experience we gain, the nearer we draw toward
the pure light of Heaven, the nore shall we discern in ourselves that
needs reform ng. We may all do a good work in blessing others, if we

wi |l seek counsel of God, and follow on in obedience and faith. The
path of the just is a progressive one, fromstrength to strength, from
grace to grace, and fromglory to glory. The divine illum nation wll

i ncrease nore and nore, corresponding with our onward nmovenents,
qualifying us to neet the responsibilities and emergenci es before us.
p. 126, Para. 1, [250T1].

When trials press you, when despondency and dark unbelief control your
t houghts, when sel fishness nolds your actions, you do not see your need
of God, and a deep and thorough know edge of his will; you know not the
will of God; neither can you know it when you live for self. You rely
upon your good intentions and resolutions, and the principal sum of
life is conposed of resolutions made and resol uti ons broken. What you
all need is to die to self, cease clinging to self, and surrender to
God. Jadly would I confort you if | could. Gadly would | praise your
good qualities, and good purposes, and good acts; but God was not
pl eased to show ne these. He presented before nme the hindrances to your
gai ning the noble, elevated, character of holiness needful for you to
have, that you nay not | ose the heavenly rest and i mortal glory he
woul d have you attain. Look away from yourselves to Jesus. He is all
and in all. The nerits of the blood of a crucified and risen Saviour
will avail to cleanse fromthe | east and greatest sin. Comit, in
trusting faith, the keeping of your souls to God, as unto a faithfu
Creator. Be not continually in fear and apprehension that God will
| eave you. He never will unless you depart fromhim Christ will cone
in and dwell with you if you will open the door of your hearts to him
There may be perfect harnony between you and the Father, and with his
Son if you will die to self and Iive unto God. p. 126, Para. 2,

[ 250rT] .

How few are aware that they have darling idols, that they have
cherished sins. God sees these sins to which you may be blinded, and he
works with his pruning knife to strike deep and separate these
cherished sins fromyou. You all want to choose for yourselves the
process of purification. How hard it is for you to submit to the
crucifixion of self; but when the work is all subnmitted to God, to him
who knows our weaknesses and our sinful ness, he takes the very best way
to bring about the desired results. It was through constant conflict
and sinple faith that Enoch wal ked with God. You may all do the sane.
You may be thoroughly converted and transformed, and be indeed children

of his will, but |eading others, by your exanple, in the sane path of
hunbl e obedi ence and consecration. Real godliness is diffusive and
communi cative. The psal mi st says, "l have not hid Thy righteousness in
my heart. | have declared thy faithful ness and thy sal vation. | have

not conceal ed thy | oving-kindness and thy truth fromthe great
congregation." Werever the love of God is, there is always a desire to
express it. p. 127, Para. 1, [250T].

May God help you all to make earnest efforts for everlasting life, and



earnest efforts to lead others in the path of holiness. EGW p. 128,
Para. 1, [250r1].

Epi stl e Nunber Three. p. 129, Para. 1, [250T].

Dear Bro. ----: | would make one nore effort to warn you to be in
earnest to gain the kingdom Warning after warning has been given you,
whi ch you have not heeded. But oh! if you would even now repent of your
past wong course and turn to the Lord, it mght not be too late for
wrongs to be righted. Al the powers of your m nd have been devoted to
nmoney getting. You have worshi ped noney. It has been your god. The rod
of God is hanging over you. His judgments may overtake you at any
monment, and you go down to the grave unready, your garnments spotted and
stained with the corruptions of the world. What is your record in
Heaven? Every dollar you have accunul ated has been |like an extra |ink
in the chain that fastens you to this poor world. Your passion to get
gai n has been continually strengthening. The burden of your thoughts
has been how you could obtain nore means. You have a fearfu
experience, which should be a warning to those who allow the | ove of
the world to take possession of their souls. You have becone mammon's
slave. What will you say when the Master shall demand of you an account
of your stewardshi p? You have all owed the | ove of nobney getting to
become the ruling passion of your life. You are as nuch intoxicated
with the love of npbney as the inebriate is with his liquor. p. 129,
Para. 2, [250r1].

Jesus has plead that the unfruitful tree nmight be spared a little

| onger; and | meke one nore plea for you to nake no faint effort, but a
nost earnest one, for the kingdom Rescue yourself fromthe snare of
Satan before the word, "He is joined to his idols, let himalone,"”

shal |l be spoken in regard to you in Heaven. All noney |lovers, |ike
yourself, will one day cry in bitter anguish, Ch! the deceitful ness of
riches. | have sold nmy soul for nobney. Your only hope now is to nmake no
feeble nmove, but to turn square about. Resolutely call to your aid the
power of the will that you have so |ong exercised in the wong
direction, and now work in the opposite direction. This is the only way
for you to overcone covetousness. p. 130, Para. 1, [250T].

God has opened ways in which covetousness can be overcone, by
perform ng benevol ent deeds. You are saying, by your life, that you
esteemthe treasures of the world greater than imortal riches. You are
sayi ng, Farewell Heaven; farewell inmortal life; | have chosen this
worl d. The pearl of great price is being bartered away for present
gain. While thus admoni shed of God, while in his providence he has
already, as it were, placed your feet in the dark river, will you, dare
you, cultivate your noney-loving propensities? WIIl you, in the |ast
act of a misspent life, overreach and retain that which is another's
just due? WIIl you reason yourself into the belief that you are doing
justice to your brother? WIIl you add another act of schem ng and
overreaching to those already existing against you, and witten in the
records above? Shall the blow of God's retributive judgnent fall upon
you, and you be called wi thout warning to pass through the dark waters?
p. 130, Para. 2, [250r1].

Qur Saviour frequently and earnestly rebuked the sin of covetousness.
"And he said unto them Take heed, and beware of covetousness; for a
man's |ife consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he



possesseth. And he spake a parable unto them saying, The ground of a
certain rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought wi thin

hi nsel f, saying, What shall | do, because | have no room where to
bestow ny fruits? And he said, This will | do: I will pull down ny
barns, and build greater; and there will | bestow all nmy fruits and ny
goods. And | will say to nmy soul, Soul, thou hast nuch goods laid up

for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be nerry. But God said
unto him Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee;

t hen whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he
that |ayeth up treasure for hinmself, and is not rich toward God." p.
131, Para. 1, [250T1].

God has made a law for his people that a tenth of all the increase
shoul d be his. | have given you, saith God, nine-tenths, | ask one-
tenth of all the increase. That one-tenth the rich man had withheld
fromGod. If he had not done this, if he had | oved God suprenely,

i nstead of |oving and serving hinself, he would not have accunul ated so
great treasures that there would be | ack of roomto bestow them Had he
best owed hi s goods upon his needy brethren, to supply their

necessities, there would have been no need of tearing down and building
greater barns. But he had disregarded the principles of the | aw of GCod.
He had not loved the Lord with all his heart, and his nei ghbor as

hi rsel f. Had he used his wealth as a bounty lent himof God, with which
to do good, he would have laid up treasure in Heaven and been rich in
good works. p. 132, Para. 1, [250T1].

The |l ength and useful ness of |life do not consist in the amount of our
earthly possessions. Those who use their wealth in doing good will see
no necessity for large accunulation in this world; for the treasure
which is used to advance the cause of God, and which is given to the
needy in Christ's nane, is given to Christ, and he lays it up for us in
t he bank of Heaven in bags which wax not old. He who does this is rich
toward God, and his heart will be where his treasures are secured. He
who hunbly uses what God has given for the honor of the Gver, freely
giving as he has received, may feel the peace and assurance in all his
busi ness that God's hand is over himfor good, and he hinself will bear
the impress of God, having the Father's snile. p. 132, Para. 2,

[ 250rT1] .

Many have pitied the ot of the Israel of God, in being conpelled to
gi ve systematically, besides other liberal offerings yearly. An all-
wi se God knew best what system of benevol ence woul d be in accordance
with his providence, and has given his people directions in regard to
it. It has ever proved that nine-tenths were worth nmore to themthan
ten-tenths. Those who thought to increase their gain by withhol ding
fromGod, or in bringing to himan inferior offering, the lanme, the
blind, or diseased, were sure to suffer loss. p. 133, Para. 1, [250T].

Provi dence, though unseen, is ever at work in the affairs of nen.
God' s hand can prosper or withhold; and he frequently w thholds from
one while he seens to prosper another. Al this is to test and prove
men, and to reveal the heart. He lets misfortune overtake one brother
whil e he prosper another, to see if the man he has favored has his fear
before his eyes, and will follow out the direction enjoined upon himin
his word to | ove his neighbor as hinself, and help his poorer brother
froma love to do good. Acts of generosity and benevol ence were
designed by God to keep the hearts of the children of nmen tender and



synpathetic and to encourage in theman interest and affection for one

another, in imtation of the Master, who for sakes becane poor, that we
t hrough his poverty mght be made rich. The law of tithing was founded

upon an enduring principle, and was designed to be a blessing to man

p. 133, Para. 2, [250r1].

The system of benevol ence was arranged to prevent the great evil,
covetousness. Christ saw that in the prosecution of business the |ove
of riches would be the greatest evil to root out of the heart true
godl i ness. He saw that the |love of nobney would freeze deep and hard
into nen's souls, stopping the flow of generous inpul ses, and cl osing
their senses to the wants of the suffering and afflicted. "Take heed,"”
was his oft-repeated warning, "and beware of covetousness." "Ye cannot
serve God and manmon." The oft-repeated and striking warnings of our
Redeener are in marked contrast with the actions of his professed
foll owers who evidence in their lives so great eagerness to be rich
and who show that the words of Christ are |ost upon them Covetousness
is one of the nobst conmon and popul ar sins of these |ast days, and this
sin has a paralyzing influence upon the soul. p. 134, Para. 1, [250T].

Bro. ----, the desire for wealth has been central idea of your m nd.
Thi s one passion for noney getting has deadened every high and noble
consi deration, and has nade you indifferent to the needs and interests
of others. You have nmade yourself nearly as uninpressible as a piece of
iron. Your gold and silver are cankered, and have beconme an eating
canker to the soul. Had your benevol ence grown with your riches, you
woul d have regarded noney as a neans with which you could do good. p
135, Para. 1, [250T].

Qur Redeener, who knew man's danger in regard to covetousness, has
provi ded a safeguard against this dreadful evil. He has arranged the
pl an of salvation so that it shall begin and end in benevol ence. Chri st
of fered hinself, an infinite sacrifice. This, in and of itself, bears
directly agai nst covetousness and exalts benevol ence. p. 135, Para. 2,
[ 250T].

Constant, self-denying benevolence is God's renedy for the cankering
sin of covetousness and sel fishness. God has arranged systematic
benevol ence to sustain his cause and relieve the necessities of the
suffering and needy. He has ordai ned that giving should becone a habit,
that it may counteract the dangerous and deceitful sin of covetousness.
Continual giving starves covetousness to death. Systenatic benevol ence
is designed in the order of God to tear away treasures fromthe
covetous as fast as they are gained, and to consecrate themto the
Lord, to whom they belong. p. 135, Para. 3, [250T].

This systemis so arranged that men may give sonething fromtheir
wages every day, and lay by for their Lord a portion of the profits of
every investnment. The constant practice of God's plan of systematic
benevol ence weakens covetousness and strengthens benevol ence. |If riches
i ncrease, nen, even professing godliness, set the heart upon them and
the nore they have, the less they give into the treasury of the Lord.
Thus, riches nmake nen selfish, and hoardi ng feeds covetousness, and
these evils strengthen by active exercise. God knows our danger, and
has hedged us about with nmeans to prevent our own ruin. God requires
the constant exercise of benevol ence, that the force of habit in good
wor ks may break the force of habit in an opposite direction. p. 136,



Para. 1, [250T1].

God required an appropriation of nmeans for benevol ent objects, every
week, that in the frequent exercise of this good quality the heart

m ght be kept open like a flowing stream and not allowed to close up
By exercise, benevolence is constantly enlarging and strengthening
until it becones a principle, and reigns a queen in the soul. It is

hi ghly dangerous to spirituality to allow selfishness and covetousness
the least roomin the heart. p. 136, Para. 2, [250T].

The word of God has nmuch to say in regard to sacrificing. Riches are
fromthe Lord, and belong to him "Both riches and honor come of thee."
"The silver is mne and the gold is mne, saith the Lord of hosts."
"For every beast of the forest is nne, and the cattle upon a thousand
hills." "The earth is the Lord's, and the full ness thereof; the world,
and they that dwell therein." It is the Lord thy God that giveth thee
power to get wealth. p. 137, Para. 1, [250T].

Ri ches are in thensel ves transient and unsatisfying. W are warned not
to trust in uncertain riches. "Riches certainly make thensel ves w ngs;
they fly away." "Lay not up for yourself treasures upon the earth,
where noth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and
steal ." p. 137, Para. 2, [250T].

Ri ches bring no relief in man's greatest distress. "Riches profit not
in the day of wath." "Neither their silver nor their gold shall be
able to deliver themin the day of the Lord's wath." "Because there is
wrath, beware | est he take thee away with his stroke; then a great
ransom cannot deliver thee." This warning, ny brother, is appropriate
in your case. p. 137, Para. 3, [250rI].

What provision, Bro. ----, have you nmade for eternal |life? Have you a
good foundation against the tine to come that will secure to yourself
eternal joys? Oh! may God arouse you. May you, ny dear brother, now,
just now, commence to work in earnest to get some of your gain and
riches into the treasury of God. Not a dollar of it is yours. Al is
God's, and you have clained for your own that which God has |lent you to
devote to good works. Your time is very short. Wrk now with all your
m ght. By repentance you nmay now find pardon. You nust |oosen your
grasp of earthly possessions, and fasten your affections upon God. You
nust be a converted man. Agonize with God. Do not be content to perish
forever; but meke an effort for salvation before it shall be
everlasting too late. p. 138, Para. 1, [250T].

It is not nowtoo late for wongs to be righted. Show your repentance
for past wongs by redeenming the tine. Make restitution where you have
wronged any one, as it cones to your mind. This is your only hope of
the pardoning |love of God. It will be like taking out the right eye, or
cutting off the right arm but there is no other way for you. You have
made efforts repeatedly, and failed, because you | ove noney that has
not all been very honestly gained. You would not try to redeemthe past
by restitution. Wien you begin to do this, there will be hope for you.

I f you choose, for the few renumining days of your life, to go on as you
have done, your case will be hopeless; you will |ose both worlds; you
will see the saints of God glorified in the heavenly city, and yourself
thrust out; you will have not part in that precious life, purchased for
you at an infinite cost, which you valued so little as to sell it for



earthly riches. p. 138, Para. 2, [250T].

Now there is a little time left you. WIIl you work? will you repent?
or will you die all unready, worshiping noney, glorying in your riches,
and forgetting God and Heaven? No faint struggle or feeble efforts wll
wean your affections fromthe world. Jesus will help you. In every
earnest effort you make, Jesus will be near you, and will bless your
endeavors. You nust nake earnest efforts, or you will be lost. | warn
you not to delay one nonent, but conmmence just now. You have | ong
di sgraced the Christian's nane by your covetousness and snmall dealing.
now you may honor it by working in an opposite direction, and let al
see that there is a power in the truth of God to transform human
nature. You may, in the strength of God, save your soul if you wll.

p. 139, Para. 1, [250r1].

You have a work to begin at once. Satan will stand by your side, as he
did by the side of Christ in the wilderness of tenptation, to overcone
you with reasonings, to pervert your judgnment, and to paral yze your
sense of right and equity. If you do justice in one instance, you nust
not wait for Satan to overpower your good inpul ses by his reasoning.
You cannot trust yourself, you have so | ong been controlled by
sel fi shness and covet ousness. | do not want you to | ose Heaven. | have
been shown the selfish acts of your |ife, your close schem ng and
figuring, your bartering, and the advantage you have taken of your
brethren and fellow nmen. God has every instance witten in the book
W Il you pray God to enlighten your mnd to see where you have
overreached? and then will you repent and redeemthe past? p. 140,
Para. 1, [250r1].

Bro. ----, may God help before it is for you too late. EGW p. 140,
Para. 2, [250r1].

Epi stl e Nunber Four. p. 140, Para. 3, [250T].

| have been shown that there was danger of our young ministers
entering the field, and engaging in the work of teaching the truth to
others, who are not fitted for the sacred work of God. They have not a
just sense of the sacredness of the work for this tine. They feel a
desire to be connected with the work, but they fail to bear the burdens
lying directly in the pathway of duty. They do that which costs them
but little taxation and inconveni ence, and neglect to put their whole
souls into the work. p. 140, Para. 4, [250T1].

Sone are too indolent to nmake a success in life in business matters,
and they are deficient in the experience necessary to nmake good
Christians in a private capacity; yet they feel conpetent to engage in
the work of all others the nost difficult, to deal with ninds and try
to convert souls fromerror to the truth. p. 141, Para. 1, [250T].

The hearts of sone of these ministers are not sanctified by the truth.
All such mnisters are nerely stunbling-blocks to sinners, and are
standing in the way of real |aborers. It will take nore stern |abor to
educate themto right ideas, that they may not injure the cause of Cod,
than to do the work. God cannot be glorified, or his cause advanced, by
unconsecrated workmen who are entirely deficient in the necessary
qualifications to make a gospel minister. Some young mnisters who go
forth to | abor for others need to be thoroughly converted themselves to



the genuine religion of the Bible. p. 141, Para. 2, [250T].

I was shown the case of Bro. ---- of in many respects. | was shown
that Bro. of God, and he never can be unless he has a thorough
conversion. He has many defects in his character which he should and
nust see before he can be accepted of God as a | aborer in his vineyard.
The work of God is sacred. In the first place, Bro. heart which
transforms the man, which is called conversion. He has head work, but
needs the work of the grace of God upon the heart to be carried out in
the life, before he can point others understandingly to the Lanb of God
whi ch taketh away the sins of the world. The work for this tine is
al together too solem and too inportant to be handl ed with uncl ean
hands and i npure hearts. p. 141, Para. 3, [250T].

Bro. ---- has a tenperanent that is very unhappy, which nmakes trouble
for hinself and for his best friends. He is naturally jeal ous,
suspi cious, and fault-finding. Those the npst closely connected with
himw |l feel this the npost deeply. p. 142, Para. 1, [250T].

Bro. ---- has much self-love, large self-esteem and if he is not
especially regarded and nade an object of attention, he feels as though
some one were to blame. The fault exists in hinself. He |oves to have
his vanity flattered. He is suspicious of others' nptives, shows in
these feelings a very narrow, selfish mind. He thinks he sees nmuch to
question, to find fault with, and to censure, in the plan of others
| abors, when the real evil exists in his own unhunbl ed, unconsecrated
heart. Self, in him nust die, and he nust |learn of Jesus who is neek
and lowmy of heart, or he will fail of perfecting Christian character
and fail of Heaven at last. ©p. 142, Para. 2, [250T].

Bro. ---- has made a failure in his manner of seeking to teach the
truth to others. His spirit is not winning. He has self mxed in with
all his efforts. He is quite particular about the externals, as far as
his apparel is concerned, as though this would designate himas a
m ni ster of Christ; but he has neglected the inward adorning of the
soul. He has not felt the necessity of seeking for a beautiful
har moni ous character, resenbling the character of Jesus Christ, the
correct pattern. The meekness and humility which characterized the life
of Jesus would win hearts, and give him access to souls; but when Bro.
---- speaks in his own spirit, the people see so nuch self exhibited,
so little of the spirit of humlity, that their hearts are not touched,
but grow hard and cold under his preaching, because it |acks divine
unction. p. 143, Para. 1, [250T].

The self-confident, self-exalted spirit of Bro. ---- mnmust be put away,
and he nust see that he is sinful and in need of continual grace and
power from God to press through the noral darkness of this degenerate
age and reach souls who need to be saved. He has put on the dignity of
a gospel mnister too much outside, while the real experience in the
nystery of godliness and a knowl edge of the divine will he has not felt
to be essential in making a success of presenting the truth. p. 143,
Para. 2, [250r1].

Bro. ---- is too cold and unsynpathi zi ng. He does not come directly to
hearts by the Christian sinplicity, tenderness, and |ove, which
characterized the life of Christ. In this respect it is essential that
every man who | abors for the salvation of souls should imtate the



pattern given themin the life of Christ. If they fail to educate

t hensel ves to becone workers in the vineyard of the Lord, they m ght
better be spared than not. It would be poor policy to support nen from
the treasury of God who really mar and injure the work of God, and who
are constantly |l owering the standard of Christianity. p. 144, Para. 1,
[ 250T] .

In order for a man to beconme a successful mnister, nmore than book
know edge is essential. The | aborer for souls needs integrity,
intelligence, industry, energy and tact. Al these are highly essentia
for the success of a minister of Christ. No man can be inferior with
t hese qualifications, but he will have a conmandi ng influence. Unless
the | aborer in God' s cause can gain the confidence of those for whom he
is laboring, he can do but little good. The worker in God's vineyard
nmust daily derive strength from above to resist wong and to naintain
upri ghtness through the varied trials of life. And his soul nust be
brought into harnony with his Redeenmer. He can be a co-worker with
Jesus, to work as he worked, to | ove as he loved, and to possess, |ike
him noral power to stand the strongest tests of character. p. 144,
Para. 2, [250r1].

Bro. ---- should cultivate sinplicity. He should |ay aside his fal se
dignity, and let the Spirit of God conme in and sanctify, elevate,
purify, and ennoble his life. Then he can bear the burden for souls
which a true gospel minister nust feel when presenting a nmessage of
solem warning to those in peril, who nust perish in their darkness
unl ess they accept the light of truth. This dignity borrowed from his
Redeener will adorn with divine grace, for he is brought into close
union with Jesus Christ. p. 145, Para. 1, [250T].

| was carried forward in the life of Bro. ----, and then carried back
to review the result of his | abors while he was attenpting to teach
others the truth. | saw that sone few would |isten, and m ght be, as
far as the head is concerned, convinced; but as Bro. ---- has not an
experinmental, daily, living know edge of the grace of God and his
savi ng power, he cannot convey to others what he does not hinself
possess. He has not the experience of a truly converted man. How, then
can God make hima blessing to sinners? He is blind hinmself, while
trying to lead the blind. p. 145, Para. 2, [250T].

I was shown that his work had spoiled good fields for others. Some nen
who were truly consecrated to God, and who felt the burden of the work,
m ght have done good and brought souls into the truth, in places where
he had made attenpts wi thout success, and after his superficial work,

t he gol den opportunity was gone. The m nds that m ght have been
convi nced, and the hearts that m ght have been softened, have been
har dened and prejudi ced under his efforts. p. 146, Para. 1, [250T].

I | ooked to see what souls of value were holding on to the truth as
the result of his labors. | watched closely to see what watchcare he
had felt for souls, to strengthen them and to encourage them which
| abor shoul d every acconpany the ministry of the word. | could not see
one who woul d not have been in a far better condition had he not
received the first inpressions of the truth fromhim It is about
i npossible for a streamto rise higher than its fountai nhead. The man
who bears the truth to sinners stands in a fearfully responsible
position. He will either convert souls to Christ, or his efforts wll



bal ance themin the wong direction. p. 146, Para. 2, [250T].

I have been shown that Bro. ---- is and indolent man. He |l oves his
pl easure and his ease. He does not |ove physical |abor, neither does he
| ove cl ose application of the mnd to the study of the word. He wants
to take things lazily. He will go to a place and attenpt to introduce
the truth there, when his heart is not init. He feels no weight of the
work, no real burden for souls. He has not the |ove of souls at heart.
He will let his inclinations divert himfromthe work, will suffer his
feelings to control him and will |eave the work and go back to his
fam ly. He has not an experience in self-denial, and in sacrificing his
ease and his inclinations. He |abors too nuch with respect to wages. He
does not closely apply hinmself to his work, but nerely touches it here
and there without perseverance or earnestness, and so nakes a success
of nothing. God frowns upon all such professed workers. They are
unfaithful in everything. Their consciences are not sensitive and
tender. p. 147, Para. 1, [250T].

To introduce the truth into places, and then | ack courage, energy, and
tact, to carry the matter through, is a great error; for the work is
left without making that thorough and persevering effort that it is
positively essential some one should make in these places. If matters
go hard, if opposition arises, there is a cowardly retreat, instead of
fleeing to God with fasting and prayi ng and weepi ng before the Lord,
hangi ng by faith to the source of |ight and power and strength unti
the cl ouds break away and the darkness disperses. Faith grow strong by
comng in conflict with doubts and opposing i nfluences. The experience
gained in these trials is of nore value than the npst costly jewels.

p. 147, Para. 2, [250T].

The result of your labors, Bro. ---- should nmake you ashaned. God
cannot accept your labors. It would be better for the cause of God if
you shoul d cease preaching, and take up a work which involves |ess
responsibility. It would be better for you to go to work with your
hands. Hunbl e your heart before God; be faithful in tenporal natters;
and when you show that you are faithful in the smaller
responsibilities, God may comrit to you higher trusts. "He that is
faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in nuch; and he that
is unjust in the least, is unjust also in nuch."” You need a deeper
experience in religious things. | advise you to go to work with your
hands, and earnestly plead with God for an experience for yourself.
Cling to Jesus, and never, never dare to assune the responsibilities of
a gospel mnister until you are a converted man in heart, and have a
nmeek and peaceable spirit. You need to tarry away fromthe work of God
till you are endowed with power fromon high. No man can nmeke a success
of saving souls unless Christ works with his efforts, and self is put
out of sight. p. 148, Para. 1, [250rI].

A mnister of Christ should be thoroughly furnished to all good worKks.
You have nmade a miserable failure. You nust show in your famly that

ki ndly consideration, that tenderness, |ove, gentleness, noble
forbearance and true courtesy, that are becomng to the head of a
famly, before you can make a success in winning souls to Christ. If
you have not wi sdomto nmanage the small nunber whom you are closely
united with, how can you nmake a success of managi ng a | arger conpany,
who are not especially interested in yourself. Your wife needs to be
truly and thoroughly converted to God. Neither of you are in a



condition to correctly represent our faith. You both need a thorough
conversion. p. 149, Para. 1, [250T].

Retirement fromthe work of God at present is best for you. Bro. ----,
you have not perseverance or noral backbone. You are very deficient in
those traits of character which are necessary for the work of God at
this time. You have not received that education in practical life that
is necessary for you in order to neke a success as a practical ninister
of Christ. Your education has been deficient in many respects. Your
parents have not read your character, nor trained you to overcone its
defects, to the end that you m ght develop a symetrical character, and
possess firmess, self-denial, self-control, humility and noral power.
You know very little of practical life or perseverance under
difficulties. You have a strong desire to controvert others' ideas, and
to press forward your own. This is the result of your feelings of self-
sufficiency, and of follow ng your own inclinations in your youth. p.
149, Para. 2, [250T].

You do not see yourself and your errors. You are not willing to be a

| earner, but have a great desire to teach. You form opi nions of your
own, and cling to your peculiar ideas with a persistency that is
wearyi ng. You are anxious to carry your points, and your ideas seem of
greater inportance in your eyes than the experienced judgnment of nmen of
noral worth who have been proved in this cause. You have been flattered
with the idea that you had ability that would be prized and nake you a
val uabl e man; but these qualities have not been tested and proved. You
have a one-sided education. You have no inclination or |ove for the
honely, daily duties of life. Your indolence would be a sufficient
cause, if there were no other reasons, to disqualify you for the work
of the ministry. The cause does not need preachers so nuch as workers.
O all the avocations of life, there is none that requires such
earnest, faithful, persevering, self-sacrificing workers, as the cause
of God in these |ast days. p. 150, Para. 1, [250T1].

The enterprise of obtaining eternal life is above every other

consi deration. God wants no | aggards in his cause. The work of warning
sinners to flee fromthe wath to come requires earnest nen who fee
the burden of souls, and who will not be ready to avail thenselves of
every excuse to avoid burdens or to | eave the work. Little

di scouragenents, as unpl easant weather or imaginary infirmties, seem
sufficient to Bro. ---- to excuse hinself from making exertion. He will
even appeal to his synpathies; and when duties arise that he does not
feel inclined to perform when his indolence wants to be indul ged, he
frequently nmekes the excuse that he is sick; when there is no reason
why he shoul d be sick, unless he has indul ged his appetite, and through
hi s indol ent habits the entire system has becone cl ogged by inaction
He may be in good health if he will observe strictly the laws of life
and health, and carry our the |ight upon health reformin all his
habits. p. 151, Para. 1, [250T1].

Bro. ---- is not the man for the work in these |ast days unless he
refornms entirely. God does not call for ministers who are too indol ent
to engage in physical |abor, to bear the testing nessage of warning to
the world. He wants workers in his cause. Real, earnest, self-denying
workers will accomplish sonething. p. 152, Para. 1, [250T].

Bro. ----, your teaching the truth to others has been an entire



m stake. If God calls a man, he will not make so great a blunder as to
take a man of so little experience in practical life, and of so little
experience in spiritual things, as you have had. You have ability to
talk, as far as this is concerned, but God' s cause requires nmen of
consecration and energy. This you may cultivate. These traits you may

gain if you will, and you nay | earn by perseverance to overcone these
deficiencies in your character which have increased fromyour youth, by
cultivating the opposite where you now fail. For you nerely to go out

and speak to the people now and then, is not working for God. There is
no real work in this. p. 152, Para. 2, [250T].

Those who | abor for God have but just begun the work when they have
given a discourse in the desk. After this cones the real l|abor, in
visiting fromhouse to house, conversing with nenbers of famlies,
praying with them and comng close in synpathy to those we wish to
benefit. It will not detract fromthe dignity of a mnister of Christ
to be awake to see the tenporal burdens and realize the tenporal cares
of the fanmilies they visit, and to be useful, seeking to relieve where
t hey can, by engaging in physical labor. In this way, they can have a
power of influence to disarm opposition and break down prejudice, that
they would fail to have if they were in every other respect fully
efficient as mnisters of Christ. p. 152, Para. 3, [250T].

Qur young mnisters have not the burden of witing as the ol der and
nore experi enced ones have. They have not a nultiplicity of

responsi bilities which tax the mind and wear upon the nman. But it is
these very burdens of care that perfect Christian experience, give
noral power, and nmeke strong and efficient nmen of those engaged in the
work of God. p. 153, Para. 1, [250T1].

To avoi d burdens and di sagreeable responsibilities will never nake our
m ni sters strong nen that can be depended upon in a religious crisis.
Many of our young ministers are as weak as babes in the work of GCod.
And sone who have been engaged in the work of teaching the truth for
years are not yet able worknen who "needeth not to be ashamed." They
have not grown strong in experience by being called out by opposing
i nfl uences. They have excused thensel ves fromthat exercise which would
strengthen the noral nuscles, giving spiritual power. But it is the
very experience they need in order to attain to the full stature of nen
in Christ Jesus. They gain no spiritual power by shirking duties and
responsibilities, and giving up to indolence and selfish |ove of ease
and pleasure. p. 153, Para. 2, [250r1].

Bro. ---- is not lacking in ability to clothe his ideas in words, but
he is lacking in spirituality and true, heart holiness. He has not
drank deeply hinmself at the fountain of truth. Had he inproved his
gol den nonments in studying the word of God, he m ght now have been an
abl e workman; but he is too indolent to make close application of the
m nd, and to learn for hinself the reasons of our hope. He is content
to take material which other m nds and other pens have | abored to
produce, and use their thoughts, which are prepared to his hand,
wi thout effort or exertion of mnd, careful thought, or prayerfu
meditation, hinself. p. 154, Para. 1, [250T].

Bro. ---- does not love close taxation in the study of the Scriptures,
or in physical |abor. He prefers an easier way, and as yet knows
not hi ng experinmentally of the burden of the work of God. It is easier



for himto repeat the thoughts of others than to diligently search for
the truth hinself. It is only by personal effort and cl ose application
of the mind, and thorough devotion to the work, that nmen becone
conpetent for the mnistry. p. 154, Para. 2, [250T1].

Says Christ, Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have | ost
its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? The savor of the salt is

di vine grace. Al the efforts nade to advance the truth are of but
little value unless the Spirit of God acconpani es them You have nade
child's play of teaching the truth. You have had your mnd on your own
pl easure and ease, follow ng your inclination. You and your w fe have
no real sense of the sacredness of the work of God. You both think nore
of pleasing your fancies, and studying to gratify your w shes for ease
and enjoynent, than of engaging in the stern duties of life, especially
the responsibilities connected with the work of warning the world of
the com ng judgnent. p. 155, Para. 1, [250T1].

You have seen Bro. ---- weighed down with burdens, and wearied with
physi cal | abor, but you had so great a love for your ease and desire to
mai ntai n your own inportance, that you held yourself al oof, excusing
yourself from engaging in the duties which some one was obliged to
perform You have passed days in easy indolence w thout benefiting any
one; and then your conscience could permt you without conpunction to
bring in tinme nostly spent in indolence, and receive pay from God's
treasury. p. 155, Para. 2, [250T].

You have shown in your course that you had not a high sense of sacred
t hi ngs. You have robbed God. And your work should now be to seek to
make thorough work of repentance. Do not attenpt to teach others. Wen
you are converted, then you may be able to strengthen your brethren
But God has no use for nmen of your stanp of character in his vineyard.
When you get this stanp off, and bear the inpress of the Divine, then
you may work for the cause of God. You have al nbst everything to | earn,
and but a short tine to |earn these I essons in. God help you to work
earnestly and to the point. | have nmuch nore witten upon genera
principles, but cannot find tine to give this to you at present. EEG W
p. 156, Para. 1, [250T].

Christian Tenperance. p. 156, Para. 2, [250T].

I was shown, Jan. 3, 1875, that none of us realized the perils that
attend us at every step. W have a vigilant foe, and yet we are not
awake and in earnest in our efforts to resist the tenptations of Satan,
and to overcone his devices. p. 156, Para. 3, [250T].

The light of health reform God has permitted to shine upon us in these
| ast days, that we might, by walking in the light, escape many dangers
to which we woul d be exposed. Satan's tenptations are powerful upon the
human family to lead themto indul ge appetite, gratify inclination, and
live alife of heedless folly. He presents attractions in a life of
personal enjoynent, and in seeking to gratify the animal instincts.

Li centi ousness prevails to an alarm ng extent, which is ruining
constitutions for life; and not only this, but the noral powers are
sacrificed. Intenperate indul gences are reducing the vital energies of
bot h body and mi nd. They place the one that is overcone upon the
eneny's ground, where Satan can tenpt, annoy, and finally control the
will at pleasure. p. 157, Para. 1, [250T].



Those who are overcone on the point of appetite, and use tobacco
freely, are debasing their nental and noral powers in servitude of the
ani mal . And when the appetite for spirituous liquor is indulged, the
man voluntarily places to his lips that draught which debases him who
was nmade in the imge of God, below the |evel of the brute. Reason is
paral yzed, the intellect is benunbed, the aninmal passions are excited,
and then follow crinmes of the npst debasing character. If nen would
beconme tenperate in all things, if they would touch not, taste not, and
handl e not, spirituous |iquors and narcotics, reason would hold the
reins of governnent in her hands, and control the animl appetites and
passions. In this fast age, the less exciting the food the better
Tenperance in all things and firm denial of appetite, is the only path
of safety. p. 157, Para. 2, [250T].

Satan cones to man with his overpowering tenptations to indulge
appetite, as he cane to Christ. He well knows his power to overconme nman
upon this point. He overcame Adam and Eve in Eden upon appetite, and
they | ost blissful Eden. What accumul ated msery and crine have filled
our world in consequence of the fall of Adam Entire cities have been
blotted fromthe face of the earth because of debasing crinmes and
revolting iniquity, that nade them a bl ot upon the universe. Indul gence
of appetite was the foundation of all their sins. Through appetite,
Satan controlled the mnd and bei ng. Thousands who ni ght have |ived
have prematurely passed into their graves, physical, nental, and noral
wrecks. They had good powers, but sacrificed all to indul gence of
appetite, which led themto lay the reins upon the neck of lust. Qur
world is a vast hospital. Vicious habits are increasing. p. 158, Para.
1, [250T].

It is unpleasant, if not dangerous, to remain in a railroad car or in
a crowded roomthat is not thoroughly ventil ated, where the atnosphere
is inpregnated with the properties of |iquor and tobacco. The occupants
gi ve evidence by the breath and emanations fromthe body that the
circulating systemis filled with the poison of |iquor and tobacco.
Tobacco-using is a habit which frequently effects the nervous systemin
a nore powerful manner than the use of alcohol. It binds the victimin
stronger bands of slavery, and is nmore difficult to overcone than the
i ntoxi cating cup. Body and mnd are, in many cases, more thoroughly
intoxicated with the use of tobacco than with spirituous |iquors; for
it is a nore subtle poison. p. 158, Para. 2, [250T].

I ntenperance is increasing everywhere, notw thstandi ng the earnest
efforts made during the past year to stay its progress. | was shown
that the giant power of intenperance will not be controlled with any
previous efforts that have been made. p. 159, Para. 1, [250T].

The work of tenperance nust begin in our fanmilies, at our tables.

Mot hers have an inportant work to do that they may give to the world,

t hrough correct discipline and education, children who will be capable
of filling al nost any position, and who can al so honor and enjoy the
duties of donmestic life. p. 159, Para. 2, [250T1].

The work of the nother is a very inportant and sacred one. She should
teach her children fromthe cradle to practice self-denial and habits
of self-control. If her tine is nostly occupied with the follies
existing in this degenerate age, if dress and parti es engage her



precious tinme, her children fail to receive the education it is
essential they should have in order that they may form correct
characters. The anxiety of Christian nothers should not be in regard to
the external merely, but that her children may have heal t hy
constitutions and good norals. p. 159, Para. 3, [250T].

Many not hers, who are deploring the intenperance which is existing
everywhere, do not | ook deep enough to see the cause. They are daily
preparing a variety of tenpting di shes and hi ghl y-seasoned food, which
tenpt the appetite and encourage overeating. p. 160, Para. 1, [250T].

The tabl e of our Anerican people are generally prepared in a manner to
meke drunkards. Appetite is the ruling principle with a |large class of
persons. \Woever will indul ge appetite in eating too often, and not of
a healthful quality of food, is preparing hinmself to yield to the
clanors of appetite and passion in proportion to the strength of this
propensity. Modthers need to be inpressed with their obligation to God
and to the world to furnish society with children having well-devel oped
characters. Men and wonmen who cone upon the stage of action with firm
principles will be fitted to stand unsullied am d the noral pollutions
of this corrupt age. It is the duty of nothers to inprove their gol den
opportunities to correctly educate their children for useful ness and
for duty. Their tine belongs to their children in a special sense.
Precious tinme should not be devoted to needl ess work upon garnents for
di splay, but in patiently instructing and carefully teaching their
children the necessity of self-denial and self-control. p. 160, Para.
2, [250r1].

The tabl es of many professed Christian wonen are daily set with a
variety of dishes which irritate the stomach and produce a feverish
condition of the system Flesh-neats constitute the principal article
of food upon the tables of sone famlies, until their blood is filled
wi th cancerous and scroful ous hunmors. They are conposed of what they
eat. But when suffering and di sease conme upon them it is considered an
affliction of providence. p. 161, Para. 1, [250T].

We repeat, intenperance commences at our tables. The appetite is

i ndul ged until it beconmes second nature. By the use of tea and coffee
and appetite is formed for tobacco, and this encourages the appetite
for liquors. p. 161, Para. 2, [250rI].

Many parents, to avoid the task of patiently educating their children
to habits of self-denial, and teaching them how to nmake a right use of
all the blessings of God, indulge themby letting themeat and drink
whenever they please. Appetite and selfish indul gence, unless
positively restrained, growwith the growh and strengthen with the
strength. Wen these children commence |ife for themsel ves, and take
their place in society, they are powerless to resist tenmptation. Mra
inmpurity and gross iniquity are abounding everywhere. The tenptation to
i ndul ge taste, and to gratify inclination, has not |essened with the
i ncrease of years, and youth are governed generally by inpulse, and are
slaves to appetite. In the glutton, the tobacco devotee, the wi ne-
bi bber, and the inebriate, we see the evil results of defective
education. p. 161, Para. 3, [250T].

When we hear the sad | anentations of Christian nmen and wonen over the
terrible evils of intenperance, the questions at once arise in the



m nd: Who have educated the youth, and given themtheir stanp of
character? Who have fostered in themthe appetites they have acquired?
VWo have negl ected the nost solemm responsibility of nolding their

m nds and formng their characters for usefulness in this |life, and for
the society of the heavenly angels in the next? A large class of the
human bei ngs we everywhere neet are a living curse to the world. They
live for no other purpose than to indul ge appetite and passi ons, and
corrupt soul and body by dissolute habits. This is a terrible rebuke to
not hers who are the votaries of fashion, who have lived for dress and
for show, and have neglected to beautify their own nminds, and to form
their own characters after the divine Pattern, and have al so negl ected
the sacred trust conmtted to them to bring their children up in the
nurture and adnonition of the Lord. p. 162, Para. 1, [250T].

| saw that Satan, through his tenptations, was instituting ever-
changi ng fashions, attractive parties and anusenents, that nothers may
be led to devote their God-given, probationary time to frivol ous
matters, so that they can have but little opportunity to educate and
properly train their children. Qur youth want nothers who will teach
themfromtheir very cradles to control their passions, to deny their
appetite, and to overcone selfishness. They need |ine upon |ine, and
precept upon precept; here a little and there a little. p. 163, Para.
1, [250r"].

Direction was given to the Hebrews how to train their children to
avoid the idolatry and w ckedness of the heathen nations: "Therefore
shall ye lay up these ny words in your heart and in your souls, and
bi nd them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets
bet ween your eyes. And ye shall teach themto your children, speaking
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou wal kest by the

way, when thou |iest down, and when thou risest up." p. 163, Para. 2,
[ 250T] .
We have an earnest desire that woman shall fill the position God

originally designed, as her husband's equal. W so nuch need nothers
who are not thus nerely in nane, but nmothers in every sense the word
inmplies. The dignity and inportance of woman's mi ssions, and her
distinctive duties, we may safely say are of a nore sacred and holy
character than the duties of man. p. 164, Para. 1, [250T].

There are speculations as to wonan's rights and duties in regard to
voting. Many are in no way disciplined to understand the bearing of

i mportant questions. They have lived lives of present gratification
because it was the fashion. Wonen who mi ght devel op good intellect, and
have true nmoral worth, are now nere slaves to fashion. They have not
breadth of thought, or cultivated intellect. They can talk
understandingly of the | atest fashion, the styles of dress, this or
that party, or the delightful ball. Such wonen are not prepared to
intelligently take a promi nent position in political matters. They are
nmere creatures of fashion and circunstance. Let this order of things be
changed. Let woman realize the sacredness of her work, and in the
strength and fear of God, take up her life nmission. Let her educate her
children for usefulness in this world, and for a fitness for the better
world. p. 164, Para. 2, [250T].

We address Christian nothers. W entreat that as nmothers you feel your
responsibility, and that you live not to please yourselves, but to



glorify God. Christ pleased not himself, but took upon himthe form of
a servant. He left the royal courts, he condescended to clothe his
divinity with humanity, and to teach by his condescension, and by his
exanpl e of self-sacrifice, how we nmay becone elevated to the position
of sons and daughters of the royal famly, children of the Heavenly
King. But what are the conditions of these sacred, elevated bl essings?
"Conme out from anpng them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean, and | will receive you, and will be a father
unto you, and ye shall be ny sons and daughters, saith the Lord

Al mghty." p. 165, Para. 1, [250T].

Christ hunbled hinself fromthe highest authority, fromthe position
of one equal with God, to the |owest place as servant. H's honme was in
Nazareth, which was proverbial for its w ckedness. H's parents were
anong the lowy poor. Hs trade was that of a carpenter, laboring with
his hands to do his part in sustaining the famly. He was for thirty
years subject to his parents. Here the life of Christ points us to our
duty to be diligent in |labor, to provide for and to train the weak and
the ignorant. In his lessons of instruction to his disciples, Jesus
taught them that his kingdomwas not a worldly kingdom where all were
striving for the highest position. p. 165, Para. 2, [250T].

Wman is to fill a nore sacred and el evated position in the famly
than the king upon his throne. Her great work is to have her life
constitute a living exanple which she would wi sh her children to copy.
By precept, as well as exanple, she is to store their minds with usefu
know edge, and |lead themto self-sacrificing |labor for the good of
ot hers. The great stimulus to the toiling, burdened nother should be
that every child trained aright, who has the inward adorning, the
ornanent of a meek and quiet spirit, will have a fitness for Heaven,
and will shine in the courts of the Lord. p. 166, Para. 1, [250Tl].

How few see anything attractive in the true humlity of Christ. His
hum ity did not consist in a low estinmate of his own character and
qualifications, but in his hunbling hinself to fallen humanity in order
to raise themup with himto a higher life. Wrldlings are trying to
exalt thenselves to the position of those above them or to becone
superior to them But Jesus, the Son of God, hunbled hinmself to elevate
man; and the true follower of Christ will seek to neet nen where they
are, in order to elevate them p. 166, Para. 2, [250T].

W Il nmothers of this generation feel the sacredness of their m ssion
and not try to vie with their wealthy nei ghbors in appearances, but
seek to excel themin faithfully perform ng the work of instructing
their children for the better life. If children and youth were trained
and educated to habits of self-denial and self-control, if they were
taught that they eat to live instead of live to eat, there would be
| ess disease, and less noral corruption. There would be little
necessity for tenperance crusades, which amount to so little, if the
youth who form and fashion society could be constrained to inculcate
right principles in regard to tenperance; and they woul d have noral
worth and noral integrity to resist, in the strength of Jesus, the
pol lutions of these |last days. p. 167, Para. 1, [250T].

It is a nost difficult matter to unlearn the habits of educated
appetite which have been indul ged through life. The denon of
i ntenperance is not easily conquered. It is of giant strength, and hard



to overcome. But let parents begin a crusade agai nst intenperance at
their owmn firesides, in their own famlies, in the principles they
teach their children to follow fromtheir very infancy, and they may
hope for success. It will pay you, nothers, to use the precious hours
which are given you of God in form ng, devel oping, and training the
characters of your children, and in teaching themto strictly adhere to
the principles of tenperance in eating and drinking. p. 167, Para. 2,

[ 250T].

Parents may have transmitted to their children hereditary tendencies
to appetite and passion, which will make the work nmore difficult of
educating and training these children to pure and virtuous habits, and
to be strictly tenperate. If the appetite of children for unhealthy
food, for stinmulants and narcotics, has been transmitted to themas a
| egacy fromtheir parents, what a fearfully solemm work rests upon the
parents to counteract the evil tendencies which they have given to
their children. How earnestly and diligently should the parents work in
doing their duty, in faith and hope, to their unfortunate offspring.

p. 168, Para. 1, [250T].

Parents should make it their first business to understand the | aws of
life and health, that nothing shall be done by themin the preparation
of food, or in any of their habits, which will devel op wrong tendencies
in their children. How carefully should nothers study that the table be
prepared with the nost sinple, healthful food, so that the digestive
organs nay not be weakened and the nervous forces unbal anced, and that
the instruction they should give them m ght not be counteracted by the
food placed before them This food either weakens or strengthens the
organs of the stomach, which has nuch to do in controlling the physica
and noral health of the children who are God's bl ood-bought property.
What a sacred trust is comritted to parents, to guard the physical and
noral constitutions of their children, so that the nervous system be
wel | bal anced, and the soul be not endangered. Those who indul ge the
appetite of their children, and do not control their passions, wll see
the terrible mstake they have nmade, in the tobacco-Ioving, |iquor-
deal i ng sl ave whose senses are benunbed, and whose |ips utter
fal sehoods and profanity. p. 168, Para. 2, [250T].

VWhen parents and children neet at the final reckoning, what a scene
will then be presented. The thousands of children who have been sl aves
to appetite and debasing vice, whose lives are noral wecks, will stand
face to face with the parents who nade them what they are. Who but the
parents must bear this fearful responsibility? Did the Lord nmake these
youth corrupt? Oh! no. He made themin his image, a little |lower than
the angel s. Who, then, has done the fearful work of forming the life
character? Who changed their characters so that they do not bear the
i npress of God, and nust be forever separated fromhis presence as too
i mpure to have any place with the pure angels in a holy Heaven. Were
the sins of the parents transnmitted to the children in perverted
appetites and passions? And was the work conpl eted by the pl easure-
loving nother in a neglect to properly train her children according to
the pattern given her? Al these nothers, just as surely as they exist,
will pass in review before God. Satan is ready to do his work, and to
present tenptations which they have no will or noral power to resist.
p. 169, Para. 1, [250T].

Qur people are constantly retrogradi ng upon health reform Satan sees



that he cannot have such power of control over themas he could if
appetite were indul ged. The consci ence becones stupefied under the

i nfl uence of unhealthful food, the mind becones darkened, and its
susceptibility to inpressions is blunted. Because viol ated consci ence

i s benunbed and becones insensible, it does not |essen the guilt of the
transgressor. p. 170, Para. 1, [250T].

Satan is corrupting m nds and destroying souls through his subtle
tenptations. WIIl our people see and feel the sin of indulging
perverted appetite? WIIl they discard tea, coffee, flesh-neats, and al
stinmulating food, and devote the nmeans expended for these hurtfu
i ndul gences to spread the truth? These stinulants do only harn and yet
we see that in the Christian world a | arge nunber of those who profess

to be Christians are using tobacco. These very nen will deplore the
evil of intenperance, and while speaking agai nst the use of |iquors
will eject the juice of tobacco. Wile a healthy state of m nd depends

upon the nornmal condition of the vital forces, what care should be
exerci sed that neither stinulus nor narcotics be used. p. 170, Para.
2, [250r1].

Tobacco is a slow, insidious poison, and its effects are nore
difficult to cleanse fromthe systemthan |iquor. Wat power can the
t obacco devotee have to correct the progress of intenperance? There
nmust be a revolution in our world upon the subject of tobacco before

the ax is laid at the root of the tree. And still we press the subject
closer. Tea and coffee are fostering the appetite which is devel oping
for stronger stinulus, as tobacco and liquor. And we cone still closer

home to the daily nmeals, the tables spread in Christian households. Is
tenperance practiced in all things? Are the reforns carried out there
which are essential to health and happi ness? Every true Christian wll
have control of his appetite and passions. Unless he is free fromthe
bondage and sl avery of appetite, he cannot be a true, obedient servant
of Jesus Christ. It is the indulgence of appetite and passions which
makes the truth of none effect upon the heart. It is inpossible for the
spirit and power of the truth to sanctify a man, soul, body, and
spirit, when he is controlled by appetite and passions. p. 171, Para.
1, [250T].

Cannot Conme Down. p. 172, Para. 1, [250T].

"I amdoing a great work," says Nehem ah, "so that | cannot cone down.
Why should the work cease whilst | leave it, and cone down to you?" p.
172, Para. 2, [250T].

I was shown, Jan. 3, 1875, that God's people should not relax their
wat chf ul ness, or their vigilance, for one nonent. Satan is upon our
track. He is determined to overcome God's commandnent - keepi ng peopl e,

with his tenptations. If we give no place to the devil, but resist his
devi ces steadfast in the faith, we shall have strength to depart from
all iniquity. Those who keep the commandnments of God will be a power in

the land, if they live up to their light and their privileges. They may
be patterns of piety, holy in heart and in conversation. W shall not
have ease, that we nay cease watchful ness and prayer. As the tine draws
near for Christ to be revealed in the clouds of Heaven, Satan's
tenptations will be brought to bear with greater power upon those who
keep God's conmandnents, for he knows that his tinme is short. p. 172,
Para. 3, [250T1].



The work of Satan will be carried on through agents. M nisters who
hate the |l aw of God will enploy any neans to |l ead souls fromtheir
loyalty. Qur bitterest foes will be anong the first-day Adventists.
Their hearts are fully determned to nake war agai nst those who keep
t he commandnents of God and have the faith of Jesus. This class fee
that it is a virtue to talk, to wite, and act out, the npst bitter
hatred agai nst us. We need not | ook for fair dealing, or for justice,
at their hands. Many of themare inspired by Satan with i nsane nmadness
agai nst those who are keeping the conmmandnents of God. We will be
mal i gned and mi srepresented, all our notives and actions will be
m sj udged, and our characters will be attacked. The wath of the dragon
will be manifested in this manner. But | saw that we should not be in
the | east discouraged. Qur strength is in Jesus, our advocate. |f we,
in humlity and hunble trust, hold fast to God, he will give us grace,
and heavenly wisdomto withstand all the wiles of Satan, and to cone
off victors. p. 173, Para. 1, [250T].

In ny recent view | sawthat it will not increase our influence, or
bring us into favor with God, to retaliate or conme down from our great
work to their level in neeting their slanders. There are those who will
resort to any species of deception and gross fal sehood, to gain their
obj ect and deceive souls, and to cast stigma upon the |law of God and
those who | ove to obey his commandnents. They will repeat the npst
i nconsi stent and vile fal sehoods, over and over, until they nake
thensel ves believe that they are truth. These are the strongest
argunents they have to use agai nst the Sabbath of the fourth
commandnent. We should not allow our feelings to control us, and divert
us fromthe work of warning the world. ©p. 174, Para. 1, [250T].

The case of Nehem ah was presented before ne. He was engaged in

buil ding the walls of Jerusalem and the enenies of God were determ ned
that the walls should not be built. "But it canme to pass, that when
Sanbal | at, and Tobi ah, and the Arabians, and the Amonites, and the
Ashdodi tes, heard that the walls of Jerusal em were nmade up, and the
breaches began to be stopped, then they were very woth, and conspired
all of themtogether to cone and to fight against Jerusalem and to
hinder it." p. 174, Para. 2, [250TI].

In this case, a spirit of hatred and opposition to the Hebrews forned
the bond of union, and created the nutual synpathy anong different
bodi es of nmen, who otherwi se m ght war agai nst each other. This wll
illustrate what we frequently witness in our day in the existing union
of men of different denom nations to oppose the present truth, whose
only bond seens to be that which is dragonic in its nature, manifesting
hatred and bitterness agai nst the renmant who keep the conmandnents of
God. This is especially seen in the first, no-day, and all-days-alike
Adventists, who seemto be fanopus in hating and sl andering each other
when they can spare tinme fromtheir efforts to m srepresent, slander
and in every way abuse Sevent h-day Adventists. "Neverthel ess we nade
our prayer unto our God, and set a watch agai nst them day and ni ght,
because of them" p. 175, Para. 1, [250T1].

We are in constant danger of beconing self-sufficient, relying upon
our own wi sdom and not nmaki ng God our strength. Nothing disturbs Satan
so much as our not being ignorant of his devices. If we feel our
dangers, we shall feel the need of prayer as did Nehem ah, and, |ike



him we shall obtain the sure defense that will give us security in
peril. If we are careless and indifferent, we shall surely be overcone
by Satan's devices. W nust be vigilant. While, |ike Nehem ah, we
resort to prayer, taking all our perplexities and burdens to God, we
shoul d not feel that we have nothing to do. W are to watch as well as
to pray. We should watch the work of our adversaries, |est they gain
advant age in deceiving souls. We should, in the wi sdomof Christ, nmake
efforts to defeat their purposes, while, at the sane tine, we do not
suffer themto call us fromour great work. Truth is stronger than
error. Righteousness will prevail over wong. p. 175, Para. 2, [250T].

The Lord's people are seeking to heal the breach which has been nmade
in the law of God. "And they that shall be of thee shall build the old
waste places; thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations;
and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, the restorer of
paths to dwell in. If thou turn away thy foot fromthe Sabbath, from
doi ng thy pleasure on ny holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the
holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor him not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words;
then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and | will cause thee to
ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage
of Jacob thy father; for the nouth of the Lord hath spoken it." p.
176, Para. 1, [250T].

This disturbs the enem es of our faith, and every neans is enployed to
hi nder us in our work. And yet the broken down wall is going steadily
up. The world is being warned, and many are turning away from tranpling
under their feet the Sabbath of Jehovah. God is in this work, and man
cannot stop it. The angels of God are working with the efforts of Cod's
faithful servants, and steadily the work advances. p. 177, Para. 1,

[ 250T].

We shall nmeet with opposition of every description, as did the

buil ders of the walls of Jerusalem but if we watch and pray, and work
as they did, God will fight our battles for us and give us precious
victories. Nehem ah "clave unto the Lord and departed not from
followi ng him but kept his conmandnents which the Lord commanded
Moses, and the Lord was with him" p. 177, Para. 2, [250T].

Messengers were sent repeatedly, soliciting a conference with

Nehem ah, but he refused to nmeet them Bold threats were made of what
they proposed to do, and nessengers were sent to harangue the people
engaged in their work of building. They presented flattering

i nducements, and prom sed them a freedom fromrestraint, and wonderfu
privileges, if they would unit their interest with them and cease
their work of building the walls of Jerusalem p. 177, Para. 3,

[ 250T].

But the people were commanded not to engage in controversy with their
enem es, and to answer themnot a word, that no advantage of words

m ght be given them Threatenings and ridicule was resorted to. They
said, "Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he will even break
down their stone wall." Sanballat "was woth, and took great

i ndi gnation, and nocked the Jews." Nehem ah prays, "Hear, O our Cod;
for we are despised; and turn their reproach upon their own head." p.
178, Para. 1, [250T1].



"And | sent nmessengers unto them saying, | amdoing a great work, so
that | cannot cone down. Wiy should the work cease, whilst | leave it,
and conme down to you? Yet they sent unto ne four tines after this sort;
and | answered them after the sanme manner. Then sent Sanballet his
servant unto ne in like manner the fifth tine with an open letter in
his hand." p. 178, Para. 2, [250T].

We shall receive the nost fierce opposition fromthe Adventists who
oppose the | aw of God. But, |ike the builders of the walls of

Jerusal em we should not be diverted and hi ndered from our work by
reports, by messengers desiring discussion or controversy, or by
intimdating threats, the publication of falsehoods, or any of the

devi ces Satan may instigate. Qur answer should be, W are engaged in a
great work, and we cannot cone down. W shall sonetinmes be perplexed to
know what course we should pursue, to preserve the honor of the cause
of God, and to vindicate his truth. p. 178, Para. 3, [250T].

The course of Neheni ah should have a strong bearing upon our nminds, as
to the manner of neeting this kind of opponents. We should take al
these things to the Lord in prayer, as Nehem ah made his supplication
to God while his own spirit was hunbled. He clung to God with
unwavering faith. This is the course we should pursue. Tinme is too
precious for the servants of God to devote to vindicating their
character bl ackened by those who hate the Sabbath of the Lord. W
shoul d nove forward with unwavering confidence, believing that God will
give to his truth great and precious victories. In humlity, neekness,
and purity of life, relying upon Jesus, we shall carry a convincing
power with us that we have the truth. p. 179, Para. 1, [250T].

We do not understand the faith and confidence we nmay have in God, the
great blessings which faith will give us, as is our privilege. An

i mportant work is before us. W are to obtain a noral fitness for
Heaven. Qur words and our exanple are to tell upon the world. Angels of
God are actively engaged in nmnistering to the children of God.

Preci ous promi ses are upon record on condition of our obedience to
God's requirenments. Heaven is full of the richest of blessings, al
waiting to be communicated to us. If we feel our need, and come to Cod
in sincerity and in earnest faith, we shall be brought into close
connection with Heaven, and shall be channels of light to the world.

p. 179, Para. 2, [250r1].

The warni ng needs to be often sounded, "Be sober, be vigilant, because
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, wal keth about, seeking
whom he may devour." E.GW p. 180, Para. 1, [250T1].

[Note: It is a pleasure here to state relative to the graci ous

mani festation of the Holy Spirit to Ms. White, on the evening of
Jan. 3, 1875, that she had been sick with terrible influenza, and
confined to her roomand bed for one week, till the physicians at the
Health Institute becanme anxious in her case. In this condition she
followed the directions of the epistle of Janes, fifth chapter, and
after a great stretch of faith, |like the man in the gospel, stretching
forth his withered hand, she reached the point of deliverance from pain
and sickness, and was soon in vision, which |asted ten minutes. She
then dressed for neeting, and wal ked to the church, and spoke to the
crowded assenbly twenty minutes, and wal ked home. Since that time she
has witten very nuch, and has spoken to the people with freedom and



is now preparing for the long journey to the Pacific Coast. J.W p.
180, Para. 2, [250T].



