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Testimony for the Church. p. 3, Para. 1, [230T].
The Laodi cean Church. p. 3, Para. 2, [230T].

The message to the church of the Laodiceans is a startling
denunciation, and is applicable to the people of God at the present
time. p. 3, Para. 3, [230T7].

“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans wite; These
things saith the Anen, the faithful and True Wtness, the begi nning of
the creation of God; | know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor
hot: | would thou wert cold or hot. So then, because thou art |ukewarm
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my nouth. Because
thou sayest, | amrich, and increased with goods, and have need of
not hi ng; and knowest not that thou are wetched, and m serable, and
poor, and blind, and naked." p. 3, Para. 4, [230T1].

A Practical Message. p. 3, Para. 5, [230T].

The Lord here shows us that the nmessage to be borne to his people by
m ni sters whom he has called to warn the people, is not a peace-and-
safety message. It is not merely theoretical, but practical, in every
particul ar. The people of God are represented in the nessage to the
Laodi ceans in a position of carnal security. They are at ease,
believing thenselves in an exalted condition of spiritual attainnments.
p. 3, Para. 6, [230T].

"Because thou sayest, | amrich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and mi serable,
and poor, and blind, and naked." p. 3, Para. 7, [230Tl].

What greater deception can come upon human m nds than a confidence
that they are right, when they are all wong. The nmessage of the True
Wtness finds the people of God in a sad deception, yet honest in that
deception. They know not that their condition is deplorable in the
sight of God. Wiile those addressed are flattering thenselves that they
are in an exalted spiritual condition, the nessage of the True Wtness
breaks their security by the startling denunciation of their true
situation of spiritual blindness, poverty, and w etchedness. The
testimony, so cutting and severe, cannot be a mstake, for it is the
True Wtness who speaks, and his testinony nust be correct. p. 4,
Para. 1, [230r1].

It is difficult for those who feel secure in their attainments, who
are believing thenselves to be rich in spiritual know edge, to receive
t he nmessage which declares that they are deceived and in need of every
spiritual grace. The unsanctified heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wi cked. p. 4, Para. 2, [230T].



I was shown that many were flattering thensel ves that they were good
Christians who have not a ray of light fromJesus. They have not a
living experience for thenselves in the divine Iife. They need a deep
and t horough work of self-abasenent before God, before they will fee
their true need of earnest, persevering effort to secure the precious
graces of the Spirit of God. p. 4, Para. 3, [230T].

God | eads his people on, step by step. The Christian life is a
constant battle, and a march. There is no rest fromthe warfare. It is
by constant, unceasing effort that we naintain the victory over the
tenptati ons of Satan. We are, as a people, triunphing in the cl earness
and strength of the truth. We are fully sustained in our positions by
an overwhel m ng anobunt of plain scriptural testinony. But we are very
much wanting in Bible humlity, patience, faith, |ove, self-denial
wat chf ul ness, and spirit of sacrifice. W need to cultivate Bible
holiness. Sin prevails anmobng the people of God. The plain nmessage of
rebuke to the Laodiceans is not received. Many cling to their doubts
and their darling sins, while they are in so great a deception as to
talk and feel that they are in need of nothing. They think the
testimony of the Spirit of God in reproof is uncalled for, or that it
does not nmean them Such are in the greatest need of the grace of Cod
and spiritual discernment, that they may discover their deficiency in
spiritual know edge. They | ack al nbst every essential qualification
necessary to perfect Christian character. They have not a practica
know edge of Bible truth, which leads to lowiness of life, and a
conformty of their will to the will of Christ. They are not living in
obedi ence to all God's requirenents. p. 4, Para. 4, [230T].

It is not enough to merely profess to believe the truth. Al the
sol diers of the cross of Christ virtually obligate thenmselves to enter
a crusade agai nst the adversary of souls, to condemm wrong, and sustain
ri ght eousness. But the nessage of the True Wtness reveals the fact
that a terrible deception is upon our people, which nmakes it necessary
to come to themwith warnings, to break their spiritual slunber, and
arouse themto decided action. p. 5, Para. 1, [230T].

In ny last vision, | was shown that even this deci ded nmessage of the
True Wtness had not acconplished the design of God. The peopl e sl unber
on in their sins. They continue to declare thenselves "rich, and having
need of nothing."” Many inquire, Why are all these reproofs given? Wy
do the testinmonies continually charge us with backsliding and grievous
sins? We love the truth. We are prospering. W are in no need of these
testimoni es of warning and reproof. But let these murnmurers see their
hearts, and conpare their lives with the practical teachings of the
Bi ble; let them hunble their souls before God; let the grace of Cod
illumnate the darkness, and the scales will fall fromtheir eyes, and
they will sense their true spiritual poverty and wetchedness. They
will feel the necessity of buying gold, which is pure faith and | ove;
white rainent, which is a spotless character, made pure in the bl ood of
their dear Redeener, and eyesalve, which is the grace of God, which
will give clear discernnent of spiritual things, and detect sin. These
attai nments are nore precious than the gold of Ophir. p. 6, Para. 1,

[ 230T1].

The People Unwilling To Receive Correction. p. 6, Para. 2, [230T].

I have been shown that the greatest reason why the people of Cod are



now found in this state of spiritual blindness, is because they wll
not receive correction. Many have despised the reproofs and warni ngs

gi ven them The True Wtness condemms the | ukewarm condition of the
peopl e of God, which gives Satan great power over themin this waiting,
wat ching time. The selfish, and proud, and | overs of sin, are ever
assailed with doubts. Satan has ability to suggest doubts and devise
objections to the pointed testinony that God sends, and many think it a
virtue and mark of intelligence in themto be unbelieving, and
guestioni ng, and qui bbling. Those who desire to doubt will have plenty
of room God does not propose to renove all occasion for unbelief. He
gi ves evidence, which nust be carefully investigated with a hunbl e

m nd, and teachable spirit. Al should decide fromthe weight of

evi dence. p. 6, Para. 3, [230T].

Eternal life is of infinite value, and will cost us all that we have.

I was shown that we do not place a proper estinmate upon eternal things.
Everything worth possessing, even in this world, nust be secured by
effort, and sonetines by nost painful sacrifice. And this is nerely for
a perishable treasure. Shall we be less willing to endure conflict and
toil, and to make earnest efforts and great sacrifices for the infinite
treasure, which passes all estimate with the Infinite? Can Heaven cost
us too nuch? p. 7, Para. 1, [230r1].

Faith and | ove are gol den treasures, elenents that are greatly wanting
anong God's people. | have been shown that unbelief in the testinonies
of warning, encouragenent, and reproof, is shutting away the light from
God' s people. Unbelief is closing their eyes, so that they are ignorant
of their true condition. The True Wtness thus describes their
bl i ndness in these words: "And knowest not that thou are wetched, and
m serabl e, and poor, and blind, and naked." p. 7, Para. 2, [230T].

Faith in the soon comng of Christ is waning. "My Lord del ayeth his
comng" is said not only in the heart, but expressed in words, and nost
decidedly in works. Stupidity in this watching tine is sealing the
senses of God's people as to the signs of the tines. p. 7, Para. 3,
[230rT1].

The terrible iniquity abounding calls for the greatest diligence, and
for the living testinony, to keep sin out of the church. Faith has been
decreasing to a fearful degree. Faith can only increase by exercise.

p. 8 Para. 1, [230r1].

Wwant Of A Spirit OF Sacrifice. p. 8, Para. 2, [230T].

In the first rise of the third angel's nessage, those who engage in
the work of God had sonmething to venture. They had sacrifices to make.
They started this work in poverty, and suffered the greatest
deprivations and reproach. They net determ ned opposition, which drove
themto God in their necessity, and kept their faith alive. p. 8,
Para. 3, [230r1].

Qur present plan of systematic benevol ence anply sustains our

m nisters. And there is no want and no call for the exercise of faith
as to a support. Those who start out now to preach the truth have
nothing to venture. They have no risks to run, no especial sacrifices
to make. The systemof truth is made ready to the hand. Publications
are provided for them vindicating the truths they advance. p. 8,



Para. 4, [230T1].

Some young nmen start out with no real sense of the exalted character
of the work. They have not privations, and hardshi ps, and severe
conflicts, to neet, which call for the exercise of faith. They do not
cultivate practical self-denial, and cherish a spirit of sacrifice.
Sone are becoming proud and |ifted up, and have no real burden of the
wor k upon them The True Wtness speaks to these mnisters, "Be
zeal ous, therefore, and repent." These mnisters are sone of them so
lifted up in pride, that they are really a hindrance and a curse to the
preci ous cause of God. They do not exert an influence which is saving
upon others. There is need of these nen being thoroughly converted to
God t hensel ves, and sanctified by the truths they present to others.
p. 8 Para. 5, [230r1].

Very many feel inpatient and jeal ous because they are frequently
di sturbed with warni ngs and reproofs which keep their sins before them

Says the True Wtness, "I know thy works." The notives, the purposes,
and the unbelief, suspicions, and jeal ousies, may be hid from nmen, but
not from Christ. The True Wtness cones as a counsellor: "I counse

thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou nmayest be rich; and
white rainent, that thou mayest be cl othed, and that the shane of they
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou

mayest see. As nmany as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zeal ous,

therefore, and repent. Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear ny voice, and open the door, | will come in to him and wll
sup with him and he with me. To himthat overconeth will | grant to

sit with ne in my throne, even as | al so overcane, and am set down with
my Father in his throne." p. 9, Para. 1, [230T].

Those who are reproved by the Spirit of God should not rise up against
the hunble instrunent. It is God, and not an erring nortal, that has
spoken to save them fromruin. Those who despise the warning will be
left in blindness to beconme sel f-deceived. p. 9, Para. 2, [230T].

Those who heed the testinony of warning, and zeal ously go about the
wor k of separating their sins fromthem in order to have the needed
graces, will be opening the door of their hearts that the dear Saviour
may come in and dwell with them This class you will ever find in
perfect harnmony with the testinony of the Spirit of God. p. 10, Para.
1, [230r1].

M ni sters Should Present This Warning. p. 10, Para. 2, [230T].

M ni sters who are preaching present truth should not neglect the
sol etm message to the Laodi ceans. The testinony of the True Wtness is
not a snooth nessage. The Lord does not say to them You are about
right, you have borne chastisenent and reproof that you never deserved,
you have been di scouraged unnecessarily by severity, you are not guilty
of the wrongs and sins of which you have been reproved. p. 10, Para.
3, [230r1].

The True Wtness declares that when you suppose you are really in a
good condition of prosperity you are in need of everything. It is not
enough for mnisters to present theoretical subjects. They should
present practical subjects. They need to study the practical |essons
Christ gave his disciples, and make a cl ose application of the same to



their own souls and to the people. Because Christ bears this rebuking
testi mony, shall we suppose that he is destitute of tender Iove to his
peopl e? Oh, no! He who died to redeem man from death |loves with a
divine | ove. He rebukes those he loves. "As many as | love, | rebuke
and chasten.” But many will not receive the nessage Heaven in nercy
sends them They cannot endure to be told of their wongs, and of their
negl ect of duty, of their selfishness, their pride, and | ove of the
world. p. 10, Para. 4, [230T].

I was shown that God has |aid upon ny husband and nyself a specia
work, to bear a plain testinony to his people, and to cry al oud and
spare not, to show the people their transgressions, and the house of

Israel their sins. But there is a class who will not receive the
nmessage of reproof, and they raise their hands to shield those whom God
woul d reprove and correct. They will ever be found synpathizing with

t hose whom God woul d make to feel their true poverty. p. 11, Para. 1,
[230rT1].

The word of the Lord, spoken through his servants, is received by nmany
wi th questionings and fears. And nmany will defer their obedience to the

war ni ng and reproofs given, waiting till every shadow of uncertainty is
renmoved fromtheir mnds. The unbelief that denmands perfect know edge
will never yield to the evidence God is pleased to give. God requires

of his people faith that rests upon the wei ght of evidence, not perfect
know edge. The followers of Jesus Christ, those who accept of the |ight
God sends them when there are many other voices crying out against it.
It requires discernnment to distinguish the voice of God. p. 11, Para.
2, [230r1].

Those who will not act when the Lord calls upon them waiting for nore
certain evidence, and nore favorable opportunities, will walk in
darkness, for the light will be withdrawn. The evidence given one day,

if rejected, may never be repeated. p. 11, Para. 3, [230T].
Many Doubt Qur Work. p. 11, Para. 4, [230T].

Many are tenpted in regard to our work, and are calling it in
guestion. Sonme, in their tenpted condition, charge the difficulties and
perplexities of the people of God to the testinonies of reproof we have
given to them The trouble they think is with the ones who bear the
message of warning, pointing out the sins and correcting the errors of
the people. | was shown that nmany are deceived by the adversary of
souls. They think that the | abors of Bro. and Sister Wite would be
acceptable if they would not be continually condemming wong, and
reproving sin. I was shown that this work God had | aid upon us. When we
are hindered fromneeting with the people of God, and bearing our
testi mony, and counteracting the surm sings and jeal ousi es of the
unconsecrated, then Satan presses in his tenptations very strongly.
Those who have been ever on the questioning, doubting side, feel at

liberty to suggest their doubts, and will insinuate, their unbelief.
Sone have sancti noni ous, apparently conscientious and very pious,
doubts, which they will cautiously drop, which has tenfold nore power

to strengthen those who are wong and to | esson our influence and
weaken the confidence of God's people in our work, than if they cane
out nore frankly. These poor souls, | saw, were deceived by Satan. They
flatter thenselves that they are all right, and in favor with God, rich
in spiritual discernnment, when they are blind, poor, and wetched. They



are doing the work of Satan, and thinking they have a zeal for God. p
11, Para. 5, [230r1].

Some will not receive the testinony God has given us to bear
flattering thensel ves we may be deceived, and they are right. They
think the people of God are not in need of plain dealing and of
reproof, and that God is with them These tenpted ones, whose souls
have ever been at war with the faithful reproving of sin, would cry,
Speak unto us smooth things. What disposition will these nake of the
nmessage of the True Wtness to the Laodi ceans? There can be no
deception here. This message nust be borne to a | ukewarm church by
God's servants. this nmessage nust arouse the people of God fromtheir
security and dangerous deception in regard to their real standing
before God. This testinmony, if received, will arouse to action, and
| ead to sel f-abasenent, and confessions of sins. The True Wtness says,
"I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot." And again, "As

many as | love, | rebuke and chasten; be zeal ous therefore, and
repent." Then cones the prom se, "Beloved, | stand at the door, and
knock; if any man hear ny voice, and open the door, | will come in to
him and will sup with him and he with me." "To himthat overconeth

will I grant to sit with me in ny throne, ever as | also overcane, and
am set down with ny Father in his throne.” p. 12, Para. 1, [230Tl].

These wrongs and sins, which have brought the people of God in their
state of wetchedness, blindness, and poverty, mnmust be seen, and they
arouse to zeal ous repentance, and a putting away of these sins which
have brought theminto such a deplorable condition of blindness and
fearful deception. p. 13, Para. 1, [230T].

| have been shown that the pointed testinony nust live in the church
And this alone will answer to the nessage to the Laodi ceans. Wongs
nmust be reproved, sins nust be called sins, and iniquity nust be net
promptly and decidedly, and put away fromus as a people. p. 13, Para.
2, [230r1].

Fighting The Spirit O God. p. 14, Para. 1, [230T1].

Those who have a spirit of opposition to the work we have been pressed
by the Spirit of God to do for twenty-six years, and who woul d break
down our testinony, | saw, were not fighting against us, but God, who
has | aid upon us the burden of a work that he has not given to others.
Those who woul d question and qui bble, and think it a virtue to doubt,
and who woul d di scourage those who have been the neans of maki ng our
wor k hard, and of weakeni ng our hopes, faith, and courage, have been
the ones to surmise evil, to insinuate suspicious charges, and watch
with jeal ousy for occasions against us. They take it for granted that
because we have human weaknesses it is a positive evidence we are
wrong, and they are right. If they can find a senbl ance of anything
that they can use to injure us, they do it with a spirit of triunph,
and are ready to denounce our work of reproving wong and condemni ng
sin, as a harsh, dictatorial spirit. p. 14, Para. 2, [230T].

But while we do not accept of their version of our case as the reason
of our afflictions; while we maintain that God has appointed us to a
nore trying work than any others; we acknow edge with humlity of soul
and with repentance, that our faith and courage have been severely
tried, and that we have failed sonetines in trusting wholly in God, who



has appoi nted us our work. When we gather courage again, after sore

di sappoi ntnment and trials, we deeply regret that we ever distrusted
God, and gave way to human weaknesses, and permtted di scouragenment to
cloud our faith, and | essen our confidence in God. p. 14, Para. 3,

[ 230T].

| have been shown that God's ancient servants suffered di sappoi ntnents
and di scouragenents as well as we poor nortals have. W were in good
conpany; nevertheless this did not excuse us. p. 15, Para. 1, [230T].

As ny husband has stood by ny side to sustain ne in ny work, and as he
has had a plain testinony to bear in unison with the work of the Spirit
of God, many have felt that it was ny husband who was injuring them
personal ly, when it was the Lord that |aid upon himthe burden, and
was, through his servant, reproving them to bring them where they
woul d repent of their wongs, and have the favor of God. p. 15, Para.
2, [230r1].

Those whom God has chosen for an inportant work have ever been
received with distrust and suspicion. Anciently, when Elijah was sent
with a nmessage from God to the people, they did not heed the warning.
They thought Elijah unnecessarily severe. He nmust, they thought, have
| ost his senses, that he woul d denounce them the favored people of
God, as sinners, and their crines, so aggravating, that the judgnents
of God woul d awaken agai nst them p. 15, Para. 3, [230T].

Satan and his host have ever been arrayed agai nst those who bear the
message of warning and reprove sins. The unconsecrated will be united
with the adversary of souls, to make the work of God's faithfu
servants as hard as possible. p. 15, Para. 4, [230T].

If my husband has been pressed beyond neasure, and has becone
di scouraged and desponding; if we have at times seen nothing desirable
inlife that we should choose it, this is nothing strange or new.
Elijah, one of God's great and mighty prophets, as he fled for his life
fromthe rage of Jezebel, an infuriated woman, a fugitive, weary and
travel worn, desired to die rather than to live. Hs bitter
di sappointnment in regard to Israel's faithful ness crushed his spirits,
and he felt that he could no |Ionger put confidence in man. In the day
of Job's affliction and darkness, he utters these words: "Let the day
peri sh wherein | was born." p. 15, Para. 5, [230T].

Those who are not accustoned to feel to the very depths; who have not
stood under burdens as a cart beneath the sheaves; who have never had
their interest identified so closely with the cause and work of God
that it seens to be a part of their being, and dearer to themthan
life, cannot appreciate the feelings of ny husband, any nore than
I srael could appreciate the feelings of Elijah. W deeply regret being
di sheart ened, whatever the circunstances m ght be. p. 16, Para. 1,

[ 230T].

Ahab's Case A Warning. p. 16, Para. 2, [230T1].

When Ahab ruled Israel, the people departed from God and corrupted
their ways before himunder his perverted rule. "And Ahab the son of
Onri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him
And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for himto walk in



the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel
t he daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served
Baal , and worshiped him And he reared up an altar for Baal in the
house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a grove;
and Ahab did nore to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than al
of the kings that were before him" p. 16, Para. 3, [230T].

Ahab was weak in noral power. He did not have a high sense of sacred
things. He was selfish and unprincipled. His union by marriage with a
woman of deci ded character, and positive tenperanent, devoted to
i dol atry, made them both special agents of Satan to |ead the people of
God into idolatry and terrible apostasy, The determined spirit of
Jezebel nol ded the character of Ahab. His selfish nature was incapable
of appreciating the nercies of God to his people, his obligation to
God, as the guardian and | eader of Israel. The bl asphenous tokens of
their blind idolatry were to be seen anong the Israel of God. There
were none who dared to expose their lives by openly standing forth in
opposition to the prevailing bl asphenmous idolatry. The altars of Baal
and the priests of Baal who sacrificed to the sun, noon, and stars,
wer e conspi cuous everywhere. They had consecrated tenples, and groves,
wherein was placed the work of nmen's hands to worship. The benefits
whi ch God gave to this people called forth fromthemno gratitude to
the Gver. For all the bounties of Heaven, the running brooks, and
streans of living waters, the gentle dew, and showers of rain to
refresh the earth, and to cause their fields to bring forth abundantly,
they ascribed to the favor of their gods. p. 17, Para. 1, [230T].

Example OF Elijah. p. 17, Para. 2, [230T].

Elijah's faithful soul was grieved. His indignation was aroused, and
he was jealous for the glory of God. He saw that |srael was pl unged
into fearful apostasy. He was overwhel ned with amazenment and grief at
t he apostasy of the people when he called to mnd the great things that
God had wrought for them But all this was forgotten by the majority of
the people. He went before God, and with his soul wung with anguish,
plead for himto save his people if it nust be by judgments. He plead
with God to withhold fromhis ungrateful people dew and rain, the
treasures of heaven, that apostate Israel might look in vain to their
i dols of gold, wood, and stone, the sun, nmoon, and stars, their gods,
to water the earth and enrich it, and cause it to bring forth
plentifully. God told Elijah he had heard his prayer. He would wi thhold
fromhis people dew and rain, until they should turn unto himwith
repentance. p. 17, Para. 3, [230T].

God had especially guarded his people frommngling with the

i dol atrous nations around them |est their hearts should be deceived by
their attractive groves and shrines, tenples and altars, all of which
were arranged in the nost expensive, alluring manner, to pervert the
senses, so that God would be supplanted in their mnds. p. 18, Para.

1, [230r1].

Jericho was a city devoted to the npbst extravagant idolatry. The

i nhabitants were very wealthy. Al the riches that God had given them
they accredited to the gifts of their gods. Gold and silver were in
abundance. Like the people before the flood, they were corrupt and

bl asphenous. They insulted and provoked the God of Heaven by their
wi cked works. God's judgnments awakened agai nst Jericho. It was a



stronghol d. But the Captain of the Lord' s host came hinself from Heaven
to lead the arm es of Heaven in the attack upon the city. Angels of Cod
laid hold of the massive walls and brought themto the ground. God had
said that the city of Jericho should be accursed, and that all should
peri sh except Rahab and her househol d. They shoul d be saved because of
the favor that Rahab showed the messengers of the Lord. The word of the
Lord to the people was, "And ye in any w se keep yourselves fromthe
accursed thing, |lest ye nake yoursel ves accursed, when ye take of the
accursed thing, and make the canp of Israel a curse, and trouble it."
"And Joshua adjured themat that tinme, saying, Cursed be the man before
the Lord, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho; he shall |ay
the foundation thereof in his first-born, and in his youngest son shal
he set up the gates of it." Josh. 6:18, 26. p. 18, Para. 2, [230T].

God was very particular in regard to Jericho, |est the people should
be charnmed with the things that the inhabitants had worshi ped, and
their hearts be diverted from God. He guards his people by npst
positive commands. Notwi thstandi ng the solem injunction from God by
the mouth of Joshua, Achan ventured to transgress. Hi s covetousness |ed
himto take the treasures God had forbidden himto touch, because his
curse was upon it. And because of this man's sin, the Israel of God was
as weak as water before their enemes. p. 19, Para. 1, [230T].

Achan's Case Shows How God Regards Sin. p. 19, Para. 2, [230T1].

Joshua and the elders of Israel were in great affliction. They |ay
before the ark of God in nost abject humility, because the Lord was
wroth with his people. Joshua and the el ders of Israel prayed and wept
before God. The Lord spoke to Joshua, "CGet thee up; wherefore liest
thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath sinned, and they have al so
transgressed nmy covenant which | commanded them for they have even
taken of the accursed thing, and have al so stolen, and di ssenbled al so,
and they have put it even anong their own stuff. Therefore the children
of Israel could not stand before their enem es, but turned their backs
before their enemi es, because they were accursed; neither will | be
with you any nore, except ye destroy the accursed from anmong you." p.
19, Para. 3, [230r1].

I have been shown that CGod has here illustrated how he regards sin
anong those who profess to be his commandnent - keepi ng peopl e. Those
whom he has especially honored with witnessing the remarkabl e
exhibitions of his power, as did ancient Israel, and that will venture
to disregard his express directions, will be subjects of his wath. God
woul d teach his people that disobedi ence and sin are exceedingly
of fensive to him and not to be lightly regarded. He shows us that when
his people are found in sin, they should at once take deci ded neasures
to put the sin fromthem that his frown should not rest upon all his
people. But if those in responsible positions pass over the sins of the
peopl e of God, as a body, will be held responsible for the sins that
exist intheir mdst. God, in his dealings with his people in the past,
shows the necessity of purifying the church fromwongs that exist
anong them One sinner nmay diffuse darkness which will exclude the
light of God fromthe entire congregation. When the people realize that
darkness is settling upon them and they do not know t he cause, then
t hey should earnestly seek God in great humility and self-abasenent,
until the wongs which grieve God's Spirit are searched out and put
away from anong them p. 20, Para. 1, [230T].



Responsibility For Sins We Do Not Reprove. p. 21, Para. 1, [230T].

The prejudice which has arisen agai nst us because we have reproved
wrongs that God has shown ne existed, and the cry that has been raised
of harshness and severity, is unjust. God bids us speak, and we wil|l
not be silent. If wongs are apparent anong his people, and if the
servants of God pass on indifferent to them they virtually sustain and
justify the sinner, and are guilty alike with the sinner, and wll
recei ve the displeasure of God just as surely as the sinner; for they
will be nade responsible for the sins of the guilty. | have been in
vi sion pointed to many instances where the di spl easure of God has been
incurred by a neglect on the part of his servants to deal with the
wrongs and sins existing in their mdst. Those nen who have excused
wrongs have been thought by the people to be very am able, and of
| ovely disposition, sinply because they shunned to discharge a plain
and scriptural duty. The task was not agreeable to their feeling;
therefore they avoided it. p. 21, Para. 2, [230T1].

The spirit of hatred which has existed with some because the wrongs
among Cod' s peopl e have been reproved, has brought blindness and a
fearful deception upon their own souls, making it inpossible for them
to discrimnate between right and wong. They have put out their own
spiritual eyesight. They may wi tness wongs, but they do not feel as
did Joshua, and hunble their souls in humliation because the danger of
souls is felt by them p. 21, Para. 3, [230T].

The true people of God, who have the spirit of the work of the Lord
and the salvation of souls at heart, will ever viewsininits real
sinful character. They will always be on the side of faithful and plain
dealing with sins which easily beset the people of God. Especially in
the closing work for the church, in the sealing tine of the one hundred
and forty-four thousand, who are to stand without fault before the
throne of God, will they feel npbst deeply the wongs of God's professed
people. This is forcibly set forth by the prophet's illustration of the
| ast work under the figure of the nen, each having a sl aughter weapon
in his hand. One man anong them was clothed with linen, with a witer's
i nkhorn by his side. "And the Lord said unto him Go through the nidst
of the city, through the m dst of Jerusalem and set a mark upon the
foreheads of the nen that sigh and that cry for the abom nations that
be done in the mdst thereof."” p. 22, Para. 1, [230T].

Who are standing in the counsel of God at this tinme? Is it those who
virtually excuse wongs anong the professed people of God, and nurnur
in their hearts, if not openly, against those who would reprove sin? Is
it those who take their stand agai nst them and symnpathize with those
who conmit wong? No, indeed! These, unless they repent, and | eave the
wor k of Satan in oppressing those who have the burden of the work, and
hol di ng up the hands of sinners in Zion, will never receive the mark of
God's sealing approval. They will fall in the general destruction of
all the wicked, represented by the five nmen bearing slaughter weapons.
Mark this point with care: Those who receive the pure mark of truth,
wrought in them by the power of the Holy Ghost, represented by a mark
by the man in linen, are those "that sigh and cry for all the
abomi nations that are done" in the church. Their love for purity and
the honor and glory of God is such, and they have so clear a view of
t he exceedi ng sinfulness of sin, that they are represented as being in



an agony, even sighing and crying. Read Ezekiel, chapter nine. p. 22,
Para. 2, [230r1].

But the general slaughter of all those who do not thus see the w de
contrast between sin and righteousness, and do not feel as those do who
stand in the counsel of God and receive the mark, is described in the
order to the five nen with slaughter weapons: "Go ye after himthrough
the city, and smite; let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity; slay
utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and wonen; but
come not near any man upon whomis the mark; and begin at ny
sanctuary." p. 23, Para. 1, [230rT].

God said to Joshua (in the case of Achan's sins), "Neither will | be
with you any nore except ye destroy the accursed from anobng you." How
does this instance conpare with the course pursued by those who will
not raise their voice against sin and wong; but whose synpathies are
ever found with those who trouble the canp of Israel with their sins?
Said God to Joshua, "Thou canst not stand before thine enemes until ye
take away the accursed thing from anong you." He pronounced the
puni shment which should follow the transgression of his covenant. p.
23, Para. 2, [230T].

Joshua then began a diligent search to find out the guilty one. He
took Israel by their tribes, and then, by their famlies, and next,

i ndi vidually. Achan was designated as the guilty one. But that the
matter mght be plain to all Israel, that there should be no occasion
given themto murmur, and to say that the guiltless was made to suffer
Joshua used policy. He knew that Achan was the transgressor, and that
he had conceal ed his sin, and provoked God agai nst his people. Joshua
di screetly induced Achan to nake confession of his sin, that CGod's
honor and justice should be vindicated before Israel. "And Joshua said
unto Achan, My son, give, | pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel
and make confession unto him and tell me now what thou hast done. Hide
it not fromne." p. 23, Para. 3, [230T].

"And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed | have sinned against the
Lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have | done: When | saw anong the
spoils a goodly Babyl oni sh garment, and two hundred shekels of silver,
and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then | coveted them and
took them and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the m dst of ny
tent, and the silver under it. So Joshua sent nmessengers, and they ran
unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver, and
the garnment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters,
and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that
he had; and they brought themunto the valley of Achor. And Joshua
sai d, Wiy hast thou troubled us? the Lord shall trouble thee this day.
And all Israel stoned himw th stones, and burned themwth fire, after
they had stoned themwith stones.™ p. 24, Para. 1, [230T].

God said to Joshua, that not only had Achan taken the things which he
had positively charged themnot to take, |lest they be accursed, but had
stol en, and al so had dissenbl ed. The Lord said that Jericho and all its
spoils should be consuned, except the gold and silver, which was to be
reserved for the treasury of the Lord. The victory obtained in taking
Jericho was not through warfare, or the exposure of the people. The
Captain of the Lord's host had led the arm es of Heaven. The battle was
the Lord's. The children of Israel did not strike a blow. It was the



Lord who fought the battle. The victory and glory were the Lord's. The
spoils were his. He directed it all to be consumed, except the gold and
silver which he reserved for his treasury. Achan understood well the
reserve made, and that the treasures of gold and silver which he
coveted were the Lord's. He stole from God's treasury for his own
benefit. p. 25, Para. 1, [230T].

Covet ousness Anpbng God's People. p. 25, Para. 2, [230T1].

| saw that many who profess to be keeping the commandnents of God are
appropriating to their own use the neans which the Lord has intrusted
to them and which should come into his treasury. They rob God in
tithes and in offerings. They dissenble, and withhold from God to their
own hurt. They bring | eanness and poverty upon thensel ves, and darkness
upon the church, because of their covetousness, and in dissenbling, in
robbing God in tithes and in offerings. p. 25, Para. 3, [230T1].

| saw that many souls will sink in darkness because of their
covetousness. The plain, straight testinmony must live in the church, or
the curse of God will as surely rest upon his people as it did upon
ancient |Israel, because of their sins. God holds his people, as a body,
responsible for sins existing in individuals anong them If there is a
neglect with the | eaders of the church, to diligently search out the
sins which bring the displeasure of God as a body, they becone
responsi ble for these sins. But this is the nicest work that nen ever
engaged in, to deal with mnds. | have been shown that all are not
fitted to correct the erring. They have not wi sdomto deal justly,
while loving nercy. They will not be inclined to see the necessity of
m ngling |ove and tender conpassion with faithful reproof of wongs.
Sone will ever be needlessly severe, and will not feel the necessity of
the injunction of the apostle, "And of sone have conpassion, making a
difference; and others save with fear, pulling themout of the fire."
There are many who do not have the discretion of Joshua, and who have
no special duty to search out wongs, and to deal pronptly with the
sins existing anong them Let not such hinder those who have the burden
of this work upon them Let themnot stand in the way of those who have
this duty to do. Some nmke it a point to question, and doubt, and find
fault, because others do the work that God has not |aid upon them
These stand directly in the way to hinder those upon whom God has | aid
the burden of reproof, and of correcting the sins that are prevailing,
that his frown nmay be turned away from his people. Should a case like
Achan's be anpbng us, there are many who woul d accuse those who m ght
act the part of Joshua in searching out the wong, as having a fault-
finding, wcked spirit. God is not to be trifled with, and his warnings
di sregarded with inpunity by a perverse people. p. 26, Para. 1,
[230rT1].

I was shown that the manner of Achan's confession was sinmlar to the
confessions that sonme have made, and will make, anmong us. They hide
their wongs and refuse to make a voluntary confession, until God
searches them out, and then they acknow edge their sins. A few persons
pass on in a course of wong, until they beconme hardened. They nay even
know t hat the church is burdened, as Achan knew that |srael were nade
weak before their eneni es because of his guilt. Yet their consciences
do not condemm them They will not relieve the church by hunbling their
proud, rebellious hearts before God, and put away their wongs. God's
di spl easure is upon his people, and he will not manifest his power in



their mdst while sins are existing anong them and fostered by those
in responsible positions. p. 27, Para. 1, [230T].

Those who work in the fear of God to rid the church of hindrances, and
to correct grievous wongs, that the people of God may see the
necessity of abhorring sin, and that they nmay prosper in purity, and

the nane of God be glorified, will ever neet with resisting influences
fromthe unconsecrated. Zephani ah describes the true state of this
class, and the terrible judgnents that will come upon them p. 27,

Para. 2, [230r1].

"And it shall come to pass at that time, that | will search Jerusalem
with candl es, and punish the men that are settled on their |ees; that
say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will he do
evil." "The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth
greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord; the m ghty man shal
cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wath, a day of trouble and
di stress, a day of wasteness and desol ation, a day of darkness and
gl oom ness, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trunpet
and al arm agai nst the fenced cities, and agai nst the high towers. And
will bring distress upon nmen that they shall walk Iike blind men,
because they have sinned against the Lord; and their blood shall be
poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver
not their gold shall be able to deliver themin the day of the Lord's
wrath; but the whole | and shall be devoured by the fire of his
j eal ousy; for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all themthat
dwell in the land." p. 27, Para. 3, [230T].

Conf essi ons Made Too Late. p. 28, Para. 1, [230Tr].

When finally a crisis cones, as it surely will, and God speaks in
behal f of his people, those who have sinned, those who have been a
cl oud of darkness, who have stood directly in the way of God's working
for his people, nay becone alarned at the |l ength they have gone in

murmuring and in bringing di scouragenent upon the cause, they will be
terrified, and, |ike Achan, acknow edge that they have sinned. But
their confessions will be too late. They are not of the right kind for

t hemsel ves, although they may relieve the cause of God. Their
confessions are not nmade because of a conviction of their true state,
and a sense of how di spl easing their course has been to God. God may
give this class another test, another proving, and | et them show t hat
they are no nore prepared to stand free fromall rebellion and sin than
before their confessions were made. They are inclined to ever be one

the side of wong. And when the call is made for those who will be on
the Lord's side to make a deci ded nove, to vindicate the right, they
will manifest their true position. Those who have been nearly all their
lives controlled by a spirit as foreign fromthe Spirit of Cod as
Achan's, will, when the time cones for decided action fromall, be very
passive. They will not claimto be on either side. The power of Satan

has so long held themthat they seem blinded, and have no inclination
to stand in defense of right. If they are not taking a determ ned
course on the wong side, it is not because they have a clear sense of
the right, but because they dare not. p. 28, Para. 2, [230T].

I have been shown that God will not be trifled with. It is tinme of
conflict when the true colors should be flung to the breeze. It is then
the standard-bearers need to be firmand let their true position be



known. It is then the skill of every true soldier for the right is
tested; shirks can never wear the laurels of victory. Those who are
true and loyal will not conceal the fact, but will put heart and m ght
in the work, and venture their all in the struggle, let the battle turn
as it will. God is a sin-hating God. And those who will encourage the
sinner, saying, It is well with thee, God will curse. p. 29, Para. 1,

[ 230T].

Confessions of sin nmade at the right time to relieve the people of God
will be accepted of him But there are those anmong us who will nake
confessions, as did Achan, too late to save thenselves. God may prove
them and give them another trial, for the sake of his people to
evidence to themthat they will not endure one test, one proving of
God. They are not in harnony with right. They despi se the straight
testinmony that reaches the heart, and they would rejoice to see every
one silenced that gives reproof. p. 29, Para. 2, [230r].

The people of Israel had been gradually losing their fear and
reverence for God, until his word through Joshua had no wei ght with
them "In his days did Hiel the Beth-elite build Jericho: he laid the
foundati on thereof in Abiramhis first-born, and set up the gates
thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the Lord,
whi ch he spake by Joshua the son of Nun." p. 30, Para. 1, [230T].

While Israel was apostatizing, Elijah was a true prophet of God. He
remai ned |loyal and true to God. His faithful soul was greatly

di stressed as he saw that unbelief and infidelity were fast separating
the children of Israel from God. Elijah prayed that God woul d save his
people. He entreated that the Lord would not wholly cast away his
sinni ng people, but by his judgnments, if necessary, arouse themto
repentance, and not permt themto go on to still greater lengths in
sin, and thus provoke himto destroy themas a nation. p. 30, Para. 2,
[ 230T].

The nessage of the Lord cane to Elijah to go to Ahab, with the
denunci ati ons of his judgnments, because of the sins of Israel. Elijah
travel ed day and night until he reached the palace of Ahab. He
solicited no adm ssion, and waited not to be formally announced. Al
unexpectedly to Ahab, Elijah stands before the astoni shed king of
Samaria in the course garnents usually worn by the prophets. He made no
apol ogy for his abrupt appearance, without invitation. He raised his
hands to heaven, and solemly affirmed by the living God, who nade the
heavens and the earth, the judgnments which would cone upon |srael
"There shall be neither dew nor rain these years, but according to ny
word." p. 30, Para. 3, [230T].

This startling denunciation of God' s judgnents because of the sins of
Israel fell like a thunderbolt upon the apostate king. He seened to be
paral yzed with amazenent and terror; and before he could recover from
his astonishnent, Elijah without waiting to see the effect of his
nmessage, |eft as suddenly as he cane. His work was to speak the word of
woe from God, and he instantly withdrew. Hs word had | ocked up the
treasures of heaven, and his word was the only key which could open
them again. p. 31, Para. 1, [230r1].

The Lord knew that there was no safety for his servant anong the
children of Israel. He would not trust himw th apostate |srael; but



sent Elijah to find an asylum anbng a heat hen nation. He directed him
to a woman that was a wi dow, who was in such poverty that she could
barely sustain life with the nost neager fare. A heathen wonan, |iving
up to the best light she had, was in a nore acceptable state with God
than the wi dows of |srael who had been blessed with especia

privileges, and great light, and who did not live according to the
Iight which God had given them As the Hebrews rejected light, they
were left in darkness. God would not trust his servant anong his people
who had provoked his divine anger. p. 31, Para. 2, [230T].

Now there is an opportunity for apostate Ahab and pagan Jezebel to
test the power of their gods, and to prove the word of Elijah false.
Jezebel's prophets are nunbered by hundreds. Against themall, stands
Elijah, alone. H's word has | ocked heaven. |f Baal can give dew and
rain, and cause vegetation to flourish, if he can cause the brooks and
streans of water to flow on as usual, independent of the treasures of
heaven, in the showers of rain, then let the king of Israel worship
him and the people say he is God. p. 32, Para. 1, [230T].

Elijah was a man subject to |like passions as ourselves. H's mission to
Ahab, and the terrible denunciation to himof the judgnents of God,
requi red courage and faith. On his way to Samaria, the perpetually
flowing streans, the hills covered with verdue, the forests of stately,
flourishing trees, everything his eye rested upon, flourishing in
beauty and glory, would naturally suggest unbelief. How can all these
things in nature so flourishing be burned with drought? How can these
streans that water the |land, and that have never been known to cease
their flow, become dry? But Elijah did not cherish unbelief. He went
forth on his mission at the peril of his Iife. He fully believed that
God woul d hunbl e his apostate people, and through the visitation of his
judgnents would bring themto humliation and repentance. He ventured
everything in the m ssion before him p. 32, Para. 2, [230T].

When Ahab recovers in a degree fromhis astoni shnent at the words of
Elijah, the prophet was gone. He made diligent inquiry for him but no
one had seen himor could give any information respecting him Ahab
i nformed Jezebel of the word of woe that Elijah had uttered in his
presence, and her hatred agai nst the prophet was expressed to the
priests of Baal. They unite with her in denouncing and cursing the
prophet of Jehovah. The news of the prophet's denunciations are spread
all through the | and, arousing the fears of sone and the wath of nmany.
p. 32, Para. 3, [230T].

After a few nonths, the earth, unrefreshed by dew or rain, becones
dry, and vegetation withers. The streans of water that have never been
known to cease their flow, decrease, and the brooks of water dry up
Jezebel's prophets offer their sacrifices to their gods, and call upon
them ni ght and day to refresh the earth by dews and rain. But their
i ncantations and deceptions fornerly practiced to deceive the people do
not answer the purpose now. The priests have done everything to appease
the anger of their gods, and with a perseverance and zeal worthy of a
better cause, have they lingered around their pagan altars, while the
flames of sacrifice burn on all the high places, and the fearful cries
and entreaties of the priests of Baal are heard night after night
t hrough doonmed Samaria. But the clouds do not appear in the heavens to
cut off the burning rays of the sun. The word of Elijah stands firm
and nothing that Baal's priests can do will change the word spoken by



Elijah. p. 33, Para. 1, [230T].

An entire year passes, and another has commenced, and yet there is no
rain. The earth is parched, as though a fire had passed over it. The
flourishing fields become as the scorching desert. The air becones dry
and suffocating, the dust stormblinds the eyes, and nearly stops the
breath. The groves of Baal are |eafless, and the forest trees give no
shade, but appear as skel etons. Hunger and thirst are telling upon man
and beast with fearful nortality. p. 33, Para. 2, [230T1].

The I nmpenitent People Unsubdued By Judgnents. p. 34, Para. 1, [230T1].

Al this evidence of God's justice and judgnment does not awaken |srae
to repentance. Jezebel is filled with insane madness. She will not bend
nor yield to the God of Heaven. Baal's prophets, Ahab, Jezebel, and
nearly the whole of Israel, charged their calanmty upon Elijah. Ahab
had sent to every kingdom and nation in search of Elijah, and he
requi red an oath of the kingdons and nations of Israel, that they knew
nothing in regard to the strange prophet. Elijah | ocked heaven with his
word, and had taken the key with him and he could not be found. p.

34, Para. 2, [230T].

Jezebel then decided, as she could not nake Elijah feel her nurderous
power, that she would be revenged by destroying the prophets of God in
Israel. No one who professed to be a prophet of God should live. This
determ ned, infuriated woman executed her work of madness in slaying
the Lord's prophets. Baal's priests, and nearly all Israel, were so far
del uded that they thought if the prophets of God were slain the
calamity under which they were suffering would cease. p. 34, Para. 3,
[230rT1].

But the second year passes, and the pitiless heavens give no rain.
Drouth and fam ne are doing their sad work, and yet the apostate
Israelites do not hunmble their sinful, proud hearts before God. But
they murnmur and conpl ai n agai nst the prophet of God who has brought
this dreadful state of things upon them Fathers and nothers see their
children perish with no power to relieve them And yet they were in
such terrible darkness that they could not see that the justice of God
was awakened agai nst them because of their sins, and that this terrible
calanmty was sent in nmercy to them to save themformfully denying and
forsaking the God of their fathers. p. 34, Para. 4, [230T].

It will cost Israel suffering and great affliction to bring themto
that repentance necessary in order to recover their lost faith, and a
clear sense of their responsibility to God. Their apostasy was nore
dreadful than drought or famine. Elijah waited, and prayed in faith
through the | ong years of drought and fam ne, that the hearts of
I srael, through their affliction, mght be turned fromtheir idolatry,
to allegiance to God. Notwithstanding all their sufferings, they stood
firmin their idolatry, and | ooked upon the prophet of God as the cause
of their calamty. And if they could have had Elijah in their power
they woul d have delivered himto Jezebel, that she might satisfy her
revenge by taking his life. Because Elijah dared to utter the word of
woe whi ch God had bidden him he had nmade hinself the object of their
hatred. They could not see God's hand in the judgments under which they
were suffering because of their sins. They charged themto the man,
Elijah. They abhorred not the sins which had brought them under the



chastening rod, but hated the faithful prophet, God's instrument to
denounce their sins and calanmty. "And it came to pass, after many
days, that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year
saying, Go show thyself unto Ahab, and | will send rain upon the
earth." p. 35, Para. 1, [230T].

Elijah hesitated not to start on his perilous journey. He had been

hat ed, and hunted fromcity to city by the mandate of the king, for
three years, and the whol e nation had given their oath that the prophet
could not be found. And now Elijah, by the word of God, is to present
hi msel f before Ahab. Through the apostasy of all Israel, the governor
of Ahab's house has proved faithful to God, while his master is a
wor shi per of Baal. He had, at the risk of his owm life, preserved the
prophets of God, by hiding themby fifties in a cave, and feeding them
Wil e the servant of Ahab is searching throughout the kingdom for
springs and brooks of water, Elijah presented hinself before him
Obadi ah reverenced the prophet of God, and as Elijah sends himwith a
nmessage to the king, he is greatly terrified. He sees danger and death
to hinself and also to Elijah. He pleads earnestly that his life m ght
not be sacrificed; but Elijah assures Obadiah with an oath that he will
see Ahab that day. The prophet will not go to Ahab but as one of God's
messengers to command respect, and he sends by Cbadi ah a nessage,
"Behold, Elijah is here." If Ahab wants to see Elijah, he has now the
opportunity to come to him Elijah will not go to Ahab. p. 36, Para.
1, [230r1].

The king heard the nmessage with astonishnment, mngled with terror

that Elijah, whom he feared and hated, was comng to neet him He had

| ong sought for the prophet that he m ght destroy him and he knew that
Elijah would not expose his |life to come to him unless guarded, or
with sonme terrible denunciation. He renenbers the wthered arm of
Jeroboam and he decides that it is not safe to |lift up his hand

agai nst the messenger of God. And with fear and trenbling, and with a

| arge retinue, he hastens with an inposing display of armes to neet
Elijah. And as he neets the man he has so | ong sought for, face to
face, he dares not harmhim The king, so passionate, and filled with
hatred agai nst Elijah, seemed to be powerless and unmanned in his
presence. As he nmet the prophet, he could not refrain from speaking the
| anguage of his heart, "Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" Elijah,

i ndi gnant and jealous for the honor and glory of God, answered the
charge of Ahab with bol dness, "I have not troubled Israel, but thou and
thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandnents of the
Lord." p. 36, Para. 2, [230T1].

Elijah Firmy Reproves The People. p. 37, Para. 1, [230T].

The prophet, as God's nessenger, had reproved their sins, denouncing
upon them the judgnments of God, because of their w ckedness. Elijah
standi ng al one in conscious innocence, firmin his integrity,
surrounded by the train of arned nen, shows no timdity, neither does
he show the | east reverence to the king. The man whom God has tal ked
with, who has a clear sense of how God regards man in his sinfu
depravity, has no apol ogy to nmake to Ahab, nor honmage to give him
Elijah, as God's nessenger, now comranded, and Ahab obeyed at once the
conmand, as though Elijah was monarch, and he the subject. p. 37,
Para. 2, [230T1].



Elijah demands a convocation of all Israel at Carnel, and al so of al
the prophets of Baal. The awful solemity in the | ooks of the prophet
gi ves himthe appearance of one standing in the presence of the Lord
God of Israel. The condition of Israel in their apostasy demanded a
firm demeanor, stern speech, and commandi ng authority. God prepares the
nmessage to fit the tinme and occasion. Sonetines God puts his Spirit
upon his nessengers to sound an alarmday and night, as did his
messenger John, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord." Then, again, nen of

action are needed, who will not be swerved from duty, but whose energy
wi Il arouse, and demand, "who will be on the Lord's side,” let himcone
over with us. God will have a fitting nessage to neet his people in

their various conditions. p. 37, Para. 3, [230I].

Swi ft nessengers are sent throughout the kingdomw th the nessage from
Elijah. Representatives are sent fromtowns, villages, cities, and
famlies. Al seemin haste to answer the call, as though sone
wonderful mracle was to be performed. Ahab, according to Elijah's
command, gathers the prophets of Baal at Carnel. The heart of Israel's
apostate | eader is overawed, and he trenblingly follows the direction
of the stern prophet of God. p. 38, Para. 1, [230T].

The assenbly was upon Mount Carnel, a place of beauty when the dew and
rain fall upon it, causing it to flourish. But now the beauty of Carnel
has | angui shed under the curse of God. Upon Mount Carnel, which was the
excel | ency of groves and of flowers, Baal's prophets had erected their
altars for their pagan worship. This mountain was conspi cuous, and
overl ooked the surroundi ng countries. As upon Munt Carnel God had been
signally dishonored by idolatrous worship, Elijah chose this as the
pl ace nmost conspicuous for the display of God' s power and to vindicate
his honor. It was in sight of a large portion of the kingdom Jezebel's
prophets, eight hundred and fifty in nunber, |ike a reginment of
sol diers prepared for battle, march out in a body with instrunental
nmusi ¢, and i nposing display. But there was trenbling in their hearts as
they considered that, at the word of this prophet of Jehovah, the | and
of Israel had been destitute of dew and rain three years. They felt
that some fearful crisis was at hand. They had trusted in their gods,
but could not unsay the words of Elijah, and prove himfalse. But their
gods were indifferent to their frantic cries, prayers, and sacrifices.
p. 38, Para. 2, [230T].

Elijah, early in the norning, stands upon Munt Carnel, surrounded by
apostate Israel and the prophets of Baal. He stands undaunted, he, a

l one man, in that vast nultitude. The nan whom t he whol e ki ngdom has
charged with its weight of woe is before them wunterrified, unattended
by visible arm es and inposing display. He stands, clad with his coarse
garnent, with awful solemmity in his countenance, as though fully aware
of his sacred comm ssion, as the servant of God, to execute his
conmands. Elijah fastened his eyes upon the highest ridge of nountains,
where had once stood the altar of Jehovah, when the nountain was
covered with flourishing trees and flowers. The blight of God was now
upon it, and all the desolation of Israel was in full view of the

negl ected and torn-down altar of Jehovah, and in sight were the altars
of Baal. Ahab stands at the head of the priests of Baal, and all wait

i n anxi ous, fearful expectation for the words of Elijah. p. 39, Para.
1, [230r1].

In the full light of the sun, surrounded by thousands, nmen of war, the



prophets of Baal, and the nmonarch of I|srael, stands the defensel ess
man, Elijah, apparently alone, yet not alone. The nost powerful host of
Heaven surrounds him Angels that excel in strength have come from
Heaven to shield the faithful and righteous prophet. p. 40, Para. 1,
[230rT1].

Elijah, with stern and conmmandi ng voice, cries out, "How | ong halt ye
between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him but if Baal, then
follow him And the people answered himnot a word." Not one in that
vast assenbly dare utter one word for God, and show their loyalty to
Jehovah. p. 40, Para. 2, [230T1].

What astoni shing deception and fearful blindness had, |ike a dark
cloud, covered Israel. This blindness and apostasy had not cl osed about
t hem suddenly, but it had come upon them gradually, as they had not
heeded the word of reproof and warning which the Lord had sent to them
because of their pride and their sins. They, in this fearful crisis, in
the presence of the idolatrous priests and the apostate king, renmin
neutral. If God abhors one sin above another, of which his people are
guilty, it is doing nothing in a case of enmergency. Indifference and
neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded of God as a grievous
crime, and equal to the very worst type of hostility against God. p
40, Para. 3, [230T].

Fal se Teachers Exposed. p. 40, Para. 4, [230T].

Al Israel is silent. Again the voice of Elijah is heard addressing
them "1 only ama prophet of the Lord, whilst Baal's prophets are four
hundred and fifty nen. Let themtherefore give us two bullocks; and |et
t hem choose one bullock for thenselves, and cut it in pieces, and |ay

it on wood, and put no fire under; and I will dress the other bullock
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under; and call ye on the nane of
your gods, and | will call on the nane of the Lord; and the God that

answereth by fire, let himbe God. And all the people answered and
said, It is well spoken. and Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal
Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are
many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. And
they took the bullock which was given them and they dressed it, and
called on the nanme of Baal from norning even until noon, saying, O
Baal , hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they
| eaped upon the altar which was made." p. 40, Para. 5, [230T].

The proposition of Elijah is reasonable. The people dare not evade it,
and they find courage to answer, "The word is good." The prophets of
Baal dare not dissent or evade the matter. CGod has directed this trial
and has prepared confusion for the authors of idolatry, and a signa
triunph for his nane. The priests of Baal dare not do otherw se than
accept the conditions. Wth terror and guiltiness in their hearts, but
outwardly bold and defiant, they rear their altar, lay on the wood and
the victim and then begin their incantations, their chanting and
baw i ng, characteristic of pagan worship. Their shrill cries re-echo
t hrough forests and nountains, "O Baal, hear us." The priests gather in
an arny about their altars, and with | eaping and unnatural gestures,
and withing and screanm ng, and stanping, and tearing their hair, and
cutting thensel ves, they manifest apparent sincerity. p. 41, Para. 1
[230rT1].



But the norning is gone, and noon has come, and yet there has been no
nmove of the gods in pity to Baal's priests, the deluded worshipers of
idols. No voice answers their frantic cries. The priests are
continual ly devising how, by deception, they can kindle the fire upon
the altars, and give the glory to Baal. But the firmeye of Elijah
wat ches every notion. Eight hundred voi ces become hoarse. Their
garnments are covered with blood, and yet their frantic excitenment does
not abate. Their pleadings are mingled with cursings to their sun-god
that he does not send fire for their altars. Elijah stands by, watching
with eagle eye | est any deception should be practiced; for he knewif
they could, by any device, kindle their altar-fire, he would be torn in
pi eces upon the spot. He wi shes to show the people the folly of their
doubts, and their halting between two opi nions, when they have the
wonder ful works of God's majestic power in their behalf, and
i nnunmer abl e evi dences of his infinite nercies and | oving-ki ndness
toward them "And it came to pass, at noon, that Elijah nocked them
and said, Cry aloud; for he is a god: either he is talking, or he is
pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and nust
be awaked. And they cried al oud, and cut thenselves after their manner
with knives and | ancets, till the blood gushed out upon them And it
cane to pass when mdday was past, and they prophesied until the tine
of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice,
nor any to answer, nor any that regarded." p. 42, Para. 1, [230T].

How gl adly woul d Satan, who fell like |ightning from Heaven, cone to
the hel p of those whom he had decei ved, and whose m nds he had
controlled, and who were fully devoted to his service. Gadly would he
have sent the lightning and kindled their sacrifices; but Jehovah had
set Satan's bounds. He had restrained his power, and all his devices
coul d not convey one spark to Baal's altars. Evening draws on. The
prophets of Baal are wearied, faint, and confused. One suggests one
thing, and one, another, until they cease their efforts. Their shrieks
and curses no |onger resound over Mwunt Carnel. Wth weakness and
despair, they retire fromthe contest. p. 43, Para. 1, [230T1].

The peopl e have witnessed the terrible denonstrations of the
unreasonabl e, frantic priests. They have wi tnessed their |eaping upon
the altar, as though they would grasp the burning rays fromthe sun to
serve their altars. They have beconme tired of the exhibitions of
denoni sm of pagan idolatry; and they feel earnest and anxious to hear
what Elijah will speak. p. 43, Para. 2, [230T].

Elijah's turn has now cone. "And Elijah said unto all the people, Cone
near unto me. And all the people came near unto him And he repaired
the altar of the Lord that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve
stones, according to the nunber of the tribes of the sons of Jacob
unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, |Israel shall be thy nane;
and with the stones he built an altar in the nane of the Lord; and he
made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two neasures
of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces,
and laid himon the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and
pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the
second tinme. And they did it the second tinme. And he said, Do it the
third tine. And they did it the third tinme. And the water ran round
about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. And it came
to pass at the tinme of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that
Elijah, the prophet, cane near, and said, Lord God of Abraham |Isaac,



and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in |srael

and that | amthy servant, and that | have done all these things at thy
word. Hear ne, O Lord, hear ne, that this people may know that thou art
the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then
the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in
the trench. And when all the people sawit, they fell on their faces;
and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God." p.
43, Para. 3, [230T].

Elijah, at the hour of evening sacrifice, repairs the altar of God
whi ch the apostasy of Israel has allowed the priests of Baal to tear
down. He does not call upon one of the people to aid himin his

| aborious work. The altars of Baal are all prepared; but Elijah turns
to the broken-down altar of God, which is nbre sacred and precious to
himinits unsightly ruins than all the nagnificent altars of Baal. p.
44, Para. 1, [230T].

Elijah respected the Lord's covenant with his people, although they
had apostatized. Wth cal mess and solemity, he repaired the broken-
down altar with twelve stones, according to the nunber of the twelve
tribes of Israel. The di sappointed priests of Baal, wearied with their
vain, frenzied efforts, were sitting to see what Elijah would do. They
were filled with fear and hatred toward the prophet for proposing the
test which had exposed their weakness and the inefficiency of their
gods. p. 44, Para. 2, [230T].

The people of Israel stand spell-bound, pale, anxious, and al npst
breathl ess with awe, while Elijah calls upon Jehovah, the Creator of

t he heavens and the earth. The people have witnessed the fanatical
unreasonabl e frenzy of the prophets of Baal. Now they are privileged to
Wi tness the cal mand awe-inspiring deportment of Elijah, in contrast.
He rem nded the people of their degeneracy, which had awakened t he
wrath of God against them and then calls upon themto hunble their
hearts, and turn to the God of their fathers, that his curse nay be
renmoved fromthem Ahab and his idolatrous priests are | ooking on with
amazement nmingled with terror. They await the result w th anxious,
solem silence. p. 45, Para. 1, [230T].

After the victimwas |aid upon the altar, he commanded the people to
flood with water the sacrifice, and the altar, and fill the trench
round about the altar. Elijah then reverentially bows before the unseen
God, raises his hands toward Heaven, and offers a calmand sinple
prayer, unattended with viol ent gestures, or contortions of the body.
No shrieks resound over Carmel's hight. A solemn silence, which is
oppressive to the priests of Baal, rests upon themall. In his prayer,
Elijah makes use of no extravagant expressions. He prays to Jehovah as
t hough he was nigh, w tnessing the whole scene, and hearing his
sincere, fervent, yet sinple prayer. Baal's priests had screaned, and
foamed, and | eaped, and prayed, very long--from nmorning until near
evening. Elijah's prayer was very short, earnest, reverential, and
sincere. No sooner had his prayer been uttered, than flanes of fire
descend, in a distinct manner, from Heaven like a brilliant flash of
lightning, kindling the wood for sacrifice, and consum ng the victim
licking up the water in the trench, and consum ng even the stones of
the altar. The brilliancy of the blaze is painful to the eyes of the
mul titude and illunes the nountain. The people of the ki ngdom of



I srael, not gathered upon the nmount, are watching with interest the
gat hering of the people upon the mount. As the fire descends, they

witness it, and are amazed at the sight. It resenbles the pillar of
fire at the Red Sea, which by night separated the children of Israe
fromthe Egyptian host. p. 45, Para. 2, [230T].

The peopl e upon the nountain prostrate thenselves in terror and awe
before the unseen God. They cannot | ook upon the bright, consuming fire
sent from Heaven. They fear that they will be consumed in their
apostasy and sins. They cry out with one voice, which resounds over the
nmount ai n, and echoes to the plains below themwith terrible
di stinctness, "The Lord, he is the CGod; the Lord, he is the God."

Israel is at |ast aroused and undecei ved. They see their sin, and how
greatly they have dishonored God. Their anger is aroused against the
prophets of Baal. Wth fearful terror, Ahab and Baal's priests

wi t nessed the wonderful exhibition of Jehovah's power. Again is heard,
in startling words of command, the voice of Elijah to the people, "Take
the prophets of Baal, let not one of them escape." And the people were
ready to obey the word of Elijah. They seized the fal se prophets who
had del uded them and brought themto the brook Kishon, and there
Elijah, with his own hand, slew these idolatrous priests. p. 46, Para.
1, [230r1].

The judgnents of God have been executed upon the false priests; the
peopl e have confessed their sins, and have acknow edged their father's
God; and now the withering curse of God is to be withdrawn, and he will
again refresh the earth with dew and rain, renewi ng his blessings unto
his people. p. 47, Para. 1, [230Tr].

Elijah addressed Ahab, "Get thee up, eat and drink, for there is a
sound of abundance of rain." Wile Ahab went up to feast, Elijah went
up fromthe fearful sacrifice, to the top of Mount Carnel to pray. Hs
wor k of slaying the pagan priests did not unfit himfor the solem
exercise of prayer. He had performed the will of God. After he had, as
God' s instrunent, done what he could to remove the cause of Israel's
apostasy, in slaying the idolatrous priests, he could do no nore. He
then intercedes in behalf of sinning, apostate Israel. In the npst
pai nful position, he bowed with his face between his knees, and nost
earnestly supplicated God to send rain. Six times successively he sent
his servant to see if there was any visible token that God had heard
his prayer. He would not beconme inpatient and faithless because the
Lord did not imediately give the token that his prayer was heard. He
continued in earnest prayer, sending his servant seven tines, to see if
God had granted any signal. His servant returned the sixth time from
his outl ook toward the sea, with the discouraging report that there was
no sign of clouds formng in the brassy heavens. The seventh tine, he
infornmed Elijah that there was a small cloud to be seen, about the size
of a man's hand. This was enough to satisfy the faith of Elijah. He did
not wait for the heavens to gather blackness, to make the matter sure.
In that small, rising cloud, his faith hears the sound of abundance of
rain. Elijah's works are in accordance with his faith. He sends a
message to Ahab by his servant, "Prepare thy chariot, and get thee
down, that the rain stop thee not." p. 47, Para. 2, [230T].

Elijah's Humlity. p. 48, Para. 1, [230T].

Here Elijah venture sonmething upon his faith. He did not wait for



sight. "And it cane to pass, in the nmeanwhile, that the heaven was

bl ack with clouds and wi nd, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode,
and went to Jezreel. And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he
girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel."
p. 48, Para. 2, [230T].

Elijah had passed through great excitenent and | abor during the day;
but the Spirit of the Lord canme upon hi m because he had been obedient,

and had done his will in executing the idolatrous priests. Some woul d
be ready to say, Wat a hard, cruel nan Elijah nust have been! And any
one who shall defend the honor of God at any risk, will bring censure

and condemati on upon hinself froma |large class. The rain began to
descend. It was night, and the blinding rain prevented Ahab from seei ng
his course. Elijah, nerved by the Spirit and power of God, girded his
coarse garnment about him and ran before the chariot of Ahab, guiding
his course to the entrance of the city. The prophet of God had
hum |'i at ed Ahab before his people. He had slain his idolatrous priest,
and now he wi shed to show to |Israel that he acknowl edges Ahab as his
king. As an act of special homage, he guided his chariot, running
before it to the entrance of the gate of the city. p. 48, Para. 3,
[230rT1].

Here is a |l esson for young nmen who profess to be servants of God,
bearing his nessage, who are exalted in their own estinmation. There is
not hi ng remarkabl e they can trace in their experience, as could Elijah
yet they feel above perform ng duties which appear to them nenial. They
will not come down fromtheir mnisterial dignity to do needfu
service, fearing they are doing the work of a servant. All such should
learn fromthe exanple of Elijah. His word | ocked the treasures of
heaven, the dew and rain, fromthe earth, three years. H s word al one
was the key to unlock heaven, and bring showers of rain. He was honored
of God as he offered his sinple prayer in the presence of the king and
t he t housands of Israel, and, in answer, fire flashes from heaven, and
kindles the fire upon the altar of sacrifice. H s hand executed the
judgment of God in slaying eight hundred and fifty priests of Baal; and
yet, after the exhausting toil of the day, he who could bring down fire
from heaven, and bring the clouds and the rain, after a day of nost
signal triunph, was willing to performthe service of a nenial, and run
before the chariot of Ahab in the darkness, and wind, and rain, to
serve the sovereign he had not feared to rebuke to his face because of
his crinmes and sins. The king passed within the gates. Elijah wapt
hinmself in his mantle, and |ay upon the bare earth. p. 49, Para. 1,

[ 230T1].

Elijah In Despondency. p. 50, Para. 1, [230T].

After Elijah had shown such undaunted courage in a contest between
life and death, after he had triunmphed over the king, priest, and
peopl e, we would naturally suppose that he woul d never give way to
despondency, or be awed into timdity. p. 50, Para. 2, [230T].

After his first appearance to Ahab, denounci ng upon himthe judgnents
of God because of his and Israel's apostasy, God directed his course
fromJezebel's power to a place of safety in the mountains, by the
brook Cherith. He honored Elijah by sending food to himnorning and
eveni ng, by an angel of Heaven. Then, as the brook became dry, he sent
himto the wi dow of Serepta, and wought a miracle daily, to keep the



widow s family and Elijah in food. After he had been bl essed with

evi dences of such |ove and care from God, we would suppose Elijah would
never distrust God. But the apostle tells us he was a man of Iike
passions as we, and subject, as we are, to tenptations. p. 50, Para.

3, [230r1].

Ahab related to Jezebel the wonderful events of the day, and the
wonder ful exhi bitions of the power of God. showi ng that Jehovah, the
Creator of the heavens and the earth, was God, and that Elijah had
slain the prophets of Baal. This woman was hardened in sin, and she
becane infuriated. Jezebel, bold, defiant, and determ ned in her
i dol atry, declared to Ahab that Elijah should not live. p. 50, Para.
4, [230T].

That ni ght a nessenger aroused the weary prophet, and delivered the
word of Jezebel, in the nane of her pagan gods, that she would, in the
presence of Israel, do to Elijah as he had done to the priests of Baal
Elijah should have net this threat and oath of Jezebel with an appea
for protection to the God of Heaven, who had conm ssioned himto do the
wor k he had done. He should have told the nessenger that the God in
whom he trusted would be his protector against the hatred and threats
of Jezebel. But the faith and courage of Elijah seemto forsake him He
starts up fromhis slunbers bew |l dered. The rain is pouring fromthe
heavens, and darkness is on every side. He |loses sight of God. He flees
for his |life as though the avenger of bl ood was cl ose behind him He
| eaves his servant behind him on the way, and in the norning, he is
far fromthe habitations of men, upon a dreary desert, alone. p. 51
Para. 1, [230T1].

"And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to
Beer - sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. But
he hinself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and cane and sat
down under a juniper tree; and he requested for hinself that he m ght
die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away ny life; for | am
not better than ny fathers. And as he lay and slept under a juniper
tree, behold then an angel touched him and said unto him Arise and
eat. And he | ooked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals,
and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid
hi m down again. And the angel of the Lord cane again the second tine,
and touched him and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too
great for thee. And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the
strength of that neat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the nount
of God. And he came thither unto a cave, and | odged there; and, behold,
the word of the Lord came to him and he said unto him What doest thou
here, Elijah?" p. 51, Para. 2, [230T1].

Elijah shoul d have trusted in God who had warned hi mwhen to flee, and
where to find an asylumfromthe hatred of Jezebel, secure fromthe
diligent search of Ahab. The Lord had not warned him at this time, to
flee. He had not waited for the Lord to speak to him He noved rashly.
God woul d have shielded his servant, and woul d have given hi m anot her
signal victory in Israel, in sending his judgnents upon Jezebel, had he
waited with faith and patience. p. 52, Para. 1, [230T].

Weary and prostrate, Elijah sat down to rest. He was discouraged, and
felt like murmuring. He said, "Now, O Lord, take away ny life; for | am
not better than ny fathers.” He feels that life is no nore desirable.



He expected, after the signal display of God's power in the presence of
Israel, that they would be true and faithful to God. He expected that
Jezebel would no |onger have influence over the m nd of Ahab, and that
there would be a general revolution in the kingdom of Israel. Wen the
t hreat eni ng nessage whi ch has come from Jezebel is delivered to him he
forgets that God is the same all-powerful and pitiful God that he was
when he prayed to himfor fire from heaven, and it canme, and for rain,
and it cane. God had granted every request; yet Elijah is a fugitive,
far fromthe honmes of nmen, and wi shing never to | ook upon nan again.

p. 52, Para. 2, [230T].

God Does Not Forsake Hi s Desponding Servant. p. 53, Para. 1, [230Tr].

How di d God | ook upon his suffering servant? Did he forsake him
because of despondency and despair had seized hin? Ch, no. Elijah was
prostrated with discouragenment. Al day had he toiled w thout food.
When he gui ded the chariot of Ahab, running before it to the gate of
the city, he was strong of courage. He had hi gh hopes of I|srael, that,
as a nation, they would return to their allegiance to God, and again be
re-instated in his favor. But the reaction which frequently foll ows
el evation of faith, marked and gl ori ous success, was pressing upon
Elijah. He was exalted to Pisgah's top, to be humliated in the | owest
valley in faith and feeling. But God's eye is still upon his servant.
He loves himno less while he is feeling broken-hearted and forsaken of
God and man, than when, in answer to his prayer, the fire flashed from
heaven, illumnating Carnel. p. 53, Para. 2, [230T].

Those who have not borne weighty responsibilities, who have not been
accustoned to feel very deeply, cannot understand the feelings of
Elijah, and be prepared to give himthe tender synpathy he deserves.
God knows, and can read, the heart's sore angui sh under tenptation and
sore conflict. As Elijah slept under the juniper tree, a soft touch and
pl easant voice aroused him He starts at once in his terror, as if to
flee, as though his eneny, in pursuit of his |ife, had indeed found
him But in the pitying face of |ove bent upon him he sees not the
face of an eneny, but a friend. An angel of God has been sent with food
from heaven to sustain the faithful servant of God. His voice says to
Elijah, "Arise and eat." After Elijah had partaken of the refreshnent
prepared for him he again slunbered. The second tine the angel of God
m nisters to the wants of Elijah. He touches the exhausted, weary nan,
and in pitying tenderness says to him "Arise and eat; because the
journey is too great for thee." Elijah was strengthened, and pursued
his journey to Horeb. He was in a wilderness. He |lodged in a cave for
protection at night fromthe wild beasts. p. 53, Para. 3, [230T].

Here God nmet with Elijah through one of his angels, and inquired of
him "Wat doest thou here, Elijah?" | sent thee to the brook Cherith,
| sent thee to the wi dow of Sarepta, | sent thee to Samaria with a
nmessage to Ahab, but who sent you this long journey into the
wi | derness? And what errand have you here? Elijah nourns out his
bitterness of soul to the Lord. "And he said, | have been very jeal ous
for the Lord God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the
sword; and |, even | only, amleft; and they seek ny life, to take it
away. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the nount before the Lord.
And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the
nmount ai ns, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord



was not in the wind: and after the wind and earthquake; but the Lord
was not in the earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but the
Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. And
it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wapped his face in his
mant|l e, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And,
behol d, there came a voice unto him and said, Wat doest thou here,
Elijah? And he said, | have been very jealous for the Lord God of
hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant,
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and |
even | only, amleft; and they seek nmy life, to take it away." p. 54,
Para. 1, [230T1].

Then the Lord manifests hinself to Elijah showi ng himthat quiet
trust, and firmreliance upon him wll ever find hima present help in
time of need. p. 55, Para. 1, [230T1].

I have been shown that ny husband has erred in giving way to
despondency, and distrusting God. Tinme and again has God reveal ed
hinsel f to himby remarkabl e evidences of his care, |ove, and power.
But when he has seen that his interest and jeal ousy for God and his
cause have not been understood or appreciated, he has at tines given
way to discouragenment and to despair. God has given ny husband and
nyself a special and inmportant work to do in his cause, to reprove and
counsel his people. Wen we see our reproofs slighted, and are repaid
with hatred instead of synpathy, then we have frequently |let go our
faith and trust in the God of Israel; and, like Elijah, we have yiel ded
to despondency and despair. Here has been the great error in the life
of ny husband--his becomnmi ng di scouraged because his brethren have
brought upon himtrials, instead of helping him And when his brethren
see, in the sadness and despondency of ny husband, the effect of their
unbel i ef and | ack of synpathy, some are prepared to triunph over him

and take advantage of his discouraged state, as if, after all, God
cannot be with Bro. Wiite or he would not manifest weakness in this
direction. | refer such to the work of Elijah, and to his despondency

and di scouragenents. Elijah, although a prophet of God, was a nman
subject to like passions as we are. We have the frailties of norta

feelings to contend with. But if we trust in God, he will never |eave
nor forsake us. W may have firmtrust in God, under all circunmstances,
that he will never |eave nor forsake us while we preserve our

integrity. p. 55, Para. 2, [230T].

My husband may take courage in his affliction, that he has a pitying
Heavenly Father who reads the notives and understands the purposes of
the soul. Those who stand in the front of the conflict, who are reined
up by the Spirit of God to do a special work for him wll frequently
feel the reaction, when the pressure is renoved, and despondency may
sonetinmes press them hard, and shake the nost heroic faith, and weaken
t he nost steadfast m nds. God understands all our weaknesses. He can
pity and | ove when the hearts of men nay be as hard as flint. To wait
patiently and trust God when everything | ooks dark, is the |esson ny
husband nmust learn nore fully. God will not fail himin his integrity.
p. 56, Para. 1, [230T].

Moses and Aaron. p. 57, Para. 1, [230T1].

Upon Mount Hor Aaron died and was buried. Mses, Aaron's brother, and
El eazar, his son, acconpanied him The painful duty was |aid upon Mses



to renove fromhis brother Aaron the sacerdotal robes and place them
upon El eazar, for God had said he should succeed Aaron in the
priesthood. Mdses and El eazar witnessed the death of Aaron; and Mses
buried himin the nmount. This scene upon Mount Hor carries our ninds
back and connects it with some of the nobst striking events in the life
of Aaron. p. 57, Para. 2, [230T].

Aaron was a man of am abl e disposition, whom God selected to stand
with Mses and speak for him in short, to be nouthpiece for Mses. God
m ght have chosen Aaron as |eader; but he who is acquainted with
hearts, who understands character, knew that Aaron was yielding, and
| acked noral courage to stand in defense of the right under al
circunst ances, irrespective of consequences. Aaron's desire to have the
good will of the people sonetines led himto comt great wongs. He
too frequently yielded to their entreaties, and in so doing di shonored
God. The same want of standing firmy for the right in his famly
resulted in the death of two of his sons. Aaron was em nent for piety
and useful ness, but he neglected to discipline his fam |ly. Rather than
performthe task of requiring respect and reverence of his sons, he
allowed themto follow their inclinations. He did not discipline them
in self-denial, but yielded to their wi shes. They were not disciplined
to respect and reverence parental authority. The father was the proper
ruler of his owmm fanmly as long as he lived. His authority was not to
cease, even after his children were grown up and had fanmlies of their
own. God hinself was the nonarch of the nation, and fromthe people he
cl ai red obedi ence and honor. p. 57, Para. 3, [230T].

The order and prosperity of the ki ngdom depended upon the good order
of the church. And the prosperity, harmony, and order of the church
wer e dependent upon the good order and thorough discipline of famlies.
God puni shes the unfaithful ness of parents to whom he has intrusted the
duty to maintain the principles of parental governnent, which lie at
the foundation of church discipline, and the prosperity of the nation
One undi sciplined child has frequently marred the peace and harnony of
a church, and incited to murnuring and rebellion, a nation. God has
enj oi ned upon children, in a nost solemn manner, their duty to
affectionately respect and honor their parents. God required of
parents, on the other hand, to train up their children, and with
unceasing diligence to educate themwth regard to the clains of his
law, and to instruct themin the know edge and fear of God. These
i njunctions which God laid with so nuch solemity upon the Jews, rests
wi th equal weight upon Christian parents. Those who neglect the |ight
and instruction given of God in his word, in regard to training their
chil dren and commandi ng their household after them wll have a fearful
account to settle. Aaron's crinminal neglect to conmand respect and
reverence of his sons resulted in their death. p. 58, Para. 1, [230T].

God di stingui shed Aaron in choosing himand his male posterity for the
priesthood. His sons ministered in the sacred office. Nadab and Abi hu
failed to reverence the command of God, to offer sacred fire upon their
censers with the incense before him God had forbidden themto use the
common fire to present before himwith the incense, upon pain of death.
p. 59, Para. 1, [230T].

Here was seen the result of |oose discipline. As Aaron's sons had not
been educated to respect and reverence the comands of their father, as
t hey di sregarded parental authority, they did not realize the necessity



of explicitly follow ng the requirenments of God. Wen indulging their
appetite for wine, while under its exciting stinulus, their reason was
becl ouded. They coul d not discern difference between the sacred and the
common. Contrary to God's express direction, they di shonored hi m by

of fering conmmon fire instead of sacred. God visited themwith his
wrath--fire went forth fromhis presence and destroyed them p. 59,
Para. 2, [230r1].

Aaron bore his severe affliction with patience and hunbl e subm ssi on.
Sorrow and keen agony wrung his soul. He was convicted of his neglect
of duty. He was priest of the Most High God, to meke atonenent for the
sins of the people. He was priest of his household, yet he had been
inclined to pass over the folly of his children. He neglected his duty
to train and educate his children to obedi ence, self-denial, and
reverence for parental authority. Through feelings of msplaced
i ndul gence, he failed to nmold the characters of his children with high
reverence for eternal things. Aaron did not see, any nobre than nany
Christian parents now see, that his msplaced | ove and the indul gence
of his children in wong, was preparing themfor the certain
di spl easure of God, and for his wath to break forth upon themto their
destruction. p. 59, Para. 3, [230rl].

Wil e Aaron neglected to exercise his authority, the justice of God
awakened agai nst them Aaron had to learn that gentle renpnstrance,

Wi t hout exercising, with firmess, parental restraint, and his

i mprudent tenderness toward his sons, were cruelty in the extrene. God
took the work of justice into his own hands, and destroyed the sons of
Aaron. p. 60, Para. 1, [230Tr].

When CGod called for Moses to cone up into the nountain, it was six
days before he was received into the cloud, to the i medi ate presence
of God. The top of the nmountain was all aglow with the glory of God.
And even while the children of Israel had in their very sight the glory
of God upon the nount, unbelief was so natural to them because Mses
was absent, they began to nmurnur with discontent. While the glory of
God signified his sacred presence upon the nountain, and their |eader
was in close converse with God, they should have been sanctifying
t henmsel ves to God by close searching of heart, hunmiliation, and godly
fear. God had |l eft Aaron and Hur to take the place of Mbses. The people
were to consult and advise with these men of God's appointnment in the
absence of Moses. p. 60, Para. 2, [230T1].

Here Aaron's deficiency as a | eader or governor of |srael was seen.
The people beset himto nmake them gods to go before theminto Egypt.
Here was an opportunity for Aaron to show his faith and unwavering
confidence in God, and in firmess, and with decision, neet the
proposition of the people. But the natural |ove of Aaron to pl ease, and
to yield to the people, led himto sacrifice the honor of God. He
requested themto bring their ornanents to him and he wrought out for
them a gol den cal f, and procl ai ned before the people, "These be thy
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." And to
this sensel ess god, Aaron nmade an altar, and proclained on the norrow a
feast to the Lord. Al restraint seened to be renopved fromthe people.
They offered burnt offerings to the golden calf, and a spirit of levity
t ook possession of them They ate, they drank, and rose up to play.
They indul ged in shaneful rioting and drunkenness. p. 61, Para. 1,
[230rT1].



A few weeks only had passed since they had made a sol enmm covenant with
God to obey his voice. They had listened to the words of God' s | aw;
spoken in awful grandeur from Sinai's nmount, am d thunderings and
i ghtnings and earthquakes. They had heard the declaration fromthe
lips of God hinself, "I amthe Lord thy God, which have brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have
no other gods before ne. Thou shalt not nmke unto thee any graven
i mage, or any likeness of anything that is in Heaven above, or that is
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; thou
shalt not bow down thyself to them nor serve them for | the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generation of themthat hate nme; and
showi ng nercy unto thousands of themthat |ove nme, and keep ny
commandnents." p. 61, Para. 2, [230T1].

Aaron had been exalted, also his sons, in being called into the nmount,
to there witness the glory of God. "And they saw the God of Israel; and
there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone,
and as it were the body of heaven in its clearness.” p. 62, Para. 1
[230rT1].

God had appoi nted Nadab and Abi hu to a npst sacred work, therefore he
honored themin a nost wonderful manner. God gave thema view of his
excellent glory, that the scenes they should witness in the nmount woul d
abi de upon them and the better qualify themto mnister in his
service, and render to himthat exalted honor and reverence before the
peopl e which woul d give them cl earer conceptions of his character, and
awaken in them due obedi ence and reverence for all his requirenents.

p. 62, Para. 2, [230T].

Moses, before he left his people for the nmount, read to themthe words
of the covenant God had nade with them and they with one voice
answered, "All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient."
How great must have been the sin of Aaron, how aggravating in the sight
of God! p. 62, Para. 3, [230T].

VWil e Moses was receiving the law of God in the nmount, the Lord

i nformed himof the sin of rebellious Israel, and requested himto |et
them go, that he mi ght destroy them But Mdses plead before God for the
peopl e. Although Moses was the neekest man that |ived, yet when the

i nterests of the people over whom God had appointed himas | eader were
at stake he loses his natural timdity, and with singular persistency
and wonderful bol dness, pleads with God for Israel. He will not consent
that God shall destroy his people, although God promnised that in their
destruction he woul d exalt Mdses, and raise up a better people than

I srael. Moses prevailed. God granted his earnest petition not to bl ot
out his people. Mses took the tables of the covenant, the | aw of ten
commandnents, and descended from the nount. The boi sterous, drunken
revelry of the children of Israel reached his ears |ong before he cane
to the canp of Israel. \When he saw their idolatry, and that they had
broken in a nmost marked manner the words of the covenant, he becane
overwhel med with grief and indignation at their base idolatry.
Confusion and shame on their account took possession of him and he
there threw down the tables and broke them As they had broken their
covenant with CGod, Mdses, also, God had broken his covenant with them
The tabl es, whereupon was witten the | aw of God, were broken. p. 63,



Para. 1, [230T1].

Aaron, with his am able disposition, so very nmild and pl easi ng, sought
to conciliate Mdses, as though no very great sin had been conmtted by
t he peopl e over which he should feel thus deeply. Mses asked in anger
"What did this people unto thee that thou hast brought so great a sin
upon then?" "And Aaron said, Let not the anger of nmy lord wax hot; thou
knowest the people, that they are set on mischief. For they said unto
me, Make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Mses, the
man t hat brought us up out of the |and of Egypt, we wot not what has
become of him And | said unto them Whosoever hath any gold, let him
break it off. So they gave it ne; then | cast it into the fire, and
there cane out this calf.” p. 63, Para. 2, [230T1].

Aaron woul d have Moses think that some wonderful miracle had
transforned their golden ornanents into the shape of a calf. He did not
relate to Moses that he had, with other worknen, w ought out this
i mage. p. 64, Para. 1, [230T1].

Aaron had thought that Mses had been too unyielding to the w shes of
the people. And if he had been less firm |ess decided at tines; if he
had made a conpromi se with them and gratified their w shes, he woul d
have had | ess trouble, and there would have been nore peace and harnony
in the canp of Israel. He, therefore, had been trying this new policy.
He carried out his natural tenperanent of yielding to the wi shes of the
peopl e, to save dissatisfaction and preserve their good will, and
t hereby prevent a rebellion, which he thought would certainly conme if
he withstood their wi shes. But had Aaron stood unwaveringly for Cod,
had he net the intimation of the people for himto make them gods to go
before themto Egypt, with the just indignation and horror their
proposition deserved; had he cited themto the terrors of Sinai, where
God had spoken his law in such glory and majesty; had he rem nded them
of their solemm covenant with God to obey all he should command them
had he told themthat he would not, at the sacrifice of his life, yield
to their entreaties, he would have had influence with the people to
prevent a terrible apostasy. But when his influence was required to be
used in the right direction, in the absence of Myses, when he should
have stood as firm and unyielding as did Mses, to prevent them from
pursuing a course of sin, his influence was exerted on the wong side.
He was powerless to make his influence felt in vindication of God's
honor in keeping his holy law. But on the wong side he had swayed a
powerful influence. He directed, and the people obeyed. When Aaron took
the first step in the wong direction, the spirit which had actuated
the people inbued him and he took the |ead, and directed as a general
and the people were singularly obedient. Here Aaron gave deci ded
sanction to the nbpst aggravating sins, because it was attended with
less difficulty than to stand in vindication of the right. \Wen he
swerved fromhis integrity in giving sanction to the people in their
sins, he seened inspired with decision, earnestness, and zeal, newto
him His timdity seened suddenly to di sappear. He seized the
instruments to work out the gold into the image of a calf with a zea
he had never nmanifested in standing in defense of the honor of God
agai nst wong. He ordered an altar to be built, and with assurance
worthy of a better cause, he proclainmed to the people that on the
norrow there would be a feast to the Lord. The trunpeters took the word
fromthe mouth of Aaron and sounded the proclamation from conpany to
conpany of the armies of Israel. p. 64, Para. 2, [230T1].



Aaron's cal m assurance in a wong course gave himgreater influence

t han Moses could have had in leading themin a right course, and in
subduing their rebellion. What terrible spiritual blindness had conme
upon Aaron that he should put |ight for darkness, and darkness for
light! What presunption in himto proclaima feast to the Lord over
their idolatry of a golden inmage! Here is seen the power that Satan has
over minds that are not fully controlled by the Spirit of God. Satan
had set up his banner in the mdst of Israel, and it was exalted as the
banner of God. p. 66, Para. 1, [230T].

"These," said Aaron (w thout hesitation or shane), "be thy gods, O

I srael, which brought thee up out of the Iand of Egypt." Aaron

i nfluenced the children of Israel to go to greater lengths in idolatry
than had entered their mnds. They were no | onger troubled | est the
burning glory like flamng fire upon the nount had consunmed their

| eader. They thought they had a general who just suited them They were
ready to do anything he suggested. They offered peace offerings, and
sacrificed to their gol den god, and gave thenselves up to pleasure,
rioting, and drunkenness. They were then decided in their own m nds
that it was not because they were wong that they had so much trouble
in the wilderness; but the difficulty, after all, was with their

| eader. He was not the right kind of a man. He was too unyielding, and
was continually keeping their sins before them warning and reproving
them and threatening themw th God's displeasure. A new order of
things had cone, and they were pleased with Aaron, and pleased with
t henmsel ves. They thought, if Mses had only been as amiable and nild as
Aaron, what peace and harnony woul d have prevailed in the canp of

I srael. They cared not now whether Mses ever came down from the nount
or not. p. 66, Para. 2, [230T].

When Moses saw the idolatry of Israel, and his indignation was so
aroused at their shaneful forgetful ness of God that he threw down the
tabl es of stone and broke them Aaron stood neekly by, bearing the
censure of Moses with conmendabl e pati ence. The people were charned
with Aaron's lovely spirit, and were disgusted with Mdses' rashness.
But CGod seeth not as nman seeth. He condemmed not the ardor and
i ndi gnati on of Mdses agai nst the base apostasy of Israel. p. 67, Para.
1, [230r1].

The true general then takes his position for God. He has cone direct
fromthe presence of the Lord, where he plead with himto turn away his
wrath fromhis erring people. Now he has another work to do, as God's
mnister, to vindicate his honor before the people, and |l et them see
that sin is sin, and righteousness is righteousness. He has a work to
do to counteract the terrible influence of Aaron. "Then Mses stood in
the gate of the canp, and said, W is on the Lord' s side? Let himcone
unto nme. And all the sons of Levi gathered thensel ves together unto
him And he said unto them Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put
every man his sword by his side, and go in and out fromgate to gate
t hroughout the canp, and slay every man his brother, and every nman his
conpani on, and every man his neighbor. And the children of Levi did
according to the word of Moses; and there fell of the people that day
about three thousand nen. For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves
today to the Lord, even every man upon his son, and upon his brother
that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day." p. 67, Para. 2,

[ 230T].



Her e Mbses defi nes genui ne consecration as obedi ence to God, to stand
in vindication of the right, and to show a readiness to carry out the
purpose of God in the nost unpl easant duties, showi ng that the clains
of God are higher than the clains of friends, or the lives of the
nearest relatives. The sons of Levi consecrated thenselves to God to
execute his justice against crine and sin. p. 68, Para. 1, [230T].

Aaron and Moses both sinned in not giving glory and honor to God at
the waters of Meribah. They were both wearied and provoked with the
continual conplaining of Israel, and at a time when God was to
mercifully display his glory to the people, to soften and subdue their
hearts and |l ead themto repentance. Mdses and Aaron clai med the power
of opening the rock for them "Hear now, ye rebels: nust we fetch you
wat er out of this rock?" Here was a gol den opportunity to sanctify the
Lord in their mdst, to show themthe |ong-suffering of God and his
tender pity for them They had nmurmured agai nst Mbses and Aaron because
they could not find water. Mdses and Aaron took these nurmnurings as a
great trial and dishonor to them They forgot that it was God whom t hey
were grieving. It was God they were sinning against and di shonori ng,
not those who were nen appointed of God to carry out his purpose. They
were insulting their best friend in charging their calamties upon
Moses and Aaron; they were nmurnuring at God's providence. p. 68, Para.
2, [230r1].

This sin of these noble | eaders was great. Their |ives mnight have been
illustrious to the close. They had been greatly exalted and honored,;
yet God does not excuse sin in those in exalted positions any sooner
than in the nore hunble. p. 69, Para. 1, [230T].

Many professed Christians | ook upon nmen who do not reprove and condemn
wrong, as nen of piety, and Christians indeed, while nmen who stand
boldly in defense of right, and will not yield their integrity to
unconsecrated i nfluences, they think lack piety and a Christian spirit.
p. 69, Para. 2, [230r].

Those who stand in defense of the honor of God, and naintain the
purity of truth at any cost, will have manifold trials, as did our
Saviour in the wlderness of tenptation. The yielding tenperaments, who
have not courage to condemm wrong, but keep silent when their influence
is needed to stand in the defense of right against any pressures, may
avoi d many heartaches, and escape nany perplexities, and | ose a very
rich reward, if not their own souls. p. 69, Para. 3, [230T].

Those who are in harnony with God, and through faith in himreceive
strength to resist wong and stand in defense of the right, will always
have severe conflicts, and will frequently have to stand al nost al one.

But precious victories will be theirs while they nake CGod their
dependence. His grace will be their strength. Their noral sense will be
keen, clear, and sensitive. Their noral powers will be able to

wi t hstand wrong influences. Their integrity, like that of Mdses, wll

be of the purest character. p. 69, Para. 4, [230T1].

The mld and yielding spirit of Aaron, to please the people, blinded
his eyes to their sins, and to the enornity of the crine he was
sanctioning. His course, in giving influence to wong and sin in
Israel, cost the lives of three thousand nmen. The course of Mses--in



what contrast! After he had evidenced to the people that they could not
trifle with God with inpunity; after he had shown themthe just

di spl easure of God for their sins, in giving the terrible decree to
slay friends or relatives who persisted in their apostasy; after the
work of justice to turn away the wath of God, irrespective of their
feelings of synpathy for loved friends and relatives who conti nued
obstinate in their rebellion--Mses was prepared for another work. He
evi denced who was the true friend of God, and the friend of the people.
p. 70, Para. 1, [230T].

"And it came to pass, on the norrow, that Moses said unto the people,
Ye have sinned a great sin; and now !l will go up unto the Lord,;
peradventure | shall nmake an atonenent for your sin. And Moses returned
unto the Lord, and said, Ch, this people have sinned a great sin, and
have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sins--
and if not, blot me, | pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast
written. And the Lord said unto Mdses, Whosoever hath sinned agai nst
me, himwll | blot out of my book. Therefore, now go, |ead the people
unto the place of which | have spoken unto thee; behold m ne Ange
shall go before thee; nevertheless in the day when | visit | will visit
their sin upon them And the Lord pl agued the people, because they nade
the calf, which Aaron made." p. 70, Para. 2, [230T1].

Moses supplicated God in behalf of sinning Israel. He did not try to

| essen their sin before God. He did not excuse themin their sin. He
frankly acknow edged that they had sinned a great sin, and had nade
t hem gods of gold. Then he loses his tinmdity, and the interest of
Israel is so closely interwoven with his life, that he comes with

bol dness to God, and prays for himto forgive his people. If their sin
he pleads, is so great that God cannot forgive them if their nanes
must be blotted fromhis book, he prayed the Lord to blot out his nanme
al so. When the Lord renewed his prom se to Mbses, that his Angel should
go before himin | eading the people to the pronised | and, Mses knew
that his request was granted. But the Lord assured Moses that if he was
provoked to visit the people for their transgressions, he would surely
puni sh them for this grievious sin also. If they were henceforth
obedi ent, he would blot this great sin out of his book. p. 71, Para.

1, [230r1].

Letter to a Young Mnister and his Wfe. p. 71, Para. 2, [230T].

Dear Brother and Sister ----: For sone nonths, | have felt that it was
time to wite to you sonme things which the Lord has been pleased to
show me in regard to you several years ago. Your cases were shown ne in
connection with others who had a work to do for thenselves in order to
be fitted for the work of presenting the truth. | was shown that you
were both deficient in essential qualifications, and that if these are
not obtai ned, your useful ness, and the salvation of your own souls,
wi |l be endangered. You have sone faults and errors in your characters
which it is very inmportant that you should correct. If you neglect to
take hold of the work resolutely and in earnest, these wongs wll

i ncrease upon you, and will greatly cripple your influence in the cause
and work of God, and will finally result in your being separated from
the work of preaching the truth, which work you love so well. p. 71,

Para. 3, [230T1].

In the vision given me for ---- ----, | was shown that he had a very



unfortunate stanp of character. He was not disciplined, and his tenper
was unsubdued. He was pernmitted to have his own head, and do very nuch
as he pleased. He was greatly deficient in reverence for God and man.
He had a strong, unsubm ssive spirit. He had but a very faint idea of
proper gratitude to those who were doing their utnmost for him He was
extrenely selfish. p. 72, Para. 1, [230T].

I was shown that independence, a firm set, unyielding will, a l|ack of
reverence and due respect for others, a selfish disposition, and too
great self-confidence marks the character of sister ----. |If she does

not watch closely, and overconme these errors in her character, she wll
fail of sitting with Christ in his throne. p. 72, Para. 2, [230Tl].

In regard to Bro. ----, | was shown that many of the sanme things in
the testinony to back to your past life. | sawthat froma child you
have been sel f-confident, headstrong, and self-willed, and have
foll owed your own nmind. You have a very independent spirit, and it has
been very difficult for you to yield your way and your wi shes to
others, you would carry matters out in your own rash way. You have felt
that you were fully conpetent to think and act independently for
yourself. The truth of God has been accepted and | oved by you, and has
done nmuch for you; but it has not wought all that transformation
necessary for the perfection of Christian character. \Wen you first
started out to labor in the work of God, you felt nmore hunmble, and were
willing to be advised and counsel ed. But as you began to be successfu
in a degree, your self-confidence increased, and you were | ess hunbl e,
and becane nore independent. p. 72, Para. 3, [230T].

As you | ooked at the work of Bro. and sister White, you thought you
could see where you coul d have done better than they. Feelings have
been cherished in your heart against them You are naturally skeptica
and infidel in your feelings. As you have seen their work, and heard
the reproofs given those who were wong, you questioned how you shoul d
bear such plain testinony. You decided you could not receive it. You
began to brace yourself agai nst the manner of their |aboring. You
opened a door in your heart for suspicion, doubt, and jeal ousy of them
and their work. p. 73, Para. 1, [230Tr].

You becane prejudiced in your feelings, against their |abor. You
wat ched, and |istened, and gathered up all you could, and surm sed
much. Because God had given you a neasure of success, you began to

pl ace your short experience and | abors upon a level with Bro. Wiite's

| abors. You flattered yourself that, were you in his place, you could
do very nuch better than he. You began to grow |arge in your own eyes.
You thought your know edge far nore extensive and valuable than it was.
Had you had one-hundredth part of the experience in real |abor, care,
perpl exity, and burden-bearing in this cause that Bro. Wlite has had,
you woul d be able to understand nore in regard to his work, and would
be better prepared to synpathize with himin his |abors, rather than to
nmur mur and be suspicious and jealous of him In regard to your own post
of | abor, you should be very jeal ous of yourself |est you fail to do
your work to God's acceptance, and lest you fail to honor the cause of
truth in your |abors. You should, in hunmiliation of soul, feel, "Wo is
sufficient for these things?" the reason both of you are so ready to
guestion and surmse in regard to Bro. Wite's work, is because you
know so little about it. So few real burdens have ever pressed upon
your souls, so little real anguish for the cause of God has touched



your hearts, so little perplexity and real distress have you borne for
others, that you are no nore prepared to appreciate his work than is a
ten years' old boy the anxiety, care, and wearisome toil of his
burdened father. The boy nmay pass along joyous in spirit, because he
has not the experience of the burdened, careworn father. He nmy wonder
at the fears and anxiety of the father, which | ook needless to him but
when years of experience shall be added to his |ife, when he takes hold
of, and bears, the real burdens of life, then he may | ook back to his
father's life and understand that which was nysterious to himin his
boyhood, for bitter experience has given himknow edge. p. 73, Para.
2, [230r1].

I was shown that you are in danger of getting above the sinplicity of
the work, and of placing yourself upon the pinnacle. You feel that you

need no reproof and counsel; and the |anguage of your heart is, | am
capabl e of judging, discrimnating, and determ ning, between right and
wrong. | will not have ny rights infringed upon. No one shall dictate
me. | am capable of formng ny own plans of action. | amas good as

anybody. God is with me. God gives me success in ny efforts. Who has
authority to interfere with ne? These words | have heard you utter as
your case was passing before ne in vision, not to any person, but as if
in conversation with yourself. My attendi ng angel repeated these words,
as he pointed to you both: "Except ye be converted and beconme as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. Whosoever

shall hunble hinself as this little child, the same is greatest in the
ki ngdom of Heaven." p. 75, Para. 1, [230T].

| saw that the strength of the children of God was in their humlity.

When they are little in their own eyes, Jesus will be to themtheir
strength and their righteousness, and God will prosper their |abors.
was shown that God would prove Bro. ----. He would give hima nmeasure

of prosperity, and if he would bear the test, if he would turn the

bl essi ngs of God to good account, not taking honor to hinself, and not
becomng lifted up, selfish, and self-confident, the Lord would
continue his blessings, for the sake of his cause and for his own
glory. p. 75, Para. 2, [230T1].

| saw that Bro. ---- was in the greatest danger of becoming lifted up
sel f-righteous, self-sufficient, and feeling that he is rich and in
need of nothing. Unless he guards hinself upon these points, the Lord
will allow himto go on until he nakes his weakness apparent to all
You will be brought into positions where you will be sorely tenpted if
others do not regard you in as exalted a |light as you estimte yourself
and your ability. I was shown that you were poorly prepared to bear
much prosperity and a great ampount of success. A thorough conversion
alone will do the work necessary for your case. p. 76, Para. 1
[230rT1].

I have been shown that you are both naturally selfish. You are in
constant danger, unless guarded, of thinking and acting in reference to
yourselves. You will lay your plans for your own accommpdati on wi thout
taking into the account how much you nmay inconveni ence others. You are
inclined to carry out your ideas and plans wi thout regarding the plans,
and respecting the views or feelings, of others. Both of you should
cultivate reverence and respect for others. p. 76, Para. 2, [230T].

Bro. ----, you have considered that your work was of too great



i mportance for you to come down to engage in household duties. You have
not a love for these requirenents. You neglected themin your younger
days. But these small duties which you neglect, are essential to the
formati on of a well-devel oped character. p. 76, Para. 3, [230Tl].

| have been shown that our ministers generally are deficient in nmaking
thensel ves useful in the fam|lies where they are entertai ned. Sone
devote their mnds to study, because they |Iove this enploynent. They do
not feel that it is a duty which God enjoins upon ministers to nake
t hemsel ves a blessing in the families which they visit; but many give
their m nds to books, and shut thenselves away fromthe fanily, and do
not converse with them upon the subjects of truth. The religious
interests in the famly are scarcely nentioned. This is all wong.
M ni sters who have not the burdens and care of the publishing interest
upon them and who have not the perplexities and nunerous cares of al
the churches, should feel that their |abor is not excessively hard.
they should feel the deepest interest in the famlies they visit. They
shoul d not feel that they are objects to be petted and waited upon
while they give nothing in return. There is an obligation resting upon
Christian famlies to entertain the nministers of Christ, and there is
al so a duty resting upon mnisters who receive the hospitality of
Christian friends, to feel under nutual obligation to bear their own
burdens as far as possible, and not be a tax to their friends. Many
mnisters entertain the idea that they nust be especially favored and
wai ted upon, and they are frequently injured, and their useful ness
crippled, by their being treated as pets. p. 77, Para. 1, [230T].

Bro. and sister ----, while anmpobng your brethren you have too
frequently nmade it a practice to nmake arrangenents agreeable to
yourselves, and to take a course to gather attention to yourselves,
wi t hout considering the conveni ence or inconveni ence of others. You are
i n danger of making yourselves a center. You have received the
attention and consi deration of others when, for the good of your own
souls, as well as for the benefit of others, you should have devoted
nore attention to those you visited. Such a course would give you a far
greater influence, and you would be blessed in winning nore souls to
the truth. p. 77, Para. 2, [230T1].

Bro. ----, you have ability to present the truth to others. You have
an investigating mnd, but there are serious defects in your character
which | have nentioned, that nust be overcone. You negl ected many of
the little courtesies of |life, because you think so nuch of yourself
that those little attentions are not thought of as required of you. God
woul d not have you burden others while you neglect to see and do the
t hi ngs some one nust do. It does not detract fromthe dignity of a
gospel minister to bring in wod and water when needed, and to exercise
in doing needed work in the famly where he is entertained. In not
seeing these little inportant duties, and inproving the opportunity to
do them vyou deprive yourselves of real blessings, and al so deprive
others of good that it is their privilege to receive fromyou. Sonme of
our mnisters are not having an amunt of physical exercise
proportionate to the taxation of the mind. As the result, they are
suffering with debility. There is no good reason why the health of
m ni sters who have to performonly the ordinary duties devol ving upon
the minister should fail. Their mnds are not constantly burdened with
per pl exi ng cares and heavy responsibilities in regard to the inportant
institutions anmong us. | saw that there was no real cause why they



should fail in this inmportant period of the cause and work, if they
will pay due regard to the light God has given themin regard to how to
| abor and how to exercise, with proper attention to their diet. p. 78,
Para. 1, [230T1].

Sone of our ministers eat very heartily, and then do not exercise
sufficiently to work off the waste nmatter which accunulates in the
system They will eat, and sit down nost of their tinme and read, study,
and wite, when a share of their time should be devoted to systemati c,
physi cal labor. p. 79, Para. 1, [230T].

Qur preachers will certainly break down in health unless they are nore
careful not to overload the stomach by too great quantities of even
heal t hful food. | saw that you, Bro. and sister Overeating prevents the
free flow of thought and words, and that intensity of feeling so
necessary to press the truth to the heart of the hearer. The indul gence
of appetite beclouds and fetters the mnd, and blunts the holy enotions
of the soul. The mental and noral powers of sonme of our preachers are
enf eebl ed by i nproper eating and | ack of physical exercise. Those who
crave great quantities of food should not indulge their appetite, but
shoul d practice self-denial, and retain the blessings of active
muscl es, and unoppressed brain. Overeating stupefies the entire being
by diverting the energies fromthe other organs to do the work of the
stomach. p. 79, Para. 2, [230T].

The lack of our ministers in not exercising all the organs of the body
proportionately, |eave sone organs worn, while others are weak from
i naction. p. 80, Para. 1, [230T].

If wear is left to cone al nost exclusively upon one organ, or set of
muscl es, the one npbst used must becone overwearied and greatly
weakened. Each faculty of the mind, and each nuscle, has its
distinctive office, and all are required to be equally exercised in
order to beconme properly devel oped and retain healthful vigor. Each
organ has its work to do in the living organism Every wheel in the
machi nery must be a living, active, working wheel. Al the faculties
have a bearing upon each other, and all need to be exercised in order
to be properly developed. p. 80, Para. 2, [230Tl].

Bro. and sister ----, neither of you enjoy physical, donestic |abor
Both of you need to cultivate a love for the practical duties of life,
which will be giving you an educati on necessary for your health, and
wi |l be increasing your usefulness. You think too nuch of what you eat,
and should not touch those things which will give a poor quality of
bl ood. Both of you have scrofula. p. 80, Para. 3, [230T].

Br. ----, your love for reading, and dislike to physical taxation
whi | e tal ki ng, and exercising your throat, make you liable to disease
of throat and |ungs. You should be guarded, and should not speak
hurriedly, and rattle off what you have to say as though you had a
| esson to repeat. You should not |let the |abor cone upon the upper
portion of the vocal organs, for this will be constantly wearing and
irritating them and will lay the foundation for disease. The action
shoul d come upon the abdom nal nuscle. The |ungs and throat should be
t he channel, but should not do all the work. p. 80, Para. 4, [230T].

I was shown that your manner of eating would bring di sease upon both



of you, which, when once fastened upon you, would not be easily
overcome. You m ght both bear up for years, and not show any specia
signs of breaking, but cause will be followed by the sure results. God
will not work a mracle for either of you, to preserve your health and
life. You nmust eat, and study, and work, understandingly, follow ng
enl i ghtened consci ence. Qur preachers should all be sincere, genuine
health refornmers, not nmerely adopting the reforms because others do,
but from principle, in obedience to the word of God. p. 81, Para. 1,

[ 230T1].

God has given us great light upon the health reform which he requires
us all to respect. He does not send us light to be rejected or

di sregarded by his people without their suffering the consequences. p.
81, Para. 2, [230T7].

I was shown that neither of you really know yourselves. |If God should
| et the eneny | oose upon you, as he did upon his servant Job, he would
not find in you that sanme spirit of steadfast integrity that he found
in Job, but a spirit of murmuring and of unbelief. p. 81, Para. 3,
[230rT1].

Had you, during ny husband's illness, been situated at Battle Creek,
at the tine of their trial, when Satan had special power upon our
brethren and sisters there, both of you would have drunk deep of their
spirit of jealousy and fault-finding. You woul d have been anong the
nunber, as zealous as the rest, to make a di seased, care-worn man, and
a paralytic, an offender for a word. p. 81, Para. 4, [230T].

You are inclined to offset your deficiencies by magnifying and
dwel 1'i ng upon the wongs you suppose exist in Bro. and sister Wite,
and had you an opportunity, as those had in Battle Creek, you would
venture to go to greater lengths than did sonme of themin their w cked
crusade agai nst us; for you have less faith, and | ess reverence than
had some of them and would be less inclined to respect our work and
our calling. p. 81, Para. 5, [230r1].

I was shown that, notw thstanding you have the sad experience and
exanpl e of others before you, who have becone disaffected, and have
mur mur ed, and been fault-finding and jeal ous of us, you would fail to
be warned by their exanple, and God would test your fidelity and revea
the secrets of your hearts. Your suspicions, distrust, and jeal ousies,
woul d be reveal ed, and your weaknesses exposed, that you m ght see
them and understand yourselves, if you would. p. 82, Para. 1, [230T].

I was shown you listening to the conversation of nmen and wonen, and
too pleased to gather up their views and inpressions, detrinmental to
our labors. Sonme had one thing, and some another with which to find
fault, simlar to the nurnurers of the children Israel when Mdses was
their | eader. Some were censuring our course, saying that we were not
conservative as we ought to be; we did not seek to please the people as
we might; we talked too plainly; we reproved too sharply. Sonme were
talking in regard to sister Wite's dress, picking at straws. Qhers
were expressing dissatisfaction with the course brother Wite pursued,
and remarks were passing fromone to the other, questioning their
course and finding fault. An angel stood before these persons, unseen
by them busily witing their words in the book which was to be open to
the view of God and angels. p. 82, Para. 2, [230T].



Some are eagerly watching for sonething to condemm in Bro. and sister
VWi te, who have grown gray in their service in the work and cause of
God. Sone express their views that the testinony of sister Wite cannot
be reliable. This is all that many unconsecrated ones want. The
testi noni es of reproof have checked their vanity and pride; but if they
dared, they would go to alnost any length in fashion and pride. To al
such, God will give an opportunity to prove thensel ves, and devel op
their true characters. p. 83, Para. 1, [230T].

| saw, sonme years ago, that we should yet have to neet the sane spirit
whi ch rose at Paris, which has never been thoroughly cured. It has
sl unbered; but it is not dead. Fromtine to time this spirit of
determined nurnmuring and rebellion would crop out in different
i ndi vi dual s, who had at sone point of tine been | eavened with this
wi cked spirit which has followed us for years. Sister ----, this spirit
has, in a degree, been cherished by you, and has had an influence to
nmol d your views and feelings. Sanctinonious infidelity has been
gradually growing in the mnd of ---- ----, which is not easy, even for
herself, now to be rid of. This sane deternmined spirit which held
del usi on so |l ong, against every influence to |lead themto the truth,

has held it powerful, deceptive influence over ---- ----"s mnd in
B.C., and the sane influence has affected you, sister ----. You were of
that tenperanent that the eneny could affect you--that calm

determ ned, unyielding tenperanent--so that the sane results will, only

in a greater degree, attend your influence, if wong, as that of ---- -
---. p. 83, Para. 2, [230r1].

Feel i ngs of suspicion, jealousy, and unbelief have been gai ning power
upon your mnd for years. You have a hatred to reproof. You are very
sensitive, and your synpathies arise at once for any one who is
reproved. This not a sanctified feeling, and is not pronpted by the
Spirit of God. p. 84, Para. 1, [230T].

Bro. and sister ----, | was shown that when this spirit of fault-
finding and nurnuring would be devel oped in you, when it should be

mani fested, and the | eaven of dissatisfaction, jealousy, and unbeli ef
shoul d appear, which had cursed the life of ---- ---- and her husband,
we should have a work to do to neet it decidedly, and give that spirit
no quarters, and that until this should be developed |I should keep
silent, for there was a tinme to speak and a tinme to keep silent. | saw
that, should apparent prosperity attend the labors of Bro. ----, unless
he was a thoroughly converted man, he would be in danger of losing his
soul . He does not have becom ng respect for the positions and | abor of
others, and will consider hinself second to none. p. 84, Para. 2,
[230rT1].

I was shown that tenptations will continually increase in regard to
the |l abors of Bro. and sister White. Qur work is a peculiar work, and
of a different character fromthat of any others who |abor in the
field. God does not call mnisters who have only to |abor in word and
doctrine to do our work. Neither does he call us to do only their work.
We each have, in sone respects, a distinct work. God has been pl eased
to open to nme the secrets of the inner |ife and hidden sins of his
people. | have had the unpleasant duty laid upon me to reveal hidden
sins and to reprove wongs. When | have been conpelled by the Spirit of
God to reprove sins that others did not know existed, it has stirred up



the natural feelings in the hearts of the unsanctified. Wiile sone have
hunmbl ed their hearts before God with repentance and confessions, and
have forsaken their sins, others have felt a spirit of hatred arise in
their hearts. Their pride has been hurt when their course has been
reproved. They entertain thoughts that it is sister Wite that is
hurting them instead of feeling grateful to God that he has in nercy
spoken to them through his hunble instrunment, to show themtheir
dangers and sins, that they nay put them away before it shall be too
late for wongs to be righted. p. 84, Para. 3, [230T].

Sone are ready to inquire, Who told sister Wiite these things? They
have even put the question to ne, Did any one tell you these things?
could answer them Yes; yes, the angel of God has spoken to nme. But
what they nean is, Have the brethren and sisters been exposing their
faults? For the future, | shall not belittle the testinonies God has
given nme, to nmake explanations to try to satisfy such narrow m nds, but
shall treat all such questions as an insult to the Spirit of God. God
has seen fit to thrust ne into positions in which he has not placed any
ot her one in our ranks. He has |aid upon ne burdens of reproof that he
has not given to any other one. My husband has stood by my side to
sustain the testinonies, and to give his voice in union with the
testi nony of reproof. He has been conpelled to take a decided stand to
press back the unbelief and rebellion, which has been bold and defiant,
and that would break down any testinony | might bear, because the ones
reproved were cut, and felt deeply over the reproof given. This is
exactly as God designed. He neant that they should feel. It was
necessary that they should feel before their proud hearts would yield
up their sins, and thus cleanse their hearts and lives from al
iniquity. p. 85, Para. 1, [230T1].

In every advance nove that God has led us to nake, in every step
gai ned by God's people, there have been ready tools of Satan anpbng us,
to stand back and suggest doubts and unbelief, and to throw obstacles
in our way, to weaken our faith and courage. W have had to stand like
warriors, ready to press and fight our way through the opposition
rai sed, which has made our work tenfold harder than it otherw se would
have been. W have had to stand firmy, and unyielding as a rock. This
firmess has been interpreted to be hardheartedness and wil |l ful ness.
God never designed that we should swerve, first to the right and then
to the left, to gratify the m nds of unconsecrated brethren. He
desi gned our course should be straightforward. One and another have
cone to us, professing to have great burdens for us, to have us go this
way or that, contrary to the light God had given us. What if we had
foll owed these false lights and fanatical inpressions? Surely, our
peopl e should not then put confidence in us. W have had to set our
faces as flints for the right, and then press on to work and duty. p
86, Para. 1, [230T].

Sonme anobng us have been ever ready to carry matters to extrene, and to
overreach the mark. They seemto be w thout an anchor. Such have
greatly injured the cause of truth. There are others who seem never to
have a position where they can stand firmly and surely when God calls
for faithful soldiers to be found at the post of duty, ready to battle
if need be. There are those who will not, when required of God, make a
charge upon the enemy. They will do nothing until others have fought
the battle and gained the victory for them and then they are ready to
share the spoils. How nuch can God count upon such sol diers? They are



accounted as cowards in his cause. This class, | saw, gained no
experience for thenselves in regard to warfare against sin and Satan
They were nore inclined to fight against the faithful soldiers of
Chri st than agai nst Satan and his host. Had they girded on the arnor
and pressed into the battle, they would have gai ned a val uabl e
experience which it was their privilege to have. But they had no
courage to contend for the right, and venture sonething in the warfare,
and learn how to attack Satan and take his stronghol ds. Some have no

i dea of running any risks, or venturing anything, thenselves. But
sonmebody must venture. They must run risks in this cause. Those who
will not venture, and expose thenselves to censure, will stand al
prepared to watch those who do bear responsibilities, and be ready, if
there is a senblance of chance, to find fault with them and injure
themif they can. This has been the experience of Bro. and sister Wite
in their |abors. Satan and his host have been arrayed agai nst them but
these were not all; those who should have stood by themin the warfare,
when they saw them over-burdened and pressed beyond neasure, have stood
prepared to join Satan in his work to di scourage and weaken them and,
if possible, drive themfromthe field. p. 86, Para. 2, [230Tl].

Bro. and sister ----, | have been shown that, as you have travel ed
you have been | ooked up to and highly esteened, and treated with
greater respect and deference than was for your good. It is not natura
for you to treat with Iike respect those who have borne the burdens
whi ch God has laid upon themin his cause and work. Both of you |ove
your ease. To be turned out of your course, to inconvenience
yoursel ves, you are not inclined to do. You desire to have things bend
to your convenience. You have | arge self-esteem and exalted opinions
of your acquirenments. You have not had perpl exi ng cares and burdens to
bear, and inportant decisions to make, which involved the interest of
God' s cause, such as has been the [ ot of ny husband. God has nmade hima
counselor to his people, to advise and counsel such young nmen as
yourself, as children in the truth. And when you take that hunble
position which a true sense of your real state will |ead you to take,
you will be willing to be counseled. It is because of the few
responsibilities you have borne that you do not understand why Bro.
White should feel nmore deeply than yourself. There is just this
di fference between you and himin this matter. He has invested thirty
of the best years of his |ife in the cause of God, while you have had
but few years of experience, and, conparatively, have had nothing of
the hardships to neet that he has had. p. 88, Para. 1, [230T].

After the hardest |abors of those who first led out in this work, to
prepare the truth and bring up the work ready to your hand, you enbrace
it, and go out to labor to present the precious argunments which others,
with inexpressible anxiety, have searched out for you. Wiile you are
anply provided for in point of nmeans, your weekly wages sure, you
having no reason for care or anxiety in this direction, these pioneers
of the cause suffered deprivations of every kind. They had no assurance
of anything. They were dependent upon God, and upon the few true-
hearted ones who received their |abors. Wiile you have synpathi zi ng
brethren to sustain you and fully appreciated your |abors, there were
but very few to stand by the first |aborers in this work. Al could be
counted in a few mnutes. W knew what it was to go hungry for want of
food, and to suffer with cold for the want of suitable clothing. W
have traveled all night by private conveyance to visit the brethren
because we had no neans to defray the expenses of hotel fare. W



traveled mles on foot, tinme and agai n, because we had no noney to hire
a carriage. Oh! how precious was the truth to us! how val uabl e soul s
purchased by the blood of Christ! W have not conplaints to make of our
sufferings in those days of close want and perplexity, which made the
exercise of faith necessary. There we learned the sinplicity of faith.
There, while in affliction, we tested and proved the Lord. He was our
consolation. He was to us |i ke the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land. It is unfortunate for you, mnmy brother, and our young ninisters
generally, that you and they have not a simlar experience in
privation, in trial, and in need; for such an experience would be worth
to you nmore than houses and | ands, gold or silver. p. 89, Para. 1
[230rT1].

When we refer to our past experience of excessive |abors and wants,
and of laboring with our hands to support ourselves, and to publish the
truth at the very conmencenent of the work, some of our young
preachers, of but few years experience in the work, seemto be annoyed,
and charge us with boasting of our own works. The reason of this is
that their own |ives have been so free fromwearing care, want, and
sel f-sacrifice, that they know not how to synpathize with us, and the
contrast is not agreeable to their feelings. To have the experience of
ot hers presented before themin such wide contrast with their own
course, does not mamke their | abors appear in so favorable a light as
they would have them p. 90, Para. 1, [230T1].

When we first commenced this work, we were both in feeble health. MWy
husband was a dyspeptic; yet three tinmes a day we nade our
supplications, in faith, to God for strength. My husband went into the
hay-field with his scythe, and in the strength God gave himin answer
to our earnest prayers, he there earned, by now ng, nmeans to purchase
us neat, plain clothing, and to pay our fare to a distant State, to
present the truth to our brethren. p. 90, Para. 2, [230T].

We have a right to refer to the past, as did the apostle Paul. "And
when | was present with you, and wanted, | was chargeable to no man;
for that which was lacking to nme, the brethren which canme from
Macedoni a supplied; and in all things | have kept nyself from being
burdensome unto you, and so will | keep nyself. As the truth of Chri st
is in me, no man shall stop nme of this boasting in the regions of
Achaia." p. 90, Para. 3, [230rl].

We are carrying out the exhortation of the apostle to the Hebrews, in
referring to our past experience. "But call to renenbrance the forner
days, in which, after ye were illuninated, ye endured a great fight of
afflictions; partly while ye were nade a gazi ng stock both by
reproaches and afflictions; and partly, while ye becane conpani ons of
them that were so used.” p. 91, Para. 1, [230T].

Qur lives are interwoven with the cause of God. W have no separate
interest aside fromthis work. And when we see the advancenent the
cause has made froma very snmall beginning, comng up slowy, yet
surely, to strength and prosperity, who shall prevent or forbid our
boasting in God, as we see the success of the cause in which we have
toiled, and suffered, and nearly sacrificed our lives? Qur experience
in this cause is valuable to us. W have invested everything init. p.
91, Para. 2, [230T].



Moses was the neekest man that |ived, yet he was repeatedly conpelled,
t hrough the nmurmnurings of the children of Israel, to bring up their
course of sin after |eaving Egypt, vindicating his course as their
| eader. p. 91, Para. 3, [230T].

Just before he was to | eave Israel to die, he rehearsed before them
their course of rebellion and murnuring since they had | eft Egypt, and
his interest and |ove for them which led himto plead with God in
their behalf. Mdses relates to Israel that he had earnestly entreated
of the Lord to Il et him pass over Jordan to the prom sed |land. "But the
Lord was woth with me for your sakes, and would not hear nme." Modses
presented before themtheir sins, and said to them "Ye have been
rebel l'i ous against the Lord fromthe day that | knew you." He rel ated
to them how many tinmes he had plead with God and hunbl ed his soul in
angui sh because of their sins. p. 91, Para. 4, [230T].

It was the design of God that Mdses should frequently rem nd |srael of
their transgressions and rebellion, that they m ght hunble their hearts
before God in view of their sins. God would not have them forget the
errors and sins which had provoked his anger against them The
rehearsal of their transgressions, and of the nercies and goodness of
God to them which they had not appreci ated, was not agreeable to their
feelings. Nevertheless, God directed that this should be done. p. 92,
Para. 1, [230r1].

| have been shown that young nen |ike yourself, who have had but a few
years of inperfect experience in the cause of present truth, are not
the ones whom God will trust to bear weighty responsibilities, and | ead
out in this work. Such should manifest a delicacy in taking positions
which would conflict with the judgnent and opinions of those of mature
experi ence, whose |lives have been interwoven with the cause of God
nearly as many years as you have |lived, and who have had an active part
inthis work fromits small beginning. p. 92, Para. 2, [230T].

God will not select nen of but little experience and consi derabl e
sel f-confidence to lead out in this sacred, inportant work. There is
much here at stake. Men who have but little experience in the
sufferings, trials, opposition, and privation that have been endured to
bring up the work to its present condition of prosperity, should be
very jeal ous of thenselves. p. 92, Para. 3, [230T1].

Young nen who now engage in the work of preaching the truth should
cultivate nodesty and humility. They should be careful how they becone
exal ted, lest they be overthrown. They will be accountable for the
clear light of truth which now shines upon them | saw that God was
di spl eased with the disposition sone have, to murnur agai nst those who
have fought the heaviest battles for them and who have endured so nuch
in the commencenent of the message, when the work went hard. p. 93,
Para. 1, [230T1].

The experienced | aborers, who have toiled under the weight and the
oppressive burdens, when there were but fewto help bear them God
regards. He has, for those who have proved faithful, a jeal ous care.
God is displeased with those who are ready to find fault, and reproach
those servants of God who have grown gray in building up the cause of
present truth. Your reproaches and your nurmurings will surely stand
agai nst you in the day of God. As long as God has not l|aid upon you,



young nen, heavy responsibilities, do not get out of your place, and
rely upon your own independent judgnment, and assune responsibilities
for which you are not fitted. p. 93, Para. 2, [230T].

Dear brother and sister, you need to cultivate watchful ness and
humlity, and to be diligent in prayer. The nore closely you live to

God, the nore clearly will you discern your weaknesses and your
dangers. A practical view of the law of God, and clear discernnent of
the atonenment of Christ, will give you the know edge of yourselves, and

wi |l show you wherein you fail to perfect Christian character. In
short, you both need a daily experience in God's will concerning you.
When you see your great spiritual lack, you will sense the fact that
human depravity, specified in the word of God, is true in your
experience. You are both pharisaical, and you are in danger of

remai ning voluntarily and fearfully in the dark in regard to your true
standi ng before God, and in regard to your dangers. p. 93, Para. 3,

[ 230T1].

You both need to learn the various duties which devol ve upon you in
your relations in life under a variety of circunstances. You have both
negl ected your duties, both to God and man. Self-know edge you need so
much. The ignorance of your own heart |eads you to overl ook the
necessity of a daily, living experience in the divine life. In a
degree, you overl ook the necessity of a divine influence to be with you
constantly. This is positively necessary in doing the work of God. I|f
you neglect this, and pass on in self-confidence and sel f-sufficiency,

you will be left to nmake very great blunders. You need constantly to
cherish a spirit of dependence and | ow iness of mnd. He who feels his
own weakness will | ook higher than hinself, and will feel the need of
constant strength from above. The grace of God will lead himto
exercise and cherish a spirit of constant gratitude. He who is best
acquainted with his own weakness will know that it is the matchl ess
grace of God alone that will triunph over the rebellion of the heart.

p. 94, Para. 1, [230T].

You need to becone acquainted with the weak as well as the strong
points in your character, that you may be constantly guarded | est you
engage in enterprises, and assune responsibilities, for which God has
never designed you. You should not conpare your actions and neasure
your lives by any human standard, but with the rule of duty revealed in
the Bible. p. 94, Para. 2, [230T].

I was shown, Bro. and sister ----, that a work is before you to do for
yoursel ves that you have not dreanmed was necessary. For years you have
been cherishing tenptations and jealousies in regard to us and our
wor k, which is not pleasing to God. You may think that you believe the
testi moni es that God has given, but unbelief is gaining ground with you
in regard to their being of God. p. 95, Para. 1, [230T].

Your |abors, | was shown, would be nore effectual in the conversion of
souls to the truth, if you dwelt upon the practical as well as the
theoretical, having the living, practical elenents in your own heart,
and carrying themout in your own life. p. 95 Para. 2, [230T].

You need to have a firner hold from above. You are too dependent upon
your surroundings. If you have a | arge congregation, you are el evated,
and you desire to address them But sonetines your congregations



di m ni sh, your spirits sink, and you have but little courage to | abor
Surely, sonmething is wanting. Your hold is not firm enough upon God.
Sone of the nost inportant truths in the teachings of Christ were
preached by himto one Samaritan woman who canme to draw water as he
bei ng weary, sat upon the well to rest. The fountain of living waters
was within him The fountain of living waters nust be in us, springing
up to refresh those who are brought under our influence. p. 95, Para.
3, [230r1].

Christ sought for men wherever he could find them in the public
streets, in private houses, in the synagogues, by the sea-side. He
toiled all day in preaching to the nultitude and in healing the sick
that were brought to him and, frequently, after he had disnissed the
people that they might return to their hones to rest and sl eep, he
spent the entire night in prayer, to cone forth and renew his labors in
the norning. O Bro. and sister, you do not know anything in reality of
sel f-denial and self-sacrifice for Christ, and for the truth's sake.
You nust depend nore fully upon God, and | ess upon your own abilities.
You need to hide in God. p. 95, Para. 4, [230T1].

You are inclined, Bro. ----, to be severe in reproof, to formyour own
conclusions in regard to individuals, especially if their course has
crossed your track; and, according to your views of the case, you
sonmetines deal with themin an unsparing manner. You have not been a
tender-hearted, pitiful, courteous nan as was your Exenplar. You need
to soften your spirit, be nore courteous and kind, and to have greater
di si nterested benevol ence. You need to bring your soul into nore close
comuni on with God by earnest prayer, mxed with living faith. Every
prayer offered in faith lifts the suppliant above di scouragi ng doubts
and human passions. Prayer gives strength to renew the conflict with
the powers of darkness, and to bear trials patiently, and to endure
har dness as good sol diers of Jesus Christ. p. 96, Para. 1, [230T].

Wil e you take counsel with your doubts and fears, or try to solve
everything you cannot clearly see before you have faith, your
perplexities will only increase and deepen. If you cone to God feeling
hel pl ess and dependent, as you really are, and in hunble, trusting
prayer make your wants known to hi m whose know edge is infinite, who
sees everything in creation, and who governs everything by his will and
word, he can and will attend to your cry, and will let light shine into
your heart and all around you; for through sincere prayer, your soul is
brought into connection with the mind of the Infinite. You may have no
remar kabl e evidence at the tinme, that the face of your Redeener is
bendi ng over you with conpassion and |ove, but this is even so. You may
not feel his visible touch, but his hand is upon you in | ove and
pitying tenderness. p. 96, Para. 2, [230T].

God | oves both of you, and he wants to save you with an abundant
salvation. But it nust not be in your way, but in God's own appointed
way. You nust conmply with the conditions laid down in the Scriptures of
truth, and God will as surely fulfill on his part as his throne is
sure. p. 97, Para. 1, [230T1].

You nust not, ny brother, rise up against the reproofs and warnings
God sends to his people because these adnmonitions are humiliating to
human nature. You need to die daily, to have a daily crucifixion to
self. p. 97, Para. 2, [230T].



According to the Ilight God has given ne in vision, w ckedness and
deception are increasing anong God's people, who profess to keep his
commandnents. Spiritual discernment to see sin as it exists, and put it
out of the canp, is decreasing; spiritual blindness is fast com ng upon
God' s people. The straight testinony nust be revived, and it wll
separate those fromlsrael who have ever been at war with the neans God
has ordai ned to keep corruptions out of the church. Wongs nust be
cal l ed wongs. Grievous sins nust be called by their right name. All of
God' s peopl e should cone nearer to himand wash their robes of
character in the blood of the Lanb. Then will they see sin in the true
light and will realize how offensive is sin in the sight of God. p
97, Para. 3, [230T1].

In the tenptation of our first parents, it seened a small matter to
transgress the command of God in one snmall act, and eat of the tree
beautiful to the eye and pleasant to the taste. To the transgressors,
this was but a snmall act; but it destroyed their allegiance to God, and
opened a flood of woe and guilt which has del uged the world. Who can
know, in the nonent of tenptation, the terrible consequences which wll
result fromone wong, hasty step. Qur only safety is to be shielded by
the grace of God every nonment, and not put out our own spiritua

eyesight so that we will call evil good, and good, evil. Wthout
hesitation or argunment, we nmust close and guard the avenues of the sou
against evil. p. 98, Para. 1, [230T].

It costs us an effort to secure eternal life. It is only by |Iong and

persevering efforts, sore discipline, and stern conflict, that we shal
be overconers. But if we patiently and deternminedly, in the name of the
Conqueror who overcane in our behalf in the wlderness of tenptation
overcone as he overcame, we shall have the eternal reward. Qur efforts,
our self-denial, our perseverance, nust be proportionate to the
infinite value of the object we are in pursuit of. p. 98, Para. 2,

[ 230T1].

You nmust not allow your synpathies for yourselves to shield yourselves
and others in wong, because, to outward appearance, in your eyes, you
see nothing to condemm. God sees; God can read the nmptives and purposes
of the soul. | entreat you in the name of our Master, who has called us
and appoi nted us our work, to keep your hands off, and | eave us to do
the work God has laid upon us. Keep your words of synpathy and pity for
those who really deserve them those who are pressed by the Spirit of
God to show his people their transgressions and the house of Israe
their sins. Error and sin in these |ast days are enbraced nore readily
than truth and righteousness. The soldiers of the cross of Christ are
now required to gird on the Christian arnmor and press back the nora
darkness that is flooding the world. p. 98, Para. 3, [230Tr].

God will give both of you precious victories if you surrender
yourselves wholly to him and let his grace subdue your proud hearts.
Your self-righteousness will avail nothing with God. Nothing should be

done by fits and starts, or in a spirit of rashness. Wongs cannot be
righted, nor reformations in character nmade, by a few feeble,
intermttent efforts. Sanctification is not a work of a day, nor a
year, but of a life-time. Wthout continual efforts and constant
activity, there cannot be advancenent in the divine life and the
attai nment of the victor's crown. p. 99, Para. 1, [230T].



We are doing up work for the Judgnent, and it is unsafe to work in our
own wi sdom and trust to our own judgnent. Wth the spirit of self-
confi dence you now possess neither of you could be happy in Heaven; for
there all, even the exalted angels, are subordinate. You have yet to
| earn subordi nation and subm ssion. Both of you nmust be transformed by
the grace of God. p. 99, Para. 2, [230T1].

Sister ----, | saw that you should be careful that you do not open a
door of tenptation to your husband that you cannot close at will. It is
easier to invite the eneny into your hearts, than to dismss himafter
he has the ground. Your pride is easily hurt, and you need to conme nore
close to God, and seek with earnestness for grace, divine grace, to
endure hardness as a good sol dier of Jesus Christ. God will be your
hel per if you choose himfor your strength. Both of you should
encourage greater devotion to God. The only way to watch hunbly, is to
wat ch prayerfully. Do not for a nonment think you may sit down and enj oy
your sel ves, and study your pleasure and your own conveni ence. The life
of Christ is our exanple. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief. He was wounded, he was bruised. You are too well satisfied with
your position. You have need of constant watchful ness | est Satan
beguil e you through his subtlety, corrupt your mnds, and |ead you into
i nconsi stenci es and gross darkness. Your watchful ness shoul d be
characterized by a spirit of hunble dependence upon God. It should not
be carried on with a proud, self-reliant spirit, but with a deep sense
of your personal weakness, and a childlike trust in the prom ses of
God. p. 100, Para. 1, [230T].

It is now an easy and pl easant task to preach the truth of the third
angel's nmessage, in conparison with what it was when the nessage first
started, when the nunbers were few, and we were | ooked upon as
fanatics. Those who bore the responsibility of the work in the rise and
early progress of the nessage, knew what conflict, and distress, and
soul angui sh were. Night and day the burden was heavy upon them They
t hought not of rest or conveni ence even when they were pressed with
suffering and di sease. The shortness of tinme called for activity, and
the | aborers were few. p. 100, Para. 2, [230T].

Frequently, when brought into strait places, the entire night has been
spent in earnest, agonizing prayer, with tears, for help from God, and
light to shine upon his word. \Wen the |ight has conme, and the clouds
have been driven back, what joy and grateful happiness rested upon the
anxi ous, earnest seekers! Qur gratitude to God was as conplete as had
been our earnest, hungering cry for light. Some nights we could not
sl eep, because our hearts were overflowing with love and gratitude to
God. p. 101, Para. 1, [230T].

Men who now go forth to preach the truth, have things nmade ready to
their hand. They cannot now experience such privations as |laborers in
present truth have endured before them The truth has been brought out,
link after link, in a clear, connected chain. To bring the truth out in
such cl earness and harnony has required careful research. Opposition
the nost bitter and deternined, drove the servants of God to the Lord
and to their Bibles. Precious indeed to themwas the |ight which cane
fromGod. p. 101, Para. 2, [230T].

| have been shown that the reason why sonme cannot discern the right is



because they have so | ong cherished the eneny, who has worked side by
side with them while they have not discerned his power. It sonetines
seenms hard to wait patiently till God's tinme to vindicate the right.
But | have been shown that if we becone inpatient, we lose a rich
reward. As faithful husbandmen in God's great field, we nust sow with
tears, patient, and hopeful. W nust neet troubles and sorrows.
Tenptati ons and wearisonme toils will afflict the soul, and we nust
patiently wait in faith to reap with joy. Those persons who are nowhere
to be found in the tinme of peril and danger, when the strength, and
courage, and influence of all are required to nake a charge upon the
enemy, God will have no use for in the final victory. Those who stand
like faithful soldiers to battle against wong, and to vindicate the
right, warring against principalities and powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual w ckedness in high

pl aces, will each receive the comendation fromthe Master, "Wel| done,
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." p.
101, Para. 3, [230T].

Never was there greater need of faithful warnings and reproofs, and
cl ose, straight dealing, than at this very tine. Satan has cone down
with great power, knowing that his tine is short. He is flooding the
world with pleasing fables, and the people of God | ove to have snpoth
things spoken to them Sin and iniquity are not abhorred. | was shown
that there nmust be nore firmand determined efforts by God's people, to
press back the inconing darkness. The close work of the Spirit of God

i s needed now as never before. Stupidity nmust be shaken off. W nust
arouse fromthe lethargy that will prove our destruction unless we
resist it. p. 102, Para. 1, [230T].

Satan has a powerful controlling influence upon mnds. Preachers and
peopl e are in danger of being found upon the side of the powers of
darkness. There is no such thing now as a neutral position. W are al
decidedly for the right, or decidedly with the wong. Said Christ,
"They that are not for nme, are against ne; and they that gather not
with nme, scatter abroad." p. 102, Para. 2, [230T].

There are ever found those who will synpathize with those who are
wrong. Satan had synpathizers in Heaven and took |arge nunbers of the
angels with him God and Christ and Heavenly angels were on one side,
and Satan on the other. Notwi thstanding the infinite power and mgjesty
of God and Jesus Christ, angels became disaffected. The insinuations of
Satan took effect until they really believed that the Father and the
Son were their enem es, and Satan, the benefactor. Satan has the sane
power and the same control over m nds now, only increased by exercise
and experience a hundred-fold. Men and wonen are today deceived,
bl i nded by his insinuations and devices, and know it not. They are, in
gi ving place to doubts and unbelief in regard to the work of CGod, and
cherishing feelings of distrust and cruel jeal ousies, preparing
t hensel ves for conplete deception. They rise up with bitter feelings
agai nst the ones who have dared to speak of their errors and reprove
their sins. p. 103, Para. 1, [230T].

Those who have in the fear of God ventured out to faithfully neet
error and sin, calling sin by its right name, have di scharged a

di sagreeable duty, with nuch suffering of feelings to thensel ves; but
they get the synpathy of but few, and suffer the neglect of nany.
Synpat hi zers are on the wong side, and they carry out the purposes of



Satan to defeat the design of God. p. 103, Para. 2, [230T].

Reproofs al ways hurt human nature. Many are the souls that have been
destroyed by the unwi se synpathy of their brethren; for they, through
their brethren's synpathizing with them thought they nust indeed be
abused, and the reprover was all wong and had a bad spirit. The only
hope for sinners in Zion is to fully see and confess their wongs, and
put them away. Those who step in to destroy the edge of sharp reproof
that God sends, saying that the reprover was partly wong, and the
reproved was not just right, please the eneny. Any way that Satan can
devise to make the reproofs of none effect will acconplish his design.
Some will lay blame upon the one whom God has sent with a nessage of
war ni ng, saying, He is too severe; and in so doing, they becone
responsi ble for the soul of the sinner whom God desired to save, and to
whom because he | oved him he sent correction, that he m ght hunble
his soul before God, and put his sins fromhim These fal se
synpat hi zers will have an account to settle with the Master by-and-by
for their work of death. p. 103, Para. 3, [230T].

There are many who profess to believe the truth who are blind to their
own danger. They cherish iniquity in their hearts and practice it in
their lives. Their friends cannot read their hearts, and frequently
think such are all right. EE G W Black Hawk, Col orado, Aug. 12, 1873.
p. 104, Para. 1, [230r1].

Letter to a Young Sister. p. 104, Para. 2, [230T1].

Dear Sister ----: | have been shown that you need a thorough
conversion. You have accepted the truth, but have not received the

bl essings the truth brings, because you have not experienced its
transform ng power. You are in danger of |osing both worlds, unless you
have a nore thorough work of grace in your heart, and unless your wll
is brought into conformity to the mind and will of Christ. p. 104,
Para. 3, [230r1].

You are not now on the right track for that peace or happi ness which
the true, hunble, cross-bearing believer is sure to receive. You have
the stamp of your father's character. You have a selfish disposition
You do not realize this, but it is true. Your principal thoughts are
for yourself, to please yourself, to do those things which will be nost
agreeable to you, without reference to the happi ness of those around
you. You are making a mistake in searching for happiness. If you find
happi ness, it will be in the performance of duty, and the forgetful ness
of self. While your thoughts are so much upon yoursel f, you cannot be
happy. p. 105, Para. 1, [230T].

You neglect to cheerfully engage in the work which God has left you to
do. You overl ook the common, sinple duties lying directly in your

pat hway, and your nind wanders off to sone greater work, which you

i magine will be nore congenial to your taste, which will supply the
lack in your life, the barrenness in your soul. You will surely be

di sappoi nted here. The work which God has left you to do, is to take up
the everyday duties which are common, right around you, and do the
plain, honely duties of life cheerfully, not mechanically, but having
your heart in what you do, and with your heart, as well as your hands,
performthe sinple duties which |lie before you. p. 105, Para. 2,
[230rT1].



You do not study to make others happy, you do not have your eyes open
trying to discern what you can do, in little things, inlittle
attentions, in the daily courtesies of life, for your parents and the
menbers of the household. You have felt too nuch that it was a virtue
to shut yourself away fromthe fam |y, and brood over your unhappy
t houghts, and unhappy experience, gathering thorns, and taking
satisfaction in wounding yourself with them You indulge in a dreany
habit which nmust be broken up. You |l eave duties undone. Work which you
ought to do to relieve others, you neglect for the pleasure of
i ndul gi ng your own unhappy nusi ngs. You do not know yourself. Up, to
duty. Arouse yourself, and take up negl ected duty. Redeem the past by
future faithful ness. Take hold of the work before you; and, in the
faithful performance of duty, you will forget yourself, and will not
have tine to nuse and becone gl oony, and feel disagreeable and unhappy.
p. 105, Para. 3, [230r1].

You have al nost everything to learn in the Christian experience. You
are not inproving as fast as you mght, and as you nust, if you ever
obtain eternal life. You are now form ng a character for Heaven, or a
character which will debar you from Heaven. p. 106, Para. 1, [230Tr].

You have had your nmind and thoughts so engrossed in yourself that you
have not realized what you nmust do in order to becone a true follower
of the neek and lowly Jesus. You have negl ected your honme duties. You
have been a cloud and a shadow in the fanmly, when it was your
privilege to shed light and be a blessing to the dear ones around you.
you have been pettish, fretful, and unhappy, when there was, in
reality, nothing to make you so. You have not been awake to see what
you might do to lift the burdens fromyour mother, and to bl ess your
parents in every way possible. You have | ooked to your parents and
sisters to help you, while your thoughts have been centered upon
yoursel f. You have not had the grace of God in your heart, while you
have decei ved yourself in thinking that you were really advanced in the
know edge of the divine will. p. 106, Para. 2, [230T].

You have been ready to engage in conversation with those not of our
faith, when it was inpossible for you to present an intelligent reason
of our faith before them In this, you do not rightly represent the
truth, and do nmuch nore injury to the cause of truth than you do good.
If you should talk less in vindication of our faith, and study your
Bi ble nore, and |let your deportment be of that character which would
testify that the influence of the truth was good upon your heart and
life, you would do far nore good than in nmere talk, while you |ack
faithful ness in so many things. p. 107, Para. 1, [230T1].

If you are careful to follow the exanple of our self-denying, self-
sacrificing Redeenmer, who was ever seeking to do others good, and to
bl ess others, but not seeking ease and pl easure and enjoynent for
hi msel f, you will then bless others with your influence. In our
mngling in society, in famlies, or in our relations of life, either
limted or extended, there are nmany ways wherein we nay acknow edge our
Lord, and many ways wherein we may deny him W nmay deny himin our
words, in speaking evil of others, in foolish talking, in jesting,
joking, or by idle or unkind words, or by prevaricating, speaking
contrary to truth. In our words, we may confess that Christ is not in
us. In our character, we may deny Christ by |oving our ease, shunning



the duties and burdens of life, which sone one nust bear if we do not,
and in loving sinful pleasure. W may al so deny Christ by pride of
dress and conformty to the world. We may deny Christ by uncourteous
behavior. We may deny Christ by |ove of our own opinions, and by
seeking to maintain and justify self. W nay deny Christ in allow ng
the mind to run in the channel of |ovesick sentinentalism and in
broodi ng over our supposed hard lot and trials. p. 107, Para. 2,

[ 230T1].

No one can truly confess Christ before the world, unless the mnd and
Spirit of Christ live in him It is inpossible to communicate that
whi ch we have not. The conversation and the deportnent should be a rea
and visible expression of grace and truth within. If the heart is
sanctified, subm ssive, and hunble, the fruits will be seen outwardly,
and will be a nost effectual confession of Christ. Wrds and profession
are not enough. You, ny sister, nust have sonething nore than this. You
are deceiving yourself. Your spirit, your character, and your actions,
are not the spirit of neekness, self-denial, and charity. Wrds and
prof essi on may express nmuch humlity and love, but if the conduct is
not regul ated daily by the grace of God, you are not a partaker of the
Heavenly gift, you have not forsaken all for Christ, you have not
surrendered your own will and pleasure to beconme his disciple. p. 108,
Para. 1, [230r1].

You commit sin and deny your Saviour in dwelling on gloony things, and
in gathering trials to yourself, and in borrowi ng troubles. You bring
the troubles of tonorrow into today, and enmbitter your own heart, and
bri ng burdens and a cl oud upon those around you, by manufacturing
trials. You are very unwi se in taking precious, probationary tinme which
God has given you to do good, to becone rich in good works, in thinking
unhappy thoughts, and in airy castle-building. You suffer your
i magi nation to run upon subjects that will bring to you no relief or
happi ness. Your day-dream ng stands directly in the way of your
obtai ning a sound, healthy, intelligent experience in things of God and
a noral fitness for the better life. p. 109, Para. 1, [230T].

The truth of God received in the heart is able to nmake you wi se unto
sal vation. In believing and obeying it, you will receive grace for
tonmorrow you do not need. You should feel that you have only to do with
today. Overconme for today. Deny self for today. Watch and pray for
today. Obtain victories in God for today. Circunstances that exist, our
surroundi ngs, the changes daily transpiring around us, the witten word
of God which discerns and proves all things, are sufficient to teach us
our duty, and just what we ought to do, day to day. p. 109, Para. 2,

[ 230T1].

Instead of suffering your mind to run in a channel from which you will
derive no benefit, you should be searching the Scriptures daily and
doi ng those duties which may now be irksone to you, but which nust be
done by some one in daily life. p. 109, Para. 3, [230T].

The beauties of nature have a tongue that speaks to our senses without
ceasi ng. The open heart can be inpressed with the |love of God and his
glory as seen in the works of his hand. The |listening ear can hear and
under stand t he conmuni cati ons of God through the works of nature. There
is a lesson in the sunbeam and in the variety of objects in nature
that God has presented to our view The green fields, the lofty trees,



t he buds and flowers, the passing cloud, the falling rain, the babbling
brook, the sun, noon, and stars placed in the heavens, all invite our
attention and neditation, and bid us becone acquainted with God, who
made them all. The | essons you can learn fromthe various objects of
the natural world are these: They are obedient to the will of their
Creator. They never deny God--never refuse obedience to any intimation
of his will. Fallen beings alone refuse to yield full obedience to
their Maker. Their words and works are at variance with God and opposed
to the principles of his governnent. Your thoughts are not el evated.
There is enough in the natural world to lead you to | ove and adore your
Creator. There is food for thought wi thout shutting yourself away to
feed on di sappoi nted hopes and perverted i magi nations. p. 110, Para.

1, [230r1].

Do not be ready to talk with unbelievers, and enter into argunent with
those who oppose the truth; for you are not furnished with Scripture
know edge to do this. You have neglected to study your Bible. You can
best recomend the truth by the neekness of your life and the faithfu
di scharge of your daily duties. If you are conscientiously strict to do
your part, faithful and earnest to see what you can and should do for
t hose for whom you | abor, you will then better represent the truth. The
best way in which you can recommend the truth is, not by argunent, not
by talk, but by living it daily, by your consistent, nodest, hunble
life, as a disciple of Jesus Christ. It is a sad thing to be
di scontented with our surroundings, or the circunstances which have
pl aced us where our duties seem hunble and uni nportant. Private and
hunbl e duties are distasteful to you. You are restless, uneasy, and
di ssatisfied. p. 110, Para. 2, [230T].

Al'l this springs fromselfishness. You think nore of yourself than
others think of you. You | ove yourself better than you | ove your
parents, sisters, and brother, and better than you |love God. You want
to have a nore congenial |abor, for which you think you will be better
fitted. You are not willing to work and wait in the hunble sphere of
action where God has placed you until he proves and tests you, and you
denonstrate your ability and fitness for a higher position. "Bl essed
are the nmeek; for they shall inherit the earth.” The spirit of neekness
does not consist in discontent, it is directly the opposite. p. 111
Para. 1, [230T1].

Those professed Christians who are constantly whining and conpl ai ni ng,
who seem to think happi ness and a cheerful countenance a sin, have not
the genuine article of religion. Those who | ook upon nature's beautifu
scenery as they would upon a dead picture, who choose to | ook upon dead
| eaves rather than to gather the beautiful living flowers, who take a
mour nful pleasure in all that is nmelancholy in the | anguage spoken to
them by the natural world, who see no beauty in valleys clothed with
verdue, who close their senses to the joyful voice which speaks to them
in nature, which is sweet and nmusical to the listening ear, are not in
Christ. They are not walking in the light, they are gathering to
t hensel ves darkness and gl oom when they could just as well have
bri ghtness, and the bl essing of the Sun of Ri ghteousness arising in
their hearts with healing in his beans. p. 111, Para. 2, [230T].

You are, ny young sister, living an imaginary life. You cannot detect
or realize a blessing in anything. You inmagine troubles and trials
whi ch do not exist. You exaggerate little annoyances into grievous



trials. This is not the neekness which Christ blessed. It is an
unsanctified, rebellious, and unfilial discontent. Meekness is a
precious grace, willing to suffer silently, willing to endure trials.
Meekness is patient, and | abors to be happy under all circunstances.
Meekness is always thankful, and nmakes its own songs of happi ness,
maki ng nelody in the heart to God. Meekness wi |l suffer disappointnent
and wong, and will not retaliate. Meekness is not to be silent and
sul ky. A norose tenper is the opposite of neekness; for this only
wounds, and gives pain to others, and takes no pleasure to itself. p.
112, Para. 1, [230T].

My young sister, you have but just entered the school of Christ. You
have yet al nost everything to | earn. You do not now dress
extravagantly, but you have pride of appearance. You desire to dress
with less sinplicity. You think considerable nore than you shoul d of
the matter of dress. Christ invites you, "Cone unto ne, ye that are
weary and heavy | aden, and | will give you rest. Take ny yoke upon you
and learn of me, for I amneek and lowy of heart, and ye shall find
rest to your souls; for ny yoke is easy, and ny burden is light."
Submit your neck to the yoke which Christ inposes, and you will find in
this subm ssion the very happi ness you have tried to gain to yourself
in your own way, follow ng your own course. p. 113, Para. 1, [230Tl].

You may be cheerful if you will bring even your thoughts in subjection
to the will of Christ. You should make no delay, but closely search
your own heart and die to self daily. You may inquire, How can | nmaster
my own actions, and control nmy inward enotions? Many who profess not
the I ove of God do, to a considerable extent, control their spirit
wi t hout the aid of the special grace of God. They cultivate self-
control. This is indeed a rebuke to those who know that from God they
may obtain strength and grace, and yet do not exhibit the graces of the
Spirit of God. Christ is our nodel. He was neek and lowy. Learn of
him and imtate his exanple. The Son of God was faultless. W nust aim
to this perfection, and overcone as he overcanme, if we have a seat at
his right hand. p. 113, Para. 2, [230T].

You have peculiarities of character which need to be sternly

di sci plined, and resolutely controlled, before you could with any
safety enter the marriage relation. Therefore, marriage should be put
fromyour mnd until you overconme defects in your character, for you
woul d not nmake a happy wife. You have negl ected to educate yourself for
systemati ¢ househol d | abor. You have not seen the necessity of
acquiring habits of industry. This habit of enjoying useful |abor, once
formed, will never be lost. You are then prepared to be placed in any
circunstance in life, and you will be fitted for the position. You will
learn to love activity. If you enjoy useful |abor, you will have your
m nd occupi ed with your enpl oynent, and you will not find tinme to

i ndul ge in dreany fancies. p. 114, Para. 1, [230T].

Know edge of useful labor will inpart to your restless and
di ssatisfied m nd energy, efficiency, and a becom ng, npdest dignity,
which will command respect. You know but very little of yourself. You

know not the deceptions of your own heart. The heart is deceitful above
all things and desperately w cked. Search your heart carefully, and
take time for neditation and prayer. Unless you see the defects in your
character, and with genuine sincerity correct your errors, you cannot
be a disciple of Christ. p. 114, Para. 2, [230T].



You love to think and to tal k about young nmen. You interpret their
civilities as a special regard for yourself. You flatter yourself that
you are nmore highly esteened than you really are. Your conversation
shoul d be upon subjects that will profit, and that will refine and
el evate. You are not, ny dear child, cultivating habits of frankness
and sincerity. Your heart is not right. Your influence is not good upon
the young, for you have not the mind of Christ; yet you flatter
yoursel f that you have nade great advancenment in the Christian life.

p. 114, Para. 3, [230T1].

A reformation must commence in your father's famly. You bear the
stanp of your father's character. You should endeavor to shun his
errors and his extrenes. |If you are truly a disciple of Christ, you
will see inportant work to do at your hone. Every famly may be a
perpetual school. The elder sisters can exert a strong influence upon
t he younger nenbers of the fam |ly. The younger, wi tnessing the exanple
of the older, will be led by the principle of imtation nore than by
oft-repeated precepts. The el dest daughter should ever feel it a
Christian duty devol ving upon her to aid her nother in bearing her many
toi |l some burdens. Hours are worse than |ost that are spent in bed,
sl eeping, or in gloony nusings, while some shoulders in the famly are
bowed to carry the heavy toil some | oad. The el dest daughters may assi st
in the education of the youngest nmenbers of the famly. Here will be an
excel l ent opportunity to teach those | ess advanced than yourself,
kindly and diligently, having the fear of the Lord before you. You may
gain the affections of those you try to help. You nmay here have one of
the best of schools in which to exerb graces. You do not |ove children
In short, you do not |ove anything which requires steady, earnest,
persevering effort. You do not |ove steady application. You |ove change
and variety. You are constantly seeking to find sonething that wll
pl ease yourself and give you happi ness. You need sel f-education, and
you can obtain this better now than at any future tinme. p. 115, Para.
1, [230r1].

You have al nost every change to meke in your life, and may God help
you to take hold of the work without delay. Only the pure, the good,
and the holy, will dwell with Christ when he cometh into his kingdom
p. 116, Para. 1, [230T].

You cannot obtain Heaven without earnest, persevering effort. Your
life, hitherto, has been ainess, and nearly useless, as viewed in the
i ght of Heaven. You now have opportunity to redeemthe tinme, and to
wash your robe of character in the blood of the Lanb. God will help you
if you feel your need of his help. Your righteousness is of no val ue
with God. It is only through the nerits of Christ that you will be
victor at last. And if you can be anong those who shall be saved with
an everlasting salvation, Heaven will be cheap enough. E. G W p.

116, Para. 2, [230T1].



