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It is the nicest work ever assunmed by nmen and wonen to deal with

yout hful m nds. The greatest care should be taken in the education of
youth to vary the manner of instruction so as to call forth the high
and nobl e powers of the m nd. Parents, and teachers of schools, are
certainly disqualified to educate children properly, if they have not
first learned the | esson of self-control, patience, forbearance,
gentl eness, and | ove. Wat an inportant position for parents,

guardi ans, and teachers! There are very few who realize the nost
essential wants of the mnd, and how to direct the devel opi ng
intellect, the growi ng thoughts and feelings of youth. p. 3, Para. 3,
[ 220T1].

There is a period for training children, and a tinme for educating
youth. And it is essential that both of these be conmbined in a great
degree in the schools. Children nmay be trained for the service of sin,
or for the service of righteousness. The early education of youth
shapes their character in this life, and in their religious life.

Sol onon says, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is
old he will not depart fromit." This |anguage is positive. The

trai ning which Solonmon enjoins is to direct, educate, and develop. In
order for parents and teachers to do this work, they nust thensel ves
understand "the way the child should go." This enbraces nore than
nmerely having a know edge of books. It takes in everything that is
good, virtuous, righteous, and holy. It conprehends the practice of

t enperance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and |ove to God, and to each
other. In order to attain this object, the physical, nental, noral, and
religious education of children nust have attention. p. 3, Para. 4,
[220T1].

I n households, and in schools, the education of children should not be
like the training of dunb animals; for children have an intelligent

wi |l which should be directed to control all their powers. The dunb
animals need to be trained; for they have not reason and intellect. The
human mi nd nust be taught self-control. It nust be educated to rule the

human being, while the animal is controlled by the master. The beast is
trained to be subnmissive to his nmaster. The nmaster is mnd, judgnment,
and will, for his beast. A child may be so trained as to have, like the
beast, no will of his own. Hs individuality may even be subnerged in
the one who superintends his training, and the will is to all intents
and purposes subject to the will of the teacher. p. 4, Para. 1,

[220T1].

Chil dren who are thus educated will ever be deficient in noral energy
and individual responsibility. They have not been taught to nmove from
reason and principle. Their will was controlled by another, and the



m nd was not called out, that it m ght expand and strengthen by

exerci se. They were not directed and disciplined with respect to their
peculiar constitution and capabilities of mind, to put forth their
strongest powers when required. Teachers should not stop here, but give
especial attention to the cultivation of the weaker faculties that al
the powers may be brought into exercise, and carried forward from one
degree of strength to another, that the mnd nmay attain due
proportions. p. 5, Para. 1, [220T].

There are many families of children who appear to be well-trained,
whi | e under the training discipline. But when the system which has
held themto set rules, is broken up, they seemto be incapabl e of
t hi nki ng, acting, or deciding, for thenselves. These children have been
so long under iron rule, not allowed to think and act for thenselves in
those things in which it was highly proper that they should, that they
have no confidence in thensel ves to nove out upon their own judgment,
havi ng an opi nion of their own. And when they go out fromtheir
parents, to act for thenselves, they are easily led by others' judgnent
in the wong direction. They have not stability of character. Their
m nds have not been properly devel oped and strengthened by being thrown
upon their own judgnent, as fast and as far as practicable. So | ong
have their m nds been absolutely controlled by their parents that they
rely wholly upon them Their parents were nmnd and judgnent for their
children. p. 5, Para. 2, [220T1].

On the other hand, the youth should not be left to think and act

i ndependent of the judgnent of their parents and teachers. Children
shoul d be taught to respect experienced judgnment, and be gui ded by
their parents and teachers. They should be so educated that their nmnds
will be united with the mnds of their parents and teachers, and they
be so instructed that they can see the propriety of heeding their
counsel. And when they shall go forth fromthe guiding hand of their
parents and teachers, their characters will not be like the reed
trembling in the wind. p. 6, Para. 1, [220T1].

The severe training of youth, without properly directing themto think
and act for thenselves, as their own capacity and turn of mnd would
allow, that by this neans they m ght have growth of thought and
feelings of self-respect, and confidence in their own abilities to

perform wll ever produce a class that are weak in nental and noral
power. And when they stand in the world to act for thensel ves, they
will reveal the fact that they were trained, |like the animls, and not

educated. Their wills, instead of being guided, were forced into
subj ection by harsh discipline of parents and teachers. p. 6, Para. 2,
[220rT1].

Parents and teachers who boast of having conplete control of the nind
and will of the children under their care would cease their boastings,
could they trace out the future life of these children who are thus in
subj ection by force and through fear. These are al nbst whol |y
unprepared to engage in the stern responsibilities of |ife. When these
youth are no | onger under their parents and teachers, and are conpelled
to think and act for thenselves, they are alnpst sure to take a wong
course, and yield to the power of tenptation. They do not make this
life a success. And the sanme deficiencies are seen in their religious
life. Could the instructors of youth have the future result of their
m st aken di sci pli ne mapped out before them they would change their



pl an of action in the education of children and youth. That class of
teachers who are gratified that they have al nost conplete control of
the will of their scholars are not the nbst successful teachers,

al t hough the appearance for the tine being may be flattering. p. 7,
Para. 1, [220r1].

God never designed that one human nmind should be under the conplete
control of another human m nd. And those who nmeke efforts to have the

i ndividuality of their pupils submerged in thenselves, and they be
mnd, will, and conscience, for their pupils, assune fearfu

responsi bilities. These schol ars may, upon certain occasions, appear
like well-drilled soldiers. But when the restraint is removed, there
will be seen a want of independent action fromfirm principle existing
in them But those who make it their object to so educate their pupils
that they may see and feel that the power lies in thenselves to nake
men and wonen of firmprinciple, qualified for any position in life,
are the nost useful and permanently successful teachers. Their work may
not show to the very best advantage to carel ess observers, and their

| abors may not be valued as highly as the teacher who holds the will
and m nd of his scholars by absolute authority; but the future |lives of
the pupils will show the fruits of the better plan of education. p. 8,
Para. 1, [220T1].

There is danger of both parents and teachers commandi ng and dictating
too nmuch, while they fail to cone sufficiently into social relation
with their children, or their scholars. They often hold thensel ves too
much reserved, and exercise their authority in a cold, unsynpathizing
manner, which cannot win the hearts of their children and pupils. If
they woul d gather the children close to them and show that they |ove
them and manifest an interest in all their efforts, and even in their
sports, and sonetinmes be even a child anmong children, they woul d nake
the children very happy, would gain their love, and win their
confidence. And the children woul d sooner respect and | ove the
authority of their parents and teachers. p. 8, Para. 2, [220T].

The principles and habits of the teachers should be consi dered of
greater inportance than even his literary qualifications. If the
teacher is a sincere Christian, he will feel the necessity of having an
equal interest in the physical, nental, noral, and spiritual education
of his scholars. In order to exert the right influence, he should have
perfect control over hinself, and his own heart should be richly inbued
with love for his pupils, which will be seen in his | ooks, words, and
acts. He shoul d have firmess of character, then can he nold the ninds
of his pupils, as well as to instruct themin the sciences. The early
education of youth generally shapes their character for life. Those who
deal with the young should be very careful to call out the qualities of
the m nd, that they nay better know how to direct their powers, and
that they may be exercised to the very best account. p. 9, Para. 1
[220T1].

The system of education generations back has been destructive to
health and even life itself. Five hours each day many young chil dren
have passed in school roons not properly ventilated, nor sufficiently
| arge for the healthful accommdati on of the scholars. the air of such
rooms soon becones poison to the lungs that inhale it. Little children
whose |inbs and muscl es are not strong, and their brains undevel oped,
have been kept confined in-doors to their injury. Many have but a



slight hold on Ilife to begin with. Confinenment in school fromday to
day makes them nervous and di seased. Their bodies are dwarfed because
of the exhausted condition of the nervous system And if the |anp of
life goes out, the parents and teachers do not consider that they had
any direct influence in quenching the vital spark. Wen standing by the
graves of their children, the afflicted parents | ook upon their

ber eavenent as a special dispensation of Providence. By inexcusable

i gnorance, their own course had destroyed the |ife of their children
Then to charge their death to Providence is blasphenmy. God wanted the
little ones to live and be disciplined, that they m ght have beautifu
characters, to glorify himin this world, and praise himin the better
world. In order to be in accordance with fashion and custom many
parents have sacrificed the health and Iife of their children. p. 10,
Para. 1, [220r1].

Parents and teachers, in taking the responsibilities of training these
children, do not feel their accountability before God to becone
acquai nted with the physical organism that they nay treat the bodies
of children and pupils in a nmanner to preserve |ife and health.
Thousands of children di e because of the ignorance of parents and
teachers. Mothers will spend hours over needl ess work upon their own
dress and that of their children, to fit them for display, who plead
that they cannot find time to read up, and obtain infornmation necessary
to take care of the health of their children. They think it |ess
trouble to trust their bodies to the doctors. p. 11, Para. 1, [220T1].

To become acquainted with the wonderful organism the stomach, liver,
bowel s, heart, bones, nuscles, and pores of the skin, and to understand
t he dependence of one organ upon another, for the healthful action of
all, is a study that nost nothers have no interest in. The influence of
t he body upon the m nd, and the nmind upon the body, she knows nothing
of . The mind, which allies finite to the infinite, she does not seemto
understand. Every organ of the body was nade to be servant to the m nd.
The mind is the capital of the body. Children are allowed flesh-neats,
spi ces, butter, cheese, pork, rich pastry, and condi nents generally.
They are allowed to eat irregularly, and to eat between neals, of
unheal t hful food, which do their work of deranging the stomach, and
exciting the nerves to unnatural action, and enfeeble the intellect.
Parents do not realize that they are sowing the seeds which will bring
forth di sease and death. p. 11, Para. 2, [220T].

Many chil dren have been ruined for life by urging the intellect, and
negl ecting to strengthen the physical. Many have died in their
chi | dhood because of the course pursued by injudicious parents, and
teachers of the schools, in forcing their young intellect, by flattery
or fear, when they are too young to see the inside of a school room
Their m nds have been taxed with | essons, when they should not have
been call ed out, but kept back until the physical constitution was
strong enough to endure nental effort. Small children should be left
free as lanbs to run out of doors, to be free and happy, and be all owed
the nost favorable opportunities to lay the foundation for sound
constitutions. Parents should be their only teachers, until they have
reached eight or ten years of age. They shoul d open before their
children God's great book of nature as fast as their ninds can
conprehend it. p. 12, Para. 1, [220T].

The nother should have |l ess love for the artificial in her house, and



in the preparation of her dress for display, and find tinme to
cultivate, in herself and in her children, a love for the beautiful
buds and opening flowers, and call the attention of her children to
their different colors and variety of fornms. She can nmake her children
acquai nted with God, who nade all the beautiful things which attract
and delight them She can |ead their young mnds up to their Creator
and awaken in their young hearts a love for their Heavenly Father, who
has mani fested so great love for them Parents can associate God with
all his created works. Anpbng the opening flowers and nature's beautifu
scenery in the open air should be the only school room for children
fromeight to ten years of age. And the treasures of nature should be
their only text book. These | essons, inprinted upon the m nds of young
children, anong the pleasant, attractive scenes of nature, will not be
soon forgotten. p. 13, Para. 1, [220T1].

In order for children and youth to have health, cheerful ness,
vivacity, and well-devel oped nuscle and brain, they should be nmuch in
the open air, and have well-regul ated enpl oynment and anusenent.
Children and youth who are kept at school and confined to books, cannot
have sound physical constitutions. The exercise of the brain in study,
wi t hout correspondi ng physical exercise, has a tendency to attract the
bl ood to the brain, and the circulation of the blood through the system
beconmes unbal anced. The brain has too much bl ood, and the extremties
too little. There should be rules, regulating their studies to certain
hours, and then a portion of their tinme should be spent in physica
| abor. And if their habits of eating, dressing, and sl eeping, were in
accordance with physical |law, they could obtain an education w thout
sacrificing physical and nental health. p. 13, Para. 2, [220T].

The book of Genesis gives quite a definite account of social and
individual life, and yet we have no record of an infant being born
blind, deaf, crippled, deformed, or inbecile. There is not an instance
upon record of a natural death in infancy, childhood, or early nanhood.
There is no account of nmen and wonman dyi ng of disease. Obituary notices
in the book of Genesis run thus: "And all the days of Adam were nine
hundred and thirty years, and he died." "And all the days of Seth were
ni ne hundred and twel ve years, and he died." Concerning others, the
record states: "He live to a good old age, and he died.” It was so rare
for a son to die before the father that such an occurrence was
consi dered worthy of record: "And Haran died before his father Terah."
Haran was a father of children before his death. p. 14, Para. 1,
[220rT1].

God endowed man with so great vital force that he has withstood the
accurul ati on of di sease, brought upon the race in consequence of
perverted habits, and he has continued for six thousands years. This
fact of itself is enough to evidence to us the strength and electrica
energy God gave to man at his creation. It took nmore than two thousand
years of crine, and indul gence of base passions, to bring bodily
di sease upon the race to any great extent. If Adam at his creation
had not been endowed with twenty tinmes as nuch vital force as nmen now
have, the race, with present habits of living in violation of natura
| aw, woul d have becone extinct. At the period of the first advent of
Christ, so rapidly had the race degenerated that an accunul ati on of
di sease pressed upon that generation, bringing in a tide of we, and
wei ght of misery inexpressible. The wetched condition of the world at
the present tine was presented before me. Since Adanmls fall, the race



has been degenerating. Sonme of the reasons for the present deplorable
conditions of nmen and wonen, fornmed in the i mage of God, was shown ne.
t he sense of how nuch nust be done to arrest, even in a degree, the
physi cal, nmental, and noral decay cause ny heart to be sick and faint.
p. 15, Para. 1, [220T].

God did not create the race in its present feeble condition. This
state of things is not the work of Providence, but the work of nman,
brought about by wrong habits and abuses, by violating the | aws God has
made to govern his existence. Through the tenptati on of appetite, Adam
and Eve first fell fromtheir high, holy, and happy estate. Through the
same tenptation have the race becone enfeebled. They have pernitted
appetite and passion to take the throne, and to bring into subjection
reason and intellect. p. 15, Para. 2, [220T1].

So long has the violation of physical |aw, and human suffering as the
consequence, prevailed that nen and wonmen | ook upon the present state
of sickness, suffering, debility, and premature death, as the appointed
ot of humanity. Man cane fromthe hand of his Creator, perfect and
beautiful in form and so filled with vital force that it was nore than
a thousand years before the corrupt appetite and passions, and genera
viol ati on of physical |law, was sensibly felt upon the race. Mre recent
generations have been feeling the pressure of infirmty and disease
still nore rapidly and heavily with every generation. The vital forces
have been greatly weakened by indul gence of appetite and lustfu
passion. p. 16, Para. 1, [220T].

The patriarchs from Adamto Noah, with but few exceptions, |ived
nearly a thousand years. Since the days of Noah, the length of |ife has
been tapering. Those suffering with di sease were brought to Christ for
himto heal, fromevery town, city, and village; for they were
afflicted with all manner of diseases. And di sease has been steadily on
the increase through successive generations since that period. Because
of the continued violation of the laws of life, nortality has increased
to a fearful extent. The years of man have been shortened, so that the
present generation pass off to the grave, even before the generations
that lived the first few thousand years after the creation came upon
the stage of action. p. 16, Para. 2, [220T].

Di sease has been transmitted from parents to children, from generation
to generation. Infants in their cradle are mserably afflicted because
of the sins of their parents, which have | essened their vital force.
Their wong habits of eating and dressing, and their genera
di ssipation, are transnmtted, as an inheritance to their children. Many
are born insane, deforned, blind, deaf, and a very large class
deficient in intellect. The strange absence of principle which
characterizes this generation, in disregarding the laws of |ife and
health, is astonishing. Ignorance prevails upon this subject, while
light is shining all around them Wth the majority, their principa
anxiety is, What shall | eat? what shall | drink? and wherew t hal shal
| be clothed? Notwithstanding all that is said and witten in regard to
how we should treat our bodies, appetite is the great |aw which governs
men and women generally. p. 17, Para. 1, [220T1].

The noral powers are becl ouded, because nmen and wonmen will not live in
obedi ence to the | aws of health, and make this great subject a persona
duty. Parents bequeath to their offspring their own perverted habits,



and | oat hsone di seases corrupt the bl ood, and enervate the brain. The
majority of men and wonmen remain in ignorance of the laws of their

bei ng, and i ndul ge appetite and passion at the expense of intellect and
morals, and seemwilling to remain in ignorance of the result of their
violation of nature's |laws. They indul ge the depraved appetite in the
use of sl ow poisons, which corrupt the bl ood, and underm ne the nervous
forces, and in consequence bring upon thensel ves sickness and death.
Their friends call the result of their own course the dispensation of
Provi dence. In this they insult Heaven. They rebell ed against the | aws
of nature, and suffered the punishment of her abused |l aws. Suffering
and nortality now prevail everywhere, especially anong the children
How great is the contrast between this generation and those who |ived
during the first two thousand years? p. 17, Para. 2, [220TI].

| inquired if this tide of woe could not be prevented, and sonething
done to save the youth of this generation fromthe ruin which threatens
them | was shown one great cause of the existing deplorable state of
things is, that parents do not feel under obligation to bring up their
children to conformto physical law. Mdthers |ove their children with
an idolatrous love, and they indulge their appetite when they know t hat
it will injure the health of the children, and thereby bring upon them
di sease and unhappi ness. This cruel kindness is carried out to a great
extent in the present generation. The desires of children are gratified
at the expense of health and happy tenpers, because it is easier for
the nother, for the tine being, to gratify than to withhold that which
her children clanmor for. p. 18, Para. 1, [220T1].

Thus nothers are sowing the seed that will spring up and bear fruit.
The children are not educated to deny their appetites, and restrict
their desires. And they become selfish, exacting, disobedient,
unt hankful , and unholy. Mothers who are doing this work of sowing wll
reap with bitterness the seed they have sown. They have sinned agai nst
Heaven and agai nst their children, and God will hold them accountabl e.
p. 19, Para. 1, [220T1].

Had the system of education generations back been conducted upon
al together a different plan, the youth of this generation would not now
be so depraved and worthl ess. The nanagers and teachers of schools
shoul d have been those who understood physiol ogy, and who had an
interest, not only to educate youth in the sciences, but to teach them
how to preserve health, in order to use their know edge to the best
account after they had obtained it. There should have been in
connection with the schools establishments for various branches of
| abor, that the students night have enpl oynent, and necessary exercise
out of school hours. p. 19, Para. 2, [220T].

The students' enploynent and amusenents shoul d have been regulated in
reference to physical |law, and adapted to preserve to themthe healthy
tone of all the powers of the body and m nd. Then their education in
practical business could have been obtained, while their literary
progress was being secured. Students at school should have had their
noral sensibilities aroused to see and feel that society had clains
upon them and that they should live in obedience to natural |aw that
they could, by their existence and influence, by precept and exanpl e,
be an advantage and bl essing to society. It should be inpressed upon
youth that all have an influence that is constantly telling upon
society, to inprove and el evate, or to | ower and debase. The first



study of youth should be to know t hensel ves and how to keep their
bodies in health. p. 19, Para. 3, [220T].

Many parents have kept their children at school nearly the year round.
These children have gone through the routine of study nechanically, and
they have not retained that which they | earned. Many of these constant
students seem al nost destitute of intellectual |ife. The nonotony of
continual study wearies the mnd, and they have but little interest in
their lessons, and to nany the application to books becones pai nful
They had not an inward | ove of thought, and anmbition to acquire
know edge. They did not encourage in themselves reflection, and
i nvestigation of objects and things. p. 20, Para. 1, [220T].

Children are in great need of proper education, in order that their
lives should be of use in the world. But any effort that exalts
intellectual culture above noral training is msdirected. |nstructing,
cultivating, polishing, and refining youth and children should be the
mai n burden with both parents and teachers. Cl ose reasoners and | ogica
t hi nkers are few, for the reason that false influences have checked the
devel opnent of the intellect. The supposition of parents and teachers
that continual study would strengthen the intell ect has proved
erroneous; for it has had in many cases the opposite effect. p. 20,
Para. 2, [220r1].

In the early education of children, many parents and teachers fail to
understand that the greatest attention needs to be given to the
physi cal constitution, that a healthy condition of body and brain can
be secured. It has been the customto encourage children to attend
school when they are nere babies, needing a nother's care. Children of
a delicate age are frequently crowded into ill-ventilated school roons,
to sit upon poorly constructed benches, and the young and tender franes
have, through sitting in wong positions, become deforned. p. 21
Para. 1, [220T1].

The disposition and habits of youth will be very likely to be

mani fested in the matured man. You may bend a young tree to al nost any
formthat you may choose, and let it renmain and grow as you have bent
it, and it will be a defornmed tree, and will ever tell of the injury
and abuse received at your hand. You may, after years of growth, try to
straighten the tree, but all your efforts will prove unavailing. It
will ever be a crooked tree. This is the case with the m nds of youth.
They shoul d be carefully and tenderly trained in childhood. They nmmy be
trained in the right direction or the wong, and they will in their
future life pursue the course in which they were directed in youth. The
habits formed in youth will grow with the growmh and strengthen with
the strength, and will generally be the same in after life, only
continue to grow stronger. p. 21, Para. 2, [220T].

We are living in an age when al nost everything is superficial. There
is but little stability and firmess of character, because the training
and education of children fromtheir cradle is superficial. Their
characters are built upon sliding sand. Sel f-denial and self-contro
have not been nolded into their characters. They have been petted and
i ndul ged until they are spoiled for practical life. The |Iove of
pl easure controls mnds, and children are flattered and indulged to
their ruin. Children should be trained and educated so that they may
calculate to meet with difficulties, and expect tenptati ons and



dangers. They shoul d be taught to have control over themselves, and to
nobly overconme difficulties; and if they do not willfully rush into
danger, and needl essly place thenselves in the way of tenptation; if

they shun evil influences and vicious society, and then are unavoi dably
conpel led to be in dangerous conpany, they will have strength of
character to stand for the right and preserve principle, and will cone

forth in the strength of God with their norals untainted. The noral
powers of youth who have been properly educated, if they nake God their
trust, will be equal to stand the nost powerful test. p. 22, Para. 1,
[220T].

But few parents realize that their children are what their exanple and
di sci pline have made them and that they are responsible for the
characters their children develop. If the hearts of Christian parents
were in obedience to the will of Christ, they would obey the injunction
of the heavenly Teacher: "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
ri ghteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." I|If those
who profess to be followers of Christ would only do this, they would
give, not only to their children, but to the unbelieving world,
exanples that would rightly represent the religion of the Bible. If
Christian parents lived in obedience to the requirenents of the divine
Teacher, they would preserve sinplicity in eating, and in their
dressing, and would live nore in accordance with natural |aw. They
woul d not then devote so nuch time to artificial life in making cares
and burdens for thenselves that Christ has not |aid upon them but
positively bade themto shun. If the kingdom of God, and his
ri ght eousness, were the first and all-inportant consideration with
parents, but little precious time would be lost in needless
ornanentati on of the outward, while the minds of their children are
al nost entirely neglected. The precious time devoted by many parents to
dressing their children for display in their scenes of anusenent had
better, far better, be spent in cultivating their own mnds, in order
that they may be conpetent to properly instruct their children. It was
not essential to the salvation or happiness of these parents to use
preci ous probationary time God has lent them in dressing, in visiting,
and gossiping. p. 23, Para. 1, [220r1].

Many parents plead that they have so much to do that they have not
time to inprove their mnds, or to educate their children for practica
life, or to teach them how they may becone | anbs of Christ's fold. p
24, Para. 1, [220T7].

Parents will never realize the alnost infinite value of the tinme they
m sspend until the final settlement, when the cases of all will be
deci ded, and the acts of our entire life are opened to our view in al
the holy angels. Very many parents will then see that their wong
course determ ned the destiny of their children. Not only have they
failed to secure for thenselves the words of commendation fromthe King
of glory, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord;" but they hear the terrible denunciation, Depart.
This separates their children forever fromthe joys and glories of
Heaven, and fromthe presence of Christ. And they thenselves also cone
under his denunciation, Depart, "thou wi cked and slothful servant."
Jesus will never say, "Wll done," to those who have not earned the
wel | done by their faithful lives of self-denial and self-sacrifice to
do others good, and to pronote his glory. Those who have |ived
principally to please thenselves instead of doing others good are



neeting with infinite loss. p. 24, Para. 2, [220T].

If parents could be aroused to sense the fearful responsibility which
rests upon themin the work of educating their children, nore of their
time would be devoted to prayer, and | ess to needl ess display. Parents
shoul d reflect, and study, and pray earnestly to God for w sdom and
divine aid, to properly train their children, that they nmay devel op
characters that God will approve. Their anxiety should not be how they
can educate their children for the world, that they nmay be prai sed and
honored of the world, but how they can educate themto form beautiful
characters that God can approve. Mich prayer and study is needed for
heavenly wi sdomto know how to deal with young m nds; for very nuch is
dependi ng upon the direction parents give to the mnds and wills of
their children. To balance their mnds in the right direction and at
the right tinme is a nost inportant work; for their eternal interest may
depend on the decisions nade at the critical nonent. How inportant then
that the minds of parents should be as free as possible from
per pl exi ng, wearing care in tenporal things, that they may think and
act with calmconsideration, wisdom and |ove, making the salvation of
the souls of their children the first and highest consideration. The
i nward adorni ng should be the great object for parents to attain for
their dear children. Parents cannot afford to have visitors and
strangers claimtheir attention, and rob themof life's great capital
which is time, making it inpossible for themto give their children
patient instruction, which they nust have every day to give right
direction to their developing mnds. p. 25, Para. 1, [220T1].

This lifetime is too short to be squandered in vain and trifling
diversion, in unprofitable visiting, in needless dressing for display,
or in exciting amusenents. W cannot afford to squander tinme given us
of God to bless others, and for us to inprove in laying up a treasure
for ourselves in Heaven. W have none too nuch tinme for the discharge
of necessary duties. We should give time for the culture of our own
hearts and mnds, in order to qualify us for our life's work. To
negl ect these essential duties, in conformng to the habits and custons
of fashionable, worldly society, is doing ourselves and our children a
great wong. p. 26, Para. 1, [220T1].

Mot hers who have youthful minds to train, and the character of her
children to form should not seek the excitements of the world in order
to be cheerful and happy. They have their inportant |ife-work. They and
theirs cannot afford to spend tinme in an unprofitable manner. Tine is
one of the inportant talents which God has intrusted to us, and for
which he will call us to account. A waste of tine is a waste of
intellect. The powers of the mind are susceptible of high cultivation
It is the duty of nmothers to cultivate their ninds, and keep their
hearts pure, and inprove every means in their reach for their
intellectual and noral inprovenent, that they may be qualified to
i nprove the minds of their children. Those who indul ge a disposition to

|l ove to be in conpany will soon feel restless, unless visiting or
entertaining visitors. the power of adaptation to circunstances, the
necessary sacred hone duties, will seem conmonpl ace and uni nteresting.

They have no |l ove for self-exam nation or self-discipline. The m nd
hungers for the varying, exciting scenes of worldly life. Children are
negl ected for the indul gence of inclination. And the recordi ng ange
wites, "Unprofitable servants.” God designs that our mnds should not
be purposel ess, but that we should acconplish good in this life. p



26, Para. 2, [220T].

If parents would feel it a solemm duty that God enjoins upon themto
educate their children for usefulness in this life, if they would adorn
the inner tenple of the souls of their sons and daughters for the
imortal |ife, we should see a great change in society for the better
And then there would not be nmanifest so great indifference to practica
godliness, and it would not be as difficult to arouse the nora
sensibilities of children to understand the clainms that God has upon
them But parents becone nore and nore careless in the education of
their children in the useful branches. Many parents allow their
children to formwong habits, and to follow their inclinations rather
than to i npress upon their mnds the danger of their doing this, and
the necessity of their being controlled by principle. p. 27, Para. 1,
[220T1].

Children frequently engage in a piece of work, and becone perpl exed or
weary of it, and wish to change and take hold of sonething new,

al t hough they entered upon the work with enthusiasm Thus they may take
hol d of several things, nmeet with a little discouragenment, and give
t hem up; and thus pass fromone thing to another, perfecting nothing.
Parents should not be so nuch engaged with other things that they have
not time to patiently discipline those devel oping m nds. They should
not allow the |Iove of change to control their children. A few words of
encouragenent, or a little help at the right tine may carry them over
their trouble and di scouragenent, and the satisfaction they will have
in seeing conpleted the task they undertook will stimulate themto
greater exertion. p. 28, Para. 1, [220T].

Many children, for want of words of encouragement, and a little
assistance in their efforts in childhood and youth, becone
di sheartened, and change fromone thing to another. And they carry this
sad defect with themin mature |ife. They cannot make a success of
anyt hing they engage in; for they have not been taught to persevere
under di scouraging circunmstances. Thus the entire lifetime of many
proves a failure because they did not have correct discipline. The
education in childhood and youth, not only effects their entire

busi ness career in mature life, but the religious experience bears a
correspondi ng stanp. p. 28, Para. 2, [220T].

Wth the present plan of education, a door of tenptation is opened to
the youth. Although they generally have too many hours of study, they
have many hours wi thout anything to do. These |eisure hours are
frequently spent in a reckless manner. The know edge of bad habits is
comuni cated to one another, and vice is greatly increased. Very nmany
young nen who have been religiously instructed at hone, and go out to
the school s conparatively innocent and virtuous, become corrupt by
associating with vicious conpanions. They | ose self-respect, and noble
principles are sacrificed. Then they are prepared to pursue the
downward path; for they have so abused their conscience that sin does
not appear so exceeding sinful. These evils which exist at the schools
conducted upon the plan they now are m ght be renmedied in a great
degree if study and | abor could be conbined. In the higher schools, the
sanme evil exists only to a greater degree; for many of the youth have
educated thenselves in vice, and their consciences are seared. p. 29,
Para. 1, [220T1].



Many parents overrate the stability and good qualities of their
children. They do not seemto consider the deceptive influences of
vi cious youth to which they are exposed. Parents have their fears as
they send them at a distance fromthemto school, but flatter
thensel ves that as they have had good exanpl es and religious
instruction they will be true to principle in their high school life.
Li centi ousness exists in these institutions of |earning, and nany
parents have but a faint idea to what extent. They have, in many cases,
| abored hard, and suffered many privations, for the cherished object of
having their children obtain a finished education. And after all their
efforts, many have the bitter experience of receiving their children
fromtheir course of studies, with dissolute habits and ruined
constitutions. They are frequently disrespectful to their parents,
unt hankful and unholy. These abused parents, who are thus rewarded by
ungrateful children, lanment that they sent their children fromthem to
be exposed to tenptations, and cone back to them physical, nental, and
noral wecks. Wth di sappoi nted hopes and al nost broken hearts, they
see their children of whomthey had high hopes, follow in a course of
vice, and drag out a m serable existence. p. 29, Para. 2, [220T1].

But there are those of firm principles, who answer the expectation of
parents and teachers. They go through the course of schooling with
cl ear consciences. They cone forth with good constitutions, and pure
noral s, unstained by corrupting influences. But the nunber is few. Sone
students put their whole being into their studies, and concentrate
their m nds upon the object of obtaining an education. They work the
brain, while the physical is inactive. The brain is overworked, and the
physi cal is weak, because they have not exercised the nuscles. Wen
they graduate, it is evident that they have obtained their education at
the expense of their life. They studied day and night, year after year
keeping their mnds continually upon the stretch, while they did not
sufficiently exercise their muscles. They sacrificed all for know edge
of the sciences, and passed to their graves. p. 30, Para. 1, [220T].

Young | adi es frequently give thenselves up to study, and to the

negl ect of other branches of education even nore essential for
practical life than the study of books. After they have obtained their
education, they are frequently invalids for life. They neglected their
heal th by remai ning too nmuch in-doors, deprived of the pure air of
heaven, and the God-given sunlight. These | adies m ght have come from
their schools in health, if they had conbined with their studies
househol d | abor and exercise in the open air. p. 31, Para. 1, [220T1].

Health is a great treasure. It is the richest possession nortal can
have. Wealth, honor, or learning, is dearly purchased, if it be at the
| oss of the vigor of health. None of these attainments can secure
happi ness if health is wanting. It is a terrible sin to abuse the
health God has given us. Every abuse of health enfeebles for life, and
mekes us | osers, even if we gain any anmount of education. p. 31, Para.
2, [220r1].

Parents who are wealthy, in many cases, do not feel the inportance of
giving their children an education in the practical duties of life, as
well as in the sciences. They do not see the necessity, for the good of
their children's ninds and norals, and for their future useful ness, of
gi ving them a thorough understanding in useful labor. This is due their
children, that, if msfortune should come, they could stand forth in



nobl e i ndependence, having a knowl edge how to use their hands. If they
have a capital of strength, they cannot be poor, even if they have not
a dollar. Many, who in youth are in affluent circunstances, may be
robbed of all their riches, with parents and brothers and sisters
dependent upon them for sustenance. Then how i nportant that every youth
be educated to | abor, that they may be prepared for any energency.

Ri ches are indeed a curse when the possessors let themstand in the way
of their sons' and daughters' obtaining a know edge of useful |abor
that they may be qualified for practical life. p. 32, Para. 1, [220T].

Those who are not conpelled to | abor, frequently do not have active
exercise sufficient for physical health. Young men, for want of having
their m nds and hands enpl oyed in active |abor, will acquire habits of
i ndol ence, and will frequently be obtaining what is to be npbst dreaded,
a street education, |ounging about stores, snoking, drinking, and
pl ayi ng cards. p. 32, Para. 2, [220T1].

The young ladies will read novels, excusing thenmselves fromactive

| abor, because they are in delicate health. Their feebleness is the
result of their |ack of exercising the nuscles God has given them They
may think they are too feeble to do housework, but will work at crochet
and tatting, and preserve the delicate pal eness of their hands and
faces, while their care-burdened nothers toil hard in washing and
ironing their garnents. These | adies are not Christians; for they
transgress the fifth commandnment. But the nmother is the one who is nost
to bl ane. She has indul ged and excused her daughters from bearing their
share of household duties, until work beconmes distasteful to them and
they |l ove, and enjoy, delicate idleness. They will eat, and sleep, and
read novels, and talk of the fashions, while their lives are useless.
p. 33, Para. 1, [220T].

Poverty, in many cases, is a blessing; for it prevents youth and
children from being ruined by inaction. The physical should be
cultivated and properly devel oped, as well as the nental. The first and
constant care of parents should be that their children nay have firm
constitutions, that they may be sound men and wonen. It is inpossible
to attain this object w thout physical exercise. Children, for their
own physical health and noral good, should be taught to work, even if
there is no necessity as far as want is concerned. If they would have
virtuous and pure characters, they must have the discipline of well-

regul ated | abor, which will bring into exercise all the nmuscles. The
satisfaction children will have in being useful, of denying thenselves
to help others, will be the nost healthful pleasure they ever enjoyed.

Why shoul d the wealthy rob thenmsel ves and their dear children of this
great blessing? p. 33, Para. 2, [220T].

Parents, inaction is the greatest curse that ever cane upon youth.
Your daughters should not be allowed to |lie late in bed in the norning,
sl eepi ng away the precious hours lent themof God to be used for the
best purpose, and for which they will have to give an account to God.
The nother is doing her daughters great injury in bearing the burdens
t he daughters should share with her for their own present good and
future benefit. The course many parents have pursued in allowi ng their
children to be indolent, and to gratify a desire for reading romance,
is unfitting themfor real life. Novel and story-book reading are the
greatest evils that youth can indulge in. Novel and |ove-story readers
al ways fail to make good, practical nothers. They live in an unrea



worl d. They are air-castle builders, living in an imaginary world. They
beconme sentinmental, and have sick fancies. Their artificial life spoils
them for anything useful. They are dwarfed in intellect, although they
may flatter thenselves that they are superior in mnd and manners.
Exerci se in household labor will be of the greatest advantage to young
girls. p. 34, Para. 1, [220r1].

Physi cal |abor will not prevent the cultivation of the intellect. Far
fromthis. The advant ages gai ned by physical |abor will bal ance them
that the mind shall not be overworked. The toil will then cone upon the
nmuscl es, and relieve the wearied brain. There are many |istless,
useless girls who consider it unladylike to engage in active |abor. But
their characters are too transparent to deceive sensible persons in
regard to their real worthlessness. They will sinper and giggle, and
are all affectation. They appear as though they could not speak their
words fairly and squarely, but torture all they say with |isping and
sinpering. Are these |adies? They were not born fools, but were
educated such. It does not require a frail, helpless, overdressed,
sinmpering thing to nmake a lady. A sound body is required for a sound
intellect. Physical soundness, and a practical know edge in all the
necessary household duties, is never a hindrance to a well-devel oped
intellect, but highly inportant for a lady. p. 35, Para. 1, [220T].

Al'l the powers of the mind should be called into use, and devel oped,
in order for nen and wonen to have well-bal anced m nds. The world is
full of one-sided nen and women, because one set of the faculties are
cultivated, while others are dwarfed frominaction. The education of
nost youth is a failure. They over-study, while they neglect that which
pertains to practical business life. Men and wonen becone parents
wi t hout considering their responsibilities, and their offspring sink
lower in the scale of human deficiency than they thensel ves. Thus we
are fast degenerating. The constant application to study, as the

school s are now conducted, is unfitting youth for practical |ife. The
human mind will have action. If it is not active in the right
direction, it will be active in the wong. And in order to preserve the

bal ance of the mind, |abor and study should be united in the schools.
p. 36, Para. 1, [220T].

There shoul d have been in past generations provisions made for
education upon a |larger scale. In connection with the schools should
have been agricultural and manufacturing establishments. There should
have been teachers al so of household | abor. There should have been a
portion of the tine each day devoted to | abor, that the physical and
mental m ght be equally exercised. |If schools had been established upon
the plan we have nentioned, there would not now be as nmany unbal anced
m nds. p. 36, Para. 2, [220T].

God prepared for Adam and Eve a beautiful garden. He provided for them
everything their wants required. He planted for themtrees of every
variety bearing fruit. Wth a liberal hand he surrounded themw th his
bounties--the trees for useful ness and beauty, and the lovely flowers,
whi ch sprung up spontaneously, and flourished in rich profusion around
them were to know nothing of decay. Adam and Eve were rich indeed.
They possessed Eden. Adam was |lord in his beautiful domain. None can
guestion the fact that Adamwas rich. But God knew t hat Adam coul d not
be happy unl ess he had enpl oynent. Therefore he gave himsonmething to
do. He was to dress the garden. p. 37, Para. 1, [220Tr].



Men and women of this degenerate age, if they have a | arge amount of
earthly treasure, which, in conparison with that paradi se of beauty and
weal th given the lordly Adam is very insignificant, feel thensel ves
above | abor, and educate their children that | abor is degrading. Such
rich parents, by precept and exanple, instruct their children that
noney makes the gentleman and the |ady. But our idea of the gentlenman
and the lady is neasured by the intellect and noral worth. God
estimates not by dress. The inspired apostle's exhortation is, "Wose
adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and
of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the
hi dden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the
ornanent of a neek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price." The neek and quiet spirit is exalted above worldly honor
or riches. The Lord illustrates how he estimtes the worldly wealthy,
who [ift up their souls unto vanity, because of their earthly
possessions, by the rich man who tore down his barns and built greater
that he m ght have wherewith to bestow his goods. Forgetful of God, he
acknowl edged not from whence canme all his possessions. No gratefu
t hanks ascended to his gracious Benefactor. He congratul ated hinself,
"Soul , thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be nmerry." The Master, who had intrusted to himearthly
riches with which to bless his fellownen and glorify his Maker, was
justly angry at his ingratitude, and said, "Thou fool, this night thy
soul shall be required of thee; then whose shall these things be, which
thou hast provided? So is he that |layeth up treasure for hinself, and

is not rich toward God." Here we have an illustration of how the
infinite God estinmates man. An extensive fortune, or any degree of
wealth, will not secure the favor of God. Al these bounties and

bl essings come fromhim to prove, test, and devel op, the character of
man. p. 37, Para. 2, [220T].

Men may have boundl ess wealth, yet if they are not rich toward God, if
they have no interest to secure to thenselves the heavenly treasure,
and divine wisdom they are accounted fools by their Creator, and we
| eave them just where God | eaves them Labor is a blessing. It is
i mpossible for us to enjoy health without Iabor. Al the faculties
shoul d be called into use in order to be properly devel oped, and that
men and wonen may have wel | -bal anced minds. If the young had been given
a thorough education in the different branches of |abor, and had been
taught | abor as well as the sciences, their education would have been
of greater advantage to them p. 39, Para. 1, [220T1].

The constant strain upon the brain, while the nuscles are inactive,

enf eebl es the nerves, and students have an al nost uncontrol |l able desire
for change and exciting anusenents. After the confinenment to study
several hours each day, they are, when released, nearly wild. Many have
never been controlled at honme. They have been left to foll ow
inclination, and the restraint of the hours of study is, they think, a
severe tax upon them and not having anything to do after study hours,
Sat an suggests sport and m schief for change. Their influence over

ot her students is denoralizing. Those students who have had the
benefits of religious teaching at hone, and who are ignorant of the
vices of society, frequently becone the best acquainted with those
whose ni nds have been cast in an inferior nold, and whose advant ages
for mental culture and religious training have been very limted. And
they are in danger, by mingling in the society of this class, and in



breat hi ng an atnosphere that is not elevating, but tending to | ower and
degrade the norals, of sinking to the same |low | evel as their
conpanions. It is the delight of a |arge class of students, in their
unenpl oyed hours, to have a scrape. And very many of the young who | eft
their hones innocent and pure, by associations at school, becone
corrupted. p. 39, Para. 2, [220r1].

| have been led to inquire, Miust all that is valuable in our youth be
sacrificed in order that they may obtain an education at the school s?
If there had been agricultural and manufacturing establishnents in
connection with our schools, and conpetent teachers had been enpl oyed
to educate the youth in the different branches of study and | abor
devoting a portion of each day to nmental inprovenent, and a portion of
the day to physical |abor, there would now be a nore el evated cl ass of
youth to come upon the stage of action, to have influence in nolding
soci ety. The youth who woul d graduate at such institutions would many
of themconme forth with stability of character. They woul d have
perseverance, fortitude, and courage to surmount obstacles, and
principles that they would not be swerved by wong influence, however
popul ar. There shoul d have been experienced teachers to give |lessons to
young |l adies in the cooking departnment. Young girls should have been
instructed to manufacture wearing apparel, to cut, meke, and nend
garnments, and thus becone educated for the practical duties of life.
p. 40, Para. 1, [220T].

For young nmen there should be establishnments where they could |earn
different trades, which would bring into exercise their nuscles as wel
as their nental powers. If the youth can have but a one-sided
education, which is of the greatest consequence? the study of the
sciences, with all the disadvantages to health and life? or the
know edge of | abor for practical life? We unhesitatingly say, The
latter. If one nust be neglected, let it be the study of books. p. 41,
Para. 1, [220T1].

There are very many girls who have married and have fam lies who have
but little practical know edge of the duties devol ving upon a wife and
not her. They cannot cook, but they can read, and play upon an
i nstrument of mnusic. They cannot meke good bread, which is very
essential to the health of the famly. They cannot cut and nake
garments, for they did not learn how to do these things. They did not
consi der these things essential, and they are in their married life
dependent, as their owm little children, upon sone one to do these
things for them It is this inexcusable ignorance in regard to the nost
needful duties of life which nmakes very nmany unhappy famlies. p. 41,
Para. 2, [220T1].

The inmpression that work is degrading to fashionable life has laid

t housands in the grave who m ght have |lived. Those who performonly
manual | abor frequently work to excess, w thout giving thensel ves
periods of rest, while giving thensel ves periods of rest, while the
intellectual class overwork the brain and suffer for want of the
heal t hful vigor physical |abor gives. If the intellectual would share
the burden of the laboring class to a degree, that the muscles might be
strengt hened, the | aboring class mght do | ess, and devote a portion of
their tinme to nental and noral culture. Those of sedentary and literary
habits shoul d exercise the physical, even if they have no need to | abor
so far as means is concerned. Health should be sufficient inducenent to



| ead themout to unite physical labor with their nmental. p. 42, Para.
1, [220r1].

Intellectual, physical, and noral culture should be conbined in order
to have wel | -devel oped and wel | - bal anced nen and wonen. Sone are
qualified to exercise greater intellectual strength than others, while
others are inclined to | ove and enjoy physical |abor. Both of these
shoul d seek to inprove where they are deficient, that they nmay present
to God their entire being, a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
him which is their reasonable service. The habits and custons of
fashi onabl e soci ety shoul d not gauge their course of action. The
i nspi red apostl e adds, "And be ye not conforned to this world; but be
ye transformed by the renewi ng of your mnd, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. p. 43, Para. 1,
[220T1].

Thi nki ng men's mnds | abor too hard. They frequently use their nenta
powers prodigally, while there is another class whose highest aimin
life is physical labor. The latter class do not exercise the mind
Their nuscles are exercised, while their brain is robbed of
intellectual strength, as the thinking brain workers, who negl ect
exercising the nuscles, and rob their bodies of strength and vi gor
Those who are content to devote their lives to physical |abor, and
| eave others to do the thinking for them while they sinply carry out
what ot her brains have planned, will have strength of nuscle, but
feeble intellect. Their influence for good is small in conparison to
what it nmight be if they would use their brains as well as their
nmuscl es. This class fall nore readily if attacked with di sease, because
the systemis not vitalized by the electrical force of the brain to
resi st disease. p. 43, Para. 2, [220T].

Men who have good physical powers should educate thenselves to think
as well as to act, and not depend upon others to be brains for them It
is a popular error with a large class to regard work as degradi ng.
Therefore young nen are very anxi ous to educate thensel ves to becone
teachers, clerks, nerchants, |awers, and to occupy al nbst any position
t hat does not require physical |abor. Young wonmen regard housework as
denmeani ng. And al t hough the physical exercise required to perform
househol d | abor, if not too severe, is calculated to pronote health,
yet they will seek for education that will fit themto becone teachers,
clerks, or learn some trade which confines themin-doors to sedentary
enpl oynent. The bl oom of health fades fromtheir cheeks, and di sease
fastens upon them because they are robbed of physical exercise, and
their habits are perverted generally, because it is fashionable. They
enjoy delicate life, which is feebl eness and decay. p. 44, Para. 1,
[220T].

True, there is sonme excuse for young wonen not choosi ng housework for
enpl oynment, because those who hire their kitchen girls generally treat
them as servants. Frequently their enployers do not respect them and
treat them as though they were unworthy to be nmenbers of their
famlies. They do not give themprivileges as they do the seanstress,
the copyist, and the teacher of nusic. But there can be no enpl oynent
nore inportant than that of housework. To cook well, and present
heal t hful food upon the table in an inviting manner, requires
intelligence and experience. The one who prepares food that is to be
pl aced in our stomachs, to be converted into blood to nourish the



system occupies a nost inportant and el evated position. The position
of copyist, dress-mmker, or nusic teacher, cannot equal in inportance
that of the cook. p. 45, Para. 1, [220T].

The foregoing is a statement of what m ght have been done by a proper
system of education. But tine is too short now to acconplish that which
m ght have been done in past generations. But we can do nmuch, even in
these | ast days, to correct the existing evils in the education of
yout h. And because tine is short we should be in earnest, and work
zeal ously to give the young that education which is consistent with our
faith. We are refornmers. We desire that our children should study to
t he best advantage. In order to do this, enploynment should be given
them which would call into exercise the nuscles. Daily, systematic
| abor should constitute a part of the education of youth even at this
| ate period. Miuch can now be gained in connecting |abor with schools.
The students will realize in following this plan elasticity of spirit,
and vi gor of thought, and can acconplish nore nmental |abor, in a given
time, than they could by study al one. And they can | eave their schools
with their constitutions uninpaired, with strength and courage to
persevere in any position in which the providence of God may pl ace
them p. 45, Para. 2, [220T1].

Because tinme is short, we should work with diligence and doubl e
energy. Qur children may never enter college, but they can obtain the
education in essential branches that they may turn to a practical use,
which will give culture to the mind, and bring into use its powers.
Very many youth that have gone through a coll ege course do not obtain
that true education that they can put to practical use. They may have
t he nane of having a collegiate education, but are in reality only
educated dunces. p. 46, Para. 1, [220T].

There are many young nmen whose services God would accept if they would
consecrate thenselves to himunreservedly. If they would exercise the
powers of their mind in the service of God, which they use in serving
t hensel ves, and in acquiring property, they woul d nake earnest,
persevering, successful laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. Many of
our young men should turn their attention to the study of the
Scriptures, that God may use themin his cause. But they do not becone
intelligent in spiritual knowl edge as in tenporal things, therefore
they fail to do the work of God which they could do with acceptance.
There are but few to warn sinners and win souls to Christ when there
shoul d be many. Qur young nmen generally are wise in worldly matters,
but not intelligent in regard to the things of the kingdom of God. They
m ght turn their nminds in the heavenly and divine channel, wal king in
the light, and going on from one degree of light and strength to
another, until they could turn sinners to Christ, and point the
unbel i eving and desponding to a bright track heavenward. And when the
warfare is ended, they m ght be welconed to the joy of the Lord. p
46, Para. 2, [220T1].

Young nen should not enter upon the work of explaining the Scriptures,
and | ecturing upon the prophecies, when they do not have a know edge of
the inmportant Bible truths they try to explain to others. They may be
deficient in the common branches of education, and fail to do the
anount of good they otherwi se could do, if they had the advantages of a
good school . Ignorance will not increase the hunmility or spirituality
of any professed follower of Christ. The truths of the divine word can



be best appreciated by an intellectual Christian. Christ can be better
glorified by those who serve himintelligently. The great object of
education is to enable us to bring into use the powers which God has
given us in such a manner as will best represent the religion of the
Bi bl e and pronote the glory of God. For all the talents which God has
intrusted to us, we are indebted to hi mwho gave us existence. p. 47,
Para. 1, [220T1].

It is a duty we owe to our Creator to cultivate and inprove upon the
talents he has conmitted to our trust. Education will discipline the
m nd and develop its powers, and understandingly direct them that we
may be useful in advancing the glory of God. We need a school where
those who are just entering the mnistry nay be taught at |east the
common branches of education, and where they may also learn the truths
of God's word for this tinme nore perfectly. There should be connected
with these schools |ectures given upon prophecies. Those who really
have good abilities such as God woul d accept to labor in his vineyard,
woul d be very much benefited by only a few nonths' instruction at such
a school. p. 48, Para. 1, [220T].

The Health Reform p. 49, Para. 1, [220T].

Decenber 10, 1871, | was again shown that the health reformis one
branch of the great work to fit a people for the com ng of the Lord.
And it is as closely connected with the third angel's nmessage as the
hand is united to the body. The | aw of ten comandnents has been
lightly regarded by man. The Lord would not conme to punish the
transgressors of his law without first sending them a nessage of
war ni ng. The third angel proclains the warning nessage. Had nen ever
been obedient to the | aw of ten commandnents, carrying out in their
lives the principles of these ten precepts, the curse of di sease now
fl ooding the world would not be. p. 49, Para. 2, [220T].

Men and wonmen cannot violate natural law in the indul gence of depraved
appetite, and lustful passions, and not violate the |aw of God.
Therefore God has permitted the Ilight of health reformto shine upon
us, that we may see our sin in violating the |laws God has established
in our being. Al our enjoyments or sufferings may be traced to
obedi ence or transgression of natural |aw. CQur gracious Heavenly Father
sees the deplorable condition of men while living in violation of the
| aws he has established. Many are doing this ignorantly, sone
knowi ngly. The Lord, in love and pity to the race, causes the light to
shi ne upon health reform He publishes his aw, and the penalty that
will follow the transgression of it, that all may |earn, and be carefu
to live in harnony with natural law. He proclainms his |aw so distinct,
and nmakes it so prominent, that it is |like a city set on a hill, Al
account abl e bei ngs can understand his law if they will. Idiots will not
be responsible. p. 49, Para. 3, [220T].

To make plain natural law, and urge the obedience of it, is the work
that acconpanies the third angel's nessage, to prepare a people for the
com ng of the Lord. p. 50, Para. 1, [220T].

Adam and Eve fell, through intenperate appetite. Christ came and

Wit hstood the fiercest tenptation of Satan, and, in behalf of the race,
he overcane appetite, showi ng that man may overcone. As Adam fell

t hrough appetite, and | ost blissful Eden, the children of Adam may,



t hrough Christ, overcone appetite, and through tenperance in all things
regai n Eden. p. 50, Para. 2, [220T].

I gnorance now is no excuse for the transgression of law. The |ight
shineth clearly, and none need to be ignorant, for the great God
himself is man's instructor. Al are bound by the npst sacred
obligations to God to heed sound phil osophy and genui ne experience in
reference to health reformwhich he is now giving them p. 50, Para.
3, [220r1].

God designs the great subject of health reformshall be agitated, and
the public mnd deeply stirred to investigate, for it is inpossible for
men and wonen, with all their sinful, health-destroying, brain-
enervating habits, to discern sacred truth, through which they are to
be sanctified, refined, elevated, and nade fit for the society of
heavenly angels in the kingdomof glory. p. 51, Para. 1, [220T].

The inhabitants of the Noachian world were destroyed, because they
were corrupted through the indul gence of perverted appetite. Sodom and
Gonorrah were destroyed through the gratification of unnatura
appetite, which benunbed the intellect, and they could not discern the
di fference between the sacred clains of God and the clanor of appetite.
The latter enslaved them and they becane so ferocious and bold in
their detestabl e aboni nations, God would not tolerate them upon the
earth. God ascribes the w ckedness of Babylon to her gluttony and
drunkenness. p. 51, Para. 2, [220T1].

The apostle exhorts the church, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the nmercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." Mn
then, can make the body unholy by sinful indul gences. If unholy, they
are unfitted to be spiritual worshipers, and are not worthy of Heaven.
If man will cherish the light God in nercy gives himupon health
reform he may be sanctified through the truth, and fitted for
immortality. If he disregards light, and lives in violation of natura
| aw, he must pay the penalty. p. 51, Para. 3, [220T].

God created man perfect and holy. Man fell fromhis holy estate

because he transgressed God's law. Since the fall, there has been a
rapid i ncrease of disease, suffering, and death. Notw t hstandi ng man
has insulted his Creator, yet God's love is still extended to the race.

And he permits light to shine, that man nmay see that, in order to live
a perfect life, he must live in harmony with those natural |aws which

govern his being. Therefore, it is of the greatest inportance that he

have a know edge of how to live, that his powers of body and m nd may

be exercised to the glory of God. p. 52, Para. 1, [220T].

It is inpossible for man to present his body a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, while he is indulging in habits that are
| esseni ng physical, nental, and noral vigor, because it is customary
for the world to do thus. The apostle adds, "And be not conforned to
this world; but be ye transformed by the renewi ng of your m nd, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God."
Jesus, seated upon the Munt of Aives, gave instruction to his
di sci ples, of the signs which should precede his conm ng. He says, "But
as the days of Noe were, so shall also the conming of the Son of man be.
For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and



drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood cane, and took them
all away; so shall also the com ng of the Son of man be.” p. 52, Para.
2, [220r1].

The sane sins exist in our day of carrying their eating and drinking
to gluttony and drunkenness. The sane sins exist in our day which
brought the wath of God upon the world in the days of Noah. Men and
wonen now carry their eating and drinking to gluttony and drunkenness.
This prevailing sin, of indulgence of perverted appetite, inflanmed the
passions of nmen in the days of Noah, and |led to general corruption
until their violence and crinmes reached to Heaven. And God washed the
earth of its noral pollution by a flood. p. 53, Para. 1, [220T].

The sane sins of gluttony and drunkenness benunbed the noral
sensibilities of the inhabitants of Sodom so that crimes seened to nen
and wonen of that wicked city to be their delight. Christ warns the
worl d. He says, "Likewi se, also, as it was in the days of Lot, they did
eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they buil ded.

But the same day that Lot went out of Sodomit rained fire and
bri mst one from heaven and destroyed themall. Even thus shall it be in
the day when the Son of man is revealed.” p. 53, Para. 2, [220T1].

Christ has left us here a nbst inportant |esson. He does not in his
t eachi ng encourage indol ence. H's exanple was the opposite of this.
Christ was an earnest worker. His |life was one of self-denial

di l i gence, perseverance, industry, and economy. He would |ay before us
t he danger of naking eating and drinking paranmount. He reveals the
result of giving up to indul gence of appetite. The noral powers are
enf eebl ed, so that sin does not appear sinful. Crinmes are w nked at,
and base passions control the mnds, until general corruption roots out
good principles and i npul ses, and God is blasphened. All this is the
result of eating and drinking to excess. This is the very condition of
things he declares will exist at his second com ng. p. 54, Para. 1,
[220T1].

W1l men and wonen be warned? WII they cherish the light? or wll
they become slaves to appetite and base passions? Christ presents to us
sonmet hing higher to toil for than merely what we shall eat, and what we
shal |l drink, and wherewi thal we shall be clothed. Eating and drinking
and dressing are carried to such excess that they becone crinmes, and
are one of the marked sins of the last days, and constitute a sign of
Christ's soon com ng. Tine, noney, and strength, which are the Lord's,
that he has intrusted to us, are wasted in needl ess superfluities of
dress, and luxuries for the perverted appetite, which lessen vitality,
and bring suffering and decay. It is inpossible to present to God our
bodies a living sacrifice, when they are full of corruption and disease
by our own sinful indulgence. p. 54, Para. 2, [220T].

Know edge in regard to how we shall eat, and drink, and dress, in
reference to health, nust be gained. Sickness is caused by violating
the I aws of health. Therefore, sickness is the result of nature's
violated law. Qur first duty we owe to God, to ourselves, and our
fellowmen, is to obey the |aws of God, which include the | aws of
health. If we are sick, we inpose a weary tax upon our friends, and
unfit ourselves for discharging our duties to our famlies and to our
nei ghbors. And when premature death is the result of our violation of



nature's law, we bring sorrow and suffering to others. W deprive our
nei ghbors of the help we ought to render themin living. Qur famlies
are robbed of the confort and help we m ght render them and Cod is
robbed of the service he clainms of us to advance his glory. Then, are
we not transgressors of God's law in the worst sense? p. 55, Para. 1,
[ 220T1].

God, all pitiful, gracious, and tender, accepts the poor offering
rendered to himfromthose who have injured their health by sinfu

i ndul gences, and when |ight has cone, and convinced them of sin, and
t hey have repented and sought pardon, God receives them OCh! what
tender mercy that he does not refuse the remmant of the abused life of
the suffering, repenting sinner. In his gracious mercy, he saves these
souls as by fire. But what an inferior, pitiful sacrifice at best, to
offer to a pure and holy God. Noble faculties have been paral yzed by
wrong habits of sinful indulgence. The aspirations are perverted, and
the soul and body defaced. p. 56, Para. 1, [220T1].

The Health Institute. p. 56, Para. 2, [220T1].

The great work of reformnust go forward. The Health Institute has
been established at Battle Creek to relieve the afflicted, to

di sseminate light, to awaken the spirit of inquiry, and to advance
reform This institution is conducted upon different principles than
any other hygienic institution in the land. Money is not the great
object with its friends and conductors. This institution is conducted
froma conscientious, religious standpoint, aimng to carry out the
principles of Bible hygiene. Mdst institutions of the kind are
establ i shed upon different principles, and are conservative, with the
object to neet the popular class half way, and shape their course in
that manner that they will receive the greatest patronage, and the nost
noney. p. 56, Para. 3, [220T].

The Health Institute at Battle Creek is established upon firm
religious principles. Its conductors acknow edge God as the rea
proprietor. Physicians and hel pers | ook to God for guidance, and aimto
nove conscientiously in his fear. For this reason, it stands upon a
sure basis. Wen feeble, suffering invalids learn in regard to the
principles of directors, superintendent, physicians, and hel pers, at
our Institute, that they have the fear of God before them they wll
feel safer there than at the popular institutions. p. 57, Para. 1,
[220rT1].

If those connected with the Health Institute at Battle Creek should
descend fromthe pure, exalted principles of Bible truth, to imtate
the theories and practices of those at the head of other institutions,
where only the diseases of invalids are treated, and that nerely for
noney, the conductors not working froma high, religious standpoint,
God' s special blessing would not rest upon our Institute. This
Institution is designed of God to be one of the greatest aids in
preparing a people to be perfect before God. In order to attain to this
perfection, nmen and wormen nust have physical and nental strength to
appreciate the elevated truths of God's word, and be brought into a
position where they will discern the inperfections in their nora
characters. They should be in earnest to reform that they may have
friendship with God. The religion of Christ is not to be placed in the
background, and its holy principles lain down to neet the approval of



any cl ass, however popular. If the standard of truth and holiness is
| onered, then is the design of God not carried out in our Institution
p. 57, Para. 2, [220Tr].

But our peculiar faith should not be discussed with the patients.
Their m nds should not be unnecessarily excited upon subjects wherein
we differ, unless they thenselves desire it, and then great caution
shoul d be observed, not to agitate the mind by urging upon them our
peculiar faith. The Health Institute is not the place to be forward to
enter into discussion upon points of our faith wherein we differ with
the religious world generally. They have prayer-neetings at the
Institute, where all may take part if they choose, and there is an
abundance to dwell upon in regard to Bible religion, wthout
obj ectionabl e points of difference. The silent influence will do nore
t han open controversy. In exhortation in the prayer-neetings, sone
Sabbat h- keepers have felt they nust bring in the Sabbath, and the third
angel's nessage, or they could not have freedom This is characteristic
of narrow m nds. Patients not acquainted with our faith know not what
is meant by third angel's nessage. The introduction of these terms
wi t hout a clear explanation of themonly does harm W nust neet the
peopl e where they are, and yet we need not sacrifice one principle of
the truth. The prayer-nmeeting will prove a blessing to patients,
hel pers, and physicians. Brief and interesting seasons of prayer and
social worship will increase the confidence of patients in their
physi ci ans and hel pers. The hel pers shoul d not be deprived of these
nmeeti ngs by work, unless positively necessary. They need them and
shoul d enjoy them By thus establishing regular neetings, the patients
gai n confidence in the Institute, and feel nore at home. And thus the
way is prepared for the seed of truth to take root in sone hearts.
These neetings especially interest sone who profess to be Christians,
and nake a favorabl e inpression upon those who do not. Mitua
confidence is increased for one another, and prejudice is weakened, and
in many cases entirely renoved. Then there is an anxiety to attend the
Sabbat h neeting. There, in the house of God, is the place to speak our
denom national sentinents, dwelling with cl earness upon essentia
poi nts of present truth, and with the spirit of Christ, in |ove and
t ender ness, urge home upon all hearts the necessity of obedience to al
the requirenents of God, and let the truth convict hearts. p. 58,
Para. 1, [220T1].

I was shown that a |l arger work could be acconplished if there were
gentl enmen physicians of the right stanmp of mnd, with proper culture,
and t horough understandi ng of every part of the work devolving on a
physi ci an. The physicians should have a | arge stock of patience,
forbearance, kindliness, and pity; for they need these qualifications
in dealing with suffering invalids, diseased in body, and many di seased
both in body and mind. It is not an easy matter to obtain the right
class of men and wonen fitted for the place, who will work
har noni ously, zeal ously, and unselfishly, for the benefit of suffering
invalids. Men are wanted at our Institute who will have the fear of God
before them and who can administer to a sick mnd, and keep prom nent
the health reformfroma religious standpoint. p. 60, Para. 1, [220T].

Those who engage in this work should be consecrated to God, and not
only have the object before themto treat the body nerely to cure

di sease, thus working fromthe popul ar physician's standpoint, but be
spiritual fathers, to adm nister to mnds diseased, and point the sin-



sick soul to the never-failing renedy, the Saviour who died for them
Those who are reduced by di sease are sufferers in nore than one sense.
They can endure bodily pain far better than they can bear nenta
suffering. Many bear a violated conscience, and can be reached only by
the principles of Bible religion. p. 60, Para. 2, [220T].

When the poor, suffering paralytic was brought to the Saviour, the
urgency of the case seened to adnmit of not a nmonent's delay, for

al ready dissolution was doing its work upon the body. Those who bore

hi m upon his bed, when they saw that they could not conme directly into
the presence of Christ, at once tore open the roof, and |l et down the
bed whereon the sick of the palsy lay. Qur Saviour saw and under st ood
his condition perfectly. He also knew that this wetched man had a

si ckness of the soul far nmore aggravating than bodily suffering. He
knew t he greatest burden he had borne for nonths was on account of
sins. The crowd of people were waiting with al nost breathless silence,
to see how Christ would treat this case, apparently so hopel ess. They
were all astonished to hear the words which fell fromhis Iips, "Son,
be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." These were the npst

preci ous words that could fall upon the ear of that sick sufferer, for
t he burden of sin had laid so heavily upon himthat he could not find
the least relief. Christ lifts the burden that so heavily oppressed
him "Be of good cheer," |, your Saviour, canme to forgive sins. How

qui ckly the pallid countenance of the sufferer changes! Hope takes the
pl ace of dark despair, and peace and joy take the place of distressing
doubt and stolid gloom The nind being restored to peace and happi ness,
the suffering body can now be reached. Next conmes fromthe divine |ips,
"Thy sins be forgiven thee, arise, and wal k." Those |ifeless, bloodless
arms, in the effort to obey the will, were quickened, the healthfu
current of blood flowed through the veins, the | eaden color of his
flesh took its place. The linbs, that for |long years had refused to
obey the will, were now quickened to |life, and the heal ed paral ytic
grasps his bed, and wal ks through the crowd to his honme, glorifying
God. p. 61, Para. 1, [220T1].

This case is for our instruction. Physicians who woul d be successfu

in the treatnment of disease, should know how to adninister to a mnd

di seased. They can have a powerful influence for good, if they make God
their trust. Some invalids need first to be relieved of pain before the
m nd can be reached. After this relief to the body has conme, the
physi ci an can frequently the nore successfully appeal to the
conscience, and their hearts will be nore susceptible to the influences
of the truth. There is danger of those connected with the Health
Institute | osing sight of the object of such an institution established
by Sevent h-day Adventist, and they, working fromthe worldling' s

st andpoi nt, patterning after other institutions. p. 62, Para. 1
[220T1].

The object of the Health Institute among us in not for the purpose of
obt ai ni ng nmoney; al though noney is very necessary to carry forward this
Institution successfully. Econony should be exercised by all in the
expenditure of neans, that noney be not used needl essly. But there
shoul d be sufficient means to invest in all necessary conveniences
which will make the work of hel pers, and especially physicians, as easy
as possible. And the directors of the Health Institute should avai
t henmsel ves of every facility which will aid in the successful treatnent
of patients. p. 63, Para. 1, [220T].



Patients should be treated with the greatest synpathy and tenderness.
And yet the physicians should be firm and not allow thenselves, in
their treatnent of the sick, to be dictated by patients. Firmmess, on
the part of the physicians, is necessary for the good of the patients.
But firmmess should be mngled with respectful courtesy. No physician
or hel per should contend with a patient, or use harsh, irritating
words, or even words not the nobst kindly, however provoking the patient
may be. p. 63, Para. 2, [220T].

One of the great objects of our Health Institute is to direct the sin-
sick soul to the great Physician, the true healing fountain, and arouse
their attention to the necessity of reformfroma religious standpoint,
that they no longer violate the |aw of God by sinful indul gences. p.
64, Para. 1, [220T].

If the noral sensibilities of invalids can be aroused, and they see
that they are sinning against their Creator by bringing sickness upon
t henmsel ves, by the indul gences of appetite, and debasi ng passions, when
they |l eave the Health Institute, they will not |eave their principles
behi nd, but take themw th them and be genuine health reforners at
home. If the noral sensibilities are aroused, patients will have a
determination to carry out their convictions of conscience. And if they
see the truth, they will obey it. They will have true, noble
i ndependence to practice the truths to which they assent. If the nind
is at peace with God, the bodily conditions will be nore favorable. p.
64, Para. 2, [220T].

The greatest responsibility rests upon the church at Battle Creek to
live and walk in the light, and preserve their sinplicity and
separation fromthe world, that their influence my tell wth
convi nci ng power upon those who are strangers to the truth who attend
our neetings. If the church at Battle Creek are a lifeless body, filled
with pride, and are exalted above the sinplicity of true godliness,
|l eaning to the world, their influence will be to scatter from Christ,
and nmake the nost solemm and essential truths of the Bible of no force.
This church have opportunities to be benefited with lectures fromthe
physicians of the Health Institute. They can obtain information upon
the great subject of health reformif they desire it. But the church at
Battl e Creek, who nmake great profession of the truth, are far behind
ot her churches who have not been blessed with the advantages they have
had. The neglect of the church to live up to the light which they have
had upon health reformis a discouragenent to the physicians, and to
the friends of the Health Institute. If the church would manifest a
greater interest in the refornms, which God hinself has brought to them
to fit themfor his comng, their influence would be tenfold what it
nowis. p. 64, Para. 3, [220T].

Many who profess to believe the testinonies live in neglect of the
light given. The dress reformis treated by sone with great

i ndi fference, and by others with contenpt, because there is a cross
attached to it. For this cross | thank God. It is just what we need to
di stingui sh and separate God's commandnent - keepi ng people fromthe
worl d. The dress reformanswers to us as did the ribbon of blue to
ancient |Israel. The proud, and those who have no |ove for sacred truth,
which will separate themfromthe world, will show it by their works.
God has in his providence given us the light upon health reform that



we should understand it in all its bearings, follow the Iight it
brings, and by relating ourselves rightly to life, have health, that we
may glorify God and be a blessing to others. p. 65, Para. 1, [220T].

The church generally at Battle Creek have not sustained the Institute
by their exanple. They have not honored the Iight of health reform by
carrying it out in their famlies. The sickness that has attended many
famlies in Battle Creek need not have been, if they had followed the
light God has given them Like ancient |Israel, they have disregarded
the light, and could see no nore necessity of restricting their
appetite than did ancient Israel. The children of Israel would have
fl esh-neats, and said as many now say, We should die w thout nmeat. God
gave rebellious Israel flesh, and his curse with it. Thousands of them
died while the nmeat they desired was between their teeth. W have the
exanpl e of ancient Israel, and the warning for us not to do as they
did. Their history of unbelief and rebellion is left on record as a
speci al warning that we should not follow their exanple of nurnuring at
God's requirenments. How can we pass on so indifferently, choosing our
own course, followi ng the sight of our own eyes, and departing farther
and farther from God as did the Hebrews? God cannot do great things for
hi s peopl e because of their hardness of heart and sinful unbelief. p.
66, Para. 1, [220T1].

God is no respecter of persons, but in every generation they that fear
the Lord and work righteousness are accepted of him and they that are
mur muri ng, unbelieving, and rebellious, will not have his favor and the
bl essi ngs prom sed to those who love the truth and walk in it. Those
who have the light and do not follow it, but disregard the requirenents
of God, will find that their blessings will be changed into a curse,
and their nmercies into judgnments. God would have us learn humlity and
obedi ence as we read the history of ancient Israel, who were his chosen
and peculiar people, but who brought their own destruction by follow ng
their owmn ways. p. 67, Para. 1, [220T1].

The religion of the Bible is not detrinental to health of the body or
of the mind. The influence of the Spirit of God is the very best
nmedi ci ne that can be received by a sick man or worman. Heaven is al
health, and the nore deeply the heavenly influences are realized, the
nore sure will be the recovery of the believing invalid. At sone other
Health Institutes they encourage anusenents, plays, and dancing, to get
up excitenent, but are fearful as to the result of religious interest.
Dr. Jackson's theory in this respect is not only erroneous, but
dangerous. Yet he has talked this in such a manner that patients would
be led, if his instructions were heeded, to think that their recovery
depended upon their having as few thoughts of God and Heaven as
possible. It is true that there are persons with ill-bal anced m nds
who i magi ne thensel ves to be very religious, who inpose thenselves
fasting and prayer, to the injury of their health. These souls suffer
t hensel ves to be deceived. God has not required this of them They have
a pharisaical righteousness, which springs not from Christ, but from
t hensel ves. They trust to their own good works for salvation, and are
seeking to buy Heaven by neritorious works of their own, instead of
relying, as every sinner should, alone upon the nerits of a crucified
and risen Saviour. Christ and true godliness, today and forever, wll
be health to the body and strength to the soul. p. 67, Para. 2,
[220T1].



The cl oud which has rested upon our Health Institute is Iifting, and
t he bl essing of God has attended the efforts to place it upon a right
basis and correct the errors of those who through unfaithful ness
brought great enbarrassnment upon it, and di scouragenent upon its
friends everywhere. p. 68, Para. 1, [220T1].

Those who have assigned to the charitable uses of the Institute the
interest, or dividend, of their stock, have done a noble thing, which

will nmeet its reward. Al those who have not nmade an assi gnnent, who
are able to do so, should, at their first opportunity, assign all, or a
part, as nost of the stockhol ders have done. And as the grow ng

i nterest and usefulness of this institution demands it, all, especially

t hose who have not, should continue to take stock init. p. 68, Para
2, [220r1].

| saw that there was, anbng our people, a |large amobunt of surplus
means, a portion of which should be put into our Health Institute.
al so saw that there are many, anong our people, of the sick and
suffering worthy poor, who have been | ooking toward our Institute for
hel p, and who are not able to pay the regular prices of board,
treatment, &c. The Institute has struggled hard with debts the | ast
three years, and could not treat patients, to any consi derabl e extent,
wi thout full pay. It would please God for all our people, who are able
so to do, to take stock liberally in our Institute, to place it in
condition to help God's hunble, worthy poor. In connection with this |
saw that Christ identified hinmself with suffering humanity, and what we
have the privilege to do, for even the least of his children, whom he
calls his brethren, we do to the Son of God. p. 69, Para. 1, [220T].

"Then shall the King say unto themon his right hand, Conme, ye bl essed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you fromthe foundation

of the world. For | was an hungered, and ye gave ne neat; | was
thirsty, and ye gave nme drink; | was a stranger, and ye took ne in;
naked, and ye clothed nme; | was sick, and ye visited ne; | was in

prison, and ye cane unto ne. Then shall the righteous answer him

sayi ng, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty,
and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or
naked, and cl othed? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and cane
unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them Verily | say
unto you, Inasnmuch as ye have done it unto one of the | east of these ny
brethren, ye have done it unto nme. Then shall he say also unto them on
the left hand, Depart fromnme, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels; for | was an hungered, and ye
gave ne no neat; | was thirsty, and ye gave nme no drink; | was a
stranger, and ye took ne not in; naked, and ye clothed nme not; sick

and in prison, and ye visited ne not. Then shall they al so answer him
sayi ng, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not mnister unto thee? Then
shall he answer them saying, Verily | say unto you, Inasnuch as ye did
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to ne. And these
shall go away into everlasting punishnent; but the righteous into life
eternal." p. 70, Para. 1, [220T].

But to raise the Health Institute fromits |low state in the autum of
1869, to its present prosperous and hopeful condition, has denanded
sacrifices and exertions of which its friends abroad knew but little.
Then it had a debt upon it of $13,000, and there were but eight paying



patients at the Institute. And what was worse still, the course of
former managers had been such as to so far discourage its friends that
they had no heart to furnish neans to lift the debt, or to reconmmend
the sick to patronize the Institute. It was this discouragi ng point
that my husband decided in his mnd that the Institute property nust be
sold to pay the debts, be refunded to stockholders in proportion to the
anount of stock each held. But one norning, in prayer at the famly
altar, the Spirit of God canme upon himas he was praying for divine

gui dance in matters pertaining to the Institute, and he excl ai ned,
whi | e bowed upon his knees, "The Lord will vindicate every word he has

spoken through vision relative to the Health Institute, and it will be
raised fromits |low estate, and prosper gloriously.” p. 71, Para. 1,
[220rT1].

Fromthat point of tine, we took hold of the work in earnest, and have
| abored side by side for the Institute, to counteract the influence of
sel fish nen who had brought enbarrassnent upon it. We have given of our
nmeans, setting an exanple to others. And we have encouraged econony and
i ndustry on the part of all connected with the Institute, and that
physi ci ans and hel pers nust work hard, for small pay, until the
Institute should again be fully established in the confidence of our
peopl e. W have borne a plain testinony agai nst the nmanifestation of
sel fishness in any one connected with the Institute, and have counsel ed
and reproved wongs. We knew that the Health Institute would not
succeed unl ess the blessing of the Lord rested upon it. If his blessing
attended it, the friends of the cause would have confidence that it was
the work of God, and would feel safe to donate means to nmake it a
living enterprise, that it might be able to acconplish the design of
God. p. 72, Para. 1, [220T7].

The physicians and sone of the hel pers went to work earnestly. They
wor ked hard, under great discouragenments. Doctors G nley, Chanberlain,
and Lanson, worked with earnestness and energy for snmall pay, to build
up this sinking Institution. And, thank God, the original debt is
renoved, |arge additions have been nmade to accommodate patients, which
have been paid for. The circul ation of the Health Reforner, which lies
at the very foundation of the success of the Institute, has been
doubl ed, and it has becone a live journal. Confidence is fully restored
in the mnds of nost of our people in the Institute, and there have
been as many patients at the Institute, nearly the year round, as could
wel | be accommpdated, and properly treated by our physicians. p. 72,
Para. 2, [220T1].

It is a matter of deep regret that the first managers of our Institute
shoul d take a course to nearly overwhelmit in debt and di scouragenent.
But the financial |osses which stockhol ders have felt, and have
regretted, have been small in conmparison to the |abor, perplexity, and
care, which nyself and husband have borne wi thout pay, and which
physi ci ans and hel pers have borne for small wages. W have taken stock
in the Institute to the amunt of $1500, which is "assigned," which is
a small consideration conpared with the wear we have suffered in
consequence of forner reckl ess managers. But as the Institute now
stands higher in reputation and patronage than ever before, and as the
property is worth nore than all the nobney that has been invested, and
as former errors have been corrected, those who have |ost their
confi dence have no excuse for cherishing feelings of prejudice. And if
they still manifest a lack of interest it will be because they choose



to cherish prejudice rather than to be |led by reason. p. 73, Para. 1
[220T1].

In the providence of God, Bro. Abbey has given his interest and
energies to the Health Institute. Bro. Abbey has had an unselfish
i nterest, and has not spared or favored hinself, to advance the
interests of the Institute. If Bro. Abbey depends on God, and nmakes him
his strength and counsel or, he can be a blessing to physicians,
hel pers, and patients. He has |inked his interest to everything
connected with the Institute. Bro. Abbey has been a blessing to others,
in cheerfully bearing the burdens which were not few nor |ight. He has
bl essed others, and these blessings will reflect back upon himagain
p. 74, Para. 1, [220T].

But Bro. Abbey is in danger of taking upon hinmself burdens which
ot hers can and shoul d bear. He should not wear hinself out in doing
those things which others, whose tine is | ess valuable, can do. He
shoul d act as a director and superintendent. He should preserve his
strength, that with his experienced judgnment he can direct others what
to do. This is necessary in order for himto maintain a position of
influence in the Institute. H's experience in managing with wi sdom and
econony is valuable. He is in danger of separating his interest too
much fromhis famly, and becom ng too nuch absorbed in the Health
Institute, and of taking too many burdens upon him as ny husband has
done. My husband's interest for the Health Institute, Publishing
Associ ation, and the cause generally, was so great that he broke down,
and has been conpelled to retire fromthe work for a tinme, when, had he
done less for these institutions, and divided his interest with his
fam |y, he would not have had a constant strain in one direction, and
woul d have preserved his strength to continue his |abors uninterrupted.
Bro. Abbey is the man for the place. But he should not do as ny husband
has done, even if matters are not in as prosperous condition as if he
devoted his entire energies to them God does not require nmy husband,
or Bro. Abbey, to deprive thenselves of social fam |y enjoynent, and
di vorce thensel ves from home and famlies, for the interest even of
these inmportant Institutions. p. 74, Para. 2, [220T].

During the past three or four years, several have had an interest for
the Health Institute, and made efforts to place it in a better
condi tion. But sone have | acked di scernment and practical experience.
As long as Bro. Abbey acts an unselfish part, and clings to God, he
will be his helper, and his counsel or. The physicians of the Health
Institute should not feel conpelled to do work that hel pers can do.
They shoul d not serve in the bath room and novenent room expending
their vitality in doing what others m ght do. There should be no | ack
of helpers to nurse the sick, and to watch with the feeble ones who
need watchers. The physicians should reserve their strength for the
successful performance of their professional duties. They should tel
others what to do. If there is a want of those whomthey can trust to
do these things, suitable persons should be enployed, and properly

i nstructed, and suitably remunerated for their services. p. 75, Para.
1, [220r1].

None shoul d be enpl oyed as | aborers only those who will work

unsel fishly in the interest of the Institute, and such should be wel
paid for their services. There should be sufficient force, especially
during the sickly season of sunmer, that none need to overwork. The



Health Institute has overcome its enbarrassnents, and physicians and
hel pers shoul d not be conpelled to | abor as hard, and suffer such
privations, as when it was wadi ng so heavily in consequence of

unfai thful nmen, who managed it alnost into the ground. p. 76, Para. 1,
[220rT1].

I was shown that the physicians at our Institute should be nen and
wonen of faith and spirituality. They should nmake God their trust.
There are many who conme to the Institute who have, by their own sinful
i ndul gence, brought upon thensel ves di sease of al nbst every type. This
cl ass do not deserve the synpathy that they frequently require. And it
is painful to the physicians to devote tinme and strength over this
cl ass, who are debased physically, nentally, and norally. But there is
a class who have, through ignorance, lived in violation of nature's
| aws. They have worked intenperately, and have eaten intenperately,
because it was the customso to do. Sone have suffered many things,
from many physicians; but have not been made better, but decidedly
worse. At length they are torn from busi ness, from society, and their
fam lies, and as their last resort, cone to the Health Institute with
some faint hope that they may find relief. This class need synpathy.
They shoul d be treated with the greatest tenderness, and care should be
taken to make clear to their understanding the |aws of their being,
that they may govern thensel ves, and avoid violating them and thereby
avoi d suffering and di sease, which is the penalty of nature's violated
law. p. 76, Para. 2, [220T].

Dr. Gnley is not the best adapted for a position as physician at the
Institute. He sees nen and wonen ruined in constitution, who are feeble
in mental, and weak in noral, power, and he thinks it time lost to
treat such cases. This may be in many cases. But he shoul d not becone
di scouraged and di sgusted with sick and suffering patients. He should
not |l ose his pity, his synpathy, and patience, and feel that his life
is poorly enployed in being interested in those cases who can never
appreciate the | abor they receive, and who will not use their strength,
if they regain it, to bless society, but will pursue the sane course of
self-gratification, if they regain health, that they did in | osing
health. Dr. G nley should not becone weary, or discouraged. He should
renmenber Christ, who cane in direct contact with suffering humanity.

Al t hough, in many cases, the afflicted brought disease upon thenselves
by their sinful course in violating natural |aw, Jesus pitied their
weakness, and when they cane to himw th disease the npst | oathsone he
did not stand al oof for fear of contamination; he touched them and
bade di sease give back. p. 77, Para. 1, [220T].

"And as he entered into a certain village, there net himten nmen that
were |epers, which stood afar off. And they lifted up their voices, and
sai d, Jesus, Master, have nmercy on us. And when he saw them he said
unto them Go, show yourselves unto the priests. And it canme to pass,
that as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them when he saw
that he was heal ed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God,
and fell down on his face at his feet, giving himthanks; and he was a
Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cl eansed? but
where are the nine? There are not found, that returned to give glory to
God, save this stranger. And he said unto him Arise, and go thy way;
thy faith hath made thee whole." Here is a lesson for us all. These
| epers were so far corrupted by di sease that they had been restricted
fromsociety |lest they should contam nate others. Their limts had been



prescribed by the authorities. Jesus cane within their sight, and they
in their great suffering cry unto himwho al one had power to relieve
them Jesus bade them show thenselves to the priests. They had faith to
start on their way, believing in the power of Christ to heal them As
they go on their way, they realize that the horrible disease has |eft
them But only one feels gratitude, and his deep i ndebtedness to Chri st
for this great work wrought for him He returned, praising God on the
way, and in the greatest huniliation falls at the feet of Christ,
acknow edgi ng wi th thankful ness the work wought for him And this man
was a stranger. The other nine were Jews. p. 78, Para. 1, [220T].

For the sake of this one man, who would make a right use of the

bl essing of health, Jesus healed the whole ten. The nine passed on
wi t hout appreciating the work done, and rendered no grateful thanks to
Jesus for doing the work. p. 79, Para. 1, [220T1].

Thus wi Il the physicians of the Health Institute have their |abor and
efforts treated. But if, in their labor to help suffering humanity, one
out of twenty makes a right use of the benefits received, and
appreciates the efforts in his behalf, the physicians should fee

satisfied and grateful. If one life is saved in ten, and one soul saved
in the kingdom of God in one hundred, all connected with the Institute
will be anply repaid for all their efforts. Al their anxiety and care

not wholly lost. If the King of glory, the Majesty of Heaven, worked
for suffering humanity, and so few appreciated his divine aid, the
physi ci ans and hel pers at the Institute should blush to conplain if
their feeble efforts are not appreciated by all, and seemto be thrown
away on sone. p. 80, Para. 1, [220T].

I was shown that the nine who did not return to give God glory,
correctly represent sonme Sabbat h- keepers who cone as patients to the
Health Institute. The receive nmuch attention, and should realize the
anxi ety and di scouragenents of the physicians, and should be the |ast
to cause them unnecessary care and burdens. Yet | regret to say that,
frequently, the nost difficult patients to nanage at the Health
Institute are those of our faith. They are the ones who are nore free
to make conpl aints than any other class. Worldlings, and professed
Christians of other denoninations, appreciate the efforts made for
their recovery nore than many Sabbat h- keepers do. And when they return
to their hones, they exert an influence nore in favor of the Health
Institute than Sabbat h- keepers. And sonme of these cases who are so free
to question, and conplain of the nmanagenent at the Health Institute,
are those who have been treated at reduced prices. This has been very
di scouragi ng to physicians and hel pers, but they should renenber
Christ, their great Pattern, and should not beconme weary in well doing.
If one anpbng a | arge nunber is grateful and exerts a right influence,
they should thank God and take courage. That one may be a stranger, and
the inquiry may arise, Where are the nine? Wiy do not all Sabbath-
keepers give their interest and support in favor of the Health
Institute? Some Sabbat h- keepers, while receiving attention at the
Health Institute, for which the Institute receives no pay, have so
little interest that they will speak disparagingly to patients of the
means enpl oyed for the recovery of the sick. | wi sh such to consider
their course. The Lord regards them as the nine | epers who returned not
to give God glory. Strangers do their duty, and appreciate the efforts
made for the recovery of health; while they cast an influence against
t hose who have tried to do them good. p. 80, Para. 2, [220T].



Dr. G nley needs to cultivate courteousness and ki ndness, |est he
shall injure the feelings of patients unnecessarily. He is frank and
open-hearted, conscientious, sincere and ardent. He has a good
under st andi ng of di sease, but he should have a nore thorough know edge
of howto treat the sick than he already has. Wth this know edge he
needs self-culture, refinenent of manners, and to be nore select in his
words and illustrations in his parlor talks. p. 82, Para. 1, [220T].

Dr. Gnley is highly sensitive, and naturally of a quick, inmpulsive
tenper. He noves too nmuch upon the spur of the moment. He has nmde
efforts to correct his hasty spirit, and overcome his deficiencies, but
he has a still greater effort to nmake. If he sees things noving wong,
he is in too great haste to tell the ones in error what he thinks, and
he does not al ways use the nobst appropriate words for the occasion. He
of fends patients sonetines, so that they hate him and they |eave the
Institute with hard feelings, to the detrinent both to thensel ves and
to the Institute. It seldom does any good to talk in a censuring manner
to patients who are di seased in body and nmind. But few who have noved
in the society of the world, and view things froma worldling s
standpoi nt, are prepared even to have a statenent of facts in regard to
t hensel ves presented before them The truth even is not to be spoken at
all tinmes. There is a fit tine and opportunity to speak, when words
wi |l not offend. The physicians should not be overworked, and their
nervous systens prostrated, for this condition of body will not be
favorabl e to cal mninds, steady nerves, and a cheerful, happy spirit.
Dr. G nley has been confined too steadily to the Institute. He should
have had change. He should go out of Battle Creek occasionally, and
rest and visit, not always making professional visits, but visits where
he can be free, and where his mnd will not be anxious about the sick
p. 82, Para. 2, [220T].

This privilege of getting away fromthe Health Institute should
occasionally be accorded to all the physicians, especially those who
take care, burdens, and responsibilities, upon them If there is a
scarcity of help, that this cannot be done, nore help should be
secured. It is a thing to be dreaded, to have physicians overworked,
and disqualified for their profession. Its influence is against the
interests of the Health Institute. This should be prevented if
possi bl e. The physicians should keep well. They must not get sick by
overl abor, or by any inprudence on their part. p. 83, Para. 1, [220T1].

I was shown that Dr. Gnley is too easily discouraged. There will ever
by things arising to annoy, perplex, and try the patience of physicians
and hel pers. They nust be prepared for this, and not becone excited or
unbal anced. They nust be cal m and ki nd, whatever may occur. They are

exerting an influence which will be reflected by the patients in other
States, and which will be reflected back again upon the Health
Institute for good or for evil. They should ever consider that they are

dealing with men and wonen of di seased m nds, who frequently view
things in a perverted light, and yet are confident that they understand
matters perfectly. Physicians should understand that a soft answer
turneth away wath. Policy nmust be used in an institution where the
sick are treated, in order to successfully control diseased m nds, and
benefit the sick. If physicians can remain calmanmd a tenpest of

i nconsi derate, passionate words; if they can rule their own spirits
when provoked and abused; they are indeed conquerors. "He that ruleth



his own spirit, is greater than he that taketh a city." To subdue self,
and bring the passions under the control of the will, is the greatest
conquest nmen and wonen can gain. p. 83, Para. 2, [220T1].

Dr. Gnley is not blind to his peculiar tenperanent. He sees his
failings, and when he feels the pressure upon him he is disposed to
beat a retreat, and turn his back upon the battle-field. But he wll
gain nothing by pursuing this course. He is situated where his
surroundi ngs and the pressure of circunstances are devel oping the
strong points in his character, which need the rough edges renoved, and
he to be refined and el evated. For his to flee fromthe contest, wll
not remove the defects in his character. If Dr. Gnley should run away
fromthe Health Institute, he does not, in so doing, renmove or overcome
the defects in his character. He has a work before him to overcone the
defects in his character, if he would be anong the nunber before the
throne of God, without fault, who have cone up through great
tribulation, having washed their robes of character, and nmade them
white in the blood of the Lanb. The provi sions have been made for us to
wash. The fountain has been prepared by infinite expense, and the
burden of washing rests upon us who are inperfect before God. The Lord
does not propose to renove these spots of defilement w thout our doing
anything on our part. W nust wash our robes in the blood of the Lanb.
W may lay hold of the nerits of the blood of Christ by faith, and
through his grace and power we may have strength to overcone our
errors, our sins, our inperfections of character, and conme off
vi ctorious, having washed our robes in the blood of the Lanb. p. 84,
Para. 1, [220T1].

Dr. Gnley should seek to add daily to his stock of know edge, and
cultivate courteousness and refinenent of manners. He is too apt to
conme down to a low level in his parlor tal ks, which do not have an
i nfluence to el evate. He should bear in mnd that he is with those of
all classes of mnds, and the inpressions he gives will be extended to
other States, and will be reflected back upon the Institute. To dea
with men and wonen, whose m nds are diseased as well as their bodies,
is a nice work. Great wisdomis needed by physicians at the Health
Institute, in order to cure the body through the mind. The power that
the m nd has over the body, but few realize. A great deal of the
si ckness which afflicts humanity has its origin in the mnd, and can
only be cured by restoring the mind to health. There are very nany nore
mental ly sick than we imagi ne. Heart sickness nakes many dyspeptics,
for nental trouble has a paralyzing influence upon the digestive
organs. p. 85, Para. 1, [220T].

In order to reach this class of patients, the physician nust have
di scernnent, patience, kindness, and |love. A sore, sick heart, a
di scouraged m nd, needs nmild treatment, and it is through tender
synpathy that this class of mnds can be heal ed. The physicians shoul d
first gain their confidence, and then point themto the all-healing
Physician. If their mnds can be directed to the Burden-bearer, and
they can have faith that he will have an interest in them the cure of
t hese di seased bodies and mnds will be sure. p. 86, Para. 1, [220T].

Ot her health institutions are |ooking with a jeal ous eye upon the
Health Institute at Battle Creek. They work froma worldling' s
st andpoi nt, while the managers of the Health Institute work froma
religious standpoint, acknow edging God as their proprietor. They do



not | abor selfishly for means alone; but for humanity's sake, and for
Christ's sake. The managers of our Health Institute are seeking to
benefit suffering humanity, to heal the diseased m nd, as well as the
suffering body, by directing invalids to Christ, the sinner's friend.
They do not |eave religion out of the question, but make God their
trust and dependence. The sick are directed to Jesus. After the
physi ci ans have done what they can in behalf of the sick, they ask God
to work with their efforts, and restore the suffering invalids to
health. This he has done in sone cases in answer to the prayer of
faith. And this he will continue to do, if they are faithful, and put
their trust in him The Health Institute will be a success; for God
sustains it. And if his blessing attends the Institute it will prosper
and be the neans of doing a great anobunt of good. OQther institutions
are aware that a high standard of noral and religious influence exists
at our Institute. And they see that its conductors are not actuated by
selfish, worldly principles, and they are jealous in regard to its
commandi ng and | eadi ng i nfluence. p. 87, Para. 1, [220T1].

Danger of Applause. p. 88, Para. 1, [220T].

I have been shown that great caution should be used, even when it is
necessary to lift a burden of oppression from nmen and wonen, |est they
lean to their own wisdom and fail to nake God their only dependence.
But it is not safe to speak in praise of nmen and wonen, or to exalt the
ability of a mnister of Christ. Very many in the day of God will be
wei ghed in the bal ance and found wanti ng because of exaltation. | would
warn nmy brethren and sisters never to flatter persons because of their
ability; for they cannot bear it. Self is easily exalted, and in
consequence, persons |lose their balance. | say again to ny brethren and
sisters, If you would have your souls clean fromthe blood of all nen,
never flatter, never praise the efforts of poor nortals; for it may
prove their ruin. It is unsafe, by our words and actions, to exalt a
brother or sister, however apparently hunble may be their deportment.

If they really possess the neek and lowy spirit which God so highly
estimates, help themto retain it. This will not be done by censuring
them or by your neglect to properly appreciate their true worth. Very
few can bear praise without being injured. p. 88, Para. 2, [220T].

There are sone of our mnisters of ability, who are preaching present
truth, who | ove approbation. Applause stinulates them as the glass of
wine the inebriate. Place these mnisters where they have a snal
congregati on which prom se no special excitenent, and which provokes no

deci ded opposition, and they will | ose their interest and zeal, and
appear as languid in the work as the inebriate when he is deprived of
his dram These nmen will fail to nmeke real, practical |aborers unti

they learn to | abor without the excitenment of applause. p. 89, Para.
1, [220T1].

Duty of Mnisters. p. 89, Para. 2, [220T1].

Brn. ---- and ---- failed in sonme respects in their managenent in
church matters at Battle Creek. They noved too nuch in their own
spirit, and did not nake God their whol e dependence. They did not, as
they should, lead the church to God, the fountain of living waters, at
whi ch they could supply their want, and satisfy their soul -hunger. The
renewi ng, sanctifying influence of the Holy spirit, to give peace and
hope to the troubl ed consci ence, and restore health and happi ness to



the soul, was not nade of the highest inportance. The good object they
had in view was not attained. These brethren had too nuch of a spirit
of cold criticismin the exam nation of individuals who presented
thensel ves to be received into the church. The spirit of weeping with
those who weep, and rejoicing with those who rejoice, was not in the
hearts of these ministering brethren as it should have been. p. 89,
Para. 3, [220T1].

Christ identified hinself with the necessities of his people. Their
needs and their sufferings were his. He says, "l was an hungered, and
ye gave ne neat; | was thirsty, and ye gave ne to drink; | was sick
and ye visited me; a stranger, and ye took ne in; naked, and ye cl ot hed
me; | was in prison, and ye canme unto ne." God's servants should have
hearts of tender affection and sincere love for the foll owers of
Christ. They should mani fest that deep interest that Christ brings to
view in the care of the shepherd for the | ost sheep; all tenderness,
and conpassi on, and gentl eness, and love, as Christ has in his life
gi ven us an exanple, that we should exercise the sane tender, pitying
| ove he has exercised toward us. p. 90, Para. 1, [220T].

The great noral powers of the soul are faith, hope, and love. If these
are inactive, the labor of mnisters, be they ever so earnest and

zeal ous, will not be accepted of God, and cannot be productive of good

to the church. Mnisters of Christ who bear the sol etm nessage from God
to the people should ever deal justly, love nmercy, and wal k hunbly

before God. The spirit of Christ in the heart will incline every power
of the soul to nourish and protect the sheep of his pasture, like a
faithful, true shepherd. Love is the golden chain which binds believing
hearts to one another in willing bonds of friendship, tenderness, and

fai thful constancy; and binds the soul to God. There is a decided | ack
of love, conpassion, and pitying tenderness anong brethren. The
mnisters of Christ are too cold and heartless. They have not their
hearts all aglow with tender conpassion and earnest |ove. The purest
and nost el evated devotion to God is that which is manifested in the
nost earnest desire and efforts to win souls to Christ. The reason

m ni sters who preach present truth are not nore successful is, they are
deficient, greatly deficient, in faith, hope, and love. There are toils
and conflicts, self-denials and secret heart-trials, for us all to neet
and bear. There will be tears and sorrow for our sins. There will be
constant struggles and watchings, mngled with renorse and shane,
because of our deficiencies. p. 91, Para. 1, [220T].

Let not the ministers of the cross of our dear Saviour forget their
experience in these things, but ever bear in mnd they are but nen,
liable to err, of like passions with their brethren; and if they help
their brethren, they nust be persevering in their efforts to do them
good, having their hearts filled with pity and | ove. They nust come to
the hearts of their brethren, and help them where they are weak and
need hel p the nost. Those who | abor in word and doctrine shoul d break
their own hard, proud, unbelieving hearts, if they would w tness the
same in their brethren. Christ has done all for us because we were
hel pl ess, bound in chains of darkness, sin, and despair, and because we
could do nothing for ourselves. It is through the exercise of faith,
hope, and | ove, that we cone nearer and nearer to the standard of
perfect holiness. Qur brethren feel the same pitying need of help that
we have felt. We should not burden them w th unnecessary censure, but
et the love of Christ constrain us to be very conpassi onate and



tender, that we can weep over the erring and those who have backsli dden
from God. The soul is of infinite value. The worth of the soul can be
estimated only by the price paid to ransomit. Calvary! Calvary!

Cal vary! Calvary! will explain the true value of the soul. p. 92,

Para. 1, [220r1].

The Sabbath School. p. 93, Para. 1, [220T1].

Vital godliness is a principle to be cultivated. The power of God can
acconplish for us that which all the systenms in the world cannot
effect. The perfection of Christian character depends wholly upon the
grace and strength found alone in God. Wthout the power of grace upon
the heart, assisting our efforts, and sanctifying our |abors, we shal
fail of saving our own souls, and in saving the souls of others. System
and order are highly essential, but none should receive the inpression
that these will do the work without the grace and power of God
operating upon the nmind and heart. Heart and flesh would fail in the
round of cerenonies, and in the carrying out of our plans, wthout the
power of God to inspire and give courage to perform p. 93, Para. 2,
[220T1].

The Sabbat h-school at Battle Creek was made the one great theme of
interest with Bro. Bell. It absorbed the m nds of youth, while other
religious duties were neglected. Frequently, after the Sabbath-schoo
was cl osed, the superintendent, a nunber of the teachers, and quite a
nunber of scholars, would return home to rest. They felt that their
burden for the day was ended, and they had no further duty. Wen the
bel | sounded forth the hour for public service, as the people |eft
their homes for the house of worship, they would nmeet a large portion
of the school passing to their homes. And however inportant the
meeting, the interest of a |large share of the Sabbat h-school coul d not
be awakened to take any pleasure in the instruction given by the
m ni ster upon inportant Bible subjects. Wiile many of the children did
not attend public service, sonme that renmi ned were not advantaged by
the word spoken; for they felt that it was a wearisone tax. p. 93,
Para. 3, [220T1].

There shoul d be discipline and order in our Sabbath-schools. Children
who attend these schools should prize the privileges they enjoy. They
shoul d be required to observe the regul ati ons of the Sabbat h-school
And even greater care should be taken by the parents, that their
children shoul d have their Scripture | essons |earned nore perfectly
than their lessons in the common schools. |f parent and children see
not necessity for this interest, then the children m ght better remain
at hone; for the Sabbath-school will fail to prove a blessing to them
Parents and children should work in harnony with teachers and
superi ntendent, thus giving evidence that they appreciate the | abor put
forth for them Parents should have an especial interest in the
religious education of their children, that they nay have a nore
t hor ough knowl edge of the Scriptures. p. 94, Para. 1, [220T].

There are many children who plead a |lack of tinme as a reason why their
Sabbat h-school |essons are not |earned. There are but few who cannot
find time to learn their lessons if they have an interest in them Sone
devote tine to anmusenent and sight-seeing, while others devote tinme to
the needless triming of their dress for display, thus cultivating
pride and vanity. The precious hours thus prodigally spent is God's



time, for which they nust render an account to him The hours spent in
needl ess ornanentation, or in anusements and idle conversation, wll
with every work be brought into judgnment. p. 95, Para. 1, [220T].

Laborers in the Office. p. 95, Para. 2, [220T1].

Those in the Ofice who have professed to believe the truth should
show the power of the truth in their lives, and prove that they are
wor ki ng onward and upward fromthe basis of principle. They should be
mol ding their lives and characters after the perfect Mdel. If al
could look with a discerning eye into the trenendous realities of
eternity, what a horror of condemation would seize sone in the Ofice,
who now pass on with seenming indifference, although separated from
eternal scenes by a very snmall space. Many warni ngs have been given,
and urged home with intense feeling and earnest prayers, every one of
which is faithfully registered in Heaven, to bal ance the account of
each in the day of final investigation. The unwearying | ove of Christ
has followed those engaged in his work in the Ofice. God has foll owed
those connected with the Office with blessings and entreaties, yet
hating the sins and unfaithfulness that cling to them as the | eprosy.
The deep and solem truths that those in the Ofice have had the
privilege of listening to, should take hold upon their synpathies and
|l ead themto a high appreciation of the |ight God has given them |If
they will walk in the light, it will beautify and ennoble their lives
wi th Heaven's own adornnent, purity and true goodness. p. 95, Para. 3,
[220T1].

A way is opened before every one in the Ofice to engage fromthe
heart directly in the work of Christ and the salvation of souls. Christ
| eft Heaven and the bosom of his Father, to cone to a friendless, |ost
world to save those who woul d be saved. He exiled hinself fromhis
Fat her, and he exchanged the pure conpani onship of angels for that of
fallen humanity, all polluted with sin. Wth grief and amazenent,

Christ witnesses the coldness, the indifference and neglect, with which
his professed followers in the Ofice treat the Iight, and the nessages
of warning and of |ove he has given them Christ has provided the bread
and water of life for all who hunger and thirst. p. 96, Para. 1
[220T1].

The Lord requires all in the Ofice to |abor from high notives. Chri st
has, in his life, given them exanples. Al should | abor with interest,
devotion, and faith, for the salvation of souls. If every one in the
Office will labor with unselfish purposes, discerning the sacredness of
the work, the blessing of God will rest upon them If all had
cheerfully and gladly taken up their several burdens, the wear and
perplexity would not have cone so heavily upon nmy husband. How few
earnest prayers have been sent up to God in faith for those who were
not fully in the truth who worked in the Ofice. Who has felt the worth
of the soul for whom Christ died? Who have been | aborers in the
vineyard of the Lord? | saw that angels were grieved with the trifling
frivolities of the professed followers of Christ in that Ofice, who
were handling sacred things. Sone have no nore sense of the sacredness
of the work than if they were engaged in commn |abor. God now calls
for the fruitless cunberers of the ground to consecrate thenselves to
him and center their affections and hopes in him p. 97, Para. 1
[220T1].



The Lord woul d have all connected with that O fice care-takers and
burden-bearers. |If they are pleasure-seekers, if they do not practice
self-denial, they are not fit for a place in the Ofice. p. 98, Para.
1, [220r1].

The workers at the Ofice should feel when they enter it that it is a
sacred place where the work of God is being done in the publication of
truth which will decide the destiny of souls. This is not felt or
realized as it should be. There is conversation in the type-setting
department, which diverts the mind fromthe work. The Ofice is no
pl ace for visiting, for a courting spirit, or for anmusenent, or
sel fishness. All should feel that they are doing work for God. He who
sifts all notives and reads all hearts is proving, and trying, and
sifting, his people, especially those who have |ight and know edge, and
who are engaged in his sacred work. God is a searcher of hearts, and a
trier of the reins, and will accept nothing |less than entire devotion
to the work, and consecration to hinself. Al should have a spirit in
that Office to take up their daily duties as if in the presence of Cod.
They shoul d not be satisfied nerely with doing just enough to pass
al ong, and receive their wages; but all should work in any place where
they can help the nost. In Bro. Wiite's absence, there are sone
faithful ones; there are others who are eye-servants. If all in the
Office who profess to be followers of Christ had been faithful in the
performance of duty in the Ofice, there would be a great change for
the better. Young nen and young wonen have been too nuch engrossed in
each other's society, talking, jesting, and joking, and angels of God
have been driven fromthe Office. p. 98, Para. 2, [220T].

Mar cus Lichtenstein was a God-fearing youth; but he saw so little true
religious principle in those working in the Office, and in the church
that he was perpl exed, distressed, and di sgusted. He stunbl ed over the
| ack of conscientiousness in sone in keeping the Sabbath of the Lord,
yet professing to be conmmandnent - keepers. Marcus had an exalted regard
for the work in the Ofice; but the vanity, the trifling, and the |ack
of principle, stunbled him God had raised up Marcus, and in his
provi dence connected himwith his work in the Office. But there is so
little known of the mind and will of God by sonme who work in the Ofice
that they | ooked upon this great work of the conversion of Marcus from
Judai sm as of no great inportance. Marcus's worth was not appreci ated.
He was frequently pained with the deportnent of ----, and of others in
the O fice, and when he attenpted to reprove them his words were
received with contenpt, that he should venture to instruct them His
defective | anguage was an occasion of jest and anmusenment with sone. p.
99, Para. 1, [220T].

Marcus felt deeply over the case of help him Marcus never woul d have
left that Office if the young nen had been true to their profession. If
Mar cus makes shipweck of faith, his blood will surely be found in the
skirts of the young who profess Christ, but who, in their works, in
their words, and deportnment, state plainly that they are not of Christ,
but of the world. This deplorable state of neglect, of indifference,
and unfaithful ness, nust cease. A thorough and pernmanent change nust
take place in the Ofice, or those who have had so much |ight and so
great privileges should be disnissed, and others take their place, even
if they be unbelievers. It is a fearful thing to be self-deceived. Said
t he angel, pointing to these in the Ofice, "Except your righteousness
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no



case enter into the kingdom of Heaven." A profession is not enough
There nmust be a work inwought in the soul, and carried out in the
life. p. 100, Para. 1, [220T].

The |l ove of Christ reaches to the very depths of earthly misery and
woe, or it would not neet the case of the veriest sinner. It also
reaches to the throne of the eternal, or man could not be lifted from
hi s degraded condition, and our necessities would not be net, our
desires would be unsatisfied. p. 101, Para. 1, [220T].

Christ has led the way fromearth to Heaven. He forns the connecting
link between the two worlds. He brings the |ove and condescensi on of
God to man, and brings man up through his nerits to neet the
reconciliation of God. Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. It
is hard work to follow on, step by step, painfully and slowy, onward
and upward, the path of purity and holiness. But Christ made anple
provision to inmpart new vigor to every advance step, and new and divine
strength is inparted at every step in the divine life. This is the
knowl edge and experience that the hands in the Ofice all want, and
must have, or they daily bring reproach upon the cause of Christ. p.
101, Para. 2, [220T1].

Bro. ---- is making a mistake in his life. He puts too high an
estimate upon hinself. He has not commenced to build right to nake a
success of life. He is building at the top, but the foundation is not
laid right. The foundation nmust be |aid under ground, and then the
bui l ding can go up. He needs discipline and experience in the every-day
duties of life, which the sciences will not give, or all his education
wi Il not give himphysical exercise to become inured to the hardships
of life. p. 101, Para. 3, [220T7].

From what has been shown nme, there should be a careful selection of
help in that Ofice. The young, and untried, and unconsecrated, should
not be place there; for they are exposed to tenptations, and have not
fixed characters. Those who have formed characters, and have fixed
principles, and the truth of God in the heart, will not be a constant
source of anxiety and care, but rather hel ps and bl essings. And the
O fice of publication is anply able to make arrangenents to secure good
hel pers, who have ability and principle. And the church in their turn
shoul d not seek to advantage thensel ves one penny fromthose who cone
to the Office to labor and learn their trade. There are positions where
some can earn nore wages than those at the O fice, but they can never
find a position nore inportant, nore honorable, or exalted, than the
work of God in the Ofice. Those who | abor faithfully and unselfishly
will be rewarded. For themthere is a crown of glory prepared, conpared
with which, all earthly honors and pleasures are as the small dust of
t he bal ance. Especially will those be bl essed who have been faithful to
God in watching over the spiritual welfare of others in the Ofice.
Pecuni ary and tenporal interests, in conmparison with this, sink into
i nsignificance. In one scale is gold dust, in the other a human soul of
such val ue that honor, riches, and glory, have been sacrificed by the
Son of God to ransomit fromthe bondage of sin and hopel ess despair
The soul is of infinite value, and demands the npbst attention. Every
man who fears God in that O fice should put away childish and vain
things, and stand erect, with true noral courage, in the dignity of his
manhood, shunning low fanmliarity, yet binding heart to heart in the
bond of Christian interest and |ove. Hearts yearn for synpathy and



| ove, and are as nuch refreshed and strengthened by themas flowers are
by showers and sunshine. p. 102, Para. 1, [220T].

The Bible should be read every day. Alife of religion and devotion to
God is the best shield for the young who are exposed to tenptation in
their associations in acquiring an education. The word of God will give
the correct standard of right and wong, and of nmoral principle. Fixed
principles of truth are the only safeguard for youth. Strong purposes

and a resolute will close nmany an open door to tenptation, and to

i nfl uences unfavorable to the nmai ntenance of Christian character. A
weak, irresolute spirit, indulged in boyhood and youth, will nmake a
life of constant struggle, and of toil, because decision and firm
principle are wanting. Such will ever be trameled in nmaking a success
of life inthis world, and they will be in danger of losing the better
life. It will be safe to be earnest for the right. The first

consi deration should be to honor God, and second, faithful to humanity,
perform ng the duties which each day brings, nmeeting its trials and
bearing its burdens with firmess and a resolute heart. Earnest and
untiring wholly in God, will help in every energency, and qualify for a
useful life in this world, and give a fitness for the immortal life.

p. 103, Para. 1, [220T1].

Love and Duty. p. 104, Para. 1, [220T].

Love has a twin sister, which is duty. Love and duty stand side by

side. Love exercised while duty is neglected will make children
headstrong, willful, perverse, selfish, and disobedient. If stern duty
is left to stand alone without love to soften and win, it will have a

simlar result. Duty and | ove must be blended in order that children
may be properly disciplined. p. 104, Para. 2, [220T].

Anciently, directions were given to the priest, "And they shall teach
ny people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause them
to discern between the unclean and the clean. And in controversy they

shall stand in judgnment, and they shall judge it according to ny
judgments."” "When | say unto the wi cked, O wicked man, thou shalt
surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the w cked from his way,

that wi cked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will | require

at thy hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn
fromit; if he do not turn fromhis way, he shall die in his iniquity;
but thou has delivered thy soul." p. 104, Para. 3, [220T].

Here is the duty of God's servants nmmde plain. They cannot be excused
fromthe faithful discharge of their duty to reprove sins and wongs in
the people of God, although it may be a disagreeable task, and may not
be received by the one who is at fault. But in npst cases the one
reproved woul d accept the warning and woul d heed reproof were it not
that others stand in their way. They cone in as synpathizers, and pity
the one reproved, and feel that they must stand in his defense. They do
not see that God is displeased with the wong-doer because his cause
has been wounded, and his nane reproached. Souls have been turned aside
fromthe truth and have nmade shi pwreck of faith as the result of the
wrong course pursued by the one in fault; but the servant of God whose
di scernnent is clouded, and his judgnment swayed by wrong influences,
woul d as soon take his position with the of fender whose influence has
done much harm as with the reprover of wong and of sin, and in thus
doing he virtually says to the sinner, Do not be troubled, do not be



cast down; you are about right after all. These say to the sinner, "It
shall be well with thee.” p. 105, Para. 1, [220T].

God requires his servants to walk in the |light, and not cover their
eyes that they may not discern the working of Satan. They shoul d be
prepared to warn and reprove those who are in danger through his
subtlety. Satan is working to obtain vantage ground on the right hand
and on the left. He rests not. He is persevering. He is vigilant and
crafty to take advantage of every circunstance and turn it to his
account in his warfare against the truth and the interests of the
ki ngdom of God. It is, | saw, a |anentable fact, that God's servants
are not half awake, as they should be, to the wiles of Satan. And in
the place of resisting the devil that he nay flee fromthem many are
inclined to make a conpronmi se with the powers of darkness. p. 106,
Para. 1, [220T1].

The Battle Creek Church: p. 107, Para. 1, [220T1].

There are serious objections to having the school |ocated at Battle
Creek. Here is a large church, and there are quite a nunber of youth
connected with this church. And in so |arge a church, where one has
i nfluence over another, if this influence is of an el evating character
| eading to purity and consecration to God, then the youth coming to
Battle Creek will have greater advantages than if the school was
| ocated el sewhere. But if the influences at Battle Creek shall be in
the future what they have been for several years past, | would warn
parents to keep their children fromBattle Creek. There are but fewin
that |arge church who have an influence that will steadily draw souls
to Christ. There are many who woul d, by their example, lead the youth
away from God to the |Iove of the world. p. 107, Para. 2, [220T1].

There is a great lack with many of the church at Battle Creek of
feeling their responsibility. Those who have practical religion wll
retain their identity of character under any circunstance. They wil |
not be like the reed trenbling in the wind. p. 107, Para. 3, [220T1].

Those situated at a distance feel that they would be highly favored
could they have the privilege of living in Battle Creek, anpng a strong
church, where their children could be benefited with the Sabbat h-
school s and neetings. Sonme of our brethren and sisters in tinmes past
have made sacrifices to have their children live in Battle Creek. But
t hey have been disappointed in al nbst every case. There were but few in
the church to nmanifest an unselfish interest for these youth. The
church generally stood as pharisaical strangers, aloof fromthose who
needed their help the nost. Sone of the youth connected with the
church, who were professedly serving God, but |oving pleasure and the
world nore, were ready to make the acquai ntance of youthful strangers
who cane anong themto |ead themto the world instead of nearer to God
When these return home, they are farther fromthe truth than when they
cane to Battle Creek. p. 107, Para. 4, [220T].

Men and wonen are wanted at the heart of the work, who will be nursing
fathers and nothers in Israel, who will have hearts that can take in
nore than merely ne and mne. They should have hearts that will gl ow

with love for the dear youth whether they are nenbers of their fanmlies
or children of their neighbors. They are nenbers of God's great famly
for whom Christ had so great an interest that he nade every sacrifice



that it was possible for himto nake to save them He left his glory,
his majesty, his kingly throne and robes of royalty, and becane poor,
that through his poverty the children of men m ght be made rich. He
finally poured out his soul unto death that he nmi ght save the race from
hopel ess m sery. This is the exanple of disinterested benevol ence that
Christ has given us to pattern after. Many youth, and al so those of

mat ure age, in the special providence of God, have been thrown into the
arns of the Battle Creek church, for themto bless with the great |ight
God has given them and have the precious privilege of bringing them
by their disinterested efforts, to Christ and to the truth. Christ

conmi ssions his angels to mnister unto those who are brought under the
i nfluence of the truth, to soften their hearts and make them

suscepti ble of the influences of his truth. Wile God and angel s were
doi ng their work, those who professed to be followers of Christ seened
to be coolly indifferent. They did not work in unison with Christ and
holy angels. Although they professed to be servants of God, they were
serving their own interest and |loving their own pleasure, and souls
were perishing around them These souls could truly say, "No man careth
for nmy soul." The church had neglected to inprove the privileges and

bl essings within their reach, and through their neglect of duty | ost

t he gol den opportunities of winning souls to Christ. Unbelievers have
lived in their mdst for nonths, and they have made not special efforts
to save them How can the Master regard such servants? The unbelieving
woul d have responded to efforts made in their behalf, if brethren and
sisters had |lived up to their exalted profession; if they had been
seeking an opportunity to work for the interest of their Master, to
advance his cause, they woul d have mani fested ki ndness and | ove for
them and they woul d have sought opportunities to pray with them and
for them and would have felt a solem responsibility resting upon them
to show their faith by their works, by precept, and exanple. They m ght
have had these souls saved through their instrunmentality, to be stars
in the crowm of their rejoicing. But the golden opportunity, in many
cases, has passed, never to return. The souls that were in the valley
of decision took their position in the ranks of the eneny, and becane
enenmies of God and the truth. The record of the unfaithful ness of the
prof essed foll owers of Jesus went up to Heaven. p. 108, Para. 1,
[220T].

I was shown that if the youth at Battle Creek were true to their
prof ession, they m ght exert a strong influence for good over their
fell ow youth. But a large share of the youth at Battle Creek need a
Christian experience. They know not God by experinental know edge. They
have not individually a personal experience in the Christian |ife, and
they must perish with the unbelieving unless they obtain this
experience. The youth of this class follow inclination rather than
duty. Some do not seek to be governed by principle. They do not
agoni zed to enter into the strait gate, trenbling with fear |est they
will not be able. They are confident, boastful, proud, disobedient,
unt hankful, and unholy. Just such a class as this lead souls in the
broad road to ruin. If Christ is not in them they cannot exenplify him
in their lives and characters. p. 110, Para. 1, [220T].

The church at Battle Creek have had great light. They have been a
peopl e peculiarly favored of God. They have not been left in ignorance
inregard to the will of God concerning them They mght be far in
advance of what they now are if they had wal ked in the light. They are
not that separate, peculiar, and holy people that their faith demands,



and that God recogni zes and acknowl edges as children of the light. They
are not obedi ent and devotional as their exalted position and sacred
obligation require, as children walking in the Iight. The nost sol em
nmessage of nmercy ever given to the world has been intrusted to them
The Lord has nade them the depositaries of his commandnents in a sense
that no other church is. God did not show them his special favor in
trusting to themhis sacred truth that they al one may be benefited by
the light given them but that the |ight reflected upon them from
Heaven shoul d shine forth to others, and be reflected back again to God
by those who receive the truth, glorifying him Many in Battle Creek
will have a fearful account to give in the day of God for this sinfu
negl ect of duty. p. 111, Para. 1, [220T].

Many of those who profess to believe the truth in Battle Creek
contradict their faith by their works. They are as unbelieving and as
far fromfulfilling the requirenents of God and of coming up to their
prof ession of faith as was the Jewi sh church at the tinme of Christ's
first advent. Should Christ meke his appearance anmong them reproving
and rebuki ng sel fishness, pride, and |love of the friendship of the
world, as at his first advent, but few would recognize himas the Lord
of glory. The picture he would present before them of their neglect of
duty they would not receive, but would tell himto his face, You are
entirely m staken, we have done this good and great thing, and
performed this and that wonderful work, and we are entitled to be
hi ghly exalted for our good works. p. 112, Para. 1, [220T1].

The Jews did not go into darkness all at once. It was a gradual work,
until they could not discern the gift of God in sending his Son. The
church at Battle Creek have had superior advantages, and they will be
judged by the light and privil eges they have had. Their deficiencies,
their unbelief, their hardness of heart and neglect to cherish and
followthe light, are not |ess than the favored Jews, who refused the
bl essi ngs they nmight have accepted, and crucified the Son of God. The
Jews are now an astoni shnment and reproach to the world. p. 112, Para.
2, [220T1].

The church at Battle Creek are |ike Capernaum which Christ represents
as being exalted unto heaven by the light and privileges that had been
given them If the light and privil eges they had been bl essed w th had
been given to Sodom and Gonorrah, they m ght have stood unto this day.
If the light and know edge had been given the nations who sit in
dar kness, they mi ght have been far in advance of the church at Battle
Creek. p. 113, Para. 1, [220T].

The Laodi cean church really believed and enjoyed the bl essing of the
gospel, and thought they were rich in the favor of God, when the True
W tness called them poor, naked, blind, and m serable. This is the case
with the church at Battle Creek, and a | arge share of those who profess
to be God's commandnent - keepi ng people. The Lord seeth not as man
seeth. Hi s thoughts and ways are not as our ways. p. 113, Para. 2,
[220rT1].

The words and | aw of God witten in the soul, and exhibited in a
consecrated, holy life, have a powerful influence to convict the world.
Covet ousness, which is idolatry, envy, the love of the world, will be
rooted fromthe heart that is in obedience to Christ, and it will be
their pleasure to deal justly, to love nercy, and wal k hunbly before



God. Oh! how much is conprised in this, wal king hunbly before God. The
law of God, if witten on the heart, will bring into subjection the
mnd and will to the obedience of Christ. p. 114, Para. 1, [220T].

Qur faith is peculiar. Many who profess to be living under the sound
of the |ast message of nercy are not separated in their affections from
the world. They bow down before the friendship of the world, and
sacrifice light and principle to secure its favor. The apostle
descri bes the favored people of God in these words: But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that
ye should show forth the praises of himwho hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. p. 114, Para. 2, [220T].

M ssionary Wrk. p. 115, Para. 1, [220T].

Decenber 10, 1871, | was shown that God would acconplish a great work
through the truth, if devoted, self-sacrificing men would give
t henmsel ves unreservedly to the work of presenting the truth to those in
dar kness. Those who have a know edge of the precious truth, who are
consecrated to God, should avail thenselves of every opportunity where
there is an opening to press in the truth. Angels of God are noving on
the hearts and consci ences of the people of other nations, and honest
souls are troubled as they witness the signs of the tines in the
unsettled state of the nations. The inquiry arises in their hearts,
What will be the end of all these things? Wile God and angels are at
work to inpress hearts, the servants of Christ seemto be asleep. There
are but few working in unison with the heavenly nessengers. Al nen and
wonen who are Christians in every sense of the word shoul d be workers
in the vineyard of the Lord. They should be w de awake, zeal ously
| aboring for the salvation of their fellownmen, and should imtate the
exanpl e the Saviour of the world has given themin his |ife of self-
denial, and sacrifice, and faithful, earnest |abor. p. 115, Para. 2,
[220T1].

There has been but little mssionary spirit anong Sabbat h-keeping
Adventists. If mnisters and people were sufficiently aroused, they
woul d not rest thus indifferently, while God has honored them by making
them the depositaries of his law, by printing it in their mnds, and
witing it upon their hearts. These truths of vital inportance are to
test the world; and yet in our own country there are cities, villages,
and towns, that have never heard the warni ng nessage. Young nmen, who
feel stirred with the appeals that have been nade for help in this
great work of advancing the cause of God, make sone advance noves, but
do not get the burden of the work, which does not require specia
effort. Therefore, they do not learn to place their whol e dependence
upon God, and by living faith draw fromthe great Fountain and Source
of light and strength, in order that their efforts should prove wholly
successful. p. 115, Para. 3, [220T].

Those who think that they have a work to do for the Master should not
commence their efforts anong the churches; but they should go out into
new fields, and prove their gifts. They can test thenmselves in this
way, and settle the matter, to their own satisfaction, whether God has
i ndeed chosen them for this work. They will feel the necessity of
studyi ng the word of God, and praying earnestly for heavenly w sdom and
divine aid from God. They will be brought where they will be obtaining
a nost val uabl e experience by neeting with opponents who bring up



obj ections against the inportant positions of our faith. They will fee
t heir weakness, and be driven to the word of God and prayer. In this
exercise of their gifts, they will be |earning and inproving, and
gai ni ng confidence, and courage, and faith, and will eventually have a
val uabl e experience. p. 116, Para. 1, [220T].

The Brn. ---- conmmenced right in this work. In their |abor they did
not go among the churches, but went out into new fields. They comenced
hunmbl e. They were little in their own eyes, and felt the necessity of
t heir whol e dependence being in God. These brothers are now in great
danger of becoming self-sufficient, especially the truth has obtained
the victory, and Bro. As soon as he gets above the sinplicity of the
work, then his |abors will not benefit the precious cause of God. Bro.
---- should not encourage a |ove for discussions, but avoid them
wherever he can. These contests with the powers of darkness in debate
seldomresult the best for the advancenent of the present truth. p
117, Para. 1, [220T].

I f young men who conmence to | abor in this cause would have the
m ssionary spirit, they would give evidence that God has indeed called
themto the work. But when they do not go into new places, but are
content to go fromchurch to church, they give evidence that the burden
of the work is not upon them The ideas of our young preachers are not
broad enough. Their zeal is too feeble. Wre the young nen awake, and
devoted to the Lord, they would be diligent every nmonment of their tineg,
and seek to qualify thenselves for |laborers in mssionary fields rather
than to be fitting thenselves to becone conbatants. p. has begun to
feel strong in hinself., Para. 1, [220T].

Young nen should be qualifying themselves to beconme famliar with

ot her | anguages, that God may use them as medi uns to conmuni cate his
saving truth to those of other nations. These young nmen nay obtain a
know edge of other |anguages, even while engaged in |aboring for
sinners. |If they are econom cal of their tine, they can be inproving
their mnd, and qualifying thensel ves for nore extended useful ness.
Young wonen who have borne but little responsibility, if they devote

t henmsel ves to God, can be qualifying thenmsel ves by study to becone

fam liar with other |anguages. They coul d devote thenselves to the work
of translating. p. 118, Para. 1, [220T].

Qur publications should be printed in other |anguages, that foreign
nati ons may be reached. Mich can be done through the nedi um of the
press, but much nore if the influence of the labors of the living
preacher goes with our publications. Mssionaries are needed to go to
ot her nations, to preach the truth in a guarded, careful manner. The
cause of present truth can be greatly extended by personal effort. The
contact of individual mind with individual mnd will do nore to renove
prejudice, if the labor is discreet, than our publications al one can
do. Those who engage in this work should not consult their ease or
i nclination. They should not have |ove for popularity or display. p
118, Para. 2, [220T].

When the churches see young nmen possessing zeal to qualify thensel ves
to extend their labors to cities, villages, and towns, that have never
been aroused to the truth, and missionaries volunteer to go to other
nations, to carry the truth to them the churches will be encouraged
and strengthened far nore than to have the | abors of inexperienced



young nen. The churches, as they see their ministers' hearts all aglow
with love and zeal for the truth and a desire to save souls, wll
arouse thensel ves. The churches generally have the gifts and power
within thenmsel ves to bl ess and strengthen thensel ves, and gather into
the fold sheep and | anbs. They need to be thrown upon their own
resources, and so call into active service all the gifts that are lying
dormant. p. 119, Para. 1, [220T].

As churches are established, it should be set before themthat it is
even from anong them that men nust be taken to carry the truth to

ot hers, and rai se new churches; therefore they nust all work, and
cultivate to the very utnost the talents God has given them and they
be training their mnds to engage in the service of their Master. If
these nessengers are pure in heart and life, if their exanple is what
it should be, their labors will be highly successful; for they have a
nost powerful truth, clear and connected, and convincing argunents.
They have God on their side, and the angels of God to work with their
efforts. p. 120, Para. 1, [220T1].

VWhy there has been so little acconplished by those who preach the
truth, is not wholly because the truth they bear is unpopul ar, but
because the nmen who bear the nessage are not sanctified by the truths
they preach. The Saviour withdraws his smles, and the inspiration of
his Spirit is not upon them The presence and power of God to convict
the sinner and cleanse fromall unrighteousness is not nmnifest. Sudden
destruction is right upon the people, and yet they are not fearfully
al armed. The unconsecrated m nister nmakes the work very hard for those
who follow after them and who have the burden and spirit of the work
upon them p. 120, Para. 2, [220T].

The Lord has noved upon nen of other tongues, and has brought them
under the influence of the truth, that they should be qualified to

| abor in his cause. He has brought themw thin reach of the Ofice of
publication, that its managers might avail thenselves of their
services, if they were awake to the wants of the cause. Publications
are needed in other |anguages, to raise an interest and the spirit of
i nquiry anong other nations. p. 121, Para. 1, [220T].

In a nost remarkabl e manner, the Lord w ought upon the heart of Marcus
Li chtenstein, and directed the course of this young nan to Battle
Creek, that he should there be brought under the influence of the
truth, and be converted, and united to the O fice of publication, and
shoul d obtain an experience. H's education in the Jewi sh religion would
qualify himto prepare publications. H s know edge of Hebrew would be a
help to the Office in the preparation of publications to gain access to
a class that otherw se could not be reached. The gift God gave to the
O fice in Marcus was no inferior gift. H s deportnent and
consci enti ousness were in accordance with the principles of the
wonder ful truths he was beginning to see and appreciate. p. 121, Para.
2, [220r1].

But the influence of some in the Office grieved and di scouraged

Mar cus. Those young nmen who did not esteem Marcus as he deserved, and
whose Christian life was a contradiction to their profession, were the
means that Satan used to separate fromthe Office the gift which God
had given to it. He went away perpl exed, grieved, and di scouraged.
Those who had had years of experience, and who shoul d have had the |ove



of Christ in their hearts, were so far separated from God by

sel fishness, pride, and their own folly, that they could not discern
t he especial work of God in Marcus' being connected with the Ofice.
p. 121, Para. 3, [220T1].

If those who are connected with the O fice were awake, and had not
been spiritually paralyzed, Bro. ---- would | ong ago have been
connected with the Ofice, and m ght now be prepared to do a good work
whi ch nuch needs to be done. He shoul d have been engaged in teaching
young nen and women, that they might be qualified nowto becone workers
in mssionary fields. p. 122, Para. 1, [220T1].

Those engaged in the work were about two-thirds dead because of their
yielding to wong influences. They were where God could not inpress
themby his Holy Spirit. And oh! how ny heart aches as | see that so
much tinme has passed, and a great work that night have been done is
| eft undone because those in inportant positions have not wal ked in the
light. Satan has stood prepared to synpathize with those nen in holy
office, and tell them God does not require of themas rmuch zeal and
unsel fish, devoted interest as Bro. Wite expects, and they settle down
carelessly in Satan's easy chair, and the ever-vigilant, persevering
foe binds themin chains of darkness, while they think that they are
all right. Satan works on their right hand and on their left, and al
around them and they know it not. They call darkness light, and |ight
darkness. p. 122, Para. 2, [220T1].

If those in the Ofice of publication are indeed engaged in the sacred
work of giving the |ast solem nessage of warning to the world, how
careful should they be to carry out in their lives the principles of
the truth they are handling. They should have pure hearts and cl ean
hands. p. 123, Para. 1, [220T].

Qur people connected with the O fice have not been awake to inprove
the privileges within their reach, and secure all the talent and

i nfluence that God has provided for them There is a very great failure
with nearly all connected with the Ofice of realizing the inportance
and sacredness of the work. Pride and selfishness exist to a very great
degree, and angels of God are not attracted to that O fice as they
woul d be if hearts were pure and in comunion with God. Those | aboring
in the Ofice have not had a vivid sense that the truths that they were
handl i ng were of heavenly origin, to acconplish a certain and specia
work as did the preaching of Noah before the flood. As the preaching of
Noah warned, tested, and proved, the inhabitants of the world before
the flood of waters destroyed themfromoff the face of the earth, so
is the truth of God for these | ast days doing a similar work of
war ni ng, testing, and proving the world. The publications which go
forth fromthe O fice bear the signet of the Eternal. They are being
scattered all through the land, and are deciding the destiny of souls.
Men are now greatly needed who can transl ate and prepare our
publications in other |anguages to reach all tongues, and that the
messages of warning may go to all nations, that they may be tested by
the light of the truth, that nen and wonen, as they see the |ight, may
turn fromthe transgression to the obedi ence of the | aw of God. p.
123, Para. 2, [220T1].

Every opportunity should be inproved to extend the truth to other
nations. This will be attended with considerabl e expense, but expense



should in no case hinder the performance of this work. Means are of no
val ue only as they are used to advance the interest of the kingdom of
God. The Lord has lent nen neans for this very purpose to use in
sending the truth to their fellownmen. There is a great anmount of
surplus neans in the ranks of Seventh-day Adventists. The wi thhol di ng
of this nmeans selfishly fromthe cause of God is blinding their eyes to
the inportance of the work of God, nmaking it inpossible for themto

di scern solemity of the tinmes in which we |ive, or the val ue of

eternal riches. They do not view Calvary in the right light, and

t heref ore cannot appreciate the worth of the soul for which Christ paid
such an infinite price. p. 124, Para. 1, [220T].

Men will invest neans in that which they val ue the nost and which they
think will bring to themthe greatest profits. When nen will run great
ri sks and invest nuch in worldly enterprises, but are unwilling to

venture or invest much in the cause of God to send the truth to their
fell ow-nmen, they evidence that they value their earthly treasure nore
hi ghly than the heavenly just in proportion as their works show. p.
125, Para. 1, [220r1].

If men would lay their earthly treasures upon the altar of God, and
work as zeal ously to secure the heavenly treasure as they have the
earthly, they would invest neans cheerfully and gl adly wherever they
coul d see an opportunity to do good and aid the cause of their Master
who intrusted themwi th neans to test and prove their fidelity to him
Christ has given them unni stakabl e evidence of his Iove and fidelity to
them He |eft Heaven, his riches and glory, and for their sakes becane
poor, that they through his poverty nmight be made rich. After he has
t hus condescended to save man, Christ requires no |l ess of man than that
he shoul d deny hinself, and use the neans he has lent himin saving his
fell ownmen, and by thus doing, give evidence of his love for his
Redeener, and show that he val ues the salvation brought to himby such
an infinite sacrifice. p. 125, Para. 2, [220T1].

Now is the tine to use neans for God. Now is the time to be rich in
good works, laying up in store for ourselves a good foundation agai nst
the tinme to cone, that we may lay hold on eternal life. One soul saved
in the kingdomof God is of nobre value than all earthly riches. W are
answerable to God for the souls of those with whomwe are brought into
contact, and the nore closely our connections with our fell ownen, the
greater is our responsibility. W are one great brotherhood, and the
wel fare of our fell ownmen should be our great interest. W have not one
nmonment to |lose. |If we have been careless in this matter it is high tine
we were now in earnest to redeemthe time, |est the blood of souls be
found in our garnents. As children of God, none of us are excused from
taking a part in the great work of Christ, in the salvation of our
fellowmen. p. 126, Para. 1, [220T].

It will be a difficult work to overcone prejudices and convi nce the
unbelieving that our efforts are disinterested to help them But this
shoul d not hinder our |abor. There is no precept in the Wrd of God
that tells us to do good to those only who appreciate and respond to

our efforts, and to benefit those only who will thank us for it. God
has sent us to work in his vineyard. It is our business to do all we
can. "In the nmorning sow thy seed, and in the evening w thhold not thy

hand; thou knowest not which shall prosper, this or that.” W have too
little faith. We limt the Holy One of Israel. We should any of us be



grateful that God condescends to use us as his instrunents. For every
earnest prayer put up in faith for anything, answers will be returned.
They may not conme just as we have expected; but they will cone--not
perhaps as we have devised, but at the very tinme when we npost need
them But oh! how sinful is our unbelief! "If ye abide in Me, and ny
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you." p. 126, Para. 2, [220T].

Young nen who engage in this work should not trust too nmuch to their
own abilities. They are inexperienced, and should seek to | earn w sdom
from those who have had a | ong experience in the work, and who have had
opportunities to study character. p. 127, Para. 1, [220T].

I nstead of our mnistering brethren | aboring anong the churches, God
designs that we should spread abroad, and our missionary |abor be
ext ended over as much ground as we can possibly occupy to advant age,
going in every direction to raise up new conpanies. W shoul d ever
| eave upon the minds of new disciples an inpression of the inportance
of our mission. As able nmen are converted to the truth, they should not
require |l aborers to keep their flagging faith alive; but these nen
shoul d be inpressed with the necessity of laboring in the vineyard. As
Il ong as churches rely upon | aborers from abroad to strengthen and
encourage their faith, they will not becone strong in thenselves. They
shoul d be instructed that their strength will increase in proportion to
their personal efforts. The nore closely the New Testanent plan is
followed in mssionary |abor, the nore successful will be the efforts
put forth. p. 127, Para. 2, [220T].

We should work as did our divine Teacher, sowi ng the seeds of truth
with care, anxiety, and self-denial. W nust have the mnd of Christ if
we woul d not become weary in well-doing. His was a |ife of continued
sacrifice for others' good. W nust follow his exanple. The seed of
truth we nmust sow, and trust in God to quicken it to life. The precious
seed may |lie dormant for sone tinme, when the grace of God nay convict
the heart, and the seed sown be awakened to life, and spring up and
bear fruit to the glory of God. Mssionaries in this great work are
wanted to | abor unselfishly, earnestly, and perseveringly, as co-
workers with Christ and the heavenly angels in the salvation of their
fellowmen. p. 128, Para. 1, [220T].

Especial ly should our mnisters beware of indolence and of pride,
which are apt to grow out of a consciousness that we have the truth,
and strength of argunents which our opponents cannot neet; and while
the truths which we handle are mghty to the pulling down of the
stronghol ds of the powers of darkness, there is danger of neglecting
personal piety, purity of heart, and entire consecration to God. There
is danger of their feeling that they are rich and increased with goods,
while they [ack the essential qualifications of a Christian. They may
be wretched, poor, blind, mserable, and naked. They do not feel the
necessity of living in obedience to Christ every day and every hour
Spiritual pride eats out the vitals of religion. In order to preserve
hum lity, it would be well to renenber how we appear in the sight of a
holy God who reads every secret of the soul, and how we shoul d appear
in the sight of our fellownmen if they all knew us as well as God knows
us. For this reason, to hunble us, we are directed to confess our
faults, and inprove this opportunity to subdue our pride. p. 129,
Para. 1, [220T1].



M ni sters shoul d not negl ect physical exercise. They should seek to
make thensel ves useful, and be a help where they are dependent upon the
hospitalities of others. They should not allow others to wait upon
them but rather lighten the burdens of those who have so great a
respect for the gospel mnistry that they would put thenselves to great
i nconveni ence in doing for themthat which they should do for
t hensel ves. The poor health of sone of our nministers is because of
their negl ect of physical exercise in useful labor. p. 129, Para. 2,
[220T].

As the matter has resulted, | was shown that it would have been better
had the Brn. Bourdeaus done what they could in the preparation of
tracts to be circul ated anong the French people. If these works were
not prepared in all their perfection, they mght better have been
circulated, that the French people could have an opportunity to search
the evidences of our faith. There are great risks in delay. The French
shoul d have had books setting forth the reasons of our faith. Brn.
Bourdeau were not prepared to do justice to these works, for they
needed to be spiritualized and enlivened thensel ves, and the books
prepared woul d bear the stanp of their mnds. They needed to be
corrected, lest their preaching and witing should be tedious. They
needed to educate thenselves to cone at once to the point, and nake the
essential features of our faith stand forth clearly before the people.
The work has been hindered by Satan, and nuch has been | ost because
these works were not prepared as they should have been. Brn. Bourdeau
can do nuch good if they are fully devoted to the work, and if they
will followthe light God has given them p. 130, Para. 1, [220T].

Appeal to Mnisters. p. 131, Para. 1, [220T].

I was shown, Dec. 10, 1871, the dangers of Bro. ----. His influence
upon the cause of God is not what it might be and should be. He seens
to be in blindness as to the result of his course. He does not discern
what ki nd of a wake he | eaves behind him He does not |abor in a manner
that God can accept. | saw that he was in as great peril as was Mses
Hul | before he left the truth. Moses Hull trusted in hinself. He
t hought he was of so great value to the cause of truth that the cause
could not spare him Bro. ---- has felt very nuch the sane. He relies
too much on his own strength and wi sdom If he could see his weakness
as God sees it, he would never flatter hinself, or feel in the least to
triunmph. And, unless he makes God his dependence and strength, he wll
make shi pwreck of faith as surely as did Mdses Hull. p. 131, Para. 2,
[220T1].

He has not in his |abors drawn strength from God. He has depended upon
an excitenent to arouse his anmbition. In laboring with a few, where
there is not special excitenent to stinulate, he | oses his courage.
When the | abor goes hard, and he is not borne up by this specia
excitenent, he does not then cling the firnmer to God, and becone nore
earnest to press through the darkness, and gain the victory. Bro. ----,
you frequently becone childish, weak, and inefficient, at the very tine
when you shoul d be the strongest. This should evidence to you that your
zeal and animation are not always fromthe right source. p. 132, Para.
1, [220T1].

I was shown that here is the danger of young m nisters who engage in



di scussion. They turn their nminds to the study of the word to gather
the sharp things, and they becone sarcastic, and, in their efforts to
nmeet an opponent, too frequently |eave God out of the question. The
excitement of debate |lessens their interest in neetings where this
speci al excitenment does not exist. Those who engage in debates are not
the nost successful |aborers, and the best adapted to build up the
cause. By sone, discussion is coveted, and they prefer this kind of

| abor above any other. They do not study the Bible with humlity of

m nd, that they may know how to attain the |love of God, "that Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded
in love, may be able to conprehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and |l ength, and depth, and hight, and to know the |ove of Christ, which
passeth know edge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of
God." p. 132, Para. 2, [220r1].

Young preachers should avoid di scussions; for they do not increase
spirituality or hunbleness of mind. In sone cases, it may be necessary
to meet a proud boaster against the truth of God in open debate; but
general ly these discussions, either oral or witten, result in nore
harm t han good. After a discussion, the greater responsibility rests
upon the mnister to keep up the interest. He should beware of the
reaction which is liable to take place after a religious excitenent,
and not yield to discouragenent hinself. p. 133, Para. 1, [220T].

Men who will not adnmit the clains of God's |law, which are so very
plain, will generally take a | aw ess course; for they have so |ong
taken sides with the great rebel in warring against the | aw of Cod,
which is the foundation of his government in Heaven and earth, that
they are trained in this labor. In their warfare, they will not open
their eyes or consciences to light. They close their eyes, |lest they
shal |l beconme enlightened. Their case is as hopel ess as was the Jews',
who woul d not see the light which Christ brought to them The wonderfu
evi dences of his Messiahship, by the mracles he perfornmed in healing
the sick, and in raising the dead, and doing the works which no other
man had done or could do, instead of nelting and subduing their hearts,
and overcom ng their w cked prejudices, inspired themw th satanic
hatred and fury, such as Satan possessed when he was thrust out of
Heaven. The greater |ight and evidence they had, the greater was their
hatred. They were determ ned to extinguish the Iight by putting Chri st
to death. p. 133, Para. 2, [220T1].

The haters of God's |aw, the foundation of his governnment in Heaven
and earth, are on the sane ground as were the unbelieving Jews. Their
defiant power will follow those who keep the conmandnents of God, and
any anount of light will be rejected by them Their consciences have so
| ong been violated, and their hearts have grown so hard by their
choosi ng darkness rather than light, that they feel that it is a virtue
in themto bear false witness, or stoop to al nost any course of
equi vocation or deception, as did the Jews in their rejection of
Christ, to gain their object. They reason that the end justifies the
means. They virtually crucify the |aw of the Father as the Jews
crucified Christ. p. 134, Para. 1, [220T].

Qur work should be to enbrace every opportunity to present the truth
inits purity and sinplicity, where there is any desire or interest to
hear the reasons of our faith. Those who have dwelt nobstly upon the
propheci es and the theoretical points of our faith should w thout delay



beconme Bi bl e students upon practical subjects. They should take a
deeper draught at the fountain of divine truth. They should carefully
study the life of Christ, and his | essons of practical godliness, given
for the benefit of all, and the rule of right living for all who should
believe on his nanme. They should be inbued with the spirit of their
great Exanpler, and have a high sense of the sacred life of a foll ower
of Christ. p. 135, Para. 1, [220T].

Christ net the case of every class in his subjects and manner of
teachi ng. He dined and | odged with rich and poor, and nade hinself
famliar with the interests and occupations of nmen, that he might gain
access to their hearts. The | earned and nost intellectual were
gratified and charmed with his di scourses, and yet they were so plain
and sinple as to be conprehended by the hunbl est m nds. Christ avail ed
hi rsel f of every opportunity to give instructions to the people upon
the heavenly doctrines and precepts which should be incorporated into
their lives, and which woul d distinguish themfromall other
religionists, because of their holy, elevated character. These | essons
of divine instruction are not brought to bear upon nen's consci ences as
they should be. Mnisters believing present truth are furnished with
di scourses by these sernons of Christ which will be appropriate on
al nost any occasion. Here is a field of study for the Bible student,
whi ch he cannot be interested in without having the Spirit of the
heavenly Teacher in his own heart. Here are subjects which Christ
presented to all classes. Thousands of people of every stanp of
character, of every grade of society, were attracted and charnmed with
the matter brought before them p. 135, Para. 2, [220T1].

Sonme ministers who have been long in the work of preaching present
truth have made great failures in their |abors. They have educated
t hensel ves as conbatants. They have studi ed out argunmentative subjects
for the object of discussion, and these subjects which they have
prepared, they love to use. The truth of God is plain, clear, and
concl usive. The chain of truth is harnonious, and, in contrast with
error, shines with clearness and beauty. The consistency of the truth
commends it to the judgnment of every heart that is not filled with
prejudi ce. Qur preachers present the argunments upon the truth, which
have been nade ready for them and, if there are no hindrances, the
truth bears away the victory. But | was shown that in many cases the
poor instrunment takes the credit of the victory gained, and the people,
who are nore earthly than spiritual, praise and honor the instrunment,
while the truth of God is not exalted by the victory it gained. p.
136, Para. 1, [220T].

Those who | ove to engage in discussion generally |ose their
spirituality. They do not trust in God as they should. They have the
theory of the truth prepared to whip an opponent. The feelings of their
own unsanctified hearts have prepared many sharp, close things to use
as a snap to their whip to irritate and provoke their opponent. The
Spirit of Christ has no part in this. The debater soon thinks he is
strong enough while furnished with conclusive argunments to triunph over
hi s opponent, and God is left out of the matter. Sone of our nministers
have made di scussion their principal business. Wien in the mdst of the
excitenment raised by discussion, they seem nerved up, and feel strong,
and tal k strong; and many things pass with the people as all right in
the excitenent, which in thensel ves are decidedly wong, and a shane to
hi m who was guilty of uttering words so unbecoming a Christian



mnister. p. 137, Para. 1, [220T].

These things have a bad influence on mnisters who are handling
sacred, elevated truths, which are to prove as a savor of life unto
life, or death unto death, to those who hear them Generally, the
i nfluence of discussions upon our mnisters is to nake them self-
sufficient, and exalted in their own estimation. This is not all. Those
who | ove to debate are unfitted for being pastors to the flock. They
have trained their nmnds to neet an opponent, and to say sarcastic
t hi ngs; and they cannot conme down to neet the hearts that are
sorrowi ng, and need conforting. They have also dwelt so nuch upon the
argunent ati ve that they have negl ected practical subjects that the
fl ock of God need; and the sermons of Christ, which enter into the
every-day life of the Christian, they have but little know edge of, and
they have but little disposition to study them They have risen above
the sinplicity of the work. When they were little in their own eyes,
God hel ped them Angels of God ministered unto them and nade their
| abors highly successful in convincing nmen and wonen of the truth. But
in the training of their mnds for discussion, they frequently becone
coarse and rough. They lose the interest and tender synpathy which
shoul d ever attend the efforts of a shepherd of Jesus Christ. p. 138,
Para. 1, [220T1].

Debating mnisters are generally disqualified to help the flock where
they nmost need hel p. They have negl ected practical religion in their
own hearts and lives, and therefore cannot teach it to the flock
Unl ess there is an excitenment, they do not know how to | abor. They seem
shorn of their strength. If they try to speak, they seemnot to know
how to present a subject that is proper or fit for the occasion. Wen
they should present a subject to feed the flock of God, which wll
reach and nelt the heart, they go back to sonme of the old prepared
matter, that is stereotyped, and go through the arranged argunents
which are dry and uninteresting. They bring darkness to the flock
instead of light and |ife; and they also bring darkness to their own
souls. p. 139, Para. 1, [220T1].

Some of our mnisters fail to cultivate spirituality, but encourage a
show of zeal and a certain activity which rests upon an uncertain
foundati on. M nisters of calmcontenplation, of thought and devotion,
of conscience and faith, conmbined with activity and zeal, are wanted in
this age. The two qualities should go together, thought and devotion
activity and zeal. p. 139, Para. 2, [220T].

Debating mnisters are the nost unreliable anong us, because they
cannot be depended upon when the work goes hard. Bring theminto a

pl ace where there is but little interest, and they mani fest a want of
courage, zeal, or real interest, themselves. They depend on excitenent,
created by debate or opposition, as the inebriate depends upon his dram
to beconme enlivened and invigorated. These mnisters need to be
converted anew. They need to drink deep of the streans which proceed
fromthe Eternal rock, the streans of which are unceasing. p. 139,
Para. 3, [220T1].

The eternal welfare of sinners regulated the conduct of Jesus Christ.
He went about doi ng good. Benevol ence was the life of his soul. He not
only did good to all who canme to himsoliciting his nercy, but he
perseveringly sought them out. He was never elated wi th appl ause, or



dej ected by censure or disappointnment. Wien he net with the greatest
opposition and the most cruel treatnment, he was of good courage. Christ
preached the nost inportant discourse inspiration has given us to only
one listener. As he sat upon the well to rest, for he was weary, a
Sanmaritan worman cane to draw water, and he saw an opportunity to reach
her m nd, and through her to reach the mnds of the Sanmmaritans, who
were in great darkness and error. Although weary, he presented the
truths of his spiritual kingdom which charnmed the heat hen worman, and
filled her with adnmiration for Christ. She went forth publishing the
news, "Cone, see a man which told ne all things that ever | did; is not
this the Christ?" This woman's testinony converted many to a belief in
Christ. Through her report, many canme to hear himfor thensel ves, and
bel i eved because of his own word. p. 140, Para. 1, [220T].

However small mmy be the nunber of interested listeners, if their
hearts are reached, and their understandi ng convinced, they can carry

the report, as did the Samaritan wonan, which will raise the interest
of hundreds to investigate for thenselves. Wile |aboring in places to
create an interest, there will be many di scouragenents; but if at first

there seens to be but little interest, it is no evidence that you have
m st aken your duty and place of labor. If the interest steadily

i ncreases, and the peopl e nove understandingly, not frominpul se, but
fromprinciple, the interest is much nore healthful and nore durable,
than to have a great excitenment and interest created suddenly, and to
have the feelings excited by listening to a debate and sharp contest on
both sides of the question, for and against the truth. Fierce
opposition is created, and rapid decisions made, and positions taken.
There is a feverish state of things. Calmconsideration and judgnent
are wanting. Let this excitenent subside, or, if it is managed

i ndi screetly, reaction takes place, and the interest can never be

rai sed again. The feeling and synpathy were stirred, but the conscience
was not convicted, the heart was not broken and hunbl ed before God. p
141, Para. 1, [220T].

In the presentation of unpopular truth, which involves a heavy cross,
preachers shoul d be careful that every word is as God would have it.
Their words should never cut. They should present the truth in
humlity, with the deepest |ove for souls, and and earnest desire for
their salvation, and let the truth cut. They should not seek to provoke
a debate. They should not defy mnisters of other denom nations. They
shoul d not stand in a position |ike Goliath's when he defied the armes
of Israel. Israel did not defy Goliath, but Goliath nmade his proud
boasts agai nst God and his people. The defying, and boasting, and
railing, nmust conme fromthe opposers of truth, who act the Goliath. But
none of this spirit should be seen in those whom God has sent forth to
proclaimthe | ast nmessage of warning to a doomed world. p. 142, Para.
1, [220T1].

Goliath, who defied Israel, trusted in his arnor. He terrified the
arm es of Israel by his defiant, savage boastings, while he nmade a nost
i mposing display of his arnor, which was his strength. David, in his
hum ity and in his zeal for God and his people, proposed to neet this
boaster. Saul consented, and had his own kingly arnmor placed upon
Davi d. But he would not consent to wear it. He laid off the king's
arnmor; for he had not proved it. He had proved God, and, in trusting in
him had gai ned special victories. To put on Saul's arnmor would give
the inpression that he was a warrior, when he was only little David,



who tended the sheep. He did not nean that any credit should be given
to the armor of Saul; for his trust was in the Lord God of Israel. He
sel ected a few pebbles fromthe brook, and with his sling and staff his
only weapons, he went forth in the nanme of the God of Israel to neet
the arned warrior. p. 142, Para. 2, [220T1].

Gol i at h di sdai ned Davi d; for his appearance was that of a nmere youth
untaught in the tactics of warfare. Goliath railed upon David, and
cursed himby his gods. He felt that it was an insult upon his dignity
to have a nere stripling, without so nuch as an arnor cone to neet him
He made his boast of what he would do to him David did not becone
irritated because he was | ooked upon as so inferior; neither did he
trenble at his terrible threats. David replied, "Thou conest to nme with
a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield; but | come to thee in the
nane of the Lord of hosts, the God of the arm es of Israel, whomthou
hast defied." David tells Goliath that in the name of the Lord he wll
do to himthe very things Goliath had threatened to do to David. "And
all this assenbly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and
spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our
hands." p. 143, Para. 1, [220T].

Qur ministers should not defy and provoke di scussion. Let the defying
be on the side of the opposers of God's truth. | was shown that Bro. --
-- and other mnisters have acted too nmuch the part of Goliath. And
then after they had dared and provoked di scussion, they trusted to
their prepared argunents as Saul wanted David to trust his arnor. They
did not, like hunmble David, trust to the God of Israel, and make him
their strength. They went forth confident and boastful, |ike Goliath.
They magnified thensel ves, and did not hide behind Jesus. They knew t he
truth was strong, and they have not hunbled their hearts, and in faith
trusted in God to give the truth the victory. They have becone el ated
and lost their balance, and frequently the di scussi ons have not been
successful, and the result has been an injury to their own souls and to
the souls of others. p. 144, Para. 1, [220T1].

I was shown that sone of our young nministers are getting a passion for
debating, and that, unless they see their danger, this will prove a
snare to them | was shown that Bro. ---- ---- was in great danger. He
is training his mnd in the wong direction. He is in danger of getting
above the sinplicity of the work. Wen he gets on Saul's arnor, if,
like David, he has wisdomto lay it off because he has not proved it,
he may recover hinself before he goes to far. These young preachers
shoul d study the practical teachings of Christ, as well as the
theoretical, and learn of Jesus that they may have his grace, his
meekness, his humility and Iowiness of mind. If they, |like David, are
brought into a position where God's cause really calls for themto neet
a defier of Israel, and, if they go forth in the strength of God,
relying wholly upon him he will carry themthrough, and cause his
truth to triunmph gloriously. Christ has given us an exanple. "Yet
M chael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about
the body of Mses, durst not bring against hima railing accusation
but said, The Lord rebuke thee." p. 144, Para. 2, [220T].

As soon as a preacher conmes down fromthe position a mnister should
ever occupy, and descends to the comical to create a | augh over his
opponent, or when he is sarcastic and sharp, and rails upon him he
does that which the Saviour of the world did not dare to do; for he



pl aces hinsel f upon the enenmy's ground. M nisters who contend with the
opposers of the truth of God, have not nerely to neet the nmen, but
Satan and his host of evil angels. Satan watches for a chance to get

t he advantage of ministers who are advocating the truth, and when they
cease to put their entire trust in God, and their words are not in the
Spirit and | ove of Christ, the angels of God cannot strengthen and
enlighten them They |leave themto their own strength, and evil angels
press in their darkness, and, for this reason, sonetines the opponents
of the truth seemto have the advantage, and the di scussion does nore
harm t han real good. p. 145, Para. 1, [220T].

God' s servants should cone nearer to him Brn. ----, ----, ----, and
personal piety, rather than to encourage a | ove of debate. They should
be seeking to becone shepherds to the flock, rather than to be fitting
thensel ves to create an excitement by swaying the feelings of the
peopl e. These brethren are in danger of depending nore upon their
popul arity, and success with the people as smart debaters, than as
hunbl e, faithful |aborers, or as devoted, neek foll owers of Jesus
Christ, being co-workers with him p. 146, Para. 1, [220T].

Dangers and Duties of Youth. p. 147, Para. 1, [220T].
Addressed to Two Young Men. p. 147, Para. 2, [220T1].

I was shown | ast Decenber the dangers and tenptations of youth. The
two younger sons of father ---- need to be converted. They need to die
daily to self. Paul, the faithful apostle, had a fresh experience
daily. He says, "I die daily." This is exactly the experience these
young nen need. They are in danger of overl ooking present duty, and of
negl ecting the education essential for practical life. They regard
education in books as the all-inportant matter to be attended to in
order to nake life a success. p. 147, Para. 3, [220T].

These young nen have duties at hone which they overl ook. They have not
| earned to take up the duties, and bear the hone responsibilities which
it is their duty to bear. They have a faithful, practical nother, who
has borne many burdens which her children should not suffer her to
bear. In this they failed to honor their nother. They have not shared
the burdens of their father as was their duty, and have neglected to
honor their father as they should. They follow inclination rather than
duty. They have pursued a selfish course in their life, in shunning
burdens and toil, and have failed to obtain a val uabl e experience,
whi ch they cannot afford to be deprived of if they would make life a
success. They have not felt the inportance of being faithful in little
things. They have not felt under obligation to their parents to be
true, thorough, and faithful, in the hunble, lowmy duties of |ife which
lie directly in their pathway. They | ook above the common, essentia
branches of knowl edge so very necessary for practical life. p. 147,
Para. 4, [220T1].

If these young nmen would be a bl essing anywhere, it should be at hone.
If they yield to inclination, rather than to be guided by the cautious
deci si on of sober reason, sound judgnent, and enlightened conscience,
they cannot be a blessing to society, or to their father's famly, and
their prospects in this world, and in the better world, may be
endangered. Many youth receive the inpression that their early life is
not designed for care-taking, but to be fritted away in idle sport, in



jesting, in joking and foolish indul gences. Sonme think of nothing while
engaged in folly and indul gence of the senses, but the nonentary
gratification connected with it for the time. Their desire for
anmusenent, their |love for society, to chat, talk, and |augh, increases
by indul gence, and they lose all relish for the sober realities of

life, and hone duties seem uninteresting. There is not enough change to
nmeet their mnds, and they beconme restless, peevish, and irritable.
These young nen should feel it a duty to nake hone happy and cheerful
They shoul d bring sunshine into the dwelling, rather than a shadow by
needl ess repi ni ng and unhappy di scontent. p. 148, Para. 1, [220T].

These young nen shoul d renmenber that they are responsible for all the
privileges they have enjoyed, and that they are accountable for the

i mprovenent of their time, and nust render an exact account for the

i mprovenent of their abilities. These young nen may inquire, Shall we
wor k, work, work, w thout variation? Any anusenent that they can engage
in, asking the blessing of God upon it in faith, will not be dangerous.
But any anusenent in which they engage which disqualifies themfor
secret prayer, or for devotion at the altar of prayer, or to engage in
the prayer-neeting, is not safe, but dangerous. A change from physica

| abor that has taxed the strength severely may be necessary for a tine,
that they may again engage in |abor, putting forth exertion with
greater success. But entire rest may not be necessary, or even attended
with the best results so far as their physical strength is concerned.
They need not, even when weary with one kind of |abor, trifle away
their precious nonents. They may then seek to do sonmething not so
exhausting, but yet which will be a blessing to their nother and
sisters, in lightening their cares by taking upon thenselves the
roughest burdens they have to bear. In this way, they can find
amusement springing fromprinciple which will yield themtrue

happi ness, and their tinme not be spent in trifling, and in habits of
sel fish indul gence. Their time may be ever enployed to advantage, and
they constantly refreshed with variation, and yet redeening the tineg,
so that every nonent tells with good account to some one. p. 149,
Para. 1, [220T1].

You have thought, to obtain an education in the sciences would be of

t he highest inportance. There is no virtue in ignorance, and know edge
wi Il not necessarily dwarf Christian growth, but if taken hold of from
principle, having the right object before you, to obtain know edge that
you may bring into exercise the powers which God has given you and
enmploy themin his service, feeling your obligations to God to use your
faculties to do good to others and pronote his glory, know edge will
aid you to acconplish this end. p. 150, Para. 1, [220T].

But, young nen, if you gain ever so nuch know edge and yet fail to put
that knowl edge to a practical use, you fail of your object. If,
obt ai ni ng an educati on, you becone absorbed in your studies so that you
negl ect prayer and religious privileges, and becone carel ess and
indifferent to the welfare of your soul, if you cease to learn in the
school of Christ, you are selling your birthright for a ness of
pottage. The object of your obtaining an education should not be | ost
sight of for a nmonment. It should be to devel op and direct your
faculties that you may be the nore highly useful, and, to the extent of
your ability, bless others. If to obtain know edge woul d increase your
| ove of yourselves and increase your inclination to a still greater
degree to excuse yourselves from bearing responsibilities, you are



better without an education. If you | ove books and idolize them allow
themto get in between you and your duties, so that you will feel a
reluctance to | eave your studies and reading to do essential |abor that
sone one nust do, you should restrain your studies and cultivate a | ove
for doing those things in which you now take no interest. He that is
faithful in that which is least will also be faithful in greater
things. You need to cultivate | ove and affection for your parents,
brothers, and sisters. "Be kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly I ove; in honor preferring one another; not slothful in

busi ness; fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope;
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; distributing to
the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.” You cannot, young nen,
afford to sacrifice your eternal interest for your school studies. Your
teachers may stinulate you by applause, and you may be deceived by the
sophi stry of Satan. You may be led on fromstep to step to seek to
excel, and obtain the approbation of your teachers, until your

knowl edge in the divine life, in experinental religion, will grow |ess
and less. Your name will stand registered before the holy, exalted
angel s, and before the Creator of the universe, and Jesus Christ, the
maj esty of Heaven, in very poor light. Failure, failure, m stakes,

negl ect, commttal of sins, and such ignorance in spiritual know edge,
that the Father, and his Son Jesus our advocate, and mninistering
angels, will be ashaned to own you as children of God. p. 150, Para.
2, [220r1].

In attendi ng school you are exposed to a variety of tenptations that
you woul d not be at your hone in your father's house, under the
wat chcare of CGod-fearing parents. p. 152, Para. 1, [220T1].

If you prayed while at home by yourselves twice or three tinmes a day
for grace to escape the corruptions that are in the world through | ust,
when at school, exposed to tenptations and the contam nating influences
whi ch prevail at school in this degenerate age, you need to pray as
much nore earnestly and constantly as your surroundi ngs are nore
unfavorable to the formation of Christian character. p. 152, Para. 2,
[220T1].

These young nmen have not sufficient strength of Christian character
especially is this the case with ----. He is not settled, rooted, and
grounded, in the truth. His hold of God has been so slight that he has
not been receiving strength and |ight from above, but has been
gat hering darkness to his own soul. He has heard unbelief talked so
much, and he has taken so little practical interest in the truth that
he has not been prepared to give a reason of his hope. He has been
unstable, like a reed trenbling in the wind. He is kind at heart, yet
| oves fun, idleness, and to be in conpany with his young friends. He
has indulged this inclination to the sacrifice of his soul's interest.
It is inmportant that you should avoid mngling too nmuch in the society
of irreligious youth. The culture of your mnd and heart, in connection
with the practical duties of life, require that a | arge share of your
time be spent in the society of those whose conversation and faith wll
i ncrease your faith and love for the truth. p. 153, Para. 1, [220T1].

You have tried to throw off the restraint that the belief of the truth
i nposes, but you have not dared to be very bold in your unbelief. Too
often the levities of the world, the society of those from whom self-
comuni on and religion are excluded, has been your choice, and you was,



to all intents and purposes, reckoned with that class who bring the
truth into contenpt. You are not strong enough in faith or purpose to
be in such society. In order to kill tinme, you have engaged in a spirit
of trifling which has done positive injury to you in blunting your
consci ence. You |ove approbation. If you gain this in an honorabl e way,
it is not so sinful; but you are in danger of deceiving yourself and
others, and need to be guarded on this point that you earn all the
approval you receive. If you are approved because of your sound
principles and noral worth, this is your gain. But to be petted, and
courted, and flattered because you can make bright speeches and apt
remar ks, and because you are cheerful, lively, and witty, and not for
intellectual and noral worth, you will be | ooked upon by sensible,
godly nmen and wonen as an object of pity rather than envy. You should
be guarded against flattery. Whoever is foolish enough to flatter you
cannot be your friend. Your true friends will caution, entreat, and
warn you, and reprove your faults. p. 153, Para. 2, [220T].

You have opened your mind to dark unbelief. Close it in the fear of
God. Seek for the evidences of the pillars of our faith and |ay hold
upon themwith firmgrasp. You need this confidence in present truth

which will prove to you an anchor. This will inpart to your character
an energy, efficiency, and noble dignity that will command respect.
Encourage habits of industry. Here you seriously lack. You have both
brilliant ideas of success, but renenber that in God is your only hope.

Your prospects may at tinmes | ook flattering to you, but anticipations
whi ch exalt you above the sinple, hunble home duties and above the
religious duties, will prove a failure. You, ny dear young friends need
to hunbl e your hearts before God, and be obtaining a val uable
experience in the Christian life, following on to know the Lord

gaining a rich experience, and blessing others by a daily life of
spotless purity, of noble integrity, of thoroughness in the performance
of Christian duty, and in the duties of practical life. p. 154, Para.
1, [220r1].

You have duties to do at hone; you have responsibilities to bear which
you have not yet |ifted. That which ye sow ye shall also reap. These
young nen are now sowi ng the seed. Every act of their life, every word
spoken, is a seed for good or evil. As is the seed, so will be the
crop. If they indulge lustful passions, and give up to hasty, perverted
passions, or to the gratification of appetite, or the inclination of an
unsanctified heart, if they foster pride, wong principles, and cherish
habits of unfaithful ness, or of dissipation, they will reap a plentifu
harvest of renorse, shane, and despair. p. 155, Para. 1, [220T].

The angel s of God are seeking to | ead these young nen to cry unto God
in sincerity, Be thou the guide of my youth. The angels of God are
inviting and seeking to draw these dear youth fromthe snares of Satan
Heaven may be theirs if they will seek to obtain it. A crown of
immortal glory will be theirs if they will give all for Heaven. p.
155, Para. 2, [220T7].

Take Heed. p. 156, Para. 1, [220T1].

Bro. ----, your influence has not been of that character which would
do honor to the cause of present truth. Had you been sanctified by the
truth you preach to others, you would have been of ten tinmes nore
advantage to the cause of God than you have been. You have relied so



much upon creating a sensation that without this you have but little
courage. These great excitenments and sensational interests are your
strength, and glory, and success as a l|laborer; but this is not pleasing
to God. Your labors in this direction are sel dom what you flatter
yourself that they are. p. 156, Para. 2, [220T1].

Close investigation reveals, after these specially exciting neetings,
that there are but very few sheaves to be gathered. Yet, fromall the
experience of the past, you have not |earned to change your manner of
| abor. p. 156, Para. 3, [220T].

You have been slow to learn fromthe past, and shape your future

| abors in such a manner as to shun the errors of the past. The reason
of this has been, like the inebriate, you | ove the stinmulus of these
sensational neetings, and you long for them as the drunkard |ongs for
the glass of liquor, to arouse the flagging energi es. These debates
whi ch create an excitement are m staken for a zeal for God and | ove for
the truth. You have been al nbst destitute of the Spirit of God to work
with your efforts. If you had God with you in all your noves, and if
you felt the burden for souls, and had the wisdomto skillfully manage
these exciting seasons to press souls into the kingdom of Christ, you
could see fruits of your labors, and God woul d be glorified. Your sou
shoul d be all aglow with the spirit of the truth you present to others.
Then, after you have | abored to convict souls of the clains the | aw of
God had upon them teaching themrepentance toward God and faith in
Jesus Christ, your work is but just begun. You too frequently excuse
yourself fromconpleting the work, and | eave a heavy burden for others
to take up and finish the work you ought to have done. You say you are
not qualified to finish up the work. Then the sooner you qualify
yourself to bear the burdens of a shepherd, or pastor of the flock, the
better. p. 156, Para. 4, [220TI].

As a true shepherd, you should discipline yourself to deal with m nds,
and give to the flock of God each their portion of neat in due season.
You shoul d be careful, and study to have a store of practical subjects
that you have investigated, and can enter into the spirit of, and can
present in a plain, forcible manner to the people, at the right tinme
and place, as they need. p. 157, Para. 1, [220T].

You have not been thoroughly furnished fromthe word of inspiration
unto all good works. When the fl ock have needed spiritual food, you
have frequently presented sone argunentative subject no nore
appropriate for the occasion than an oration upon national affairs. p
158, Para. 1, [220T1].

If you woul d task your soul and educate your mind to a know edge of
subj ects which the word of God has anply furnished you, you could build
up the cause of God by feeding the flock with proper food, which would
give spiritual strength and health as their wants required. p. 158,
Para. 2, [220r1].

You have yet to learn the work of a true shepherd. Wen you understand
this, you will have sufficient weight upon you of the cause and work of
God, that you will not be inclined to jest and joke, and engage in
light and frivol ous conversation. A minister of Christ, with a proper
burden of the work, and a high sense of the exalted character and
sacredness of his mission, will not be inclined to Iightness and



trifling with the lanmbs of the flock. p. 158, Para. 3, [220T].

A true shepherd will have an interest in all that relates to the

wel fare of the flock, feeding them guiding them and defending them
He will carry hinself with great wisdom nmmnifesting a tender
consideration for all, being courteous and conpassionate to all
especially the tenpted, and afflicted, and despondi ng. Instead of
giving this class the synpathy as their particular cases have denanded,
and as their infirmties have required, you have shunned this class,
while you have drawn | argely upon others for sympathy. "Even the Son of
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many." "Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant
is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he
that sent him" "But made Hi nself of no reputation, and took upon him
the formof a servant, and was nmade in the |ikeness of men." "We then
that are strong ought to bear the infirmties of the weak, and not to
pl ease ourselves." "Let every one of us please his neighbor for his
good to edification. For even Christ pleased not hinself; but it is
written, The reproaches of themthat reproached thee fell on ne." p.
159, Para. 1, [220T1].

It is not the work of a gospel mnister to lord it over God's
heritage, but in lowiness of mnd, with gentleness and | ong
f orbearance, exhorting, reproving, rebuking, with all |ong-suffering
and doctrine. p. 159, Para. 2, [220T1].

How wi Il the foregoing scriptures conpare with your past |ife? You
have been cultivating a selfish tenperanent nearly all your life. You
married a woman of a strong, set will. Her natural disposition was

suprenely selfish. You were both |overs of self. Uniting your interest
did not help the case of either, but increased the peril of both. You
were neither of you conscientious. You neither of you had the fear of
God before you in a high sense. Selfish |ove, and selfish
gratification, have been the ruling principle. You have both had so
little consecration to God that you could not benefit each other. You
have each wanted your own way. You have each wanted to be petted, and
prai sed, and waited upon. p. 160, Para. 1, [220T].

The Lord saw your dangers, and sent you warnings through testinony,
time and again, that your eternal interest was endangered unl ess you
overcane your |ove of self, and conformed your will to the will of GCod.
Had you heeded the adnonitions and warnings fromthe Lord, had you
turned square about and nade an entire change, your wi fe would not now
be in the snare of the eneny, left of God to believe the strong
del usi ons of Satan. Had you followed the |ight God has given, you would
now be a strong and efficient |aborer in the cause of CGod, qualified to
acconplish tenfold nmore than you are now conpetent to do. You have
become weak because you have failed to cherish the light. p. 160,

Para. 2, [220T1].

You have been able but a small part of the time to discern the voice
of the true Shepherd fromthat of a stranger. Your neglect to walk in
the |ight has brought darkness upon you, and your conscience, by being
often viol ated, has becone benunbed. p. 161, Para. 1, [220T].

Your wife did not believe and follow the Iight the Lord in mercy sent
her. She despised reproof, and herself closed the door through which



the voice of the Lord was heard to counsel and warn her. Satan was

pl eased, and there was nothing to hinder himfrominsinuating hinself
into her confidence, and, by his pleasing, flattering deceptions,

| eadi ng her captive at his will. p. 161, Para. 2, [220T].

The Lord gave you a testinmony that your wife was a hindrance to you in
your labors, and that you should not have her acconpany you unl ess you
had the nost positive evidence that she was a converted wonan,
transfornmed by the renewing of her mnd. You then felt that you had an
excuse to plead for a hone, and nade this testinony your excuse, and
wor ked accordi ngly, although you had not need of a home of your own.
Your wife had duties to do to her parents, which she had negl ected al
her life. If she, with a cheerful spirit, had taken up this |ong-
negl ected duty, she would not now be |left captive to Satan, to do his

will, and corrupt her heart and soul in his service. p. 161, Para. 3,
[220rT1].
Your want of a honme was imagi nary, |ike many of your supposed wants.

You obtai ned the hone your selfishness desired, and you could |eave
your wife confortably situated. But God was preparing a final test for
her. The affliction of her nmother was of the nature to arouse the
synpathy in the heart, if it was not thoroughly seared and call ous by
sel fishness. But this providence of God failed to arouse the filial

| ove of the daughter for her suffering nother. She had no hone cares to
stand in her way, no children to share her | ove and care, and her
attention was devoted to her poor self. p. 162, Para. 1, [220T1].

The burden of care her father had to bear was too nmuch for his aged
strength, and he was prostrated with keen sufferings. Surely, then, if
the daughter had a sensitive spot in her heart, she could not help
feeling, and arousing to a sense of her duty to share the burdens of
her sister and her sister's husband. But she reveal ed by her
i ndi fference, and by her shunning all the care and burden that she wel
could, that her heart was well-nigh as uni npressible as a stone. To be
cl ose by her parents, and yet be so indifferent, would tell agai nst
her. p. 162, Para. 2, [220T].

She comuni cated the state of things to her husband. Bro. ---- was as
selfish as his wife, and he sent an urgent request for her to cone to
him How did angels of God, the tender, pitying, |loving, mnistering
angel s, |l ook upon this act? The daughter left for strangers to do those
tender offices that she shoul d have cheerfully shared with her burdened
sister. Angels |ooked with astoni shnent and grief upon the scene, and
turned fromthis selfish woman. Evil angels took their place, and she
was | ed captive by Satan at his will. She proved to be a great
hi ndrance to her husband; for she was a medi um of Satan, and his |abors
were of but little account. p. 163, Para. 1, [220T].

The cause of God woul d have stood higher in ---- if that |last effort
had not been nade; for the work was not conpleted. An interest was

rai sed, but left to sink where it could never be raised again. p. 163,
Para. 2, [220T1].

| ask you, Bro. ----, to conpare these scriptures relative to the work
and mnistry of Jesus Christ with your course of conduct through your
| abors as a gospel ninister, but nore especially in the instance | have
mentioned, where duty was too plain for any m stake, if the conscience



and affections had not beconme paral yzed by a | ong course of continua
sel fishness and idolatry of self. p. 163, Para. 3, [220T].

In the act of |eaving your parents in their suffering and necessity
for help, the church was obliged to take this burden, and watch with
the suffering nenbers of Christ's body. You both, in this heartless
negl ect, brought the frown of God upon yourselves. God does not pass
such things lightly by. They are recorded by the angels. God cannot
prosper those who go directly contrary to the plainest duty specified
in his word, showing the duty of children to their parents. Children
who feel under no more obligation to their earthly parents than you
have done, but can easily step out fromthe responsibilities upon them

wi |l not have due respect for their Heavenly Father. They will not
reverence or respect the clainms that God has upon them |f they
di srespect and di shonor their earthly parents, they will not respect

and love their Creator. Your wife transgressed the fifth precept of the
decal ogue in neglecting her parents. "Honor thy father and thy nother
that thy days nay be | ong upon the | and which the Lord thy God giveth
thee." This is the first commandnment with proni se. Those who di shonor
or disrespect their parents need not expect the blessing of God will
attend them OQur parents have clainms upon us that we cannot throw off
or lightly regard. But children who have not been trai ned and
controlled in childhood, and have been pernmitted to make thensel ves the
obj ects of their care, who have selfishly sought their ease, and

avoi ded burdens, beconme heartless, and disrespect the clainms of their
parents who watched over their earliest infancy. p. 164, Para. 1,
[220T1].

Bro. ----, you have been selfish in these things yourself, and greatly
deficient in duty. You have required attention and care, but you have
not given the sane in return. Your have been selfish and exacting, and
have frequently been unreasonabl e, and given your w fe occasion for
trial. You have both been unconsecrated and astonishingly selfish. You
have made but little sacrifice for the truth's sake. You have avoi ded
burdens as well as your wife, and have occupied a position to be waited
upon, rather than try to be as little burden as possible. p. 165,

Para. 1, [220T1].

M ni sters of Christ should feel it a duty binding upon them if they
receive the hospitalities of their brethren or friends, to | eave a
blessing with the famly by seeking to encourage and strengthen the
menbers of the family. They should not neglect the duties of a pastor
as they visit fromhouse to house. They should becone famliar with
every nmenber of the fam |y, that they may understand the spiritua
condition of all, and vary their manner of |abor to neet the case of
each nenber of the family. When a ninister bearing the sol ertn nessage
of warning to the world receives the hospitable courtesies of friends
and brethren, and neglects the duties of a shepherd of the flock, but
is careless in his exanple and deportnent, and engages with the young
intrifling conversation, jesting and joking, and relating hunorous
anecdotes to create a |augh, he is unworthy of being a gospel m nister
and needs to be converted before he should be intrusted with the care
of the sheep and | anmbs. M nisters who are neglectful of the duties
devolving on a faithful pastor give evidence that they are not
sanctified by the truths they present to others, and should not be
sustained as | aborers in the vineyard of the Lord till they have a high
sense of the sacredness of the work of a minister of Jesus Christ. p.



165, Para. 2, [220T].

VWhen there are only evening neetings to attend, there is nmuch tine
that can be used to great advantage in visiting from house to house,
neeting the people where they are. And if ministers of Christ have the
graces of the Spirit, if they imtate the great Exanplar, they wll
find access to hearts, and will win souls to Christ. Some mnisters
bearing the | ast nessage of nmercy are too distant. They do not inprove
the opportunities they have of gaining the confidence of nmen and wonen
who are unbelievers, by their exenplary deportnent, and their unselfish
interest for the good of others, their kindness, forbearance,
hunbl eness of mind, and their respectful courtesy. These fruits of the
Spirit will exert a far greater influence than the preaching in the
desk without individual effort in famlies. But the preaching of
poi nted, testing truths to the people, and correspondi ng individua
efforts fromhouse to house to back up pulpit effort, will greatly
extend the influence for good, and souls will be converted to the
truth. p. 166, Para. 1, [220T].

Some of our mnisters carry too light responsibilities, and shun

i ndi vi dual care and burdens, and for this reason they do not feel the
need of help fromGod as if they lifted the burdens that the work of
God and our faith require themto Iift. When burdens in this cause have
to be borne, when brought into strait places, they will feel the need
of living near to God, that they may have confidence to comrit their
ways to him and in faith claimthat help which God al one can give.
They will then be obtaining and experience every day in faith and
trust, which is of the highest value to a gospel nminister. Hs work is
nore sol emm and sacred than mnisters generally realize. They should
carry a sanctified influence with them GCod requires that those who

m nister in sacred things should be nen who feel jealous for his cause.
The burden of their work should be the salvation of souls. Brother ----
, you have not felt as the prophet describes: "Let the priests, the
mnisters of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and | et
them say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to
reproach."” "They that sowin tears shall reap in joy." "He that goeth
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless cone again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him' p. 167, Para. 1,
[220T1].

I was shown in what marked contrast, Bro. ----, has your course, in
your |abors, been with the requirenments of God's word. You have been
careless in your words, and in your deportment. The sheep have had the
burden to care for the shepherd, to warn, reprove, exhort, and weep
over the reckless course of their shepherd, who, by accepting his
of fice, acknow edges he is mouth-piece for God. Yet he cares far nore
for hinself than he does for the poor sheep. You have not felt a burden
for souls. You have not gone forth to your |abors weeping, and praying
for souls, that sinners m ght be converted. Had you done this, you
woul d be sowi ng seed which would spring up after nmany days, and bear
fruit to the glory of God. Wen there is no work you can do by the
fireside in conversation and prayer with fanmlies, you should then show
i ndustry and econony of time, and train yourself to bear
responsi bilities by useful enploynent. p. 168, Para. 1, [220T].

You and your wife mght have saved yourselves many ill turns and been
nore cheerful and happy, had you sought your ease |ess, and combi ned



physi cal |abor with your study. Your nuscles were nmade for use, not to
be inactive. God gave to Adam and Eve in Eden all that their wants
requi red, yet their Heavenly Father knew that they needed enpl oynent,
in order to retain their happiness. If you would exercise the nuscles
in laboring with your hands sone portion of each day, conbining |abor
with your study, your mnd would be better bal anced, your thoughts
woul d be of a nore pure and el evated character, and your sleep would be
nore natural and healthful. Your head would be | ess confused and stupid
because of congested brain. Your thoughts would be clearer upon sacred
truth, and your noral powers nore vigorous. You do not |ove |abor; but
it is for your good to have nore physical exercise daily, which wll

qui cken the sluggish blood to healthful activity, and will carry you
above discontent and infirmties. p. 168, Para. 2, [220T1].

You shoul d not neglect diligent study. You should pray for light from
God, that he would open to your understanding the treasures of his
word, that you may be thoroughly furnished unto all good works. You

will never be in a position where it is not necessary for you to watch
and pray earnestly in order to overcone your besetnents. Bro. ----, you
will need to guard yourself continually to keep self out of sight. You

have encouraged a habit of making yourself very prom nent. You dwel
upon your famly difficulties and your poor health. In short, yourself
has been the thene of your conversation, and has come in between you
and your Saviour. p. 169, Para. 1, [220T].

You shoul d forget self, and hide behind Jesus. Let the dear Saviour be
magni fi ed, but | ose sight of yourself. Wen you see and feel your
weakness, you will not see that there is anything in yourself worthy of
notice or remark. The people have not only been wearied, but disgusted,
with your prelimnaries before you present your subject. In every case,
when you speak to the people, where you nention your famly trials, you
| oner yourself in the estimation of the people, and suggest suspicions
that you are not all right. p. 170, Para. 1, [220T].

You have the exanple of mnisters who have exalted thensel ves, and who
have coveted praise fromthe people. They were petted and flattered by
the indiscreet, until they becane exalted and sel f-sufficient, and
trusted in their own wi sdom and made shipweck of faith. They thought
that they were so popular that they could take al nost any course, and
yet retain their popularity. Here has been your presunption. Wen the
deportnent of a mnister of Christ gives gossiping tongues facts as
subject matter to discuss, and their norality is seriously questioned,
they should not call this jealousy or slander. You should be cautious
how you encourage a habitual train of thought from which habits are
formed, that will prove your ruin. Mark those whose course you should
abhor, and then forbear to take the first step in the direction they
have traveled. p. 170, Para. 2, [220T].

You have been self-sufficient, blinded, and del uded by the devil, so
that you could not discern your weakness and many errors. "But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, tenperance; agai nst such there is no | aw
And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections
and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Let us not be desirous of vainglory, provoking one another, envying one
another." p. 171, Para. 1, [220T].



I was shown fields of |abor. Towns, cities, and villages, everywhere,
shoul d hear the nessage of warning; for all will be tested and proved
upon the nessage of present truth. A great work is to be done, but the
| aborers who enter these fields should be men of sound judgnment, who
know how to deal with minds. They should be nen of patience, kindness,
and courtesy, who have the fear of God before them p. 171, Para. 2,
[220T1].

You have frequently gained the confidence of the people, and then, if,
by your carel ess deportnment, or by sone injudicious noves, by severity,
or by an overbearing spirit, you lose their confidence, nore harmwil|
result to the cause of God than if no effort had been made. G eat
i njury has been done to the cause of God by mnisters noving from
i mpul se. Sone are easily stirred, and frequently becone irritated; and,
if abused, they retaliate. This is just what Satan exults to have them
do. The enemies of truth triunph over this weakness in a nminister of
Christ; for it is a reproach to the cause of present truth. Those who
show thi s weakness of character do not rightly represent the truth, or
the ministers of our faith. The indiscretion of one minister throws a
cl oud of suspicion upon all, and rmakes the | abors of those who foll ow
after them exceedingly difficult. p. 171, Para. 3, [220T].

Bro. ----, when you go out to engage in labor in a new field, you |love
to dwel |l upon the argunentative, because you have educated your nind
for this kind of |labor. But your |abors have not been one-tenth part as
val uabl e as they woul d have been, had you qualified yourself by
practical experience to give the people discourses upon practica
subj ects. You need to beconme a |l earner in the school of Christ, that
you may experience practical godliness. Wen you have the saving power
of truth in your own soul, you cannot forbear feeding the flock of God
with the same practical truths which have nade joyful in God your own
heart. Practical and doctrinal should be conmbined, in order to inpress
the hearts with the inportance of yielding to the clains of truth after
t he understanding is convinced by the wei ght of evidence. The servants
of Christ should imtate the exanple of the Master in the manner of
their | abor. They should constantly keep before the people in the best
manner to be conprehended by them the necessity of practica
godl i ness, bringing them as did our Saviour in his teachings, to see
t he necessity of religious principle and righteousness in their every-
day life. p. 172, Para. 1, [220T1].

The people are not fed by the mnisters of popular churches, and souls
are starving for food that will nourish and give spiritual life. p.
173, Para. 1, [220T].

Your life has not been marked with hunbl eness of mind and neekness of
deportnment. You love God in word, but not in deed and in truth. Your
dignity is easily hurt. p. 173, Para. 2, [220T].

M ni sters should feel the sanctification of the truth first upon their
own hearts and in their own lives, then their pulpit efforts will be
enforced by their exanple out of the desk. Mnisters need thenselves to
be softened and sanctified before God can in a special manner work with
their efforts. p. 173, Para. 3, [220T1].

You have let slip the golden opportunity to gather a harvest of souls,
because it was inpossible for God to work with your efforts; for your



heart was not right with him Your spirit was not pure before H m who
is the enmbodi nent of purity and holiness. If you regard iniquity in
your heart, the Lord will not hear your prayer. Qur God is a jeal ous
God. He knoweth the thoughts, and the imagination, and devices, of the
heart. Your have followed your own judgnent, and nade a sad failure
when you m ght have had success. There is, Bro. ----, too nuch at stake
in these efforts to do the work negligently or recklessly. Souls are
bei ng tested upon inportant, eternal truth, and what you may say or do
wi || have influence to bal ance the decisions they nake either for or
agai nst the truth. When you shoul d have been in humlity before God,

pl eading for himto work with your efforts, feeling the weight of the
cause and the value of souls, you have chosen the society of young

| adi es, regardless of the sacred work of God, and your office as a

m ni ster of the gospel of Christ. You were standing between the living
and the dead; yet you have engaged in |light and frivol ous conversation,
and jesting and joking. p. 173, Para. 4, [220T].

How can mini stering angels be round about you, and shed |ight upon
you, and inpart strength to you? When you should be seeking to find
ways and neans to enlighten the mnds of those in error and darkness,
you are pleasing yourself, and are too selfish to engage in a work you
have no inclination or love for. If our position is criticised by those
who are investigating, you have but little patience with them You give
them frequently a short, severe reply, as though they had no business
to search closely, but nust take all that is presented as truth,

Wi t hout investigating for thenselves. You have turned nany souls in
your mnisterial |abors away fromthe truth by your manner of treating
them You have not always been inpatient and unapproachabl e, but when
you feel like it, you will take time to answer questions candidly; but
frequently you are uncourteous and exacting. You are pettish and
irritable like a child. p. 174, Para. 1, [220T].

A conceal ed gol den wedge and a Babyl oni sh garnment troubled the entire
canp of Israel in bringing the frown of God upon the people because of
the sin of one man. Thousands were slain upon the battle field because
God woul d not bl ess and prosper a people where there was even one
si nner anopng them who transgressed his word. This sinner was not in
holy office, yet a jealous God could not go forth with the armn es of
Israel to battle with these concealed sins in their mdst. p. 175,
Para. 1, [220T1].

Not wi t hst andi ng the apostle's warning is before us, "Abstain fromall
appearance of evil," yet sone persisted in pursuing a course unbeconi ng
Christians. p. 175, Para. 2, [220T1].

God requires his people to be holy, to keep thensel ves separate from
t he works of darkness, to be pure in heart and life, and unspotted from
the world. The children of God by faith in Christ, are his chosen
peopl e; and when they stand upon the holy ground of Bible truth, they
will be saved fromfellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness.

p. 175, Para. 3, [220T1].

Bro. ----, you have stood directly in the way of the work of God. You
have brought great darkness and di scouragenent upon the cause of God.
You have been blinded by the devil. You have worked for synpathy, and
have obtained it. Had you stood in the light, you could have di scerned
t he power of Satan at work to deceive and destroy you. The children of



God do not eat and drink to please the appetite, but to preserve life
and strength to do their Master's will. They clothe thensel ves for
heal th, not for display or to keep pace wi th changing fashion. The
desire of the eye and the pride of |ife are banished fromtheir
war dr obes and fromtheir houses, fromprinciple. They will nmove from
godly sincerity, and their conversation will be el evated and heavenly.
p. 176, Para. 1, [220T1].

Bro. ----, God is very pitiful, for he understands our weakness and
our tenptations; and when we conme to himw th broken hearts and
contrite spirits, he accepts our repentance, and as we take hold of his
strength to make peace with him he promises that we shall make peace
with him Oh! what gratitude, what joy, should we feel that God is
merciful! p. 176, Para. 2, [220T].

You have failed to rely upon the strength of God. You have dwelt upon
yoursel f, and made yourself the theme of conversation and of your

t houghts. Your trials have been nmagnified to yourself and others, and
your mnd has been diverted fromthe truth, fromthe Pattern which we
are required to copy, to weak Bro. ----. p. 177, Para. 1, [220T].

When you shoul d have been feeling the worth of souls and seeking
opportunities to present the truth, to individuals when out of the
desk, you have not felt the responsibility devol ving upon a gospe
m ni ster. Jesus and righteousness were not your thenmes, and nmany
opportunities were |lost that mght, if inproved, have deci ded nore than
a score of souls to give all for Christ and the truth. But the burden
you would not lift. There was pastoral |abor involving a cross which
you woul d not engage in. p. 177, Para. 2, [220T].

I saw angels of God watching the inpressions you make and the fruits
you bear out of meeting, and your general influence upon believers and
unbelievers. | saw these angels vail their faces in sadness, and turn
fromyou reluctantly in sorrow. Frequently you were engaged in nmatters
of m nor consequence, and when you had efforts to make which required
the vigor of all your energies, clear thought and earnest prayer, you
foll owed your pleasure, your inclination, and trusted to your own
strength and wi sdomto nmeet, not nen alone, but principalities and
powers, Satan and his angels. This was doing the work of God
negligently, and placing the truth and cause of God in jeopardy,
periling the salvation of souls. p. 177, Para. 3, [220T].

An entire change nust take place with you before you can be intrusted
with the work of God. You should consider your life a solemm reality,
and that it is no idle dream As a watchman upon the walls of Zion, you
are answerable for the souls of the people. You should settle into CGod.
You nove without due consideration. You nove fromimpul se rather than
from principle. You have not felt the positive necessity of training
your mnd. You have not felt the necessity in your own case of
crucifying the old man with the affections and lusts. You need to be
bal anced by the weight of God's Spirit, that all your novements nmy be
regul ated by his Spirit. You are now uncertain in all you undertake.
You do and undo. You build up, and then you tear down. You kindle an
interest, and then fromlack of consecration and divine wi sdom you
guench it. You have not been strengthened, established, and settl ed.
You have had but little faith. You have not lived a life of prayer. You
have needed so nmuch to link your life with God, and then you will not



sow to the flesh and reap corruption in the end. p. 178, Para. 1
[220T1].

Jesting, joking, and worldly conversation belong to the world.
Christians who have the peace of God in their hearts, will be cheerfu
and happy without indulging in levity or frivolous talk. Wile watching
unto prayer, they will elevate them above all superfluities. The
nmystery of godliness, opened to the m nd of the nminister of Christ,
will raise himabove earthly and sensual enjoynents. He will be a
partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust. The comuni cati on open between God and his sou

will make himfruitful in the know edge of his will, and open before
hi mtreasures of practical subjects that he can present to the people,
which will not cause levity or the senblance of a smle, but wll

sol emmi ze the m nd, touch the heart, and arouse the noral sensibilities
to the sacred clains God has upon the affections and |life. Those who

| abor in word and doctrine should be nen of God, pure in heart and
life. p. 179, Para. 1, [220T].

You are in the greatest danger of bringing a reproach upon the cause
of God. Satan knows your weakness. Hi s angels comuni cate your weak
points to those who are deceived by his |ying wonders, and they are
al ready counting you as one of their nunmbers. Satan exults to have you
pursue an unw se course, because you place yourself upon his ground,
and give himadvantage over you. Satan well knows that the indiscretion
of men who advocate the law of God will turn souls fromthe truth. You
have not taken upon your soul the burden of the work, and | abored
carefully and earnestly in private to favorably inpress mnds in regard
to the truth. You frequently make yourself enem es by your abrupt
manners. You too frequently becone inpatient, irritable, and childish.
Unl ess you are on your guard, you prejudice souls against the truth.

Unl ess you are a transformed man, and will carry out in your life the
principles of the sacred truths you present in the desk, your |abors
will anpunt to but little. You have a weight of responsibility resting

upon you. It is the watchman's duty to ever be at his post, watching
for souls as they that nmust give an account. If your mind is diverted
fromthe great work, if unholy thoughts fill the mind, if selfish plans
and projects rob of sleep, and in consequence the nental and physica
strength is | essened, you sin against your own soul and agai nst God.
Your discernnent is blunted, and sacred things are placed upon a | eve
with common. God is dishonored, his cause reproached. The good work you
m ght have done had you made God your trust is marred. Had you
preserved the vigor of your powers to put the strength of your brain
and entire being in the inportant work of God wi thout reserve, you
woul d have realized a much greater work, and it woul d have been nore
perfectly done. p. 179, Para. 2, [220T].

Your | abors have been defective. A master workman engages his men to
do for hima very nice and val uabl e job, which requires study and nuch
careful thought. They know as they agree to do the work that, in order
to acconplish the task aright, all their faculties need to be aroused
and in the very best condition to put forth their best efforts. But one
man of the conpany is ruled by perverse appetite. He |oves strong
drink. Day after day he gratifies his desire for stinulus; and while
under the influence of this stinulus, the brain is clouded, the nerves
weakened, and his hands are unsteady. He continues his |abor day after
day, and nearly ruins the job intrusted to him That man forfeited his



wages, and did alnost irreparable injury to his enployer. He has,

t hrough his unfaithful ness, |ost the confidence of his nmaster, as wel
as his fell owworkmen. He was intrusted with a great responsibility;
and, in accepting this trust, he acknow edged that he was conpetent to
do the work according to the directions given by his enployer. But
through his own | ove of self, the appetite was indul ged and the
consequences risked. p. 181, Para. 1, [220T].

Your case, Bro. ----, has been simliar to this. The accountability of
a mnister of Christ, warning the world of a com ng Judgnment, is as
much nore inportant as eternal things are of nore consequence than
temporal. If the nminister of the gospel yields to his inclination
rather than to be guided by duty, if he indulges self at the expense of
spiritual strength, and as the result noves indiscreetly, souls wll,
in the Judgnent, arise up to condem himfor his unfaithful ness. The
bl ood of souls is found in his garnents. It nay seemto the
unconsecrated mnister a small thing to be fitful, inpulsive, and
unconsecrated; to build up, and then to tear down; to dishearten
di stress, and di scourage, the very souls that the truth he has
presented has converted. It is a sad thing to | ose the confidence of
the very ones he has been | aboring to save. The result of an unw se
course pursued by the mnister, will never be fully understood unti
the mnister sees as God seeth. p. 181, Para. 2, [220T].

A Letter. p. 182, Para. 1, [220T].

Bro. ----, | was shown, Decenber 10, 1871, that there were serious
defects in your character which, unless seen and overconme, wll prove
your ruin; and you will not only be weighed in the bal ances of the

sanctuary, and found wanting yourself, but your influence wll
determ ne the destiny of others. You are either gathering with Chri st
or scattering abroad. p. 182, Para. 2, [220T].

I was shown that you have a deeply rooted |ove for the world. The | ove
of noney is the root of all evil. You flatter yourself that you are
about right, when you are not. God seeth not as nman seeth. He | ooks at
the heart. His ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts.
Your great care and anxiety is to acquire nmeans. This absorbing passion
has been increasing upon you until it is overbal ancing your |ove of the
truth. Your soul is being corrupted through your |Iove of nobney. Your
| ove for the truth and the advancenent of the cause of truth is very
weak. Your earthly treasures claimand hold your affections. p. 182,
Para. 3, [220T1].

You have a know edge of the truth; you are not ignorant of the clains
of Scripture; you know your Master's will, for he has plainly reveal ed
it. But your heart is not inclined to follow the |ight which shines
upon your pathway. You have a | arge neasure of self-conceit. Your |ove
for yourself is greater than your |ove for the cause of present truth.

Your sel f-confidence and your self-sufficiency will certainly prove
your ruin, unless you can see your weakness, your errors, and reform
You are arbitrary. You have a set will of your own to maintain, and

al t hough t he opinions of others nay be correct, and your judgnent
wrong, yet you are not the nman to yield. You hold firmy to your
advanced opinion, irrespective of the judgment of others. | wi sh you
coul d see the danger of pursuing the course you have. |If your eyes
could be enlightened by the Spirit of God, you would see these things



clearly. Your wife loves the truth, and she is a practical woman, and a
woman of principle. You do not appreciate the value of your w fe. She
has worked hard for the mutual good of the fam |y, and you have not

gi ven her your confidence. You have not counseled with her as was your
duty. You keep your matters very much to yourself. You do not love to
open your heart to your wife, and | et her know your exercises of mnd,
and your real faith and feelings. You are secretive. Your wi fe does not
hol d the honored place in your famly that she deserves, and that she
is capable of filling. p. 183, Para. 1, [220T].

You feel that your wife should not interfere with your arrangenents
and plans, and you too frequently set your will and plans of operation
in opposition to those of your wife. You act as though your wife's
identity should be submerged in you. You are not satisfied to have her
act as though she had an individuality, and an identity of her own. God
hol ds her accountable for her individuality. You cannot save her. She
cannot save you. She has a conscience of her own which she nust be
gui ded by. You are too willing to be conscience for your wife, and,
sometines, for your children. God has clainms upon your wife higher than
you can have. She must form a character for herself, and she is
accountable to God for the character she develops. p. 184, Para. 1
[220T1].

You have a character to form and you are accountable to God for the
character you devel op. You have a controlling influence, a dictatoria
spirit, which is not in accordance with the will of God. You nmust cease
to be so exacting. You have prided yourself upon your fine taste and
organi zati on. You have nice ideas, but you have not carried this exact
and fine perception in your character, or in your deportment. You have
failed to perfect a synmetrical character. You have good ideas of order
and arrangenent, but all these nice qualities of the m nd have becone
bl unted by being perverted. You have not conplied with the conditions
laid down in the word of God for becoming a son of God. All the
prom ses of God are upon conditions. "Cone out from anobng them and be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and
will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be ny
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al mighty. Having these prom ses,
dearly bel oved, let us cleanse ourselves fromall filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." This
experience you have to obtain. You love to get into the conmpany of
unbel i evers, and hear themtal k, and tal k yourself. Jesus could not be
glorified with your conversation; and if you had the spirit of Jesus,
you could not have been so nuch in the society of those who had no | ove
for the truth of God. p. 184, Para. 2, [220T].

You have felt that there were hindrances to your children beconi ng
Christians. You have felt that others were to blane. But do not deceive
yourself in regard to this matter. Your influence as a father has been
sufficient, if there was nothing else to hinder, to stand in their way.
Your exanple and your conversati on have been of that character that
your children could not believe that your course was consistent with
your profession. Your conversation with unbelievers has been so |ight--
jesting, joking, and of a |low order--that your influence could never
el evate them Your deal with others has not always been strictly
honest. You have not loved God with all your heart, mnd, and strength,
and your nei ghbor as yourself. You would, if in your power, advantage
yoursel f at your neighbor's disadvantage. Every dollar which cones to



you in this manner will carry with it a curse which you will fee
sooner or |ater. God marks; he does not pass over one act of injustice,
be it done to believer or unbeliever. Your disposition of
acquisitiveness is to you a snare. Your deal with your fell ow nen
cannot endure the test of the Judgnent. p. 185, Para. 1, [220T].

Your Christian character is spotted with avarice. These spots will
have to be renoved, or you will |lose eternal life. W each have a work
to do for the Master. We each have talents to i nprove. The hunbl est and
poorest of the disciples of Jesus can be a blessing to others. They may
not realize that they are doing any special good, but they may start
waves of blessing by their unconscious influence, which shall deepen
and wi den, and they never know the happy result of their words and
consi stent deportment, until the final distribution of the rewards.
They did not feel or know that they were doing anything great. They
were not required to weary thenselves with anxieties about success.
They had only to go forward, not with many words, and vain gl orying,
and boasting, but quietly, faithfully doing the work which God's

provi dence assigned to them They will not lose their reward. Thus will
it be in your case. The nenorial of your life will be witten in the
book of records; and, if you are finally an overcomer, there will be

soul s saved through your efforts, by your self-denial, your good works,
and consistent Christian life. And in the final distribution of rewards
to all as their works have been, redeened souls will call you bl essed,
and the Master will say "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord." p. 186, Para. 1, [220T].

The world indeed is full of hurry, of pride, of selfishness, avarice
and violence, and it may seemto us that it is a waste of tinme and
breath to be ever in season and out of season, on all occasions to hold
ourselves in readi ness to speak words that are gentle, right, pure,
el evating, chaste and holy, in the face of the whirlw nd of confusion
and bustle, and strife. And yet words fitly spoken, coming from
sanctified hearts and |ips, sustained by a godly consistent Christian
deportnment, will be as apples of gold in pictures of silver. You have
been as one of the vain tal kers, and have appeared as one of the world.
In your words and actions you have been carel ess, and sometines
reckl ess in your conversation, and have | owered yourself as a Christian
in the opinion of unbelievers. You have sonetinmes spoken of the truth;
but your words have not borne that serious, anxious interest that would
affect the heart. They have been acconpanied with light trivia
remar ks, that would |lead those with whom you converse to decide that
your faith was not genuine, and that you did not believe the truths you
profess. Wrds in favor of the truth, spoken in the cal mself-
possession of a right purpose, and froma pure heart, will do rmuch to
di sarm opposition and win souls. A harsh, selfish, denunciatory spirit,
will only drive farther fromthe truth and awaken a spirit of
opposition. p. 187, Para. 1, [220Tl].

You are not to wait for great occasions, or to expect extraordinary
abilities before you work in earnest for God. You need not have a

t hought of what the world will think of you. If your intercourse with
them and your godly conversation, are a living testinony to them of
your purity, and sincerity of faith, and they are convinced that you
desire to benefit them your words will not be wholly [ ost upon them
but will be productive of good. p. 187, Para. 2, [220T].



The servant of Jesus Christ, in any departnment of the Christian
service, by precept and by exanple, will have a saving influence upon
others. The good seed sown may lie in a worldly, cold, and selfish
heart for some tinme without evidencing that it has taken root; but
frequently the Spirit of God operates upon that heart, and waters it
with the dew of heaven, and the |ong-hidden seed springs up and finally
bears fruit to the glory of God. We know not in our |ifework which
shall prosper, this or that. These are not questions for us poor
nortals to settle. We are to do our work, leaving the result with CGod.
If you were ignorant, and in darkness, you would not be as guilty. But
you have had great |ight. You have heard much truth, but you are not a
doer of the word. p. 188, Para. 1, [220T].

Christ's life is the pattern for us all. H's exanple of self-denial
self-sacrifice and disinterested benevolence, is for us to follow The
entire life of Christ is an infinite denpbnstration of his great |ove
and condescension to save sinful man. Love one another, as | have |oved
you, says Christ. How will our life of self-denial, and sacrifice, and
benevol ence, bear conparison with the |life of Christ. "Ye are" says
Christ, addressing his disciples, "the light of the world." "Ye are the
salt of the earth.” If this is our privilege, and also our duty, and we
are bodi es of darkness and of unbelief, what a fearful responsibility
we assunme. W may be channels of light or of darkness. If we have
negl ected to inprove the |ight God has given us, and have failed to
advance in know edge and true holiness as the |light has directed the
way, we are guilty, and in darkness according to the light and truth we
have negl ected to inprove. In these days of iniquity and peril, the
character and works of professed Christians will not generally bear the
test, nor endure the exposure, when exanined by the light that now
shi nes upon them There is no concord between Christ and Belial. There
i's no comruni on between |ight and darkness. How then can the spirit of
Christ and the spirit of the world be in harnmony? The Lord our God is a
jealous God. He requires the sincere affection and unreserved
confidence of those who profess to love him Says the psalmist, "If |
regard iniquity in ny heart, the Lord will not hear nme." p. 188, Para.
2, [220T1].

You have stood directly in the way of the salvation of your children
You lay their indifference to religious things to other causes than the
true. Your exanple is a stunbling-block to your children. They know by
your fruits, by your words and works, that you do not believe in the
near com ng of Christ, and of the shortness of tinme. They take great
sati sfacti on when you drive a sharp bargain. They think father is keen
in a trade, and that nobody can get the better of you. They are
following in your footsteps. Faith without works is dead, being al one.
Money has given you power, and you have used that power to take
advant age of the necessities of others. Your speculations in your
busi ness |ife have not been honest. You have not been just with your
fell ow nmen. You have, by your trades, sacrificed your reputation as a
Christian, and as an honest nen. Means that cane into your possession
by fair trading, did not come fast enough to satisfy your thirst for
gain, and you have frequently nade the poor nman's burdens heavier, by
t aki ng advantage of his necessity to increase your property. Look
carefully, Bro. ----. You are naking fearful |osses for earthly gain.
You are losing manly integrity and heavenly virtue, in the hour of
temptation. Is this gain? or |oss? Are you richer or poorer for al
such increase? To you it is a fearful loss, for it takes just so nuch



fromthe treasure you m ght have been accurul ating in Heaven. p. 189,
Para. 1, [220T1].

Every opportunity to help a brother in need, or to aid the cause of
God in the spread of the truth, is a pearl that you can send beforehand
and deposit in the bank of Heaven for safe keeping. God is testing you.
He is proving you. God has been giving his blessings to you with a
| avi sh hand, and is now watching to see what use you are naki ng of
them If you help those who need help, if you feel the worth of souls
and do what you can with the nmeans God has intrusted to you, every
opportunity inproved adds to your heavenly treasure. But |ove of self
has |l ed you to prefer earthly possessions to the sacrifice of the
heavenly. You choose the treasures that noth and rust doth corrupt to
the treasures enduring as eternity. The gem of tender conpassion, and
to bless others, is offered to your acceptance, but your eyes are so
bl i nded by the god of this world you cannot discern the bl essings of

doi ng good, of being rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing
to communi cate, laying up for yourself a good foundati on against the
time to cone, that you may lay hold on eternal life. You are negl ecting

to avail yourself of precious opportunities to secure the heavenly
treasure, at the peril of your soul. Are you really richer for your
penuriousness and cl ose managing? God is proving you. It is for you to
deternm ne whether you will conme out gold or val uel ess dross. Should
your probation close tonight, how stands your |ife-record? Not a dollar
could you take with you of what you have gai ned. The curse of every
unjust act will attend you. Your sharpness in trade when viewed in the
mrror that God will present before you, will not lead to self-
congratul ation. Covetousness is idolatry. p. 190, Para. 1, [220T].

Your only hope is to hunble your heart before God. "For what shall it
profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and | ose his own soul ? or
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" | entreat of you, Do
not close your eyes to your danger. Do not be blind to the higher
interests of the soul, to the blessed and gl ori ous prospects of the
better |ife. The anxious, burdened gai n-seekers of this world are blind
and insane. They turn formthe immortal, inperishable treasure to this
world. The glitter and tinsel of this world captivate their senses, and
eternal things are not valued. They | abor for that which satisfieth
not. They spend their noney for that which is not bread, when Jesus
of fers them peace, and hope, and infinite blessings, for a life of
obedi ence. All the treasures of the earth would not be rich enough to
buy these precious gifts. Yet many are insane, and turn fromthe
heavenly inducenent. Christ will keep the nanmes of all who count no
sacrifice too costly to be offered upon the altar of faith and love to
him He sacrificed all for fallen humanity. The nanmes of the obedient,
self-sacrificing, and faithful, shall be engraved upon the palms of his

hands, and they will not be spued fromhis nmouth, but taken in his
lips, and he will especially plead in their behalf before the Father
They will be renmenbered. When the selfish and proud are forgotten

their nanes shall be inmmortalized. In order to be happy ourselves, we
nmust |live to nake others happy. Better is it for us to yield our
possessions, talents, and affections, in grateful devotion to Christ,
and in that way find happi ness here, and i mortal glory hereafter. p.
191, Para. 1, [220T].

The [ ong night of watching, of toil, and hardship, is nearly past.
Christ is soon to cone. Get ready. The angels of God are seeking to



attract you fromyourself, and fromearthly things. Let them not |abor
in vain. Faith, living faith, you want; faith that works by |ove and
purifies the soul. Renenber Calvary, the infinite and awful sacrifice
there made for man. Jesus now invites you to make hi myour strength and
everlasting friend. E G W p. 192, Para. 1, [220T1].



