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Dear Brethren and Sisters: | feel conpelled at this time to fulfill a
| ong- negl ected duty. p. 3, Para. 2, [210T].

Previ ous to my husband's dangerous and protracted illness, he
performed, for years, nmore |abor than two nen shoul d have done in the
same time. He could not see any period where he could be relieved from
the pressure of care, and obtain nental and physical rest. My husband
was warned by testinony of his danger. | was shown that he was doing
too nuch brain labor. I will here copy a witten testinony, given as
far back as Aug. 26, 1855: p. 3, Para. 3, [210T].

"l was shown while at Paris, Miine, that ny husband's health was in a
critical condition, and that his anxiety of mnd had been too nuch for
his strength. When the present truth was first published, he put forth
great exertion, and | abored with but little encouragenent and help from
his brethren. Fromthe first, he has taken burdens upon hi m which were
too taxing for his physical strength. p. 3, Para. 4, [210T].

"These burdens, if equally shared, need not have been so wearing.
VWil e ny husband took much responsibility, sone of his brethren in the
mnistry were not willing to take any. And those who shunned
responsi bilities and burdens did not realize his burdens, and were not
as interested in the advancenent of the work and cause of God as they
shoul d have been. My husband felt this |ack, and laid his shoul der
under burdens that were too heavy, and they nearly crushed him As the
result of these extra efforts, nore souls will be saved. But it is
these efforts that have told upon his constitution and deprived hi m of
strength. | have been shown that ny husband should | ay aside his
anxiety in a great nmeasure; for God is willing he should be rel eased
fromsuch wearing | abor, and that he should devote nore time to the
study of the Scriptures, and in the society of his children, seeking to
cultivate their mnds. p. 4, Para. 1, [210T1].

"I saw that it was not our duty to perplex ourselves with individua
trials. Such nmental |abor endured for others' wongs shoul d be avoi ded.
My husband can now | abor with all his energies, as he has done, and as
the result go down to the grave, and his | abors be Iost to the cause of
God; or he can now be rel eased while he has sone strength left, and
| ast longer, and his | abors be nore efficient.” p. 4, Para. 2, [210T].

I will copy froma testinony given in 1859: "In ny last vision, | was
shown that the Lord would have ny husband give hinself nore to the
study of the Scriptures that he might be better qualified to |abor
effectually in word and doctrine, both by speaking and witing. p. 5,
Para. 1, [210T1].

"I was shown that we had, in the past, exhausted our energies through



much anxi ety and care to bring the church up in a right position. Such
wearing | abor in various places, bearing the burdens of the church, is
not required; for the church should bear their own burdens. Qur work
was to instruct themin God's word, pressing upon themthe necessity of
experinental religion, defining as clearly as possible the correct
position in regard to the truth. God woul d have us raise our voices in
the great congregation upon points of present truth, which are of vita
i mportance. These should be presented with clearness, and with

deci sion, and should also be witten out, that the silent nessengers
may bring it before people everywhere. p. 5, Para. 2, [210T].

"I have been shown that there is required of us a nmore thorough
consecration on our part to the essential work, and we must be earnest
tolive in the light of God's countenance. If our mnds were |ess
exercised with the trials of the church, they would be nore free to be
exerci sed upon Bi bl e subjects; and a closer application to Bible truth
will accustomthe mind to run in that channel, and we shall be better
qualified for the inmportant work devol ving upon us. p. 5, Para. 3,
[210T].

"I was shown that God did not |ay upon us such heavy burdens as we
have borne in the past. W have a duty to talk to the church, and show
them the necessity of their working for thenselves. The church have
been carried too nuch. p. 6, Para. 1, [210T1].

"I was shown the reason why we should not be required to take upon
oursel ves heavy burdens, and engage in perplexing |abor. The Lord has
wor k of another character for us to perform He would not have us
exhaust our physical and nmental energies, but they should be held in
reserve, that upon special occasions, whenever help was actually
needed, our voices could be heard. p. 6, Para. 2, [210T].

"I saw that inportant noves would be made that woul d demand our

i nfluence to | ead out. Influences would arise, errors would
occasionally be brought into the church, and then our influence would
be required. But if exhausted by previous | abors, we would not possess
that cal mjudgnent, discretion, and self-control, for the inportant
occasion in which God would have us act a prominent part. p. 6, Para.
3, [210rT1].

"Qur efforts have been crippled by Satan's affecting the church to
call forth fromus al nost double |abor to cut our way through the
dar kness and unbelief. These efforts to set things in order in the
churches have exhausted our strength. Lassitude and debility have
followed. p. 6, Para. 4, [210T].

"I saw that we had a work to do, and the adversary of souls would
resist every effort that we m ght attenpt to nmake. The people may be in
a state of backsliding, so that God cannot bless them and this will be
di shearteni ng; but we should not be discouraged. W should do our duty
in presenting the light, and | eave the responsibility with the people.”
p. 7, Para. 1, [210T1].

I will here copy from another testinony, witten June 6, 1863: "I was
shown that our testinony was still needed in the church, and that we
shoul d | abor to save ourselves trials and cares, and that we should
preserve a devotional frame of mind. It is duty for those in the Ofice



to tax their brains nore, and my husband to tax his less. Mich tinme is
spent by hi mupon various matters which confuse and weary his nind, and
unfit himfor study, or for witing, and hinder his |ight from shining
in the Review as it should. p. 7, Para. 2, [210T].

"I saw that my husband's m nd should not be crowded and overtaxed. His
m nd nust have rest, and he be left free to wite and attend to matters
whi ch others cannot do. Those engaged in the Ofice can lift fromhima
great weight of care if they would dedicate thenselves to God, and fee
a deep interest in the work. No selfish feelings should exist anong
those who | abor in the Office. It is the work of God in which they are
engaged, and they are accountable to God for the notives and manner in
which this branch of his work is perforned. They are required to
discipline their mnds, and to bring their m nds to task. Forgetful ness
is sin. Many feel that no blame should be attached to forgetful ness.
There is a great mstake here; and this |leads to nmany bl unders, and
much di sorder, and nany wongs. The m nd nust be tasked. Things that
shoul d be done should not be forgotten. The m nd nmust be disciplined
until it will remenber. p. 7, Para. 3, [210T].

"My husband has had nuch care, and he has done many things which

ot hers ought to have done, fearing they would, in their heedl essness,
make m stakes which would involve | osses not easily renedied. This has
been a great perplexity to his mnd. Those who labor in the Ofice
shoul d | earn. They should study, and practice, and exercise their own
brains; for they have this branch of business alone, while ny husband
has the responsibility of many departnments of the work. |If the worknen
make a failure, they should feel that it rests upon themto repair
damages fromtheir own purses, and not allow the Ofice to suffer |oss
t hrough their carel essness. They should not cease to bear
responsibilities, but should try again, avoiding their fornmer m stakes.
In this way they would learn to take that care which the word of God
ever requires, and then they will do no nore than their duty. p. 8,
Para. 1, [210T1].

"I was shown that ny husband should take tine to do those things which
his judgnent tells himwould preserve his health. He has thought that
he must throw of f the burdens and responsibilities which were upon him
and | eave the Ofice, or his mnd would become a wreck. I was shown
that when the Lord released himfromhis position, he would give him
just as clear evidence of his release as he gave himwhen he laid the
burden of the work upon him But he has borne too many burdens, and
those laboring with himat the Ofice, and his ninistering brethren
al so, have been too willing that he should bear them They have, as a
general thing, stood back from bearing burdens, and have synpathi zed
with those that were nurmuring against him and left my husband to
stand al one whil e he was bowed down beneath censure, until God has
vi ndi cated his own cause. If they had taken their share of the burdens,
he woul d have been relieved. p. 9, Para. 1, [210T].

"I saw that now God required us to take special care of the health he
has given us; for our work was not yet done. Qur testinony nust stil

be borne, and woul d have influence. | saw we should both preserve our
strength to | abor in the cause of God when it is needed. We should be
careful of our strength, and not take upon ourselves burdens that
ot hers can, and should, bear. W should encourage a cheerful, hopeful
peaceful frame of mnd; for our health depends upon our doing this. The



work God requires of us will not prevent our caring for our health,
that we may recover the effect of overtaxing |abor. The nore perfect
our health, the nore perfect will be our |abor. When we overtax our
strength, and overl abor, and becone exhausted, then we are |liable to
take colds, and are at such tinmes in danger of di sease assuming a
dangerous form W nust not |eave the care of ourselves with God, when
he has left the responsibilities upon us." p. 10, Para. 1, [210T].

Oct. 25, 1869, while at Adanms Center, | was shown that sone ministers
anong us fail to bear all the responsibility God woul d have them Their
lack throws extra | abor upon those who are burden-bearers, especially
upon ny husband. There is a failure in mnisters noving out and
venturing sonething in the cause and work of God. |nportant decisions
are to be made, and, as the end cannot, by nortal man, be seen fromthe
begi nning, there is a shrinking fromventuring and advanci ng as the
provi dence of God | eads. Some one nust advance. Some one nust venture
in the fear of God, trusting the result with him Those m nisters who
shun this part of the | abor are |osing nuch. They are failing to obtain
t he experience God designed they should have, to make them efficient,
strong men that can be relied upon in any energency. p. 10, Para. 2,
[210T].

Bro. ----, you shrink fromrunning risks. You are not willing to
venture when you cannot see the way all clear. Yet sonme one nust do
this very work, and nove by faith, or no advance noves woul d be nade,
and nothing woul d be acconplished. Your fear |est you shall nake
nm st akes, and m snoves, and then be bl anmed, binds you. You should nove
according to your best judgnment, trusting the result with God. Some one
must do this, and it is a trying position for any one. One should not
bear all this responsibility alone. This burden, with much reflection
and earnest prayer, should be equally shared. You excuse yourself from
taki ng responsibility because you have nade sone mistakes in the past.
p. 11, Para. 1, [210T].

During ny husband's affliction, the Lord proved, tested, and tried,
his people, to reveal what was in their hearts; and, in thus doing,
showed to them what was undi scovered in themthat was not according to
the Spirit of God. The trying circunstances under which we were placed
called out that fromour brethren which otherw se would never have been
reveal ed. The Lord proved to his people that the wi sdomof man is
foolishness, and that their plans and cal cul ati ons, w thout thorough
trust and reliance upon God, would prove a failure. W are to |earn
fromall these things. If errors are conmtted, they should teach and
i nstruct, but not lead to shunning of burdens and responsibilities.
Where nuch is at stake, and where matters of vital consequence are to
be entered into, and inportant questions settled, God' s servants should
take individual responsibilities. They cannot |lay off the burden, and
yet do the will of God. Some nministers are deficient in the
qualification necessary to build up the churches, and they are not
willing to wear in the cause of God. They have not a disposition to
gi ve thenselves wholly to the work, with their interest undivided,
their zeal unabated, their patience and perseverance untiring. Wth
these qualifications in lively exercise, the churches will be kept in
order, and ny husband's |abors will not be so heavy. It is not
constantly borne in mnd by all mnisters that the | abor of all nust
bear the inspection of the Judgment, and every man be rewarded as his
wor ks have been. p. 11, Para. 2, [210T].



Bro. ---, you have a responsibility to bear in regard to the Health
Institute. You should ponder, you should reflect. Frequently the tinme
you occupy in reading is the very best time for you to reflect, and
study what nust be done to set things in order at the Health Institute
and at the Ofice. My husband takes on these burdens because he sees
that the work for these institutions nust be done by sone one. As
others would not | ead out, he stepped into the gap and supplied the
deficiency. p. 13, Para. 1, [210T1].

God has cautioned and warned ny husband in regard to the preservation
of his strength. | was shown that he was raised up by the Lord, and
that he lives as a mracle of nercy--not for the purpose of gathering
t he burdens upon him again under which he has once fallen, but that the
peopl e of God mi ght be benefited with his experience in advancing the
general interests of the cause and in connection with the work he has
given nme, and the burden he has laid upon me to bear. p. 13, Para. 2,
[210T].

Bro. ----, great care should be exercised by you, especially at Battle
Creek. In visiting, your conversation should be upon the nost inportant
matters. Great care should be exercised to back up precept by exanple.
This is an inportant post, which will require |abor, and while you are
here, you should take tinme to ponder the many things which need to be
done, which require solem reflection, careful attention, and nost
earnest, faithful prayer. You should feel as strong an interest in the
things relating to the cause and burden of the work at the Health
Institute, and the O fice of publication, as my husband, and feel that
the work is yours. You cannot do the work God has especially qualified
ny husband to do, neither can he do the work God has especially
qualified you to do. Yet both of you together, united in harnonious
| abor, can acconplish rmuch, you, in the office, and my husband, in his.
p. 13, Para. 3, [210T].

The work in which we have a nmutual interest is great, and efficient,
wi | 1'ing, burden-bearing |aborers are very few indeed. God will give you
strength, ny brother, if you will nove forward and wait upon him He
will give ny husband and myself strength in our united |abor, if we do
all to his glory, according to our ability and strength to | abor. You
shoul d be | ocated where you woul d have a nore favorabl e opportunity to
exercise your gift according to the ability God has given you. You
shoul d | ean your whol e wei ght upon God, and give him an opportunity to
teach, lead, and inpress you. You feel a deep interest in the work and
cause of God, and you should look to God for guidance and light. He
will give it you. But, as an anmbassador of Christ, you are required to
be faithful, to correct wong in | ove, and nmeekness, and your efforts
will not prove unavailing. p. 14, Para. 1, [210T].

Since ny husband has recovered from his feebl eness, we have | abored
earnestly. We have not consulted our ease or our pleasure. W have
travel ed, and | abored in canp-neetings, and overtaxed our strength, so
that it has brought upon us debility, w thout the advantages of rest.
During the year 1870, we attended twel ve canp-neetings. In a nunber of
these neetings, the burden of |abor rested al nost wholly upon ny
husband and nyself. We traveled from M nnesota to Maine, and to
M ssouri and Kansas. p. 15, Para. 1, [210T].



My husband and nyself united our efforts to inprove the Reforner, and
make it interesting and profitable, that it should be desired, not only
by our people, but by all classes. This was a severe tax upon mny
husband. He al so made very inportant inprovenents in the Review and
I nstructor. He acconplished the work which shoul d have been shared by
three nen. And while all this |abor fell upon him in the publishing
departnent, the business departnent at the Health Institute and at the
Publ i shing Association required the | abor of two men to relieve them of
financi al enmbarrassnments. p. 15, Para. 2, [210T].

Unf ai t hful men who had been entrusted with the work at the Office and
the Institute, had, through selfishness and |ack of consecration

pl aced matters in the worst condition possible. There was unsettl ed
busi ness that had to be settled. My husband stepped into the gap, and
worked with all his energies. He was wearing. W could see that he was
i n danger; but how he could stop, we could not tell, unless the work in
the O fice should cease. Al npbst every day sone new perplexity would
arise, sone new matter of difficulty, caused by the unfaithful ness of
the nmen who had taken charge of the work. His brain was taxed to the
utmost, until the worst perplexities are now overcone, and the work is
nmovi ng on prosperously. p. 16, Para. 1, [210T].

At the CGeneral Conference, ny husband plead to be rel eased fromthe
burdens upon hinm but notw thstanding his pleading, the burden of
editing of Review and Refornmer was placed upon him w th encouragenent
that nmen, who would take responsibilities and burdens, would be
encouraged to settle at Battle Creek. But as yet no help has come to ny
husband to Iift from himthe burdens of the financial work at the
O fice of publication. p. 16, Para. 2, [210T].

My husband is fast wearing. W attended the four canp-neetings west.
Qur brethren are urging our attending the canp-neetings east. But we
dare not take additional burdens upon us. We cane fromthe | abor of
canp- neetings west, in July, 1871, to find a | arge amount of business
that had been left to accunmulate in nmy husband's absence. W have seen
no opportunity for rest yet. My husband nust be released fromthe
burdens upon him There are too many that use his brain in the place of
using their own. In view of the |ight which God has been pleased to
gi ve us, we plead for you, ny brethren, to release ny husband. | am not
willing to venture the consequences of his going forward and | abori ng
as he has done. He served you faithfully and unselfishly for years, and
finally fell under the pressure of the burdens placed upon him Then
his brethren, in whom he confided, left him They let himdrop into ny
hands, and forsook him | was his nurse, his attendant, and physician
for nearly two years. | do not wish to pass through the experience a
second time. Brethren, will you lift the burdens fromus, and allow us
to preserve our strength as God woul d have us, that the cause at |arge
may be benefited with the efforts we may nmake in his strength? O wll
you | eave us to beconme debilitated so that we will beconme useless to
the cause? p. 17, Para. 1, [210T].

The foregoing portion of this appeal was read at the New Hanpshire
Canp- neeting, August, 1871. p. 18, Para. 1, [210T].

When we returned from Kansas in the autum of 1870, Bro. ---- was at
home sick with fever. Sister Van Horn, at this very tinme, was absent
fromthe Ofice in consequence of fever brought upon her by the sudden



death of her mother. Bro. Smith was also fromthe O fice in Rochester
N. Y., recovering froma fever. There was a great anount of unfinished
work at the Office; yet Bro. ---- left his post of duty to gratify his
own pleasure. This fact in Bro. ----'"s experience is a sanple of the
man. Sacred duties rest lightly upon him p. 18, Para. 2, [210T].

It was a great breach of the trust reposed in himto pursue the course
he did. In what marked contrast to this is the |ife of Christ our
pattern. He was the Son of Jehovah, and the author of our salvation. He
| abored and suffered for us. He denied hinself, and his whole |ife was
one continued scene of toil and privation. He could, had he chosen so
to do, passed his days in a world of his own creating, in ease and
plenty, and clained for hinmself all the pleasures and enjoynent the
world could give him But he did not consider his own conveni ence. He
lived not to appropriate pleasure to hinself, but to do good and | avish
hi s bl essings upon others. p. 18, Para. 3, [210T].

Bro. ---- was sick with fever. His case was critical. In justice to
the cause of God, | feel conpelled to state that Bro. unwearied
devotion to the interests of the Office. Inprudent exposure on a trip
to Chicago, for his own pleasure, was the cause of his |ong, tedious,
suffering sickness. God did not sustain himin | eaving the work, when
so many were absent who had filled inportant positions in the Ofice.
At the very tinme when he should not have excused hinself for an hour
he left his post of duty. And God did not sustain him There was no
period of rest for us however nmuch we mght need it. The Review, the
Reformer, and Instructor, nust be edited. Very many letters had been
| aid aside until we should return to exanmi ne them Things were in a sad
state at the Ofice. Everything needed to be set in order. p. 19,
Para. 1, [210T1].

My husband commenced his | abor, and | hel ped himwhat | could; but
that was but little. He | abored unceasingly to straighten out
per pl exi ng busi ness matters, and to i nprove the condition of our
periodi cals. He could not depend upon help fromany of his ninistering
brethren. His head, heart, and hands, were full. He was not encouraged
by Brn. ---- and ---- when they knew he was standi ng under the burdens
at Battle Creek alone. They did not stay up his hands. They wrote in a
nost di scouragi ng manner of their poor health, and being in so
exhausted a condition that they could not be depended on to acconplish
any |labor. My husband saw that nothing could be hoped for in that
direction. And notwi thstandi ng his double |abor through the sumrer, he
could not rest. He reined hinself up to do the work others had
negl ected, irrespective of his weakness. p. sickness was not the
result of, Para. 1, [210T1].

The Reformer was about dead. Bro. ---- had urged the extrene positions
of Dr. Thrall, which had influenced the doctor to come out in the

Ref ormer stronger than he otherw se woul d have done, in discarding

m |k, sugar, and salt. The position to |l eave these things entirely may
be right in their order. But the tinme had not cone to nmake a genera
stand upon these points. And those who do take their position, and
advocate the entire disuse of mlk, butter, and sugar, should have
their owmn tables free fromthese things. Bro. ----, even while taking
his stand in the Reformer with Dr. Thrall in regard to the injurious
effects of salt, mlk, and sugar, did not practice the things he
taught. Upon his own table these things were daily used. p. 20, Para.



1, [210T].

Many of our people had |lost their interest in the Reforner, and
letters were daily received with this discouraging request, "Please
di scontinue nmy Reforner." Letters were received fromthe West, where
the country is new and fruit scarce, inquiring how the friends of
health reformlive at Battle Creek. Did they dispense with salt
entirely? If so, we cannot at present adopt the health reform W can
get but little fruit, and we have left neat, tea, coffee, and tobacco;
but we nmust have something to sustain life. p. 21, Para. 1, [210T].

We had spent sone tine in the West, and we knew the scarcity of fruit,
and we synpathi zed with our brethren who were conscientiously, in the
fear of God, seeking to be in harnony with the body of Sabbat h-keepi ng
Adventists. They were becom ng di scouraged, and sone were back-sliding
upon the health reform fearing that at Battle Creek they were radica
and fanatical. We could not raise an interest anywhere in the Wst to
obt ai n subscribers for the Health Reformer. We saw that the witers in
the Reformer were going away from the people, and | eaving them behind.
If we take positions that conscientious Christians, who are indeed
reformers, cannot adopt, how can we expect to benefit that class whom
we can reach only froma health standpoint? p. 21, Para. 2, [210T].

We nust go no faster than we can take those with us whose consciences
and intellects are convinced of the truths we advocate. W nust neet
the people where they are. Sone of us have been many years in arriving
at our present position in health reform Reformin diet is slowto
obtain. We have powerful appetite to neet; for the world is given to
gluttony. If we should allow the people as nuch tinme as we have
required to come up to the present advanced state in reform we should
be very patient with them and allow themto advance step by step, as
we have done, until their feet are firmy established upon the health-
reformplatform But we should be very cautious to not take one step
too fast, that we shall be obliged to retrace. In refornms, we had
better cone one step short of the mark than to go one step beyond it.
And if there is error at all, let it be on the side next to the people.
p. 22, Para. 1, [210T].

And, above all, we should not with our pens advocate positions that we
do not put to a practical test in our own famlies, upon our own
tables. This is dissinmulation, and a species of hypocrisy. In Mchigan
we can do better in leaving salt, sugar, and mlk, than many who are
situated in the far West, or in the far East, where there is a scarcity
of fruit. There are but very few famlies in Battle Creek who do not
use these articles upon their tables. W know that a free use of these
articles is positively injurious to health, and, in many cases, we
think if they were not used at all, a nuch better state of health would
be enjoyed. At present, our burden is not upon these things. The people
are so far behind that we see it is all they can bear to have us draw
the line upon their injurious indulgences and stinulating narcotics. W
bear positive testinony agai nst tobacco, spirituous |liquors, snuff,
tea, coffee, flesh-nmeats, butter, spices, rich cakes, mnce pies, a
| arge anobunt of salt, and all exciting substances used as articles of
food. p. 22, Para. 2, [210T].

If we cone to persons who have not been enlightened in regard to
health reform and present our strongest positions at first, there is



danger of their becom ng discouraged as they see how nuch they have to
give up, so that they will make no effort to reform W nust |ead the

peopl e al ong patiently and gradually, renenbering the hole of the pit

whence we were digged. p. 23, Para. 1, [210T].

Defects of Character. p. 23, Para. 2, [210T1].

I was shown that Bro. ---- has serious deficiencies in his character
whi ch disqualify himfor being closely connected with the work of God
where inportant responsibilities are involved. He has head work, but
the heart, the affections, have not been sanctified to God, therefore
he cannot be relied upon as qualified for so inportant a work as the
publication of the truth in the Ofice at Battle Creek. A m stake, or
negl ect of duty in this work, affects the cause of God at large. Bro. -
--- has not seen his failings, therefore he does not reform p. 23,
Para. 3, [210T1].

It is by small things that our characters are fornmed to habits of
integrity. You, ny brother, have been of that disposition to underval ue
the inportance of the little incidents of careful, every-day life. This
is a great m stake. Nothing with which we have to do is really small.
Every action is of some account, either on the side of right, or on the
side of wong. It is only by exercising principle in the snal
transactions of ordinary life that we are tested and proved, and
thereby we acquire a power to stand the greater and nore inportant
tests that we are called to endure, and are qualified to fill stil
nore inmportant positions. The m nd nust be trained through daily tests
to habits of fidelity, to a sense of the clains of right and duty above
inclination and pleasure. Mnds thus trained are not wavering between
right and wong, as the trenbling reed in the wind, but as soon as
matters cone before them they discern at once that there is a
principle involved, and they will instinctively choose the right
wi t hout | ong debating the matter. They are | oyal because they have
trai ned thenselves to habits of faithfulness and truth. By being
faithful in that which is least, it becones easy for them through
acquired power, to be faithful in greater matters. p. 24, Para. 1,
[210T].

Bro. ----'s education has not been such as to strengthen the high
moral qualities that would enable himto stand alone in the strength of
God in defense of truth, amid the severest opposition, firmas a rock
to principle, true to his noral character, unnoved by censure, or human
prai se, or rewards, preferring death rather than a viol ated consci ence.
Such integrity is needed in the Ofice of publication, where sol em,
sacred truths are going forth, upon which the world are to be tested.

p. 25, Para. 1, [210T].

The work of God calls for nmen of high noral powers to engage in its
promul gati on. Men are wanted whose hearts are nerved with holy fervor,
men of strong purpose, that are not easily noved, who can |ay down
every selfish interest and give all for the cross and crown. The cause
of present truth is suffering for men who are loyal to a sense of right
and duty, whose noral integrity is firm and their energy equal to the
openi ng providence of God. Such qualifications as these are of nore
value than if men had untold wealth to invest in the work and cause of
God. Moral integrity, energy, and strong purpose for the right, are
qualities that cannot be supplied with any amount of gold. Men



possessing these qualifications will have influence everywhere. Their

lives will be nore powerful than lofty el oquence. God calls for nmen of
heart, men of mind, men of noral integrity, whom he can nmake the
repositaries of his truth, who will correctly represent and exenplify

its sacred principles in their daily life. p. 25 Para. 2, [210T].

Bro. ---- has ability in some respects that but few have. He could
fill an inmportant position in the Office with acceptance to God, if his
heart was sanctified to the work. He needs to be converted, and to
hunble hinself as a little child, in seeking pure, heart religion, in
order for his influence in the Ofice, or in the cause of God anywhere,
to be what it ought to be. As his influence has been, it has injured
all connected with the O fice, but nore especially the young. His
position as foreman gave himinfluence. He did not conduct hinself
conscientiously in the fear of God. He favored particul ar ones above
ot hers. He negl ected those who, for their faithful ness and ability,
deserved speci al encouragenent. He brought distress and perplexity upon
those in whom he shoul d have had a special interest. Those who |ink
their affections and interest to one or two, and favor themto the
di sadvant age of others, should not retain their position in the Ofice
for a day. This unsanctified partiality for special ones who may pl ease
the fancy, to the neglect of others who are conscientious and God-
fearing, and in his sight of nore value, is offensive to God. That
whi ch God esteens, we should value. The ornanent of a neek and qui et
spirit, God regards of higher value than external beauty, outward
adornnent, riches, or worldly honor. p. 26, Para. 1, [210T].

The true followers of Christ will not choose intimate friendship with
t hose whose characters have serious defects, and whose exanple as a
whole it would not be safe to follow, while it is their privilege to
associ ate with persons who observe a conscientious regard to their
duties in their business, and the duties of religion. Those who | ack
principle and devotion generally have a nore positive influence to nold
the minds of their intimate friends than those have whose characters
seem wel | bal anced to control and influence the defective in character
and those lacking spirituality and devotion. p. 27, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. ----"s influence, if unsanctified endangers the souls of those
who follow his exanmple. His ready tact and ingenuity is admred, and

| eads those in connection with himto give himcredit for
qualifications that he does not possess. At the Ofice he was reckl ess
of his tinme. If this affected only hinself it would have been a snmll
matter; but his position as foreman gave himinfluence. Hi s exanple
before those in the Ofice, and especially the apprentices, was not
ci rcunspect and conscientious. If Bro. ---- had, with his ingenious
talent, a sense of high noral obligation, his services would be

i nvaluable to the Office. If his principles had been such that no
notive could have noved himfromthe straight Iine of duty, no

i nducenment which could have been presented to himwould have purchased
his consent to a wong action, his influence woul d have nol ded ot hers;
but his desires for pleasure allured himfromhis post of duty. If he
had stood in the strength of God, unnoved by censure of flattery, his
soul steady to principle, faithful to his convictions of truth and
justice, he would have been a superior man, and woul d have won a
conmandi ng i nfluence everywhere. Bro. ---- lacks frugality and economny.
He | acks tact which would enable himto adapt hinmself to the opening
provi dence of God to nmake hima m nute man. He | oved human praise. He



was swayed by circunstances, subject to tenptation, and his integrity
could not be relied upon. p. 27, Para. 2, [210T].

Bro. ----"s religious experience was not sound. He noved from i npul se,
not fromprinciple. His heart was not right with God, and he did not
have the fear of God and his glory before him He acted very nmuch like
a man engaged in commopn business. He had but very little sense of the
sacredness of the work in which he was engaged. He had not practiced
sel f-deni al and econony, therefore he had no experience in this. At
times he | abored earnestly, and manifested a good interest in the work
Then again he would be careless of his tinme, and spend precious nonents
i n uni nportant conversation, hindering others fromdoing their duty,
and setting an exanple to others of reckl essness and unfait hful ness.
The work of God is sacred and holy, and calls for nen of lofty
integrity. Men are wanted who have a sense of justice, even in the

smal | est matters, that will not allow themto make entries of their
time that are not mnute and correct. Men that will have a sense that
they are handling neans that belong to God, and who woul d not unjustly
appropriate one cent to their own use. Men who will be just as faithfu

and exact, careful and diligent in their labor, in the absence of their
enpl oyer, as in his presence, proving by their faithful ness that they
are not eye-servants, not nerely men-pl easers, but conscientious,
faithful, true worknmen, doing right, not for human praise, but because
they | ove and choose the right froma high sense of their obligation to
God. p. 29, Para. 1, [210T1].

Parents are not thorough in the education of their children. They do
not see the necessity of nmolding the mnds of their children by
di sci pline that they should. They give them a superficial education
mani festing greater care for an ornanental rather than a solid
educati on which woul d devel op the faculties, and direct themto bring
out the energies of the soul, that the powers of the m nd should expand
and strengthen by exercise. The faculties of the m nd need cultivation,
that they may be exercised to the glory of God. Careful attention
shoul d be given to the culture of the intellect, that the varied organs
of the mind may have equal strength, by being brought into exercise,
each in their distinctive office. If parents allow their children to
follow their inclination and pleasure, to the neglect of duty, they
will formtheir character after this pattern, and will not be conpetent
for any responsible position in life. The desires and inclinations of
yout h should be restrai ned, their weak points of character
strengt hened, their over-strong tendencies depressed. p. 30, Para. 1,
[210T].

If one faculty is suffered to remain dormant, or turned out of its
proper direction, the purpose of God is not carried out. The faculties
shoul d be all well devel oped. Care should be given to each, for they
have a nmutual bearing upon each other, and nust all be exercised that
the m nd be properly balanced. If one or two organs are cultivated, and
in continual use, because it is the choice to put the strength of the
mnd in one direction, to the neglect of other powers of the nm nd, your

children will cone to maturity with unbal anced mi nds, and they will not
have harnoni ous characters. They will be apt and strong in one
direction, and greatly deficient in other directions just as inportant.
They will not be conpetent nen and wormen. Their deficiencies will be

mar ked, and mar the entire character. p. 31, Para. 1, [210T].



Bro. ---- has cultivated an al nbost ungovernabl e propensity for sight-
seeing and trips of pleasure. And tinme and expense are wasted to
gratify his desire for pleasure excursions. H's selfish |ove of
pl easure | eads to the neglect of sacred duties. Bro. ---- loves to
preach, but he has never taken up this work, feeling the woe upon him
if he preach not the gospel. He frequently left his work in the Ofice
whi ch denmanded his care, to conply with calls fromsone of his brethren
in other churches. If he had felt the sol enm sense of the work of God
for this time, and gone forth, making God his trust, practicing self-
denial, and lifting the cross of Christ, he would have acconplished
good. But he frequently had so little sense of the holiness of the
wor k, that he would inprove the opportunity of visiting other churches,
i n maki ng the occasion a scene of self-gratification, in short, a
pl easure trip. What a contrast in the course pursued by the apostles,
who went forth burdened with the word of life, and in the denonstration
of the Spirit, preaching Christ crucified. They pointed out the living
way through self-denial and the cross. They had fellowship with their
Saviour in his sufferings, and their greatest desire was to know Chri st
Jesus, and himcrucified. They considered not their own conveni ence,
nor counted their lives dear unto thenselves. They lived not to enjoy,
but to do good, and save souls for whom Christ died. p. 31, Para. 2,
[210T].

Bro. ---- can present argunents upon doctrinal points, but the
practical |essons of sanctification, self-denial, and the cross, he has
not experienced in hinself. He can speak to the ear, but the truth is
not urged home upon the consciences with a deep sense of its solemity
and i nportance in view of the Judgnent, when every case nust be
deci ded, because he has not felt the sanctifying influence of these
truths upon his own heart, and practiced themin his own life. Bro. ---
- had not trained his mnd, and his deportnment out of neeting was not
exenplary. He did not seemto have the burden of the work resting upon
him but was trifling and boyish. He | owered the standard of religion
by his exanple. Sacred and common things were place on a level. p. 32,
Para. 1, [210T1].

Bro. ---- has not been willing to endure the cross, and he has not
been willing to follow Christ fromthe nmanger to the judgnent hall and
Cal vary. He has brought upon hinmself sore affliction in seeking his own
pl easure. Bro. ---- has yet to learn that his strength is weakness and

his wisdomis folly. If he had felt that he was engaged in the work of
God, and that he was indebted to himwho required of himto i nprove the
time and talents he has given himto his glory--had he stood faithfully
at his post--he would not have suffered that |ong, tedious sickness.
Hi s exposure upon that pleasure trip caused himnonths of suffering.

p. 33, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. ---- would have died had it not been for the earnest, effectua
prayer of faith, put up in his behalf, by those who felt that he was
not prepared to die, for God to spare him Had he died at that tine,
his case woul d have been far worse than that of the unenlightened
sinner. But God nercifully heard the prayers of his people, and spared
Bro. ---- and gave hima new |l ease of his |ife, that he might have
opportunity to repent of his unfaithfulness and redeemthe tine. Hs
exanpl e had influenced many in Battle Creek in the wong direction. p.
33, Para. 2, [210rT1].



Bro. ---- canme up fromhis sickness; but how little did he or his
fam |y feel hunbl ed under the hand of God. The work of the Spirit of
God, and wi sdom from him are not manifested that we nmay be happy and
satisfied with ourselves, but that our souls may be renewed in

know edge and true holiness. How much better would it have been for
Bro. ---- if his affliction had pronpted to faithful searching of
heart, to discover the inperfections in his character, that he m ght
put them away, and with hunble spirit cone forth fromthe furnace as
gold purified, reflecting the imge of Christ. p. 34, Para. 1, [210T].

The sickness that he had brought upon hinmself, the church hel ped him
bear. H s watchers were provided, his expenses, in a great neasure,
borne by the church; yet neither he nor his fam |y appreciated this
generosity and tenderness on the part of the church. They felt they
deserved all that was done for them As Bro. ---- canme up fromhis
si ckness, he felt wong toward ny husband, because he di sapproved his
course which was so censurable. He united with others to injure ny
husband' s influence, and since he has left the Ofice, he has not felt
right. He would poorly stand the test of being proved by God. p. 34,
Para. 2, [210T1].

Bro. ---- has not yet learned the |esson that he will have to learn if
he is saved at last, to deny self, resist his desire for pleasure. He
wi |l have to be brought over the ground again, and tried still nore

closely, because he failed to endure the trials of the past. He has

di spl eased God in justifying self. He has but little experience of the
fell owship of the sufferings of Christ. He |oves display, and does not
econom ze his means. The Lord knows. He weighs the inward feeling and
intentions of the heart. He knows man. He tests our fidelity. He
requires that we should love and serve himw th the whol e m nd, and
heart, and strength. The | overs of pleasure may put on a form of
godl i ness that even involves sonme self-denial, and they may sacrifice
time and noney, and yet self not be subdued, and the will not brought
into subjection to the will of God. p. 35, Para. 1, [210T].

The influence of the ---- girls was very bad in Battle Creek. They had
not been trained. Their nother had negl ected her sacred duty, and had
not restrai ned her children. She had not brought themup in the fear
and adnonition of the Lord. They had been indul ged and shielded from
bearing responsibilities until they had no relish for the plain, honely
duties of life. The nother had educated the daughters to think nuch of
their dress. But the inward adorning was not exalted before them These
young girls were vain and proud. Their mnds were inpure. Their
conversation was corrupting, and yet a class in B. C. would associate
with this stamp of m nds, and they could not associate with them
Wi t hout coming down to their level. They were not dealt as severely
with as their case demanded. They |ove the society of the young nen,
and the young nmen are the theme of their neditation, and of their
conversation. These girls have corrupted manners; they were headstrong
and self-confident. p. 35, Para. 2, [210T].

The ---- famly love display. The nother is not a prudent, dignified
woman. She is not qualified to bring up children. The dress of her
children, to make a show, is of greater consequence to her than the
i nward adorni ng. She has not disciplined herself. Her will has not been
brought into conformity to the will of God. Her heart is not right with
God. She is a stranger to the operation of his Spirit upon the heart,



bringing the desires and affections in conformty to the obedi ence of
Christ. She does not possess ennobling qualities of mnd, and does not
di scern sacred things. She has let her children do as they pleased. The
fearful experience she has had with two of her elder children has not
made the deep inpression on her mnd that the circunstances demanded.
She has educated her children to |love dress, vanity, and folly. She has

not disciplined her two younger girls. ----, under a proper influence,
woul d be a worthy young nmaen; but he has much to learn. He foll ows
inclination rather than duty. He loves to follow his owm will and

pl easure, and has not a correct know edge of the duties devol ving upon
a Christian. Self-gratification, and his own inclination, he would
gladly interpret to be duty. Self-gratification he has not overconme. He
has a work to do to clear his spiritual vision, that he may understand
what it is to be sanctified to God, and |learn the high clains of God
upon him The serious defects in his education have affected his life.
p. 36, Para. 1, [210T].

If Bro. ---- was, with his good qualifications, well balanced and
faithful as foreman of the Ofice, his |abor would be of great value to
the Ofice, and he could earn doubl e wages. But for the past years
considering his deficiency, with his unconsecrated influence, the
O fice could better afford to do without him even if his services
could be had for nothing. Bro. and sister The gratification of the
taste and desire for pleasure and display has had an overpowering
i nfluence upon them Small wages woul d be of npre advantage to them
than |l arge, for they would use all, were it never so much, as they pass
al ong. They woul d enjoy as they go, and then when affliction draws upon
them would be wholly unprepared. Twenty dollars a week would be laid
out about the same as twelve. Had Bro. and sister ---- been econonica
managers, denying thenselves, they could ere this have had a hone of
their own, and besides this, neans to draw upon in case of adversity,
But they will not econonize as others have done, upon whom they have
sonmeti nmes been dependent. If they neglect to | earn these | essons, their
character will not be found perfect in the day of God. p. 37, Para. 1,
[210T].

Bro. ---- has been the object of the great |ove and condescensi on of
Christ, and yet he has never felt that he could inmtate the great
Exanpler. He clains, and all his life has sought after, a better
portion in this life than was given our Lord. Bro. and sin from which
Christ has proposed to lift him and to link himto his divine nature.
p. 38, Para. 1, [210T].

It is a fearful thing to mnister in sacred things when the heart and
hands are not holy. To be a co-worker with Jesus Christ, involves
fearful responsibilities. To stand as a representative of Christ is no
small matter. The fearful realities of the Judgnent will test every
man's work. The apostles said, "W preach not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord;" "for God who conmanded the |ight to shine out of
dar kness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the know edge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." The sufficiency of
the apostle was not in hinmself, but in the gracious influence of the
Spirit of Christ which filled his soul, and brought every thought into
subj ection to the obedi ence of Christ. The power of truth attending the
word preached, will be a savor of life unto life, or of death unto
death. Mnisters are required to be living exanples of the mnd and
Spirit of Christ, living epistles, known and read of all nen. | trenble



when | consider that there are sone mnisters, even anong Sevent h-day
Adventists, who are not sanctified by the truths which they preach
Not hi ng I ess than the quick and powerful Spirit of God working in the
hearts of his nmessengers to give the knowl edge of the glory of God, can
gain for themthe victory. p. 39, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. ----'s preaching has not been marked by the sanction of God's
Spirit. He could talk fluently, and could make a point plain; but his
preachi ng | acked spirituality. H s appeals have not touched the heart
with a new tenderness. There has been an array of words, but the hearts
of his hearers have not been quickened and nelted with a sense of a
Saviour's love. Sinners have not been convicted and drawn to Christ by
a sense that "Jesus of Nazareth passeth by." Sinners should have a
clear inpression given them of the nearness and willingness of Christ
to give them present salvation. A Saviour should be presented before
the people, while the heart of the speaker should be subdued and i nbued
with his spirit. The very tones of the voice, the | ook, the words,
shoul d possess and irresistible power to nove the hearts and contro
the minds. Jesus should be found in the heart of the mnister. If Jesus
isin the words, in the tones of the voice that is nellowwith his
tender love, this will prove a blessing of nore value than all the
ri ches, pleasures, and glories of the earth, for such blessings wll
not come and go wi thout they acconplish a work. Convictions will be
deepened, inpressions will be nade, and the question will be raised,
"What shall | do to be saved?' p. 39, Para. 2, [210T].

Unbal anced M nds. p. 41, Para. 1, [210T].

God has conmitted to us each sacred trusts, for which he holds us
accountable. It is his purpose that we so educate the mnd as to enable
us to bring into exercise the talents he has given us in such a manner
as will acconplish the greatest good, and reflect back the glory to the
Gver. W are indebted to God for all the qualities of the mnd. These
powers can be cultivated, and so discreetly directed and controlled as
to acconplish the purpose for which God gave them p. 41, Para. 2,
[210T].

It is duty to so educate the nmind as to bring out the energies of the
soul, and devel op every faculty, that they may acconplish the purpose
for which they were given. The intellect nmay be strengthened by every
faculty being exercised. p. 41, Para. 3, [210T].

Many are not doing the greatest ampbunt of good, because they exercise
the intellect in one direction and neglect to give careful attention to
those things for which they think they are not adapted; therefore sone
faculties that are weak are lying dormant for want of exercise, because
the work that should call theminto exercise and consequently give them
strength, is not pleasant to them All the faculties should be
cultivated. Al the powers of the m nd should be exercised. Perception
judgment, nenory, and all the reasoning powers, should have equa
strength in order to have well-bal anced m nds. p. 41, Para. 4, [210T].

If certain faculties are used to the neglect of others, the design of
God is not fully carried out in us; for all the faculties have a
beari ng, and are dependent, in a great measure, upon each other. One
cannot be effectually used wi thout the operation of all the other
faculties, that the balance may be carefully preserved. If all the



attention and strength are given to one, while others lie dormant, the
devel opnent is strong in that one, and will |ead to extremes, because
all the powers have not been cultivated. Some are dwarfed, and the
intellect is not naturally constituted alike. W have varied m nds, and
strong points of character, and great weaknesses, upon sone points.
These deficiencies, so apparent, need not, and should not, exist. If
those who possess them woul d strengthen the weak points in their
character, by cultivation and exercise, they would becone strong. p
42, Para. 1, [210T].

It is agreeable, but not to the greatest profit, to put into exercise
the faculties which are naturally the strongest, while we negl ect those
that are weak, that need to be strengthened. The feeblest faculties
shoul d have careful attention, that all the powers of the intellect may
be nicely balanced, and all do their part |ike well-regul ated
machi nery. p. 42, Para. 2, [210T].

Al'l our faculties are dependent upon God for their preservation.
Christians are under obligation to God to train the mnd, that all the
faculties may be strengthened, and nore fully devel oped by cultivation
If we neglect to do this, our faculties will never acconplish the
pur pose for which they were designed. We have no right to negl ect any
one of the powers God has given us. W see nononmni acs all over the
country. They are frequently sane upon every subject but one. The
reason of this is, one organ of the m nd has been specially exercised,
while the others have been permitted to |ie dormant. The one that has
been in constant use has becone worn and di seased, and the man is a
wreck. God was not glorified in his pursuing this course. Had he
exercised all the organs equally, all would have strengthened into
heal t hy devel opnent, and no one woul d have broken down because all the
| abor was thrown upon one. p. 43, Para. 1, [210T].

M ni sters shoul d be guarded, that they do not thwart the purposes of
God by plans of their own. They are in danger of narrow ng down the
wor k of God, and confining their |abor to certain localities, and not
cultivating a special interest for the work of God generally, and in
all its various departnents. There are sone who concentrate their m nds
upon one subject, to the exclusion of others which may be of equa
i nportance. They are one-idea nmen. Al the strength of their being is
concentrated upon the subject the mnd is exercised upon for the tine.
Every other consideration is |ost sight of. The burden of the thoughts,
and the thenme of conversation, is upon the one subject--their favorite
theme. All the evidence which has a bearing in that direction is
eagerly seized and appropriated, and dwelt upon at great |ength, unti
mnds are wearied in following them p. 43, Para. 2, [210T].

Time is frequently lost in explaining points which are really

uni nportant, and would be taken for granted w thout producing proof;
for they are self-evident. But the real, vital points should be nmade as
plain and forcible as | anguage and proof can make them The power to
concentrate the m nd upon one subject to the exclusion of all others,

is well in a degree; but this faculty, constantly cultivated, wears
upon certain organs that are called into exercise to do this work,
which will tax themtoo nuch, and there will be a failure in

acconplishing the greatest anobunt of good. The principal wear cones
upon one set of organs, while the others lie dormant, and the m nd
cannot be heal thfully exercised, and, in consequence, life is



shortened. p. 44, Para. 1, [210T].

All the faculties should bear a part of the |abor, working

har noni ously, each bal ancing the other. Those who put the whol e
strength of their nmnds into one subject are greatly deficient on other
points; for the reason that the faculties are not cultivated equally.
The subject matter before them enchains them and they are |led on, and
on, and go deeper and deeper into the matter. They see know edge and
light as they becone interested and absorbed. But there are very few
m nds that can follow them unless they give the subject the depth of
t hought they have done. There is danger of such m nds plow ng, and
planting the seed of truth, so deep that the tender, precious bl ade
will never find the surface. p. 45, Para. 1, [210T].

Much hard | abor is often expended that is not called for, and that
wi |l never be appreciated. If those who have | arge concentrativeness
cultivate this faculty to the neglect of others, they cannot have well -
proportioned m nds. They are |ike machinery--only one set of wheels
work at the same tine. While some wheels are rusting frominaction
ot hers are wearing fromconstant use. Men who cultivate one or two
faculties, and do not exercise all equally, cannot accomplish one-half
the good in the world that God designed they should. They are one-sided
men--only half the powers God has given themis put to use, while the
other half is rusting with inaction. p. 45, Para. 2, [210T].

If this class of m nds have a special work, requiring thought, they
shoul d not exercise all their powers upon one branch, to the excl usion
of every other interest. Wile they make the subject matter before them
their principal business, other branches of the work should have a
portion of their tinme, which would be nuch better for thenselves, and
for the cause generally. One branch of the work shoul d not have
exclusive attention, to the neglect of all others. In their witings,
some need to be constantly guarded, that they do not make points blind
that are plain, by covering themup with many argunents, which will not
have a lively interest to the reader. If they linger tediously upon
poi nts, giving every particular which suggests itself to the nind
their labor is nearly lost. The interest of the reader will not be deep
enough to pursue the subject to its close. The npst essential points of
truth may be nmade indistinct by giving attention to every mnute point.
Much ground is covered; but the work upon which so nmuch |abor is
expended is not calculated to do the greatest anount of good, by
awakening a general interest. p. 46, Para. 1, [210T].

In this age, when pleasing fables are drifting upon the surface and
attracting the mnd, truth presented in an easy style, backed up with a
few strong proofs, is better than to search, and bring forth an
overwhel mi ng array of evidences; for the point then is not standing so
di stinct in many mnds as before the objections and evidences were
brought before them In many m nds, assertions will go farther than
| ong argunents in proof. Many things may be taken for granted. Proof
does not help the case in sone mnds. p. 47, Para. 1, [210T].

Qur nost bitter opponents are found anmong the first-day Adventists.
They do not engage in the warfare honorably. They will pursue any
course, however unreasonabl e and inconsistent, to cover up the truth,
and try to make it appear that the law of God is of no force. And they
flatter thenselves that the end will justify the nmeans. Men of their



own nunber, in whomthey do not have confidence, will comence a tirade
agai nst the Sabbath of the fourth conmandnent, and they will give
publicity to their statenments, however untrue, and unjust, and even
ridiculous, if they can make them bear against the truth which they
hate. p. 47, Para. 2, [210T].

We shoul d not be noved, or disconcerted, by this unjust warfare from
unr easonabl e nen. Those who will received, and be pleased wi th, what
these nen may speak and write against the truth, are not the ones to be
convinced of the truth, or that would honor the cause of God if they
shoul d accept the truth. p. 48, Para. 1, [210T].

Time and strength can be better enployed than to dwell at |ength upon
t he qui bbl es of our opponents who deal in slander and

m srepresentations. While precious tine is enployed in follow ng the
crooks and turns of dishonest opponents, the people who are open to
conviction are dying for want of know edge. A train of sensel ess

qui bbl es are brought before ninds, which are of Satan's own invention
while the people are crying for food--neat in due season. p. 48, Para.
2, [210r1].

It takes those who have trained their minds to war against the truth
to manufacture qui bbles. And we are not wise to take themfromtheir
hands, and hand them out to thousands who woul d never have thought of
them had we not published themto the world. This is what they want to
have done, to be brought to notice, and we publish for them This is
especially true of some. This is their main object in witing out their
fal sehoods, and nmisrepresenting the truth and the characters of those
who | ove and advocate the truth. They will die out nore speedily to be
I eft unnoticed, treating their fal sehoods and errors with silent
contenpt. They do not want to be let alone. Opposition is the el enent
that they love. If it was not for this, they would have but little
i nfluence. p. 48, Para. 3, [210T].

The first-day Adventists are a class that are the nmost difficult to
reach. They will generally reject the truth, as did the Jews. W
shoul d, as far as possible, go forward as though there was not such a
people in existence. They are the elenments of confusion, and
imoralities exist anmong themto a fearful extent. It would be the
greatest calanmty to have many of their nunber enbrace the truth. They
woul d have to unlearn everything, and | earn anew, or they would cause
us great trouble. There are occasions where their glaring
nm srepresentations will have to be net. When this is the case, it
shoul d be done pronptly, and briefly, and we should then pass on to our
wor k. The plan of Christ's teaching should be ours. He was plain and
simple, striking directly at the root of the matter, and the m nds of
all were met. p. 49, Para. 1, [210T].

And it is not the best policy to be so very explicit, and say all upon
a point that can be said, when a few argunents will cover the ground
and be sufficient for all practical purposes in convincing or silencing
opponents. You may renove every prop today, and close the nouths of

obj ectors so that they can say nothing, and tonorrow they will go over
the sane ground again. Thus it will be, over and over, because they do
not love the light, and will not conme to the Iight |lest their darkness

and error should be renpved fromthem It is a better plan to keep a
reserve of argunents and reasons than to pour out a depth of know edge



upon a subject which would be taken for granted wi thout | abored
argunment. Christ's ministry lasted only three years, and a great work
was done in that short period. In these last days, there is a great
work to be done in a short time. While nany are getting ready to do
sonmet hing, souls will perish for the |ight and know edge. p. 49, Para.
2, [210rT1].

If men who are engaged in presenting and defending the truth of the
Bi bl e, undertake to investigate and show the fallacy and inconsistency
of men who di shonestly turn the truth of God into a lie, Satan will
stir up opponents enough to keep their pens constantly enployed, while
ot her branches of the work are left to suffer. p. 50, Para. 1, [210T].

We nust have nore of the spirit of those nen who were engaged in

buil ding the walls of Jerusalem who said, "W are doing a great work,
and we cannot cone down." |If Satan sees he can keep nmen's voices silent
fromthe nost inportant work for the present time in answering

obj ections of opponents, his object is acconplished. p. 50, Para. 2,
[210T].

The Sabbath History has been kept fromthe people too | ong. They need
this precious work, even if they do not have it in all its perfections.
It never can be prepared in a nmanner to fully silence unreasonabl e
opponents, who are unstable, and who west the Scriptures unto their
own destruction. p. 51, Para. 1, [210T].

This is a busy world. Men and wonmen, as they engage in the business of
life, have not tine to neditate, and read even the word of God enough
to understand all its inmportant truths. And |ong-I|abored argunents will
interest but a few For as the people run, they have to read. You can
no nore renove the objections to the Sabbath commandnment from the ninds
of the first-day Adventists, than the Saviour of the world could, by
his great power and miracles, convince the Jews that he was the Messiah
after they had once set thenselves to reject him Like the obstinate,
unbel i eving Jews, they have chosen darkness rather than |ight, and
shoul d an angel direct fromthe courts of Heaven speak to them they
woul d say it was Satan. p. 51, Para. 2, [210T].

The worl d needs | abor now. Calls are coming in fromevery direction
li ke the Macedoni an cry, "Cone over and help us." Plain, pointed

argunents, standing out as mle posts, will do nore in convincing m nds
generally than a | arge array of argument, covering a great deal of
ground, that none but investigating nmnds will have interest to foll ow

p. 51, Para. 3, [210T].

The Sabbath History should be given to the people. Wile one edition
is circulating, and the people are being benefited by it, greater

i nprovenents may be made until all has been done possible to bring it
to perfection. Qur success will be in reaching common m nds. Those who
have tal ent and position are so exalted above the sinplicity of the
work, and so well satisfied with thenselves, that they feel no need of
the truth. They are exactly where the Jews were, self-righteous, self-
sufficient. They are whol e, and have no need of the physician. p. 52,
Para. 1, [210T1].

Epi stl e Number One. p. 52, Para. 2, [210T].



Bro. ----, Dec. 10, 1871, | was shown that you and your sisters were
in a very dangerous condition, and that which nmakes your state the nore
dangerous, is, that you do not realize your true state. | saw you
envel oped in darkness. This darkness has not settled upon you suddenly.
You comrenced to enter the m st of darkness gradually, and al npost
i mperceptibly, until the darkness is as light to you, yet the cloud is
becom ng nore dense every day. | saw, now and then, a gleanming of |ight
separating the darkness fromyou; then again it would close about you,
firmer and nore dense than before. p. 52, Para. 3, [210T].

Your singing schools have ever been a snare to you. Neither you, nor
your sisters, have a depth of experience that will enable you to
associate with the influences you are brought in contact with in your
singing schools without being affected. It would take stronger m nds
with greater decision of character than you three possess, to be
brought into the society you are, and not be affected. Listen to the
words of Christ: "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on
a hill cannot be hid. Neither do nmen light a candle, and put it under a
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house. Let your light so shine before nmen, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven." Have your
exanpl e and i nfluence been of that positive character that has
i mpressed and convicted your associates? | think not. You have been
i njured. Darkness has settled upon you, and di nmed your |ight: and your
light has not burned with that |uster to dispel the darkness about
ot hers. You have been separating farther and farther from God. You, ny
brot her, have but a faint sense of what you have been doing. p. 53,
Para. 1, [210T1].

You have been standing directly in the way of your sister's
advancenent in the divine life. Your sisters, nore especially
bewi t ching, Satanic wiles of spiritualism and if she rids herself of
this unholy slinme of Satan, which has perverted her sense of eterna
things, she will have to make a mighty effort. It will be but a hair's
breadth escape. You have been blinded, deceived, and enchant ed,
yoursel f. You do not see yourself. You are all three of you very weak,
when you might be strong in the precious, saving truth, strengthened,
stablished, and settled upon the rock Christ Jesus. | feel deeply. |
tremble for you. | see tenptations on every hand, and you with so
little power and strength to resist them p. 54, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. ----, | was shown you infatuated and deceived as to your notives
and real purposes of your heart. | saw you in the society of Bro. ----
's daughter. She has never yielded her heart to Christ. | was shown her

af fected and convicted. But your course was not of that character to
deepen conviction, or to give her the inpression that there was specia
i nportance attached to these matters. You profess to hold sacred the
sal vation of the soul, and the present truth. She does not respect the
Sabbath from principle. She | oves the vanity of the world. She enjoys
the pride and anusenents of |ife. But you have been departing so
gradually from God and fromthe light, that you do not see the
separation which the truth necessarily brings between those who | ove
God and the lovers of pleasure nore than |lovers of God. | saw you were
attracted to her society. Religious neetings and sacred duties are of
m nor inportance, while the presence of a nere child, w thout any
knowl edge of the truth or of heavenly things, fascinates you. You have
over| ooked sel f-denial and the cross, which lie directly in the pathway



of every disciple of Christ. p. , have been entangled with the, Para.
1, [210rT1].

I was shown that if you had been walking in the |ight, you would have
taken your position decidedly for the truth. And your exanple would
have shown that you considered the truth you profess of that inportance
that your affections and heart could go only where the i mage of Chri st
was discernible. Christ now says to you, world? Here is your decision
to be made. WIlIl you follow the pronptings of the unsanctified heart?
turn away from self-denial for Christ's sake? step over the cross
without lifting it? or will you lift that cross, heavy though it may
be, and make sone sacrifice for the truth's sake? May CGod help you to
see where you are, that you may place a true estimate upon eterna
things. You now have so little spiritual eyesight that the holy and
sacred are placed upon a level with the commopn. You have
responsi bilities. Your influence affects to a great extent your
sisters. Your only safety is separation fromthe world. p. 55, Para.
1, [210T1].

I was shown you, ----, taking the young with you to scenes of
amusement at the tinme of a religious interest, and al so engaging in
singi ng schools with worldlings who are all darkness, and who have evi
angel all around them How would your feeble, dimlight appear am d
this darkness and tenptati on? Angels of God do not attend you upon
these occasions. You are left to go in your own strength. Satan is wel
pl eased with your position, for he can nmake you nore efficient in his
service than if you did not profess to be a Christian, keeping all the
conmandnents of God. The True Wtness addresses the Laodi cean church

"I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; | would that
thou wert could or hot. So then, because thou art |ukewarm and neither
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of ny nouth: Because thou sayest, |

amrich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wetched, and niserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked: | counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white rainment, that thou mayest be cl ot hed,
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine

eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see. As many as | love, | rebuke
and chasten: be zeal ous, therefore, and repent."” p. 56, Para. 1
[210rT1].

You are blinded and infatuated. You have felt strong when you were
weakness itself. You can be strong in the Mghty One. You can be an

i nstrument of righteousness, if you are willing to suffer for Christ's
sake. You and your sisters may redeemthe tinme if you will. But it will
cost an effort. Your younger sister is linked to one who is not worthy
of her affections. There are serious defects in his character. He has
not reverence for sacred and holy things. His heart has not been
changed by the Spirit of God. He is selfish, boastful, |oving pleasure
nmore than duty. He has not experience in self-denial and humliation
In choosing friendship, there should be great caution that an intinmacy
is not contracted with one whose exanple it would not be safe to
imtate, for the effect of such an intimacy is to | ead away from God,
fromdevotion, and the love of the truth. It is positively dangerous
for you to be intimate with friends who have not a religious
experience. If either of you, or all three of you, follow the |eadings
of God's Spirit, or value your soul's salvation, you will not choose as
your particular and intimate friends those who do not maintain a



serious regard for religious things, and who do not |live under its
practical influence. Eternal considerations should come first with you.
Not hi ng can have a nore subtle and positively dangerous influence upon
the m nd, and serve to banish serious inpressions, and convictions of
the Spirit of God, than to associate with those who are vain and

carel ess, and whose conversation is upon the world and vanity. The nore
engagi ng these persons nmay be in other respects, the nore dangerous is
their influence as conpani ons, because they would throw around an
irreligious life so many pleasing attractions. p. 57, Para. 1, [210T].

God has clains upon all three of you, which you cannot lightly throw
asi de. Jesus has bought you with the price of his own blood. "Ye are
not your own, for ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's." Have you no sacrifice
to make for God? Great responsibilities stand in the passages of your
every-day life. Your record is daily passing up to God. Great dangers
lie hidden in your pathway. If | could, | would take you in nmy arns and
bear you safely over them but this | amnot pernmtted to do. You are
in the nost critical period of your life-history. If you arouse and
direct the energies of the soul after things of eternal interest, and
if you make everything subordinate to this, you will nmake a success of
perfecting Christian characters. You may all engage in the spiritua
war f are agai nst besetting sins, and you may, through Christ, conme off
victors. But this is no child s play. It is a stern warfare, involving

sel f-deni al and cross-bearing. Your dangers are that you will not fully
reali ze your backslidings and your perilous condition. Unless you view
life as it is, cast aside your brilliant fancies of imagination, and

come down to the sober |essons of experience, you will awake when it is
too late. You will then realize the terrible m stake you have made. p.
58, Para. 1, [210T].

Your education has not been of that kind to formsolid, substantia
characters, therefore you have this education to obtain now, which you
shoul d have had years ago. Your nother was too fond of you. A nother
cannot | ove her children too well, but she may | ove unwi sely, and all ow
her affection to blind her to their best interest. You have had an
i ndul gent, tender nother. She has shielded her children too nuch. She
has taken the burdens of life which have nearly crushed out her life,
whil e her children should have taken them They could have borne them
better than she. p. 59, Para. 1, [210T].

The deficiencies in your characters of firmess and self-denial is a
serious drawback in obtaining a genuine religious experience that wll
not be sliding sand. Firmess, and integrity of purpose, should be
cultivated. These qualifications are positively necessary for a
successful Christian life. If you have integrity of soul, you will not
be swerved fromthe right. No notive will be sufficient to nove you
fromthe straight line of duty; you will be loyal and true to God. The
pl eadi ngs of affection and | ove, the yearnings of friendship, will not
nove you to turn aside fromtruth and duty, you will not sacrifice duty
to inclination. p. 60, Para. 1, [210T].

If you are allured to unite your life-interest with an young,
i nexperienced girl, who is really deficient in an education in the
comon, practical, daily duties of life, you make a m stake; but this
is small in conparison with her ignhorance in regard to her duty to God.
She has not been destitute of light. She has had religious privileges,



and yet her heart has not felt her wetched sinful ness w thout Christ.
If you, in your infatuation, can turn fromthe prayer-neeting,
repeatedly, where God neets with his people, in order to enjoy the

soci ety of one who has no | ove for God, and sees no attractions in the
religious life, how do you expect God can prosper such a union? Be not
in haste. Early nmarriages should not be encouraged. If a young wonman

or a young man, have not respect to the clains of God, and heed not the
clainms which bind themto religion, there will be danger that they will
not properly regard the clains of the husband, or the wife. The habit
of frequently being in the society of the one of your choice, and that,
too, at the sacrifice of religious privileges and of your hours of
prayer, i s dangerous; and you sustain a | oss you cannot afford. The
habit of sitting up late at night is customary, but it is not pleasing
to God, even if you were both Christians. These untinely hours injure
health, unfit the mind for the next day's duties, and have an
appearance of evil. My brother, | hope you will have self-respect
enough to shun this formof courtship. If you have an eye single to the
glory of God, you will nmove with deliberate caution. You will not
suffer love-sick sentinmentalismto so blind your vision that you cannot
di scern the high clainms your God has upon you as a Christian. p. 60,
Para. 2, [210T1].

| address nyself to you three, dear youth. Let it be your aimto
glorify God, and attain his noral |ikeness. Invite the Spirit of God to
nol d your character. Now is your gol den opportunity to wash your robes
of character, and make themwhite in the bl ood of the Lanmb. | regard
this as the turning-point in your destiny. Wiich will you choose, says
Christ, me, or the world? God calls for an unconditional surrender of
the heart and affections to him If you love friends, brothers, or
sisters, father or nother, houses, or l|ands, nore than nme, says Christ,
ye are not worthy of ne. Religion |lays the soul under the greatest
obligation to her clains, to walk by her principles. As the nysterious
magnhet points to the north, so do the clains of religion point to the
glory of God. You are bound, by your baptisnmal vows, to honor your
Creator, and to resolutely deny self and crucify your affections and
lusts, and have even your thoughts brought into obedience to the wll
of Christ. p. 62, Para. 1, [210T].

Shun running into tenptation. But when tenptations surround you, and
you cannot control the circunstances whi ch expose you to them then you
may claimthe pronise of God, and with confidence and consci ous power
exclaim "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth nme."
There is strength for you all in God. But you will never feel your need
of that strength which alone is able to save you, unless you feel your
si nful ness and weakness. Jesus, your precious Saviour, now calls you to
take your position firmy upon the platformof eternal truth. If you
suffer with him he will crown you with glory in his everlasting

ki ngdom |If you are willing to sacrifice all for Christ, then he wl
be your Saviour. But if you choose your own way, you will follow on in
darkness until it is too late to secure the eternal reward. p. 62

Para. 2, [210T1].

What have you been willing to suffer for the truth's sake? You have a
short, very short, period in which to cultivate the noble traits of
your character. You have all been, to sone extent, dissatisfied and
unhappy. You have had many conpl aints to make. You have tal ked,
especially ---- and ----, your unbelief, and censured others. You have



had hearts filled with pride, and even bitterness, at tinmes. Your

cl osets have been negl ected, and you have not |oved the exercises of
religious duties. If you had been persevering in your efforts to grow
up into Christ your living head, you woul d now be strong, and conpetent
to bless others with your influence. p. 63, Para. 1, [210T].

If you had cultivated a steady, uniform unwavering energy, you would
now be strong to resist tenptation. But these precious qualities can
only be gained through a surrender of the soul to the clainms of
religion. p. 63, Para. 2, [210T].

Then your motives will be high, the intellect and affection will be
bal anced by high principles. God will work with us if we will only
engage in healthy action. W nust feel the necessity of uniting our
human efforts and zeal ous action with divine power. We can stand forth
in God, strong to conquer. ----, you have greatly failed in energy of
purpose to do, and to endure. p. 64, Para. 1, [210T].

VWhat a great mistake is made in the education of children and youth,
in indul ging, and favoring, and petting them They becone selfish and
inefficient. There is a |lack of energy exercised in the little things
of life. The character has not been trained to acquire strength in the
performance of the every-day duties, lowy though they may be. There is
a neglect of doing willingly and cheerfully what lies directly before
you to do, which sone one nust do. There is a great desire with us to
find a nore exalted, larger work. p. 64, Para. 2, [210T].

No one is qualified for the inmportant and great work, unless he has
been faithful in the performance of the little duties. p. 64, Para. 3,
[210rT1].

It is by degrees the character is formed and the soul trained to put
effort and energy proportionate for the task which is to be
acconplished. If we are creatures of circunstance, we shall surely fai
of perfecting Christian character. p. 64, Para. 4, [210T].

You nmust master circunmstances; not allow circunmstances to master you.
You can find energy at the cross of Christ. You can now grow by
degrees, and conquer difficulties, and overcone force of habit. You
need to be stinulated by the life-giving force of Jesus. You should be
attracted to Christ, and clothed with his divine beauty and excel |l ence.
Bro. ----'s daughter has an education to gain, as she is no nore
conpetent for the duties and difficulties of |life as a wife, than a
school girl of ten years old. p. 65, Para. 1, [210T].

Rel i gi on should dictate and guide you in all your pursuits, and should
hol d absol ute control over your affections. If you yield yourselves
unreservedly into the hands of Christ, making his power your strength,
then will your nobral sense be clear to discern the quality of character
that you may not be deceived by appearances and make great mistakes in
your friendship. You want your noral power keen and sensitive, that it
may bear severe tests and not be marred. You want your integrity of
soul so firmthat vanity, display, or flattery, will not nove you. p.
65, Para. 2, [210T].

Oh! it is a great thing to be right with God, the soul in harnony with
its Maker, that am d the contagion of evil exanple, which inits



decei tful appearance would lure the soul fromduty. Angels nay be sent
to your rescue; but bear in mnd, if you invite tenptation, you wl]l

not have divine aid to keep you from being overcone. The three worthies
endured the fiery furnace, for Jesus walked with themin the fiery
flame. If they had, of thenselves, walked in the fire, they would have
been consumed. Thus will it be with you. If you do not walk
deliberately into tenptation, God will sustain you when the tenptation
cones. p. 65, Para. 3, [210T1].

The Cause in New York. p. 66, Para. 1, [210T].

VWhile in Vernont, Dec. 10, 1871, | was shown some things in regard to
New York. The cause in the State seenmed to be in a deplorable
condition. There were but few | aborers, and these were not as efficient
as their profession of faith in the sacred truths for this tine
demanded of them There are those in the State, who mnister in word
and doctrine, who are not thorough worknen. Although they have believed
the theory of the truth, and have been preaching for years, never wll
t hey be conpetent |aborers until they work upon a different plan. They
have spent nuch tinme anong the churches when they are not qualified to
benefit them They need the spirit of endurance to suffer for Christ's
sake, to "drink of the cup and be baptized with the baptism" before
they are prepared to help others. Unselfish, devoted worknen are
needed, to bring things up in New York to the Bible standard. These nen
have not been in the Iine of their duty in traveling anong the
churches. If God has called themto his work, it is to save sinners.
They shoul d prove thensel ves by going out into new fields, that they
may know for thensel ves whether God has conmitted to them the work of
saving souls. p. 66, Para. 2, [210T].

Had Brn. Tayl or, Saunders, Cottrell, Wiitney, and Bro. and sister

Li ndsay, |abored in new fields, they would now be far in advance of
what they are. Meeting opposition of opponents would drive themto
their Bibles for argunments to sustain their position, which would

i ncrease their know edge in the Scriptures, and would give thema
consci ous power of their ability in God to neet opposition in any form
Those who are content to go over and over the same ground anong the
churches, will be deficient in the experience they should have. They
will be weak--not strong to will, and do, and suffer, for the truth's
sake. They will be inefficient worknen. p. 67, Para. 1, [210T].

Those who have the cause of God at heart, and feel |ove for precious

soul s for whom Christ died, will not seek their ease or pleasure. They
will do as Christ has done. They will go forth to "seek and to save
that which was lost." He said, "I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance." p. 68, Para. 1, [210T].

If mnisters in New York wish to help the church, they can do so in no
better way than to go out in new fields and |labor to bring souls into
the truth. When the church see that their mnisters are all aglow wth
the spirit of the work, feeling deeply the force of the truth, and
seeking to bring others to the know edge of the truth, it will put new
life and vigor in them Their hearts will be stirred to do what they
can to aid in the work. There is not a class of people in the world
that are nore willing to sacrifice of their means to advance the cause
t han Sevent h-day Adventists. p. 68, Para. 2, [210T].



If the mnisters do not discourage themto death by their indol ence,
and inefficiency, and |ack of spirituality, they will generally respond
to any appeal that may be made that will conmend itself to their
judgnent and consci ences. But they want to see fruit. And it is right
that the brethren in New York should demand fruits of their mnisters.
What have they done? What are they doing? Mnisters in New York should
have been far in advance of what they are. But they have not engaged in
that kind of |abor which called forth earnest effort, and strong
opposition which would drive themto their Bibles, and to prayer, that
they coul d answer opponents, and, in the exercise of their talents,
doubl ed them There are ministers in New York who have been preaching
for years who cannot be depended upon to give a course of |ectures.
They are dwarfed. They have not exercised their mnds in the study of
the word, and in neeting opposition, so that they m ght be strong nen
in God. Had they gone forth "without the canp," like faithful soldiers
of the cross of Christ, and depended upon God and their own energies,
rather than |l eaning so heavily upon their brethren, they would have
obt ai ned an experience, that now they would be qualified to engage in
the work anywhere their help is nost needed. p. 68, Para. 3, [210T].

If the ministers generally in New York had |eft the churches to | abor
for thensel ves, and they not stood in their way, both churches and
m ni sters would be now further advanced in spirituality, and in the
know edge of the truth. p. 69, Para. 1, [210T].

Many of our brethren and sisters in New York have been backsliding
upon health reform There is but a small nunmber of genuine health
reformers in the State. Light and spiritual understandi ng have been
given to the brethren in New York. The truth that has reached the
under standi ng, the |ight that has shone on the soul, that has not been
appreci ated and cherished, will w tness against themin the day of God.
Truth has been given to save those who woul d believe and obey. Their
condemmation is not because they did not have the |ight, but because
they had the light and did not walk init. p. 69, Para. 2, [210T].

God has furnished man with plentiful neans for the gratification of
natural appetite. He has spread before hima bountiful variety in the
products of the earth that are palatable to the taste, and nutritious
to the system O these, saith our benevol ent Heavenly Father, "ye may
freely eat.” W may enjoy the fruits, the vegetables, and grains,
wi t hout doing violence to the laws of our being. Grains, fruits, and
veget abl es, prepared in the nost sinple and natural manner, will
nouri sh the body, and preserve its natural vigor wthout the use of
fl esh-neats. p. 70, Para. 1, [210T].

God has created man a little lower than the angels, and has bestowed
upon himattributes that will, if properly used, make hima blessing to
the world, and reflect back the glory to the Gver. But man, nmade in
the i mage of God, has, through intenperance, violated principle and

God's law in his physical nature. Intenperance of any kind will benunb
the perceptive organs, and so weaken the brain-nerve power, that
eternal things will not be appreciated, but place upon a level with

common. The hi gher powers of the mind, designed for el evated purposes,
are brought into slavery to the baser passions. |f our physical habits
are not right, the mental and noral powers cannot be strong; for great
synpat hy exi sts between the physical and noral. The apostle understood
this, and raises his voice of warning to his brethren: "Dearly bel oved,



| beseech you, as strangers and pilgrinms, abstain fromfleshly |usts,
whi ch war against the soul."” p. 70, Para. 2, [210T].

There is but little noral power in the professed Christian world.
Wong habits have been indul ged, and physical and noral |aws have been
di sregarded, until the general standard of virtue and piety is
exceedingly low. Habits which | ower the standard of physical health,
enfeeble the nmental and noral strength. The indul gence of unnatura
appetite and passions has a controlling influence upon the organs of
the brain. The animal organs are strengthened, while the noral are
depressed. It is inpossible for an intenperate man to be a Christian
for his higher powers are brought into slavery to the passions. p. 71
Para. 1, [210T1].

Those who have had the |ight upon the subjects of eating and dressing
with sinplicity, in obedience to physical and noral |aw, and turn from
the light which points out their duty, will shun duty in other things.
If they blunt their consciences to avoid the cross which they will have
to take up to be in harmony with natural law, they will, in order to
shun reproach, violate the ten commandments. p. 72, Para. 1, [210T].

There is a decided unwillingness with some to endure the cross and
despi se the shame. Sone will be | aughed out of their principles.
Conformity to the world is gaining ground anong God's people, who
profess to be as pilgrins and strangers, waiting and watching for the
Lord's appearing. There are many anong prof essed Sabbat h- keepers in New
York who are nore firmy wedded to worldly fashions and |usts than they
are to healthy bodies, sound mnds, or sanctified hearts. p. 72, Para.
2, [210r1].

God is testing and proving individuals in New York. He has permtted
some to have a neasure of prosperity, to develop what is in their
hearts. Pride and |ove of the world have separated them from God. The
principles of truth are sacrificed, virtually, while they profess to
I ove the truth. Christians should wake up and act. Their influence is
telling upon, and nolding, the opinions and habits of others. The
wei ghty responsibility they will have to bear of deciding by their
i nfluence the destiny of souls. p. 72, Para. 3, [210T].

The Lord, by close and pointed truths for these | ast days, is cleaving
out a people fromthe world, and purifying themunto hinself. Pride and
unheal t hful fashions, the |love of display, the |love of approbation, al
nmust be left with the world, if we would be renewed in know edge after
the i mage of Him who created us. "For the grace of God that bringeth
sal vation hath appeared unto all nen, teaching us, that denying
ungodl i ness, and worldly lusts, we should Iive soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world, |ooking for that bl essed hope, and
the gl orious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who gave hinself for us, that he might redeemus fromall iniquity, and
purify unto hinself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." p. 73,
Para. 1, [210T1].

The church in Roosevelt need sifting. A thorough conversion is
necessary before they can be in working order. Selfishness, pride,

envy, malice, evil surm sing, backbiting, gossiping, and tattling, have
been cherished anong them wuntil the Spirit of God has but little to do
with them The prayers of some who profess to know God are, in their



present state, an abonmination in the sight of the Lord. They do not
sustain their faith by their works, and it were better if sone had
never professed the truth, than to have di shonored their profession as
they have. While they profess to be servants of Jesus Christ, they are
servants of the eneny of righteousness, and their works testify of them
that they are not acquainted with God, and that their hearts are not in
obedi ence to the will of Christ. They make child's play of religion.
They act like pettish children. p. 73, Para. 2, [210T].

The children of God, the world over, are one great brotherhood. Qur
Saviour has clearly defined the spirit and principles which should
govern the actions of those who, by their consistent, holy lives,

di stingui sh thenmselves fromthe world. Love for one another, and
suprenme love to their Heavenly Father, should be exenplified in their
conversation and works. The present condition of nany of the children
of God is like a fam |y of ungrateful, quarrelsone children. p. 74,
Para. 1, [210T1].

There is danger of even ministers in New York being of that class who
are ever |earning and never able to cone to the know edge of the truth.
They do not practice what they learn. They are hearers, but not doers.
These m nisters need to experience the truth that will enable themto
conprehend the el evated character of the work. p. 74, Para. 2, [210T1].

W are living in a nost solem, inportant tine of this earth's

hi story. Inportant and fearful events are before us. W are anm d the
perils of the |last days. How necessary that all those that do fear God
and |l ove his |aw, should hunble thensel ves before him and be
afflicted, and nmourn, and confess their sins that have separated God
from his people. And that which should excite the greatest alarmis
that we do not feel our condition, and understand our |ow estate, and
are satisfied to remain as we are. W should flee to the word of God
and to prayer. We should nmake this matter our first business. W should
i ndividually seek the Lord earnestly, that we may find him The church
is responsible for the talents cormitted to their trust, and it is

i mpossible for Christians to neet their responsibilities unless they
stand on that elevated and exalted position that is in accordance with
the sacred truths which they profess. The light that shines upon our
pat hway hol ds us responsible to let that light shine forth to others in
such a manner that they will glorify God. p. 75, Para. 1, [210T].

The advancenent of the church in ----, in spiritual things, is not in
proportion to the light which has shone upon their pathway. God has
committed to each talents to be inproved, by being put out to the
exchangers, that when the Master shall cone, he may receive his own
with usury. The church at ---- are largely conposed of val uabl e
material; but there is a failure in reaching the high standard which it
is their privilege to attain. p. 75, Para. 2, [210T].

The working material in the church is nostly branches of three

fam lies, connected by marriage. There is talent, and good material to
make worknen, in the church at advantage in that locality. The entire
church is not growing in spirituality. They are not favorably situated

to call into exercise the talents God has given them and devel op
strength. There is not roomfor all to work. One gets in the way of the
other. There is a lack of spiritual strength. If the church in ---- was

less a family church, each would feel individual responsibility. p



76, Para. 1, [210T].

If the talent and influence of several of its menbers should be
exercised in other churches, where they would be drawn out to help
where help is really needed, they woul d be obtaining an experience of
the highest value in spiritual things, and would be a blessing to
ot hers by bearing responsibilities and burdens in the work of God. They
woul d, whil e engaged in hel ping others, be follow ng the exanpl e of
Christ. He came not to be ministered unto, but to minister to others.
He pl eased not hinself. He made hinself of no reputation. He took upon
hi msel f the formof a servant, and spent his life in doing good. He
coul d have spent his days on earth in ease and plenty, and appropriated
to hinself the enjoynents of this life. He lived not to enjoy, but to
do good, and save others fromsuffering. The exanple of Christ is for
us to follow. p. , nmore than can be enployed to good, Para. 1, [210T].

The brethren ---- and ---- are men who can, if consecrated to God,
bear a greater weight of responsibilities than they have done. They
have thought they would be pronpt to respond to any call that should be
made for neans, and that this was the principal burden they had to bear
in the cause of God. But Cod requires nore of themthan this. If they
had trained their nmnds to a nore critical study of the word of God,
that they m ght have beconme | aborers in his cause, and work for the
sal vation of sinners, as earnestly as they have to obtain the things of
this life, they would have devel oped strength and wi sdomto engage in
the work of God where | aborers are greatly needed. p. 77, Para. 1,
[210T].

These brethren, by remaining in a famly community, are being dwarfed
in mental and spiritual strength. It is not the best policy for
children of one, two, or three famlies, who are connected by marri age,
to settle within a few mles of each other. The influence is not good
on the parties. The business of one is the business of all. The
perplexities and troubles which every fanm |y nust experience, nore or
| ess, and which, as far as possible, should be confined to limts of
the famly circle, are extended to fanmily connections, and have a
beari ng upon the religious neetings. There are matters which shoul d not
be known to a third person, however friendly and cl osely connected they
may be. Individuals and famlies should bear them But the close
relationship of several famlies, brought into constant intercourse,
has a tendency to break down the dignity which should be maintained
with every famly. The delicate duty of reproof and adnonition given,
will be in danger of injured feelings unless done with the greatest
tenderness and care. The best npdels of characters will be liable to
errors and m stakes, and great care should be exercised that too much
is not made of little things. p. 77, Para. 2, [210T].

Such fami |y and church rel ationship as exist in ---- is very pleasant
to the natural feelings; but is not the best, all things considered,
for the devel opnent of a symmetrical Christian character. The cl ose
rel ati onship, and famliar associations with each other, while united
together in church capacity, render the weight and strength of
i nfluence feeble. There is not that dignity preserved, and that high
regard, and confidence, and |ove, that nmake a prosperous church. Al
parti es would be nuch happier to be separated, and visit occasionally.
Their influence then upon each other would be tenfold greater. p. 78,
Para. 1, [210T1].



These families, united as they are by marriage, mngling in each
other's society, are awake to the faults and errors of each other, and
feel in duty bound to correct them and because these relatives are
really dear to each other, they are grieved over little things that
they would not notice in those not as closely connected. Keen
sufferings of mnd are endured, because feelings will arise with sone,
that they have not been treated inpartially, and with all that
consi deration they deserved. Petty jeal ousies sonetines arise, and
nmol ehil I s become nountains. These little m sunderstandi ngs, and petty
vari ances, cause severer suffering of mnd than trials that come from
ot her sources. p. 79, Para. 1, [210T].

These things nmake these truly conscientious, noble-m nded nen and
wonen feeble to endure, and they are not devel oping the character they
m ght were they differently situated. They are dwarfed in nmental and
spiritual growh, which threatens to destroy their useful ness. Their
| abors and interests are confined nostly to each other. Their influence
is narrowed down, when it should be wi dening, and nore general, that
they may, by being placed in a variety of circunstances, bring into
exerci se the powers which God has given them in such a manner as shal
contribute nost to his glory. Al the faculties of the mnd are capable
of high inprovenment. The energies of the soul need to be aroused, and
brought out to operate for the glory of God. p. 79, Para. 2, [210T1].

God calls for mssionaries. There are talent and ability in the church
at ---- that will grow in capacity and power as they are exercised in
the work and cause of God. If these brethren will educate their ninds
in making the cause of God their first interest, and will sacrifice
their pleasure and inclination for the truth's sake, the bl essing of
God will rest upon them These brethren, who |love the truth, and have
been for years rejoicing because of increasing |light shining upon the
Scriptures, should let their light shine forth to those who are in

darkness. God will be to them wi sdom and power, and will glorify
himsel f in working with and by those who wholly follow him "If any man
will serve me, himwll my Father honor." The wi sdom and power of God

will be given to the willing and faithful. p. 80, Para. 1, [210T].

The brethren in ---- have been willing to give of their neans for the
various enterprises; but they have withheld thensel ves. They have not
said, Here am |, Lord, send ne. It is not the strength of human

i nstruments; but the power and wi sdom of Hi m who enpl oys them and
works with them that nmakes them successful in doing the work that is
necessary to be done. The offering of our goods to the Possessor of
Heaven and earth, while we w thhold ourselves, cannot neet his
approbation, or secure his blessing. There nust be in the hearts of the
brethren and sisters in ---- a principle to yield all, even thensel ves,
upon the altar of God. p. 81, Para. 1, [210T].

Men are needed who can and will take burdens and bear responsibilities
in Battle Creek. The call has been given, tine and again, but hardly a
response has been nmade. Some woul d have answered the call, if their

worl dly interests would have been advanced by so doing. But as there
was no prospect of increasing their nmeans by coming to Battle Creek,
they could see no duty to come. To obey is better than sacrifice. And
wi t hout obedi ent and unselfish |ove, the richest offerings are too
nmeager to be presented to the Possessor of all things. p. 81, Para. 2,



[210T].

God calls upon the brethren and sisters in the Lord, to the help of
the Lord against the m ghty. The reason there is so little strength
anong those who profess the truth is, they do not exercise the ability
God has given them Very nmany have wapped up their talent in a napkin,
and hid it in the earth. It is by using the talents that they increase.
God will test and prove his people. Bro. and sister ---- have been
fai thful burden-bearers in the cause of God, and now their children
shoul d not stand back, and |et the burdens rest so heavily upon them
It is tine that the powers of their |ess worn minds should now be
exerci sed, and they work nore especially in their Master's vineyard.

p. 81, Para. 3, [210T].

Sone of the brethren and sisters in New York have felt anxious that
Bro. and sister encouraged to | abor anong the churches. But this is the
wrong place for themto prove thenselves. |If God has indeed |aid upon
them the burden of labor, it is not for the churches; for they are
generally in advance of them p. 82, Para. 1, [210T].

There is a world before Bro. and sister |arge one. They have plenty of
roomto try their gifts and test their calling without entering into

ot her nmen's labors, and building upon a foundation they have not |aid.
Bro. and sister ---- have been very slow to obtain an experience in

sel f-denial. They have been slow to cone up to health reformin all its
branches. The churches are in advance of themin the denial of

appetite. Therefor they cannot be a benefit to the churches in this
direction, but rather a hindrance. p. , especially sister ----, should
be, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. ---- has not been a blessing to the church in Roosevelt, but a
great burden. He has stood directly in the way of their advancenent. He
has not been in a condition to help the church when and where they
needed hel p the nost. He has not correctly represented our faith. His
conversation and |ife have not been unto holiness. He has been far
behi nd, not ready or willing to discern the | eadings of God's
provi dence. He has stood in the way of sinners. He has not been in that
position where his influence would recormend our faith to unbelievers.
p. 83, Para. 1, [210T].

Hi s exanpl e has been a hindrance to the church, and to his unbelieving
nei ghbors. If Bro. ---- had been wholly consecrated to God, his works
woul d have been fruitful and productive of nmuch good. But that which
nore especi ally distinguishes God's people fromthe popul ar religious
bodies is not their profession alone, but their exenplary character
and their principles of unselfish |ove. The powerful and purifying
i nfluence of the Spirit of God upon the heart, carried out in words and
wor ks, separates themfromthe world, and designates them as God's
pecul i ar people. The character and disposition of Christ's followers
will be Iike the Master. He is the pattern, the holy and perfect
exanpl e given for Christians to imtate. The true followers of Christ
will love their brethren and be in harnony with them They will |ove
their neighbors, as Christ has given them an exanple, and will make any
sacrifice if they can by so doing persuade souls to | eave their sins
and be converted to the truth. p. 83, Para. 2, [210T].

The truth, deeply rooted in the heart of believers, will spring up and



bear fruit unto righteousness. Their words and works are the channels

t hrough which the pure principles of truth and holiness are conveyed to
the worl d. Especial blessings and privileges are for those who | ove the
truth, and wal k according to the |ight they have received. If they
neglect to do this, their light will becone darkness. When the people
of God becone self-sufficient, the Lord | eaves themto their own

wi sdom Mercy and truth are pronised to the hunble in heart, the

obedi ent and faithful. p. 84, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. ---- has stood in the way of his children. If he had been
consecrated to God, his heart in the work, and living out the truth he
prof essed, he would have felt the inmportance of commandi ng his
househol d after him as did faithful Abraham p. 84, Para. 2, [210T].

The | ack of harnony and | ove between the two brothers ---- is a
reproach to the cause of God. Both are at fault. Both have a work to do
i n subdui ng self and cultivating the Christian graces. God is
di shonored by their dissensions, and | do not go too far when | say
hatred, that exists between these two natural brothers. Bro. A ---- is
greatly at fault. He has cherished feelings that have not been in
accordance with the will of God. He knows the peculiarities of his
brother ----, that he has a fretful, unhappy tenperanent. Frequently,
he cannot see good when it lies directly in his path. He sees only
evil, and beconmes di scouraged very easily. Satan magnifies a nol ehil
into a nountain before him Al things considered, M---- |ess
censurabl e, because less injurious to the cause of present truth. p.
85, Para. 1, [210T].

These natural brothers nmust be reconciled fully to each other before
they can Iift the reproach fromthe cause of God that their disunions
have caused. "In this the children of God are nanifest, and the
children of the devil; whosoever doeth not righteousness, is not of
God, neither he that |oveth not his brother. He that saith he is in the
light and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. " Those who
| abor for God should be clean vessels, sanctified to the Master's use.
"Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord." "If a nan say, | |ove
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that [oveth not his
br ot her whom he hath seen, how can he | ove God whom he hath not seen?
And this commandment have we from him That he who | oveth God | ove his
brother also.” p. has pursued in many things a course, Para. 1,
[210T].

The enmbassadors of Christ have a responsi ble and sacred work before
them They are savors of life unto |ife, or of death unto death. Their
i nfluence deci des the destiny of souls for whom Christ died. Bro. and

sister ---- both lack experience. Their life has not been unto
hol i ness. They have not had a deep and thorough know edge of the divine
will. They have not been steadily advancing onward and upward in the

divine life, so that their experience could be of value to the church
Their course has burdened the church not a little. p. 86, Para. 1,
[210T].

Sister ----' past |life has not been of that character that her
experience could be a blessing to others. She has not lived up to her
convictions of conscience. Her conscience has been too many tines
vi ol ated. She has been a pleasure seeker, and given her life to vanity,
frivolities, and fashion, in face of the light of truth which has shone



upon her pathway. She knew the way, but neglected to walk in it. The
Lord gave sister ---- a testimony of warning and reproof. She believed
the testinony, and separated herself fromthat class who were | overs of
pl easures nore than | overs of God. Then, as she viewed her past life,
so full of wongs and negl ect, she gave up to unbelief and stolid

gl oom Despair spread its dark wi ngs over her. Her marriage with Bro. -
--- changed the order of things somewhat. At tines since she has been
very gl oony and desponding. p. 86, Para. 2, [210T].

Sister ---- has a good know edge of the prophecies, and can trace them
and speak upon themvery readily. Some of the brethren and sisters have
been anxious to urge out Bro. and sister ---- as active |aborers. But
there is danger of Bro. and sister ---- working froma wong
st andpoi nt. She has received the advantages of education superior to
many by whom she is surrounded. As sister ---- has |abored publicly,
she has depended upon her own strength nore than upon the Spirit of
God. She has had a spirit of lofty independence, and has thought she
was qualified to teach rather than to be taught. Sister ----, with her
| ack of experience in spiritual things, is unprepared to | abor anong
t he churches. She has not the discernment and spiritual strength
necessary to build themup. If they should engage in this work at all
t hey should commence in the church at Roosevelt, by exerting a good
i nfl uence there. Their work shoul d be where the work nost needs to be
done. p. 87, Para. 1, [210T].

There is work to be done in new fields. Sinners need to be warned who
never have heard the warning nmessage. Here, Bro. and sister ---- have
anple roomto work and prove their calling. No one should hinder them
in their effort in new fields. There are sinners to save in every
direction. But some mnisters are inclined to go over and over the sane
ground anong the churches, when their |abors cannot help them and
their tine is wasted. p. 88, Para. 1, [210T1].

We would wish all the Lord's servants were |aborers. This work should
not be confined alone to the mnisters, but brethren who have the truth
in their hearts, and have exerted a good influence at home, should fee
that a responsibility rests upon them of devoting a part of their tine
to go out anmong their neighbors, and in adjoining towns, to be
m ssionaries for God. They should carry the publications, and engage in
conversation, and, in the spirit of Christ, pray with and for those
whom they visit. This is the work that will arouse a spirit of
reformati on and investigation. p. 88, Para. 2, [210T].

The Lord has been for years calling the attention of his people to
health reform This is one of the great branches of the work of
preparation for the com ng of the Son of Man. John the Baptist went
forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way of the Lord,
and turn the people to the wisdomof the just. He was a representative
of those living in these | ast days to whom God has entrusted sacred
truths to present before the people, to prepare the way for the second
appearing of Christ. John was a reforner. The angel Gabriel, direct
from Heaven, gave a di scourse upon health reformto the father and
not her of John. He said he should not drink wine or strong drink, and
should be filled with the Holy Ghost fromhis birth. p. 88, Para. 3,
[210T].

John separated hinself fromfriends, and fromthe luxuries of life.



The sinplicity of his dress, a garnment woven of canel's hair, was a
standi ng rebuke to the extravagance and display of the Jew sh priests,
and of the people generally. H s diet, purely vegetable, of |ocusts and
wi | d honey, was a rebuke to the indul gence of appetite, and the
gluttony that prevail ed everywhere. The prophet Ml achi decl ares,
"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the conm ng of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord, and he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of children to their fathers."
Here the prophet describes the character of the work. Those who are to
prepare the way for the second coming of Christ are represented by
faithful Elijah, as John cane in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the
way for his first advent. The great subject of reformis to be
agitated, and the public mnd is to be stirred. Tenperance in al
things is to be connected with the nessage, to turn the people of God
fromtheir idolatry, their gluttony, their extravagance in dress and
other things. p. 89, Para. 1, [210T].

The self-denial, humlity, and tenperance, required of the righteous,
whom God has especially led and blessed, is to be presented to themin
contrast to the extravagant, health-destroying habits of the people who
live in this degenerate age. God has shown that health reformis as
closely connected with the third angel's nessage as the hand is united
to the body. And there is nowhere to be found so great a cause of
physi cal and noral degeneracy, as a neglect of this inportant subject.
Those who are indulging their appetite and passions, and close their
eyes to the light for fear they shall see sinful indul gences which they
are unwilling to forsake, are guilty before God. Woever turns fromthe
light in one instance hardens his heart to disregard the light in other
matters. Whoever violates noral obligations in the matter of eating and
dressing, prepares the way to violate the clainms of God in regard to
eternal interests. Qur bodies are not our own. God has clains upon us
to take care of the habitation he has given us, that we may present our
bodies to hima living sacrifice, holy and acceptable. Qur bodies
bel ong to hi m who nmade them and we are in duty bound to becone
intelligent in regard to the best neans of preserving the habitation he
has given us fromdecay. If we enfeeble the body by self-gratification,
by indul ging the appetite, and by dressing in accordance with health-
destroying fashions, in order to be in harmony with the world, we
beconme enem es of God. p. 90, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. and sister ---- have not appreciated the |ight upon health
reform They have not seen a place for it in connection with the third
message. Providence has been | eading the people of God out fromthe
extravagant habits of the world, away fromthe indul gence of appetite
and passion, upon the platform of self-denial and tenperance in al
t hi ngs. The people whom God is leading will be peculiar. They will not
be like the world. If they will follow the |eadings of God, they wl
yield their will to the will of God. Christ will dwell in the heart.
The tenple of God will be holy. Your body, says the apostle, is the
tenple of the Holy Chost. God does not require his children to deny
thensel ves to the injury of the physical strength. He requires of them
to obey natural law, to preserve physical health. Nature's path is the
road he marks out, and it is broad enough for any Christian. God has,
with a lavish hand, provided us with rich and varied bounties for our
sust enance and enjoynent. In order for us to enjoy the natural appetite
which will preserve health and prolong life, he restricts the appetite.
He says, Beware, restrain, deny, unnatural appetite. If we create a



perverted appetite, we violate the |laws of our being, and take upon
oursel ves the responsibility of abusing our bodies, and of bringing
di sease upon ourselves. p. 91, Para. 1, [210T].

The spirit and power of Elijah have been stirring hearts to reform
and directing themto the wisdomof the just. Bro. and sister ---- have
not been converted to the health reform notw thstanding the amunt of
evi dence God has given upon this subject. Self-denial is essential to
genui ne religion. Those who have not |earned to deny thenselves are
destitute of vital, practical godliness. W cannot expect anything else
but that the clains of religion will come in contact with the natura
affections and worldly interest. There is work in the vineyard of the
Lord for all and every one to do. None should be idle. Angels of God
are all astir, ascending to Heaven, and descending to earth again with
messages of nmercy and warni ng. The heavenly nessengers are noving upon
m nds and hearts. There are nmen and wonen whose hearts are susceptible
of being inspired with the truth, everywhere. |If nen and wonmen who have
a knowl edge of the truth would now work in unison with the Spirit of
God, we should see a great work acconplished. p. 92, Para. 1, [210T].

New fields are open for all to test their calling by experinenta
effort, and in bringing out souls from darkness and error, and
establishing themupon the platformof eternal truth. If Bro. and
sister ---- feel that God has called themto engage in his work, they
have enough to do to call sinners to repentance. In order to have God
working in them and by them they need a thorough conversion. The work
of fitting a people in these last days for the conming of Christ, is a
nost sacred, solem work, and calls for devoted, unselfish |aborers.
Those who have humility, faith, energy, perseverance, and decision
will find plenty to do in their Master's vineyard. There are
responsi ble duties to be perfornmed which require earnestness, and
exertion of all their energies. It is the willing service God accepts.
If the truth we profess is of such infinite inportance as to decide the
destiny of souls, how careful should we be in its presentation. p. 93,
Para. 1, [210T1].

"The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth nore and
nmore unto the perfect day." Bro. and sister ----, if you had wal ked in
the light as it has shone upon your pathway, had you been draw ng
nearer and closer to God, steadfastly believing the truth, and wal ki ng
hunbly before God in the Iight he has given, you woul d now have an
experience that would be of inestinable value. Had you inproved the
talents |l ent you of God, you would have shone as lights in the world.
But |ight becones darkness to all those who will not walk init. In
order to be accepted and bl essed of God as our fathers were, we nust
i mprove our light as the ancient faithful prophets inproved theirs. CGod
requires of us according to the grace he has bestowed upon us. He will
not accept |ess than he clains. Al his righteous demands nust be fully
met. In order for us to neet our responsibilities, we nmust stand on
that el evated ground that the order and advancenent of holy, sacred
truth has prepared for us. p. 94, Para. 1, [210T1].

Bro. CB. ---- fails to realize the sanctifying influence of the truth
of God upon the heart. He is not patient, hunble, and forbearing, as he
should be. He is easily stirred. Self arise, and he says and does nany
t hi ngs without due reflection, and he does not exert a saving influence
at all times. If Bro. ---- was inbued with the Spirit of Christ, he



could with one hand take hold of the Mghty One, while with the hand of
faith and | ove he woul d reach the poor sinner. Bro. ---- needs the
power ful influence of divine love, for this will renew and refine the
heart, sanctify the life, and el evate and ennoble the entire man. Then
his words and works will savor of Heaven rather than of his own spirit.
p. 94, Para. 2, [210T].

If the words of eternal |ife are sown in the heart, fruit will be
produced unto righteousness and peace. A spirit of self-sufficiency and
sel f-i nportance nust be overcome by you, ny dear brother. You should
cultivate a spirit willing to be instructed and counsel ed. \Watever
ot hers may say or do, you should say, VWat is that to ne; Christ has
bid me follow him You should cultivate a spirit of neekness. You need
an experience in genui ne godliness, and unless you have this, you
cannot engage in the work of God understandingly. Your spirit nust
soften, and be subdued by bei ng brought into obedience to the will of
Christ. You should at all tines maintain the lowy dignity of a
foll ower of Jesus. Qur deportnent, our words and actions, preach to
others. We are living epistles, known and read of all nen. p. 95,
Para. 1, [210T1].

You shoul d be careful not to preach the truth from contention or
strife; for if you do, you will npbst assuredly turn the battle against
yoursel f, and be found advancing the cause of the eneny, rather than
the truth of God. Every contest wherein you engage should be froma
sense of duty. |If you nake God your strength, and subdue yourself, and
let the truth bear away the victory, the devices of Satan and his fiery
darts will fall upon hinself, and you be strengthened, and kept from
error, and guarded fromevery false way. You need to cultivate caution
and not rush on in your own strength. The work is inportant and sacred,
and you need great wi sdom You should counsel with your brethren who
have had experience in the work. But, above everything else, you should
obtain a thorough know edge of your own weakness and your dangers, that
you may not make shi pwreck of faith. You should strengthen the weak
points in your character. p. 96, Para. 1, [210T1].

We are living amd the perils of the |last days, and if we have a
spirit of self-sufficiency and i ndependence, we shall be exposed to the
wi | es of Satan, and be overcone. Self-inportance nmust be put away from
you, and you be hid in God, depending al one upon himfor strength. The
churches do not need your labor. If you are consecrated to God, you can
| abor in new fields, and God will work with you. Purity of heart and
life God will accept. Anything short of this, he will not regard. W
must suffer with Christ if we would reign with him p. 96, Para. 2,
[210T].

Bro. S---- could have acconplished good if he had, years ago, given
all for Christ. He has not been sanctified through the truth. His heart
has not been right with God. His talent he has hid in the earth. What
will he say who has put his talents to a wong use when the Master
shall require himto give account of his stewardship. Bro. ---- has not
been an honor to the cause of God. It is dangerous to contend with the
provi dence of God, and to be dissatisfied with al nost everything, as
t hough there had been a special arrangenent of circunstances to tenpt
and destroy. The work of pruning and purifying, to fit us for Heaven,
is a great work, and will cost us a great deal of suffering and trial
because our will is not subjected to the will of Christ. W nust go



t hrough the furnace till the fires have consuned the dross, and we are
purified, and reflect the divine inmge. Those who follow their

i nclinations and are governed by appearances, are not good judges of
what God is doing. They are filled with discontent. They see failure
where there is indeed triunph, a great |oss where there is gain; and,
i ke Jacob, they have been ready to exclaim "All these things are
agai nst nme," when the very things whereof they conpl ai ned were al
wor ki ng together for their good. p. 97, Para. 1, [210T].

No cross, no crown. How can one be strong in the Lord without trials.
To have strength, we nust have exercise. To have strong faith, we nust
be placed in circunstances where our faith will be called forth. The
apostl e Paul, just before his martyrdom exhorted Tinothy, "Be thou
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel, according to the power of
God." It is though much tribulation we enter the kingdom of God. Qur
Saviour was tried in every possible way, and yet he triunphed in God
continually. It is our privilege to be strong in the strength of God
under all circunstances, and to glory in the cross of Christ. p. 98,
Para. 1, [210T1].

Epi stl e Number Two. p. 98, Para. 2, [210T].

Dear Sister ----; In ny view of Dec. 10, 1871, | saw that sone things
had been great hindrances to your recovery of health. Your peculiar
traits of character have prevented you fromreceiving the good you
m ght have received, and frominproving in health as you m ght have
i mproved. You have a special routine you go through, and in this you
will not be turned aside. You have your ideas, which you carry out,
when frequently these ideas are not in harnony with physical |aw, but
they are in harnmony with your judgnment. p. 98, Para. 3, [210T].

You have a strong nmnd and set will, and you think you understand your
own case better than any others can, because you trace your feelings.
You are guided by your feelings. You are governed by your experience.
You have tried this and that plan to your entire satisfaction, and you
have proved that your judgnent was best to be followed in regard to
your own case. But what has been your standard? Answer: Your feelings.
Now, ny sister, what has this to do with the real facts in the case?
But very little. Feelings are a poor criterion, especially when under
the control of a strong imagination and firmwll. You have a very
determi ned m nd, and your course is mapped out before you; but you do
not view your case froma correct standpoint. Your judgnent is not safe
to be relied upon when it relates to your own case. p. 99, Para. 1,
[210T].

I was shown that you had nmade sone inprovenents, but not as many, and
as fast, and as thorough, as you might; for the reason that you take
your case in your own hands. This is the reason | w shed you to come to
the Health Institute, that you should feel it your duty to be guided by
the judgnent of the nore experienced. The physicians of the Health
Institute understand the matter of disease, and its causes, better than

you can; and if you will yield willingly your set ideas, and abi de by
their judgnent, there is hope of your recovery. But if you refuse to do
this, | see no hope of your becom ng what you m ght be with proper

treatnment. p. 99, Para. 2, [210T].

You, my sister, as | have before stated, rely upon experience. Your



experience decides you to pursue a certain course. But that which many
term experience is not experience at all, but a course of habit, or
mere indul gence, blindly, and frequently ignorantly, followed, with a
firm set determ nation, without intelligent thought or inquiry
relative to the laws and causes at work in the acconplishnent of the
object and the result. p. 100, Para. 1, [210T1].

Real experience is a variety of experinents entered into carefully,
with the mind freed from prejudice, and uncontrolled by previously
est abl i shed opi nions and habits; marking the results with carefu
solicitude, anxious to learn, inprove, and reform on every or any
habit, if that habit is not in reason with physical and noral |aw. The
i dea of others gainsaying what you have | earned by experience seens to
you to be folly, and even cruelty itself. But there are nore errors
received and firmy retained under the fal se idea of experience than
from any other cause, for the reason that what is generally terned
experience is no experience at all, because there has never been a fair
trial by actual experinent and thorough investigation, with a know edge
of the principle involved in the action. p. 100, Para. 2, [210T].

Your experience was shown to nme as not reliable, because opposed to
natural law. Your experience is in conflict with the unchangeabl e
principles of nature. Superstition, ny dear sister, arising from
di seased i magi nation, arrays you in conflict with science and
principle. Wich shall be yielded? Your strong prejudices and very set
ideas in regard to what course was best to be pursued relative to
yoursel f, has long held you fromgood. | have understood your case for
years, but felt inconmpetent to present the matter in that clear manner
that you could see and conprehend it, and put to a practical use the
light given you. p. 101, Para. 1, [210T].

There are many invalids today who will ever remain so, because they
cannot be convinced that their experience is not reliable. The brain is
the capital of the body, the seat of all the nervous forces, and of
mental action. The nerves proceeding fromthe brain control the body.
By the brain nerves nmental inpressions are conveyed to all the nerves
of the body as by telegraphic wires; and they control the vital action
of every part of the system All the organs of notion are governed by
t he conmuni cation they receive fromthe brain. p. 101, Para. 2,

[210T].

If your mind is inpressed and fixed that a bath will injure you, the

mental inpression is conmunicated to all the nerves of the body. The
nerves control the circul ation of the blood; therefore the blood is,
t hrough the inpression of the mind, confined to the bl ood-vessels, and
the good effects of the bath are | ost, because the blood is prevented
by the mind and the will fromflowing readily, and fromcomng to the
surface and stinulating, arousing, and pronoting circul ation. For

i nstance, you are inpressed that if you bathe you will become chilly.
The brain sends this intelligence to the nerves of the body, and your
bl ood-vessel s, held in obedience to your will, cannot performtheir

of fice and you react after a bath. There is no reason in science or

phi |l osophy why an occasi onal bath, taken with studious care, should do
you anything but real good. Especially is this the case where there is
but little exercise to keep the nuscles in action, and to aid the
circulation of the blood through the system Bathing frees the skin
fromaccumul ati on of inpurities which are constantly collecting, keeps



t he skin noist and supple, thereby increasing and equalizing the
circulation. p. 102, Para. 1, [210T].

Persons in health should on no account negl ect bathing. They by al
means bathe as often as twice a week. Those who are not in health have
impurities of the blood, and the skin is not in a healthy condition
The multitudes of pores, or little nouths, through which the body
breat hes, becone clogged and filled with waste matter. The skin needs
to be carefully and thoroughly cleansed, that the pores nay do their
work in freeing the body frominpurities; therefore, feeble persons who
are diseased, surely need the advantages and bl essi ngs of bathing as
often as twice a week, and frequently even nore than this is positively
necessary. Respiration is nore free and easy if bathing is practiced,
whet her sick, or well. By bathing, the nuscles becone nore flexible,
the m nd and body are alike invigorated, the intellect is brighter, and
every faculty is livelier. The bath is a soother of nerves. It pronpotes
general perspiration, quickens the circulation, overcomes obstructions
in the system and acts beneficially on the kidneys and urinary organs.
Bat hi ng hel ps the bowels, stomach, and liver, giving energy and new
life to each. Digestion is pronoted by bathing, and instead of the
system bei ng weakened, it is strengthened. Instead of increasing the
liabilities to cold, a bath properly taken fortifies against cold,
because the circulation is inproved, and the uterine organs, which are
nore or | ess congested, are relieved, for the blood is brought to the
surface, and a nore easy and regular flow of the blood through all the
bl ood-vessel s is obtained. p. 103, Para. 1, [210T].

Experience is said to be the best teacher. Cenuine experience is

i ndeed superior to book know edge. But habits and custons gird nen and
wonen as with iron bands, and they are generally justified by
experience, according to the common understandi ng of experience. Very
many have abused preci ous experience. They have clung to their

i njurious habits, which are decidedly enfeebling to physical, nental,
and noral health, and when you seek to instruct them they sanction
their course by referring to their experience. But true experience is
in harmony with natural |law, and science. p. 104, Para. 1, [210T].

Here is where we have nmet with the greatest difficulties in religious
matters. The plainest facts may be presented, the clearest truths
brought before the mnd, sustained by the word of God, but the ear and
heart are closed, and the all-convincing argunment is, my experience.
Sonme will say, The Lord has blessed nme in believing and doing as |
have; therefore, | cannot be in error. My experience is clung to, and
the nost elevating, sanctifying truths of the Bible are rejected for
what they are pleased to style experience. Many of the grossest habits
are cherished, with the plea of experience. Many fail to reach that
physical, intellectual, and noral inmprovenent it is their privilege and
duty to attain, because they will contend for the reliability and
safety of their experience, although that m sjudged experience is
opposed to the plainest revealed facts. Men and wonen, with
constitution and health gone, because of their wong habits and
custons, will be found recommendi ng their experience, which has robbed
themof vitality and health, as safe for others to follow Very nany
exanpl es nmight be given to show how nen and wonen have been deceived in
relying upon their experience. p. 104, Para. 2, [210T].

The Lord made man upright in the beginning. He was created with a



perfectly bal anced nmind. The size and strength of the organs of the

m nd were perfectly devel oped. Adam was a perfect type of man. Every
quality of m nd was well proportioned, each having a distinctive
office, and yet dependent one upon another for the full and proper use
of any one of them Adam and Eve were permitted to eat of all the trees
in the garden, save one. The Lord said to the holy pair, In the day
that ye eat of the tree of know edge of good and evil, ye shall surely
die. Eve was beguiled by the serpent to believe that God woul d not do
as he said he would. Ye shall not surely die, said the serpent. Eve
ate, and imagi ned that she felt the sensations of a new and nore
exalted life. She bore the fruit to her husband, and that which had an
over powering i nfluence upon himwas her experience. The serpent had
said that she should not die, and she had not ill effects fromthe
fruit which could be interpreted to nean death, but just as the serpent
had said, a pleasurable sensation, which she i nagi ned was as the angels
felt. Her experience stood arrayed against the positive conmand of
Jehovah, and Adam permitted hinself to be seduced by the experience of
his wife. Thus it is with the religious world generally. God' s express
commands are transgressed, and because "sentence against the evil-doer
is not executed speedily, the hearts of the sons of men are fully set
in themto do evil." p. 105, Para. 1, [210T].

Men and wonen, in the face of the npbst positive commands of God, will
follow their own inclination, and then dare to pray over the matter, to
prevail upon God to consent to allow themto go contrary to his
expressed will. God is not pleased with such prayers. Satan conmes by
their side, as he did to Eve in Eden, and inpresses them and they have
an exercise of mind, and this they relate as a nost wonderfu
experience which the Lord has given them A true experience will be in
perfect harnony with natural and divine | aw. Fal se experience wl|
array itself against science and the principles of Jehovah. The
religious world is covered with a pall of noral darkness. Superstition
and bigotry control the mnds of men and wonen, and blind their
judgment so that they do not discern their duty to their fellow nen,
and their duty to yield unquestioned obedience to the will of God. p.
106, Para. 1, [210rT].

Bal aam i nquired of God if he m ght curse Israel, because in so doing
he had the prom se of great reward. God said, Ye shall not go; but he
was urged by the messengers, and greater inducements were presented.
Bal aam had been shown the will of the Lord in this matter, but he was
so eager for the reward that he ventured to ask God the second tine.
The Lord pernmitted Balaamto go. Then he had a wonderful experience;
but who would wi sh to be guided by such an experience as that of
Bal aan? There are those who woul d understand their duty clearly if
their duty was in harmony with their natural inclinations.
Circunstances and reason may indicate clearly their duty, but when
agai nst their natural inclination, these evidences are frequently set
asi de. Then these persons will presunme to go to God to learn their
duty. But God will not be trifled with. He will permt such persons to
follow the desires of their own hearts. Ps. 81:11, 12: "But ny people
woul d not hearken to ny voice; so | gave themup unto their own hearts’
lust; and they wal ked in their own counsels." p. 107, Para. 1, [210T].

Those who are desirous to follow a course which pleases their fancy,
are in danger of being left to follow their own inclinations, supposing
themto be the | eadings of God's Spirit. Sone have their duty indicated



by circunmstances and facts sufficiently clear, but have, through the
solicitations of friends, in harnony with their own inclinations, been
swerved fromthe path of duty, and passed over the clear evidences in
the case; and, with apparent conscientiousness, they have prayed | ong
and earnestly for light. They have had earnest feeling in the matter,
and they interpret this to be the Spirit of God. They had light, and in
the very reason of things, should have understood their duty; but a few
pl easi ng i nducenents bal ance their minds in the wong direction, and
they urge these before the Lord, and press their case, and the Lord
allows themto have their own way. They have so strong an inclination
to follow their own course that God pernmits themto do so, and to
suffer the results. These imagi ne they have a wonderful experience. p.
108, Para. 1, [210rT].

My dear sister, firmmess is a strong and controlling influence in your
m nd. You have acquired strength to stand up and brace agai nst
opposition, and carry through difficulties and perplexing enterprises.
You do not | ove contention. You are highly sensitive, and feel deeply.
You are strictly conscientious, and your judgnent nust be convinced
before you will yield to the opinions of others. Had your physica
heal th been uni npaired, you would have made an emninently useful woman.
You have | ong been di seased, and this has affected your imagination so
that your thoughts have been concentrated upon yourself, and the
i magi nati on has affected the body. Your habits have not been good in
many respects. You have eaten too largely, and of a poor quality of
food, which could not be converted into good bl ood. Your food has not
been of the right quantity or quality. You have educated the stomach to
this manner of diet. This, your judgnment has taught you, was the best,
because you realized the | east disturbance fromit. But this was not a
correct experience. Your stomach was not receiving that vigor that it
shoul d fromyour food. Your food taken in a |iquid state would not give
heal t hful vigor or tone to the system And when you change this habit,
and eat nmore solids and | ess liquids, your stomach will feel disturbed.
But notwi thstanding this, you should not yield the point; you should
educat e your stomach to bear a nore solid diet. You have worn too great
an amount of clothing, and have debilitated the skin by thus doing. You
have not given your body a chance to breathe. The pores of the skin, or
little mouths through which the body breathes, have become cl osed, and
the system has been filled with inpurities. p. 109, Para. 1, [210T].

Your habit of riding out in the open air and sunshi ne has been very
beneficial to you. Your life out of door has sustained you, so that you
have the neasure of physical strength that you now enjoy. But you have
negl ect ed ot her exercise which was even nore essential than this. You
have depended upon your carriage to go even a short distance. You have
t hought if you wal ked even a little way it would injure you, and you
have felt weary in doing so. But in this your experience is not
reliable. p. 110, Para. 1, [210T].

The sane power of npbtion you exercise in getting in and out of a
carriage, in going up and down stairs, could just as well be exercised
in wal king, and perform ng the ordinary and necessary duties of life.
You have been very helpless in regard to donestic duties. You have not
felt that you could have care of your husband's clothes, or his food.
Now, ny sister, this inability exists nore in your imagination than in
your inability to perform You think it will weary and tax you to do
this and that; and it does. You have strength that if put to a



practical and econonical use would acconplish nuch good, and nake you
far nore useful and happy. You have so great a dread of beconi ng
hel pl ess, that you do not exercise the strength the Lord has bl essed
you with. In many things you have hel ped your husband. At the sanme tine
you have taxed his patience and strength. You have felt that he did not
under stand your case when he has thought that you could change sonme of
your habits, and inprove. Your friends have felt that you nmi ght be nore
useful in your hone, and not so hel pl ess. This has grieved you. You

t hought they did not understand. Sone have unwi sely pressed their

opi nion of your case upon you, and you have been grieved. You have felt
that God, in answer to prayer, would hel p you, and you have many tinmes
been helped in this way. But you have not conme up to the point of

physi cal strength it was your privilege to enjoy, because you did not
do on your part. You have not fully worked in union with the Spirit of
God. p. 110, Para. 2, [210T].

God has given you a work to do which he does not propose to do for
you. You should nmove out, fromprinciple, in harnony with natural |aw,
irrespective of feeling. You should begin to act upon the |ight God has
gi ven you. You may not be able to do this all at once, but you can do
much by noving out gradually in faith, believing that God will be your
hel per, and will strengthen you to perform You could have exercise in
wal king, and in performng duties requiring light |abor in your famly,
and not be so dependent upon others. The consciousness that you can do,
will give you increased strength. |If your hands were nore enpl oyed, and
your brain |less exercised in planning for others, your physical and
mental strength would increase. Your brain is not idle, but there is
not correspondi ng | abor with the other organs of the body. Exercise, to
be of deci ded advantage to you, should be systematized and brought to
bear upon debilitated organs, that they nay become strengthened by use.
The novenent cure is a great advantage to a class of patients who are
too feeble to exercise. But for all who are sick to rely upon it
making it their dependence, while they neglect to exercise their
nmuscl es thenselves, is a great mstake. p. 112, Para. 1, [210T].

Thousands are sick and dying around us who mght get well and live if
t hey woul d; but their imagination holds them fearing they shall be
made worse if they | abor or exercise, when this is just the change they
need to make themwell. Wthout this, they never can inprove. They
shoul d exercise the power of the will, and rise above their aches and
debility, engage in useful enploynent, and forget they have aching
backs, sides, lungs, and head. Want of exercise of the entire body, or
negl ecting to exercise a portion of the body, will bring on norbid
conditions. Inaction of any of the organs of the body will be foll owed
by decrease of size and strength of the nuscles, and cause the blood to
flow sluggi shly through the bl ood-vessels. p. 113, Para. 1, [210T].

In your donestic life, if there are duties to be done, you do not
think it possible that you could do them but you depend upon others.
Sonetines it is exceedingly inconvenient for you to obtain the help you
need. You frequently expend double the strength required to performthe
task, in planning and searching for sonme one to do the work for you. If
you would only bring your mnd to do these little acts and famly
duties yourself, you would be blessed and strengthened in it, and your
i nfluence in the cause of God would be far greater. God nmade Adam and
Eve in Paradi se, and surrounded themwi th everything that was usefu
and | ovely. God planted for them a beautiful garden. No herb, nor



fl ower, nor tree, was wanting, which mght be for use and ornanent. The
Creator of man knew that this workmanship of his hands could not be
happy w t hout enploynent. Paradise delighted their souls, but this was
not enough; they nust have labor to call into exercise the wonderfu
organs of the body. The Lord had made the organs for use. |f happiness
consisted in doing nothing, man, in his state of holy innocence, would
have been | eft unenployed. But he who fornmed man knew what woul d be for
hi s best happi ness, and he no sooner nmade him than he gave him his
appoi nted work. In order to be happy, he nust labor. p. 113, Para. 2,
[210T].

God has given us all sonething to do. In the discharge of the various
duties which we are to perform which lie in our pathway, we shall be
bl essed and our lives be useful. Not only will the organs of the body
be gaining strength by their exercise, but the mind will be acquiring
strength and know edge, in the action of all of the organs of the body.
The exercise of one nuscle, while other nuscles are left with nothing
to do, will not strengthen the inactive ones any nore than the use of
one of the organs of the mind, if continually exercised, will devel op
and strengthen the organs not brought into use. Each faculty of the
m nd and each muscle have their distinctive office, and all require to
be exercised in order to becone properly devel oped and retain healthfu
vigor. Each organ and nuscle has its work to do in the living organism
Every wheel in the nmachinery nust be a living, active, working wheel
Nature's fine and wonderful works need to be kept in active notion in
order to performthe object for which they were designed. Al the
faculties have a bearing upon each other, and all need to be exercised,
in order to be properly devel oped. |If one nuscle of the body is

exerci sed nore than another, the one used will becone nmuch the | arger
and destroy the harmony and beauty of the devel opnent of the system A
variety of exercise will call into use all the muscles of the body. p

114, Para. 1, [210T].

Those who are feeble and indol ent should not yield to inclination to
be inactive and deprive thensel ves of air and sunlight, but should
practice exercising out of door, in walking or working in the garden.

They will becone very nuch fatigued, but this will not hurt them You
ny sister, will experience weariness, yet it will not hurt you, but
your rest will be sweeter after it. Inaction weakens the organs that

are not exercised. And when the organs that have been idle are used,
pai n and weariness are experienced because the nuscl es have becone
feeble. It is not good policy to give up the use of certain nuscles
because pain is felt when they are exercised. The pain is frequently
caused by the effort of nature to give life and vigor to these parts

t hat have becone partially lifeless through inaction. The notion of
these |l ong disused nmuscles will cause pain, because nature is awakening
themto life. p. 115, Para. 1, [210T].

Wal king, in all cases where it is possible, is the best renedy for

di seased bodi es, because in walking, all the organs of the body are
exerci sed. Many who depend upon the novenent cure, could, by nuscul ar
exerci se, acconplish nore for thenmsel ves than the novenents can do for
them There is not exercise that can take the place of wal king. Want of
exercise, with sone cases, causes the bowels and nuscles to becone

enf eebl ed and shrunken. Exercise will strengthen these organs that have
beconme enfeebled for want of use. The circulation of the blood is
greatly inproved by the act of wal king. The active use of the |inbs



will be of the greatest advantage to you, sister ----. You have had
many notions, and you have been very sangui ne, which has been to your
injury. Wiile you fear to trust yourself in the hands of the
physi ci ans, and think you understand your case better than they do, you
cannot be benefited, but only harmed, by their treatnent of your case.
Unl ess the physicians can obtain the confidence of their patients, they
can never help them |f you prescribe for yourself, and think you know
what treatnent you should have better than the physicians, you cannot
be benefited. You nust yield your will and ideas, and not rein yourself
up to resist their judgnment and advice in your case. p. 116, Para. 1
[210T].

May the Lord help you, ny sister, to have not only faith, but
correspondi ng works. p. 117, Para. 1, [210T].

Epi stl e Nunber Three. p. 117, Para. 2, [210T].

Dear Sister ----: | thing you are not happy. In seeking for sonme great
work to do, you overl ook present duty, lying directly in your path. You
are not happy, because you are | ooking above the little every-day
duties of life, for sonme higher and greater work to do. You are
restless, uneasy, and dissatisfied. You |love to dictate better than you
|l ove to perform You |ove better to tell others what to do, than with
ready cheerful ness to take hold and do yourself. p. 117, Para. 3,
[210T].

You coul d have nmade your father's honme nore happy had you studied your
i nclination |less, and the happi ness of others nore. When engaged in the
comon, ordinary duties of life, you fail to put your heart into your
| abor. Your mind is reaching forward and beyond, to a work nore
agreeabl e, higher, or nore honorable. Sonebody nust do these very
things that you take no pleasure in, and even dislike. These plain,
sinmple duties, if done with willingness and faithfulness, will give you
an education that is necessary for you to obtain in order for you to
have a | ove of household duties. Here is an experience highly essentia
for you to gain, but you do not love it. You nmurrmur at your lot, and
make those around you unhappy, and are neeting with a great |oss
yoursel f. You may never be called to a work which would call you before
the public. But all the work we do that is necessary to be done, were
it washing dishes, setting tables, waiting upon the sick, cooking, or
washing, is of noral inportance; and until you can cheerfully and
happily take up these duties you are not fitted for greater and higher
duties. The hunbl e tasks before us are to be taken up by sone one; and
those who do them should feel that they are doing a necessary and
honor abl e work, and that their mission, hunble though it my be, is
doi ng the work of God just as surely as Gabriel, when sent to the
prophets, was doing his. Al are working in their order in their
respecti ve spheres. The woman in her hone, doing the sinple duties of
life that must be done, can, and should, exhibit faithfulness,
obedi ence, and | ove, as sincere as angels in their sphere. Conformty
to the will of God nmakes any work honorable that nust be done. p. 117,
Para. 4, [210T1].

What you need is |love and affection. Your character needs to be

nol ded. Your worrying nust be laid aside, and in place of this, cherish
gentl eness and | ove. Deny self. W were not created angels, but |ower
than the angels; yet our work is inportant. We are not in Heaven, but



upon the earth. When we are in Heaven, then we shall be qualified to do
the lofty and el evating work of Heaven. It is here in this world that
we nmust be tested and proved. We should be armed for conflict and for
duty. p. 119, Para. 1, [210T1].

The hi ghest duty that devol ves upon youth is in their own hones,

bl essing father and nother, brothers, and sisters, by affection and
true interest. Here they can show self-denial and self-forgetfulness in
caring and doing for others. Never will worman be degraded by this work.
It is the nost sacred, elevated office she can fill. What an influence
a sister may have over brothers. If she is right, she may determ ne the
character of her brothers. Her prayers, her gentleness, and her

af fection, may do nmuch in a household. My sister, these high qualities
of m nd can never be communicated to other m nds unless they first
exi st in your own. That contentnent of m nd, sunniness of tenper,
affection, and gentleness, which will reach every heart, will reflect
back to you agai n what your heart gives forth. If Christ does not reign
in the heart, there will be discontent and noral deformty. Selfishness
will require of others that which we are unwilling to give them |If
Christ is not in the heart, the character will be unlovely. p. 119,
Para. 2, [210T1].

It is not a great work and great battles alone which try the soul and
demand courage. Every-day life brings its perplexities, trials, and
di scouragenents. It is the hunble work which frequently draws upon the
patience and the fortitude. Self-reliance and resolution will be
necessary to neet and conquer all difficulties. Secure the Lord to
stand with you, in every place to be your consolation and confort. A
meek and quiet spirit you much need, and without it, you cannot have
happi ness. May God help you, ny sister, to seek neekness and
ri ghteousness. It is the Spirit of God that you need. If you are
willing to be anything or nothing, God will help, and strengthen, and
bl ess, you. But if you neglect the little duties, you will never be
intrusted with greater. p. 120, Para. 1, [210T].

Epi stl e Nunmber Four. p. 121, Para. 1, [210T1].

Dear Children ---- and ----: You are deceived in regard to yoursel ves.
You are not Christians. To be true Christians is to be Christ-like. You
are far fromthe mark in this respect; but | hope you will not be
deceived until it is too late for you to formcharacters for Heaven.

p. 121, Para. 2, [210T1].

Your exanpl e has not been good. You have not cone to the point to obey
the words of Christ: "If any man will conme after nme, |et himdeny

hi nsel f, and take up his cross daily, and follow ne." Here are |essons
you have not | earned. The denial of self has not been a part of your
education. You have neglected to study the words of |ife. "Search the
Scriptures,” said the heavenly Teacher. He knew that this was necessary
for all, in order to be Christ's true followers. You love to read story
books, but do not find the word of God interesting. You should restrict
your reading to the word of God, and to books that are of a spiritua
and useful character. In so doing, you will close a door against
tenptation, and you will be blessed. p. 121, Para. 3, [210T].

Had you inproved the light that has been given in Battle Creek, you
woul d now be far in advance of what you are in the divine life. You are



vai n and proud children. You have not felt that you must give an
account of your stewardship. You are accountable to God for all your
privileges, and for all the neans which passes through your hands. Your
pl easure and your selfish gratification have been indul ged at the
expense of conscience and the approval of God. You do not act |ike
servants of Jesus Christ, responsible to your Saviour who has bought
you by his own precious blood. "Know ye not, that to whomye yield
yoursel ves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey,

whet her of sin unto death, or obedience unto righteousness?" "But God
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you; being then
made free fromsin, ye become the servants of righteousness.” p. 121
Para. 4, [210T1].

You are professedly the servants of Jesus Christ. Do you then yield to
hi m ready and willing obedi ence? Do you earnestly inquire how you shal
best please H m who has called you to be soldiers of the cross of
Christ? Do you both |ift the cross and glory in it? Answer these
guestions to God. Al your acts, however secret you may think they may
be, are open to your Heavenly Father. Nothing is hidden, nothing
covered. Al your acts, and the notives which pronpt them are open to
his sight. He has full know edge of all your words and thoughts. You
have a duty to control your thoughts. You will have to war against a
vain imagination. You may think that there can be no sin in permtting
your thoughts to run as they naturally would w thout restraint. But
this is not so. You are responsible to God for the indul gence of vain
t houghts, for fromvain imagi nation arises the actual doing of the
things the mnd has dwelt upon, and the commital of sins. Govern your
t houghts, and it will then be much easier to govern your actions. Your
t houghts need to be sanctified. Paul wites to the Corinthians,
"Casting down i magi nati ons and every high thing that exalteth itself
agai nst God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedi ence
of Christ." When you cone into this position, the work of consecration

will be better understood by you both. Your thoughts will be pure
chaste, and el evated. Your actions will be pure and sinless. Your
bodies will be preserved in sanctification and honor, that you may

present them "a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service." You are required to deny self in little as
wel | as greater things. You should make an entire surrender to God. You
are not approved of God in your present state. p. 122, Para. 1,

[210T].

You have had an unsanctified influence over the youth in ----. Your

| ove of show | eads to the expenditure of nmeans, which is wong. You do
not realize the clainms the Lord has upon you. You have not becone
acquainted with the sweet result of self-denial. Its fruits are sacred
To serve yourselves, and to pl ease yourselves, has been the order of
your lives. To spend your means to gratify pride, has been your
practice. GCh! how much better it would have been for you to have
restrai ned your desires, and made sone sacrifice for the truth of Cod,
and in thus denying the lust of the eye, and the lust of the flesh, and
the pride of life, have sonmething to put into the treasury of God.

I nstead of purchasing frivolous things, put your little into the bank
of Heaven, that when the Master conmes, you nmay receive both principa
and interest. p. 123, Para. 1, [210T].

Have you both studied how much you could do to honor your Redeener



upon the earth? Ch, no! You have been pleased to honor yourselves, and
to receive honor of others; but to study to show yoursel ves approved of
God has not been the burden of your lives. Religion, pure and
undefiled, with its strong principles, would prove to you an anchor. In
order to answer life's great ends, you nust avoid the exanple of those
who are seeking for their own enjoynment and their own pleasure, who
have not the fear of God before them God has nade provisions for you
that are anple, that if you conply with the conditions laid down in his
word, separation fromthe world, you may receive strength fromhimto
repress every debasing influence, and devel op that which is noble,

good, and elevating. Christ will be in you a well of water springing up
into everlasting life. The will, the intellect, and every enotion, when
controlled by religion, has a transform ng power. p. 124, Para. 1,
[210T].

"Whet her, therefore, ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God." Here is a principle Iying at the foundation of every
act, thought, and notive; the consecration of the entire being, both
physi cal and nental, to the control of the Spirit of God. The
unsanctified will and passions must be crucified. This may be regarded
as a close and severe work. Yet it nust be done, or you will hear the
terrible sentence fromthe nmouth of Jesus, "Depart." You can do al
things through Christ who strengtheneth you. You are of that age when
the will, the appetites, and passions, clanmor for indul gence. God has
i mpl anted these in your nature for high and holy purposes. It is not
necessary that these should becone to you a curse by being debased.
They only will be found so when you refuse to subnmt to the control of
reason and consci ence. Restrain, deny, are words and works you are not
famliar with by experience. Tenptations have swayed you. Unsanctified
mnds fail to receive the strength and confort God has provided for
them They are restless, and possess a strong desire for sonething new,
to gratify, to please and excite the mind, and this is called pleasure.
Satan has alluring charns to engage the interest and excite the
i magi nati on of the youth in particular, that he may fasten themin his
snare. You are building upon the sand. You need to cry earnestly, "O
Lord, my innobst soul convert." You can have an influence for good over
ot her young people, or you can have an influence for evil. p. 125,
Para. 1, [210T1].

May the God of peace sanctify you wholly, soul, body, and spirit. p.
126, Para. 1, [210T].

The Work at Battle Creek. p. 126, Para. 2, [210T1].

In a vision given me at Bordoville, VT., Dec. 10, 1871, | was shown
that the position of nmy husband has been a very difficult one. The
pressure of care and | abor has been upon him H's brethren in the
m nistry have not had these burdens to bear, and they have not
appreci ated his labors. The constant pressure upon him has taxed him
mental ly and physically. | was shown his position to the people of God
was simlar, in some respects, to that of Moses to Israel. There were
mur murer s agai nst Moses, when in adverse circunstances, and there have
been murmurers against him p. 126, Para. 3, [210T].

There has been no one in the ranks of Sabbath-keepers who would do as
ny husband has done. He has devoted his interest alnost entirely to the
buil ding up of the cause of God, regardless of his own persona



interests, and at the sacrifice of social enjoyment with his fanily. In
his devotion to the cause, he has frequently endangered his health and
life. He has been so nuch pressed with the burden of this work that he
has not had suitable tinme for study, neditation, and prayer. God has
not required of himto be in this position, even for the interest and
progress of the work of publishing at Battle Creek. There are other
branches of the work, other interests of the cause, that have been
negl ected through his devotion to this one. God has given us both a
testimony which will reach hearts. He has opened before ne nmany
channels of light, not only for nmy benefit, but for the benefit of his
people at large. The Lord has al so given nmy husband great |ight upon

Bi bl e subjects, not for hinself alone, but for others. | saw that these
thi ngs should be witten and tal ked out, and new |ight would continue
to shine upon the word. | saw that we could acconplish tenfold nore to

build up the cause, in | aboring anong the people of God, bearing the
varied testinony to nmeet the wants of the cause of God in different
pl aces and under different circunstances, than to remain at Battle
Creek. Qur gifts are needed in the sanme field in witing and in
speaki ng. Wile ny husband is overburdened, as he has been, with an
accunul ation of cares and financial matters, his nmind cannot be as

fruitful in the word. And he will be liable to be assailed by the
eneny, for he is in a position where there is a constant pressure, and
men and wonen will be tenpted, as were the Israelites, to conplain and

mur mur agai nst hi mwho stands in the nobst responsible position to the
cause and work of God. Wil e standing under these burdens that no other
one woul d venture to take, he has sonetinmes, under the pressure of
care, spoken wi thout due consideration and with apparent severity. He
has sometines censured those in the Ofice because they did not take
care. And when needl ess ni stakes have occurred, he has felt that

i ndi gnation for the cause of God was justifiable in him This course
has not al ways been attended with the best results. It has sonetinmes
resulted in a neglect to do the very things which they should do, for
fear they should not do themright, and then would be blaned for it.
Just as far as this has gone, the burden has fallen heavier upon ny
husband. p. 127, Para. 1, [210T].

The better way woul d have been for himto have been fromthe Ofice
nore than he has, and left the work with others to do. And if they
prove thensel ves unfaithful, or not capacitated for the work, after
patient and fair trial, they should be discharged, and |eft to engage
i n business where their blunders and m stakes will effect their own
personal interests and not the cause of God. p. 129, Para. 1, [210T].

There were those who stood at the head of the business of the
Publ i shi ng Associ ati on who were, to say the very least, unfaithful. And
had those in particular who were associated with them as trustees been
awake, and their eyes not blinded, and their sensibilities unparalyzed,
t hey woul d have been separated fromthe work | ong before they were. p
129, Para. 2, [210T].

When ny husband recovered fromhis | ong and severe sickness, he took
the work confused and enbarrassed as it was left by unfaithful nmen. He
worked with all the resolution and strength of mnd and body that he
possessed, to bring the work up, and to redeemit fromthe disgracefu
perplexity it had been brought into by those who had their own
i nterests promi nent, and who did not feel that it was a sacred work in
whi ch they were engaged. God's hand has been reached out in judgment



over these unfaithful ones. Their course and the result should prove a
warning to others, not to do as they have done. p. 129, Para. 3,
[210T].

The experience of ny husband during the period of his sickness was
unfortunate for him He worked in this cause with interest and devotion
as no other man had done. He had ventured and taken advance positions
as Providence had | ed, regardless of censure or praise. He had stood
al one and battl ed through physical and nental sufferings, not regarding
his own interests, while those whom God desi gned should stand by his
side | eft himwhen he nost needed their help. He was not only left to
battl e and struggle without their help and synpathy, but frequently he
had their opposition to neet, and they murnmured agai nst hi m who was
doing tenfold nmore than any of themto build up the cause of God. Al
these things have had their influence, and have nol ded the m nd that
was once free from suspicion, trustful, and confiding, to | ose
confidence in his brethren. Those who have acted their part in bringing
about this work will, in a great degree, be responsible for the result.
God woul d have led themif they had earnestly and devotedly served him
p. 130, Para. 1, [210T].

I was shown that my husband had given his brethren unm stakabl e
evi dences of his interest in, and devotion to, the work of God. After
he had spent years of his life in privation and unceasing toil to
establish the publishing interests upon a sure basis, he then gave away
to the people of God that which was his own, and that which he could
just as well have kept, and have received the profits from had he
chosen so to do. He showed the people in this act that he was not
seeking to advantage hinmself, but to pronote the cause of God. p. 131
Para. 1, [210T1].

When sickness came upon ny husband, many acted in the same unfeeling
manner toward himthat the Pharisees did toward the unfortunate and
oppressed. The Pharisees would tell the suffering ones that their
afflictions were on account of their sins, and that the judgments of
God had conme upon them In thus doing, they would increase their weight
of sufferings. When ny husband fell under his weight of care, there
were those who were nerciless. p. 131, Para. 2, [210T].

When beginning to recover, so that in his feebleness and poverty he
conmenced to | abor some, he asked of those who then stood at the head
of matters at the Ofice forty per cent discount on a one hundred
dol | ar order for books. He was willing to pay sixty dollars for the
books which he knew cost the Association only fifty dollars. He asked
this special discount in view of his past |abors and sacrifices in
favor of the publishing department. But he was denied this small favor.
He was coolly told that they could give himbut twenty-five per cent
di scount. My husband thought this very hard, yet he tried to bear it in
a Christian manner. God in Heaven marked the unjust decision, and from
that time took the case in his own hands, and has returned the
bl essings renoved, as he did to faithful Job. And fromthe tine of that
heart| ess deci sion he has been working for his servant. God raised him
up above his former health of body, clearness and strength of mnd, and
freedom of spirit. And he has, since that tinme, had the pleasure of
passing out with his own hands thousands of dollars' worth of our
publications without price. God will not utterly forget nor forever
forsake those who have been faithful, even if in their course errors



sometines occur. p. 131, Para. 3, [210T].

My husband has had a zeal for God and for the truth, and at tinmes this
zeal has led himto overlabor, to the injury of physical and nental
strength. But this was not regarded of God as great a sin as that of
negl ect and unfaithful ness of his servants in reproving wongs. Those
who praised the unfaithful, and flattered the unconsecrated, were
sharers in their sin of neglect and unfaithfulness. p. 132, Para. 1,
[210T].

God has given ny husband especial qualifications, natural ability, and
he sel ected himand gave himan experience to |lead out his people in
t he advance work. There have been nmurnurers anong Sabbat h- keepi ng
Adventists as was anbng ancient |Israel, and these jeal ous, suspicious
ones have given occasion to the enemes of our faith, by their
suggestions and insinuations, to distrust nmy husband' s honesty. These
j eal ous ones of the sanme faith have placed matters before the
unbelievers in a false light. These inpressions stand in the way of
many enbracing the truth. They regard ny husband as a schener, a
sel fish, avaricious man, and they are afraid of him and the truth we
as a people hold. Ancient Israel, when their appetite was restricted,
or when any cl ose requirenent was brought to bear upon them reflected
upon Mbses; that he was arbitrary, that he wished to rule them and be
al together a prince over them when Mdses was only an instrunent in
God's hands to bring his people into a position of subm ssion and
obedi ence to God's voice. p. 133, Para. 1, [210T].

Modern | srael have nurrmured and becone jeal ous of my husband because
he has plead for the cause of God. He has encouraged liberality, he has
rebuked those who |oved this world, and has censured selfishness. He
has plead for donations to the cause of God, and has led off by |ibera
donations hinmself, to encourage liberality with his brethren; but by
many murmurers and jeal ous ones, even this has been interpreted that he
wi shed to be personally benefited with the means of his brethren, and
that he had enriched hinmself at the expense of the cause of God, when
the facts in the case are, that God has entrusted nmeans in his hands to
rai se himabove want so that he need not be dependent upon the nercies
of a changeabl e, murnuring, and jeal ous people. Because we have not
selfishly studied our own interest, but have cared for the w dow and
the fatherless, God has in his providence worked in our behalf, and
bl essed us with prosperity and an abundance. p. 133, Para. 2, [210T].

Moses had sacrificed a prospective kingdom a life of worldly honor
and luxury in kingly courts, choosing rather to suffer affliction with
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasure of sin for a season, for
he esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the
treasures of Egypt. Had we chosen a life of ease and freedom from | abor
and care we m ght have done so. But this was not our choice. W chose
active labor in the cause of God, and itinerant life with all its
har dshi ps, privations, and exposure, to a |ife of indolence. W have
not lived for ourselves, to please ourselves, but we have tried to live
for God, to please and glorify him W have not made it an object to
| abor for property; but God has fulfilled his promise in giving us an
hundred-fold in this Iife. He may prove us by renmoving it away from us
If so, we pray for submission to hunbly bear the test. p. 134, Para.
1, [210T1].



While he has comritted to our trust talents of noney and influence, we
will try to invest it in his cause, that should fires consume and
adversity dimnish, we can have the pl easure of knowi ng that all our
treasure is not where fires can consume or adversity sweep away. The
i nvestment of our time, our interest, and our neans in the cause of God
is a sure bank that can never fail--a treasure in the Heavens that
faileth not. p. 135, Para. 1, [210T].

I was shown that ny husband has had three-fold the care he should have
had. He has felt tried that brethren ---- and and has felt grieved
because they did not help himin the business matters in connection
with the Institute and Association. There has been a continual advance
of the work of publication since the unfaithful have been separated
fromit. As the work increased, there should have been nmen to have
shared the responsibilities; but sone who could do this had no desire,
because it would not increase their possessions as much as sone nore
lucrative business. There is not that talent in our Office that there
shoul d be. The work demands the npbst choice and sel ect persons to
engage in it. Wth the present state of things in the Ofice, ny
husband will still feel the pressure that he has felt, but which he
should no |l onger bear. And it is only by a nmiracle of God's nercy that
he has stood under the burden so long. But there are now many things to
be considered. He has by his devotion to the work, and persevering
care, shown what may be done in the publishing departnment. Men with
unsel fish interests conmbined with sanctified judgnent, nmay nake the
work at the OFfice a success. My husband has so | ong borne the burden
alone that it has told fearfully upon his strength, and there is a
positive necessity for a change. He nust be relieved fromcare to a
great degree, and yet he can work in the cause of God in speaking and
witing. p. 135, Para. 2, [210T].

VWhen we returned from Kansas in the autumm of 1870, we both shoul d
have had a period of rest. Weks of freedom from care was necessary to
bring up our exhausted energies. But when we found the inportant post a
Battle Creek nearly deserted, we felt conpelled to take hold of the
wor k wi th doubl e energies, and | abored beyond our strength. | was shown
that my husband should stand there no |longer, unless there are nmen who
will feel the wants of the cause and bear the burdens of the work
while he shall sinply act as a counsellor. He nust lay the burden down;
for God has inportant work for himto do in witing and speaking the
truth. Qur influence in laboring in the wide field will tell nore for
t he upbuil ding of the cause of God. There is a great anount of
prejudice in many mnds. Fal se statenents have placed us in a wong
position before the people, and this is in the way of many enbracing
the truth. If they are made to believe that those who occupy
responsi ble positions in the work at Battle Creek are designing and
fanatical, they conclude that the entire work is wong, and that our
views of Bible truth nust be incorrect, and they fear to investigate
and receive the truth. But we are not to go forth to call the people to
|l ook to us; we are not to generally speak of ourselves, and vindicate
our character; but to speak the truth, exalt the truth, speak of Jesus,
exalt Jesus, and this, attended by the power of God, will renove
prej udi ce and di sarm opposition. Brn. ---- and ---- love to wite; so
does ny husband. And God has let his light shine upon his word and | et
himinto a field of rich thought that would be a blessing to the people
of God at large. While he has borne a triple burden, sone of his
m ni stering brethren have let the responsibility drop heavily upon him



consoling thenmsel ves with the thought that God had placed Bro. Wite at
t he head of the work and qualified himfor it, and he had not fitted
them for the position, therefore they have not taken the responsibility
and borne the burdens they m ght have borne. p. 136, Para. 1, [210T].

There should be nen to feel the same interest ny husband has felt.
There never has been a nore inportant period in the history of Seventh-
day Adventists than at the present tine. Instead of the publishing work
di mi ni shing, the demand for our publications is greatly increasing.
There will be nore to do instead of |ess. My husband has been nurnured
agai nst so much, and has contended with jeal ousy and fal sehood so | ong,
and he has seen so little faithfulness in nmen, that he has becone
suspi ci ous of al nost every one, even of his own brethren in the
mnistry. The ministering brethren have felt this, and for fear that
they should not nove wisely, in nmany instances, have not noved at all
But the tinme has cone when these nen nust unitedly labor and |ift the
burdens. The m nistering brethren lack faith and confidence in God.
They believe the truth, and in the fear of God they should unite their
efforts and bear the burdens of this work which God has laid upon them
If after one has done the best he can in his judgnment, and the other
t hi nks he can see where he could have inproved the matter, he should
kindly and patiently give the brother the benefit of his judgnent, but
shoul d not censure or question his integrity of purpose any sooner than
he woul d wi sh to be suspected or unjustly censured hinself. |If the
brot her who feels the cause of God at heart sees, in his earnest
efforts to do, that he has made a failure, he will feel deeply over the
matter, for he will be inclined to distrust himself, and |ose
confidence in his own judgment; nothing will weaken his courage and
God- | i ke manhood, |ike a sense of his mstakes and errors that he has
made in the work God has appointed himto do, which work he | oves
better than his life. How unjust then for his brethren that discovers
his errors to keep pressing the thorn deeper and deeper into his heart,
to make himfeel nore intensely when with every thrust he is weakening
faith, courage, and confidence, in hinself to do, and to work
successfully in the upbuilding of the cause of God. Frequently the
truth and facts are to be plainly spoken to the erring to nmake them see
and feel their error, that they nay reform But this should ever be
done with pitying tenderness, not with harshness or severity, but
consi der their own weakness, |est they also be tenpted. When the fault
is seen and acknow edged, then confort should be given instead of
grieving him and seeking to make himfeel nore deeply. In the sernon
of Christ upon the nmount, he said, "Judge not, that ye be not judged;
for with what judgnent ye judge, ye shall be judged; and w th what
nmeasure ye nete, it shall be measured to you again." Qur Saviour
reproved for rash judgnment. "Wy behol dest thou the note in thy
brother's eye;" and, "behold a beamis in thine ow eye." It is
frequently the case that while one is quick to discern the errors of
his brethren, he may be in greater faults hinself, and is blind to his
own errors. We should, all who are foll owers of Christ, deal with one
anot her exactly as we wish the Lord to deal with us in our errors and
weaknesses, for we are all erring, and need pity and forgi veness of
God. Jesus consented to take human nature, that he night know how to
plead with his Father in behalf of sinful, erring nortals. He
vol unteered to becone man's advocate, and he humiliated hinself to
beconme acquainted with the tenptati ons wherewith man was beset, that he
m ght succor those who should be tenmpted, and he be a tender and
faithful high priest. p. 138, Para. 1, [210T].



There is frequent necessity for plainly rebuking sin and reproving
wrong. But mnisters engaged in the work of the salvation of their
fell ow men, should not be pitiless toward the errors of one another
and should not make promi nent the defects in their organi zation. They
shoul d not expose or reprove their weaknesses. They should inquire if
such a course would bring about the desired effect with thensel ves,
would it increase their love for, and confidence in, the one who thus
made prominent their nistakes. Especially should the m stakes of
m ni sters who are engaged in the work of God be kept within as small a
circle as possible, for there are many weak ones who will take
advantage if they are aware that those who minister in word and
doctrine have weaknesses |ike other men. And it is a nost cruel thing
for the faults of a mnister to be exposed to unbelievers, if that
mnister in future is counted worthy to | abor for the salvation of
souls. No good can come of this exposure, but only harm God frowns
upon this course, for it is undernining the confidence of the people in
t hose whom God accepts to carry forward his work. The character of
every fellow Il aborer should be jeal ously guarded by brother mnisters.
Saith God, "Touch not mne anointed, and do ny prophets no harm" Love
and confidence should be cherished. A |ack of |ove and confidence in
one ninister for another does not increase the happiness of the one
thus deficient, but as he makes his brother unhappy, he is unhappy
hi msel f. There is greater power in |love than was ever found in censure.
Love will nmelt its way through barriers, while censure will close up
every avenue of the soul. p. 141, Para. 1, [210T].

My husband nust have a change. Losses may occur at the O fice of
publication for want of his |ong experience; but the |loss of nobney
cannot bear any conparison to the health and |ife of God's servant. The
i ncome of nmeans may not be as large for want of econom cal managers.

But if ny husband should fail again it would dishearten his brethren
and weaken their hands. Means cannot cone in as an equivalent. p. 142,
Para. 1, [210T1].

There is nuch to be done. M ssionaries should be in the field,
willing, if need be, to go to foreign countries to present the truth
before those who sit in darkness. But there is little disposition anong
young nen to consecrate thenselves to God, and to devote their talents
to his service. They are too willing to shun responsibilities and
burdens. They are not obtaining an experience in burden-bearing, nor in
the know edge of the Scriptures, that they should have to fit themfor
the work that God would accept at their hands. It is the duty of all to
see how nmuch they can do for the Master who has died for them But many
are seeking to do just as little as possible, and cherish the faint
hope of getting into Heaven. It is their privilege to have stars in
their crown because of souls saved through their instrumentality. But,
al as! indolence and spiritual sloth prevail everywhere. Selfishness and
pride occupy a large place in their hearts, and there is but little
room for heavenly things. p. 142, Para. 2, [210T1].

In the prayer Christ taught his disciples was the request, "Forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass agai nst us." W cannot
repeat this prayer fromthe heart and dare to be unforgiving, for we
ask the Lord to forgive our trespasses against himin the same manner
we forgive those who trespass against us. But few realize the true
import of this prayer. If those who are unforgiving did conprehend the



depth of its nmeaning, they would not dare to repeat it, and ask God to
deal with themas they deal with their fellownortals. And yet this
spirit of hardness and | ack of forgiveness exists, even among brethren
to a fearful extent. Brother is exacting with brother. p. 143, Para.
1, [210rT1].

Peculiar Trials. p. 144, Para. 1, [210T].

The position that ny husband has so | ong occupied in the cause and
wor k of God has been one of peculiar trials. His adaptation to business
and his clear foresight have led his mnistering brethren to drop
responsi bilities upon himwhich they should have borne themsel ves. This
has made his burdens very great. And while his brethren have not taken
their share of the burdens, they have | ost a val uabl e experience which
it was their privilege to have obtai ned had their exercised their m nds
in the direction of caretaking, in seeing and feeling what nust be done
for the upbuilding of the cause. p. 144, Para. 2, [210T].

Great trials have been brought upon my husband by his mnistering
brethren not standing by hi mwhen he nost needed their hel p. The

di sappoi ntment he has repeatedly felt when those whom he depended upon
failed himin times of greatest need has nearly destroyed his power to
hope and believe in the constancy of his mnistering brethren. H's
spirits have been wounded, he has felt that he was justified in being
grieved, and he has allowed his nind to dwell upon di scouragenents.
Thi s channel of darkness God woul d have himclose; for he is in danger
of maki ng shi pweck here. When his mnd becomes depressed, it is
natural for himto bring up the past and dwell upon his past
suf ferings, and unreconciliation takes hold upon his spirits, that CGod
had suffered himto be so beset with trials unnecessarily brought upon
him p. 144, Para. 3, [210T1].

The Spirit of God has been grieved that he has not fully commtted his
ways to God, and trusted hinself entirely in his hands, not allow ng
his mind to run in the channel of doubt and unbelief in regard to the
integrity of his brethren. In talking doubts and di scouragenents he has
not remedied the evil, but he has weakened his own powers, and given
Sat an advantage to annoy and distress him p. 145, Para. 1, [210T].

My husband has erred in tal king out his discouragenents and dwelling
upon the unpl easant features of his experience. In thus talking, he
scatters darkness but not light. He has at tines laid a weight of
di scouragenment upon his brethren, which did not bring to himthe | east
hel p, but only weakened their hands. My husband should nmake it a rule
not to talk unbelief or discouragenent, or dwell upon his grievances.
His brethren generally have |oved and pitied him and have excused this
in him know ng the pressure of care and his devotion to the cause of
God. p. 145, Para. 2, [210T].

My husband has | abored untiringly to bring up the publishing interests
to its present state of prosperity. | saw that he had had nore synpathy
and love fromhis brethren than he has thought he had. They eagerly
search the paper to find sonmething fromhis pen. If there is a tone of
cheerfulness in his witing, he speaking encouragingly, their hearts
are |lightened, and some even weep with tender feelings of joy. But if
gl oom and sadness are expressed in his witings, the countenances of
his brethren and sisters, as they read, grow sad, and the spirit which



characterizes his witing is reflected upon them p. 145, Para. 3,
[210T].

The Lord is seeking to teach ny husband to have a spirit of

forgi veness, and forgetful ness of the dark passages in his experience.
The renenbrance of the unpl easant past only saddens the present and he
lives over again the unpleasant portion of his life's history. In so
doing, he is clinging to the darkness and is pressing the thorn deeper
into his spirit. This is my husband's infirmty, and it is displeasing
to God. This brings darkness and not light. He nmay feel apparent relief
for the tinme in expressing his feelings, but it is only maki ng nore
acute a sense of how great his sufferings and trials have been, unti

t he whol e becones magnified in his imgination, and the errors of his
brethren, who have aided in bringing these trials upon him |ook so
grievous that their wongs seemto him past endurance. p. 146, Para.
1, [210rT1].

My husband has cherished this darkness so long by living over the
unhappy past that he has but little power to control his m nd when
dwel 1'i ng upon these things. Circunmstances and events which once he
woul d not have minded, nmagnify before himinto grievous wongs on the
part of his brethren. He has becone so sensitive to the wongs under
whi ch he has suffered that it is necessary that he should be as little
as possible in the vicinity of Battle Creek, where nmany of the
unpl easant circunstances occurred. God would heal his wounded spirit if
he will et him But in doing this, he will have to bury the past. He
should not talk of it, or wite of it. p. 147, Para. 1, [210T].

It is positively displeasing to God for nmy husband to recount his
difficulties and his peculiar grievances of the past. If he had | ooked
upon these things in the light that they were not done to him but to
the Lord, whose instrument he is, then he would have received a great
reward. My husband has taken these murnurings of his brethren as though
done to himself, and he has felt called upon to make all understand the
wrong and wi ckedness of thus conpl aining of him when he did not
deserve their censure and abuse. p. 147, Para. 2, [210T].

Had my husband felt that he could leave this matter all with the Lord,
and that their murnmurings and their neglect were against the Master

i nstead of the servant in the Master's service, he would not have felt
so aggrieved, and it would not have hurt him He should have left it
with the Lord, whose servant he is, to fight his battles for himand
vindi cate his cause. He would then have received a precious reward
finally for all his sufferings for Christ's sake. p. 147, Para. 3,
[210T].

| saw that mnmy husband shoul d not dwell upon the painful facts in our
experience. Neither should he wite his grievances, but keep as far
fromthem as he can. The Lord will heal the wounds of the past if he
will turn his attention away fromthem "For our light affliction
which is but for a nonent, worketh for us a far nore exceedi ng and
eternal weight of glory; while we | ook not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen, for the things which are
seen are tenporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal." Wen
confessions are nmade by his brethren who have been wong he should
accept the confessions and generously, nobly, seek to encourage the one
who has been deceived by the eneny. My husband should cultivate a



forgiving spirit. He should not dwell upon the m stakes and errors of
others, for in doing this he not only weakens his own soul, but he
tortures the mnds of his brethren who have erred, when they may have
done all that they can do by confessions to correct their past errors.
If God sees it necessary that any portion of their past course should
be presented before them that they may understand how to shun errors
in future, he will do this work; but my husband shoul d not trust
hinmself to do it, for it awakens past scenes of suffering that the Lord
woul d have himforget. p. 148, Para. 1, [210T].

The Lost Sheep. p. 149, Para. 1, [210T].

I was referred to the parable of the |ost sheep. The ninety and nine
sheep were to be left in the wilderness, and search instituted for the
| ost one that had strayed. When the | ost sheep was found, the shepherd
el evated the sheep to his shoulder and returned with rejoicing. He does
not return censuring and nmurnmuring at the poor, |ost sheep for naking
himso nmuch trouble, but his return with the burden of the sheep is
with rejoicing. p. 149, Para. 2, [210T].

And still greater demponstration of joy is demanded. Friends and

nei ghbors are called to rejoice with the finder, "for | have found ny
sheep which was lost." The finding was the thene of rejoicing; the
strayi ng was not dwelt upon, for the joy of finding over-balanced the
sorrow of the |loss and the care, perplexity and peril, incurred in
searching and restoring to safety the |ost sheep. "I say unto you, that
i kewi se joy shall be in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth, nore
than over ninety and nine just persons which needeth no repentance.”

p. 149, Para. 3, [210T].

Lost Piece of Silver. p. 150, Para. 1, [210T].

The | ost piece of silver is designed to represent the erring, straying
sinner. The careful ness of the wonan to find the piece of |ost silver,
is to teach the followers of Christ a lesson in regard to their duty to
those erring and straying fromthe path of right. The woman |ighted the
candle to increase her light, and then swept the house, and sought
diligently till she found it. p. 150, Para. 2, [210T].

Here the duty of Christians is clearly defined toward those who need
their hel p because of their straying from God. The erring one is not to
be left in his darkness and error; but every avail able neans is to be
used to bring himagain to the light. The candle is |ighted. The word
of God is searched for clear points of truth, with earnest prayer for
heavenly light to neet the case of the ones enshrouded in darkness and
unbelief, that they may be fortified with argunents fromthe word of
God, threatenings, reproofs, and encouragenments, that these cases may
be reached. Indifference or neglect will neet the frow of CGod. p.

150, Para. 3, [210T1].

When the wonman found the silver she called her friends and her

nei ghbors together, saying, "Rejoice with ne; for | have found the

pi ece which | had lost. Likewi se, | say unto you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” p. 151
Para. 1, [210T1].

If angels of God rejoice over the erring who see their error and



confess their wongs, and return to the fellowship of their brethren
how much nore should the followers of Christ, who are thensel ves
erring, and who need forgiveness of God, and of their brethren, every
day, feel joy over the brother or sister who has been deceived by the
eneny and taken a wong course, and become deceived by the sophistry of
Satan, and suffered for their error. p. 151, Para. 2, [210T].

I nstead of holding themoff, they should neet them where they are.
Instead of finding fault with them because they are in the dark, they
shoul d Iight their own |lanp by obtaining nore divine grace and a
cl earer know edge of Scripture, and dispel the darkness by the |ight
they bring to them And when they succeed, and the erring feel their
error and subnmit to follow the light, gladly should they be received,
and not with a spirit of nmurnuring or an effort to press upon them
their exceeding crinme, which had called forth extra exertion, anxiety,
and wearisone |labor. p. 151, Para. 3, [210T].

If the pure angels of God hail the event with joy how nuch nore shoul d
their brethren, who have thenmsel ves needed synpathy, |ove, and help
when they have erred and have in their darkness not known how to help
t hemsel ves. p. 152, Para. 1, [210T].

The Prodigal Son p. 152, Para. 2, [210T1].

My attention was called to the parable of the prodigal son. He nade a
request that his father should give himhis portion of the estate. He
desired to separate his interest fromhis father, and manage his share
as best suited his own inclination. His father conplied with the
request, and the son selfishly withdrew fromhis father, that he m ght
not be troubled with his counsel, reproofs, or advice. p. 152, Para.
3, [210rT1].

The son thought he should be happy when he could use his portion
according to his own pleasure w thout being annoyed with advice or
restraint. He did not wish to be troubled with mutual obligation. |If he
shared his father's estate, his father had clains upon himas a son.

But he did not feel under any obligation to his generous father, but
braced his selfish, rebellious spirit with the thought that a portion
of his father's property belonged to him He requested his share, when
rightfully he could claimnothing, and shoul d have had nothing. p.
152, Para. 4, [210T].

After his selfish heart had received the treasure, of which he was so
undeservi ng, he went his way at a distance fromhis father, that he

m ght even forget that he had a father. He despised restraint, and was
fully determ ned to have pleasure in any way and manner that he chose.
After he had, by his sinful indulgences, spent all that his father gave
him the land was visited by a fam ne, and he felt pinching want, and
he began to regret his sinful course of extravagant pleasure, for he
was now destitute and needed the neans he had squandered. He was
obliged to come down fromhis [ife of sinful indulgence to the |ow

busi ness of feeding swine. p. 153, Para. 1, [210T].

After the prodigal son had cone as |ow as he could conme he thought of
t he ki ndness and |love of his father. He felt then the need of a father
Hi s position of friendl essness and want he had brought upon hinself
t hrough di sobedi ence and sin, which had resulted in his separating



hi msel f fromhis father. He thought of the privileges and bounties of
his father's house, that the hired servants of his father freely
enjoyed, while he who had alienated hinself fromhis father's house was
perishing with hunger. He was humiliated through adversity, and deci ded
to return to his father by hunble confession. He was a beggar

destitute of confortable, or even decent, clothing. He was wetched in
consequence of privation, and was emaci ated with hunger. p. 153, Para.
2, [210T1].

VWile at a distance fromhis honme, his father sees the wanderer, and
his first thought is of that rebellious son who had | eft himyears
before to follow a course of unrestrained sin. The paternal feeling is
stirred. Notwithstanding all the marks of his degradati on he discerned
his own image. He did not wait for his son to cone all the distance to
him but he hastened and net his son. He did not reproach him but with
the tenderest pity and conpassi on that he had in consequence of his own
course of sin brought upon hinself so nuch suffering, he hastens to
give himproofs of his |Iove and tokens of his forgiveness. p. 154,
Para. 1, [210T1].

Al t hough his son was emaci ated and hi s countenance plainly indicated
the dissolute |ife he had passed, and al though he was clothed with
beggar's rags and his naked feet were soiled with the dust of travel,
the father's tenderest pity was excited as the son fell prostrate in
hum ity before him He did not stand back upon his dignity. He was not
exacting. He did not array the past course of wong and sin before his
son to make him feel how | ow he had sunken. p. 154, Para. 2, [210T].

The father lifted up his son and kissed him He took the rebellious
son to his breast, and he wapped his own rich robe about the nearly
naked form of his son. He took himto his heart with such warnth, and
evi nced such pity, if the son had ever doubted the goodness and | ove of
his father, he could do so no longer. If he had a sense of his sin when
he decided to return to his father's house, he had a nmuch deeper sense
of his ungrateful course as he was thus received. p. 155, Para. 1,
[210T].

Hi s heart, before subdued, was now broken that he had grieved that
father's |l ove. The penitent, trembling son, who had greatly feared that
he woul d be di sowned, was unprepared for such a reception. He knew he
did not deserve it. He acknow edged his sin in leaving his father. "I
have sinned agai nst Heaven, and in thy sight, and amno nore worthy to
be called thy son." He begged only to be accounted as a hired servant.
But the father requested his servants to pay himespecial tokens of
respect, to clothe himas if he had ever been his own, obedient son.

p. 155, Para. 2, [210T1].

The father made the return of his son an occasion of specia

rejoicing. The elder son in the field knew not that his brother had
returned, but he heard the general denonstrations of joy and inquired
of the servants what it all neant. It was explained that his brother
had returned whom they thought dead, and his father had killed the
fatted calf for him because he had received himagain as fromthe dead.
p. 155, Para. 3, [210T].

The brother then was angry, and he would not go in to see or receive
his brother. His indignation was stirred that this unfaithful brother



who had left his father and thrown the heavy responsibilities upon him
of fulfilling the duties which should be shared by both, should now be
received with such honor. He had pursued a course of w cked profligacy,
wasting the neans his father had given himuntil he was reduced to
want, while he had been faithfully performng the duties of a son, and
now his profligate brother comes to his father's house and is received
with respect and honor beyond anything he had ever received. p. 156,
Para. 1, [210T1].

The father entreated his el der son to go and receive his brother with
gl adness because he is lost and is found, was dead in sin and iniquity,
but is alive again, he has come to his noral senses and abhors his
course of sin, but his eldest son pleads, "Lo, these nmany years do
serve thee, neither transgressed | at any tinme thy commandnent; and yet
thou never gavest ne a kid, that | might nmake nerry with ny friends;
but as soon as this thy son was cone, which hath devoured thy living
with harlots, thou hast killed for himthe fatted calf." p. 156, Para.
2, [210rT1].

He assured his son that he was ever with him and all that he had was
his, but it was right that they should show this denonstration of joy,
for "thy brother was dead, and is alive again, and was lost, and is
found." This fact overbears all other considerations with the father
The lost is found, the dead is alive again. p. 157, Para. 1, [210T].

This parable was given by Christ to represent the manner our Heavenly
Fat her receives the erring and repenting. The Father was the one sinned
agai nst, yet he, in the conpassion of his soul, all full of pity and
forgi veness, neets the prodigal and shows his great joy that his son
whom he believed to be dead to all filial affection, had becone
sensi ble of his great sin and his neglect, and had cone back to his
father, appreciating his love, and acknow edgi ng his clains. He knew
that the son who had pursued a course of sin and now repented, needed
his pity and his |ove. He had suffered. He felt his need. He cane to
his father as the only one who could supply his great need. p. 157,
Para. 2, [210T1].

The fact of his son's returning was a source of the greatest joy. The
conpl aints of the elder brother were natural, but not right. Yet it is
frequently the course brother pursues toward brother. There is too nuch
effort to make them feel where they have erred, and keep remni nding them
of their error. These who have erred need pity, they need help, they
need synpathy. They suffer in their feelings and are frequently
despondi ng and di scouraged. Above everything el se, they need free
forgi veness. p. 157, Para. 3, [210T].

Labor in Churches. p. 158, Para. 1, [210T].

In the work done for the church at Battle Creek in the spring of 1870,
there was not all that dependence upon God that the inportant occasion
demanded. Brn. God their trust, and nove in his strength, and with his
grace, as they should. p. 158, Para. 2, [210T].

When Bro. ---- thinks a person is wong, he is frequently too severe.
He fails to exercise that conpassi on and consideration that he woul d
have shown hi munder like circunstances. He is also in great danger of
m sjudging and erring in dealing with minds. It is the nicest work, and



the nost critical ever given to nortals, to handle minds. Those who
engage in this work should have cl ear discernnent, and good powers of
di scrimnation. True independence of mind is an elenent entirely
different fromrashness. |ndependence, that is of that quality which
| eads to a cautious, prayerful, deliberate opinion, should be not
easily yielded, until the evidence is sufficiently strong to nmake it

certain that we are wong. This independence will keep the mnd calm
and unchangeabl e am dst the nultitudi nous errors which are prevailing,
and will lead those in responsible positions to |look carefully at the

evi dence on every side, and not be swerved by the influence of others,
or by the surroundings, to form conclusions w thout intelligent and

t horough knowl edge of all the circunstances. p. and ---- did not
fully make, Para. 1, [210T].

The investigation of cases in Battle Creek was very nuch after the
order that a |l awer criticises a witness, and there was a deci ded
absence of the Spirit of God. And there were a few united in this work
who were active and zeal ous. Sone were self-righteous and self-
sufficient, and their testinmonies were relied upon, and their influence
swayed the judgnment of Brn. ---- and ----. Sister as memnbers of the
church because of sone trivial deficiency. These brethren should have
had judgnment and discrimnation to have seen that these objections were
not of sufficient weight to keep those sisters out of the church. They
both had been long in the faith, and had been true to the observance of
the Sabbath for eighteen or twenty years. p. 159, Para. 1, [210T].

Sister ----, who brought up these things, should have urged nore
wei ghty reasons agai nst herself, why she should not have becone a
menber of the church. WAs she without sin? Were all her ways perfect
bef ore God? Was her patience, her self-denial, her gentleness, and
forbearance, and cal nmess of tenper, perfect? If she was wi thout the
weaknesses of common woren, then she should cast the first stone. But
these sisters who were |eft out of the church were bel oved of God. They
were worthy of a place in the church. These were dealt with unw sely,
wi t hout a sufficient cause, and there were others whose cases were
handl ed with no nore heavenly wi sdom or w thout even sound judgment.

Bro. ----'s judgnment and power of discrimnation have been perverted
for very many years through the influence of his w fe, who has been a
nost effective nediumof Satan. If Bro. ---- had possessed the genuine

qual ity of independence, he would have had a proper self-respect, and
with becoming dignity built up his own house. If he has started upon a
course designed to command respect in his famly, he has generally
carried the matter too far, and has been severe, and has tal ked harshly
and overbearing. He woul d becone conscious of this after a tinme, and
then go to the opposite extrene and conme down from his independence.

p. 160, Para. 1, [210T].

In this state of mind he receives reports fromhis wife, gives up his
judgnent, and would be easily deceived by her intrigues. She woul d
sonetines feign to be a great sufferer, and would rel ate what she
endured of neglect fromher brethren, and privation in the absence of
her husband. Her prevarications and cunning artifices to abuse the nind
of her husband have been great. Bro. ---- has not fully received the
light in tinmes past which the Lord has given himin regard to his wife,
or he would not have been deceived by her as he has. He has been
brought into bondage nany tinmes by her spirit, because his own heart
and |ife have not been fully consecrated to God. His feelings kindled



agai nst his brethren and he oppressed them Self has not been
crucified. He should seek earnestly to bring all his thoughts and
feelings into subjection to the obedience of Christ. Faith and self-
deni al woul d have been Bro. girded on the whole arnor of God, and
chosen no other defense than that which the Spirit of God and the power
of truth gives him he would have been strong in the strength of God.
p. 161, Para. 1, [210T1].

But Bro. ---- is weak in many things. If God required himto expose
and condenm a nei ghbor, to reprove and correct a brother, and resi st
and destroy his enemies, this would be to hima conparatively natura
and easy work. But a warfare against self, subduing the desires and the
affections of his own heart, searching out and controlling the secret
notives of the heart, is a nore difficult warfare. How unwilling to be
faithful in such a contest as this. The warfare against self is the
greatest battle that was ever fought. The yielding of self,
surrendering all to the will of God, and being clothed with hunmlity,
possessing that love that is pure, peaceable, and easy to be entreated,
full of gentleness and good fruits, is not an easy attai nment. And yet
it is his privilege and his duty to be a perfect overconmer here. The
soul must submit to God before it can be renewed in know edge and true
holi ness. The holy |life and character of Christ is a faithful exanple.
Hi s confidence in his Heavenly Father was unlimted. H s obedi ence and
subm ssi on were unreserved and perfect. He cane not to be mnistered

unto, but to minister to others. He canme not to do his own will, but

the will of Hmthat sent him In all things he submitted hinself to

Hi mthat judgeth righteously; and fromthe lips of the Saviour of the
worl d was heard these words, "I can of my own self do nothing." p.

162, Para. 1, [210T].

He becane poor, and made hinself of no reputation. He was hungry, and
frequently thirsty, and many tines weary in his |abors, and he had not
where to lay his head. Wen the danp, cold shades of night gathered
about him frequently the earth was his bed. He bl essed those who hated
him What a |life! what an experience! Can we, the professed followers
of Christ, cheerfully endure privation and suffering, as did our Lord,
wi t hout nurmuring? Can we drink of the cup, and be baptized with the
baptisn? If so, we may share with himin his glory, in his heavenly
ki ngdom If not, we shall have no part with him p. 163, Para. 1,
[210T].

Bro. ---- has an experience to gain, w thout which his work will do
positive injury. He is affected too nuch by what others tell himof the
erring, and he is apt to decide according to the inpressions nade upon
his mnd, and he deals with severity when a nilder course would be far
better. He does not bear in mnd his own weakness, and how hard it is
for himto have his course questioned, even when he is wong. p. 163,
Para. 2, [210T1].

When Bro. ---- decides in his judgnment that a brother or sister is
wrong, he is inclined to carry the matter through, and press his
censure, although in doing so he hurts his own soul, and endangers the
soul s of others. Bro. ---- should shun church trials, and should have
nothing to do in settling difficulties, if he can possibly avoid them
He has a valuable gift, which is needed in the work of God. But he
shoul d separate hinself frominfluences which draw upon his synpathies,
and confuse his judgnent, and | ead himto nmove unwi sely. This should



not and need not be. Bro. ---- exercises too little faith in God. He
dwel I's too much upon his bodily infirmties, and strengthens unbeli ef
by dwelling upon poor feelings. God has strength and wi sdomin store
for those who seek for it earnestly, in faith believing. p. 163, Para.
3, [210T1].

I was shown that Bro. ---- is a strong man upon sone points, while
upon other points he is as weak as a child. His course in dealing with
the erring has had a scattering influence. Bro. ---- has confidence in

his ability to labor in setting things in order where he thinks it is
needed, but he does not view the matter right. He weaves into his

| abors his own spirit, and he does not discrimnate, but often deals
wi t hout tenderness. There is such a thing as overdoing the matter in
doing strict duty to individuals. "And of some have conpassi on, making
a difference; and others save with fear, pulling themout of the fire;
hati ng even the garnent spotted by the flesh." p. 164, Para. 1,
[210T].

Duty, stern duty has a twin sister, which is kindness. If duty and

ki ndness are bl ended, there will be deci ded advantage gai ned; but if
duty is separated from ki ndness, and there is not nmingled with duty
tender love, there will be a failure, and nmuch harmw |l be the result.
Men and wonen will not be driven. Many can be won by ki ndness and | ove.
Bro. ---- has held aloft the gospel whip, and his own words have
frequently been the snap to that whip, which has not had the influence
to spur others to greater zeal, and provoke to good works; but has
aroused their conbativeness to repel his severity. p. 165, Para. 1,
[210T].

If Bro. ---- had walked in the light he woul d not have made so many
serious failures. "If any man walk in the day, he stunbleth not,
because he seeth the light of this world. But if a man walk in the
ni ght, he stunbleth, because there is no light in him" The path of
obedi ence is the path of safety. "He that wal keth uprightly wal keth
surely.” Walk in the light and then shalt thou walk in thy way safely
and thy foot shall not stunble. Those who do not walk in the Iight wll
have a sickly and stunted religion. Bro. ---- should feel the
i nportance of walking in the |ight however crucifying to self. It is
earnest effort pronpted by love for souls which strengthens the heart,
and devel ops the graces. p. 165, Para. 2, [210T].

Bro. ---- is naturally independent and self-sufficient. He estinmates
his ability to do nore highly than will bear. Bro. you, and fit you for
his work, and when the Lord answers your prayer, and puts you under a
course of discipline necessary for the acconplishnent of the object,
you frequently give way to doubts and despondency, and think you have
reasons for discouragenments. You frequently think Bro. ---- is
restraining you, when he has cautioned and held you back from engagi ng
in church difficulties. p. 166, Para. 1, [210T].

I was shown your |abors in lowa. There was a decided failure to gather
with Christ. You distracted, confused, and scattered, the poor sheep
You had a zeal, but it was not according to know edge. Your | abors were
not in love, but in sternness and severity. You were exacting and
overbearing. You did not strengthen the sick and bind up the | anme. Your
i nj udi ci ous harshness pushed sone out of the fold who can never be
reached and brought back. Words fitly spoken are |ike apples of gold in



pi ctures of silver. Wrds unfitly spoken are the reverse. Their
i nfluence will be like desolating hail. p. , you pray for the Lord to
humbl e, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. ----, you have felt restless under restraint because Bro. ----
has cautioned, advised, and reproved you. You have thought that if you
could be free and act yourself, you could do a good and great work. But
your wife's influence has greatly injured your useful ness. You have
failed to command your household after you. You have not ruled wel
your own house. You have thought you understood how to manage your hone
matters. But how have you been deceived. You have too often foll owed
t he pronptings of your own spirit, which has resulted in perplexities
and di scouragenents which have cl ouded your discernnment and weakened
you spiritually, so that your |abors have been marked with great
i mperfections. p. , you pray for the Lord to hunble, Para. 2, [210T].

The | abors of Brn. ---- and ---- in ---- were premature. These
brethren had their past experience with its nistakes before them which
shoul d have been sufficient to guard them from engaging in a work which
they were not qualified to perform There was enough that needed to be
done. ---- was a hard place to raise up a church. Opposing influences
surrounded them Every nove made shoul d have been with due caution and
prayerful consideration. p. 167, Para. 1, [210T].

These two brethren had been warned and reproved repeatedly for noving
i njudi ciously, and they should not have taken the responsibilities upon
t henmsel ves that they did. Oh! how nmuch better would it have been for
the cause of God in ---- if they had been laboring in new fields.
Satan's seat is in ----, as well as in other wicked cities; and he is a
wily foe to contend with. There were disorderly elenments anong Sabbat h-
keepers in ---- that were hindrances to the cause. But there is a
proper tinme to speak and act, a gol den opportunity which will show the
best results of labor put forth. p. 167, Para. 2, [210T].

If things had been left to nore fully devel op before they were
touched, there would have been a separation of the disorderly,
unconsecrated ones, and there would not have been an opposition party.
This should ever be saved if possible. The church m ght better suffer
much annoyance and exerci se the nore patience than to get in a hurry,
drive matters, and provoke a conbative spirit. Those who really | oved
the truth for the truth's sake, should have pursued their course with
the glory of God in view, and let the light of truth shine out before
all. p. 168, Para. 1, [210T].

They mi ght expect that the el ements of confusion and dissatisfaction
among t hem woul d nmake them trouble. Satan would not remain quiet and
see a conpany raised up in ---- to vindicate truth, and dispe
sophistry and error. His ire would be kindled, and he institute a war
agai nst those who keep the commandnents of God and the testinony of
Jesus. But this should not have nmade the faithful believers inpatient
or di scouraged. These things should have the influence to make the true
bel i ever nore guarded, watchful, and prayerful--nore tender, pitiful
and loving, to those who are nmeking so great a m stake in regard to
eternal things. As Christ has borne and continues to bear with our
errors, our ingratitude, and our feeble I ove, so should we bear with
those who test and try our patience. Shall the followers of the self-
denying, self-sacrifice Jesus be unlike their Lord? Christians should



have hearts of kindness and forbearance. p. 168, Para. 2, [210T].

Christ presented before his hearers the parable of the gospel sower,
whi ch contains a | esson we should study. Those who preach present truth

and scatter the good seed will realize the sane results as the gospe
sower. All classes will be affected nore or |less by the presentation of
poi nted and convincing truth. Sone will be wayside hearers. They wll

be affected by the truths spoken, but they have not cultivated the
noral powers. They have followed inclination rather than duty. Evi
habits have hardened their hearts |ike the hard, beaten road. These may
profess to believe the truth, but will have no just sense of its
sacredness and el evated character. They do not separate fromthe
friendship of the lovers of pleasure and corrupt society. They place
thensel ves where they are constantly tenpted, and may well be
represented by the unfenced field. They invite the tenptations of the
eneny and finally lose the regard they seenmed once to have for the
truth when the good seed was dropped into their hearts. p. 169, Para.
1, [210T1].

Some are stony-ground hearers. They readily receive anything new and
exciting. The word of truth they receive with joy. And with ardor and
zeal they talk earnestly in reference to their faith and hope, and may
even admi ni ster reproof to those of |ong experience for sone apparent
deficiency or for their lack of enthusiasm But when they are tested
and proved by the heat of trial and tenptation, when the pruning-knife
of God is applied, that they may bring forth fruit unto perfection
their zeal dies, their voice is silent. No | onger do they boast in the
strength and power of truth. This class are controlled by feelings.
They have not depth and stability of character. Principle does not
reach down deep, underlying the springs of action. They have in word
exalted the truth, but are not doers of that word. The seed of truth
has not rooted down bel ow the surface. The heart has not been renewed
by the transformng influence of the Spirit of God. And when the truth
calls for working nen and wonen, when sacrifices have to be made for
the truth's sake, they are sonewhere else; and when trials and
persecution conme, they fall away because they have no deepness of
earth. The truth, plain, pointed and close, is brought to bear upon the
heart, and reveals the deformty of character. Some will not bear this
test, but frequently close their eyes to their inperfections, although
their consciences tell themthat the words spoken by the nessengers of
God, which bears so closely upon their Christian characters, are truth;
yet they will not listen to the voice. They are offended because of the
word, and yield the truth rather than to subnit to be sanctified
through the truth. They flatter thenselves that they may get to Heaven
an easier way. p. 170, Para. 1, [210T].

Still another class is represented in the parable. Men and wonmen who
listen to the word are convinced of the truth, and accept it w thout
seeing the sinfulness of their hearts. The | ove of the world holds a
large place in their affections. In their deal, they love to get the
best of the bargain. They prevaricate, and by deception and fraud gain
means which ever will prove as a thorn to them for it will over-
bal ance their good purposes and intentions. The good seed sown in their
hearts is choked. They frequently are so anxious and full of care,
fearing they shall not gain means, or shall |ose what they have gai ned,
they make their tenporal matters primary. They do not nourish the good
seed. They do not attend neetings where their hearts can be



strengthened by religious privileges. They fear they shall neet with
sonme loss in tenporal things; and the deceitful ness of riches |eads
themto flatter thenselves that it is duty to toil and gain all they
can, that they may help the cause of God; and yet the nore they
increase in their earthly riches the less is their heart inclined to
part with their treasure, until their hearts are fully turned fromthe
truth they |Ioved. The good seed is choked because overgrown with
unnecessary worldly cares and needl ess anxiety--with love for earthly
pl easures and worl dly honors which riches give. p. 171, Para. 1,
[210T].

Anot her parable Jesus presents to his disciples--the field wherein
good seed was sown, and, while sleeping, the eneny sowed tares. The
guestion was asked the househol der, "Didst not thou sow good seed in
thy field? fromwhence then hath it tares?" "He said unto him An eneny
hath done this." "The servant said unto him WIt thou then that we go
and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them Let both grow together
until the harvest, and in the tinme of harvest | will say to the
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares and bind themin bundles to
burn them but gather the wheat into my barn.” If faithful ness and
vi gil ance had been preserved, if there had been no sl eeping or
negl i gence upon the part of any, the eneny would not have had so
favorabl e an opportunity to sow tares anong the wheat. Satan never
sl eeps. He is watching, and i nproves every opportunity to set his
agents to scatter error, which finds good soil in many unsanctified
hearts. p. 172, Para. 1, [210T].

The sincere believers of truth are nade sad, and their trials and
sorrows greatly increased, by the el enents anong them whi ch annoy,

di shearten, and di scourage, themin their efforts. But the Lord teaches
a lesson to his servants of great carefulness in all their noves. Let
both grow together. Do not forcibly pull up the tares, lest in rooting
them up, the precious blades will becone | oosened. The ninisters and
church shoul d be very cautious, lest they get a zeal not according to
know edge. There is danger of doing too nuch to cure difficulties in
the church which, if let alone, frequently work their own cure. It is
bad policy to take hold of matters in any church prematurely. W shal
have to exercise the greatest care, patience, and self-control, to bear
these things and not go to work in our own spirit to set things in
order. p. 173, Para. 1, [210T].

The work done in ---- was premature, and caused an untinely separation
inthat little church. If the servants of God could have felt the force
of our Saviour's lesson in the parable of the wheat and tares, they
woul d not have undertaken the work they did. It should always be a
matter of the nost careful consideration and prayer before steps are
taken which will give even those who are utterly unworthy the | east
occasion to conplain of being separated fromthe church. Steps were
taken in Sone were waysi de hearers, others were stony-ground hearers.
And still others were of that class who receive the truth while the
heart had a growth of thorns, which choked the good seed, and woul d
never have perfected Christian character. But there were a few that
nm ght have been nourished and strengthened, and becone settled and
established in the truth, but the positions taken by Brn. ---- and then
there was a | ack of wi sdom and judgnent in managing the faction. p.
174, Para. 1, [210T].



If persons are as deserving to be separated fromthe church as Satan
was of being cast out of Heaven, they will have synpathizers. There is
al ways a class who are nore influenced by individuals than they are
controlled by the Spirit of God and sound principles; and they are, in
their unconsecrated state, ever ready to take up upon the wong side,
and give their pity and synpathy to the very ones who | east deserve it.
These synpat hi zers have a powerful influence with others, and things
are seen in a perverted light, and great harmis done, and many soul s
ruined. Satan, in his rebellion, took a third part of the angels. They
turned fromthe Father and fromhis Son, and united with the instigator
of rebellion. Wth these facts before us, we should nove with the
greatest caution. What can we expect in our connection with nmen and
women with peculiar minds but trials and perplexity. W nust bear this,
and avoid the necessity of rooting up the tares, |est the wheat be
rooted up also. p. brought a premature crisis, and, Para. 1, [210T].

In the world ye shall have tribulation, but in me ye shall have peace.
The trials to which Christians are subjected in sorrow, adversity, and
reproach, are the appointed neans of God to separate the chaff fromthe
wheat. Cur selfishness, |love of worldly pleasure, evil passions, and
pride, nust be all overcone, and therefor God sends us afflictions to
test and prove us, and show us that these evils exist in our
characters; and we must, through his strength and grace, overconme, that
we nmay be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust. "For our light affliction," says
Paul , "which is but for a nmonent, worketh for us a far nore exceedi ng
and eternal weight of glory, while we | ook not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal."”
Afflictions, crosses, tenptations, adversity, and our varied trials,
are God's workmen to refine us, sanctify us, and fit us for the
heavenly garner. p. 175, Para. 1, [210T].

The harm done to the cause of truth by premature nopves can never by
fully repaired. The cause of God in ---- has not advanced as it night,
and will not stand in as favorable light before the people as before
this work was done. There are frequently persons anpng us whose
i nfl uence seens to be but a cipher on the right side. Their lives seem
to be usel ess; but |let them becone rebellious and conbative, and they
beconme zeal ous workmen for Satan. This work is nore in accordance with
the feelings of the natural heart. There is great need of self-
exam nation and secret prayer. God has promi sed wi sdomto those who ask
him M ssionary labor if frequently entered into by those unprepared
for the work. Qutward zeal is cultivated while secret prayer is
negl ected. When this is the case, nuch harmis done, for these |aborers
seek to regul ate others' consciences by their own rule. Self-control is
much needed. Hasty words stir up strife. Bro. ---- is in danger of
indulging in a spirit of sharp criticism This does not becone
m ni sters of righteousness. p. 176, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. ---- you have nuch to learn. Your failures and your
di scouragenents you have been inclined to charge to Bro. notives and of
your course of action would reveal other causes which exist in yourself
for these di scouragenents. Followi ng the inclinations of your own
natural heart brings you into bondage. Your severe and torturing spirit
whi ch you sonetines indulge in cuts off your influence. Bro. which no



ot her can do for you. Each nust give an account of hinself to God. God
has given us his law as a mirror into which we may |look is not for the
pur pose of seeing our neighbor's faults reflected, for us to watch to
see if he cones up to the standard, but to see the defects in
ourselves, that we may renove these defects. Know edge is not all that
we need. W nust followthe light. W are not |left to choose for
ourselves, and to obey that which is agreeable to us, and disobey to
suit our conveni ence. Obedience is better than sacrifice. p. 177,
Para. 1, [210T1].

Warning to Wealthy Parents. p. 178, Para. 1, [210T].

At the canp-neeting in Vernont, in 1870, | felt urged by the Spirit of
God to bear a plain testinony relating to the duty of aged and wealth
parents in the disposition of their property. | had been shown that
some men, shrewd, prudent, and sharp, in regard to the transaction of
busi ness general ly; nmen distinguished for pronptness and thoroughness,
mani fest a want of foresight, and pronptness in regard to a proper
di sposal of their property while they are living. They know not how
soon their probation may cl ose, yet they pass on fromyear to year with
their business unsettled, and finally their life frequently closes
wi thout their having the use of their reason. Or they may di e suddenly,
wi thout a nonment's warning, and their property is disposed of in a
manner that they would not have approved. These are guilty of
negli gence. They are unfaithful stewards. p. 178, Para. 2, [210T].

Christians who believe the present truth should manifest w sdom and
foresight. They should not |eave the disposition of their neans,
expecting a favorabl e opportunity to adjust their business during a
long illness. They should have their business in a shape where, if they
were called at any hour to |l eave it, and have no voice inits
arrangenent, it may be settled as they would have had it were they
alive. Many famlies have been robbed of all their property
di shonestly, and have been subjected to poverty, because work that
m ght have been well done in an hour, had been negl ected. Those who
make their wills should not spare pains or expense to obtain | ega
advice, and to have themdrawn up in a manner to stand the test. p.
178, Para. 3, [210T].

| saw that those who profess to believe the truth should show their
faith by their works. They should, with the unrighteous manmon, nake
friends, that they may finally be received into everlasting
habi tati ons. God has nade nen stewards of neans. He has placed in the
hands of stewards, noney to carry forward the great work of salvation
of souls for whom Christ left his honme, his riches, his glory, and
becanme poor, that he might, by his own humiliation and sacrifice, bring
many sons and daughters of Adamto God. God, in his providence, has
ordained that the work in his vineyard should be sustained by the neans
intrusted in the hands of his stewards. A neglect on their part to
answer the calls of the cause of God in carrying forward his work
shows themto be unfaithful and slothful servants. p. 179, Para. 1,
[210T].

I had been shown sone things in reference to the cause in Vernont, but
nore especially at Bordoville and vicinity. The following is from
testinmony No. 20: "There is a work to be acconplished for many who |ive
at Bordoville. | saw that the eneny was busily at work to carry his



poi nts. Men, to whom God has intrusted talents of neans, have shifted
the responsibility which Heaven has appointed them of being stewards
of their rendering to God the things that are God's, they claimall
that they have as their own, as though by their own m ght, and power,
and wi sdom they had obtained their possessions. p. 180, Para. 1,
[210T].

"Sonme put their neans beyond their control, into the hands of their
children. Their secret notives are, to place thenselves in a position
where they will not feel responsible to give of their property to

spread the truth. These love in word, but not in deed and in truth. It
is the Lord's noney they are handling, not their own. They do not see
this. p. 180, Para. 2, [210T].

"Parents should have great fear in intrusting children with the
talents of nmeans that God has placed in their hands, unless they have
the surest evidence that their interest in, and |ove for, and devotion
to, the cause of God is greater than that which they thensel ves
possess, and that these children will be nore earnest and zealous in
forwardi ng the work of God, and be nore benevol ent than thenselves in
carrying forward the various enterprises in connection with the work
which calls for nmeans. But many place their nmeans in the hands of their
children, thus throwi ng upon themthe responsibility of their own
st ewar dshi p, because Satan pronpts themto do it. In doing this, many
have placed neans effectually in the eneny's ranks. Satan has worked
the matter to suit his own purpose, to keep fromthe cause of God neans
which it needed, that it night be abundantly sustained. p. 180, Para.
3, [210rT1].

"Many who have made a high profession of faith are deficient in good
works. |If they should show their faith by their works, they could exert
a powerful influence on the side of truth. But they do not inprove upon
their talents of neans lent them of God. Those who think to ease their
consciences by willing their nmeans to their children, or by withhol ding
from God's cause, and suffering their nmeans to pass into the hands of
unbel i eving, reckless children, for themto squander, or hoard up and
worship, will have to render an account to God, because they are
unfaithful stewards of their Lord' s noney. They allow Satan to
out general them through these children whose minds are controlled by
the power of Satan. Satan's purposes are acconplished in many ways,
while the stewards of God are stupefied, and seem paral yzed, and do not
realize their great responsibility and reckoning which nust shortly
conme." p. 181, Para. 1, [210T].

I was shown that the probation of some in the vicinity of ---- was
soon to close, and it was inportant that their work should be finished
to God's acceptance, that in the final settlenent they should hear the
"Well done,"” fromthe Master. | was shown the inconsistency of those
who profess to believe the truth withholding their neans fromthe cause
of God, that they may leave it for their children. Many fathers and
not hers are poor in the mdst of abundance. They abridge, in a degree,
their own personal conforts, and frequently deny thensel ves those
t hi ngs necessary for the enjoynment of life and health, while they have
anpl e nmeans at their command. They feel, as it were, forbidden to
appropriate their neans for their own confort or for charitable
pur poses. They have one object before them which is to save property
to leave for their children. This idea is so prom nent, so interwoven



with all their actions, that children learn to | ook forward to this
property finally to be theirs. They depend on it. And this prospect has
an inportant, but not a favorable, influence upon their characters.
Some becone spend-thrifts, others, selfish and avaricious. Sone are

i ndol ent and reckl ess. Many do not cultivate habits of economy. The do
not seek to becone self-reliant. They are ainless, and have but little
stability of character. The inpressions received in childhood and youth
are wought in the texture of character and becone the principle of
action in mature life. p. 182, Para. 1, [210T].

Those who have becone acquainted with the principles of the truth,
shoul d follow the word of God closely as their guide. They should
render to God the things that are God's. | was shown that several in
Vernont were making a great mistake in regard to appropriating neans
that God has intrusted to their keeping. They were overl ooking the
clainms of God upon all that they have. Their eyes were blinded by the
eneny of righteousness, and they were taking a course which would
result disastrously for thensel ves and their dear children. p. 183,
Para. 1, [210T1].

Children were influencing their parents to |eave their property in
their hands, for themto appropriate according to their judgnment. Wth
the light of God's word, so plain and clear in reference to noney | ent
to the stewards, and the warni ngs and reproofs through testinony which
God has given themin regard to the disposition of neans, children who
in a direct or indirect way influence the parents to divide while
living, or will their property mainly to themto cone into their hands
after their death, with this light before them take upon thenselves
fearful responsibilities. Children of aged parents who profess to
believe the truth should in the fear of God counsel, advise, and
entreat their parents to be true to their profession of faith, and take
a course in regard to their neans which God can approve. Parents should
lay up for thensel ves treasures in Heaven, by appropriating their neans
t hensel ves, to advance the cause of God. They should not rob thensel ves
of their heavenly treasure by | eaving a surplus of neans to those who
have enough, and rob the treasury of God and deprive thenselves the
precious privilege of laying up for thenselves a treasure in the
Heavens that faileth not. p. 183, Para. 2, [210T].

| stated at the canp-neeting that property willed principally to
children while none is appropriated to the cause of God, or, if any, a
meager pittance, unworthy to be nentioned, this property inherited by
the children would frequently prove a curse to them It would be a
source of tenptation, and a door open where they will be in danger of
falling into many dangerous and hurtful lusts. Parents should exercise
the right God has given them He intrusted to themthe talents he would
have them use to his glory. The children were not to becone responsible
for the talents of the father. Parents should, while they are of sound
m nd and judgnent, with prayerful consideration and with the hel p of
proper counsellors who have experience in the truth and a know edge of
the divine will, nmake disposition of their property. |If they have
children afflicted or struggling in poverty who will nake a judicious
use of neans, they should be considered. |If they have unbelieving
chil dren who have abundance of this world and who are serving the
world, they commit a sin against the Master who has nade them his
stewards to place neans in their hands nerely because they are
children. God's clains are not to be lightly regarded. p. 184, Para.



1, [210T].

And it should be distinctly understood that because parents have nmade
their will, this will not prevent themfrom giving nmeans to the cause
of God while they live. This they should do. They should have the
satisfaction here, and the reward hereafter, of disposing of their
surplus neans while they live. They should do their part to advance the
cause of God. They should use the neans |l ent of the Master to carry on
the work in his vineyard, which needs to be done. p. 185, Para. 1,
[210T].

The | ove of noney lies at the root of nearly all the crines commtted
in the world. Fathers who selfishly retain their nmeans to enrich their
children, and do not see the wants of the cause of God and relieve
them nmake a terrible nmstake. The children whomthemthink to bl ess
with their nmeans are cursed with it. p. 186, Para. 1, [210T].

Money | eft to children frequently becones a root of bitterness. They
often quarrel over the property left them and seldomare all satisfied
with the disposition nade by the father, in case of a will. And instead
of the neans left exciting gratitude and reverence for his memory, it
is dissatisfaction, nmurnuring, envy, and disrespect. p. 186, Para. 2,
[210T].

Brothers and sisters who were at peace with one another are sonetines
made at variance, and famly di ssensions are often the result of

i nherited means. Riches are desirable only as a neans of supplying
present wants and of doing good to others. But inherited riches oftener
become a snare to the possessor than a bl essing. Parents shoul d not
seek to have their children encounter the tenptations to which they
expose themin | eaving them neans which they made no effort to earn
t hensel ves. p. 186, Para. 3, [210T].

I was shown that sone children professing to believe the truth would
in an indirect manner influence the father to keep his neans for his
children instead of appropriating it, while he was alive, to the cause
of God. Those who have influenced the father to shift his stewardship
upon them little know what they are doing. They are gathering upon
t hensel ves doubl e responsibility, that of balancing the father's mnind
that he did not fulfill the purpose of God in the disposition of the
means |l ent himof God, to be used to his glory, and the additiona
responsi bility of becom ng stewards of neans that shoul d have been put
out to the exchangers by the father, that the Master could have
received his owmnm with usury. p. 186, Para. 4, [210T].

Many parents nake a great mstake in placing their property out of
their hands into the hands of their children while they are thensel ves
responsi ble for the use or abuse of the talents I ent them of God.
Nei t her parents nor children are nmade happier by this transfer of
property. And the parents, if they live a few years even, generally
regret this action on their part. Parental love in their children is
not increased by this course. The children do not feel increased
gratitude and obligation to their parents for their liberality. A curse
seens to lay at the root of the matter, which only crops out in
sel fishness on the part of the children, and unhappi ness and m serabl e
feelings of cranped dependence on the part of the parents. p. 187,
Para. 1, [210T1].



If parents, while they live, assist their children to help thensel ves,
it would be better than to | eave them a | arge anmount at their death.
Children who are left to rely principally upon their own exertions make

better nen and wonen, and are better fitted for practical life, than
those children who have depended upon their father's estate. The
children I eft to depend upon their own resources will generally prize
their abilities, and will inprove their privileges, and cultivate and

direct their faculties to acconplish a purpose in life. They will
frequently devel op characters of industry, and frugality, and nora
worth which lie at the foundation of success in the Christian life.
Those children for whom parents do the nost, frequently feel under the
| east obligation toward them The errors of which we have spoken have
existed in ----. Parents have shifted their stewardship upon their
children. p. 188, Para. 1, [210T1].

| appealed, at the canp-neeting at as faithful stewards of God to use
their neans in the cause of God, and not |eave this work for their
children. It was their work which God had left themto do, and when the
Master should call themto account, they could as faithful stewards
render back to himthat which he had | ent them both principal and
interest. p. 188, Para. 2, [210T].

Brn. S., C, and S., were making a mistake in regard to the
appropriation of their neans. Sone of their children were influencing
themin this work, and were gathering upon their souls responsibilities
that they were ill-prepared to bear. They were opening a door, and
inviting the enemy to come in with his tenptations to harass and
destroy them Bro. S.'s two youngest sons were in great danger. They
were associating with individuals of a stanp of character which would
not el evate, but woul d debase them The subtle influence of these
associ ations was gai ning an inperceptible influence over these young
men. The conversation and deportnent of evil conpani ons were of that
character to separate these young nen fromthe influence of their
sisters and their sister's husbands. Wil e speaking upon this subject

at the canp-neeting, | felt deeply. | knew the persons were before ne
whom | had seen in vision. | urged upon those who heard ne, the
necessity of thorough consecration to God. | called no nanes, for | was
not permtted to do this. | was to dwell upon principles, appeal to the

hearts and consci ences, and give those who professed to | ove God and
keep his commandnents an opportunity to devel op character. God woul d
send them adnonitions and warning, and if they really desired to do his
will, they had an opportunity. Light was given, and then we were to
wait and see if they would cone to the light. p. 189, Para. 1, [210T].

| left the canp-neeting with a burden of anxiety upon nmy mind in
reference to the persons whose danger | had been shown. In a few
nont hs, news reached us of Bro. C.'s death. His property was left to
his children. Last Decenber, we had an appointnment to hold neetings in
Vernont. My husband was indi sposed, and could not go. In order to save
too great a disappointnent, | consented to go to Vernont in conpany
with sister Hall. | spoke to the people with sonme freedom but our
conference neetings were not free. | knew that the Spirit of the Lord
could not have free course until confessions were nmade, and there was a
breaki ng of heart before God. | could not keep silent. The Spirit of
the Lord was upon ne, and | related briefly the substance of what |
have written. | called the nanes of sonme present who were standing in



the way of the work of God. p. 190, Para. 1, [210T].

The result of |eaving property to children by will, and al so of
parents shifting the responsibility of their stewardship upon children
while the parents were |iving, had been verified before them
Covetousness had led Bro. C.'s sons to pursue a wong course,
especially his son ----. | labored faithfully relating the things which
I had seen in reference to the church, especially the sons of Bro. C
One of these brothers, hinself a father, was corrupt in heart and life,
a reproach to the precious cause of present truth. H s | ow standard of
nmorals was corrupting to the youth. p. 190, Para. 2, [210T].

The Spirit of the Lord canme into the nmeetings, and hunbl e confessions
were nmade by sone, acconpanied by tears. After the neeting, | had an
interview with the youngest sons of Bro. S. | plead with them and
entreated them for their souls' sake to turn square about, and break
away fromthe conpany of those who were | eading themon to their ruin,
and seek for the things which nake for their peace. While pleading for
t hese young nmen, ny heart was drawn out after them and | |onged to see
them submit to God. | prayed for them and urged themto pray for
t hemsel ves. W& were gaining the victory. They were yielding. The voice
of each was heard in hunble, penitential prayer, and | felt that indeed
the peace of God rested upon us. Angels seened to be all around us, and
I was shut up in a vision of God's glory. The state of the cause at
that some had backslidden far from God. The youth were in a state of
backsliding. p. 191, Para. 1, [210T].

I was shown that the two youngest sons of Bro. S. were naturally good-
hearted, conscientious young men, but Satan had blinded their
perception. Their conpani ons were not all of that class which would
strengthen and inprove their norals, or increase their understanding
and love for the truth and heavenly things. "One sinner destroyeth nmuch
good." Their ridicule and corrupt conversation had had its effect to
di spel serious and religious inpressions. It is wong for Christians to
associate with those whose norals are | oose. An intinmate, daily
i ntercourse which would occupy time without contributing in any degree
to the strength of the intellect or norals is dangerous. |If the nora
at nrosphere surroundi ng persons is not pure and sanctified, but tainted
with corruption, those who breathe this atnosphere will find it
operates al nost insensibly upon the intellect and heart to poison and
ruin. p. 192, Para. 1, [210T].

It is dangerous to be conversant with those whose ninds naturally take
a low level. Inperceptibly those naturally conscientious and | oving
purity will gradually come to the sane |level, and partake of, and
synpathi ze with, the inbecility and noral barrenness which it is so
constantly brought in contact with. It was inportant that the
associ ations of these young nen should change. Evil communications
corrupt good manners. Satan worked through agents to ruin these young
men. Not hing could work nmore effectually to prevent or banish serious
i mpressi ons and good desires than association with vain, careless, and
corrupt-m nded persons, whatever attractions such person nmay possess hy
their wit, sarcasm and fun, the fact that they treat religion with
levity and indifference is sufficient reason why they should be
di scarded. The nore engaging they are in other respects, the nore
shoul d this influence be dreaded as conpani ons, because they throw
around an irreligious life so many dangerous attractions. p. 192,



Para. 2, [210T1].

These young nen shoul d choose for their associates those who | ove the
purity of truth, whose norals are untainted, and whose habits are pure.
They nmust conply with the conditions laid down in the word of God if
they woul d i ndeed becone the sons of God, nmenbers of the royal famly,
children of the Heavenly King. Conme out from anong them and be

separate, and touch not the unclean, and | will receive you. God | oves
these young nen, and if they will follow the | eadings of his Spirit and
wal k in his counsel, he will be their strength. p. 193, Para. 1,
[210T].

God has given Bro. ---- ---- good abilities, quick perception, and a

good understanding of his word. He could, if his heart was sanctifi ed,
have an influence for good with his brothers, as well as his neighbors,
and those with whom he associates. But the |ove of npney has taken so
firma hold of his soul, which has been carried out in all the
transactions of life, that he has becone conformed to the world,

i nstead of being transfornmed, by the renewing of the mnd. H s powers
have been perverted and debased by sordid | ove of gain, which has nmade
hi m sel fi sh, penurious, and overbearing. If his qualities had been put
in active use in his Master's service, rather than to selfishly serve
his own interest, had his object and aimbeen to do good and glorify
God, the qualities of m nd God had given himwould inpart to his
character an energy, and efficiency, and humlity which could not fai
to command respect, and would give himan influence over all with whom
he associated. p. 193, Para. 2, [210T].

I was shown that the property left by the father had indeed been a
root of bitterness to his children. Their peace and happi ness, and
confidence, in each other were greatly disturbed by it. ---- ---- did
not need his father's property. He had enough talents to handl e that
God had intrusted to his nmanagenent. |f he nmade a right disposition of
that which he had he woul d at | east be anpng that nunber who were
faithful in that which is least. The addition of the stewardship of his
father's property, which he had covetously desired, was a heavier
responsibility than he could well nanage. p. 194, Para. 1, [210T].

For several years the |love of noney has been rooting out the | ove of
humanity and the |l ove of God. And as the neans of his father was within
his reach, he desired to retain all that was possible in his own hands.
He pursued a selfish course toward his brothers, because he had the
advant age and could do so. His brothers have not had right feelings.
They have felt bitter toward this brother. He had in deal advantaged
himsel f to the di sadvantage of others until his course has reproached
the cause of God. He |l ost command of hinself. Hi s greatest object was
gain, selfish gain. The love of noney in the heart was the root of al
this evil. I was shown that had ---- ---- turned his powers to |abor in
the vineyard of the Lord, he would have done nmuch good; but these
qualifications perverted can do a great deal of harm p. 195, Para. 1,
[210T].

The brothers B. have not had the hel p they ought to have had. AL C. B
has | abored to great disadvantage. He has taken too many burdens upon
him which has crippled his |labors so that he has not increased in
spiritual strength and courage as he should. The church, who have the
light of truth, and should stand in God strong to will, and do, and



sacrifice, if need be, for the truth's sake, have been |ike weak
children. They have required the tine and |abor of Bro. A C B. to
settle difficulties which should never have existed. And when they have
ari sen, because of selfishness and unsanctified hearts, they could have
been put away in an hour had there been hunility and a spirit of
confession. p. 195, Para. 2, [210T1].

The brothers B. nake a mistake in remaining at ----. They should
change their | ocation, and not see ---- oftener than a fewtimes in the
year. They woul d have greater freedomin bearing their testinony. These
brethren have not felt freedomto speak out truth and facts as they
existed. If they had lived el sewhere, they would have been nore free
from burdens, and their testinony woul d have had tenfold nore wei ght
when they should visit the church at ----. While brother A, C. B. has
been wei ghed down with petty church trials, and kept at ----, he should
have been | aboring abroad. He has served tables until his mnd has
beconme cl ouded, and he has not conprehended the force and power of the
truth. He has not been awake to the real wants of the cause of God. He
has been losing spirituality and courage. The work of keeping up
Systemati c Benevol ence has been negl ected. Sone of the brethren, whose
whol e i nterest has once been in the advancement of the cause of God,
have been growi ng sel fish and penurious, instead of being nore self-
sacrificing, and their devotion and love for the truth increasing. They
have been growi ng | ess devotional, and nore |ike the world. Father B
is one of this nunber. He needs a new conversion. Brother B. has been
favored with superior privileges, and if these are not inproved,
condemmati on and darkness will follow equal to the |ight he has had,
for the non-inprovenent of the talents lent of God for himto inprove.
p. 196, Para. 1, [210T].

The brethren in Vernont have grieved the Spirit of God, in allow ng
their love for the truth and their interest in the work of God to
decline. p. 197, Para. 1, [210T].

Bro. D. T. B. overtaxed his strength |ast season, in laboring in new
fields with the tent, without suitable help. God does not require
brother D., or any of his servants, to injure their health by exposure
and taxing |labor. The brethren at ---- should have felt an interest
that woul d have been shown by their works. They could have secured help
if they had been awake to the interest of the cause of God, and felt
the worth of souls. While brother D. was feeling a deep sense of the
wor k of God and the value of souls, which called for continual effort,
a large church at ---- was holding brother A. from hel ping his brother
by their petty difficulties. These brothers should conme up with renewed
courage, shake thenselves fromthe trials and di scouragenments which
have held themat ----, and crippled their testinony, and they should
claimstrength fromthe Mghty One. They should have borne a plain
free testimony to Brn. S. and C., and urged the truth hone, and done
what they could to have these nen make a proper distribution of their
property. Brother A, in taking so many burdens, is | essening his
mental and physical strength. p. 197, Para. 2, [210T].

If Bro. ---- ----, for a few years past, had been wal king in the
light, he would have felt the value of souls. Had he been cultivating a
| ove for the truth, he nmight have been qualified to teach the truth to
others. He m ght have helped Bro. B. in his work with the tent. He
m ght, at |east, have taken the burdens of the church at honme. If he



had | ove for his brethren, and was sanctified through the truth, he
coul d have been a peacenmaker, instead of a stirrer-up of strife, which
united with other difficulties, called Bro. A fromhis brother's side
at a nost inportant tinme, which resulted in Bro. D.'s laboring far
beyond his strength. And yet, after Bro. D. had done all that he could,
the work was not acconplished that m ght have been, had there been the
i nterest there should have been in ---- to supply help when it was so
much needed. A fearful responsibility rests upon that church for their
negl ect of duty. p. 198, Para. 1, [210T].

I was shown that the result of Bro. S.'s course in dividing his
property anong his children was shifting the responsibility upon them
whi ch he should not have laid off. He now sees that the result of this
course has brought to himno increase of affection fromhis children.
They have not felt under obligation to their parents for what they have
done for them These children were young and i nexperienced. They were
not qualified to bear the responsibilities laid upon them Their hearts
wer e unconsecrated, and true friends were | ooked upon by them as
desi gni ng eneni es, while those who woul d separate very friends were
accepted. These agents of Satan were continually suggesting to the
m nds of these young nmen false ideas, and hearts of brothers and
sisters, father, nother, and children, were at variance. p. 199, Para.
1, [210rT1].

Father S. nmade a nistake. Had he confided nore in his daughters
husbands, who loved the truth in sincerity, and had he been nore
willing to have been hel ped by the advice of these nmen of experience
great m stakes mi ght have been prevented. But this is the way the eneny
general ly succeeds in managing matters in regard to the appropriation
of means. p. 199, Para. 2, [210T].

These cases nentioned were designed of God to be devel oped, that al

may see the deceitful ness of riches upon the heart. The result in these
cases, which is apparent to all, should prove a warning to fathers and
not hers, and to anbitious children. Covetousness, the word of God
defines as idolatry. It is inpossible for nmen and wonen to keep the | aw
of God and | ove nobney. The heart's affections should be placed upon
heavenly things. Qur treasure should be laid up in Heaven; for where
our treasure is there will our heart be also. p. 200, Para. 1, [210T].



