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The Sufferings of Christ. p. 1, Para. 3, [170T].

In order to fully realize the value of salvation, it is necessary to
understand what it cost. In consequence of our limted ideas of the
sufferings of Christ, we place a | ow estimate upon the great work of
the atonenent. The glorious plan of man's sal vati on was brought about
through the infinite love of God the Father. In this divine planis
seen the npst marvel ous manifestation of the love of God to the fallen
race. Such love as is manifested in the gift of God's bel oved Son
amazed the holy angels. "God so lIoved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in himshould not perish, but
have everlasting life." This Savi our was the brightness of his Father's
glory, and the express inmage of his person. He possessed divine
maj esty, perfection and excellence. He was equal with God. "It pleased
the Father that in himshould all fullness dwell."™ "Wo, being in the
formof God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but nade
hi rsel f of no reputation, and took upon himthe formof a servant, and
was made in the |likeness of nmen. And being found in fashion as a man,
he hunbl ed hi nsel f, and becanme obedi ent unto death, even the death of
the cross." p. 1, Para. 4, [170T].

Christ consented to die in man's stead that man, by a life of

obedi ence, m ght escape the penalty of the transgression of the |aw of
God. The death of Christ did not make the | aw of God of none effect.
His death did not slay the law, lessen its holy clains, nor detract
fromits sacred dignity. The death of Christ proclained the justice and
perpetuity of his Father's law in punishing the transgressor, in that
he consented to suffer the penalty of the Iaw hinself, in order to save
fallen man fromits curse. The death of God's bel oved Son on the cross
shows the immutability of the aw of God. Hi s death magnified the | aw
and made it honorabl e, and gave evidence to man of its changel ess
character. Fromhis own divine lips is heard, "I cane not to destroy
the law, but to fulfill." The death of Christ justified the clains of
the law. p. 1, Para. 5, [170T].

In Christ was united the human and the divine. H's mission was to
reconcile God to man, and man to God; to unit the finite with the
infinite. This was the only way in which fallen nen could be exalted
through the nerits of the blood of Christ, to be partakers of the
di vine nature. Taking human nature, fitted Christ to understand the
nature of man's trials, and his sorrows, and all the tenptations
wherewith he is beset. Angels who were unacquainted with sin could not
synpathize with man in his peculiar trials. Christ condescended to take
man's nature. He was tenpted in all points |like as we, that he m ght
know how to succor all who should be tenpted. p. 2, Para. 1, [170T].

As the human was upon him he felt his need of strength fromhis
Fat her. He had sel ect places of prayer. He loved the solitude of the
mount ai n where to hold communion with his Father in Heaven. In this
exercise, his holy, human soul was strengthened for the duties and



trials of the day. Qur Saviour identifies hinself with our needs and
weaknesses, in that he becane a suppliant, a nightly petitioner

seeking fromhis Father fresh supplies of strength, to come forth

i nvigorated and refreshed, braced for duty and trial. He is our exanple
inall things. He is a brother in our infirmties, but not possessing
i ke passions. As the sinless One his nature recoiled fromevil. He
endured struggles, and torture of soul. in a world of sin. H's humanity
made prayer a necessity, and privilege. He required all the stronger

di vi ne support and confort which his Father was ready to inpart to his
Son, who had |l eft the joys of Heaven, chose his home, for the benefit

of man, in a cold and thankless world. Christ found confort and joy in
conmuni on with his Father. Here he could unburden his sorrows that were
crushing him He was a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief. p.

2, Para. 2, [170T].

Through the day he | abored earnestly to do good to others, to save nen
from destruction. He heal ed the sick, he conforted the mournful, and
brought cheerful ness and hope to the despairing. He brought the dead to
life. After his work was finished for the day, he went forth, evening
after evening, away fromthe confusion of the city, and his form was
bowed in sone retired grove, in supplication to his Father. At tines
the bright beans of the nobon shone upon his bowed form And then again
the cl ouds and darkness shut away all light. The dew and frost of night
rested upon his head and beard while in the attitude of a suppliant. He
frequently continued his petitions through the entire night. He is our
exanple. If we could renmenber this, and imtate the pattern, we should
be much stronger in God. p. 3, Para. 1, [170T1].

If the Saviour of men, with his divine strength, felt the need of
prayer, how much nore should feeble, sinful nortals, feel the necessity
of prayer,--fervent, constant, prayer? When Christ was the npst
fiercely beset by tenptation, he ate nothing. He committed hinself to
God, and through earnest prayer, and perfect submission to the will of
his Father, canme off conqueror. p. 4, Para. 1, [170T].

Those who profess the truth for these |ast days, above every other

cl ass who take the name of Christian, should inmtate the great Exenplar
in prayer. "It is necessary for the disciple to follow his Master, and
enough for the servant to be as his Lord." Qur tables are frequently
spread with luxuries not healthful nor necessary, because we | ove these
things nmore than we | ove self-denial, freedom from di sease, and a sound
m nd. Jesus sought earnestly for strength fromhis Father. This he
consi dered, even for hinself, the divine Son of God, of nore value than
to sit at the nobst |uxurious table. He has given us evidence that
prayer was essential in order to receive strength to contend with the
powers of darkness, and to do the work allotted us to perform Our own
strength is weakness, but the strength which God gives is mghty, and
will bring off every one who obtains it, nore than conqueror. p. 4,
Para. 2, [170T1].

As the Son of God in the garden of Gethsemane bowed in the attitude of
prayer, the agony of his spirit forced fromhis pores sweat |ike great
drops of blood. It was here that the horror of great darkness
surrounded him The sins of the world were upon him He was suffering
in man's stead as a transgressor of his Father's law. Here was the
scene of tenptation. The divine |ight of God was receding from his
vi sion, and he was passing into the hands of the powers of darkness. In



t he agony of his soul -anguish, he lay prostrate on the cold earth. He
was realizing his Father's frown. The cup of suffering, Christ had
taken fromthe lips of guilty man and proposed to drink it hinself, and
inits place, give to man the cup of blessing. The wath that would
have fallen upon man, was now falling upon Christ. It was here the
nysterious cup trenbled in his hand. p. 4, Para. 3, [170T].

Jesus had often resorted to Gethsemane with his disciples for
meditation and prayer. They were well acquainted with this sacred
retreat. Even Judas knew where to | ead the nurderous throng, that he
m ght betray Jesus into their hands. Never before had the Savi our
visited the spot with a heart so full of sorrow. It was not bodily
suffering fromwhich the Son of God shrank, and which wung fromhis
lips, in the presence of his disciples, these nournful words: "My sou
is exceeding sorrowmful, even unto death." "Tarry ye here," said he,
"and watch with ne." p. 5, Para. 1, [170T].

He went a little distance fromhis disciples, |eaving themwthin
hearing of his voice, and fell on his face, and prayed. Hi s soul was
agoni zed, and he plead, "O ny Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as thou wilt." The sins
of a lost world were upon him and overwhelmed him It was a sense of
his Father's frown, in consequence of sin, which rent the heart of the
Son of God with such piercing agony, and forced the great bl ood-drops
fromhis brow down his pale cheeks, falling to the ground, and
noi stening the earth. p. 5, Para. 2, [170T].

He rose fromhis prostrate position and cane to his disciples, and
found them asl eep. He said unto Peter, "What! could ye not watch with
me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tenptation. The
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." At the nobst inportant
time, the disciples were found sl eeping--at the time when Jesus had
made a special request for themto watch with him He knew that severe
conflicts and terrible tenptati ons were before his disciples. He took
themwith him that they m ght be a strength to him and that the
events they should witness that night, and the | essons of instruction
they should receive, mght be indelibly printed upon their menories.
This was necessary, that their faith mght not fail, but be
strengthened for the test just before them p. 6, Para. 1, [170T].

But instead of watching with Christ, they were burdened with sorrow,
and fell asleep. Even the ardent Peter was asl eep, who, only a few
hours before, had declared that he would suffer, and, if need be, die
for his Lord. At the nost critical noment, when the Son of God was is
need of their synpathy and heartfelt prayers, they were found asleep
They | ost nuch by thus sleeping. Qur Saviour designed to fortify them
for the severe test of their faith to which they would soon be
subj ected. If they had spent the nournful period in watching with the
dear Saviour, and in prayer to God, Peter would not have been left to
his own feeble strength to have denied his Lord in the tine of trial
p. 6, Para. 2, [170T].

The Son of God went away the second tinme, and prayed, saying, "O ny
Father, if this cup may not pass away from nme except | drink it, thy
will be done." And again he came to his disciples, and found them
sl eeping. Their eyes were heavy. By these sleeping disciples is
represented a sleeping church when the day of God's visitation is nigh



It is atinme of clouds and thick darkness, when to be found asleep is
nost perilous. p. 7, Para. 1, [170T].

Jesus has warned: "Watch ye therefore; for ye know not when the Master
of the house conmeth, at even, or at mdnight, or at the cockcrow ng, or
in the norning; com ng suddenly he find you sleeping." The church of
God is required to fulfill her night watch, however perilous, whether
long or short. Sorrow is no excuse for her to be | ess watchful
Tribul ation should not lead to carel essness, but to double vigilance.
Christ has directed the church by his own exanple to the Source of
their strength in times of need, distress, and peril. The attitude of
watching is to designate the church as God's people indeed. By this
sign the waiting ones are distinguished fromthe world, and show t hat
they are pilgrins and strangers upon the earth. p. 7, Para. 2, [170T].

The Savi our turned sadly the second tinme fromhis sleeping disciples,
and prayed the third tinme, saying the same words. Then he came to them
and said, "Sleep on now, and take your rest; behold, the hour is at
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners." How
cruel for the disciples to pernit sleep to close their eyes and sl unber
to chain their senses, while their divine Lord was enduring such
i nexpressi ble nmental anguish. If they had remai ned watching, they would
not have lost their faith as they beheld the Son of God dyi ng upon the
cross. This inportant night-watch should have been signalized by noble
ment al struggles and prayers, which would have brought them strength to
Wi t ness the unspeakabl e agony of the Son of God. It would have prepared
them as they should behold his sufferings upon the cross, to
under st and sonething of the nature of the overpowering angui sh which he
endured in the garden of Gethsemane. And they woul d have been better
able to recall the words he had spoken to themin reference to his
sufferings, death, and resurrection; and am d the gl oom of that
terrible, trying hour, some rays of hope would have lit up the
dar kness, and sustained their faith. He had told them before that these
things woul d take place; but they did not understand him p. 7, Para.
3, [170OT1].

The scene of Christ's sufferings was to be a fiery ordeal to his

di sci pl es, and hence the necessity of watchful ness and prayer. Their
faith needed to be sustained by an unseen strength, as they should
experience the triunph of the powers of darkness. p. 8, Para. 1,
[170T].

We can have but faint conceptions of the inexpressible anguish of
God's dear Son in Cethsemane, as he realized the separation fromhis
Fat her in consequence of bearing man's sin. He becane sin for the
fallen race. The sense of the withdrawal of his Father's |ove pressed
fromhis angui shed soul these words: "My soul is exceeding sorrowful

even unto death.” "If it be possible, let this cup pass fromnme." Then
with entire submi ssion to his Father's will, he adds, "Neverthel ess,
not as | will, but as thou wilt." p. 8, Para. 2, [170T].

The divine Son of God was fainting, dying. The Father sent a nessenger
fromhis presence to strengthen the divine Sufferer, and brace himto
tread his bl ood-stained path. Could nortals view the amazenent and the
sorrow of the angelic host as they watched in silent grief the Father
separating his beans of light, love, and glory, fromthe bel oved Son of
his bosom they would better understand how offensive is sin in his



sight. p. 9, Para. 1, [170T].

The sword of justice was now to awake agai nst his dear Son. He was
betrayed by a kiss into the hands of his enemes, and hurried to the
judgment hall of an earthly court, there to be derided, and condenmed
to death, by sinful nortals. There the glorious Son of God was "wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities." He bore
i nsult, nmockery, and shameful abuse, until his "visage was so narred
nore than any man, and his formnore than the sons of nmen." p. 9,

Para. 2, [170T1].

VWho can conprehend the | ove here displayed? The angelic host beheld
with wonder and with grief H mwho had been the ngjesty of Heaven, and
who had worn the crown of glory, now wearing the crown of thorns, a
bl eeding victimto the rage of an infuriated nob, fired to insane
madness by the wrath of Satan. Behold the patient sufferer! Upon his
head is the thorny crown. His |ife-blood flows fromevery |acerated
vein. Al this in consequence of sin! Nothing could have induced Chri st
to | eave his honor, his mjesty, in Heaven, and conme to a sinful world,
to be negl ected, despised, and rejected, by those he came to save, and
finally to suffer upon the cross, but eternal, redeem ng |ove, which
will ever remain a nystery. p. 9, Para. 3, [170T].

Wonder, O Heavens! and be astonished, O earth! Behold the oppressor
and the oppressed. A vast nultitude enclose the Saviour of the world.
Mocki ng and jeering are mngled with the coarse oaths of blaspheny. His
lowy birth and his hunble |ife are conmented upon by unfeeling
wetches. His claimto be the Son of God is ridiculed by the chi ef
priests and el ders, and the vulgar jest and insulting derision are
passed fromlip to |ip. Satan was having full control of the m nds of
his servants. In order to do this effectually, he conmences with the
chief priests and the elders, and inmbues themw th a religious frenzy.
They are actuated by the sane Satanic spirit which noves the nost vile
and harden wretches. There is a corrupt harnony in the feelings of all
fromthe hypocritical priests and elders down to the npst debased.
Christ, the precious Son of God, was led forth, and the cross was laid
upon his shoul ders. At every step was |eft blood which flowed fromhis
wounds. Thronged by an i mense crowd of bitter enenmies and unfeeling
spectators, he is led away to the crucifixion. "He was oppressed, and
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his nouth. He is brought as a | anb
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dunb, so he
opened not his mouth." p. 10, Para. 1, [170T].

Hi s sorrowi ng disciples follow himat a distance, behind the nurderous
throng. He is nailed to the cross, and hangs suspended between the
heavens and the earth. Their hearts are bursting with anguish as their
bel oved Teacher is suffering as a crimnal. Close to the cross are the
bl i nd, bigoted, faithless priests and el ders, taunting, nocking, and
jeering: "Thou that destroyest the tenple, and buildest it in three
days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, cone down fromthe
cross, Likew se also the chief priests mocking him wi th the scribes
and el ders, said, He saved others; hinself he cannot save. If he be the

King of Israel, let himnow cone dowmm fromthe cross, and we will
believe him He trusted in God, let himdeliver himnow, if he wll
have hinm for he said, | amthe Son of God." Not one word did Jesus

answer to all this. Wiile the nails were being driven through his
hands, and the sweat-drops of agony were forced fromhis pores, from



the pale, quivering lips of the innocent sufferer a prayer of pardoning
| ove was breathed for his nurderers: "Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do." All Heaven was gazing with profound interest
upon the scene. The gl orious Redeener of a |ost world was suffering the
penalty of man's transgressions of the Father's law. He was about to
ransom his people with his own bl ood. He was paying the just clains of
God's holy law. This was the neans through which an end was to be
finally made of sin and Satan, and his host to be vanqui shed. p. 10,
Para. 2, [170T].

Oh, was there ever suffering and sorrow |ike that endured by the dying
Saviour! 1t was the sense of his Father's displeasure which made his
cup so bitter. It was not bodily suffering which so quickly ended the
life of Christ upon the cross; It was the crushing weight of the sins
of the world, and a sense of his Father's wath. p. 11, Para. 1,
[170T].

The Father's glory and sustai ning presence had |left him and despair
pressed its crushing wei ght of darkness upon him and forced from his
pal e and quivering |ips the anguished cry, "My God, nmy God, why hast
t hou forsaken ne?" Jesus had united with the Father in making the
worl d. While ami d the agonizing sufferings of the Son of God, blind and
del uded nmen al one remai ned unfeeling. The chief priests and el ders were
reviling the expiring agonies of God's dear Son. Yet inaninmte nature
groans in synpathy with her bleeding, dying Author. The earth trenbles.
The sun refuses to behold the scene. The heavens gat her bl ackness.
Angel s have witnessed the sufferings of God's dear son, until they can
| ook no I onger, and hide their faces fromthe horrid sight. Christ is
dying! He is in despair! H's Father's approving snile is renoved, and
angel s are not permitted to |ighten the gloomof the terrible hour
They could only behold in amazenment their | oved Conmander, the Mjesty
of Heaven, suffering the penalty of man's transgression of the Father's
law. p. 11, Para. 2, [170T].

Even doubts assailed the dying Son of God. He could not see through
the portals of the tonmb. Bright hope did not present to himhis coning
forth fromthe tonb a conqueror, and his Father's accepting his
sacrifice. The sin of the world, with all its terribleness, was felt to
the utternmost by the Son of God. The displ easure of the Father for sin
and its penalty which was death, was all that he could realize through
this amazi ng darkness. His soul was tenpted to fear that sin was so
of fensive in the sight of his Father, that he could not be reconciled
to his Son. The fierce tenptation that his own Father had |eft him
caused that piercing cry fromthe cross, "My God, ny God, why hast thou
forsaken nme?" p. 12, Para. 1, [170T].

Christ felt nuch as sinners will feel when the vials of God's wrath
shal | be poured out upon them Bl ack despair, |ike the pall of death,
wi || gather about their guilty souls, and then they will realize, to
the fullest extent, the sinful ness of sin. Salvation has been purchased
fromthem by the suffering and death of the Son of God. It might be
theirs, if they would accept of it willingly, gladly; but none are
conpelled to yield obedience to the law of God. |If they refuse the
heavenly benefit, if they choose the pleasures and deceitful ness of
sin, they can have their choice, and at the end receive their wages
which is the wath of God and eternal death. They will be forever
separated fromthe presence of Jesus, whose sacrifice they had



despi sed. They will have lost a life of happiness, and sacrificed
eternal glory, for the pleasures of sin for a season. p. 13, Para. 1
[170T1].

Faith and hope trenbled in the expiring agonies of Christ, because God
had renpoved the assurance he had heretofore given his bel oved Son of
hi s approbati on and acceptance. The Redeener of the world then relied
upon the evidences which had hitherto strengthened him that his Father
accepted his | abors and was pleased with his work. In his dying agony,
as he yields up his precious life, he has by faith alone to trust in
H mwhomit has ever been his joy to obey. He is not cheered with
clear, bright rays of hope on the right hand nor on the left. Al is
enshrouded in oppressive gloom Amd the awful darkness which is felt
by synpathi zi ng nature, the Redeemer drains the nysterious cup even to
its dregs. Denied even bright hope and confidence in the triunph which
will be his in the future, he cries with a |Ioud voice, "Lord, into thy
hands | commit ny spirit." He is acquainted with the character of his
Father, his justice, his mercy, and great |ove. In subnission he drops
into the hands of his Father. Am d the convul sions of nature are heard,
by the amazed spectators, the dying words of the Man of Calvary. Nature
synmpat hi zed with the suffering of its Author. The heaving earth, the
rent rocks, proclainmed that it was the Son of God who died. There was a
m ghty earthquake. The vail of the tenple was rent in twain. Terror
sei zed the executioners and spectators as they beheld the sun vailed in
dar kness, and felt the earth shake beneath them and saw and heard the
rendi ng of the rocks. The nmocking and | aughing of the chief priests and
el ders was hushed as Christ conmended his spirit into the hands of his
Fat her. The astoni shed throng began to withdraw, and grope their way,
in the darkness, to the city. They snote thenselves, "It is an innocent
person that has been nurdered. What if, indeed, he is, as he asserted,
the Son of God." p. 13, Para. 2, [170T1].

Jesus did not yield up his life till he had acconplished the work
whi ch he came to do, and exclained with his departing breath, "It is
finished." Satan then was defeated. He knew that his kingdom was | ost.
Angel s rejoiced as the words were uttered, "It is finished." The great
pl an of redenption, which was dependent on the death of Christ, had
been thus far carried out. And there was joy in Heaven that the sons of
Adam coul d, through a |ife of obedience, be finally exalted to the
throne of God. Oh, what |ove! What amazing | ove! that brought the Son
of God to earth to be made sin for us, that we nmight be reconciled to
God, and elevated to a life with himin his mansions in glory. Oh! what
is man, that such a price should be paid for his redenption! p. 14,
Para. 1, [170T].

When nmen and wonen can nore fully conprehend the magnitude of this
great sacrifice, which was made by the Majesty of Heaven in dying in
man's stead, then will the plan of salvation be magnified, and
reflections of Calvary will awaken tender, sacred, and |lively enptions
in the Christian's heart. Praises to God and the Lanb will be in their
hearts, and upon their lips. Pride and self-esteem cannot flourish in
the hearts that keep fresh in menory the scenes of Calvary. This world
wi |l appear of but little value to those who appreciate the costly
price of man's redenption--the precious blood of God's dear Son. Al
the riches of the world are not of sufficient value to redeem one
peri shing soul. Who can neasure the love Christ felt for a | ost world,
as he hung upon the cross, suffering for the sins of guilty men? This



| ove was imreasurable. It was infinite. p. 15, Para. 1, [170T].

Hi s | ove, he was shown, was stronger than death. He was acconplishing
man's sal vation; and al though he had the nost fearful conflict with the
powers of darkness, yet, amd it all, his |ove decreased not, but grew
stronger and stronger. He endured the hidings of his Father's
countenance, until he was led to exclaim in the bitterness of his
soul, "My God, ny God, why hast thou forsaken nme?" His arm brought
sal vation. The price was paid to purchase the redenpti on of nman, when,
in the last soul -struggle, the bl essed words were uttered, which seened
to resound through creation, "It is finished.” p. 15, Para. 2, [170T].

Many who profess to be Christians, will becone excited over sone
worldly enterprise. Their interest is awakened for new and exciting
anmusenents, while they are cold-hearted, and appear as if frozen in the
cause of God. Here is a thene, poor formalist, which is of sufficient
i mportance to excite you. Eternal interests are here involved. Upon
this thene it is sin to be calm and um npassi oned. The scenes of
Calvary call for the deepest enotion. Upon this subject you will be
excusabl e if you manifest enthusiasm That Christ, so excellent, so
i nnocent, should suffer such a painful death, bearing the weight of the
sins of the world, our npst extended thoughts and i magi nati ons can
never be able to fully reach, and enable us to conprehend the |ength,
the breadth, the hight, the depth, of such amazing | ove. The
contenpl ation of the matchl ess depths of a Saviour's |ove, viewed by
faith, fills and absorbs the mnd, touches and nelts the soul, refines
and el evates the affections, and conpletely transfornms the whol e
character. The | anguage of the apostle is, "I determ ned not to know
anyt hi ng anong you, save Jesus Christ and himcrucified." W may | ook
toward Cal vary, and also exclaim "God forbid that | should glory save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whomthe world is crucified
unto ne, and I unto the world." p. 16, Para. 1, [170T].

Consi dering at what an i nmense cost our salvation has been purchased,
what will be the fate of those who neglect so great salvation? \Wat
will be the punishment of those who profess to be followers of Christ,
yet fail to bow in hunble obedience to the clains of their Redeener,
and who do not take the cross, as humble disciples of Christ, and
follow himfromthe manger to Cal vary? He that gathereth not with ne,
saith Christ, scattereth abroad. p. 16, Para. 2, [170T].

Sone have limted views of the atonenent, and think that Christ
suffered only a small portion of the penalty of the |aw of God, and
that while the wath of God was felt by his dear Son, they suppose that
he had, through all his painful sufferings, and evidence of his
Father's | ove and acceptance, and that the portals of the tonb before
himwere illum nated with bright hope that he had the abidi ng evidence
of his future glory. Here is a great mstake. Christ's keenest anguish
was a sense of his Father's displeasure. H's nental agony, because of
this, was of such intensity that man can have but faint conception of
it. p. 17, Para. 1, [170T1].

The history of the condescension, humiliation and sacrifice of our
di vine Lord does not with nmany stir the soul, affect the character and
life, any nore, nor awaken deeper interest than to read of the death of
the martyrs of Jesus. Many have suffered death by slow tortures; others
have suffered death by crucifixion. In what does the death of Cod's



dear Son differ fromthese? It is true he died upon the cross a nost
cruel death; yet others, for his dear sake, have suffered equally, as
far as bodily torture is concerned. Why was the suffering of Christ
nmore dreadful than that of other persons who have yielded their |ives
for his sake? If the sufferings of Christ consisted in physical pain

al one, then his death was no nore painful than that of some of the
martyrs. Bodily pain was but an itemin the excruciating agony of God's
dear Son. The sins of the world were upon him also the sense of his
Father's wath as he suffers the penalty of the | aw transgressed. It
was these that crushed his divine soul. It was the hiding of his
Father's face, a sense that his own dear Father had forsaken him which
brought despair. The separation that sin makes between God and man was
fully realized and keenly felt by the innocent, suffering Man of
Calvary, without one ray of light to brighten the future, oppressed by
the powers of darkness, struggling with the power of Satan,--he
declaring that Christ was in his power, that he was superior in
strength to the Son of God, that God had di sowned his Son, and that he
was no longer in the favor of God any nore than hinself. |f he was

i ndeed still in favor with God, why need he die? God could save him
fromdeath. Christ yielded not in the |least degree to the tornmenting
foe, even in his bitterest anguish. Legions of evil angels were al

about the Son of God, yet the holy angels were bidden not to break
their ranks and engage in conflict with the taunting, reviling foe.
Heavenly angels were not permtted to nminister unto the angui shed
spirit of the Son of God. It was in this terrible hour of darkness, the
face of his Father hidden, |egions of evil angels enshrouding him the
sins of the world upon him that the words were wenched fromhis |ips,
"My God, ny God, why hast thou forsaken nme." p. 17, Para. 2, [170T].

The death of the martyrs can bear no conparison with the agony endured
by the Son of God. And we should take |arger, broader, and deeper views
of the Iife, sufferings, and death of God's dear Son. \Wen the
atonenent is viewed correctly, the salvation of souls will be felt to
be of infinite value. In conmparison with the enterprise of everlasting
life, every other sinks into insignificance. But how have the counsels
of this loving Saviour been despised. The heart's devotion has been to
the world, and selfish interests have closed the door against the Son
of God. Hollow hypocrisy and pride, selfishness and gain, envy, nalice
and passion, have so filled the hearts of many that Christ can have no
room p. 18, Para. 1, [170T1].

He was eternally rich, "yet for our sakes became poor, that we through
his poverty m ght be nmade rich." He was clothed with |ight and glory,
surrounded with hosts of heavenly angels, waiting to execute his
commands. Yet he put on our nature, and came to sojourn anmong sinfu
nortals. Here is love that no | anguage can express. |t passes
know edge. Great is the nystery of godliness. Qur souls should be
enlivened, elevated, enraptured with the thenme of the |ove of the
Fat her and the Son to man. The followers of Christ should |learn here to
reflect back in sone degree that mysterious |ove preparatory to joining
all the redeened in ascribing "Blessing and honor and glory and power
unto HHmthat sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lanb forever and
ever." p. 19, Para. 1, [170T].

To The Church at ----. p. 19, Para. 2, [170T].

Dear Brethren:--1 have been shown that you are not in the light, as



God woul d have you. In vision, | was pointed back to the ingathering of
souls at ---- last spring, and was shown that your minds were not
prepared for that work. You were not expecting or believing for the
wor k whi ch was then acconplished anong you. This work was carried on
notwi t hstandi ng your unbelief, aside fromthe participation of nany
anong you. p. 19, Para. 3, [170T1].

When you had such evi dences that God was waiting to be gracious to his
people, that Mercy's voice was inviting sinners and backslidders to the
cross of Christ, why did you not unite with us, who had the burden of
the work upon us? Why did you not come up to the help of the Lord? Sone
of you seened benunbed and stupefied, and seened to be amazed, and were
unprepared to participate fully in the work. You assented to it, but
the hearts of many were not init. It was a great evidence of the
| ukewar m condition of the church. p. 20, Para. 1, [170T].

The worl dliness you possess does not incline your hard hearts to throw
wi de open the door, at the knock you hear from Jesus who is seeking an
entrance. The Lord of glory who has redeened you by his own bl ood,
wai ted at your doors for adnmittance, and you did not throw open the
door wi de and wel conme himin. Sonme opened the door slightly and
permtted a little light fromhis presence to enter, but did not
wel cone the heavenly Visitor. There was not room for Jesus. The place
whi ch shoul d have been reserved for himwas occupied with other things.
Jesus entreated you: "If any man hear ny voice, and open the door,
wWill come into him and will sup with him and he with ne." There was
a work for you to do to open the door. For a tine you felt inclined to
hear, and open the door, but even this inclination departed, and you
failed to secure the communion with the heavenly guest which it was
your privilege to have. By sone, the door was opened, and Jesus
heartily welconmed. p. 20, Para. 2, [170T].

Jesus will not force open the door. The act you have to performto
show your desire for the heavenly Visitor is to open the door w de and
give hima sincere welcone. If all had made thorough work in clearing
away the world's rubbish, and preparing a place for Jesus, he would
have entered and abode with you, and woul d have done a great work
t hrough you for the salvation of others. You were unprepared for the
work. It conmenced, notwi thstanding, in mghty power anong you.
Backsl i ders were reclaimed, sinners were converted, and the sound went
out into the region round about. The community was stirred. Had the
church cone up to the help of the Lord, and had the way been fully
opened for further |abor, there would have been in ---- and ---- and
the regi on round about, a work acconplished such as you have never
Wi tnessed. But the ideas of the brethren were not raised, and they were
indifferent, in a great degree, to the matter. Sonme who had ever been
seeking their own interest, could not think of having their mnds drawn
away from themselves on this occasion, even though the salvation of
soul s m ght be at stake. p. 21, Para. 1, [170T].

The Lord had laid upon us the burden. W were willing to give you al
there was of us for atime, if you would come up with us to the help of
the Lord. There was a decided failure. There was great ingratitude
shown for the manifestations of the power of God anmpbng you. Had you
recei ved the tokens of God's mercy and |oving kindness as you shoul d,
wi th thankful hearts, and united your interest to work with the Spirit
of God, you would not now be in the condition that you are. But you



have been goi ng down, and withering spiritually since that precious
wor k was done anbng you. p. 22, Para. 1, [170T].

The parable of the | ost sheep you do not yet understand. You have not
| earned the | esson the divine Teacher designed you should. You have
been dull scholars. Read the parable in Luke xv. "What man of you,
havi ng an hundred sheep, if he | ose one of them doth not |eave the
ninety and nine in the wlderness, and go after that which is |ost,
until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his
shoul ders, rejoicing. And when he conmeth hone, he calleth together his
friends, and nei ghbors, saying unto them Rejoice with me; for | have
found ny sheep which was lost." p. 22, Para. 2, [170T].

Here were the cases of several who had backsli dden; who had been in
dar kness; who had strayed away fromthe fold. But especially, as a
prom nent one, was the case of Bro. ---- ----. He strayed fromthe
fold. Al the efforts were not nmade in wi sdom which should have been
made to have prevented his straying fromthe fold, and then after he
had strayed, there were not diligent efforts put forth to bring him
back. There was nmuch nore gossiping over his case than sincere sorrow
for him All these things kept himfromthe fold, and caused his heart
to be separated farther and farther fromhis brethren, making his
rescue nmore and still nore difficult. How different was this course
fromthat pursued by the shepherd in the parable, in pursuit of the
| ost sheep. The whole ninety and nine were left in the wilderness, to
care for thenmsel ves, exposed to dangers; yet the | one sheep, separated
fromthe flock, was in greater danger, and to secure the one, the
ninety and nine were left. p. 23, Para. 1, [170T].

Sonme of the church had no special anxiety to have Bro. ---- return
They cared not enough to unbend fromtheir dignity and pride to make
special efforts to help himto the light. They stood back on their
dignity, and said, "W will not go after him let himconme to us." It
was i npossible for himto do this, as he viewed the feelings of his
brethren toward him Had they regarded the | esson taught by Christ,
they woul d have been willing to yield their dignity and pride, and go
after the wandering ones. They woul d have wept over them prayed for
them inmplored themto be faithful to God, and the truth, and abide
with the church. But the feeling of many was: If he wants to go, |et
himgo. p. 23, Para. 2, [170T].

When the Lord sent his servants to do the work for these wanderers,
whi ch you ought to have done, you were even then unprepared to give up
your ideas, when you had evidence that the Lord was giving a nessage of
mercy to these poor stray sheep. You did not feel like |eaving the
ninety and nine, and searching after the lost sheep till you found it.
You did not do this. And when the sheep was found, and brought back to
the fold with rejoicing, did you rejoice? W tried to arouse you. W
tried to call you together as the shepherd called his neighbors and
friends, to have you rejoice with us. But you seened unwi |lling. You
felt that the sheep had done a great wong in leaving the fold, and
i nstead of rejoicing that he had returned, you were anxious to nake him
feel that he should be very sorry for |eaving, and shoul d cone back
just according to your ideas. And since the return of the | ost sheep
you have had a feeling of jealousy in regard to his return. You have
kept your eye out, watching to see if all was right. Sone have not felt
just satisfied, but have felt an unwillingness in their hearts to have



things just as they are. p. 24, Para. 1, [170T].

You are unacquai nted with yoursel ves. Sonme possess selfishness, which
|l eads to the narrowing up of their influence and efforts. There is nore
joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth, than over ninety and nine
just persons who need no repentance. p. 25, Para. 1, [170T].

Had the church been prepared to appreciate the work the Lord was doi ng
anong them they would since that ingathering have been grow ng
stronger and stronger. But instead of all throwi ng their whole sou
into the work, and feeling a special, sincere interest to do all in
their power to bring up the work where we left it, they acted very mnuch
as if the work did not concern them especially, but as though they were
only spectators--ready to distrust, and find fault if there was a
chance. p. 25, Para. 2, [170T].

I was shown the case of Bro. ----. He feels unhappy. He is
di ssatisfied with his brethren. His nind has been exercised for sone
time that it was his duty to carry the nessage. He is capable, as far
as his know edge of the truth is concerned. He has the ability, but he
| acks culture. He has not controlled hinself. It requires great w sdom
to deal with mnds. Bro. ---- is not qualified for this work. He
understands the theory, but has not educated hinmself in forbearance,
pati ence, gentleness, kindness, and true courteousness. |If things arise
whi ch do not neet his mind, he does not stop and consider whether it is
not wi sdomto take no notice of it, and let it pass for the present
until it shall be fully considered. He braces hinself at once for
battle. He is harsh, severe, denunciatory. He raises disturbance at
once, if things do not neet his mnd. p. 25, Para. 3, [170T].

He possesses in his organization the elenents of war rather than of
sweet peace and harnmony. He has not wisdomto give to all their portion
of nmeat in due season. "And of sonme have conpassion, nmaking a
di fference; and others save with fear, pulling themout of the fire,
hati ng even the garnent spotted by the flesh." This making a
difference, Bro. ---- has but little know edge of. He is rough in his
manners, and indiscreet in his dealing with souls. This disqualifies
himfor making a good, wi se, careful shepherd. A shepherd nust have
courage, fortitude, noble generosity, love, and tenderness, conbined.

p. 26, Para. 1, [170T].

He will be in danger of tearing down nore than he can build up. He has
not had all his powers in subjection to the will of God. He has not
been transforned by the renewing of his nmind. He is self-sufficient,
and does not rely wholly upon the grace of God. Hi s works are not
wrought in God. p. 26, Para. 2, [170T].

To be a shepherd is to occupy a very inportant, responsible position
It is a high and sacred work to feed the flock of God. Bro. ----, the
Lord does not regard you fit to be an overseer of his flock. Had you
been | earning the | esson of self-governnment in your religious
experience, and had you felt the necessity of elevating your nmind, and
purifying your heart by sanctification of the Spirit, and bringing al
your powers into subjection to the Spirit of God, seeking humlity and
nmeekness, you might now be in a position to do good, and to exert an
i nfluence which woul d be el evating and saving. p. 27, Para. 1, [170T].



Bro. and Sr. ----, you have a work to do for yourselves, which no one
can do for you. You are inclined to nurmur and conpl ain. You have
sonmething to do to subdue your natural feelings. Live for God
your sel ves, knowi ng that you have not to answer for the wong of
others. | saw, Bro. ----, that you would certainly be overcone hy
Satan, and nmake utter shipweck of faith unless you stop your fault-
finding, and seek pure and undefiled religion before God. You need to
be el evated in your thoughts and conversation. You need a thorough
conversion. p. 27, Para. 2, [170T].

Life and death is before you. You should solemly consider that you
are dealing with the great God. Renmenmber, God is not a child that can
be trifled with. You cannot serve God at will, and let it al one at
pl easure. Your innbst soul needs to be converted. p. 27, Para. 3,
[170T].

Al'l who, like you, ny brother, have failed to grow in the grace of

God, and perfect holiness in his name, will, in these days of peril and
trial, meet with great |oss. Their foundation will be in danger of
proving sliding sand instead of the Rock, Christ Jesus. p. 28, Para.

1, [170T1].

You nove by inpulse. You feel unreconciled with your brethren because
you are not sent out to preach the truth. You are not fit for this
trust. It would take the care of nore than one efficient preacher to
follow in your wake, to bind up the wounds and brui ses your harsh
deal i ng woul d make. God is not pleased with you, and | fear that you
will fail of everlasting life. p. 28, Para. 2, [170T].

You have not tinme to lose in making mghty efforts to rescue yourself
from Satan's snare. You need to learn of Jesus, who is nmeek and lowy
of heart, and then you will obtain rest. Ch! what a work you have to do
to perfect holiness in the fear of God, and be prepared for the society
of the pure and holy angels. You need to hunble your heart before God,
and seek neekness and ri ghteousness, that you may be hid in the day of
the Lord's fierce anger. p. 28, Para. 3, [170T].

Bro. ----, the Lord let his blessing rest upon you | ast spring; but
you did not see the relation which watchful ness and prayer sustain to a
progress in the divine life. You have neglected these duties, and the
result has been that darkness has enshrouded you. You have been in a
state of uncertainty and distrust. You have frequently chosen for your
soci ety those who are in darkness, those whom Satan uses to scatter
fromChrist. You could live anpbng the nobst corrupt, and renmin
unstained, unsullied, if God in his providence thus directed you. But
it is dangerous for those who wish to honor God to choose for their
conmpani ons those who fear not God, and be pleased and entertained with
their society. Satan is ever surrounding such, and great darkness is
around about them and if those who profess Christ go unbidden into
this darkness, they tenpt the Devil to tenpt them I|f God requires us
to go amd infernal spirits, where is the bl ackest darkness, in order
to do good and glorify his nane, he will encircle us with his angels
and keep us unsullied. But if we seek the conpany of sinners, and are
pl eased with their coarse jests, and are entertained and amused with
their stories, sports, and ribaldry, the pure and holy angels renove
their protection, and | eave us to the darkness we have chosen. p. 28,
Para. 4, [170T].



Bro. ----, | wish to alarmyou. | wish to arouse you to action. | wi sh
to entreat of you to seek God while he invites you to cone to himthat
you may have life. p. 29, Para. 1, [170T].

Watch, Pray, Work, are the Christian's watchwords. Satan is vigilant
in his efforts. His perseverance is untiring, his zeal earnest and
unabated. He does not wait for his prey to come to him he seeks for
it. To wench souls fromthe hand of Christ, is his detern ned purpose;
yet souls are asleep in their blindness--insane in their pursuits. God
is not in their thoughts. A vigilant foe is upon the track of the
Christian; yet he is in no danger while he nmakes God his trust. But
unl ess he puts his trust in God, his strength will be weakness, and he
will be overcome by Satan. p. 30, Para. 1, [170T].

Bro. ----, it is dangerous for you to yield to doubts. You nust not
permt yourself to go any farther in the direction in which you have
been going. You are in constant danger. Satan is on your track
suggesti ng doubts and causi ng unbelief. Had you stood clear in the
counsel of God, you could have had an influence for good over those who
| ove your society now. p. 30, Para. 2, [170T].

Poor Bro. ----; he felt the influence of the Spirit of God, but was
deficient in experience. He did not turn fully fromhis old habits and
custonms. There is no concord between Christ and Belial. Bro. ----
failed to make God his strength continually, and his feet have slipped.
You m ght have helped himif you had had hold from above, as you should
have had. But your course of inactivity, your manner of conversation
your influence, have strengthened himin his backsliding, and quieted
the voice of conscience within him Your course has not been a reproof
to himin his dowmward track. You could do good, were you living for
God. p. 30, Para. 3, [170rT].

Your strength is utter weakness; your wi sdomis foolishness; yet you
do not realize this. You have been too well satisfied with a theory--a
correct form of doctrine, but have not felt the necessity of the power
of God. You have neglected the spiritual part of religion. Your whole
bei ng should cry out for the Spirit of CGod--the life and power of
religion in the soul, which would lead to the crucifixion of self, and
firmtrust in your Redeener. p. 31, Para. 1, [170T1].

You are in terrible darkness, and unless you arise in the nane of God,
and break the fetters of Satan asunder, and assert your freedom you
wi |l make shipweck of the faith. p. 31, Para. 2, [170T1].

Not wi t hst andi ng your |ife has not been in accordance with the will of
God, your works and ways have been offensive to him yet such is his
great unwillingness to | eave you--such is his love toward you, that the
Maj esty of Heaven condescends to beg the privil ege of nmaking you a
visit, and leaving you his blessing. "Behold | stand at the door and
knock." The mansions in glory are his. His the joy of the heavenly
abode; yet he hunbles hinself to seek an entrance at the door of your
heart, that he nmay bless you with his light, and make you to rejoice in
his glory. H's work is to seek and save that which is | ost, and ready
to perish. He wishes to redeemfromsin, and death, as many as he can
that he may elevate themto his throne and give themeverlasting life.
p. 31, Para. 3, [170T].



Bro. ----, be entreated to arise and cast aside your doubts. What
makes you inclined to doubts? It is your life of departure from CGod.
Your |ife of unconsecration. Your jesting and joking. Your |ack of
sobriety is endangering your eternal interests. Christ is inviting you
to turn fromthese follies to him You are not growing in grace and in
the know edge of the truth. You are not an honor to the cause. You are
not becom ng el evated, but are sinking |lower and lower in the scale.
You are not forming a character for Heaven, and everlasting life. p.
32, Para. 1, [170OrT].

You are pleasing yourself, passing away tinme in frivolity which should
be spent with your famly, teaching your children the ways and works of
God. The hours that you spend in conpany that is doing you only harm
shoul d be devoted to prayer and the study of God's word. You should
feel that a responsibility is upon you, as head of your fanmly, to
bring up your children in the nurture and adnonition of the Lord. What
account will you render to God for msspent tinme? What influence are
you having over those who have not the fear of God before thenf? "Let
your light so shine before nen, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in Heaven." May God anoint your eyes that
you may see your peril. | feel deeply for you. My heart yearns over
you. | long to see you conming up to the high standard that it is your
privilege to attain. You can do good. Your influence, if exerted on the
right side, will tell. Bro. ----, your footsteps are in the dowward
path. "Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die." p. 32, Para. 2, [170T].

Pursue the course you are now traveling, much |onger, and you will
beconme infidel in regard to the truth--infidel in regard to the word of
God. Watch, and pray al ways. Dedicate yourself unreservedly to God, and
it will not be difficult then to serve God. You have a divided heart.
This is the reason that darkness, instead of light, encircles you. p.
33, Para. 1, [170T].

The | ast nessage of nercy is now going forth. It is a token of the

| ongsuffering and conpassi on of God. Conme, is the invitation now given.
Come, for all things are now ready. This is mercy's last call. Next
will come the vengeance of an offended God. p. 33, Para. 2, [170T].

Bro. ----, encourage sinplicity, love, forbearance, and sweet union
with your brethren. But do not, oh! do not, sell everlasting |ife so
cheaply. You will never know real happiness if you go fromthe truth.
You will be m serable indeed. Heaven is worth maki ng any and every

sacrifice for. Break the bands of Satan. Jesus is now inviting you.
W Il you listen to his voice? You nust take a higher stand than you
have hitherto done. Make the ki ngdom of Heaven, and the righteousness
of Christ, your first business. Live for God and Heaven, and the

eternal reward will be yours at the end of the race. p. 33, Para. 3,
[170T].

I was shown Bro. ---- ----. | was pointed back to |ast spring, in My,
when the Lord visited ----. Bro. ---- was not prepared to take stock in

that work. His mind and heart were el sewhere. He was contenpl ating
marriage. He could not listen to the invitation of Jesus, "Cone, for
all things are now ready." His contenplated marri age engrossed his
attention. He had no time or inclination to open the door of his heart
to the gracious Visitor. Had he done this, Christ would have given him



good counsel, which, if heeded, would have been of priceless value to
him He woul d have presented before himin its true |Iight his danger of
yielding to the dictates of a wayward inclination, and setting aside

t he deci sions of sober reason, and the glory of God. He woul d have
charged himto beware how he tread in the footsteps of those who have
fallen and been ruined. He did not consider that God had cl ai ns upon
him that he should make no nove wi thout consulting hi mwho had bought
him W are instructed that whatever we do, we should do all to his
glory. p. 34, Para. 1, [170T].

Did you, Bro. ----, as a disciple, a learner of Christ, go to himin
hunbl e, sincere prayer, and commit your ways to hinf? You failed to do
this. You did not investigate all your notives, and nove with
careful ness | est you should bring a reproach upon the cause of Christ,
your Redeener. You did not consider whether this nove woul d have the
best effect to increase your spiritual sensibility, quicken your zeal
and strengthen your efforts in self-denial and steadfastness in the
truth. You were ignorant of your own heart. The work of God was seen in
the church, but you had no | ongings for the divine Spirit. The things
of Heaven were insipid to you. You were infatuated by your new hopes of
uniting your interest with another. You did not consider that a
marriage alliance was to affect vitally your interest for life, short
though that |ife nust be. p. 35, Para. 1, [170T].

You should have felt that with your own evil heart to subdue, you
coul d not be brought in connection with an influence which would nmeke
it more difficult for you to overcone self, and make your path upward
to Heaven nore rugged. You have now made your religi ous progress
tenfold nore difficult than when you stood alone. It is true you were
I onely; for you had lost a precious jewel. But if you had counsel ed
with your brethren, and cormmitted your ways to the Lord, he woul d have
opened ways for you, that you could have connected yourself with one
who coul d have hel ped you instead of being a hindrance. p. 35, Para.
2, [170OT1].

If you will nowturn to the Lord with humlity with all your heart, he
will pity and help you. But you are just where you are shorn of your
strength, and are prepared to comprom se your faith and your all egiance
to God, to please your new wife. God pity you; for ruin is before you
unl ess you arouse like a true soldier of Christ, and engage anew in the
warfare for everlasting life. Your only safety is in keeping with your
brethren, obtaining all the strength you can fromthemto stand in the
truth. p. 36, Para. 1, [170T].

You are about to sacrifice the truth for the sake of peace and

happi ness here. You are selling your soul at a cheap market. It is now
your duty to do all you can to nmake your wi fe happy, and not sacrifice
the principles of truth. You shoul d exercise forbearance, patience, and
true courteousness. By thus doing, you can show the power of true
grace, and the influence of the truth. p. 36, Para. 2, [170T].

I was shown that the |ove of nbney is a snare to you. Money,
i ndependent of the opportunity it furnishes for doing good, blessing
t he needy, and advancing the cause of CGod, is really of but little
value. The little you possess is a snare to you. Unless you use your
talents of nmeans as a wise and faithful steward in the service of your
Master it will yield you little else but msery. p. 36, Para. 3,



[170T].

You are a close, penurious man. You need to cultivate a noble and
liberal spirit. Unless you separate your affections fromthe world, you
wi |l be overcome. The deceitfulness of riches will so corrupt your
soul, that the good will be overborne by evil. Selfishness and | ove of
gain will triunph. p. 37, Para. 1, [170T].

If you, ny dear brother, are saved, it will be indeed a nmiracle of
mercy. Your love of the world is increasing upon you. Carefully
consi der the words of Christ: "Thou shalt |love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mnd. This is
the first and great commandnent. And the second is like unto it, Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandnents hang al
the |l aw and the prophets.” p. 37, Para. 2, [170T].

My brother, you have not obeyed either the first or second
commandnents. You woul d reach out and advantage yoursel f although you
knew it would greatly di sadvantage your nei ghbor. You | ook to your own
selfish interest, and would say, Am| ny brother's keeper? p. 37,
Para. 3, [170T].

You are not |aying up your treasure in Heaven, and becoming rich
toward God. Self and selfish interest are eating out true godliness
fromyour soul. You are bowing to the [god] of this world. Your heart
is alienated from God. An inspired witer says, "The path of the just
is as the shining light, that shineth nore and nore unto the perfect
day." p. 38, Para. 1, [170T].

The steps of a Christian may appear at tines feeble and faltering, yet
in his conscious weakness he | eans upon the mghty One for support. He
is sustained, and is surely making progress onward and upward toward
perfection. He is gaining new victories daily, and com ng nearer and
nearer to the standard of perfect holiness. H s eye is not downward to
the earth, but upward, keeping in view the heavenly pattern. p. 38,
Para. 2, [170T].

Bro. ----, the glitter and tinsel of the corruptible things of the
earth, have eclipsed the charnms of Heaven, and have made eternal life
of but little value to you. | beg and entreat you, as a servant of

Christ, to awaken and see yourself as you are. p. 38, Para. 3, [170T].

The profits you will obtain in the course you are now pursuing, wll
be eternal loss. You will find you have nade a terrible nistake which
can never be renmedied. p. 38, Para. 4, [170T].

You can now face right about, heed the call of mercy, and |ive.
Rej oi ce that your probation has not ended--that you may now, by patient
conti nuance in well doing, seek for glory, honor, immortality, and

eternal life. Rejoice that she who has been your faithful conpanion for
years shall rise again--that nortality will be swallowed up of life.
Look forward to the norning of the resurrection, when she who shared
your joys and sorrows for nore than a score of years, will conme forth

fromher prison-house. WIIl you have her | ook for you, her conpanion
in vain? WIIl you be nmissing then, as her voice is raised in triunph
and victory--"0O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy

victory?" Ch! that day will bring honor to the saints. No shame, no



reproach, no suffering; but peace, joy, and imortal praise, upon every
redeened tongue. GCh! that God would speak to your heart, and inpress
upon your soul the value of eternal life. And may you be led, ny
brother, to ever possess a spirit of noble generosity, that you may

di scharge the duties of your stewardship with faithful ness, having your
eye single to the glory of God, that the Master nmay say to you, "Wl
done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
p. 38, Para. 5, [170T].

I was shown that sone are deceived in regard to thenselves. They | ook
to those who have nuch property, and feel that they are the only ones
who are in special danger of covetousness, and who have a | ove of the
world. This is not the case. Those who have nmeans are constantly in
danger, and are accountable for all the talents of neans which the
Master has entrusted to their care. But those who have little of this
world are frequently self-caring, and do not do that which is in their
power to do, and which God requires themto do. They have
opportunities, frequently, of doing good if they were | ess self-caring;
but they have so long cared for self, and studied self-interest, they
think there is no other way for themto do. p. 39, Para. 1, [170T].

I was shown that Bro. and Sr. ---- are in danger of having their
t houghts centered too nmuch upon thensel ves, especially is Sr. ---- at
fault here. She has al nost suprene |ove for herself. Sr. ----, you are

poorly prepared to stand am d the perils of the day of God. You do not
imtate the true pattern, Jesus. There was not one selfish act in his
whole life. You have a work to do for yourself which no one can do for
you. Divest yourself of selfishness, and learn the mnd and will of
God. Study to show yoursel f approved unto God. You are inpulsive. You
are naturally irritable and peevish. You work far beyond your strength.
There is no virtue in this. God does not require it. A selfish

di sposition is at the bottomof this. Your notives are not

prai seworthy. You shun responsibility and caretaking, and have felt
that you shoul d be considered, you should be favored. It is to be
regretted that you have been favored from your chil dhood. You have been
petted, and your will left unsubdued. Now you have the work to do at a
nor e advanced age whi ch shoul d have been done in your chil dhood. Your
husband has yielded to your wi shes, and indul ged your whins, to your
injury. p. 40, Para. 1, [170T].

Sel fishness nmust die. It nmanifests itself in a variety of ways,
according to circunstances, and the peculiar organization of

i ndi viduals. If you had children, and your mnd was conpelled to be
called away fromyourself to care for them it would be nore to your
advant age. You have called forth in your hone the attention and
forbearance which is required to be exercised toward children. To care
for others, to seek to advantage them you have not thought was any
part of your duty. But you require it, and will have it. You are
willful, and very set to carry out your own plans. Wen everything is
snmooth in your pathway, you manifest the fruits we expect to see in a
Christian; but when your path is crossed, you nmanifest fruits that are
not to be found upon a good tree. You have a regular perverse, wllful
time, like a spoiled child which deserved chasti senent. Wen two
conpose a famly, as in your case, and there are no children to cal
into exercise forbearance and patience, and true love, there is
necessity for constant watchful ness | est selfishness obtain the
supremacy, |est yourselves becone a center, and you require attention



care and interest, which you feel under no obligation to bestow The
care of children in a family makes it necessary for the culture of mnd
and heart in connection with the ordinary cares of donestic life, that
a large portion of the tine be spent at home. p. 41, Para. 1, [170T].

You negl ect to keep your heart, and neglect to use the means God has
given you with which to do good. Your influence could benefit, did you
feel that anything was required of you toward those who need hel p, who
need encouragenent and strength. You have so |ong studied your
pl easure, that you are disqualified to benefit those around you. You
need to discipline yourself. Take tinme for self-exam nation to bring
all your powers in subjection to the mnd and will of God. You need
secret discipline of your affections which is so inportant in order
that even the thoughts may be brought into subjection. You are shut up
to self. It is the privilege of every true Christian to exert an
i nfluence for good upon the character of every one with whom he
associates. p. 42, Para. 1, [170T1].

You, my sister, will be rewarded according as your works have been
Closely investigate your notives, and candidly deci de whether you are
rich in good works. | was pointed back to I ast spring, when the Lord
was doing a good work in ---- and vicinity. The angels of nmercy were
hovering over his people, and hearts which knew not God and the truth
were deeply stirred. God would have carried forward the work he so
graci ously commenced, had the brethren been in working order. You had
so |l ong consulted your wi shes, and had everything bend to your
conveni ence, that the possibility that you m ght be inconveni enced, |ed
you to close the door which you m ght have opened to advance the cause.
p. 42, Para. 2, [170T].

You acted your part, and sone others felt a drawback, fearing the
expense, and calculating that they would lose tinme in attending
meetings if the effort should be nmade. Christian zeal was |lacking. A
world was before us Iying in w ckedness, exposed to the wath of God,
and poor souls were held by the prince of darkness, and yet those who
ought to be awake and engaged in the npst noble object in the universe,
t he sal vation of perishing souls, had not interest enough to call into
action every nmeans they could enploy, to hedge up the path to
destruction, and to turn their footsteps into the path of life. The
enterprise of eternal |ife should engage the deepest interest of every
Christian. To be a co-worker with Christ and the heavenly angels in the
great plan of salvation! What work can bear any conparison with this?
From every soul saved, there cones to God a revenue of glory, to be
refl ected back upon the one saved, and al so upon the one instrunenta
in his salvation. There is a noisy zeal wthout aimor purpose, which
is not according to knowl edge, which is blind in its operations and
destructive in its results. This is not Christian zeal. Christian zea
which is controlled by principle is not spasnodic. It is earnest, deep
and strong, engagi ng the whole soul, awakening to exercise the noral
sensibilities. The salvation of souls and the interests of the kingdom
of God are matters of the highest inportance. What earthly object is
there that would nake it nore reasonable to be in earnest than the
sal vation of souls and the glory of God? There are considerations here
whi ch cannot be lightly regarded. They are as weighty as eternity.

Et ernal destinies are a stake. Men and wonen are deciding for weal or
woe. Christian zeal will not exhaust itself in talk, but will feel and
act with vigor and efficiency. Yet Christian zeal will not act for the



sake of being seen. Humlity will characterize every effort, and

hunbl eness will be seen in every work. Christian zeal will lead to
earnest prayer and humiliation, and to faithfulness in hone duties. In
the famly circle will be seen the gentleness and | ove, benevol ence and
conpassi on, which are ever the fruits of Christian zeal. p. 43, Para.
1, [170T1].

I was shown that you nust neke an advance nove. Your treasure in
Heaven, Sr. toward God. May the Lord open your eyes to see, and meke
your heart feel, and you manifest, Christian zeal. Oh, how few feel the
worth of souls! How few would sacrifice, to bring souls to the
know edge of Christ! There is much tal king, nuch professed | ove for
perishing souls. Talk is cheap stuff. It is earnest Christian zeal to
act that is wanted. It is zeal to be manifested by doi ng sonething, by
engaging in the work. Every one nust now work for him and herself, and
when they have Jesus in their hearts, they will confess himto others.
You could no nore hinder a soul fromconfessing Christ, who had himto
confess, than you could stop the waters of Niagara fromfl ow ng over
the falls. p. 45, Para. 1, [170T].

I was shown that Bro. ---- ---- is buried up in the rubbish of the
worl d. He cannot afford tinme to serve God. He cannot afford time to
earnestly study and pray to know what the Lord would have himdo. His
talent is buried in the earth. The cares of this Iife have swal | owed up
eternal considerations with him The ki ngdom of God and the
ri ght eousness of Christ are secondary with him He |oves business, but
I saw, that unless he changed his course, the hand of God woul d be
against him He may gather, but God will scatter. He could do good. p
, is not large. You are not rich, Para. 1, [170T].

But many have the idea, that if their life is a working, business
life, that they can do nothing for the salvation of souls, and to
advance the cause of their Redeener. They say they cannot do things by
hal ves, and therefore turn fromreligious duties, and religious
exercises, and bury up in the world. They meke their business primary,
and forget God. And God is displeased with them Any who are engaged in
busi ness where they cannot advance in the divine life, and perfect
holiness in the fear of God, should change to a business in which they
can have Jesus with themevery hour. Bro. ----, you are not honoring
your profession. Your zeal is a worldly zeal, and your interest is a
worldly interest. p. 46, Para. 1, [170T].

You are dying spiritually. You understand not your perilous condition.
The love of the world is swallowi ng up your religion. You nust awake.
You nmust seek God. You nust repent of your backslidings. In contrition
take words and return to the Lord. Your religious duties have becone
merely a form You have not religious enjoynent; for this enjoynent is

dependent upon willing obedience. The willing and obedi ent shall eat
the good of the |land. You do not possess a bright evidence that you
will dwell with God in his kingdom You occasionally engage in the

outward performance of religious duties, but your heart does not engage
in the exercise. You occasionally drop a word of warning to sinners,
and in favor of the truth; but it is a reluctant service, as though
rendered to a task-master, instead of the cheerful service of filial
affection. If your heart is aglow with Christian zeal, the nobst arduous
duties will be pleasant and easy. p. 46, Para. 2, [170T].



Why the Christian life is so difficult to many is because they have a
di vi ded heart. They are doubl e-m nded, which makes them unstable in al
their ways. Were they richly inbued with Christian zeal, which is ever
the result of consecration to God, instead of the mournful cry, "My
| eanness! mny | eanness!" the | anguage of the soul would be, "Hear what
the Lord has done for ne." p. 47, Para. 1, [170T1].

In the course you have been pursuing, howlimted will be the good you
have acconplished, even if you are saved, which is very doubtful. Not a
soul will be saved by your instrunentality. WII the Master say to you,

"Wel|l done, good and faithful servant"? What have you been doing
faithfully? Hard work in the business and cares of this life. WII this
bring fromthe Iips of Christ, the gracious words, "Wl | done, good and
faithful servant"? p. 47, Para. 2, [170T].

My brother, Jesus |loves you, and invites you to face right about, and
take your eyes fromthe earth, and fix them upon the mark of the prize
of your high calling, which is Christ Jesus. Cease |ightness and
trifling. Let a solemm weight of the tinme in which we |ive be borne by
you till the war is over. p. 47, Para. 3, [170T].

You should go to work. Your influence, if consecrated to God, wll
tell. p. 48, Para. 1, [170T].

The famly of Bro. ---- are, nost of them in the dowward road. ----
lives an aimess |ife. She is full of folly, vanity, and pride. Her

i nfluence does not tend to ennoble, does not |ead to goodness and
hol i ness. She does not like the restraint religion inmposes; therefore

she will not yield her heart to its sacred sway. She |oves self, she
| oves pl easure, and is seeking for her own enjoynment. Sad, sad indeed
will be the result unless she now turns square about, and seeks for

true genui ne godliness. She m ght exert an influence over her brothers
whi ch woul d be softening, ennobling and elevating in its tendency. God
| oves these children; but they are not Christians. They can becone
children of the light, and be nissionaries in their own famly, and
anong their associates. They could be workers for God, if they would
try to live hunble Christians. p. 48, Para. 2, [170T].

If the youth could only see how nuch good it is their power to
acconplish, if they would make God their strength and wi sdom they
woul d no | onger pursue a course of careless indifference toward God;
they would be no | onger swayed by the influence of those who are
unconsecrated. Instead of feeling that an individual responsibility
rests upon them to put forth efforts to do others good, and | ead them
to righteousness and holiness, they give thenselves up to their own
anusenent. They are usel ess nenbers of society, and their lives are
aimess as the butterfly's. p. 48, Para. 3, [170T].

The youth may have knowl edge of the truth, and believe it, but not
live it. They possess a dead faith. Their hearts are not reached so as
to affect the conduct and character in the sight of God, and they are
no nearer to doing his will than the unbeliever. Their hearts do not
conformto the will of God. They are at enmity with God. p. 49, Para.
1, [170T1].

Those who are devoted to anusenents; who | ove the society of those who
| ove pl easure, have an aversion to religious exercises. WIIl the Master



say to these youth who profess his nane, "Well done, good and faithfu
servant," unless they are good and faithful? p. 49, Para. 2, [170T].

The young are in great danger. Mich evil results fromtheir |ight and
trifling reading. Much tinme is lost which should be spent in usefu

enpl oynent. Sonme woul d even deprive thensel ves of sleep that they m ght
finish some ridiculous love story. The world is flooded with novels of
every description. Sonme are not of as dangerous a character as others.
Some are immoral, |low, and vulgar; others are clothed with nore
refinement; but all are pernicious in their influence. Oh! that the
young woul d reflect upon the influence the exciting story-readi ng has
upon the mnd. p. 49, Para. 3, [170T].

Can you, after such reading, open the word of God and read the words
of life with interest? Do you not find the word of God uninteresting?
The charm of that love story is upon the nmind, destroying its healthy
tone, and nmaking it inpossible for you to fix your mind upon the
i mportant, solemm truths which concern your eternal interest. You have
si nned agai nst your parents in devoting to such a poor purpose the tine
whi ch bel onged to them You sin against God in using the tinme thus,
whi ch shoul d be spent in devotion to him It is the duty of the youth
to encourage sobriety. Lightness, jesting, and joking, can only be
i ndul ged at the expense of barrenness of soul, and the | oss of the
favor of God. p. 50, Para. 1, [170T].

Many of you think you do not exert a bad influence upon others, and
thus feel in a nmeasure satisfied; but do you exert an influence for
good? Do you seek in your conversation and acts to |ead others to
Christ? or, if they profess Christ, lead themto a closer walk with
hinf p. 50, Para. 2, [170T].

The young should cultivate a spirit of devotion, and piety. They
cannot glorify God unless they aimconstantly to the fullness of the
stature of Christ--a perfect person in Christ Jesus. Let the Christian
graces be and abound in you. G ve to your Saviour the best and holiest
affection. Render entire obedience to his will. He will accept of
not hi ng short of this. Be not noved from your steadfastness by the
jeers and scoffs of those whose m nds are given to vanity. Follow your
Savi our through good report and evil report. And count it all joy, and
a sacred honor, to bear the cross of Christ. Jesus |oves you. He died
for you. Unless you seek to serve himw th your undivided affections,
you will fail to perfect holiness in his fear, and you will be
conpelled to hear at last the fearful words, Depart. p. 50, Para. 3,
[170T].

The case of Bro. ---- is fearful. This world is his god. He worships
nmoney. He has not heeded the warning given himyears ago, and overcone
his I ove of the world while in the exercise of all his faculties. The
dol l ars he has accunul ated since, have been |ike so nmany cords
entangling his soul, and binding himto the world. As he has gained in
property, the nore greedy he has been for gain. p. 51, Para. 1,
[170T].

Al'l the powers of his being are devoted to the one object, securing
nmoney. This has been the burden of his thoughts, the anxiety of his
life. He has turned all the powers of his being in this one direction
until he is a worshiper of mammon to all intents and purposes. Upon



this subject he is insane. His exanple before his famly is |eading
themto think the possession of property is to be valued before Heaven
and imortality. He is sacrificing his eternal interest for treasures
upon the earth. He has for years been educating his nmnd to acquire
property. He believes the truth--he |oves the principles of truth, and
| oves to see others prospering in the truth, but he has nmade hinself so
thoroughly a slave to mammon, that he feels bound to serve this master

as long as he shall live. The longer he lives, the nore devoted will he
beconme to his love of getting gain, unless he tears his soul away from
this terrible God, noney. it will be like tearing out his vitals, but

it must be done if he val ues Heaven. p. 51, Para. 2, [170T].

He needs the censure of none, but the pity of all. Hs |ife has been a
terrible mstake. He has suffered i magi nary pecuniary want, while
surrounded with plenty. Satan has taken possession of his mnd, and
excited his organ of acquisitiveness, and nmade hi minsane upon this
subj ect. The hi gher, nobler powers of his being have been brought very
much into subjection to the close, selfish propensity of
acqui sitiveness. His only hope is in overcom ng this propensity, and
breaki ng the bands of Satan. He has tried to do this, by doing
somet hing after his conscience had been w ought upon; but this is not
sufficient. This nerely making a m ghty effort and parting with a
little of his mamon, and feeling all the time that he is parting with
his soul, is not the fruit of true religion. He nust train his mnd to
good works. He nust brace against his propensity to acquire. He nust
weave into all his life good works. He must cultivate a | ove of doing
good, and get above the little, penurious spirit which he has fostered.
p. 52, Para. 1, [170T].

In trading with the nerchants at ----, Bro. and Sr. ---- do not take a
course which is pleasing to God. They will dicker to get things as
cheap as they possibly can, and linger over a few pennies difference
and talk in regard to it as though noney was their all-- their God. If
they could only be brought back, unobserved, to hear the remarks that
are made after they |eave, they would get a clearer idea of the
i nfluence of penuriousness. Qur faith is brought into disrepute, and
God is blasphened, by sone, on account of this close, selfish dealing.
Angels turn fromthis close, penny deal, in disgust. Everything in
Heaven is noble and elevated. Al are seeking the interest and
happi ness of others. No nmind is devoted to | ooking out and caring for
self. It is the chief joy of all holy beings to witness the joy and
happi ness of those around them p. 53, Para. 1, [170T].

When these angels conme to minister to those who shall be heirs of

sal vation and wi tness the exhibition of selfishness, of covetousness,

of overreaching, and benefiting self at others' disadvantage, they turn
away in grief. When they see those who claimto be heirs to an imorta
i nheritance so penurious in dealing with those who do not profess any
hi gher anbition than to be laying up treasures on earth, they turn away
in shame, for holy truth is reproached. p. 53, Para. 2, [170T1].

There could be no way in which the Lord woul d be better glorified, and
the truth honored, than for unbelievers to see that truth had wrought a
great and good work upon the lives of naturally covetous and penurious
men. p. 54, Para. 1, [170T].

If they could see that the faith was having an influence to nould



their characters, changing themfrom close, selfish, overreaching,
nmoney- | oving nen, to nen who | ove to do good, who are seeking
opportunities to bl ess those who need to be blessed with their neans,

t hey woul d have evidence that their religion was genuine by visiting
the widow and fatherless in their affliction, and by keeping thensel ves
unspotted fromthe world. Such would let their light so shine that

ot hers seeing their good works would be led to glorify our Father which
is in Heaven. This fruit would be unto holiness, and they woul d be
living representatives of Christ upon the earth. Sinners would be
convicted that there is a power in the truth to which they are
strangers. Those who profess to be waiting and watching for the
appearing of their Lord should not disgrace this profession by
bantering in deal, and standing for the | ast penny. Such fruit does not
grow upon the Christian tree. p. 54, Para. 2, [170T1].

Bro. ----, the Lord is not willing you should perish, but rather that
you shoul d take hold of his strength, and nake peace with himby a
conformty of your will to the will of the Divine. If a faithfu

pi cture of your course in noney-getting could be presented before you,
you woul d be terrified. You would be disgusted with your cl oseness,
your penuriousness, your |ove of noney. You would nmake it the effort of
your life to obtain the transform ng grace of God, which woul d make you
a new nman. The nmeans which cane to you fromrelatives was a curse to
you. It only increased your noney-loving propensity, and was an

addi tional weight to sink you to perdition with your god. p. 55, Para.
1, [170T1].

"The | ove of nmoney is the root of all evil." Wen nmen enpl oy the
powers that God has given themto obtain riches, and can be content
with the pleasures of adding to wealth which they can never use, and
which will prove a danmage to their children, they abuse the powers
whi ch God has given them They show that their characters have been
made sordid by the absorbing pursuit of gain. Instead of realizing
happi ness, they are m serable. They have shut up their souls to the
wants of the needy, and have given evidence that they had no bowel s of
mercy and conpassion for the suffering. p. 55, Para. 2, [170T].

Bro. ----, your heart is not callous to the wants and necessities of
ot hers. You have generous inpul ses, and you | ove to accommopdate. You
will frequently do a kind act for a brother or a neighbor readily, but

you make nmoney your god, and are in danger of valuing Heaven | ess than
you val ue your noney. |In noney-getting there is always danger, unless
the grace of God is the ruling principle of the soul. Wen Christians
are controlled by the principles of Heaven, they will dispense with one
hand, while the other gains. This is the only rational and healthy
position a Christian can occupy while having, and still making, noney.
We woul d ask Bro. ----, what are you going to do with your noney? You
are God's steward. You possess talents of means, and can with them do
much good. You can deposit in the bank of Heaven by being rich in good
works. Bless others with your life. "Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where noth and rust doth corrupt, and where

t hi eves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in
Heaven, where neither nmoth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do
not break through, nor steal: for where your treasure is, there wll
your heart be also.” p. 55, Para. 3, [170T].

In laying up treasures in Heaven, renmenber it is not lost. It is for



yourselves. It is securing these treasures to yourselves by a judicious
use of the means of which Heaven has made you a steward. Charge them
that are rich in this world, that they be not highm nded, nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly al

things to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in good works,
ready to distribute, willing to communicate; laying up in store for

t hensel ves a good foundation against the tine to come, that they may
lay hold on eternal life. p. 56, Para. 1, [170T].

There is danger, Bro. ----, of your life being lost, your gifts,
best owed by God, being surrendered to the Devil, and you | ed captive by
himat his will. Can you bear the thought? Can you for this short life

choose to serve self, and | ove your noney, and then part with it all
and have no title to Heaven, no right to the |ife which is eternal? You
have a great work, a mighty struggle before you, to separate your
affections fromthis earth's treasure. \Where you treasure is, there

wi |l your heart be also. Watch, pray, and work, are the Christian's

wat chwords. Arouse yourself, | inplore you. Seek for those things which
are enduring. The things of this earth nust soon pass away. Are you
ready to exchange worlds? Are you form ng a character for everlasting

life? If lost at last, you will know what proved your ruin,--the |ove
of nmoney. You will cry in bitter anguish: Ch! the deceitful ness of
riches! | have lost nmy soul. | sold it for noney. My soul and body I
bartered for gain. | sacrificed Heaven, fearing that | should have to
sacrifice ny noney to obtain it. Fromthe Master will be heard. Take ye

the unprofitable servant, bind himhand and foot, and cast himinto
outer darkness. p. 57, Para. 1, [170T].

We hope this will not be your fate. We hope you will transfer your
af fections, and renobve your treasure to Heaven, and fasten your
af fecti ons upon God and the immortal treasure. p. 58, Para. 1, [170T].

I have seen that the entire famly were in danger of partaking, in a
degree, of the father's spirit. Sr. ----, you have already partaken of
this spirit. God help you to see it, and nake an entire change.
Cultivate a |love of doing good. Seek to be rich in good works. You can
do, in many things, nore than you do. You have an i ndividua
responsibility before God. You have a duty to do, from which you cannot
be excused. Maintain a close walk with God. Pray wi thout ceasing. You
will have close work if you save your soul. p. 58, Para. 2, [170T].

Seek to have a counteracting influence in your fam|ly. Take your stand
nobly for God. Your organization is unlike your husband's, and you will
be condemmed of God unless you act for yourself. Make diligent work in
savi ng your own soul, and in exerting an influence to save your fanily.
Let your exanple show that your treasure is in Heaven--that you have

invested all in a better honme and a better life, which are eternal
Train your mnd to value heavenly things, to be elevated, to | ove God,
and to manifest a willing obedience to his will. p. 58, Para. 3
[170T].

You may be tested; you may be proved to see how deep and strong is
your affection for the things of this world. You may be nmade to
understand, my sister, a page of your heart with which you are now
unacquai nted. p. 59, Para. 1, [170T].

God knows your trials, as you view the state of your husband and



children, who so greatly lack saving faith. Miuch nore depends upon you
than you realize. You should put the arnor on. Spend not your precious
strength in exhausting |abor which another can do. Encourage your
daughter to engage in useful enploynent, and to aid you in bearing the
burdens of |ife. She needs discipline. Her mind is vain. She needs to
render all to God, then she can be useful and please her Redeener. p.
59, Para. 2, [170T].

Sr. ----, work less, and pray and neditate nore. Eternal interests
shoul d be primary with you. God forbid that your children should be
noul ded i nto noney-lovers. p. 59, Para. 3, [170T].

True refinenent, and gentl eness of manners, can never be found in a
home where sel fishness reigns. The truly refined al ways have brains and
hearts, always have consideration for others. True refinenent does not
find satisfaction in the adornnent and di splay of the body. True
refinement and nobility of soul, will be seen in efforts to bl ess
ot hers, being useful to others, seeking to elevate others. p. 59,

Para. 4, [170T1].

The wei ght of eternal things rests very lightly upon your children.
May God arouse them before it shall be too late, and they exclaimin
angui sh, "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not
saved." p. 60, Para. 1, [170T].

Bro. ---- ----, | was shown your case. You occupy a responsible
position. You are entrusted with talents of noney, and tal ents of

i nfluence. To every man there is given a work. Sonething to do, not
merely to engage his brain, bone and muscle in common | abor; it means
nore than this. You are acquainted with this work froma worldly point
of view, and have sone experience in the work in a religious capacity.
But for a few years past you have been losing tine, and now you w ||
have to work fast to redeemthe past. To possess talents is not enough;
you nust turn these talents to advantage; not nerely for yourself, but
for Hhmwho bestowed them AlIl that you have is a |loan fromyour Lord.
He will require it again at your hand with interest. p. 60, Para. 2,
[170T].

Christ has a right to your services. You are not your own servant, to
serve your own interest, but the interest of himwho has enpl oyed you.
As a professed Christian, your relation to God brings you under
obligations as his servant. You have becone his servant by grace. It is
not your own property entrusted to you for investnment. Had it been so,
you nmight have consulted your own pleasure in regard to its use. The
capital is the Lord's, and you are responsible for its use or abuse.
There are ways and nmeans in which this capital can be invested--put out
to the exchangers, where it shall be earning the Lord sonething. If it
is allowed to be buried in the earth, the Lord is not benefited, and
you will not be benefited; but will lose all that you had entrusted to
you. p. 60, Para. 3, [170T].

May God help you, mny brother, to realize your true position as God's
hired servant. He has paid the wages of his own blood and suffering to
secure your willing servitude and engage your ready obedi ence. p. 61
Para. 1, [170T].

During the trials of the few past years, you have suffered in mnd,



and have felt it a relief to turn your attention nore fully to the
things of the world, to the work of acquiring. God, in his great |ove
and nercy to you, has gathered you again to his fold. Now, new duties
and responsibilities are laid upon you. You have a strong love for this
worl d. You have been |l aying up treasures upon the earth. Now, Jesus
invites you to transfer your treasure to Heaven; for where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also. In all your deal with your
brethren, and with unbelievers, guard yourself. Be true to your

prof essi on, and naintain true nobl eness of soul, which shall be a
credit to the truth which you profess. p. 61, Para. 2, [170T].

You occupy a position where others are |ooking to you. You possess
nore than ordinary intellect. Your perception is quick, and you are a
man that feels deeply. Some of your brethren have not noved in w sdom
They have watched you, and have felt over your case, and have wi shed to
see you nore liberal with your neans. They have made thensel ves unhappy
over your case. This is all needless in them These very ones |ack nmany
things. And if they are faithful in the hunble service the Master has

required of them they will have all that they can do. They cannot
afford to waste their tine in anxiously fearing their neighbor, who has
a larger work entrusted to him wll not do his work well. Wile so

interested in the case of another, their own work is neglected, and
they are really slothful servants. They were anxious to do their

nei ghbor's work, instead of that conmitted to thenselves to do. p. 62,
Para. 1, [170T1].

They think that if they only had the five talents to handl e, they
could do so nuch better than the one to whom those talents were
entrusted. But the Master knew better than they. None need mourn that
they cannot glorify God by talents he never gave them and for which
they are not responsible. They need not say, if | were in another's
position in life, | would have done a great anmpunt of good with ny
capital. God requires no nore of themthan to i nprove upon what they
have, as stewards of his grace. p. 62, Para. 2, [170T].

The one talent, the hunbl est service, if wholly consecrated, and
exercised to pronote the glory of God, will be acceptable as the

i mprovenents of the weightiest talents. The varied trusts are
proportioned to our varied capabilities. To every man is given
according to his ability. None should overl ook their work, considering
it as so small that they need not be particular to do it well. If they
do this, they trifle with their noral responsibilities, and despise the
day of small things. Heaven apportioned themtheir work, and it should

be their ambition to do this work well, according to their
capabilities. God requires that all, the lowiest, as well as the
strongest, fulfill their appointed work. The interest expected will be

in proportion to the amount entrusted. p. 63, Para. 1, [170T].

Each should diligently and interestedly attend to his own work, and

| eave others to their own Master, to stand or fall. There are too many
busybodies in ----, too many interested in watching their brethren, and
for this reason they are constantly weak. They will bear testinony in

neeting, and because they have not Jesus in their hearts to confess,
they will try to inpress upon their brethren their duty. These poor
soul s do not know their own duty, and yet they take the responsibility
to enlighten others in regard to their duty. If such would attend to
their own work, and obtain the grace of God in their hearts, there



woul d be a power in the church which is now | acking. p. 63, Para. 2
[170T].

Bro. ----, you can do good. You possess good judgnent, and God is

| eadi ng you out of darkness into the light. Use your talents to the
glory of God. Put themout to the exchangers, that when the Mster
coneth he may receive his own with usury. Break your tendrils fromthe
val uel ess things of earth, and elevate themto entw ne about God. The
sal vation of souls is of greater consideration than the whole world.
One soul saved, to live through the endl ess ages of eternity, to praise
God and the Lanmb, is of nore value than millions of nmoney. Wealth sinks
into insignificance when conpared with the worth of souls for whom
Christ died. You are a cautious man, and will not nobve rashly.
Sacrifice for the truth of God, and become rich toward God. God hel p
you to nmove as fast as you should, and place the right estimte upon
eternal things. p. 64, Para. 1, [170T].

Your children need a deeper work. They need to encourage sobriety and
solidity of character. They can, if they are consecrated to God, do
good, and exert an influence which will be saving upon their
conpani ons. p. 64, Para. 2, [170T].

And | et not the poor feel that there is nothing that they can do,
because they have not the wealth of their brethren. They can sacrifice
in many ways. They can deny self. They can live devotedly. And in their
words and acts they can honor their Redeener. The sisters, especially,
can exert a strong influence, if they will cease their gossiping, and
devote their tine to watchful ness and prayer. They can honor CGod. They
can let their light so shine, that others by seeing their good works
will be led to glorify our Father which is in Heaven. p. 64, Para. 3,
[170T].

As an illustration of the failure on your part to cone up to the work
of God, as was your privilege, | was referred to these words: "Curse ye
Mer oz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants
t her eof ; because they canme not to the help of the Lord, to the help of
the Lord against the mghty." What had Meroz done? Nothing. And this
was their sin. They came not up to the help of the Lord against the
m ghty. p. 65, Para. 1, [170T].

Epi stl e Nunber One. p. 65, Para. 2, [170T].

Dear Sr. ----: In the vision given ne |ast June, | was shown that you
had firmess, and rather a determ ned will. Your disposition savors
somewhat of stubbornness. You are unwilling to be led, yet you fee

anxi ous to know and do the will of God. p. 65, Para. 3, [170T].

You have been deceived in yourself. You have not understood your own
heart. You have thought that your will was in subjection to the will of
God, but in this you have not judged aright. You have nmet with trials,
and have permitted your mind to dwell upon di sappoi nted hopes. p. 65,
Para. 4, [170T1].

Your life, for sonme years back, has taken a peculiar turn. There has
seemed to be a spirit of unrest with you. You have not been happy,

al t hough there has been nothing in your surroundi ngs which need to have
cast so dark a shadow. You have not disciplined your mnd to dwell upon



cheerful subjects. p. 66, Para. 1, [170T].

You are capable of exerting a strong influence in favor of truth, if
you will only train your mnd to run in the right channel. Al your
words and acts should be such as to honor your Redeener, and exalt his
| ove, and magnify his charms. p. 66, Para. 2, [170T].

You have fallen into the sad error which is so prevalent in this
degenerate age, especially with females. You are too fond of the other
sex. You love their society. Your attention to themis flattering, and
you encourage, or permt, a famliarity which does not always accord
with the exhortation of the apostle, to "abstain fromall appearance of
evil." p. 66, Para. 3, [170T1].

You do not really understand yourself. You are wal king in darkness.
You have had sonething to do with match-nmeking. This is npbst uncertain
busi ness; for you do not know the heart, and may make very bad work,
and may be aiding the great Rebel in his work of match-nmaking. He is
busily engaged in exerting his influence to | ead youth, who are wholly
unsuited to each other, to unite their interests. He exults to this
work, for by it he can produce nore m sery and hopel ess woe to the
human famly than by exercising his skill in any other direction. p
66, Para. 4, [170T].

You have witten nmany letters, which has greatly taxed you. These

| etters have dwelt sonewhat upon the subjects of our faith and hope,

but m xed with this have been close inquiries in regard to whether this
one or that one was about to marry, making suggestions relative to
marri age, guessing that this one or that one was about to marry. You
seem to know consi derabl e about anticipated nmarriages, and wite and

tal k upon these things, which only causes dearth to your soul. "OQut of
t he abundance of the heart the nouth speaketh." p. 67, Para. 1,
[170T].

You have done great injustice to yourself, in permtting your mnd and
conversation to dwell upon |love and nmarriage as you have. You have not
been happy, because you have been seeking after happi ness. This is not
profitabl e busi ness. Wen you seek earnestly to do your duty, and
arouse yourself to minister unto others, then will you find rest of
spirit. Your mnd dwells upon yourself. It needs to be drawn out away
fromyourself. By seeking to lighten the cares of others, and in making
t hem happy, you will find happi ness, and cheerful ness of Spirit. p.

67, Para. 2, [170T].

You have a di seased imagi nati on. You have thought yourself diseased to
quite a degree, which has been nore imaginary than real. You have been
untrue to yourself. You have conversed with young nen, and permitted
freedomin your presence which should only be permitted in a brother
p. 67, Para. 3, [170T].

I was shown that your influence at ---- was not what it nmight have
been. You permitted your mind to take a low level. You could chit chat,
and | augh, and talk cheap talk unworthy of a Christian. Your deportnent
was not as it should have been. You appeared |like a person without a
backbone. You were half reclining upon others, which is a wong
position for a female to occupy in the presence of others. You could
have sat as erect as others, if you had only thought so. You could have



wal ked as well as many others, if you had only thought so. The
condition of your mind |eads to indolence and to a dread of exercise,
when this exercise will prove one of the greatest neans of your
recovery. You will never recover unless you lay aside this listless,
dreany condition of mnd, and arouse yourself to do --work while the
day lasts. Do, as well as inmmgine and plan. Turn your mind away from
romantic projects. You mngle with your religion a romantic, |ove-sick
sentinmentali sm which does not elevate, but only lowers. It is not your
mnd alone that is affected, but others are injured by your exanple and
i nfluence. p. 67, Para. 4, [170T].

You are naturally devotional. If you would train your m nd to dwel
upon el evated thenmes which have nothing to do with yourself, but are of
a heavenly nature, you could yet be of use. But nuch of your life has
been wasted in dreanmi ng of doing sone great work in the future, while
the present duty, small though it nmmy appear to you, has been

negl ected. You have been unfaithful. The Lord will not conmit to your
trust any larger work until the work now before you has been seen and
performed with a ready, cheerful will. Unless the heart is put into the

work, it will drag heavily, whatever that work may be. The Lord tests
our ability by giving us small duties to performfirst. If we turn from

these with dissatisfaction and murmuring, no nore will be entrusted to
us until we take right hold cheerfully of these small duties, and do
them wel | ; then, higher and greater responsibilities will be committed

to us. p. 68, Para. 1, [170T].

You have been entrusted with talents not to be squandered, but to be
put out to the exchangers, that at the Master's coming he may receive
his own with usury. God has not distributed these talents
i ndi scrimnately. He has di spensed these sacred trusts according to the
known powers and capacities of his servants. "To every man his work."

p. 69, Para. 1, [170T].

He gives inpartially, and he expects a corresponding return. If all do
their duty according to the measure of their responsibility, the anmpunt
entrusted to themwi ||l be doubled, be it large or snmall. Their fidelity
is tested and proved, and their faithfulness is positive evidence of
their wi se stewardship, and they can be entrusted with the true riches,
even the gift of everlasting life. p. 69, Para. 2, [170T].

At the N. Y. Conference, Cct. 1868, | was shown nmany who are now doi ng
not hi ng, who m ght be acconplishing good. There was presented before ne
a class who are conscious that they are possessed of generous inpul ses,
and devotional feelings, and a |ove of doing good, yet at the sane tine
are doi ng nothing. They possess a self-conplacent feeling, flattering
thensel ves that if they had an opportunity, or were circunstanced nore
favorably, they could and would do a | arge and good work; but they are
wai ting the opportunity. They despise the narrow mnd of the poor
ni ggard who grudges the small pittance to the needy. They see he lives
for self, that he will not be called fromhinself to do good to others,
and bl ess others with the talents of influence and of neans which has
been comritted to himto use, but not to abuse, nor to lay and rust,
nor to be buried in the earth. Those who give thenselves up to their
stingi ness and sel fishness, are accountable for their niggardly acts,
and are responsible for the talents they abuse. But nore responsible
are those who have generous inpul ses, and are naturally quick to
di scern spiritual things, if they remain inactive, waiting an



opportunity they suppose has not conme, ye contrasting their readi ness
to do with the unwillingness of the niggard; and reflecting that their
condition is nore favorable than their nmean-soul ed nei ghbors. These
decei ve thensel ves. The mere possession of qualities, and yet not using
them only increases their responsibility; and if they keep their
Master's tal ents uninproved, or hoarded, their condition is no better
than their neighbors for whomtheir souls feel such contenpt. To them
it will be said, Ye knew your Master's will, yet did it not. Had you
trained your mnd to dwell upon el evated subjects, meditating upon
heavenly thenmes, you could have done nmuch good. You could have had an
i nfl uence upon the mnds of others, to turn their selfish thoughts and
wor | d-1 oving dispositions into the channel of spirituality. You are
capabl e of doi ng good, were your affections and thoughts brought into
subjection to the will of Christ. p. 69, Para. 3, [170T].

Your imagination is diseased because you have pernmitted it to run in a
forbi dden channel. The mi nd has been allowed to becone dreany.
Daydream ng and romantic castl e-building have unfitted you for
useful ness. You have lived in an inmaginary world; have been an
i mgi nary martyr, and an imaginary Christian. p. 70, Para. 1, [170T].

There is much of this low sentinmentalismmningled with the religious
experience of the young in this age of the world. My sister, God
requires you to be transformed. Elevate your affections, | inplore you.
Devote your nental and physical force to the service of your Redeener,
who has bought you. Sanctify your thoughts and feelings that all your
wor ks may be wrought in God. p. 71, Para. 1, [170T].

You have been in a sad deception. God would have you investigate
closely every thought and purpose of your heart. Deal truly with your
own soul. Had your affections been centered upon God as he has
required, you would not have passed through the trials you have. p
71, Para. 2, [170T].

There is a restlessness of spirit which will not be relieved until the
t houghts are changed, and day-dream ng and castl e-buil ding cease; and
you do the work of the present--that which you find to do. p. 71
Para. 3, [170T].

In your letter witing, |eave match-naking and guessi ng about the
marri ages of your friends. The marriage relation is holy, but in this
degenerate age it covers vileness of every description. And Satan is
constantly busy to hurry inexperienced youth into a marriage alliance
until marriage is abused, and is a crine now which constitutes one of
the signs of the |ast days; even as nmarriages were a crine the way they
wer e managed previous to the flood. The less we glory in the marriages
whi ch are now taking place, the better. p. 71, Para. 4, [170T].

Marriage which is entered into even now, in this degenerate age, with
its clainms and sacred natures understood, will be approved of Heaven,
and the result will be happiness to both parties, and God will be
glorified. May the Lord enable you to do the work before you to do. p.
71, Para. 5, [170T].

| am about to write upon this wong, deceptive work which is carried
on under the cover of religion. The lust of the flesh has |led nen and
wonen. The m nd has been depraved through a perversion of the thoughts



and feelings, and yet the deceptive power of Satan has so blinded their
eyes, that poor deceived souls flatter themsel ves that they are
spiritually m nded, especially consecrated, when their religious
experience is conposed of a lovesick sentinmentalism nore than of
purity, true goodness and humliation of self; having the mnd drawn
out of self, and exercised in blessing others, and being el evated by
good works. "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this; to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to
keep hinself unspotted fromthe world." True religion ennobles the

m nd, refines the taste, sanctifies the judgnent, and mekes its
possessor partaker of the purity, and the influences of Heaven, brings
angel s near, and separates nore and nore fromthe spirit and influence
of the world. EGW Battle Creek, Mch. p. 72, Para. 1, [170T].

Epi stl e Nunmber Two. p. 72, Para. 2, [170T].

Bro. ----: Last June | was shown that there is a work before you, to
correct your ways. You do not see yourself. Your |ife has been a

m stake. You do not pursue a wise and nerciful course in your famly.
You are exacting. If you continue to pursue the course toward your wife
and children that you have been pursuing, her days will be shortened,
and your children will fear, but not |ove you. You feel that your
course is in Christian wisdomtoward your wife and children, but in
this you deceive yourself. p. 72, Para. 3, [170T1].

You have peculiar views in regard to nanagi ng your famly. You
exerci se an independent, arbitrary power, which pernmits no |liberty of
wi |l around you. You think yourself sufficient to be head in your
fam |y, and your head sufficient to nove every nenber, as a nmachine is
moved in the hands of the workman. You assunme authority and dictation
whi ch di spl eases Heaven, and grieves the pitying angels. You have
conducted yourself in your famly as though you al one were capabl e of
sel f-governnment. It has offended you that your w fe should venture to
oppose your opinion, or question your decisions. p. 73, Para. 1,
[170T].

After nmuch longsuffering on her part, and patient waiting upon your
whi s, she has rebel |l ed agai nst unjust authority, and has becone
nervous and distracted, and shown contenpt for your course. p. 73,
Para. 2, [170T1].

You have nmade the nobst of those manifestations on her part, and
charged her with wong and sin, and being led by the spirit of the
Devil. You were the one at fault. You, as it were, drove her alnpst to
desperation, and then taunted her with it afterwards. p. 73, Para. 3,
[170T].

Her life has not been happy. How easy would it have been for you to
have made her life cheerful and pleasant. p. 73, Para. 4, [170T1].

You have been rather indolent. You have not been anbitious to exercise
the strength the Lord has given you. This is your capital. A judicious
use of this strength, and persevering, industrious habits would have
enabl ed you to obtain the conforts of life. You have erred, and thought
it was pride which led your wife to desire to have things nore
confortabl e around her. She has been stinted, and dealt closely with by
you. She needs things as confortable and conveni ent as you can make



them But you have viewed things froma wong standpoint. You have

t hought that al nost anything which could be eaten was good enough if
you could live and retain strength. You plead the necessity of spare
diet to your feeble wife. She cannot make good bl ood or flesh upon the
diet to which you could confine yourself, and flourish. Sone persons
cannot subsist upon the sane food, prepared in the sane manner, upon
whi ch others can do well. p. 73, Para. 5, [170T].

You are in danger of becom ng an extrem st. Your system could convert
a very coarse, poor diet, into good blood. Your bl ood-making organs are
in a good condition. Your wife requires a nore select diet than
yourself. Let her eat the same food which your system could convert
i nto good bl ood, and her system could not appropriate it. She needs a
generous, strengthening diet. she lacks vitality. She should have a
good supply of fruit, and not be confined to the sane things from day
to day. She has a slender hold of life. She is diseased, and the wants
of her systemare far different fromthose of a healthy person. p. 74,
Para. 1, [170T].

Bro. ----, you are a man possessing consi derable dignity, but have you
earned the dignity you have assuned? Ch, no! You have |oved your ease.
You and hard work have not agreed. Had you not been slothful in
busi ness, you could now have had many of the conforts of |ife which you
cannot now conmmand. You have w onged your wi fe and your children by
your indolent habits. Hours have been passed away by you in tal king and
readi ng, and taking your ease, which should have been occupied in
earnest labor. p. 75, Para. 1, [170T1].

You are just as accountable for your capital of strength as the
wealthy man is for his riches. Both of you are stewards. To both of you
is committed a work. You are to use your strength, not to abuse it, but
to acquire, that you may liberally (not stintedly) supply the wants of
your famly, and have wherewith to render to God by aiding in the cause
of present truth. p. 75, Para. 2, [170T1].

You have been aware of the existence of pride, and show, and vanity,
in ----, and have felt determ ned that your exanple should not
countenance this pride and extravagance. In your effort to do this,
your sin has been as great on the other side. p. 75, Para. 3, [170T].

You have been greatly at fault in your religious experience. You have
stood one side as a | ooker on, as a spectator watching the deficiencies
of others, noticing others' faults, and building yourself up because
you see wrongs in them p. 75, Para. 4, [170T].

You have been careful and upright in deal, and as you have seen

sl ackness in this respect in others who nmake high professions, you have
contrasted their wong with your principles in reference to deal, and
have said in your heart, | ambetter than they, while at the same tinme
you were standing off fromthe church, watching and finding fault, yet
doi ng nothing in comng up to the help of the Lord, to remedy the evil.
p. 75, Para. 5, [170T].

You had a standard by which you neasured others. If they failed to
meet your idea, your synpathy was not with them and you had a self-
conpl acent feeling in regard to your case. p. 76, Para. 1, [170T].



You have been exacting in your religious experience. Should God dea
with you as you woul d have dealt with those you supposed in error in
the church, and as you have dealt with your own famly, your condition
woul d be bad indeed. But a nerciful God, who is of tender pity, whose
| ovi ng- ki ndness changeth not, has been forgiving, and has not cast you
aside, nor cut you off, for your transgressions, your numerous errors,
and backslidings. Oh, no! he has |loved you still. p. 76, Para. 2
[170T].

Have you really considered that "with what nmeasure ye nmete, it shal

be nmeasured to you again"? You have seen pride and vanity, and a world-
loving spirit in some who profess to be Christians in ----. This is a
great evil, and as this spirit is indulged, angels are grieved because
the exanpl e of the unconsecrated is followed. They are exerting an

i nfluence to scatter from Christ, and are gathering in their garnents
the bl ood of souls. If they pursue the sane course they have done, they
will lose their own souls, and will know one day what it is to feel the
terrible weight of other souls who have been | ed astray by their lives
of unconsecration, while professing to be governed by religious
principles. p. 76, Para. 3, [170T].

You have just reason to be grieved with the pride and |ack of
sinmplicity in those who profess better things. You have watched others,
and tal ked of their errors and wongs, and negl ected your own soul. You
are not accountable for any of the sins of your brethren, unless your
exanpl e has caused themto stunble, and their feet to be diverted from
the narrow path. p. 76, Para. 4, [170T].

You have a great and solemm work before you to control yourself, to
subdue yourself, to become neek and lowmy of heart, to educate yourself
to be tender-hearted, pitiful in your famly, to possess nobl eness of
spirit and true generosity of soul, which despises everything
niggardly. p. 77, Para. 1, [170T].

You have thought there was too nuch work and cost to the neeting-
house. You have remarked upon the unnecessary expense. It is al

needl ess in you to have these special conscientious scruples. There is
nothing in that house which is prepared with too nuch care, neatness,
or order. The work is none to nice. The arrangement is not extravagant.
p. 77, Para. 2, [170T].

Do those who are ready to conplain of this house of worship consider
for whomit was built? that it was nade especially to be the house of
God; to be dedicated to hinm to be a place where the people assenble to
neet God? Many act as though the Creator of the heavens and the earth,
he who has nmade every thing that is |lovely and beautiful in our world,
woul d be pleased to see a house erected for him put together without
order or beauty. Some build | arge, conveni ent houses for thenselves,
and cannot afford to spend nmuch upon a house which they are to dedicate
to God. The neans in their hands, every dollar of it, is the Lord's. He
has lent it to themfor a little while, to use to his glory; yet they
hand out this nmeans for the advancenent of the cause of God as though
every dollar thus expended were a total loss. p. 77, Para. 3, [170T].

God woul d not have his people expend neans extravagantly for show or
ornament, in the house prepared for him but he would have them observe
neat ness, order, taste, and plain beauty in preparing a house for him



where he will nmeet with his people. Those who build a house for God
shoul d mani fest as nmuch higher interest, greater care, and nicer taste,
in the arrangenment, as the object or purpose for which it is prepared,
is higher and nore holy than common dwel |l ing-houses. p. 78, Para. 1,
[170T].

God reads the hearts and purposes of nen. Those who have exalted views
of the character of God, will feel it their highest pleasure to have
every thing which has any connection with God, of the very best work,
and displaying the very best taste. But those who can build grudgingly
a poorer house to dedicate to God than they would accept to live in
t henmsel ves, show their |ack of reverence for God and for sacred things.
Their work shows that their own tenporal concerns are higher in their
eyes and of nmore value than matters of a spiritual nature. p. 78,

Para. 2, [170T1].

Eternal things are nade secondary. The choice of good and conveni ent
things is not considered essential for the use of the people of God in
his service, but highly essential in the concerns of this Iife. Men
will reveal the true state of the noral tone of the principles of their
hearts. The views of many of our people have beconme narrowed up. Order
neat ness, taste, and convenience, are terned pride and | ove of the
world. A mistake is nmade here. Vain pride, which is exhibited i n gaudy
trappi ngs and needl ess ornanents, is not pleasing to God. But he who
created for man a beautiful world, and planted a |ovely garden in Eden
with every variety of trees for fruit and beauty, who decorated the
earth with nost lovely flowers of every description and hue, has given
tangi bl e proofs that he is pleased with the beautiful. Yet he wll
accept the nost hunble offering fromthe poorest, weakest child, who
has no better to present. It is the sincerity of the soul that God
accepts. The man who has God enshrined in his heart, as exalted above
all, will be led to a thorough subm ssion of his will to God, to nmke
and entire surrender of hinself to his rule and reign. p. 78, Para. 3,
[170T].

Short-sighted nortals do not conprehend the ways and works of God.
Their eyes are not directed upward to him as they should be. They do
not have exalted views of eternal things. They only | ook at theses
things with a clouded vision. They take no special delight in
contenplating the love of God, the glory and spl endor of Heaven, the
exal ted character of the holy angels, the majesty and i nexpressible
| ovel i ness of Jesus, our Redeener. They have so | ong kept earthly
things before their vision that eternal scenes are all vague and
i ndistinct to them They have linmted views of God, Heaven, and
eternity. p. 79, Para. 1, [170T1].

Sacred things are brought down upon a |l evel with conmon; therefore in
their dealing with God they manifest the sane cl ose, penurious spirit
as in dealing with their fellow nen. Their offerings to God are | ane,
sick, or deficient. They carry on robbery with God, such as they have
with their fellow men. Their nminds do not reach up to an exalted, high,
noral standard, but remain on a low | evel; and they are constantly
breathing the inpure masma of the |low | ands of earth. p. 79, Para. 2,
[170T].

Bro. ----, you rule with a rod of iron in your famly. You are severe
in the governnent of your children. You will not gain their [ove by



this course of managenent. To your wife you are not tender, |oving,
affectionate, and courteous; but harsh, bearing down upon her, and
bl am ng and censuring her. p. 80, Para. 1, [170T].

A well-regulated, orderly famly is a pleasing sight to God and

m ni stering angels. You have | essons to learn, to make a hone--a

pl easant, orderly, confortable, hone. Then adorn that home with a
becom ng dignity, and the spirit will be received by the children; and
order, regularity, and obedience, will be nore readily secured by both
of you. p. 80, Para. 2, [170T].

Bro. ----, have you considered what a child is? and whither it is
goi ng? Your children are the Lord's, and these children are the younger
menbers of the Lord's famly--brothers and sisters, intrusted to your
care by your Heavenly Father for you to train, to educate for Heaven.
When you are handling them so roughly as you have frequently done, do

you consider that God will call you to account for this dealing? You
shoul d not use your children thus roughly. A child is not a horse nor a
dog to be ordered about according to your inperious will, or to be

controlled by a stick or whip or by blows with the hand, under al

ci rcunmst ances. Sone children are so vicious in their tenpers that the
infliction of pain is necessary; but very many cases are nmade nuch
worse by this manner of discipline. p. 80, Para. 3, [170T].

You shoul d control yourself. Never correct your children while under
the influence of passion--while inpatient or fretful. Punish themin
| ove, manifesting the unwillingness you feel to cause your children
pai n. Never raise your hand to give thema blow unless you can with a
cl ear consci ence bow before God, and ask his blessing upon the
correction you are about to give. p. 81, Para. 1, [170T].

Encourage love in the hearts of your children. Present before them
hi gh and correct notives for self-restraint. Do not give themthe

i mpression that they nust subnmit to control because it is your
arbitrary will; because they are weak, and you are strong; because you
are the father, they the children. p. 81, Para. 2, [170T].

If you wish to ruin your fam |y, pursue the course you have done--
govern by brute force--and you will surely succeed. p. 81, Para. 3,
[170T].

Your wife is easily agitated, is tender-hearted. She feels your

har shness of discipline, and it |eads her to the opposite extrene. She
seeks to counteract your severity, and you charge this as a great |ack
in her of doing her duty, and controlling her children. You think her

i ndul gent, overfond, and tender. You cannot help her in this respect
until you correct yourself, and manifest that parental tenderness your
should in your fanmly. p. 81, Para. 4, [170T].

It is your wong nmanagenent which | eads your wife to be lax in her
di sci pline. You nust have your nature softened. You need to be refined
by the influences of the Spirit of God. You need a thorough conversion
then you can work fromthe right standpoint. You need to let love into
your soul, and permit it to occupy the place of self-dignity. Self in
you mnmust die. p. 81, Para. 5, [170T].

Your wi fe needs tenderness and | ove. The Lord | oves her. She is nuch



nearer the ki ngdom of Heaven than yourself. But she is dying by inches,
and you are the one who is slowy taking her life. You can nmake her
life happy if you will. You can encourage her to | ean upon your |arge
affections, to confide in you and | ove you. You are weani ng her heart
fromyou. She shrinks fromopening all the enotions of her soul to you;
for you have treated her feelings with contenpt; have ridicul ed her
fears; and ponpously advanced your opinion as though there was no
appeal fromthat. Her respect for you will surely die if you continue
the course you have commenced; and when respect has gone, |ove does not
abide long. p. 82, Para. 1, [170T].

I inplore you to turn right about, and hunble yourself to confess that
you have wronged your wife. Your wife is not perfect. She has faults;
but she is sincerely desiring to serve God, and patiently as she can
endure your course toward her and your children. You are quick to
detect your wife's errors, and when you can pick a flaw, you will. She
is weak; yet with her weaker strength, she glorifies God better than
you do with your greater and stronger powers. E.G W Battle Creek, Jan
17, 1869. p. 82, Para. 2, [170T].

Epi stl e Nunmber Three. p. 82, Para. 3, [170T].

Dear Son ----: | write this for your nineteenth birthday. p. 82,
Para. 4, [170T1].

It has been a pleasure to have you with us a few weeks in the past.
You are about to |eave us, yet our prayers shall follow you. p. 83,
Para. 1, [170T1].

Anot her year of your |life closes today. How can you | ook back upon it?
Have you made advancenent in the divine |ife? Have you increased in
spirituality? Have you crucified self, with the affections and | usts?
Have you an increased interest in the study of God's word? Have you
gai ned decided victories over your own feelings and waywar dness? Oh!
what has been the past year's record of your life, which has passed
into eternity, and can never be recalled! p. 83, Para. 2, [170T].

As you enter upon a new year let it be with an earnest resolve to have
your course onward and upward. Let your |life be nore el evated and
exalted, than it was ever hitherto been. Have it not your aimto seek
your interest and pleasure, but to advance the cause of your Redeener.
Remain not in a position where you are ever needing help yourself--
where others have to guard you to keep you in the narrow way. p. 83,
Para. 3, [170T].

You may be strong to exert a sanctifying influence upon others. You
may be where your soul's interest is awakened for the good of others--
conforting the sorrowful ones, strengthening the weak ones, bearing
your testinmony for Christ whenever opportunity offers. Aimto honor God
in every thing, always, and every where. Carry your religion into
everyt hing. Be thorough in everything you undertake. p. 83, Para. 4,
[170T].

You have not experienced the saving power of God, as it is your
privilege, because you have not made Christ and his glory the great aim
of your life. Let every purpose you form every work in which you
engage, and every pleasure you enjoy, be to the glory of God. Let this



be the | anguage of your heart: | amthine, O God, to live for thee, to
work for thee, and to suffer for thee. p. 83, Para. 5, [170T].

Many profess to be on the Lord's side, but they are not; the weight of
all their actions is on Satan's side. By what neans shall we determ ne
whose side we are on? who has the heart? Wth whom are out thoughts?
Upon whom do we | ove to converse? Who has our warnmest affections, and
our best energies? If we are on the Lord's side, our thoughts are of
him W have no friendship with the world; we have consecrated all that
we have and are, to him W long to bear his inmage, breathe his Spirit,
do his will, and please himin all things. p. 84, Para. 1, [170T].

You shoul d pursue so decided a course that none need to be nistaken in
you. You cannot exert an influence upon the world wi thout decision

Your resolutions may be good and sincere, but will prove a failure

unl ess you nmake God your strength, and nove forward with decision and a
firm determ ned purpose. You should throw your whole heart into the
cause and work of God. You should be in earnest to obtain an experience
in the Christian life. You should exemplify Christ in your life. p.

84, Para. 2, [170T].

You cannot serve God and mamon. You are either wholly on the Lord's
side, or on the side of the eneny. "He that is not with ne is against
me, and he that gathereth not with nme scattereth abroad." Sone persons
make their religious Iife a failure because they never seem deci ded.
They are al ways wavering, and do not have determ nation. They are
frequently convicted, and come alnbpst up to the point, and fall back
again. Wiile in this state, the conscience is hardening, and beconi ng
| ess and | ess susceptible of the inpressions of the Spirit of God. The
Spirit has warned, has convicted, and has been disregarded, until it is
nearly grieved away. God will not be trifled with. He shows duty
clearly, and if there is a neglect to followthe light, it becones
darkness. p. 84, Para. 3, [170T].

God bids you be a worker with himin his vineyard. Conmence just where
you are. He bids you cone to the cross and there renounce self, the
worl d, and every idol. Take Jesus into your heart fully. You are in a
hard place to preserve consecrati on and have an influence which shal
| ead others fromsin and pleasure and folly to the narrow way, cast up
for the ransonmed of the Lord to walk in. p. 85, Para. 1, [170T].

You have a consecration to nake to God; an entire surrender, a
yi el ding up of everything unreservedly, and thus to seek for that peace
whi ch passes understandi ng. You cannot draw nourishnment from Chri st

unl ess you are in him If not in him you are a branch that is
wi t hered. You do not feel your want of purity and true holiness. You
shoul d feel an earnest desire for, and come to God in earnest for, his
Holy Spirit. You cannot expect the blessing of God w thout seeking for
it. If you used the nmeans within your reach, you woul d experience a
growh in grace, a rise to a higher life. p. 85, Para. 2, [170T].

It is not natural for you to love spiritual things, but you can
acquire that | ove by exercising your mnd, the strength of your being,
in that direction. The power of doing is what you need. True education
is the power of using our faculties so as to achieve beneficia
results. Wiy is it that religion occupies so little of our attention
while the world has the strength of brain, bone and nmuscle? It is



because the whole force of our being is bent in that direction. W have
trai ned ourselves to engage with earnestness and power in worldly

busi ness, until it is easy for the mind to take that turn. This is why
Christians find a religious life so hard, and a worldly |life so easy.
The faculties have been trained to exert their force in that direction.
In religious life there has been an adoption of the truths of God's
word, but not a practical illustration of themin the Iife. p. 85,
Para. 3, [170T1].

Rel i gi ous thoughts and devotional feelings have not been a part of the
education of the m nd. These should influence and control the entire
being. There is wanting the habit of doing right. There are influences
whi ch create spasnodic action, but to think naturally and readily upon
di vine things, and have this the ruling principle of the mnd, is not
the case. p. 86, Para. 1, [170T].

There is no need of being spiritual dwarfs, if there is a continua
exercising of the mnd in spiritual things. Merely praying for this,

and about this, will not neet the necessities of the case. You nust
habi tuate the mind to concentrate upon heavenly and spiritual things.
Exercise will bring strength. Many professed Christians are in a fair

way to | ose both worlds. To be half a Christian and half a worldly man
makes you about one hundredth part a Christian, and all the rest
worldly. p. 86, Para. 2, [170T].

Spiritual living is what God requires, yet thousands are crying out "I
don't know what is the matter--1 have no spiritual strength--1 do not
enjoy the Spirit of God." Yet the same ones will becone active and

tal kative upon their worldly enterprises, will even becone el oquent
when tal king upon worldly matters. Listen to such ones in neeting--
there are about on dozen words spoken in scarcely an audi bl e voice.
They are nmen and wonen of the world. They have cultivated worldly
propensities until their faculties by exercise have beconme strong in
that direction. Yet in regard to spiritual things they are weak as
babes. They shoul d becone intelligent in regard to heavenly things.
They do not |ove to dwell upon the nystery of godliness. They know not
t he | anguage of Heaven, and are not educating their mnds so as to be
prepared to sing the songs of Heaven, or to delight in the spiritua
exercises which will engage the attention of all. Professed Christians-
-worldly Christians, are unacquai nted with heavenly things. They wl|
never be brought to the gates of the New Jerusalemto engage in

exerci ses which have not hitherto especially interested them They have
not trained their mnds to delight in devotion, and nmeditation upon

t hi ngs of God and Heaven. How, then, can they engage in the services of
Heaven? how delight in the spiritual, the pure, the holy, in Heaven,
when it was not a special delight to them upon earth. The very

at nrosphere they breathe will be purity itself. They are unacquai nted
with it all. But when in the world, in their worldly vocations, they
knew just where to take hold, just what to do. The | ower order of
faculties have been in so constant exercise, that they have been

growi ng, while the higher, the nobler powers of the m nd have not been
strengt hened by use, and they are incapable of awaking at once to
spiritual exercises. Spiritual things are not discerned, because they
are viewed with worl d-1oving eyes, which cannot estinmate the val ue and
glory of the divine above the tenporal. p. 87, Para. 1, [170T].

The mind nust be educated and disciplined to a |ove of purity. A love



for spiritual things should be encouraged; yea, nust be encouraged if
you grow in grace, and in the know edge of the truth. Desire for
goodness and true holiness is right so far as it goes, but if you stop
here, they will avail nothing. Good purposes are right, but will prove
of no avail unless determnedly carried out. p. 88, Para. 1, [170T].

Many will be lost, hoping and desiring to be Christians, but they nade

no earnest effort, therefore they will be weighed in the bal ances and
found wanting. The will nust be exercised in the right direction. |
will be a whole-hearted Christian. | will know the |Iength and breadth

dept h and hight of perfect love. Listen to the words of Jesus. Bl essed
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shal
be filled. Anple provisions are made by Jesus Christ to satisfy the
hungering and thirsting soul for righteousness. p. 88, Para. 2,
[170T].

The pure el enent of love will expand the soul for higher attainnments,
for increased know edge of divine things, so that it will not be
satisfied short of the fullness. The nost of professed Christians have
no sense of the spiritual strength they nmight obtain were they as
anmbi ti ous, zeal ous, and persevering to gain a know edge of divine
things as they are to obtain the paltry, perishable things of this
life. The masses professing to be Christians have been satisfied to be
spiritual dwarfs. They have no disposition to make it their highest
object to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; hence,
godliness is a hidden nystery to them-they cannot understand it. They
know not Christ by experinental know edge. Let men and wonen who are
satisfied with their dwarfed, crippled condition in divine things, be
suddenly transported to Heaven, and for an instant w tness the high
holy state of perfection that ever abides there,--every soul filled
with | ove; joy beaming from every countenance; the hi gh nel odi ous
strains of enchanting nusic in honor of God and the Lanb; the ceasel ess
streans of light that flow fromthe face of himwho sitteth upon the
throne, and fromthe Lanmb, upon the faces of his saints; and yet higher
and greater joy to experience (for the nore they receive and exercise
the enjoynment of God, the nore is their capacity increased to bear
nore, to rise higher in eternal, immortal enjoynment, and thus continue
to receive new and greater supplies fromthe ceasel ess sources of glory
and bliss inexpressible);--and could such persons nmingle with the
heavenly throng, participate in their songs, and endure the high, pure,
exalted, spiritual, transporting glory that emanates from God and the
Lanb? Oh, no! their probation was | engthened for years that they m ght
beconme partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust. But they had a selfish business of
their owmn to engage the powers of their mnds, and the energies of
their beings. They could not afford to serve God unreservedly, and make
this a business. Wrldly enterprises nust cone first, and take the best
of their powers, and a transient thought is devoted to God. Are such to
be transfornmed after the final decision, He that is holy, let himbe
holy still, he that is filthy, let himbe filthy still? Such atineis
comng. p. 88, Para. 3, [170T].

Those who have trained the mnd to delight in spiritual exercises, are
the ones who can be translated and not be overwhelned with the sacred
purity and transcendent glory of Heaven. You may have a good know edge
of the arts, you may have an acquai ntance with the sciences, you may
excel in nmusic and penmanshi p, your manners may please your associ ates,



but what have these things to do with a preparation for Heaven? What
have they to do to prepare you to stand before the tribunal of God? p
90, Para. 1, [170OT].

Be not deceived. God is not nobcked. Nothing but holiness will prepare
you for Heaven. It is sincere, experinental piety alone that can give
you a true, pure, elevated character, and enable you to enter into the
presence of God, who dwelleth in |ight unapproachable. The heavenly
character nmust be acquired on earth, or it can never be acquired at
all. Begin, then, at once. Flatter not yourself that a time will cone
when you can make an earnest effort easier than now Every day
i ncreases your distance fromGod. It is a preparation for eternity such
as you have not yet engaged in. Educate your mnd to |love the Bible, to
| ove the prayer-neeting, to |love the hour of nediation, and above all
the hour when the soul comrunes with God. Becone heavenly-nminded if you
woul d unite with the heavenly choir in the mansi on above. p. 90, Para.
2, [170T1].

A new year of your life commences. A new page is turned in the book of

the recording angel. What will be the record upon its pages? Shall it
be blotted with neglect of God, with unfulfilled duties? God forbid.
Let a record be stanped there, which you will not be ashamed to have

reveal ed to the gaze of angels and nen. EGW Geenville, Mch., July
27, 1868. p. 91, Para. 1, [170T].

Epi stl e Nunber Four. p. 91, Para. 2, [170T].

Dear Sr. ----: Wen the Lord showed ne your case, | was pointed back
many years in the past, when you becane a believer in the near coning
of Christ. You |ooked for, and | oved, his appearing. p. 91, Para. 3,
[170T1].

Your husband was naturally an affectionate, nobl e-m nded nman; but he
relied upon his own strength, which was weakness. He did not feel the
need of meking God his strength. Intoxicating drinks benunbed his
brain, and finally paralyzed the powers of his mnd. H's godlike
manhood was sacrificed, to gratify his thirst for strong drink. p. 91
Para. 4, [170T].

You suffered opposition and abuse, yet God was your source of

strength. Wiile you trusted in him he sustained you. In all your
trials, you were not permtted to be overwhel mned. How often have the
heavenly angel s strengthened you when despondi ng, by presenting vividly
to your m nd passages of Scripture expressing the never-failing | ove of
God, and giving evidence that his |oving-kindness changeth not. Your
soul trusted in God. It was your meat and drink to do your Heavenly
Father's will. p. 91, Para. 5, [170T].

You, at times, had a firmtrust in the prom ses of God, and then again
your faith would be tried to the utnost. God's deal i ngs seened
nmysterious, yet you had nost of the tine the evidence that he | ooked
upon your affliction, and woul d not cause your burdens to be greater
than you could bear. p. 92, Para. 1, [170T].

The Master saw that you needed a work of fitness for his heavenly
ki ngdom He did not |eave you in the furnace for the fire of affliction
to consune. As a refiner and purifier of silver, he kept his eye upon



you, watching the process of purification until he should discern his
i mge reflected in you. Although you often felt affliction's flane

ki ndl i ng upon you, and at tines have thought it would consune you, yet
the | ovi ng-ki ndness of God has been just as great toward you at these
times as when you were free in spirit, and triunphing in him The
furnace was to purify and refine, but not to consune and destroy. p
92, Para. 2, [170T].

I saw you struggling with poverty, seeking to support yourself and
your children, and many tinmes you knew not what to do. The future
| ooked dark and uncertain. In your distress you cried unto the Lord,
and he conforted you, and hel ped you, and hopeful rays of |ight shone
around you. How precious was God to you at such tinmes! how sweet his
conforting | ove! What a treasure you felt that you had, laid up in
Heaven! As you could view the reward of the afflicted children of Cod,
what a consolation to feel that you could claim God as your Father! p.
92, Para. 3, [170T].

Your case was, in reality, worse than if you had been w dowed. Your
heart was agoni zed by the wi cked course pursued by your husband. But
his persecutions, and threats, and violence, did not |lead you to trust
in your own wisdom and forget God; so far fromthis, you felt sensibly
your weakness, and that you were incapable of carrying your burdens,
and in your conscious weakness you were relieved by bringing your heavy
burdens to Jesus, the great Burden-bearer. p. 93, Para. 1, [170T].

How you cherished every ray of light fromhis presence! and how strong
you often felt in his strength! Wen unexpectedly a storm of
persecution and cruelty burst upon you, the Lord did not suffer you to
be overwhel med; but in those tines of trial you realized strength,
cal mess, and peace, which were a nmarvel to you. p. 93, Para. 2,
[170T].

When railing accusations and taunts nore cruel than spears and arrows
have fallen upon you, the influence of the Spirit of God upon your
heart, has |led you to speak calmy and dispassionately. It was not in
nature to do this. It was the fruit of the Spirit of God. It was the
grace of God which strengthened your faith amd all the heart-
si cknesses of hope deferred. Grace fortified you for the warfare and
hardshi ps, and brought you through conqueror. Grace taught you to pray,
to love and trust, notw thstandi ng your unfavorabl e surroundings. p.
93, Para. 3, [170T].

As you repeatedly realized the answers to your prayers, in a specia
manner bringi ng your desires to pass, you did not feel that it was
because of any special nerit in yourself, but because of your great
need. Your necessity was God's opportunity. Your life in those days of
trial was to trust in God. And the manifestations of his specia
del i verance when in nost trying places were |ike the oasis in the
desert to the faint and weary traveler. p. 93, Para. 4, [170T].

God did not |eave you to perish. He frequently raised up friends to
aid you, when you | east expected it. Angels of God ninistered unto you,
as step by step they led you up the rugged pathway. p. 94, Para. 1,
[170T].

You were pressed by poverty, but this was the | east of the



difficulties with which you had to contend. Wen ---- exercised his
power to abuse and harm you, you felt that the cup you had to drink was
bitter indeed; and when he degraded hinself to pursue a course of
iniquity, and you were outraged and insulted in your own house, he nade
a gulf between hinself and you which could never be passed. Then in
your sore distress and perplexity the Lord raised you up friends. He
did not |eave you alone; but his strength was inparted, and you could
say, "The Lord is ny helper." p. 94, Para. 2, [170T].

Through all your trials, which have never been fully revealed to

ot hers, you have had a never-failing Friend, who has said, "I amwith
you al ways, even unto the end of the world."” While upon the earth, he
was ever touched with human woe. Although ascended to his Father, and
adored by angel s who qui ckly obey his commands, his heart which | oved,
pitied, and synpathized, knows no change. It remains a heart of
unchangeabl e tenderness still. p. 94, Para. 3, [170T].

That same Jesus was acquainted with all your trials, and did not |eave
you alone to struggle with tenptations, battle with evil, and be
finally crushed with burdens and sorrow. Through his angels, he
whi spered to you, "Fear not; | amwth you.”" "I amalive for evernore."
"1 know your sorrows; | have endured them | am acquainted with your
struggl es; | have experienced them | know your tenptation; | have
encountered them | have seen your tears; | also have wept. Your
earthly hopes are crushed, but let the eye of faith be uplifted, and
penetrate the vail, and there anchor your hopes. The everlasting
assurance shall be yours that you have a Friend that sticketh closer
than a brother." p. 94, Para. 4, [170T].

O ny dear sister, if you could only see, as | have seen, the ways and
wor ks of God mani fested all through your perplexities and trials in the
former part of your experience, when pressed by the hand of poverty,
you could never forget him but your | ove would increase, and your zea
to pronote his glory be untiring. p. 95 Para. 1, [170T].

In consequence of your afflictions and peculiar trials, your health
failed. The friends of the cause of God were but few, and nany of them
were poor; and you could see but little to hope for on the right hand
or on the left. You | ooked upon your children and your destitute,
hel pl ess condition, and your heart well nigh fainted. At this tineg,
through the influence of Adventists who had united with the Shakers,
and in whom you had confidence because they had been your friends in
time of need, you were induced to go anong that sect for a tinme. p.
95, Para. 2, [170T].

The angel s of God did not |eave you. They mnistered unto you, and
were as a wall of fire around about you. Especially did the holy angels
protect you fromthe deceptive influences which prevail anong that
peopl e. The Shakers believed that you would unite your interest with
theirs; and they thought that, if they could induce you to becone one
of them you would be a great help to their cause; for you would neke
an ardent nmenber of their society. They woul d have given you a high
position among them Sone of the Shakers had received spiritua
mani festations, telling themthat you were designed of God to be a
prom nent menber of their society; but that you were one who shoul d not
be urged; that kindness would have a powerful influence where force or
pressure would cause a failure of their hopes. p. 95, Para. 3, [170T].



There was a powerful spirit of magneti sm exerci sed anong them Through
this power they flattered thensel ves that you woul d be brought to view
things in the same light in which they thenselves did. You were not
aware of all the arts and deception used, to bring about their purpose.
The Lord preserved you. There seened to be a circle of |ight around
about you, proceeding fromthe mnistering angels; so that the darkness
whi ch prevail ed about you did not cloud the circle of light. p. 96,
Para. 1, [170T].

The Lord opened the way for you to | eave that deceived comunity, and
you | eft unharmed, the principles of your faith as pure as when you
went anong them p. 96, Para. 2, [170T].

Your diseased armwas a great affliction. You had turned to the right
hand and to the left for help. You had consented to have a wonan try

her boasted skill upon you. This wonman was a speci al agent of Satan
Through her experinents, you nearly lost your life. The poison
i ntroduced into your systemwas sufficient to kill a person of the npst

robust constitution. Here again God interposed, or your life would have
been sacrificed. p. 96, Para. 3, [170T].

Every means you had resorted to for the recovery of health had failed.
Not only your arm but your entire system was diseased. Your |ungs
were affected, and you were fast going down to death. At this tinme you
felt that God alone could deliver. You could do one thing nore: follow
the direction of the apostle. Jas. v. p. 97, Para. 1, [170T].

You there made a covenant with God, that if he would spare your life
to minister still to the wants of your children, that you would be for
the Lord, and himonly would you serve; that your life you would
dedicate to his glory; and that you would use your strength to advance
his cause, and to do good in the earth. Angels recorded the proni se
there made to God. p. 97, Para. 2, [170T].

We canme to you in your great affliction, and clainmed the prom se of
God in your behalf. To | ook to appearances, we dared not; for in so
doi ng we should be like Peter, whomthe Lord bade conme to himon the
wat er. He shoul d have kept his eye lifted upward to Jesus; but he
| ooked down at the troubled waves, and his faith failed. p. 97, Para.
3, [170OT1].

W calmy and firmy grasped the prom ses of God al one, irrespective
of appearances, and by faith clainmed the blessing. | was especially
shown that God wought in a wonderful manner, and you were preserved by
a mracle of mercy, to be a living monunent of his healing power, to
testify of his wondrous works to the children of men. p. 97, Para. 4,
[170T].

At the time you felt so decided a change, your captivity was turned,
and joy and gl adness in the place of doubt and distress, filled your
heart. The praise of God was in your heart and upon your |ips. "Oh!
what hath the Lord wought!" was the sentinent of your soul. p. 98,
Para. 1, [170T].

The Lord heard the prayers of his servants, and raised you up still to
live and endure trials, to watch and wait for his appearing, and to



glorify his name. p. 98, Para. 2, [170T].

Poverty and care pressed heavily upon you. As dark clouds at tines
enshrouded you, you could not forbear inquiring, "O God, hast thou
forsaken nme?" But you were not |eft, although you could see no way open
before you. The Lord would have you trust in his love and nmercy amd
cl ouds and darkness, as well as in the sunshine. p. 98, Para. 3,
[170T].

The cl ouds woul d part, and beams of |ight would shine through, to
strengt hen your desponding heart, and increase your wavering
confidence, and you would again fix your trembling faith upon the sure
prom ses of your Heavenly Father. You would involuntarily cry out, "O
God, | will believe; | will trust in thee. Thou hast hitherto been ny
hel per, and thou wilt not |eave ne now." p. 98, Para. 4, [170T].

As victory was gained by you, and |light again shone upon you, you
could not find | anguage to express your sincere gratitude to your
graci ous Heavenly Father; and you thought you never again would doubt
his | ove, nor distrust his care. p. 98, Para. 5, [170T].

You did not seek for ease. You did not consider hard | abor a burden if
the way woul d only open, that you might care for your children, and
shield themfromthe iniquity prevailing in this age of the world. It
was the burden of your heart that you m ght see themturning to the
Lord. You plead before God for your children with strong cries and
tears. Their conversion you so nuch desired. Your heart would despond
and faint, and you would sonetinmes fear your prayers would not be
answered; then again you would consecrate themto God afresh, and your
yearning heart would |ay them anew upon the altar. p. 98, Para. 6,
[170T].

When they went into the arny, your prayers followed them They were
wonderfully preserved fromharm They called it good |luck, but a

not her's prayers from an anxi ous, burdened soul, as she felt the peri
of her children and the danger of their being cut off in their youth
wi t hout hope in God, had nuch to do with their preservation. How nany
prayers were | odged in Heaven that these sons m ght be preserved to
obey God, to devote their lives to his glory. p. 99, Para. 1, [170T].

In your anxiety for your children, you plead with God to return them
to you again, and you would seek nore earnestly to lead themin the
path of holiness. You thought you would | abor nore faithfully than you
had ever done. p. 99, Para. 2, [170T1].

The Lord had suffered you to be schooled in adversity and affliction
that you mi ght obtain an experience which would be valuable to yourself
and others. p. 99, Para. 3, [170T].

While in the days of your poverty and trial, you loved the Lord, and
you |l oved religious privileges. The nearness of Christ's com ng was
your consolation. It was a living hope to you that you woul d soon have
rest fromlabors, and find the end of all your trials; when you would
find you had not |abored nor suffered too nmuch; for the apostle had
decl ared, "For our light affliction, which is but for a nmonment, worketh
for us a far nore exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” p. 99, Para.
4, [170T].



To nmeet with the people of God seemed to you alnost like visiting
Heaven. Obstacles did not deter you. You could suffer weariness and
hunger for tenporal food; but you could not be deprived of spiritua
food. The grace of God you earnestly sought for, and you did not seek
it in vain. Communion with the people of God was the richest blessing
you could enjoy. p. 100, Para. 1, [170T].

In your Christian experience, your soul abhorred vanity, pride and
extravagant show. You wi tnessed the expenditure of neans anobng
prof essed Christians to make a display, and to foster pride; and your
heart and |ips have said, "On! if I only had the neans handl ed by those
who are unfaithful in their stewardship, I would feel it one of the
greatest privileges to help the needy, and to aid in the advancenent of
the cause of God." p. 100, Para. 2, [170T].

You often realized the presence of God while you sought in your hunble
way to enlighten others in regard to the truths of these |last days. p
100, Para. 3, [170T].

You had experienced the truth for yourself. That which you had seen
and heard, and experienced, and testified unto, you knew was no
fiction. And you delighted to present before others, in private
conversation, the wonderful way in which God had | ed his people. You
recounted his dealings with such an assurance as to strike with
conviction, those who |istened to you. You tal ked as though you had
know edge of the things whereof you affirmed. p. 100, Para. 4, [170T1].

When speaking to others in regard to the present truth, you | onged for
greater opportunities and a nore extended influence, that you m ght
bring to the notice of many in darkness, the Iight which had |ightened
your pathway. p. 100, Para. 5, [170T].

At tinmes you | ooked at your poverty, and your linmited influence, and
your best endeavors frequently nmisinterpreted by the professed friends
of the cause of truth, and you were nearly discouraged. p. 101, Para.
1, [170T].

Sometimes you erred in judgnment in your unsettled state, and there
were those who shoul d have possessed that charity which thinketh no
evil, who watched, and surm sed evil, and made the npbst of the errors
they thought they saw in you. But the |love of Jesus and his tender pity
were not withdrawn, but were your support amid the trials and
persecutions of your life. The kingdom of Heaven and the righteousness
of Christ were primary with you. Your life was marred with
i mperfections because it is human to err; but fromwhat the Lord has
been pl eased to show ne of your discouragi ng surroundings in the days
of your poverty and trial, | know of no one who woul d have pursued a
course nore free fromm stakes than you did, were they situated as you
were, in poverty and enbarrassing trials. It is easy for those who are
spared the severe trials to which others are subjected, to | ook on and
question, and surnmise evil and find fault. Sone are nore ready to
censure others for pursuing a certain course, than to take the
responsi bility of saying what should be done, or of pointing out a nore
correct way. p. 101, Para. 2, [170T].

You becane confused. You knew not where to trust. There were but few



Sabbat h- keepers in Boston and vicinity who exerted a saving influence.
Sonme who professed the faith, were no honor to the cause of present
truth. They did not gather with Christ, but scattered abroad. They
could talk loud and long; yet their hearts were not in the work. They
were not sanctified by the truth they professed. These, not having root
in thenmsel ves, gave up the faith. Had they done this at an earlier
period, it would have been better for the cause of truth. Satan took
advant age of you, in consequence of these things, and prepared the way
for your backsliding. p. 101, Para. 3, [170T].

My attention was called to your desire to possess means. The senti nent
of your heart was, "Oh! if | only had means, | would not squander it. |
woul d set an exanple to those who are cl ose and penurious. | would show
themthe great blessing there is to be received in doing good." p.

102, Para. 1, [170T].

Your soul abhorred covetousness. As you have seen those who possessed
abundance of this world's goods, shut their hearts to the cry of the
needy, you have said, "God will visit them he will reward them
according to their works." As you have seen the wealthy wal king in
their pride, their hearts girt about with selfishness, as with iron
bands, you have felt that they were poorer than yourself, although you
were in suffering and want. When you have seen these purse-proud nen
beari ng thenselves loftily because noney has power, you have felt pity
for them and in no case woul d you have been induced to change pl aces
with them Yet you desired neans, that you might so use it as to be a
rebuke to the covetous. p. 102, Para. 2, [170T].

The Lord said to his angel who had hitherto ministered unto you; "I
have proved her in poverty and affliction, and she has not separated

herself fromme, nor rebelled against nme. I will now prove her with
prosperity. | will reveal to her a page of the human heart with which
she is unacquainted. | will show her that noney is the npbst dangerous
foe she has ever net. | will reveal to her the deceitful ness of riches;

that they are a snare, even to those who feel that they are secure from
sel fi shness, and proof agai nst exaltation, extravagance, pride, and
| ove of the praise of nmen." p. 102, Para. 3, [170T].

I was then shown that a way was opened for you to inprove your
condition in life, and at length to obtain the neans which you had
t hought you should use with wisdom and to the glory of God. How
anxiously did your ministering angel watch the newtrial, to see how
you would stand the test. p. 103, Para. 1, [170T].

As nmeans cane into your hands, | saw you gradually and al nost

i nperceptibly separating from God. The neans intrusted to you were
expended for your own convenience, to surround yourself with the good
things of this Ilife. p. 103, Para. 2, [170T].

I saw t he angel s | ooki ng upon you with yearning sadness, their faces
hal f averted, loth to |l eave you. Yet their presence was not perceived
by you, and your course was pursued wi thout reference to your ange
guard. p. 103, Para. 3, [170T].

The busi ness and cares of your new position clainmed your time and
attention, and your duty to God was not considered. Jesus had purchased
you by his own bl ood. You were not your own. Your time, your strength,



the neans you handl ed, all bel onged to your Redeemer. He had been your
constant friend, your strength and support, when every other friend had
proved as a broken reed. You have repaid the | ove and bounty of Cod
with ingratitude and forgetful ness. p. 103, Para. 4, [170T].

Your only safety was in inplicit trust in Christ, your Saviour. There
was no safety for you away fromthe cross. And how weak human strength
seened in this instance! Oh! how evident that there is no real strength
but that which God inparts to those who trust in himl One petition
offered up to God in faith has nore power than a wealth of human
intellect. p. 104, Para. 1, [170T].

You did not in your prosperity carry out the purposes and resolves you
had made in adversity. The deceitful ness of riches turned your from
your purposes. Cares increased upon you. Your influence becane
extended. As the afflicted realized relief fromsuffering, they
glorified you, and you learned to | ove praise fromthe |ips of poor
nortals. p. 104, Para. 2, [170T].

You were in a popular city, and thought it necessary for the success
of your business, as well as to retain your influence, for your
surroundi ngs to be sonewhat in accordance with your business. But you
carried things to far. You were swayed too nuch by the opinions and
judgment of others. You expended means needlessly, only to gratify the
lust of the eye and the pride of life. You forgot that you were
handl i ng your Lord's noney. \Wen neans were expended by you, which
woul d only encourage vanity, you did not consider that the recording
angel was making a record which you would blush to neet again. Said the
angel, pointing to you, "You glorified yourself, but did not magnify
me." You even gloried in the fact that it was in your power to purchase
these things. p. 104, Para. 3, [170T1].

A large sum has been expended in needl ess things which could only
answer for show, and encourage vanity and pride that will cause you
renorse and shane. p. 104, Para. 4, [170T].

If you had borne in mind the clains Heaven had upon you, and made a
right disposition of the nmeans intrusted to your care, in helping the
needy and i n advancing the cause of present truth, you would have been
| aying up treasure in Heaven, and woul d have been rich toward God. p
105, Para. 1, [170T].

Consi der how nmuch neans you have invested where no one has been really
benefited, no one fed or clothed, and none helped to see the error of
their ways, that they mght turn to Christ and live. p. 105, Para. 2,
[170T].

You have made | arge investnents in uncertain enterprises. Satan

bl i nded your eyes, so that you could not see that the enterprises in
whi ch you have invested so nuch, would yield you no returns. The
eternal enterprise has not awakened your interest. Here you could
expend neans, and run no risks, and neet with no di sappoi ntnments, and
in the end receive i mense profits. Here you could invest in the never-
failing bank of Heaven. Here you coul d bestow your treasures where no

t hi ef approacheth, nor rust corrupteth. This enterprise is eternal, and
is as much higher and nobler than any earthly enterprise as the heavens
are higher than the earth. p. 105, Para. 3, [170T].



Your children were not disciples of Christ. They were in friendship
with the world, and their natural hearts wanted to be Iike worldlings.
The lust of the eye and the pride of life controlled them and its
i nfluence has extended to you. p. 105, Para. 4, [170T].

You have sought nore earnestly to please and gratify your children
than to please and glorify God. You have forgotten the clains God has
upon you, and the wants of his cause. Selfishness has | ed you to expend
nmoney in ornanents, to gratify yourself and your children. You did not
think that this noney was not yours; that it was only lent you, to test
and prove you, to see if you would shun the evils you had marked in
others. p. 105, Para. 5, [170T].

God nmade you his steward, and when he cometh and reckoneth with his
servants, what account can you give of your stewardship? p. 106, Para.
1, [170rT1].

Your faith and sinple trust in God began to wane as soon as means
flowed in upon you. You did not depart from God all at once. Your
backsl i ding was gradual. You ceased the norning and eveni ng devotion
because it was not always convenient. The wi fe of your son caused you
trials of a peculiar, aggravating character, which had considerable to
do in discouraging you fromcontinuing in famly devotions. p. 106,
Para. 2, [170T1].

Look back to the days of your earlier experience; would these trials
then have driven you fromfamly prayer? Your house becane a prayerless
house. Your business was made primary; and the Lord and his truth were
made secondary. p. 106, Para. 3, [170T].

Here, in the neglect of vocal prayer, you lost an influence in your
house whi ch you could have retained. It was your duty to acknow edge
God in your famly irrespective of consequences. Your petitions should
have been offered to God norning and eveni ng. You shoul d have been as
pri est of the househol d, confessing your sins and the sins of your
children. Had you been faithful, God, who had been your guide, would
not have left you to your own wi sdom p. 106, Para. 4, [170T].

Means were expended needl essly for show This sin in others you had
felt deeply grieved over. And while thus using neans, you were robbing
God. Then the Lord said: p. 106, Para. 5, [170T].

"I will scatter. | will permt her for atine to walk in the way of

her own choosing. | will blind judgnment, and renmove wi sdom | wll show
her that her strength is weakness, and her wi sdom foolishness. | wll
hunmbl e her, and open her eyes to see how far she has departed from ne.
If she will not then turn unto ne with her whole heart, and in all her
ways acknow edge nme, ny hand shall scatter, and the pride of the nother
and of the children shall be brought down, and poverty shall again be
their lot. My nane shall be exalted. The | oftiness of man shall be
brought down, and the pride of man shall be laid low" p. 107, Para.

1, [170T1].

This view was given ne Dec. 25, 1865, in the city of Rochester, N.YV.
p. 107, Para. 2, [170T].



Last June, | was shown that the Lord was dealing with you in | ove--
that he now invited you to turn to him that you might live. | was
shown that for years you have felt that you were in a backslidden
state. |If you had been consecrated to God, you nmi ght have done a good
and great work in letting your light shine to others. To every one
there is given a work to do for the Master. To each of his servants are
committed special gifts or talents. "Unto one he gave five talents, to
anot her two, and to another one; to every man according to his severa
ability." Every servant has sone trust for which he is responsible; and
the varied trusts are proportioned to our varied capabilities. p. 107,
Para. 3, [170T].

In dispensing his gifts, God has not dealt with partiality. He has
distributed the talents according to the known powers of his servants,
and he expects corresponding returns. p. 107, Para. 4, [170T].

The Lord inparted to you in your earlier experience talents of

i nfluence, but did not give you talents of nmeans, and therefore did not
expect you in your poverty to bestow that which you had not to give.

Li ke the wi dow, you did give what you could, although, had you

consi dered your own circunstances, you would have felt excused from
doi ng even as nmuch as you did. In your sickness, God did not require
fromyou that active energy of which di sease had deprived you. p. 108,
Para. 1, [170T1].

Though you were restricted in your influence and neans, yet God
accepted your efforts to do good, and to advance his cause, according
to what you had, not according to what you had not. God does not
despi se the hunbl est offering bestowed with readi ness and sincerity.
p. 108, Para. 2, [170T].

You possess an ardent tenperanent. Earnestness in a good cause is

prai seworthy. In your former trials and perplexity, you were obtaining
an experience which was to be of advantage to others. You were zeal ous
in the service of God. You loved to present to those who did not
believe present truth, the evidences of our position. You could speak
with assurance; for these things were a reality to you. The truth was a
part of your being; and those who |istened to your earnest appeals, had
not a doubt of your honesty, but were convicted that these things were
so. p. 108, Para. 3, [170T].

In the providence of God your influence has been extended; and added
to this, God has seen fit to prove you by adding tal ents of neans. You
are laid under double responsibility. p. 108, Para. 4, [170T].

When your condition in |ife began to inprove you said, "As soon as |
can get me a home, | will then donate to the cause of God." But when
you had a home, you saw so many inprovements to nake, to have
everyt hi ng about you conveni ent and pleasant, that you forgot the Lord
and his clainms upon you, and were less inclined to help the cause of
God than in the days of your poverty and affliction. p. 108, Para. 5,
[170T].

You were seeking friendship with the world, and separating further and
further from God. You forgot the exhortation of Christ: "Take heed to
yourselves, lest at any tinme your hearts be overcharged with
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day



come upon you unawares." p. 109, Para. 1, [170T].

"Let himthat thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall." p. 109,
Para. 2, [170T].

There are three watchwords in the Christian life, which nust be heeded
if we would not have Satan steal a march upon us: Watch, Pray, Wrk.
Prayer and watching thereunto are necessary for advancenent in the
divine life. p. 109, Para. 3, [170T].

Never was there a tinme in your history nore inportant than the
present. Your only safety is to live like a watchman. "Watch and pray
al ways." Ch! what a preventive against yielding to tenptation, and the
snares of the world. p. 109, Para. 4, [170T1].

How earnestly should you have been at work the past few years, when
your influence was extensive. p. 109, Para. 5, [170T].

Dear sister, praise of nmen, and the flattery current in the world, has
had greater influence even upon you, than you have been aware of. p.
109, Para. 6, [170T].

You, my sister, have not been inproving your talents--putting them out
to the exchangers. You possess naturally kindly affections and a
generous heart. These have been exercised to a degree, but not as God
requires. The nere having these excellent gifts is not enough; God
requires themto be kept in constant exercise; for through these
qualities he bl esses those who need to be hel ped, and carries forward
his work in the salvation of man. p. 109, Para. 7, [170T].

God will not depend upon niggardly souls to take care of the worthy
poor, nor to sustain his cause. Such are too narrow in mnd, and would
grudge the smallest pittance to the needy in their distress. They would
al so want the cause narrowed down to neet their linmted ideas. To save
means woul d be the prominent idea with them Their means woul d be nore
val uabl e to them than precious souls for whom Christ died. Their |ives,
so far as God and Heaven are concerned, are worse than a bl ank. God
will not trust his inmportant work with them p. 110, Para. 1, [170T].
"Curse ye Meroz," said the angel of God, "curse ye bitterly the
i nhabi tants thereof, because they cane not up to the help of the Lord,
to the help of the Lord against the mghty." Wat had Meroz done?
Not hi ng. This was their sin. The curse of God canme upon them for what
t hey had not done. p. 110, Para. 2, [170T].

The man with a selfish, narrow nmind, is responsible for his

ni ggardl i ness, but those who have kindly affections, generous inpulses,
and a love for souls, are |aid under weighty responsibilities; for if
they | eave these tal ents unenployed and wasti ng, they cone under the
head of unfaithful servants. The nere possession of these gifts is not
enough. Those who have them should realize that their obligation and
responsibility is increased. p. 110, Para. 3, [170T].

The Master will require each of his stewards to give an account of his
st ewardshi p, that he may | earn what they have gained with the talents
entrusted to them Those to whomrewards are given will inpute no nmerit

to thenselves for their diligent trading; they will give all the glory



to God. They speak of that which was delivered to them as "Thy pound”
(not their own). \Wen they speak of their gain, they are careful to
state whence it canme. The capital was advanced by the Master. They have
traded upon it successfully, and return the principal and interest to
the Gver. He rewards their efforts as if the nerit belonged to them
when they owe all to the grace and nmercy of the bountiful Gver. H's
words of unqualified approval fall upon their ears: "WlIl done, good
and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a fewthings, | will
make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
p. 111, Para. 1, [170T].

To you, ny sister, are comritted talents of influence, and tal ents of
nmoney; and your responsibility is great. You should nove cautiously,
and in the fear of God. Your wi sdomis weakness, but the wi sdom from
above is strong. The Lord designs to enlighten your darkness, and again
give you a glinpse of the heavenly treasure, that you nmay have sone
sense of the conparative value of both worlds, and then | eave you to
choose between this world and the eternal inheritance. p. 111, Para.

2, [170T1].

| saw that there was yet opportunities to return to the fold. Jesus
has redeened you by his own blood, and he requires you to enploy your
talents in his service. You have not become hardened to the influence
of the Holy Spirit. The truth of God when presented, will neet a
response in your heart. p. 111, Para. 3, [170T].

| saw that you should study every nmove. You should do nothing rashly.
Let God be your counselor. God | oves your children, and it is right
that you should love them but it is not right to give themthe place
in your affections that God clains. They have kind impul ses and
gener ous purposes. They possess noble traits of character. If they
woul d only see their need of a Saviour, and bow at the foot of the
cross, they mght exert an influence for good. They are now | overs of
pl easure nore than |overs of God. They now stand in the eneny's ranks,
under the bl ack banner of Satan. Jesus invites themto cone to him to
| eave the ranks of the eneny, and stand under the bl oodstai ned banner
of the cross of Christ. p. 112, Para. 1, [170T].

This will look to themlike a work they cannot perform for it wll
require too much self-denial. They have no experinental know edge of
the way. Those who have engaged in their country's warfare, and been
subj ected to the hardships, and toils, and perils of a soldier's life,
shoul d be the last to hesitate and nmani fest cowardice in this great

warfare for everlasting life. In this case they will be fighting for a
crown of life, and an i mortal inheritance. Their wages will be sure,
and their gain, when the war is over, will be everlasting life,

happi ness unal | oyed, and an eternal weight of glory. p. 112, Para. 2,
[170T].

Satan will oppose every effort they may make. He will present the
world before themin its nost attractive light, as he did to the
Saviour of the world when he tenpted himforty days in the w | derness.
Christ overcane all the tenptations of Satan, and so may your children.
They are serving a hard master. The wages of sin is death. They cannot
afford to sin. They will find it expensive business. They will neet
with eternal loss in the end. They will |ose the mansions Jesus has
gone to prepare for those who love him They will lose that life which



neasures with the Iife of God. And this is not all. They nust suffer
the wath of an offended God. They have withheld fromhimtheir
service, and given all their efforts to his worst eneny. Your children
have not yet had clear light, and condemation only follows the
rejection of light. p. 112, Para. 3, [170T].

If professed Christians were all sincere and earnest in their efforts
to pronote the glory of God, what a stir would be nade in the eneny's
ranks. Satan in his work is earnest and sincere. He does not want souls
saved. He does not want his power upon them broken. Satan does not
merely pretend. He is in earnest. He beholds Christ inviting souls to
come to himthat they may have life, and he is earnest and zealous in
his efforts to prevent them from accepting the invitation. He wll
| eave no neans untried to prevent themfromleaving his ranks, and
standing in the ranks of Jesus Christ. Wiy cannot Christ's professed
foll owers do as nuch for himas his enenies do against hin? Wiy not do
all they can? Satan does all he can to keep souls from Christ. He was
once an honored angel in Heaven, and although he has | ost his holiness,
he has not |ost his power. He exerts his power with terrible effect. He
does not wait for his prey to cone to him He hunts for it. He goeth to
and fro in the earth like a roaring |lion seeking whom he may devour. He
does not always wear the ferocious |ook of the |ion, but when he can
work to better effect he will transformhinself into an angel of |ight.
He can readily exchange the roar of the lion for the npbst persuasive
argunents, and for the softest whisper. He has |egions of angels to aid

himin his work. He will conceal his snares, and allure by pleasing
deception. He will charm and del ude many by flattering their vanity. He
will, through his agents, present the pleasures of the world in an

attractive light, and strew the path to hell with tenpting flowers, and
soul s are charned and ruined. For every step that they advance in the
downward road, Satan has sone special tenptation to |l ead them stil
farther on the wong track. p. 113, Para. 1, [170T].

If your children were controlled by religious principles, they would
be fortified against the vice and corruption surrounding themin this

degenerate age. God will be to thema tower of strength if they wil
put their trust in him "Let himtake hold of nmy strength, that he may
make peace with me; and he shall make peace with nme." The Lord will be
the guide of their youth if they will believe and trust in him p

114, Para. 1, [170T].

My dear sister, the Lord has been very nerciful to you and your
famly. You are laid under obligation to your Heavenly Father to praise
and glorify his holy name upon the earth. In order to continue in his
| ove you should | abor constantly for hunbl eness of m nd, and that neek
and quiet spirit which is in the sight of God of great price. p. 114,
Para. 2, [170T].

Your strength in God will increase while you consecrate all to hinm so
that you can say with confidence, "W shall separate us fromthe | ove
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or fam ne, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?" "For | am persuaded that neither death nor |ife, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor hight, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us fromthe love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
EEGW p. 114, Para. 3, [170T].



Epi stl e Nunber Five. p. 115, Para. 1, [170T].

Bro. ----: | have been shown in vision the dangers of youth. Your case
was presented before ne. | saw that you had not adorned your

prof essi on. You m ght have done good, and your exanple m ght have been
a blessing to the youth with whom you have associ ated, but alas! you
have not had your innpbst soul converted to God. If you had taken the
course a consistent Christian should, your relatives and your friends
woul d have been influenced by your godly course to follow in your
footsteps. My brother, your heart is not right with God; your thoughts
are not elevated; you permt your mind to run in a wong channel. Your
noral s have not taken a high, pure tone. Your habits have been such as
to injure your bodily health, and have been death to spirituality. You
cannot prosper in religious things until you are converted. p. 115,
Para. 2, [170T1].

When you realize the transfornming influence of the power of God upon

the heart, it will be seen in your life. You have | acked a religious
experience, but it is not too late for you now to seek God with
earnest, heart-felt cries, "What shall | do to be saved?" You can never

be a true Christian until you are thoroughly converted. You have been a
| over of pleasure nore than a | over of God. You have been seeking after
pl easure, but have you found real enjoynent in this course? You have
sought to nmake yoursel f agreeable to young, inexperienced girls. You
have had your mind so nmuch upon them you could not direct it upward to
God and Heaven. p. 115, Para. 3, [170T].

"Cl eanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify your hearts, ye
doubl em nded. " This exhortation is applicable to you. You need to |earn
the ways, and will, and works, of God. You need pure and undefiled
religion. Cease to do evil, and learn to do well. The bl essing of God
cannot rest upon you until you beconme nore |like Christ. You need to
cultivate devotional feelings. p. 116, Para. 1, [170T].

| am pained as | see the |ack of godliness with the young. Satan takes
the mnd and turns it in a channel which is corrupt. A self-deception
is upon many of the young. They think they are Christians, but have
never been converted. Until this work shall be wrought in them they
wi || not understand the nystery of godliness. "There is no peace to the
wi cked." God requires truth and sincerity of heart. God sees and pities
you, with the youth in general, who are eagerly follow ng childish
toys, and wasting short and precious tine for things of no val ue.
Christ has bought you at a dear price, and offers you grace and gl ory
if you will receive it; but you turn fromthe precious prom se of the
gift of everlasting |life, to the meager and unsatisfactory pl easures of
earth. p. 116, Para. 2, [170T].

Your labor in this direction will bring no profit, but great loss. The
wages of sin is death. Life and Heaven are before you, but you seem not
to know their value. You have not neditated upon the precious things of
Heaven. If the inestinmable |ove of Christ be turned from if Heaven,
and glory, and everlasting life, be considered of little value, what
notive can we present to nmove? what inducenent to charn? WIIl the
foolish sports and a round of exciting pleasures attract the mnd, and
separate from God, and deaden the heart to his fear? p. 117, Para. 1
[170T].



Oh! | beg of you, who have so little interest in holy things, to
closely investigate your own heart. Oh! what plea will you nake before
God, for your worldly, unconsecrated life? You will, in that dread day,
have no plea to make. You will be speechl ess. Think, oh, think, in your
pl easur e- seeki ng hours, all these things have an end. Did you have
correct views of life, endless life with God, how quickly would you
turn froma |ife of pleasure and sin; how quickly would you change your
m nd, and your course, and your conpany, and turn the strength of your
affection to God and heavenly things. How resolutely would you scorn to
yield to tenptations which have deceived and captivated you. How
earnest and zeal ous woul d be your efforts for the blessed |live. How
earnest and persevering would be your prayers to God for his grace to
abi de upon you, for his power to sustain you, and to help you resist
the Devil. How diligent would you be to inprove every religious
privilege to learn the ways and will of God. How careful would you be
in meditating upon the Iaw of God, and in conparing your life with its
clainms. How fearful would you be, lest you sin in word or deed; and how
earnest to grow in grace and true holiness. Your conversation would not
be on trifling things, but in Heaven. Then glorious and eternal things
woul d open before you, and you would not rest until you should increase
nore and nore in spirituality. p. 117, Para. 2, [170T].

But earthly things claimyour attention, and God is forgotten. |
implore you to face right about, and to seek the Lord, that he nay be
found of you; call upon himwhile he is near. EGW p. 118, Para. 1,
[170rT1].

Epi stl e Nunber Six. p. 118, Para. 2, [170T].

Dear Bro. ----: Wiile at ---- ---- one week ago, we | abored for your
interest. | had been shown your dangers, and we were desirous of saving
you; but we see you have not had strength to carry out the resol utions
there made. | amtroubled over the matter, and fear that | was not as
faithful as | should have been in bringing all | knew of your case
before you. Sonme things | withheld fromyou. While in Battle Creek in
June, | was again shown that you were not neking any advance, and the

reason you were not is because you have not nade a clean track behind
you. You do not enjoy religion; you have departed from God and

ri ght eousness. You have been seeki ng happiness in the wong way--in
forbi dden pl easures; and you have not noral courage to confess your
sins, and forsake them that you may find nercy. p. 118, Para. 3,
[170T].

You did not put sin away; you did not view it heinous in the sight of
God. You did not make thorough work; and when the eneny came in with
his tenmptations, you did not resist him Had you seen how of fensive sin
was in the sight of God, you would not have so readily yielded to
tenptation. You were not so thoroughly converted as to abhor your life
of sin and folly. sin yet seened pleasant unto you. You were loth to
yield up its delusive pleasures. Your innmpst soul was not converted,
and you soon | ost that which you had gained. p. 119, Para. 1, [170T].

Personal vanity in your case, as well as in nany others, has been a
speci al hindrance to you. You have ever had a |ove of praise. This has
been a snare to you. Your professed friends have shown a specia
pl easure in your society, which has gratified you. Soft and synpathetic
wonen have praised you, and appeared charnmed with your society; and you



have felt a fascinating power upon you in their conpany. You did not
realize while spending your hours in pleasure-seeking, which bel onged
to your famly, that Satan was weaving his net about your feet. p.
119, Para. 2, [170T].

Satan has tenptations laid for every step of your life. You have not
been as econom cal of nmeans as you shoul d have been. You hate
stinginess. This is all right; but you go to the opposite extrene, and
your course has been marked with prodigality. p. 119, Para. 3, [170T].

Christ taught a lesson to his disciples in feeding the five thousand.
He wrought a great miracle, and fed that vast multitude with five

| oaves and two small fishes. After all had been satisfied, he did not
then regard the fragnents indifferently, as if they were beneath his
dignity to notice. He who had power to work so notable a mracle, and
to give food to so large a conpany, said to his disciples, "Gather up
the fragnents, that nothing be lost." This is a lesson to us all, which
we should not disregard. p. 119, Para. 4, [170T].

You have a great work before you, and you cannot afford to waste

anot her monent of tine wi thout taking hold of the work. Bro. ----, | am
al armed for you; but | know that God | oves you still, although your
course has been wayward. |If he did not have a special |love for you, he
woul d not present your dangers before me as he has. You have engaged in
jesting and sporting with nen and wonen who have not the fear of God
before them Wak-headed and unprincipl ed superficial wonmen have
retained you in their presence, and you were like a charmed bird. You
seenmed fascinated. Angels of God were upon your track, and faithfully
recorded every act, every instance of wong, of departure fromvirtue's
path. p. 120, Para. 1, [170T].

Yes, every act, however secret you nmay have thought you were inits
committal, has been open to God, to Christ, and to the holy angels. A
book is witten of all the doings of the children of nen. Not an item
of this record of acts can be concealed. p. 120, Para. 2, [170T].

There is only one provision made for the transgressor. Faithfu
repentance and confession of sin, and faith in the cleansing bl ood of
Christ, will bring forgiveness, and pardon will be witten against his
name. p. 120, Para. 3, [170T].

O ny brother, had you nade thorough work one year ago, the past
preci ous year need not have been to you worse than a bl ank. You knew
your Master's will, but did it not. You are in a perilous condition.
Your sensibilities have been blunted to spiritual things; you have a
vi ol ated consci ence. Your influence is not to gather, but to scatter
You have no special interest in religious exercises. You are not a
happy man. Your wife would unite her interest with the people of Cod,
if you would get out of her way. She needs your help. WII you take
hold of this work together? p. 120, Para. 4, [170T].

Last June, | saw that your only hope of breaking the chain of your
bondage was a renoval from your associates. You had yielded to Satan's
tenptations until you were a weak man. You were a |over of pleasure
nore than a |l over of God. You were fast traveling the downward path.
And | have been di sappoi nted that you have continued in the sane
indifferent state in which you have been for years. p. 121, Para. 1,



[170T].

You have known and experienced the |ove of God; and it has been your
delight to do his will. You have delighted in the study of the word of
God. You have been punctual at the prayer-neetings. Your testinony has
been froma heart which felt the quickening influences of the |ove of
Christ. p. 121, Para. 2, [170T1].

But you have |ost your first |ove. God now calls upon you to repent,
to be zealous in the work. Your eternal happiness will be determ ned by
the course you now pursue. Can you reject the invitations of mercy now
of fered? Can you choose your own way? WIIl you cherish pride and
vanity, and | ose your soul at last? The word of God plainly tells us

how few wi || be saved, and that the greatest nunmber of even those who
are called, will prove thenselves unworthy of everlasting life. They
wi |l have no part in Heaven, but will have their portion with Satan

and experience the second death. p. 121, Para. 3, [170T].

Men and wonen may escape this doomif they will. It is true, Satan is
the great originator of sin; yet this does not excuse any nman for
sinning; for he cannot force nmen to do evil. He tenpts themto it, and
mekes sin | ook enticing and pleasant; but he has to leave it to their
own wills whether they will do it or not. He does not force nen to
become i ntoxicated, neither does he take hold of them and conpel them
by force to remain away fromreligious neetings; but he will present
tenptations in a manner to allure to evil, and man is a free nora
agent to accept or refuse. p. 122, Para. 1, [170T].

Conversion is a work that nost do not appreciate. It is not a small
matter to transforman earthly, sin-loving mnd, and bring it up to
Heaven, to understand the unspeakable |ove of Christ and the charnms of

his grace, and the excellency of God, till his soul is inbued with
divine | ove, and captivated with the heavenly nysteries. Wen he
under stands these things, his former life will appear disgusting and

hateful . He hates sin. He breaks his heart before God, and enbraces
Christ as the life and joy of the soul. He renounces his forner

pl easures. He has a new m nd, new affections, new interest, new wll.
His sorrows, and desires, and love, are all new. The lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, which have heretofore been
preferred before Christ, are now turned from and Christ is clained as
the charmof his life, his crown of rejoicing. Heaven, which possessed
no charns, is nowviewed in its riches and glory; and he contenpl ates
it as his future hone, where he shall see, |ove, and prai se H m who
hath redeemed him by his precious bl ood. The works of holiness which
appeared wearisone, are now his delight. The word of God, which was
dull and uninteresting, is now chosen as his study, the man of his
counsel. It is as a letter witten to himfrom God, bearing the
inscription of the Eternal. His thoughts, his words, and his deeds are
brought to this rule and tested. He trenbles at the commands and
threatenings, while he firmy grasps the prom ses, and strengthens his
soul by appropriating themto hinmself. p. 122, Para. 2, [170T].

The society of the nost godly is now chosen by him and the w cked,
whose conpany he once | oved, he no |onger delights in. He weeps over
the sins in them at which he once | aughed. Self-love and vanity are
renounced, and he lives unto God, and is rich in good works. This is
the sanctification God requires. Nothing short of this will he accept.



p. 123, Para. 1, [170T].

| beg of you, ny brother, to enter into an earnest search of your

heart, and inquire, What road am | traveling, and where will it end?
You have reason to rejoice that your |ife has not been cut off while
you have no certain hope of eternal life. God forbid that you should

| onger neglect this work, and so perish in your sins. Do not flatter
your soul with fal se hopes. You see no way to get hold again, but one
so humbl e that you cannot consent to accept it. p. 123, Para. 2
[170T].

Christ presents to you, even to you, ny erring brother, a nessage of
mercy, "Cone, for all things are now ready.” God is ready to accept

you, and pardon all your transgressions, if you will but come. Though
you have been a prodigal, and have separated from God, and staid away
fromhimso long, he will nmeet you even now. Yes; the Mjesty of Heaven

invites you to cone to him that you may have life. Christ is ready to
cl eanse you fromsin when you lay hold upon him Wat profit have you
found in serving sin? what profit in serving the flesh and the Devil?
Is it not poor wages you receive? Oh! turn ye, turn ye; for why will ye
die? p. 123, Para. 3, [170T].

You have had nmany convictions and nmany pangs of conscience. You have
had so many purposes, and made so nmany proni ses; and yet you |inger
you will not conme to Christ, that you may have life. Oh! that your
heart may feel, and be inpressed with, a sense of this tine, that you
may now turn and |ive. Cannot you hear the voice of the true Shepherd
in this nessage? How can you di sobey? Trifle not with God, |est he
| eave you to your own crooked ways. It is |life or death with you. Which
will you choose? It is a fearful thing to contend with, and resist,
God. You may have the | ove of God burning upon the altar of your heart
as you have once felt it. You nmay commune with God as you have done.
You may agai n experience the riches of his grace, and your countenance
express his love, if you will nake a clean track behind you. p. 124,
Para. 1, [170T].

It is not required of you to confess to those who know not your sin
and errors. It is not your duty to publish a confession which will |ead
unbel i evers to triunph; but to those to whomit is proper, who wl
take no advantage of your wrong, confess according to the word of God,
and let thempray for you, and God will accept your work, and will hea
you. For your soul's sake, be entreated to nmake thorough work for
eternity. Lay aside your pride, your vanity, and nake strai ght work.
Conme back again to the fold. The Shepherd is waiting to receive you.
Repent, and do your first works, and again conme into favor with Cod.
EEGW p. 124, Para. 2, [170T].

Epi stl e Nunber Seven. p. 125, Para. 1, [170T].

Bro. ----: Last June, your case was presented before ne in vision.
have been constantly pressed with | abor, so that | could not possibly
write out the things shown ne of individual cases. | wish to wite what

| have to wite, before | hear any account of matters in regard to your
case; for Satan m ght suggest doubts to your mind. This is his work.
p. 125, Para. 2, [170T1].

I was pointed back to your past life, and was shown that God had been



very merciful to you, in enlightening your eyes to see his truth,
rescui ng you fromyour perilous condition of doubt and uncertainty,
establishing your faith, and settling your m nd, upon the eterna

truths of God's word. He established your feet upon the rock, and for a
time you felt grateful and hunble. For sone tine you have been
separating yourself from God. p. 125, Para. 3, [170T].

When you were little in your own eyes, then you were bel oved of God.
Musi ¢ has been a snare to you. You are naturally troubled with self-
esteem and have exalted ideas of your own abilities. Teaching nusic
has been an injury to you. Many wonen have confided their famly
difficulties to your ear. This has been an injury to you. It has
exalted you, and led you to greater self-esteem p. 125, Para. 4,
[170T].

In your owmn fam |y, you have occupied a dignified, and rather haughty,
position. There are defects in your wife, of which you are aware. They
have led to bad results. She is not naturally a housekeeper. Her
education in this direction has to be acquired. She has inproved sone,
and should apply herself earnestly to make great inprovenents. She
| acks order, taste, and neatness, in housekeeping and dress. It would
be pleasing to God if she should train her m nd upon these things
wherein she | acks. She does not have good governnent in her famly. She
is too yielding. she does not maintain her decisions. She is swerved by
the desires and clains of her children, and yields her judgnment to
theirs. Instead of trying to inprove in these respects, as it is her
duty to do, she is glad of a opportunity, or an excuse, to rel ease
hersel f from her hone cares and responsibilities, and pernmits others to
performthe duties in her famly that she shoul d educate herself to
| ove to do. She cannot perform her part as a wife and mother, until she
shal |l educate herself in this direction. Practice, in these things,
wi |l give her experience, and confidence in her own ability to perform
her duties aright. She | acks confidence in herself. She is timd, and
fearing, and distrustful of herself. She has a very poor opinion of
what she does, and this discourages her from doi ng. She needs
encour agenent. She needs words of tenderness and affection. She has a
good spirit. She is good at heart. She is meek and quiet. The Lord
| oves her. Yet she should make thorough efforts to correct these evils
which tend to make her famly unhappy. p. 126, Para. 1, [170T].

You, Bro. ----, have an organismdifferent fromyour wife's. You have
a love for order and neatness, and a nice taste, and have quite good
governnment. You are opposite in your organizations. You, as a husband,
are rather stiff and stern. You fail to take a course to encourage
confidence and familiarity in your wife. The deficiencies in your wfe
have |l ed you to regard her as inferior to yourself, and have al so
caused your wife to feel that you thus regarded her. God esteens her
nmore highly than yourself; for your ways are crooked before him For
the sake of her husband and children, and for other reasons, she should
seek to correct her deficiencies, and inprove in those things wherein
she now fails. She can do it, if she will try hard enough. p. 127,
Para. 1, [170T].

God is displeased with disorder, slackness, and a |l ack of
t hor oughness, in any one. These deficiencies are serious evils, and
tend to wean the affections of the husband fromthe wi fe, when the
husbands | oves order, well-disciplined children, and a well-regul ated



house. A wife and nother cannot nmake honme agreeabl e and happy, unless
she possesses a love for order, and preserves her dignity, and has good
government; therefore, all who fail on these points should begin at
once to educate thenselves in this direction, and cultivate the very
things wherein is their greatest lack. Discipline will do nuch for
those who are lacking in these essential qualifications. Sr. ---- gives
up to these failings, and thinks that she cannot do otherw se than she
does. After she has made a trial, and fails to see decided inprovenent
in herself, she is discouraged. This nmust not be. The happi ness of
hersel f and her famly depend upon her arousing herself, and working

wi th earnestness and zeal to nake a decided reformation in these

t hi ngs. She nust put on confidence and deci sion; put on the woman. Her
nature is to shrink fromanything untried. No one can be nore ready and
willing than herself to do, where she thinks she can succeed. If she
fails in her new effort, she nust try, try again. She can earn the
respect of her husband and children. p. 127, Para. 2, [170T].

I was shown that self-exaltation has caused Bro. ---- to stunble. He
has exercised a certain dignity, savoring of severity, in his famly,
and toward his wife. This has shut her fromhim She felt that she
coul d not approach him and has been, in her married Iife, nmore like a
child, fearing a stern, dignified father, than a wife. She has |oved,
| ooked up to, respected, and idolized her husband, notw thstanding your
| ack of encouragi ng her confidence. Bro. ----, you should, in your
married |life, pursue a course that woul d encourage your timd,
shrinking wife to | ean upon your |arge affections, which would give you
a chance, in a delicate, affectionate nmanner, to correct the errors
existing in your wife, as far as you are capable of so doing, and to
inspire her with confidence in herself. p. 128, Para. 1, [170T].

I was shown that you had not possessed that |ove for your wife that
you shoul d. Satan has taken advantage of her defects and your errors,
to work for the destruction of your famly. You have suffered shanme of
your wife to cone into your heart. Respect began to grow |l ess and | ess
for her whom you had vowed to | ove and cherish until death should part
you. p. 128, Para. 2, [170T1].

Oct. 25, 1868, your case was again presented before nme. | was shown
that evil thoughts and unl awful desires have led to inproper acts, and
a violations of the conmandnments of God. You have di shonored yourself,
your wife, and the cause of God. You could have exerted an influence
for good in the cause of God. The pursuance of a wong course in
matters that you thought were of little consequence, |led to greater
evils. p. 129, Para. 1, [170T].

Bro. ----, you are now in danger of naking total shipweck of your
faith. You have sinned greatly. Your sin has since been tenfold in
seeking to cover up, and blind the eyes of those who have suspected you
of wong. All have not acted as prudently and with that | ove and care
that the Lord woul d have been pleased to have them in order to redeem
you. But when you tried to put on an air of injured innocency, did you
think that God could not see your wong course? Did you think that He
who nade man out of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, could not discern the intents and purposes
of the heart? You have thought that if you should confess your sin, you
woul d | ose your honor--your life, as it were. You thought that your
bret hren woul d have no confidence in you. You have not viewed matters



inthe right light. It is a shane to sin, but an honor to confess the
sin, every tinme. p. 129, Para. 2, [170T].

Angel s of God have kept a faithful record of every act, however secret
you may have thought you were in its commttal. God discerns the

purposes of man, and all his works. Every nman will be rewarded
according as his works have been, whether good or evil. That which a
man sows will he also reap. There will be no failure in the crop. The

harvest is sure and plentiful. p. 129, Para. 3, [170T].

You have tried to blind your brethren in regard to your course. How
could you do so, when you knew that you were not clear in the sight of
God, but guilty before hinf If you value your soul's salvation, meke
t horough work for eternity. p. 130, Para. 1, [170T].

You will have to nmake a clean track behind you by thorough confession.
You need a thorough conversion--a transformation of self by the
renewi ng of your mind. Your self-esteem nust be overconme. You mnust
learn to esteem others better than yourself. Your exalted opinion of
your acquirenments must be given up, and you nust obtain a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. p. 130,
Para. 2, [170T].

You have possessed a spirit which has led you fromthe path of
rectitude, and now you are troubl ed. Doubts and fears and despair seize
you. There is but one way out, and that is by the way of confession.
Your only hope is in falling on the rock and being broken to pieces; if
you do not, it will surely fall upon you and grind you to powder. You
can now right your wongs. You can now redeemthe past. By a life of
goodness and true hum lity, you can yet walk with acceptance before God
in your famly. God help you to work as for your life, in view of the
Judgnent. p. 130, Para. 3, [170T].

Dear Bro. ----, | feel deeply interested for you. You have been for
some time wal king in darkness. You have not arrived at your present
state of darkness all at once. You have been | eaving the |ight
gradual ly. You became exalted, and then, as you felt sufficient in your
own strength, the Lord renoved his strength fromyou. p. 130, Para. 4,
[170T].

You have been interested in music. This has given incautious, unw se
wonmen opportunity, and they have confided their troubles to you. You
have felt your pride gratified, but it has been a snare to you. It has
opened a door for the suggestions of Satan. You have not done as you
shoul d. You had no right to hear in famlies that which has been spoken
to you. These conmuni cations have corrupted your mind, increased your
self-esteem and led to evil thoughts. You have pernmitted yourself to
be as a confessor to sone sentinental women who desired synpathy, and
wi shed to | ean upon others. Had they possessed sound judgnent, and
stood self-reliant, having an aimin |ife, loving to do others good,
they woul d not have been in a condition where they needed to cone to
any one for synpathy. p. 131, Para. 1, [170T].

You know not the deceptions of the human heart. You know not the

devi ces of Satan. Sone who have drawn | argely upon your synpathy, have

a sickly, diseased imagination, are |ove-sick, sentinmental, ever eager

to create a sensation, and make a great ado. Some are dissatisfied with



their married |ife. There is not enough romance in it. Novel reading
has perverted all the good sense they ever had. They live in an

i magi nary world. Their imagination creates a husband for thenselves,
such as exists only in romances found in novels. They tal k of
unrequited | ove. They are never contented or happy, because their

i magi nations are picturing to thema life that is unreal. Wen they
face the realities, and come down to the sinplicity of real life, take
up life's burdens in their famlies, as is wonen's lot, then they wll
find contentnent and happiness. p. 131, Para. 2, [170T1].

You have cherished thoughts that were not right. These thoughts have
borne fruit. "OQut of the abundance of the heart the nouth speaketh.”
Your words are not always chaste, pure, and elevated. "Let no corrupt
communi cation proceed out of your nmouth.” Guile is too often found in
your nouth--1ow expressions that proceed froma heart cherishing
corrupt thoughts and evil desires. p. 132, Para. 1, [170T].

You have been for sone time turned fromthe path of rectitude and
purity. You know your course has been displeasing to God. You know t hat
these things cannot be hid. God will not permt his people to be
deceived in your case. p. 132, Para. 2, [170T].

You know that you are transgressing the |law of God. Your great sinis
in enlisting the synpathies of those who do not understand your crooked
course, and by thus doing, dividing the judgnent of the people who
profess the truth. p. 132, Para. 3, [170T].

We pity you. My heart aches for you. | see nothing before you but
perdition. Nothing but utter shipweck of faith. p. 132, Para. 4,
[170T].

W Il you cover your sins and brave the matter out? God says you shal
not prosper. He that confesseth and forsaketh his sins shall find
mercy. WIIl you choose death? WII you shut the kingdom of Heaven
agai nst yoursel f because you will not yield your w cked pride? p. 132,
Para. 5, [170T].

Your only hope is in confessing your backslidings from God. God has
et the Iight shine upon your pathway. WII you choose your own course
of corruption? WIIl you cast the truth behind you because it will not
sustain you in a course of iniquity? Ch! be entreated to "Rend your
heart, and not your garnents." Make thorough work for eternity. p
132, Para. 6, [170T].

God will be merciful to you. He will be entreated in your behal f. He
wi |l not despise a broken and contrite spirit. WIIl you turn? WIIl you
live? Your soul is worth saving. Your soul is precious. W wish to help
you. p. 133, Para. 1, [170T1].

| saw that you were not happy. You are not at rest. You fee
di stressed, and yet you refuse to take the only course you can take,

that will bring you relief and hope. He that confesseth and forsaketh
his sins, shall find nercy. Your condition is deplorable, and you are
greatly injuring the cause of God. Your influence will destroy others

besi des yourself. p. 133, Para. 2, [170T].

If you refuse to cone to God and confess your backslidings that he may



heal you, there is nothing to be hoped for you, or your poor fanmly, in
the future. Msery will follow upon the steps of sin. God's hand will

be agai nst you, and he will |eave you to be controlled by Satan, and be
|l ed captive by himat his will. You know not to what |engths you may
go. You will be like a man at sea wi thout an anchor. The truth of God

is an anchor. You are breaking away fromthe truth. Your eterna
interests are being sacrificed to the lust of the flesh, the |ust of
the eyes, and the pride of life. p. 133, Para. 3, [170T].

You are on the point of breaking the bonds which would save you from
utter destruction. In seeking to save your life by concealing your
wrongs you are losing it. p. 133, Para. 4, [170T].

If you now hunbl e yourself before God, confess your wongs, and return
to himwith full purpose of heart, yours can yet be a happy famly. If
you will not do this, but choose your own ways, your happiness is at an
end. p. 133, Para. 5, [170T].

You have a great work to do. You have been too slack in your
deportnent. Your words have not been el evated, chaste, and pure. You
have been separating fromthe divine, and cultivating the | ower order
of your passions. The intellectual and noble powers of your m nd have
been brought down into subjection to the aninmal. You have not pursued a
right course for sone tinme. You have not abstained fromevery
appearance of evil. You are not safe to pursue this course any |onger
p. 134, Para. 1, [170T].

You have not |oved your wife as you should. She is a good wonan. She
has seen, in a small neasure, your danger. But you cl osed your ear to
her cautions. You have thought her jealous, but this is not her nature.
She | oves you, and will bear with you, and forgive you, and | ove you,
notwi t hstandi ng the deep wong you have done her, if you will only
press to the light, and make clean work in the past. p. 134, Para. 2,
[170T].

You nust have a thorough conversion; unless you do, all your past
efforts to obey the truth will not save you, nor cover up your past
wrongs. Jesus requires of you a thorough reformation, then he wll
hel p, and bl ess, and | ove you, and blot out your sins in his own npst
preci ous bl ood. You can redeemthe past. You can correct your ways, and
yet be an honor to the cause of God. You can do good when you take hold
of the strength of God, and in his name work; work for your own
sal vation, and for the good of others. p. 134, Para. 3, [170T].

Yours can yet be a happy famly. Your wi fe needs your help. She is
like a clinging vine. She wants to | ean upon your strength. You can
hel p her, and |l ead her along. You should never censure your w fe. Never
reprove her, if her efforts are not what you think they should be.
Encourage her by words of tenderness and |love. p. 135, Para. 1,
[170T].

You have put your help in the house, before your w fe. Your courteous
acts have been nore to others than to her. You can help your wife to
preserve her dignity and self-respect. Never praise the work or acts of
ot hers before your wife, to nake her feel her deficiencies. You have
been harsh and unfeeling in this respect. p. 135, Para. 2, [170T].



God | oves your wi fe. She has suffered, and he has noticed all, marked
it all, and will not hold you guiltless for the wounds you have caused.
p. 135, Para. 3, [170T].

It is neither wealth, not intellect, that gives happiness. It is noral
worth. p. 135, Para. 4, [170T1].

True goodness is accounted of Heaven as true greatness. The condition
of the noral affections determne the worth of the man. A man may have
property and intellect, and yet be val uel ess, because the glowing fire
of goodness has never burned upon the altar of his heart, because his
consci ence has been seared, blackened and crisped with selfishness and
sin. p. 135, Para. 5, [170T1].

When the lust of the flesh is controlling the man, and the evi

passi ons of the carnal nature are permitted to rule, skepticismin
regard to the realities of the Christian religion is encouraged, and
doubts are expressed as though it was a special virtue to doubt. p.
135, Para. 6, [170T].

The life of Sol onon might have been remarkable until its close if
virtue had been preserved. But he surrendered this special grace to
lustful passion. In his youth he | ooked to God for guidance. He trusted
in him and God chose for him and wi sdom was given to him-w sdomt hat
astoni shed the world. Hs power and wi sdom were extolled throughout the
land. H's | ove of wonen was his sin. This passion he did not control in
his manhood. It proved a snare to him His wives led himinto idolatry,
and the wi sdom God had given himwas renoved when he began to descend
the declivity of Iife, he lost his firmess of character, and becane
nore |ike the giddy youth, wavering between right and wong. He yiel ded
his principles, and place hinself in the current of evil, and thus
separated hinself from God, the foundati on and source of his strength.
He was a nman who had noved from princi ple. Wsdom had been nore
precious to himthan the gold of Ophir. But alas! |ustful passions got
the victory. He was deceived and ruined through wonen. What a | esson
for watchful ness! What a testinmony as to the need of strength from God
to the very last. p. 135, Para. 7, [170T].

In the battle with inward corruptions and outward tenptations, even
the wi se and powerful Solonpon was vanqui shed. It is not safe to permt
the | east departure fromthe strictest integrity. "Abstain from all
appearance of evil." p. 136, Para. 1, [170T1].

When a worman rel ates her family troubles, or conplains of her husband,
to another man, she violates her marriage vows, she di shonors her
husband, and breaks down the wall erected to preserve the sanctity of
the marriage relation; she throws w de open the door, and invites Satan
to enter with his insidious tenptations. This is just as Satan would
have it. p. 136, Para. 2, [170T].

If a woman comes to a Christian brother with a tale of her woes, her
di sappoi ntrments, and trials, he should ever advise her, if she nust
confide her trouble to sonme one, to select sisters for her confidents,
and then there will be no appearance of evil, whereby the cause of God
may suffer reproach. p. 137, Para. 1, [170T].

Remenmber Sol onon. Anong many nations there was no king like him



bel oved of his God. He fell. He was |ed from God and becane corrupt

t hrough the indul gence of lustful passions. This is the prevailing sin
of this age, and its progress is fearful. Professed Sabbat h-keepers are
not clean. There are those who profess to believe the truth who are
corrupt at heart. God will prove them and their folly and sin shall be
made mani fest. None but the pure and lowy can dwell in his presence.
"Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his
holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully." "Lord, who
shal | abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He
that wal keth uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the
truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth
evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach agai nst his neighbor. In
whose eyes a vile person is contemed; but he honoreth themthat fear
the Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. He that
putteth not out his nmoney to usury, nor taketh reward agai nst the

i nnocent. He that doeth these things shall never be noved." EEGW p.
137, Para. 2, [170T1].

Epi stl e Nunber Eight. p. 138, Para. 1, [170T].

Dear Friend ----: In the last vision given ne, | saw that you had
faults to correct. It is necessary for you to see these before you will
make the required effort to correct them | saw that you had nuch to

| earn, which God can approve. From your childhood you have been a
waywar d boy, disposed to have your own way, and to follow your own

m nd. You have not loved to yield your wishes and will to those who
have the care of you. This is the experience you nust obtain. p. 138,
Para. 2, [170T].

Your danger is increased by the spirit of independence and self-
confidence, connected, as of course it nust be, with inexperience,
whi ch young nen of your age are apt to assume when they have not their
own dear parents to watch over them and stir the tender chords of
affection in the soul. You feel that it is tinme for you to think and
act for yourself. "I am capable of judging, discrimnating, and

det erm ni ng, between right and wong. | have rights, and I will stand
for them | am capable of form ng nmy own plans of action. Who has
authority to interfere with ne?" These have been sone of your thoughts,
and you are encouraged in them by youth who are about your age. p.
138, Para. 3, [170T].

You feel that you nay assert your liberty, and act |ike a nman. These
feelings and thoughts | ead to wong action. You have not a subm ssive
spirit. Wse is that young man and highly blest, who feels it to be his
duty to look up to his parents, if he have them if not, to his
guardian, or to those with whom he |ives, as counselors, as conforters,
and, in sonme respects, his rulers, who allows the restraints of his
home to abi de upon him I ndependence of one kind is praisewrthy. To
desire to bear your own weight, and not to eat the bread of dependence,
is right. '"Tis a noble, generous anbition that dictates the wish to be
sel f-supported. Industrious habits and frugality are necessary. p
138, Para. 4, [170T1].

Dear ----, you have been placed in unfavorable circunstances for the
devel opnent of a good, Christian character; but you are now pl aced
where you may build up a reputation, or blast it. The latter, we do not



believe you will do. But you are not secure fromtenptation. In one
singl e hour you may, by yielding to tenptation, estrange hearts from
you, lose the respect and esteem you have been acquiring fromthose
around you, and al so stain your Christian character, which wll
afterwards cost you tears of bitter repentance. p. 139, Para. 1,
[170T].

You have the | esson of submission to | earn. You consider it beneath
you to do duties about the house--chores and little errands. You have a
positive dislike to these little requirenents. You have a work to do,
to cultivate a love for these very things to which you are so averse
Until you do this, you will not be acceptable help anywhere. You are
doi ng nore real service when engaged in these necessary small things,

t han when engaged in |arge business and in | aborious work. p. 139,
Para. 2, [170T1].

There is a case now in ny mnd, of one who was presented before nme in
vi sion, who neglected these little things, and could not interest
himself in small duties, seeking to |lighten the work of fenmles
i ndoors; it was too small business. He has now a fam |y, and possesses
the sane unwillingness to engage in these inportant, yet small, duties
whi ch he ever did. The result is, great care rests upon his w fe. Many
things she has to do, or they will be left undone; and the anount of
care, which conmes upon her because of her husband's |ack, is breaking
down her constitution. He cannot now overcome this evil, as he could in
his youth. He neglects the little duties, therefore cannot nake a
successful farner, and keep everything up tidy and nice. "He that is
faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in nuch; and he that
is unjust in the least, is unjust also in nuch." p. 139, Para. 3,
[170T].

Naaman, the Syrian, consulted the prophet of God as to how he could be
cured of a | oathsone disease, the | eprosy. He was bid to go and bat he
in Jordan seven tinmes. Why did he not imediately follow the directions
of Elisha, the prophet of God? Why did he refuse to do as the prophet
commanded? He went to his servants, murnuring. In his nortification and
di sappoi ntment, he became passionate, and in a rage refused to foll ow
the hunbl e course nmarked out by the prophet of God. "I thought," said
he, "He will surely cone out to nme, and stand, and call on the nane of
the Lord his God, and stri ke his hand over the place, and recover the
| eper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Danascus, better than al
the waters of Israel? May | not wash in them and be clean? So he
turned and went away in a rage." Hs servant said, "My father, if the
prophet had bid thee do sone great thing, woul dest thou not have done
it? how much rather, then, when he saith to thee, Wash [nerely], and be
cl ean?" Yes, this great man considered it beneath his dignity to go to
the hunble river, Jordan, and wash. The rivers he nmentioned and
desired, were beautified by surrounding trees and groves, and idols
were placed in these groves. Many flocked to these rivers to worship
their idol gods, therefore it would have cost himno humlity. But is
was followi ng the specified directions of the prophet which would
hunbl e his proud and lofty spirit. WIIling obedience would bring the
desired result. He washed, and was made whole. p. 140, Para. 1,

[170T].

Your case is simlar in some respects to Naaman's. You do not consider
that, in order to perfect a Christian character, you nust condescend to



be faithful in the littles. Al though these things you are called to do,
may be of small account in your eyes, yet they are duties which you
will have to do, just as long as you live. A neglect of these things
will make a great deficiency in your character. You, ny dear boy,
shoul d educate yourself to faithfulness in small things. You cannot

pl ease God unless you do this. You cannot gain |love and affection

unl ess you do just as you are bid with pleasure and willingness. If you
wi sh those with whomyou live to | ove you, you nust show your |ove and
respect for them p. 141, Para. 1, [170T].

It is your duty to lighten the cares of Sr. ---- all in your power.
You see her pale and feeble, cooking for a large fam|ly. Every extra
job she has to perform is wearing her, and | essening her vitality. She
has no young hands and feet to performlittle errands. They received
you into their famly, as they told you and us at the tine, expressly
to do these things. Now if you neglect to do the very things they think
will help them nost, and choose to follow your will in an independent
course of your own choosing, you nust | ose your place, and they nust
have one that will do the very things you consider too small for you to
do. You are now doing | arger and heavier work than your strength will
admit. You love to do the work of a man. You have a set will of your
own whi ch nmust be given up. You nust die to self, crucify self, get the
victory over self. You cannot be a true foll ower of Christ unless you
take hold of this work resolutely. p. 141, Para. 2, [170T].

| saw, ----, that you do not naturally possess reverence and respect
for those ol der than yourself. You should be faithful in the little
errands and duties you are required to perform You should not attend
to these things as though they were a drug, and go murnuringly about
them You cannot see how unpl easant and unl ovely you meke yourself. You
cannot thus be happy yoursel f, nor make ot hers happy around you. You
shoul d bear in mnd that God requires of you, as his servant, to be
faithful, to be patient, kind, affectionate, obedient, and respectful
You cannot attain to Christian perfection wi thout you possess perfect
control of your own spirit. You allow feelings to arise in your heart,
which are sinful, which are a great injury to you, and tend to
encourage a hard, defiant spirit, unlike the spirit of Christ, whose
life you are commanded to inmitate. Dear ----, commence anew,
determ ned, by God's help, to follow the things which are true, |ovely,
and of good report. Let the fear of God, united with |ove and affection
for all around you, be seen in all your actions. Be faithful and
t horough, rid yourself of everything |ike slackness. Have a place for
everyt hing, and put everything in its place. Be accomvpdating, kind,
cheerful, and agreeable. Then you can win your way into the hearts of
those you are with. p. 142, Para. 1, [170T].

One thing ever bear in mind: No young man can be possessed of a right
spirit who does not respect, and seek to |lighten, the cares of wonen.
It is the worst sign that can be found in a young man to consider it
beneath himto lighten the | abor of wonen. Such a man is marked. No
woman woul d commit the keeping of her life to such a man; for he wil
never make a tender, careful, considerate, husband. p. 143, Para. 1,
[170T].

The boy is the type of the man. ----, | entreat of you to face right
about. Do everything in the shape of small duties, disagreeable though
they may be to you, that needs to be done. Then will you have the



approval of those around you, and, what is to be nore highly prized,
you will have the approval of God. You cannot be a Christian unless you
are a faithful servant in that which is least. God will bless you, and
help you, if you pray, and strive to do your best, to performevery
duty. p. 143, Para. 2, [170T1].

Do you wi sh, when Jesus conmes to take his faithful ones to hinself, to
have himsay to you, "Well done, good and faithful servant"? Do you
desire to have all inperfections renmoved fromyour character, that you
may be found without fault before the throne of God? If so, you have a
work to do for yourself which no other can do for you. You have an
i ndi vidual responsibility before God. You can walk in the light, and
receive strength fromGod daily to overcone every inperfection, and
finally be anong the faithful, true, and holy, in the ki ngdom of GCod.

p. 143, Para. 3, [170T1].

Yield not to tenptation. Satan will annoy you, seeking to control your
m nd, that he may lead you into sin. Resist the Devil, and he will flee
fromyou. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Renenber that
the eye of God is ever upon you. \When you answer disrespectfully, God
sees and hears you. The Judgment is to conme, when all shall be judged
according to the deeds done in the body. p. 144, Para. 1, [170T].

You, ----, will have a part to act in the Judgnment. Jesus will either
receive, or reject you. Flee to himfor strength and grace. He will
|l ove to help you, to be the guide of your youth, and will so strengthen

you that you can bless others with your influence. God |oves you, and
will save you if you cone in his appointed way; but if you rebel, and
choose your own course, it will be to your eternal |oss. Pray nuch; for
prayer is one of the npst essential exercises. Wthout it you cannot
mai ntain a Christian walk. It el evates, strengthens, and ennobles. It
is the soul talking with God. p. 144, Para. 2, [170T].

or vigilance for a monment; you cannot. Study God's word diligently,
that you nmay not be ignorant of Satan's devices, and that you nmay |earn
the way of salvation nore perfectly. Your will nust be subnerged in
God's will. Seek not your own pleasure and happi ness, but that of those
around you; and in so doing you can but be happy. Conme to Jesus with
all your needs and wants, and in sinple confidence crave his bl essing.
Trust in God, and seek to nove from principle, strengthened and
ennobl ed by high resolves and a determ nation of purpose found only in
God. p. 144, Para. 3, [170T].

You shoul d not be easily provoked. Let not your heart becone selfish;
but let it expand with [ ove. You have a work to do, do not neglect it;
endure hardship as a good soldier. Jesus is acquainted with every
conflict, every trial, and every pang of anguish. He will help you; for
he was tenpted in all points |like as we are, yet he sinned not. Go to
him dear boy, with your burdens. Take no one into your confidence, and
tell no one your difficulties, but ourselves. Make Jesus your burden-
bearer, and seek a nore thorough experience in religious things. God
hel p and bl ess you, is nmy sincere prayer. My tenderest synpathies are
aroused for orphans. You i ndeed have no home. The grave has taken your
father and your nother, and the home of your chil dhood others inhabit.
You cannot have as distinct recollection of your godly father as of
your nother. You renenber that you sonetimes grieved her. You had not
| earned subm ssion; you have yet but partially |earned the | esson. But



the prayers of your parents have found a | odgnment in Heaven, that you
may be anong those who | ove and fear God. p. 145, Para. 1, [170T].

Onh! this is a cold and selfish world. Your relatives, who should have
| oved and befriended you, if not for your own, for your parent's sake,
have shut thenselves up in their selfishness, and have no specia
interest for you. But God will be nearer and dearer to you, than any of
your earthly relatives can be. He will be your friend, and never | eave
you. He is a father to the fatherless. H's friendship will prove sweet
peace to you, and will help you to bear your great loss with fortitude.
p. 145, Para. 2, [170T].

Seek to make God your father, and you will never want a friend. You
will be exposed to trials, yet be steadfast, and strive to adorn your
profession. You will need grace to stand, but God has his eye of pity
upon you. Pray nuch and earnestly, believing that God will help you.
Guard against irritability, and petul ance, and a spirit of tantalizing.
Forbearance is a virtue which you need to encourage. Seek for piety of
heart. Be a consistent Christian. Possess a love of purity and hunbl e
simplicity; and let these be interwoven with your life. p. 146, Para.
1, [170T1].

You should not only educate yourself to fear God, but to |Iove al
around you; and yours can be a useful and happy life, and your exanple
can be such as to |lead others to choose the hunble path of holiness. Be
right. Have noral courage at all tinmes to do right, and honor your
Redeener. Dear boy, seek true holiness, | inplore you. EGW p. 146,
Para. 2, [170T1].

Epi stl e Nunber Nine. p. 146, Para. 3, [170T].

Dear Sr. ----: Sone things have been shown ne in reference to
yoursel f. Dear sister, you have not a sense of your true state. You
need a deep and thorough work of grace in your heart. You need to set
your heart and your house in order. Your exanple in your famly is not
worthy of imtation. You cone up to a |ow standard, but fail to come to
the standard el evated by our divine Lord. You love to visit and to
tal k. You tal k much, and say many thi ngs unbeconm ng a Christian. You
exaggerate in your statenents, and frequently come far fromthe truth.
Your words and acts will judge you in the |ast day. By your words and
works you will be justified, or by the same condemmed. Your education
has not been of an exalted character, therefore there is the greatest
necessity of your now training and educating yourself to purity of
t houghts and acts. You need to train your thoughts, that it nay becone
easy to dwell upon pure and holy things. You should cultivate a | ove
for spirituality and true godliness. p. 146, Para. 4, [170T].

Your conversation is often of a | ow order. You deceive your own soul
which will prove fatal unless you arouse to see yourself as you are,
and turn unto God with true hunbl eness of mnd. p. 147, Para. 1,
[170T].

You are inclined to be deceptive. Your son has not an experi nental
know edge of God, or of the sacred clains of truth. He is a nost

m serabl e representative of a Christian, Sabbath-keeping boy. He is
flattered by his parents that he is a Christian. God forbid that we
acknowl edge such as being Christ-like. You do not discipline your boy.



He is self-willed and bigoted. He has but very little sense of true
courtesy, or even common politeness. He is rough and uncul tivated,

unl ovi ng and unl ovabl e. You represent to others that he is a Christian
and by so doing you disgrace the cause of Jesus Christ. This boy is in
a fair way of becom ng an educated hypocrite. He has not control over
hi rsel f, yet you flatter himthat he is a Christian. p. 147, Para. 2,
[170T].

The work of reform nust commence with you. You should becone chaste in
conversation, and a keeper at hone, |oving your honme duties, |oving
your husband and child. You should study to econom ze your tinme, so as
not to overtax your strength. The Iight burdens of home duties which
you have to bear, you can perform w thout overtaxation, if you exercise
perseverance and proper diligence. p. 148, Para. 1, [170T1].

You have a work to do to control the tongue. It is a little nenber,
and boasteth great things; but it needs the bridle of grace and the bit
of self-control, to keep it fromrunning at random Your conversation
is of a loworder, and you indulge in nuch cheap talk. "Let no corrupt
comuni cation proceed out of your nouth, but that which is good to the
use of edifying, that it may mnister grace unto the hearers.” p. 148,
Para. 2, [170T].

May the Lord convict you of these things as you read these |ines. |
entreat of you to put on the neek dignity of a wife and nother. There
is a responsibility resting upon the father. Your efforts should be
united to control your son, who is on the fast road to perdition. You
shoul d earnestly seek for the inward adorning, even the ornanent of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.
Wth patience, grace, and sweet humlity, you can teach your poor
deceived boy the first principles of Christianity, and true politeness,
or Christian courtesy. You are frequently hasty and boi sterous. GCh! how
i mportant that you see the work to be done for you, before it shall be
forever too |ate. Now Jesus invites you to come to him and to |earn of
him for he is neek and lowy of heart. The prom se he has given you is
sure, that you will find rest in him You have a great work to do.
Decei ve not your own souls, but exam ne yourselves as in the |ight of
eternity. It is inpossible for you to be saved as you are. p. 148,
Para. 3, [170T].

Sr. ----, your husband m ght be of sone use in the church, if your

i nfluence was what it ought to be. Your exanple and influence
disqualify himto exert a good and sanctifying influence in the church
Home influences nore than counteract your husband's efforts for good.
You are wholly unqualified for the wife of the elder of the church. God
calls upon you to reform Your husband has a work to do to set his
heart and house in order. Wen he is converted, then can he strengthen
his brethren. p. 149, Para. 1, [170T].

As a family, you need to be sanctified through the truth. Sr. ----,
will you see the work to be done for you, and take hold of it w thout
del ay, that your influence may be saving? Work out your own sal vation
with fear and trenbling. Walk in wisdomtoward themthat are without,
redeem ng the tinme. "Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man."

"VWhat soever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are |ovely,



what soever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, thing on THESE things." p. 149, Para. 2, [170T].

There are enough subjects, to neditate and converse upon, that are
profitable. The conversation of the Christian should be in Heaven, from
whence we | ook for the Saviour. Meditation upon heavenly things is
profitable, and will ever be acconpani ed with peace and confort of the
Holy Spirit. Qur calling is holy, our profession exalted. God is
purifying unto hinself a peculiar people, zeal ous of good works. He is
sitting as a refiner and purifier of silver. Wen the dross and tin are
renmoved, then his inage shall be perfectly reflected in us. Then the
prayer of Christ for his disciples will be answered in us, "Sanctify
them through thy truth, thy word is truth.” Wen the truth has its
sanctifying influence upon our hearts and lives, we can render to God
acceptabl e service, and can glorify himupon the earth, being partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. p. 149, Para. 3, [170T1].

Oh! how many will be found unready when the Master shall cone to
reckon with his servants. They have neagre ideas of what constitutes a
Christian. Self-righteousness will then be of no avail. None can stand

the test only those who shall be found having on the righteousness of
Christ, inbued with his spirit, walking even as he wal ked, in purity of
heart and life. The conversation nust be holy, and then the words will
be seasoned with grace. p. 150, Para. 1, [170T].

May the Lord help you as a family to get right, to be elevated in
life, and in all your acts honor your profession. EEGW p. 150, Para.
2, [170r1].

Epi stl e Nunber Ten. p. 150, Para. 3, [170T].

Dear Sr. ----: | have learned of your affliction, and hasten to pen a
few lines. My dear sister, | have the very best evidence that the Lord
| oves you. In the last view which was given ne, | was shown your case,

anong others, that you had been affected in the past with the course of
error which others had pursued, but you were ever anxious to know the
right, you were strictly conscientious, extrenely sensitive, view ng
your case worse than it was. p. 150, Para. 4, [170T].

You have been afflicted with disease for quite a length of tine. You
are a nervous dyspeptic. The brain is closely connected with the
stomach, and its power has so often been called to aid the weakened
digestive organs that it is in its turn weakened, depressed, or
congested. While in this state, your mind is gloony, naturally dwelling
upon the dark side, inmagining that the frown of God is upon you. You
have thought that your |ife had been useless, filled with errors and
wrong noves. Dear sister, your diseased state of health | eads you to
this despondency and di scouragenent. God's love is yet toward you. He
has not left you. | saw that you should trust in God as a child trusts
itself in the arms of its nother. God is nerciful and kind, and is ful
of tender pity and conpassion. He has not turned his face fromyou. p.
151, Para. 1, [170T].

You are extrenely sensitive. You feel deeply, and have not possessed
the power to throw off care, perplexity, and di scouragenment of m nd.
saw that God would be to you a very present help, if you will only



trust yourself in his arnms. You worry yourself out of the arns of your
dear, loving Saviour. (He that spared not his own Son, but delivered
himup for us all, how shall he not with himfreely give us al

t hi ngs?" What a precious promise is this! W may claimnuch of our kind
Heavenly Father. Great blessings are in reserve for us. W nay believe,
we may trust, and glorify God by thus trusting in him Even if we are
overcone of the enemy, we are not cast off, forsaken, and rejected of
God. No; Christ is at the right hand of God, who al so maketh
intercession for us. If we sin we have an advocate with the Father
Jesus Christ the righteous. p. 151, Para. 2, [170T].

| want to say, Sr. ----, You need not cast away your confidence. Poor
trenbling soul, rest in the prom ses of God. In thus doing, the eneny's
fetters will be broken, his suggestions will be powerless. Heed not the

whi sperings of the eneny. Go free, oppressed soul. Be of good courage.
Say to your poor, desponding heart, "Hope thou in God; for | shall yet
prai se himwho is the health of ny countenance, and nmy God. "I know
that God | oves you. Put your trust in him Don't think of those things
whi ch bring sadness and distress; turn from every di sagreeabl e thought,
and think of precious Jesus. Dwell upon his power to save, his undying,
mat chl ess | ove for you, even you. | know that the Lord | oves you. I|f
you cannot rely upon your own faith, rely upon the faith of others. W
bel i eve and hope for you. God accepts our faith in your behalf. p.
152, Para. 1, [170T].

You have tried to do right, Sr. ----, and God is pitiful and

conpassi onate to you. Be cheerful, and bid adieu to gl oom and doubts.
In indulging in these doubts, you dishonor God. There is peace in
believing, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Believing brings peace, and
trusting in God brings joy. Believe, believe! ny soul says, Believe.
Rest in God. He is able to keep that which you have commtted to his
trust. He will bring You off nore than conqueror through Hi mwho hath
| oved you. May the Lord bless you and strengthen your trenbling faith,
is our prayer. We commit these few lines to you, trusting they nay do
you good. EE G W p. 152, Para. 2, [170T].

Epi stl e Nunber Eleven. p. 153, Para. 1, [170T].

Dear Bro. ----,: | was shown in the |ast vision that you would need to
wat ch yourself with jeal ous care, or your peculiar tenperanment woul d
control you. You erred while engaged in praying for Sr. ----, and took
upon yourself the sanme dictatorial, overbearing spirit which has been
the curse of your life. You bore down on Bro. ---- when you should have
been, considering your failures in the past, unassum ng and nodest. It
will be very difficult for you to get out of the train of watching
others, and noticing little things, and speaki ng out decidedly, and
censuring. Al this you have nothing to do with. Just as sure as you
are overconme in a snmall degree in this direction, the door is open. for
a greater failure. There is no safety for you but constant control of
yoursel f, and to possess your soul in patience. You cannot acconplish
any great work, but may, if right, do a little good in the cause of
God. But your influence need not injure; if you will be guarded and
sanctified to God you may take a position to confort and to speak a
peaceful word, to bear testinobny in regard to the great riches of CGod
and the undying | ove of Jesus. p. 153, Para. 2, [170T].

Let your heart be softened and nelt under the divine influence of the



Spirit of God. You should not talk so much about yourself, for this
wi Il strengthen no one. You should not make yourself a center, and

i magi ne you must be constantly caring for yourself and | eading others
to care for you. Get your nmind off fromyourself in a nore healthy
channel . Talk of Jesus, and let self go. You nust be subnerged in

Christ, where this shall be the | anguage of your heart, | live, yet not
I, for Christ liveth in ne. Jesus will be to you a present help in
every tinme of need. He will not |eave you to battle with the powers of

dar kness al one, oh! no; he has laid help upon One that is mghty to
save to the utternost. p. 153, Para. 3, [170T].

Be not self-caring. Overcone your notions, your little peculiarities,
and seek only to represent Jesus. In your talks in neeting, and in
prayi ng, do not be too lengthy. You have failed here. You can renedy
this. Lengthy speaking and praying, is injurious to you, and not
beneficial to those who hear you. You have close work to be an
overconer. Yet you can do this, if you engage in the work calmy. Here
you need to guard yourself. You are uneasy, hurried, nervous. This you
may overcome. p. 154, Para. 1, [170T1].

You have an earnest, anxious desire to do right, and meet the approva
of God. Continue your earnest, persevering efforts, and be not

di scouraged. Be patient. Never censure. Never |let the eneny beguile you
fromyour watch. Watch as well as pray. After you pray, watch
thereunto. The effort is your own; no one can do this work for you.
Take hold of the strength of God, and as fast as you see your errors in
the past, redeemthe tine. EE G W p. 154, Para. 2, [170T1].

Epi stl e Number Twelve. p. 155, Para. 1, [170T].

Dear Bro. ----: In the last vision | was shown that you do not

under stand yourself You have a work to do for yourself which, no other
can do for you. Your experience in the truth is short, and you have not
a thorough conversion. You esteem yourself highly when you will not
bear the estimte you put upon yourself. | was pointed back to your
past |life. You have not been el evated. Your mind has dwelt upon
subj ects not calculated to lead to purity of actions. You have had
habits which were corrupt, which has given tone to your norals by
tainting them You have been too fanmiliar with the other sex, and have
not possessed nodesty of deportnent. You would be well suited were
there greater famliarity encouraged between nmal es and fenml es, nuch
after Dr. ----'s theory. Your influence at ---- was not good. You was
not a proper person for that place. , Your lightness, and trifling,
vai n conversation disqualified you to exert a good influence. p. 155,
Para. 2, [170T].

The character of your music was not of a nature to encourage el evated
t houghts or feelings, but to degenerate the thoughts and feelings. Your
i nfl uence has been inproving for some weeks in the past, but you |lack a
firmprinciple. You lack in many things, and in sone things you nust
know where you fail. The follies of your youth have | eft their inpress
upon you, and you can never recover what you have | ost through inpure
habits. These things have benunbed your sensibilities so that sacred
things are not clearly discerned. You cannot, with your present
experience, resist tenptation. You cannot endure trials. You are not
sanctified through the truth. You have taken hold of the truth, but the
truth has not taken hold upon you, to transformyou by the renew ng of



your mnd. Ch! do not, | entreat of you, remmin deceived in regard to
your true condition. You are a self-deceived man. You have not felt
deep conviction because of your sins, and in deep humlity sought the
Lord with angui sh of heart, that your transgressions mght be blotted
out. You could not see that your ways were so sinful before God. The
work is not inwought in your soul. A self-righteous garnent you have
clothed yourself with to cover up the deformty of sin; but this is not
the renedy. You know not what true conversion is. The old man with you
is not dead. You have a form of godliness, but not the cleansing power
of God. You can, and do, talk and wite snoothly. Your words, as far as
they go, mmy possibly be correct, but the true | anguage of the heart is
not spoken. You know this. You are thus nmuch acquainted with yourself.
Your case is perilous; yet God pities you, and will save you if you
fall all broken at his feet, feeling your vileness, and inpurity, and
rottenness of soul, without the transform ng power of God. p. 155,
Para. 3, [170T1].

I do not wish to discourage you, but to lead you to investigate your
notives and acts as in the light of eternity. Break away from Satan's

snare. Do not, | beg of you, |lead any person to think of you in an
el evated light that you cannot bear, for when this deception shall be
renoved, and your true self appear as you are, there will be a

reaction. You do have convictions of the Spirit of God, and feel the
force of truth when you listen to it; but these sacred, softening

i mpressi ons wear away, and you are a forgetful hearer. You are not
established, strengthened. and settled, in the truth. You have thought
it best for your interest to adopt the truth, but you have not yet
experienced its sanctifying influence. Now we would entreat of you, be
not deceived, God is not nocked. It is not too late for you to becone a
Christian; but don't move by inpulse. Wigh every nove well, and don't
deceive your own soul. EE G W p. 156, Para. 1, [170T].

Epi stl e Nunber Thirteen. p. 157, Para. 1, [170T].

Dear Sister----: In the vision given ne June 12, | was shown your
case. You are in a sad state. Not so nuch because of actual disease,
al t hough you are not well, but of imaginary inability to perform

Several years ago | was shown you suffered your mind to dwell too nuch
upon the boys. You frequently made themthe thenme of conversation, and
your mind ran in a channel not profitable to your spiritua

advancenent. You have fallen into a train of thinking which has led to
evil results. You have injured and abused your own body, and, brought
upon yourself an inbecile state of mind. You have indulged in a | ove-
sick train of thought and feeling until you are al nobst ruined, soul and
body. Your indisposition to exercise and exert yourself is very bad for
you. Useful enployment in bearing home burdens, and engaging in usefu

| abor, would overcome this sickly, sentimental state of feeling sooner
than any ot her nmeans. You have been synpathized with too much. To
relieve you fromall responsibility has been a very great m stake. You
have cone to that state where nearly all your thoughts are upon
yourself. You are fretting yourself, and dwelling upon sad things, and
contenpl ating your state as very bad, and even settling in your mnd
that you can never get well unless you are nmarried. In your present
state of mind, you are not fit to marry. There is no one who woul d wi sh
you in your present hel pless, useless condition. If one should fancy

t hey | oved you, they would be worthless, for no sensible man could
think for a nonent of placing his affections upon so useless an object.



p. 157, Para. 2, [170T].

The sad, gloony state of your mnd which | ead you to weep, and fee
that life is not desirable, is the result of your thoughts running in
an i npure channel, upon forbidden subjects, while you have habits that
have been steadily and surely underm ning your constitution, and
preparing you for premature decay. p. 158, Para. 1, [170T].

Had you never gone to ----, you would have been far better. Your stay
there injured you. You dwelt upon your infirmties, while you had
soci ety which was corrupting in its influence. Mss ---- was a corrupt,

evi | -m nded woman. Her association with yourself increased the evi
whi ch was al ready upon you. Evil communications corrupt good manners.
p. 158, Para. 2, [170T1].

At the present tine you are not in an acceptable state with God; yet
you i magi ne that you have no desire to live. But should you be taken at
your expressed wi shes, and your life cease, your case woul d be hopel ess
i ndeed. You are neither prepared for this world nor the next. p. 158,
Para. 3, [170T].

You i magi ne you cannot wal k, you cannot ride, cannot exercise, and you
settle into a cold, dead apathy. You are no confort to yourself, and a
sad grief and anxiety to your indulgent parents. You can rally, you can
do, you can shake off this terrible state. Your nother needs your aid;
your father needs the confort you can give him your brothers need a
kindly care fromtheir elder sister; your sisters need your
i nstruction; but here you sit upon the stool of indolence, drean ng of
unrequi ted | ove. For your own soul's sake, have done with this folly.
Read your Bible as you have never read it before. Engage in hone
duties, and lighten the cares of your overburdened, over-worked
parents. You may not be able to do a great anmpunt at first, but
i ncrease the task you set yourself every day. This is the npbst sure
remedy for a diseased m nd and an abused body. p. 159, Para. 1,

[170T].

If you possess earnestness and steadi ness of purpose, your mnd wll
come back, in a degree, to dwelling upon nore healthful, pure subjects.
Sel f -i ndul gence has degenerated by degrees into such a wantonness of
will as knows not how to please itself. Instead of regulating your
actions by reason and principle, you suffer yourself to be guided by
every slight and nmomentary inpulse of inclination, which nakes you
appear variable, and inconstant. It is in vain for others to seek to
pl ease you, for you cannot please yourself, even if all your w shes
were indul ged. You are a capricious child, and have beconme sick of
yoursel f through very selfishness. p. 159, Para. 2, [170T].

This wetched state is the result of unwi se synpathy -- and flattery.
You have had a very good m nd, but it has beconme unbal anced by bei ng
directed in a wong channel. You now anmpunt to |little else than a bl ank
in society. This need not be. You can do for yourself that which no
ot her can do for you. You have duties to perform You have yielded to a
hel pl ess condition, and i magi ne you cannot do. The will is at fault;
you have the power, but not the will. p. 159, Para. 3, [170T].

You are pining for love. Jesus calls for your affections, which if you
devote to him wll rid you of all this sickly, sentinental, inpure,



| ove, found in the pages of a novel. In Jesus you may, |love with
fervor, with earnestness. This |love may increase in depth, and it may
expand without Iimt, and will not endanger health of body or strength
of m nd. You need love to God and to your nei ghbor. You nust awake, you
nmust shake off this deception which is upon you, and seek pure |ove.

p. 160, Para. 1, [170T1].

Your only hope of this life and the better life is to seek earnestly
for the true religion of Jesus. You have not a religious experience.
You need to be converted. Your listless, indolent, selfish sadness will
t hen give place to cheerful ness which will be beneficial to body and
m nd. Love to God would ensure |ove to your neighbor, and you woul d
engage in the duties of life with a deep, unselfish interest. You want
pure principles underlying your actions. Inward peace will bring even
your thoughts into a healthy channel. p. 160, Para. 2, [170T].

Devote yourself to God, or you will never have the better life. You
have duties to performto your parents. You should not be discouraged
if you at first become weary. It will not prove a lasting injury. Your
parents frequently beconme exceedingly weary. It will not be half so
injurious to you to becone very weary in useful |abor, as for your mnd
to be dwelling upon yourself, fostering ailments, and yielding, to
despondency. p. 160, Para. 3, [170T].

A faithful acconplishnent of hone duties, filling the position you can
occupy to the best advantage, be it ever so sinple and hunble, is truly
el evating. The divine influence is needed. In this, there is peace and
sacred joy. It possesses healing power. It will secretly and insensibly
soot he the wounds of the soul and even the sufferings of the body.
Peace of mind, which cones frompure and holy notives and actions, wll
give free and vigorous spring to all the organs of the body. Inward
peace and a conscience void of offense toward God will invigorate, |ike
dew distilling upon the tender plants. The intellect is strengthened
and qui ckened. p. 161, Para. 1, [170T].

The will is rightly directed and controlled, and is nore decided, and
yet free from perverseness. The neditations are pleasing because they
are sanctified. The serenity of mnd you may possess, will bless al
wi th whom you associate. This cal mess and peace will, in tinme, becone
natural, and will reflect its precious rays upon all around you, to be
refl ected back upon you again. The nore you taste this peace and
heavenly qui etude of nmnd, the nore it will increase. It is an
ani mated, living pleasure which does not throwinto a stupor, but

awakens all the noral energies to increased activity. Perfect peace is
an attribute of Heaven, which angels possess. May God help you to
beconme a possessor of this peace. EE G W p. 161, Para. 2, [170T].

Epi stl e Nunber Fourteen. p. 162, Para. 1, [170T].

Dear Bro. and Sr. ----: Your late visit and conversation with us have
suggest ed many thoughts of which |I cannot forbear placing a few upon
paper. | was very sorry that ---- had not carried hinself correctly at

all tinmes; yet, when we consider, you cannot expect perfection in youth
at his age. Children have faults, and need a great deal of patient
instruction. p. 162, Para. 2, [170T].

That he shoul d have feelings not always correct is no nore than can be



expected of a boy of his age. You nust renenber he has no father or
not her, nor any one to whom he can confide his feelings, his sorrows,
and his tenptations. Every person feels that he nust have sonme
synpat hi zer. ---- has been tossed about here and there, frompillar to
post, and he may have many errors, careless ways, and a |lack of
reverence, with considerable i ndependence. He is quite enterprising,
and with right instruction, if treated with tenderness, | have the
full est confidence woul d not di sappoint our hopes, nor cause us to
deci de the | abor bestowed in vain, but would fully repay all the |abor
expended on him | think ---- is a very good boy considering his

di sadvantages. p. 162, Para. 3, [170T].

When we entreated you to take himwe did it because we fully believed
it was your duty, and that in doing this you would be bl essed. W did
not expect that you would do this nerely to be benefited by the help
you would receive fromthe boy, but to benefit him to do a duty to the
orphan and fatherl ess. Duty which belongs to every true Christian to be
seeki ng and watching for, and anxious to perform A duty, a sacrificing
duty, which we believed it would do you good to engage in, if you did
it cheerfully, with the viewto be the instrument in saving a soul from
the snares of Satan, of saving a son whose father devoted his precious
life to pointing souls to the Lanb of God who taketh away the sin of
the world. p. 162, Para. 4, [170T1].

From what was shown ne, Sabbat h-keepi ng Adventists have but a feeble
sense of how large a place the world and selfishness hold in their
hearts. If you have a desire to do good and glorify God, there are nany
ways in which you can do this. But you have not felt that this was the
result of true religion. This is the fruit which every good tree wl|l
produce. To be interested in others, to make their cases your own, to
mani f est an unselfish interest for the very ones who stand nost in need
of help, you have not felt was required of you. You have not reached
out to help the nost needy, the nobst hel pless. Had you children of your
own, to call into exercise care, affection, and | ove, you would not be
so much shut up to yourselves, and to your own interests. If those who
have no children woul d expand their hearts to care for children who
need | ove, care, and affection, and assistance with this world' s goods,
whi ch God has made them stewards of, they would be far happier than
they are to day. So long as there are youth exposed to the corrupting
i nfl uences of these |ast days, who have no father's pitying care, nor a
not her's tender love, it is sonebody's duty to supply the place of
father and nother to some of these. Learn to give themlove, affection
and synpathy. Al who profess to have a Father in Heaven who they hope
will care for them and finally take themto the home he has prepared
for them will have to feel a solemn obligation resting upon themto be
friends to the friendless, fathers to the orphans, to aid the w dows,
and be of sone practical use in this world, to benefit humanity. Many
have not viewed things in a right light. If they live nmerely for
t hensel ves they will have no greater strength than this calls for. p.
163, Para. 1, [170T].

The youth, who are growi ng up anbpng us, are not cared for as they

shoul d be. Sonme one has duties which they are not willing and ready to
see and perform The fear of inconvenience, or of alittle trouble, is
sufficient for many to excuse themselves. The day of God will revea

unfulfilled duties--souls |ost because the selfish would not take pains
to interest themselves in their be half. p. 164, Para. 1, [170T].



I was shown that should professed Christians cultivate nore affection
and kind regard in caring for others, they would be repaid fourfold.
God marks. He knows for what object we live, and whether our living is
put to the very best account for poor, fallen humanity, or whether our
eyes are eclipsed to everything but our own interest, and to every one
but our own poor selves. | entreat you, in behalf of Christ, and in
behal f of your own souls, and in behalf of the youth, not to think so
lightly of this matter as many do. it is a grave and serious thing, and
af fects your interest in the kingdom of Christ, inasmuch as the
sal vation of precious souls is involved. Wiy is it not your duty, which
God enjoins upon you who are able, to expend sonething for the benefit
of the honel ess, ignorant even though they may be, and undi sci plined?
Shal |l you study to |abor only in the direction where you will receive
the nost selfish pleasure and profit? It is not neet for you to negl ect
the divine favor that Heaven offers you, to care for those who need
your care, and thus let God knock in vain at your door. He stands at
your door in the person of the poor, the honel ess orphans, and
afflicted wi dows, who need | ove, synpathy, affection and encouragenent.
If ye do it not unto one of these, ye would not do it unto Christ were
he upon the earth. Call to mnd your fornmer wetchedness, your
spiritual blindness, and the darkness which enshrouded you before
Christ, a tender, loving Saviour, came to your aid, and reached you
where you were. If you |l et these seasons pass w thout giving tangible
proofs of your gratitude for this wonderful and amazing | ove a
conpassi onat e Savi our exercised toward you, who were aliens fromthe

commonweal th of Israel, there is reason to fear that still greater
darkness and misery will come upon you. Now is your sowi ng tinme. You
will reap that which you have sown. Avail yourselves of every privilege

of doing good while you may. They are as a passing shower, which wll
wat er and revive you. Lay hold of every opportunity within your reach
of doing good. Idle hands will reap a small harvest. For what el se do
ol der persons live but to care for the young, and help the hel pl ess.
God has comritted themto us who are ol der, and have experience, and he
will call us to account if our duties in this direction are negl ected.
What though our | abor nmay not be appreciated, and prove a failure many
ti mes, and a success but once. This once will outweigh all the

di scour agenents previously borne. p. 164, Para. 2, [170T].

But few have a true sense of what is conprised in the word Christian
It is to be Christlike; to do others good; to be divested of al
sel fishness; and to have our lives narked with acts of disinterested
benevol ence. Qur Redeener throws souls into the arns of the church, for
them unsel fishly to care for, and train for Heaven, and thus be co-
workers with him But the church too often thrusts them away, upon the
Devil's battlefield, saying, "It is not ny duty," and bring up sone
trifling excuse. "Well," says another, "neither is it nmy duty,"” and
finally it is nobody's duty, and the soul is left uncared for, to
perish. It is the duty of every Christian to engage in this self-
denying, self-sacrificing enterprise. Cannot God return into their
granaries, and increase their flocks, so that instead of |oss there
shall be increase? "There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and
there is that wi thholdeth nore than is nmeet, but it tendeth to
poverty." But every man's work is to be tested, and brought into
judgment, and he be rewarded as his works have been. "Honor the Lord
with thy substance, and with the first fruits of thine increase; so
shall thy barns be filled with plenty.” "Is not this the fast that |



have chosen? to | oose the bands of w ckedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every
yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring
the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked,
that thou cover hinm and that thou hide not thyself fromthine own
flesh?" p. 165, Para. 1, [170T].

Read on, and notice the rich reward prom sed to those who do this.
"Then shall thy light break forth as the MORNI NG, and THI NE HEALTH
shall spring forth speedily." p. 166, Para. 1, [170T].

Here is an abundantly precious pronmse for all, who will interest
t hensel ves in the cases of those who need hel p. How can God conme in and
bl ess and prosper those who have no special care for any one only
t hemsel ves, and who do not use that which he has intrusted to them to
glorify his name on the earth. p. 166, Para. 2, [170T].

Sr. Hannah More is dead, and died a martyr to the close sel fishness of
God' s people who profess to be seeking for glory, honor, imortality,
and eternal life. Exiled frombelievers the past cold wi nter, because
there were no hearts bountiful enough to receive this self-sacrificing
m ssionary. | blanme no one. | am not judge. But when the Judge of al
the earth shall nmke investigation, sonebody will be found to blane. W
are all narrowed up and consuned in our own selfishness. May God tear
away this cursed covering and give us bowels of nercy, hearts of flesh,
t ender ness and conpassion, is my prayer, offered from an oppressed,
angui shed, burdened soul. | amsure that a work nust be done for us or
we shall be found wanting, in the day of God. p. 167, Para. 1, [170T].

In regard to ----, do not, | intreat of you, forget that he is a
child, with only a child s experience. Do not neasure him a poor weak
feebl e boy, with yourselves, and expect of himaccordingly. | fully
believe it is in your power to do the right thing by this orphan. You
can present inducenents to himso that he will not feel that his task
is cheerless, unrelieved by a ray of encouragenent. You, Bro. and Sr. -
---, can enjoy yourselves in each other's confidence, you can
synpat hi ze with each other, interest and armuse each other, and tel
your trials and burdens to each other. You have sonething to cheer you,
while he is alone. He is a thinking boy, but has no one to confide in
or to give himan encouraging word am d his discouragenents and severe
trials which | know he has as well as those nore advanced in years. p
167, Para. 2, [170T].

If you shut yourselves up to each other, it is -- selfish Iove
unattended with Heaven's blessing. | have strong hope that you will

| ove the orphan for Christ's sake; that you will feel that your
possessi ons are but worthless, unless enployed to do good. Do good; be

rich in good works, willing to distribute, ready to comuni cate, |aying
up in store for yourselves a good foundati on against the tinme to cone,
that you may lay hold on eternal life. None will reap the reward of

everlasting life but the self-sacrificing. p. 168, Para. 1, [170T].

A dying father and nother left jewels to -- the care of the church, to
be instructed in the things of God, and fitted for Heaven. \Wen they
shall | ook about for these jewels, and one is found m ssing, through

negl ect, what shall the church answer, for they are responsible in a
great degree for the salvation of these orphan children. p. 168, Para.



2, [170T].

In all probability you have failed, in not gaining -- the boy's
confidence and affection by giving himnore tangi bl e proofs of your
| ove by hol ding out sonme inducements. If you could not expend noney,
you could at | east encourage in sonme way, by letting himknow you were
not indifferent to his case. That the love and affection is to be al
on one side, is a mstake. How nuch affection have you educated
yourselves to mani fest? You are too nmuch shut up to yourselves, and do
not feel the necessity of surrounding yourselves with an atnosphere of
tender ness and gentl eness, which cones fromtrue nobility of soul. Bro.
and Sr. ---- left their children to the care of the church. There were
plenty of relatives who were wealthy, and wi shed f6r these children
but they were unbelievers, and if allowed to have the care, or becone
the guardi ans, of the children, would lead their hearts away fromthe
truth into error, and endanger their salvation. This nade their
rel ati ves dissatisfied, and they have done nothing for the children.
The confidence of the parents in the church should be considered, and
not be forgotten because of selfishness. p. 168, Para. 3, [170T].

We have the deepest interest for these children. One has already

devel oped a beautiful Christian character, is married to ElId. ----, and
now, in return for the care and burdens borne for her, is a true
burden-bearer in the church. She is sought unto for advice and counse
by the | ess experienced, and they seek not in vain. She possesses true
Christian humlity, with becom ng dignity, which can but inspire
respect and confidence in all who know her. These children are as near
to me as my owmn. | shall not |ose sight of them nor cease ny care for
them | love themsincerely, tenderly, and affectionately. EE G W p.
169, Para. 1, [170T].

Appeal To Mnisters. p. 169, Para. 2, [170T].

I was shown, Cct. 2, 1868, the great and sol emm work before us of
war ning the world of the com ng Judgment. Qur exanple in carrying out
our faith and good works generally, in accordance with the truth we
profess, is saving a few, and condeming the many, |eaving themw th no

excuse in the day when the cases of all will be decided. The righteous
are to be prepared for everlasting life, and sinners, who will not
becone acquainted with the ways and will of God, are appointed to

destruction. p. 169, Para. 3, [170T].

M ni sters are not all cleansed and sanctified through the truths they
preach to others. Some have but faint views of the sacred character of
the work. They fail to trust in God, and to have all their works
wrought in him Their innbpst souls have not been converted and
consecrated. They have not in their daily |life experienced the nystery
of godliness. They are handling immortal truths, weighty as eternity,
but are not careful, earnest, and thorough, to have these truths
i nwrought in their souls, making thema part of thenselves. They are
not so wedded to the principles which these truths inculcate that it is
i mpossible to separate any part of the truth fromthem The truth does
not have a controlling influence over themin all they do. p. 170,
Para. 1, [170T].

Sanctification of heart and |life is alone acceptable with God. Said
t he angel, as he pointed to the mnisters who are not right, "Cl eanse



your hands, ye sinners, and purify your hearts, ye doubl e-minded." "Be
ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord." God calls for integrity of
soul; truth in the inward parts, transform ng the entire man, by the
renewi ng of the mnd through the influences of the Divine Spirit. There
is not devotion given to the work. M nisters have not all of them put
their hearts into the work. They nove as listlessly as though a
tenmporal mllenniumwas allowed themin which to work for souls. They
shun burdens and responsibilities, care and privations. Self-denial
suffering, and weariness, are not pleasant or convenient. It is the
study of some to save thensel ves, and not wear. Conveni ence is studied,
and how to pl ease thensel ves, their wives, and their children, and the
wor k they have entered upon is nearly lost sight of. p. 170, Para. 2,
[170T].

God calls for humiliation of soul and hunbl e confessions fromthe

m ni sters who have not had their works wought in him | was cited to
men who engage in worldly enterprises. They know that if they would
gain their object, they nust suffer fatigue. They sacrifice ease, |ove
of hone, and endure privations. They are persevering, energetic, and
ardent. Qur mnisters do not all of them manifest half the zeal shown
by those who are securing earthly gain. They are not as intent upon
their purpose, nor as earnest in their efforts; they are not as
persevering, and are not as willing to deny thenselves, as those who
engage in worldly pursuits. p. 171, Para. 1, [170T].

Conpare these two enterprises. One is certain, eternal, enduring as
the life of God; the other is a thing of this life, changeable,

peri shable; and if they succeed in their anbitious pursuits, that which
they gain frequently stings |ike an adder, and drowns themin
perdition. Oh! why should there be so great a contrast in the efforts
of those who are engaged--the one class in worldly enterprises, the
other in the eternal? The one laboring for a treasure here, that is
peri shable, and in the effort suffering nuch pain for that which is

frequently a source of much evil; while the effort put forth for the
sal vation of precious souls will be approved of Heaven, and the reward
will be the heavenly riches. There are no risks to run here, and no

| osses to be sustained; the profits are sure and i nmense. p. 171
Para. 2, [170T].

M nisters, who are in Christ's stead beseeching souls to be reconciled
to God, should by precept and exanple nmanifest an undying interest to
save souls. They should mani fest earnestness, perseverance, self-
denial, and a spirit of sacrifice, which should as far exceed the
di li gence and earnestness of those securing, earthly gain, as the soul
is nmore valuable than the trash of earth, and the subject nore el evated
than earthly enterprises. Al earthly enterprises are of trifling
i nportance, when conpared with the work of saving souls. They are not
enduring, although they cost so nuch. One soul saved will shine in the
ki ngdom of Heaven throughout eternal ages. p. 172, Para. 1, [170T].

Sone ministers are asleep, and the people are al so asleep; but Satan
is wide awake. There is but little sacrificing for God or the truth.

M ni sters must set the exanple. In their |abors, they should show that
they esteemeternal things of infinite value, and earthly things as

not hing i n conparison. There are ministers who are preaching present
truth, who must be converted. Their understandi ngs nmust be invigorated,
their affections purified, their hearts' affections centered in God.



They shoul d present the truth before the imagination in a manner which
will arouse the intellect to appreciate its excellence, purity, and
exal ted sacredness. In order to do this, they should keep before their

i magi nati ons objects -- which are elevated, which purify, quicken, and
exalt the mind. They nust have the purifying fire of truth burning upon
the altar of their hearts, to influence and characterize their lives;
then, go where they will, am d darkness and gloom they will illumnate
those in darkness with the light dwelling in them and shining round
about them p. 172, Para. 2, [170T].

M ni sters must be inbued with the spirit of -- their Master, as he was
when he was upon earth. He went about doing good, blessing others with
his influence. He was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.

M ni sters shoul d have cl ear conceptions of eternal things, and of God's
clai s upon them then they can inpress others, and excite in thema
| ove for contenplating heavenly things. p. 173, Para. 1, [170T].

M ni sters shoul d becone Bible students. Are the truths which they
handl e m ghty? then they should seek to handle themskillfully. Their

i deas should be mighty, and their spirits fervent, or they will weaken
the force of the truth which they handle. By tanely presenting the
truth, without being stirred by it thenselves, nerely repeating the
theory of truth, they can never convert nmen. If they should live as

Il ong as did Noah, their efforts would be without effect. Their | ove for
soul s nust be intensified, and their zeal fervent. Their |istless,

unaf fected, unfeeling manner of presenting the truth will never arouse
men and wonmen fromtheir death-1ike slunmber. They must show in their
manners, in their acts and words, in their preaching and praying, that
they believe that Christ is at the door. Men and wonen are in the | ast
hours of probation, and yet carel ess and stupid, and mnisters have no
power to arouse them they are asleep thenselves. Sleeping preachers
preaching to people who are asl eep! A great work nmust be acconplished
for mnisters, in order for themto nake the preaching of the truth a
success. p. 173, Para. 2, [170T1].

The word of God should be thoroughly studied. Al other reading is
inferior to this. A careful study of the word of God will not entirely
exclude all other reading of a religious nature. If the word of God is
studi ed prayerfully, all reading which will have a tendency to divert
the mind fromit will be excluded. If we study the word of God with an
i nterested, prayerful heart, to understand it, new beauties will be
seen in every line. God will reveal precious truth so clearly that the
mnd will have a continual feast, and will derive sincere pleasure, as
its conforting and sublinme truths are unfolded. p. 174, Para. 1,
[170T].

Visiting fromhouse to house fornms an inportant part of the mnister's
| abors. His efforts in this direction should be to converse with every
menber of the famly, whether they profess the truth or not. It is the
duty of the mnister to ascertain the condition of all; and he should
live so near to God that he can counsel and exhort and reprove,
carefully, in wisdom He should have the grace of God in his own heart,
and the glory of God constantly in view. Al lightness and trifling is
positively forbidden in the word of God. His conversation should be in
Heaven. Hi s words should be seasoned with grace. Al flattery should be
put away; for that is Satan's work. Poor, weak, fallen nmen generally
t hi nk enough of thenselves, and need no help in this direction



Flattering your ministers is all out of place. It perverts, and does
not | ead to nmeekness and humlity; yet nmen and wonen | ove praise of one
another. Mnisters too frequently | ove praise. Their vanity is
gratified by hearing it. Many have been cursed with it. Reproof is nore
to be prized than flattery. p. 174, Para. 2, [170T].

All who are preaching the truth do not realize that their testinony
and exanple is deciding the destiny of souls. If they are unfaithful in

their m ssion, and becone careless in their work, souls will be |ost as
the result. If they are self-sacrificing and faithful in the work which
the Master has given themto do, they will be instrunental in the

sal vation of many souls. Sone permt trifles to divert themfromthe
wor k. Bad roads, rainy weather, or little matters at hone in their
famlies, are sufficient excuses for themto | eave the work of |aboring
for souls. Frequently the work is left at the nobst inportant tinme. \Wen
an interest has been raised, and the m nds of the people are agitated,
the interest is left to die out because they choose a nore pleasant and
easy field. Those who pursue this course show plainly that they do not
have the burden of the work upon them They wi sh to be carried by the
people. They are not willing to endure privations and hardshi ps, which
ever characterize the |life of a true shepherd. Sone have no experience
in taking hold of the work as though it was of vital inportance. They
have not entered upon the work with earnest, zeal ous interest and
engaged their whole souls in the matter, as though they were doi ng work
whi ch woul d have to bear the test of the Judgment. They work too much
in their owm strength. They do not nmeke God their trust, and therefore
errors and inperfections mark all their efforts. They do not give the
Lord an opportunity to do anything for them They do not wal k by faith,
but by sight. They will go no faster or further than they can see. To
venture sonmething for the truth's sake, they do not seemto understand
has any part in their religious experience. p. 175, Para. 1, [170T].

Sonme go fromtheir honmes to |abor in the gospel-field, but do not act
as though the truths which they speak were a reality to them Their
actions show that they have not experienced the saving power of the
truth thensel ves. When out of the desk, they appear to have no burden
or weight of the truth. They | abor sonetinmes apparently to profit, but
nmore frequently to no profit. Such feel entitled to the wages they
receive, as much as though they had earned them notw thstanding their
unconsecration has cost nore |abor, anxiety, and pain of heart, to
those | aborers who have the burden of the work upon them than al
their efforts have done good. Such are not profitable worknen. But al
such will have to bear this responsibility thenmselves. p. 176, Para.
1, [170T1].

It is frequently the case that ministers are inclined to visit al npst
entirely anong the churches, devoting their tine and strength where
their labor will do no good. The churches are frequently in advance of
nost of the ministers who are | aboring anong them and would be in a
nore prosperous condition if the mnisters would keep out of their way,
and give them an opportunity to work. Their efforts to build up the
churches only bring them down. They present the theory of the truth
over and over, and there is not power from God to vitalize the truth
they present. They have but little burden. They manifest much |istless
i ndi fference. The spirit is contagious, and the churches |ose their
i nterest and burden for the salvation of others. The mnisters, by
t heir preaching and exanple, have lulled the people to carnal security.



if these mnisters would | eave the churches, go out into new fields,
and | abor to raise up churches, they would then understand their
ability, and what it costs to bring souls out to take their position
upon the truth. They would then realize how careful they should be that
their exanple and influence m ght never discourage or weaken souls that
had required so nmuch hard, prayerful |abor to convert to the truth.
"Let ever man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in
hi rsel f al one, and not in another." p. 176, Para. 2, [170T].

The churches give of their neans to sustain -- the nministers in their
| abors. What have they to encourage themin their liberality? Some

m ni sters |abor fromnonth to nonth, and acconplish so little that the
churches becone di sheartened; because they cannot see that anything is
bei ng done to convert souls to the truth. The churches are not nade
nore spiritual or fervent in their love to God and his truth. Those who
are handling sacred things should be wholly consecrated to the work.
They shoul d possess an unsel fish interest in the work and a fervent

| ove for perishing souls. If they do not have this, they have m staken
their mssion, and should cease their | abor of teaching others; for
they do nore harm than they can possibly do good. p. 177, Para. 1
[170T].

Sone ministers display thenselves, but do not feed the flock. The
peopl e are perishing for neat in due season. There is a disposition to
shrink from opposition. Some fear to go into new places because of the
darkness, and the conflicts they think they may expect. This is
cowardi ce. The peopl e nust be net where they are. They need stirring
appeal s and practical, as well as doctrinal, discourses. Precept backed
up by exanple will have a powerful influence. p. 178, Para. 1, [170T].

A faithful shepherd will not study his ease and his conveni ence, but
will labor for the interest of the sheep on every hand. In this great
work, he will forget self. In his search for the |ost sheep, he will

not realize that he hinmself is weary, cold, and hungry. He has one
purpose in view. to save the | ost and wandering sheep at whatever
expense it may be to hinself. His wages will not influence himin his
| abor, nor swerve himfromhis duty. He has received his conm ssion
fromthe Mjesty of Heaven, and he expects his reward when the work
intrusted to himis done. p. 178, Para. 2, [170T].

Those who engage in the business of school -teaching, prepare for the
wor k. They qualify thensel ves by attending school. They interest their
mnds in study. They are not allowed to engage in the work of teaching
children and youth in the sciences, unless they are capabl e of
instructing them Those who apply for a situation as teacher, have to
pass an exam nation before conpetent persons. It is an inmportant work
to deal with young mnds, and instruct themcorrectly in the sciences.
But of how much greater inportance is the work of the mnistry! p
178, Para. 3, [170T].

Many engage in the inportant business of interesting nen and wonen to
enter the school of Christ, to learn how they may form characters for
Heaven, who need to becone students thensel ves. Sone who engage in the
mnistry, do not feel the burden of the work upon them They have
recei ved incorrect ideas of the qualifications of a mnister. They have
thought it required but little close study in the sciences or in the
word of God, to make a minister. Some ministers who are teaching



present truth, are not acquainted with their Bibles. They are so
deficient in Bible-reading and study, that it is difficult for themto
guote a text of Scripture correctly, frommenory. They sin against God
by bl undering along in the awkward manner they do. They mangle the
Scripture. They nmake the Bible say things that are not witten therein.
p. 179, Para. 1, [170T1].

Some who have all their |ives been led by feeling. have thought that
an education or thorough know edge of the Scriptures was of no
consequence if they only had the Spirit. God never sends his Spirit to
sanction ignorance. Those who have not know edge, and are so situated
that it is inpossible for themto obtain it, the Lord may, and does,
pity and bl ess, and sonetinmes condescends to nmake his strength perfect
in their weakness. He makes it the duty of such to study his word. A
| ack of knowl edge in the sciences is no excuse for the neglect of Bible
study; for the words of inspiration are so plain that the unlearned may
understand them p. 179, Para. 2, [170T].

Those who are handling solem truths for these perilous tines, of al
men upon the face of the earth, should understand their Bibles, and
become acquainted with the evidences of our faith. Unless they possess
a knowl edge of the word of life, they have no right to undertake to
instruct others in the way to life. Mnisters should give all diligence
to add to their faith, virtue; and to virtue, know edge; and to
know edge, tenperance; and to tenperance, patience; and to patience,
godl i ness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
ki ndness, charity. Sone of our ministers graduate before they have
scarcely learned the first principles of the doctrine of Christ. Those
who are enmbassadors for Christ, who stand in his stead, beseeching
souls to be reconciled to God, should be qualified to present our faith
intelligently, and be able to give the reasons of their hope with
neekness and fear. Said Christ, "Search the Scriptures; for in themye
think ye have eternal life; and they are they which testify of ne." p.
180, Para. 1, [170T].

M ni sters who are engaged in teaching unpopular truth, will be beset
by men who are urged on by Satan, who, like their master, can quote
Scripture readily; and shall the servants of God be unequal to the
servants of Satan in handling the words of inspiration? They shoul d,
like Christ, nmeet Scripture with Scripture. Ch! that those who nmnister
in holy things, would awake, and, |i ke the noble Bereans, search the
Scriptures daily. Brethren in the mnistry, | entreat of you to study
the Scriptures, with hunble prayer for an understanding heart, that you
may teach the way of |ife nore perfectly. Your counsel, prayers, and
exanpl e, nust be a savor of life unto life, or you are unfit to point
out the way of life to others. p. 180, Para. 2, [170T].

The Master requires every one of his servants to inprove upon the
talents he has conmtted to them How nuch nore will he require of the
m ni sters who profess to understand the way to life, and take upon
t hensel ves the responsibility of guiding others therein. p. 181, Para.
1, [170T1].

The apostl e Paul exhorted Tinmothy: "Thou therefore, ny son, be strong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast
heard of nme anbng many w tnesses, the sane comrit thou to faithful nen,
who shall be able. to teach others also."™ p. 181, Para. 2, [170T].



The glorious results that attended the ministry of the chosen

di sciples of Christ, were the effects of bearing about in their bodies
the dying of the Lord Jesus. Some of those who testified of Christ were
unl earned and i gnorant nmen; but grace and truth reigned in their

hearts, inspiring and purifying their lives, and controlling their
actions. They were living representatives of the nmind and spirit of
Christ. They were living epistles, known and read of all nmen. They were
persecuted and hated by all nmen who would not receive the truth they
preached, and who despised the cross of Christ. p. 181, Para. 3,
[170T].

W cked men will not oppose a form of godliness, nor reject a popular
m nistry which presents no cross for themto bear. The natural heart
will raise no serious objection to a religion in which there is nothing

to make the transgressor of the law trenble, or bring to bear upon the
heart and conscience the terrible realities of a Judgnent to cone. It
is the denpnstration of the Spirit, and the power of God which raises
opposition, and | eads the natural heart to rebel. The truth that saves
the soul, nust not only come from God, but his Spirit nust attend its
conmuni cation to others, otherwise it falls powerless before opposing
i nfluences. Oh! that the truth would fall fromthe Iips of God's
servants with such power as to nelt and burn its way to the hearts of
the people! p. 182, Para. 1, [170T].

M ni sters nmust be endued with power from on high. When the truth in
its sinmplicity and strength, as it is in Jesus, is brought to bear
against the spirit of the world, condeming its exciting pleasures and
corrupting charns, it will then be plainly seen that there is no
concord between Christ and Belial. The natural heart cannot discern the
things of the Spirit of God. An unconsecrated mnister, presenting the
truth in an uni npassi oned manner, when his own soul is not stirred by
the truths he speaks to others, will only do harm He |owers the
standard every effort he makes. p. 182, Para. 2, [170T].

Selfish interest must be swallowed up in deep anxiety for the
sal vation of souls. Sone mnisters have | abored, not because they dared
not do ot herw se, because the woe was upon them but having in viewthe
wages they were to receive. Said the angel, "Who is there, even anong
you, that would shut the doors for naught? neither do ye kindle fire
upon ny altar for naught. | have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of
hosts, neither will | accept an offering, at your hand." p. 182, Para.
3, [170OT1].

It is all wong to buy every errand that is done for the Lord. The
treasury of the Lord has been drained by those who have not benefited
the cause, but have injured it. If mnisters give themselves wholly to
the work of God, and devote all their energies to build up the cause,
they will have no | ack. As regards tenporal things, they have a better
portion than their Lord, and better than his chosen disciples whom he
sent forth to save perishing man. Qur great Exanpler, who was in the
bri ghtness of his Father's glory, was despised and rejected of nen.
Reproach and fal sehood followed him Hi s chosen disciples were |iving
exanples of the life and spirit of their Master. They were honored with
stripes and inprisonnent and it was finally their portion to seal their
mnistry with their blood. p. 183, Para. 1, [170T].



When ministers are so interested in the work that they love it as a
part of their existence, then they can say, "Wo shall separate us from
the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
fam ne, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is witten, For thy
sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter. Nay, in all these things, we are nore than conquerors,
through HHmthat |oved us. For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to conme, nor hight, nor depth, nor any other creature, shal
be able to separate us fromthe |love of God which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord." p. 183, Para. 2, [170T].

"The el ders which are anong you | exhort, who am also an el der, and a
wi tness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory
that shall be revealed; feed the flock of God which is anbng you,
taki ng the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy lucre, but of a ready m nd; neither as being |lords over God's
heritage, but being ensanples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd
shal | appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."
p. 184, Para. 1, [170T].

Moral Pollution. p. 184, Para. 2, [170T1].

| have been shown that we live amid the perils of the |ast days.
Because iniquity abounds, the |love of many waxes cold. The word nmany
refers to the professed foll owers of Jesus Christ. They are affected by
the prevailing iniquity, and they backslide from God. But it is not
necessary that the followers of Christ should be affected by the
prevailing iniquity. The cause of this declension is, that they do not
stand clear fromthis iniquity. The fact that their love to Cod is
waxi ng col d because iniquity abounds, shows that they are, in sonme
sense, partakers in this iniquity, or it would not affect their |ove
for God, and their zeal and fervor in his cause. p. 184, Para. 3,
[170T].

A terrible picture has been presented before nme, of the condition of
the world. Immorality abounds everywhere. Licentiousness is the specia
sin of this age. Never did vice |lift its defornmed head with such
bol dness as now. The people seemto be benunbed, and the |overs of
virtue, and true goodness, are nearly discouraged by its bol dness,
strength, and preval ence. The iniquity which abounds, is not nerely
confined to the unbeliever and scoffer. Wuld that this were the case;
but it is not. Many nmen and wonen who profess the religion of Jesus
Christ, are guilty. Even sonme who profess to be |ooking for the
appearing of Jesus Christ, are no nore prepared for that event than
Satan hinmsel f. They are not cleansing thenselves fromall pollution
They have so long served their lust, that it is natural for their
t houghts to be inmpure, and their inaginations corrupt. It is as
i npossible to turn the course of the Niagara river, and send its waters
pouring up the falls, as to change their minds to dwell upon pure and
holy things. p. 185, Para. 1, [170T].

Youth and children of both sexes, engage in noral pollution, and
practice this disgusting, soul-and-body-destroying Vice. Many professed
Christians are so benunbed by the practice of this terrible vice, that
you, cannot arouse their noral sensibilities to understand that it is
sin, and its sure results, if continued, will be utter shipweck of



body and m nd. Man, the nobl est being upon the earth, forned in the

i mge of God, transforns hinself into a beast! He makes hinmself gross
and corrupt. Every Christian will have to learn to restrain his

passi ons, and be controlled by principle. Unless he does this, he is
unworthy of the Christian nane. p. 185, Para. 2, [170T].

Some who nmke a high profession, do not understand the sin of self-
abuse, and its sure results. Long-established habit has blinded their
under st andi ng. They do not sense the exceeding sinful ness of this
degradi ng sin, which is enervating the system and destroying their
brain nerve power. Moral principle is exceedingly weak, when it
conflicts with established habit. The sol etm nessages from Heaven
cannot forcibly inpress the heart that is not fortified against the
i ndul gence of this soul -and-body-destroying vice. The sensitive nerves
of the brain have lost their healthy tone by norbid excitation to
gratify an unnatural desire for sensual indul gence. The el ectric power
of the brain nerves communicates with the entire system The brain
nerves are the only medi umthrough which Heaven can communi cate to man,
and affect his innmobst |ife. Whatever injures or disturbs the
circulation of the electric currents in the nervous system |essens the
strength of the vital powers, and the result is a deadening of the
sensibilities of the mnd. In consideration of these facts, how
i mportant that mnisters, and people who profess godliness, should
stand forth clear and untainted fromthis soul -debasing vice. p. 186,
Para. 1, [170T1].

My soul has been bowed down with anguish as | have been shown the weak
condition of God's professed people. Iniquity abounds, and the |ove of
many waxes cold. There are but few professed Christians who regard this
matter in the right light, and hold proper governnent over thenselves
when public opinion and custom do not condemm them How few restrain
their passions because they feel under noral obligation to do so, and
because the fear of God is before their eyes. The higher faculties of
man are enslaved by appetite and corrupt passions. Sone wil |
acknow edge the evil of sinful indul gences, yet will excuse thensel ves
by sayi ng they cannot overcone their passions. p. 186, Para. 2,

[170T].

This is a terrible adm ssion for any person who nanes Christ, that

t hey cannot control a |oathsone, |ow habit, which is enervating sou
and body. "Let every one that naneth the nane of Christ depart from
iniquity." Wiy is this weakness? It is because the ani nal propensities
have been i ndul ged, and strengthened by exercise, until they have

gai ned t he ascendancy over the higher powers. Men and woren | ack
principle. They are dying spiritually, because they have panpered the
nat ural appetites, by indul gence, so |long. Their power of self-
government seenms gone. The | ower passions of their nature have taken
the reins, and that which should be the governing power has becone the
meni al servant of corrupted passion. The soul is held in | owest
bondage. Sensuality has quenched the desire for holiness, and withered
spiritual prosperity. p. 187, Para. 1, [170T].

My soul mourns for the youth who are forming characters in this
degenerate age. | also trenble for their parents; for | have been shown
that as a general thing they do not understand their obligations to
train up their children in the way they should go. Custom and fashion
are consulted, and the children soon learn to be swayed by these, and



are corrupted; while their indulgent parents are thensel ves benunbed,
and asleep to their danger. But very few of the youth are free from
corrupt habits. They are excused from physical exercise to a great
degree. The parents fear they will overwork, and therefore bear burdens
t hemsel ves which their children should bear. Overwork is bad; but the
result of indolence is nore to be dreaded. |dleness |eads to the

i ndul gence of corrupt habits. Industry does not weary and exhaust one-
fifth part as nuch as the pernicious habit of self-abuse. If sinple,

wel | -regul ated | abor exhausts your children, be assured, parents, there
is a cause, aside fromtheir |abor, which is enervating their systens,
and producing a sense of constant weariness. G ve your children

physi cal |abor, which will call into exercise the nerves and nuscles.
The weariness attendi ng such | abor will lessen their inclination to

i ndulge in vicious habits. Idleness is a curse. It produces licentious
habits. p. 187, Para. 2, [170T].

Many cases have been presented before ne, and | have been let into
their inner lives. My soul has been sick and disgusted with the rotten-
heart edness of hunman bei ngs who profess godliness, and tal k of
translation to Heaven. | have asked myself frequently, Whom can
trust? Who is free frominiquity? p. 188, Para. 1, [170T].

My husband and nyself attended a neeting in ----. Qur synpathies were
enlisted for a brother who was a great sufferer with the phthisic. He
was pal e and emaci ated. He requested the prayers of the people of Cod.
He said that his fanmily were sick, and that he had lost a child. He
spoke, with feeling, of his bereavenent. He said that he had been
waiting for some tine to see Bro. and Sr. Wiite. He had believed that
if they would pray for him he would be healed. After the neeting
closed, the brethren called our attention to the case. They said that
the church was assisting them His wife was sick, and his child had
died. The brethren had net at his house, and united in praying for the
afflicted famly. W were nuch worn, and had the burden of |abor upon
us during the neeting, and wi shed to be excused. p. 188, Para. 2,
[170T].

I had resolved not to engage in prayer for any one, unless the Spirit
of the Lord should dictate in the matter. | had been shown that there
was so ruch iniquity abounding, even anobng professed Sabbat h-keepers
that | did not wish to unite in prayer for those of whose history |I had
no know edge. | stated ny reason. | was assured by brethren that, as
far as they knew, he was a worthy brother. | conversed a few words with
the one who had solicited our prayers that he m ght be healed. | could
not feel free. He wept. Said he had waited for us to cone, and felt
assured that if we would pray for himhe would be restored to health.
We told himwe were unacquainted with his life; that we had rather
t hose who knew hi m would pray for him He inportuned us so earnestly
that we decided to consider his case, and present it before the Lord
that night; and if the way seened all clear, we would conply with his
request. That night we bowed before God and presented his case before
him W entreated that we m ght know the will of God concerning him
Al we desired was that God m ght be glorified. Wuld the Lord have us
pray for this afflicted man? We |left the burden with the Lord, and
retired to rest. In a dreamthe case of that brother was clearly
presented. His course fromhis childhood up was shown, and if we shoul d
pray, the Lord would not hear us; for he regarded iniquity in his
heart. The next norning the brother cane for us to pray for him W



took him aside, and told himwe were sorry to be conmpelled to refuse
his request. | related ny dream which he acknow edged was true. He had
practiced sel f-abuse from his boyhood up. He had continued the practice
during his married life. He said he would try to break hinmself of this
sin. This man had a | ong-established habit to overcone. He was in the
m ddl e age of life. His nmoral principles were so weak when brought in
conflict with |ong-established indul gence, that they were overcone. The
ani mal had gai ned the ascendancy over the higher nature. | asked himin
regard to health reform He could not live it, he said. Hs wife would
t hrow graham fl our out of doors, if it was brought into the house. This
man had been hel ped by the church. Prayer also, had been offered in
their behalf. Their child had died, and the wife was sick, and the
husband and father would | eave his case upon us, for us to bring before
a pure and holy God, that he might work a miracle for himand make him
well. The noral sensibilities of this man were benunbed. p. 189, Para.
1, [170T1].

When the young adopt vile practices while the spirit is tender, they
will never obtain force to develop, fully and correctly, physical
intellectual, and noral character. Here was a man debasi ng hi nsel f
daily, and yet, dares to venture into the presence of God, and ask an
i ncrease of strength which he has vilely squandered, and which if
granted, he will consune upon his lust. What forbearance has God! If he
shoul d deal with man according to his corrupt ways before him who
could live in his sight? What if we had been | ess cautious, and carried
the case of this man before God while he was practicing iniquity, would
the Lord have heard? would he have answered? For thou art not a God
that hath pleasure in w ckedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.
The foolish shall not stand in thy sight; thou hatest all workers of
iniquity, "If | regard iniquity in ny heart, the Lord will not hear
me." p. 190, Para. 1, [170rT1].

This is not a solitary case. Even the marriage -- relation was not
sufficient to preserve this man fromthe corrupt habits of his youth. |
wi sh | could be convinced that such cases as the one | have presented
are rare; but | know they are frequent. Children born to parents who
are controlled by corrupt passions, are worthless. p. 191, Para. 1
[170T].

What can be expected of such children, but -- that they will sink
lower in the scale than their parents? What can be expected of the

ri sing generation? Thousands are devoid of principle. These very ones
are transmitting to their offspring their own mserable, corrupt

passi ons. What a | egacy! Thousands drag out their unprincipled lives,
tainting their associates, and perpetuating their debased passions, by
transmitting themto their children. They take the responsibility of
giving to themthe stanp of their characters. p. 191, Para. 2, [170T].

I come again to Christians. If all who profess -- to obey the | aw of
God were free frominiquity, nmy soul would be relieved; but they are
not. Even sone who profess to keep all the commandnments of God are
guilty of the sin of adultery. What can | say to arouse the benunbed
sensibilities? Mral principle strictly carried out, becones the only
safeguard of the soul. If ever there was a tine when the diet should be
of the nost sinple kind, it is now Meat should not be placed before
our children. Its influence is to excite and increase the force of the
| ower passions and has a tendency to deaden the noral or higher powers.



Grains and fruits prepared free fromgrease, and in as natural a
condition as possible, should be the food for the tables of all who
claimto be preparing for translation to Heaven. The | ess feverish the
diet, the nore easily can the passions be controlled. The gratification
of taste should not be consulted irrespective of physical

intellectual, or noral health. p. 191, Para. 3, [170T].

I ndul gence of the baser passions will |lead very many to shut their
eyes to the light; for they fear they shall see sins which they are
unwilling to forsake. All may see if they will. |If they choose darkness
rather than light, their crimnality will be none the |ess. Wiy do not
men and wonen read, and becone intelligent upon these things, which so
decidedly affect their physical, intellectual, and noral strength? God

has given you a habitation to care for, and preserve in the best
condition for his service and glory. Your bodies are not your own.
"What! know ye not that your body is the tenple of the Holy Ghost,
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye
are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God's." "Know ye not that ye are the tenple of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the
templ e of God, himshall God destroy; for the tenple of God is holy,
which tenple ye are.” p. 192, Para. 1, [170T].



