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June 6, 1863, | was shown some of the dangers of the young. Satan is
controling the m nds of youth, and | eading their inexperienced feet
astray. The youth are ignorant of his devices, and parents shoul d be
awake, and in these perilous times work with perseverance and industry;
to shut out the first approach of the foe. They should instruct their
chil dren when they go out and when they come in, when they rise up, and
when they sit down. It should be Iine upon line, precept upon precept,
here a little and there a little. p. 132, Para. 4, [100T].

The nother's work commences with the infant. She should subdue the
will and tenper of the child, and bring its disposition into
subjection. Learn it to obey. As the child grows older, relax not the
hand. Every nother should take tinme to reason with the child, to
correct its errors, and patiently teach it the right way. Christian
parents shoul d know that they are instructing and fitting their
children to becone children of God. The whol e religi ous experience of
the children is influenced by the instructions given, and character

formed, in childhood. If the child s will is not subdued and nade to
yield in childhood to the will of the parents, then what a task! What a
severe struggle! What a conflict, to yield that will which never was

subdued, to the requirenents of God! Parents who neglect this inportant
work, conmit a great error, and sin against their poor children, and

agai nst God. Children, while under strict discipline, will at tines
have dissatisfied feelings. They will feel inpatient under restraint,
and will wish to have their own will, and go and cone as they pl ease

And they will often feel, fromthe ages of ten to eighteen, that there
woul d be no harmin going to picnics and other gatherings of young
associ ates; yet their experienced parents can see danger. They are
acquai nted with the peculiar tenperanents of their children, and know
the influence of these things upon their mnds, and in reference to
their salvation, keep them back fromthese exciting anmusenents. p
132, Para. 5, [100T].

When these children decide to | eave the pleasures of the world

t henmsel ves, and choose to be Christ's disciples, what a burden is
lifted fromthe hearts of careful, faithful parents. Yet even then the
| abor of the parents nust not cease. The children then should not be
left to take their own course, and al ways choose for thenselves. They
have then just commenced the warfare in earnest against sin, pride,
passi on, envy, jealousy, hatred, and all the evils of the natura

heart. And parents need to watch and counsel their children, and decide
for them and show themthat if they do not yield cheerful, willing
obedi ence to their parents, they cannot yield willing obedi ence to Cod,
and it is inpossible for themto be Christians. p. 132, Para. 6,
[100T].



Parents shoul d encourage their children to confide in them and
unburden to themtheir heart griefs, their daily little annoyances and
trials. If they do this, the parents can learn to synpathize with their
children, and pray for themand with them that God would shield and
gui de them They should point themto their never-failing Friend and
Counsel or, who will be touched with the feelings of their infirmties.
He was tenpted in all points |like as we are, yet without sin. p. 133,
Para. 1, [100T1].

Satan tenpts children to be reserved to their parents, and choose
t heir young and i nexperienced conpanions as their confidents; such as
cannot help them but give them bad advice. Young girls and boys get
toget her and chat, and | augh, and joke, and drive Christ out of their
hearts, and angels fromtheir presence, by their foolish nonsense.
Unprofitabl e conversation upon the acts and doing of others, small talk
about this young man, or that girl, w thers noble, devotional thoughts
or feelings, and drives good and holy desires fromthe heart, and

| eaves it cold and destitute of true love for God and his truth. p.
133, Para. 2, [100T].

Chil dren woul d be saved frommany evils if they would be nore famliar
with their parents. Parents should encourage in their children a

di sposition to be open and frank with them to cone to themwth their
difficulties, and when they are perplexed as to what course is right to
lay the matter just as they view it before their parents, and ask
advice of them Who are so well calculated to see and point out their
dangers as godly parents? Who can understand the peculiar tenperanents
of their own children as well as they? The nother who has watched every
turn of the mind frominfancy, and is acquainted with the natura

di sposition, is best prepared to counsel her children. Wo can tell as
well what traits of character to check and restrain, as the nother,
aided by the father? p. 134, Para. 1, [100T].

Children who are Christians will prefer the | ove and approbati on of
their God-fearing parents above every earthly blessing. They will |ove
and honor their parents. This should be one of the principal studies of
their lives, How can | make my parents happy? Children who have not
been disciplined and received right instruction, have in this
rebellious age but little sense of their obligations to their parents.
It is often the case the nore their parents do for themthe nore
ungrateful they are, and the |l ess they respect them Children that have
been petted and waited upon, always expect it; and if their
expectations are not net, they are disappointed and di scouraged. This
same disposition will be seen through their whole lives, and they will
be hel pl ess, | eaning upon others for aid, expecting others to favor
them and yield to them And if they are opposed, even after grown to
manhood and womenhood, they think thensel ves abused; and thus they
worry their way through the world, hardly able to bear their own
wei ght, often murmuring and fretting because every thing does not suit
them p. 134, Para. 2, [100T].

| saw that some people are learning their children | essons which wll
prove ruinous to them and they are also planting thorns for their own
feet. M staken parents have thought if they gratified the wi shes of
their children, and et themfollow their own inclinations, they would
gain their love. Wat a mistaken idea! what an error! Children thus
di sci plined, grow up unrestrained in their desires, unyielding in their



di spositions, selfish, exacting, and overbearing, and are a curse to

t hemsel ves and everybody around them Parents, to a great extent, hold
the future happiness of their children in their own hands. Upon them
rests the inportant work of forming their children's character. The

i nstructions they give themin childhood, will follow themall through
their lives. Parents can sow the seed which will spring up and bear
fruit either for good or evil. They can fit their sons and daughters

for happiness or misery. p. 134, Para. 3, [100T].

Chil dren shoul d be taught very young to be useful, to help thenselves,
and help others. Many daughters of this age can see their nothers
toiling, cooking, washing, or ironing, while they sit w thout renorse
of conscience in the parlor to read stories, knit edging, crotchet, or
enbroider. Their hearts are as unfeeling as a stone. But where does
this wong originate? Who are the ones usually to blame in this matter?
The poor, deceived parents. They overl ook the future good of their
children, and in their nistaken fondness, let themsit in idleness, or
do that which is of but little account, which requires no exercise of
the m nd or nuscles, and excuse the indol ent daughters because they are
weakly. What has made them weakly? It has often been the wong course
of the parents. A proper amount of exercise about the house woul d
i nprove both mnd and body. But they are deprived of this through false
i deas, until the children are averse to work. Work is di sagreeable, and
does not accord with their ideas of gentility. It is thought to be
unl ady-1i ke and coarse to wash di shes, iron, or stand over the wash-
tub. This is the fashionable instruction which is given children in
this unfortunate age. p. 135, Para. 1, [100T].

God' s peopl e should be governed by different principles than
wor | dl i ngs, who seek to gauge all their course of action according to
fashion. In every instance should God-fearing parents train their
children for a life of useful ness. They should not permt their
principles of governnment to be tainted with the extravagant notions
prevailing in this age, that they nust conformto the fashions and be
governed by the opinions of worldings. They should not permt their
children to choose their own associates. Teach themthat it is your
duty to choose for them Prepare themto bear burdens when young. If
your children have been unaccustoned to | abor, they will soon becone
weary. They will conplain of side-ache, pain in the shoul ders, and
tired linbs, and parents will be in danger through synpathy, of doing
their work thenselves, rather than have their children suffer a little.
Let the burden upon the children be very light at first, and then
increase the labors a little nore every day, until they can do a proper
anount of |abor wi thout beconming so weary. Inactivity is the greatest
cause of side-ache and shoul der-ache anmong children. p. 135, Para. 2,
[100T].

There is a class of young ladies in this age who are nerely usel ess
creatures, only good to breathe, eat, wear, chat, and tal k nonsense,
while in their fingers they hold a bit of enbroidery or crotchet. But
few of the youth show real sound judgnent and good commopn sense. They
lead a butterfly life, without any special object in view. Wen this
class of worldly associates get together, about all you can hear is a
few silly remarks to one another about dress, or sonme frivolous matter
and then they laugh at their own remarks which they consider very
bright. This is frequently done before ol der people, who can but fee
saddened at such | ack of reverence for their years. Such seemto have



| ost all sense of nobdesty and good menners. Yet the way that they have
been instructed leads themto think it the high of gentility. p. 136,
Para. 1, [100rT].

This spirit is like a contagi ous di sease. God's people should choose
the society for their children, and teach themto avoid the conpany of
these vain worldlings. Mdthers should take their daughters with them

into the kitchen, and patiently educate them The constitution will be
better for such labor. The muscles will gain tone and strength, and
their nmeditations will be nore healthy and el evated at the close of the

day. They may be weary, but how sweet is rest after a proper anmount of

| abor. Sleep, nature's sweet restorer, invigorates the weary body, and
prepares it for the next day's duties. Do not intimate to your children
that it is no matter whether they |abor or not. Teach themthat their
help is needed, that their time is of value, and that you depend on
their labor. p. 137, Para. 1, [100T1].

| have been shown that rmuch sin has resulted fromidl eness. Active
hands and m nds do not find time to heed every tenptation the Eneny
suggests; but idle hands and brains are all ready for Satan to control
The m nd, when not properly occupied, dwells upon inproper things.
Parents should learn their children that idleness is sin. | was
referred to Eze. xvi, 49. "Behold this was the iniquity of thy sister
Sodom pride, fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness, was in her
and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hands of the poor
and needy." p. 137, Para. 2, [100T1].

Children should feel that they are indebted to their parents, who have
wat ched over themin their infancy, and nursed themin sickness. They
shoul d realize that their parents have suffered nuch anxiety on their
account. Especially have conscientious, godly parents felt the deepest
interest that their children should take a right course. As they have
seen faults in their children, how heavy have been their hearts. |If the
children who caused those hearts to ache could see the effect of their
course, they would certainly relent. If they could see their nother's
tears, and hear her prayers to God in their behalf, if they could
listen to her suppressed and broken sighs, their hearts would feel, and
t hey woul d speedily confess their wongs and ask to be forgiven. There
is a wrk to be acconplished for old and young. Parents should better
qualify thenselves to nore fully discharge their duty to their
children. Some parents do not understand their children, and are not
really acquainted with them There is often a great distance between
parents and children. |If parents would enter nmore fully into the
feelings of their children, and draw out what is in their hearts, it
woul d have a beneficial influence upon them p. 137, Para. 3, [100T].

Parents should deal faithfully with the souls commtted to their
trust. They should not encourage in them pride, extravagance or |ove of
show. They should not teach them nor suffer themto learn, little
pranks which appear cunning in small children, which they have to
unl earn and correct them for, when they are older. Habits fornmed when
very young, are not easily forgotten. Parents should comence to
di scipline the mnds of their children while very young, to the end
that they may be Christians. Let all your efforts be for their
sal vation. Act as though they were placed in your care to be fitted as
precious jewels to shine in the ki ngdom of God. Beware how you | ul
your children to sleep over the pit of destruction, with the m staken



t hought that they are not old enough to be accountable, and are not old
enough to repent of their sins and profess Christ. p. 138, Para. 1
[100T].

I was referred to the many precious pronises on record for those who

seek their Saviour early. Eccl. xii, 1. "Renenber now thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, while the evil days cone not, nor the years draw
ni gh when thou shalt say, | have no pleasure in them" Prov. viii, 17.
"I love themthat |ove nme, and those that seek ne early shall find nme."
The great Shepherd of Israel is still saying, "Suffer little children

to come unto nme, and forbid themnot; for of such is the kingdom of
Heaven." Teach your children that youth is the best time to seek the
Lord. Their young minds are not harrassed with care, and the burdens of
life are not heavy upon them and while so free they should devote the
best of their strength to God. p. 138, Para. 2, [100T].

We are living in an unfortunate age for children. A heavy current is
setting downward to perdition, and it needs nore than chil dhood's
experience and strength to press against this current, and not be borne
down by it. Satan and his angels are |eading the youth generally to
certain destruction. They seemto be his captives. Satan and his angels
are warring agai nst the governnment of God, and all who have a desire to
yield their hearts to himand obey his requirenents, Satan will try to
perpl ex, and overcone with his tenptations, that they nmay becone
di scouraged and give up the warfare. p. 139, Para. 1, [100T].

Parents, help your children. Arouse fromthe |ethargy which has been
upon you. Watch continually to cut off the current, and roll back the
wei ght of evil Satan is pressing in upon your children. The children
cannot do this of themselves. Parents can do nuch. By earnest prayer
and living faith, great victories will be gained. Sonme parents have not
realized the responsibilities resting upon them and have neglected the
religious education of their children. In the norning the Christian's
first thoughts should be upon God. Worldly | abor and sel f-interest
shoul d be secondary. Before |eaving the house for |abor, all the famly
shoul d be coll ected together, and taught that they nust respect and
reverence the hour of prayer. The father, or the nmother in the father's
absence, should with humility and a heart full of tenderness, with a
sense of the tenptations and dangers before thensel ves and their
children, plead fervently before God that he woul d keep the children
through the day. By faith bind your children upon the altar, entreating
for themthe care of the Lord. Mnistering angels will guard children
who are thus dedicated to God. It is the duty of Christian parents,
nor ni ng and eveni ng, by earnest prayer and persevering faith, to nake a
hedge about their children. They should patiently instruct them-kindly
and untiringly teach themhowto live in order to please God. p. 139,
Para. 2, [100T1].

I npatience in the parent excites inpatience in the children. Passion
mani fested by the parents, creates passion in the children, and stirs
up the evils of their nature. Sone parents correct their children
severely with a spirit of inpatience, and often in passion. Such
corrections produce no good result. In seeking to correct one evil,
they create two. Continual censuring and whi ppi ng hardens children, and
weans them fromtheir parents. Parents should first learn to contro
t hemsel ves; then they can nore successfully control their children
Every time they |lose self-control, and speak and act inpatiently, they



sin agai nst God. They should first reason with their children, clearly
poi nt out their wongs, show themtheir sin, and inpress upon themthat
t hey have not only sinned agai nst them but against God. Wth your
heart subdued and full of pity and sorrow for your erring children,
pray with them before correcting them Then your correction will not
cause your children to hate you. They will |love you. They will see that
you do not punish them because they have put you to inconveni ence, or
because you wish to vent your displeasure upon them but froma sense
of duty for their good, that they may not be left to grow up in sin and
w ckedness. p. 139, Para. 3, [100T].

Some parents have failed to give their children a religious education
and have al so negl ected their school education. Neither should have
been neglected. Children's mnds will be active. If not engaged in
physi cal | abor, or occupied with study, they will be exposed to bad
influences. It is sin for parents to suffer their children to grow up
in ignorance. They should be supplied with useful and interesting
books. They should be | earned to work, and have hours for physica
| abor, and hours to devote to study and reading. p. 140, Para. 1
[100T].

Parents should seek to elevate the mnds of their children. They
shoul d cultivate their intellect, and strive to inprove their nental
faculties. The mind left to itself uncultivated will be generally | ow,
sensual , and corrupt. Satan inproves his opportunity, and educates idle
m nds. p. 141, Para. 1, [100T].

Parents, the recording angel wites every inpatient, fretful word you
utter to your children. Every failure on your part to give your
children proper instruction, and show them the exceedi ng sinful ness of
sin, and the final result of a sinful course, is marked agai nst your
nanme. Every unguarded word spoken before your children carel essly, or
in jest, not chaste and el evated, the recording angel marks as a spot
agai nst your Christian character. Al your acts are recorded, whether
they are good or bad. p. 141, Para. 2, [100T].

Parents cannot succeed well in the government of their children unti
they first have perfect governnent and control over thenselves. They
must first |learn to subdue thensel ves, and control their words, and the
very expression of the countenance. They should not suffer the tones of
their voice to be disturbed or agitated with excitenent and passion
Then they can have a decided influence over their children. p. 141,
Para. 3, [100T1].

Children may wi sh to do right; they may purpose in their hearts to be
obedi ent and kind to their parents or guardi ans; but they need help and
encouragenent fromthem They nay have good resol utions, but unless
their principles are strengthened by religion, and their lives
i nfl uenced by the renewing grace of God, they will fail to cone up to
the mark. p. 141, Para. 4, [100T].

Parents should redouble their efforts for the salvation of their
children. They should faithfully instruct them and not |eave themto
gather up their education as best they can. They should not be left to
| earn good and bad indiscrimnately, with the idea that at some future
time the good will predominate, and the evil lose its influence. The
evil will increase faster than the good. It is possible the evil they



have | earned m ght be eradicated after many years; but who will venture
this? Time is short. It is easier and nmuch safer to sow clean and good
seed in the hearts of your children, than to pluck up the weeds
afterward. It is the parents' duty to watch | est surrounding influence
have an injurious effect upon their children. It is their duty to

sel ect the society for them and not suffer themto choose for

thensel ves. If parents do not do this work, who will? Can others have
that interest for your children which you should have? Can they have
that constant care and deep | ove that parents have? p. 141, Para. 5,
[100T].

Sabbat h- keepi ng chil dren may becone inpatient of restraint, and think
their parents too strict; and hard feelings nay even arise in their
hearts, and di scontented, unhappy thoughts nmay be cherished by them
agai nst those who are working for their present, their future and
eternal good. But if |life should be spared a few years, they will bless
their parents for their strict care and faithful watchful ness over them
in their years of inexperience. Parents should explain and sinplify the
pl an of salvation to their children, that their young m nds may
conprehend it. Children of eight, ten, or twelve years of age, are old
enough to be addressed on the subject of personal religion. Do not
teach your children with reference to sonme future period, when they
shall be old enough to repent and believe the truth. Very young
children, if properly instructed, may have correct views of their state
as sinners, and of the way of salvation through Christ. Mnisters are
generally too indifferent to the salvation of children, and are not
personal as they should be. Gol den opportunities to inpress the m nds
of children frequently pass wi thout being inproved. p. 142, Para. 1
[100T].

The bad influence around our children is al nost overpowering;
corrupting their mnds and | eading them down to perdition. The m nds of
youth are naturally given to folly, and at an early age, before their
characters are forned, and their judgment matured, they frequently
mani f est preference for associates who will have an injurious influence
over them Sonme form attachnments for the other sex, and disregard the
wi shes and entreaties of their parents, and break the fifth
commandnent, by thus dishonoring them It is the duty of parents to
wat ch the going out and coming in of their children. They should
encourage them and present inducenents before themwhich will attract
them at hone, and |lead themto see that their parents are interested
for them They should nmake hone pl easant and cheerful. Speak kindly to
your children. Fathers and nothers, renmenber how sensitive you are, how
little you can bear to be blamed. Reflect, and know that your children
are like you. That which you cannot bear, don't lay upon your children.
If you cannot bear censure and bl ane, neither can your children who are
weaker than you, and cannot endure as nmuch. Let your pleasant, cheerfu
words ever be |ike sunbeanms in your famly. The fruits of self-control
t hought f ul ness, and pai ns-taking on your part, will be an hundred-fold.
p. 142, Para. 2, [100T1].

No father or nother has any right to sadden and bring a gl oomy cloud
over their children's happiness, by fault-finding, or severe censure
for little mistakes and trifles. Actual wong and sin should be nade to
appear just as sinful as it is, and a decided, firm course should be
pursued to prevent the recurrence of simlar sins and wongs. |npress
themw th a sense of their wongs. Don't | eave themin a hopeless state



of mind. Leave upon their nminds a degree of courage that they can
i nprove and gai n your confidence and approval. p. 143, Para. 1
[100T].

Sone parents mistake in giving their children too nmuch |iberty. They
soneti nmes have so nuch confidence in themthat they do not see their
faults. It is wong to allow children, at some expense, to visit at a
di stance, unacconpani ed by their parents or guardians. It has a wong
i nfluence upon the children. They feel that they are of considerable
consequence, and that certain privileges belong to them and if not
granted them they think thensel ves abused. They refer to children who
go and cone, and have many privileges, while they have so few And the
nmot her fears that the children will think her unjust unless she
gratifies their wi shes, which in the end proves a great injury to the
children. Inpressions are often received by the young visitors, who
have not a parent's watchful eye over themto see and correct their
faults, which will take nonths to do away. | was referred to cases
where parents have had good, obedient children, and have had the utnost
confidence in certain famlies, and trusted their children to go from
them at a distance to visit them which has caused an entire change
fromthat time in the deportment and character of their children.
Formerly they were contented and happy at honme, and had no great desire
to be nmuch in the conpany of other young people. When they return to
their parents, restraint seens unjust, and hone is like a prison to
them Such unwi se novenents of parents decide the character of their
children. p. 143, Para. 2, [100T1].

Some children by thus visiting, formattachnents which prove their
ruin in the end. Parents should keep their children with themif they
can, and should watch themwi th the deepest solicitude. p. 144, Para.
1, [1lo0T].

When you let your children visit away fromyou at a di stance, they
feel that they are old enough to take care of, and choose for
t hensel ves. When the young are thus left to thenselves, their

conversation is often upon things which will not refine or elevate
them nor increase their love for the things of religion. The nore they
are permitted to visit, the greater will be their desire to go, and the

| ess attractive will hone be to them p. 144, Para. 2, [100T].

Children, God has seen fit to entrust you to the care of your parents,
for themto instruct, discipline, and act their part in formng your
character for heaven. And yet it rests with you to say whether you will
devel op a good Christian character by making the best of the advantages
you have had from godly, faithful, praying parents. Notwi thstandi ng al
the anxiety and faithful ness of parents in behalf of their children
t hey al one cannot save them There is a work for the children to do.
Every child will have an individual case of his or her own to attend
to. Believing parents have a responsi ble work before them to guide the
footsteps of their children, even in their religious experience. \Wen
your children truly love God, they will bless and reverence their
parents for the care which they have nmanifested for them and their
faithful ness in restraining their desires and subduing their wills. p.
144, Para. 3, [100T].

The prevailing influence in the world is to suffer the youth to foll ow
the natural turn of their mnds. And if very wild in youth, parents say



they will come right after a while, and when sixteen or eighteen years
of age, reason for thenselves, and | eave off their wong habits, and
beconme at | ast useful nen and women. What a m stake! They pernmit an
eneny for years to sow the garden of the heart. Suffer wong principles
to growin the heart, and with all the | abor afterward bestowed on that
soil, in many cases it will avail nothing. Satan is an artful
persevering workman. He is a deadly foe. He takes advantage of every

i ncauti ous word spoken to the injury of youth, whether in flattery, or
to cause themto | ook upon sone sin with | ess abhorrence. Satan

nouri shes the bad seed, that it may take root and yield a bountiful
harvest. Some parents have suffered their children to form characters,
the marks of which may be seen all through Iife. Upon their parents
lies this sin. They may profess to be Christians, yet wi thout a specia
wor k of grace upon the heart, and a thorough reformin life, their past
habits will be seen in all their experience, and they will exhibit just
the character their parents allowed themto form p. 145, Para. 1,
[100T].

On account of the standard of piety being so | ow anong professed
Christians generally, it is nuch nore | aborious and trying for those
who wish to follow Christ in sincerity. The influence of worldly
professors is injurious to the young. The mass of professed Christians
have removed the line of distinction between Christians and the world.
And while they profess to be living for Christ, they are living for the
world. Their faith has but little restraining influence upon their
pl easures. Wile they profess to be children of the light, they walk in
darkness and are children of the night and of darkness: Those who wal k
i n darkness cannot | ove God, and sincerely desire to glorify him They
are not enlightened to discern the excellence of heavenly things, and
therefore cannot truly love them They profess to be Christians because
it is considered honorable, and there is no cross for themto bear
Their notives are often selfish. Sonme such professors can enter the
ball -room and unite with all the anmusenents which it affords. OQthers
cannot go quite to such a length as this, yet they can attend parties
of pleasure, picnics, donation-parties, and exhibitions. And the npst
di scerning Christian would fail to detect in such professed Christians
one mark of his or her Christianity. One would fail to see any
difference in their appearance fromthe greatest unbeliever. The
profligate, and open scoffer of religion, and the openly profane, al
m ngl e together as one. And God regards themas one in spirit and
practice. p. 145, Para. 2, [100T].

A profession of Christianity without corresponding faith and works,
will avail nothing. No man can serve two masters. The children of the
wi cked One are their own naster's servants, and to whomthey yield
t hensel ves servants to obey, his servants they are. Until they renounce
the Devil and all his works, they cannot be the servants of God. It
cannot be harm ess for servants of the heavenly King to engage in the
pl easures and anmusenents which Satan's servants engage in, even if they
often repeat that such anusenents are harm ess. God has reveal ed sacred
and holy truths, to separate his people fromthe ungodly, and purify
them unto hinself. Seventh-day Adventists should live out their faith.
Those who obey the ten commandnments, view the state of the world and
religious things fromaltogether a different stand-point from
prof essors who are | overs of pleasures, who shun the cross, and are
living in violation of the fourth commandnent. In the present state of
things in society, the task is no easy one, for parents to restrain



their children, and instruct them according to the Bible rule of right.
Prof essors of religion have so departed fromthe word of God, that when
his people return to his sacred word, and would train their children
according to its precepts, and |i ke Abraham of old command their
househol ds after them the poor children with such an influence around
themthink their parents unnecessarily exacting and over-careful, in
regard to their associates. They naturally desire to foll ow the exanple
of worldly, pleasure-loving professors. p. 146, Para. 1, [100T].

In these days, persecution and reproach for Christ's sake, are
scarcely known. But very little self-denial and sacrifice is necessary
in order to put on a form of godliness, and have the name upon a church
book. But to live in such a manner that our ways will be pleasing to
God, and our nanmes registered in the book of life, will require
wat chf ul ness and prayer, self- denial and sacrifice on our part.

Prof essed Christians should be no exanple for the youth, only as far as
they follow Christ. Right actions are unm stakable fruits of true
godl i ness. The Judge of all the earth will give every one according as
his works shall be. Children who follow Christ, have a warfare before
them They have a daily cross to bear in comng out fromthe world and
bei ng separate, and imtating the life of Christ. p. 146, Para. 2,
[100T].

p. 148, Para. 1, [100T1].

I was shown that God's people dwell too much under a cloud. It is not
the will of God for his people to live in unbelief. Jesus is light, and
in himis no darkness at all. His children are the children of Iight.
They are renewed in his imge, and called out of darkness into his
marvelous light. He is the light of the world, and they that follow him
are the light of the world. They shall not walk in darkness, but shal
have the light of life. The nore closely the people of God strive to
imtate Christ, the nore perseveringly will they be pursued by the
eneny. But their nearness to Christ strengthens themto resist the
efforts of our wily foe to draw them from Christ. p. 148, Para. 1,
[100T].

I was shown that there was too nuch conparing ourselves anong
ourselves, taking fallible nortals for a pattern when we have a sure,
unerring Pattern. The people of God should not neasure thensel ves by
the worl d, nor by the opinions of nen, nor by what they once were
before enbracing the truth. But their faith and position in the world,
as they now are, must be conpared with what they would have been if
their course had been continually onward and upward since they
professed to be followers of Christ. This is the only safe conparison
that can be made. In every other, there will be self-deception. If the
noral character and spiritual state of God's people, do not correspond
with the blessings, privileges, and |light, which have been conferred
upon them they are weighed in the bal ance and found wanti ng. Angels
make their report, WANTING p. 148, Para. 2, [100T].

Wth some, the know edge of their true state seens to be hidden from
them They see the truth, but perceive not its inportance, or its
clainms. They hear the truth, but do not fully understand it, because
they do not conformtheir lives to it, and therefore are not sanctified
t hrough obeying it. And yet they rest as unconcerned, and wel
sati sfied, as though the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night,



as tokens of God's favor, went before them They profess to know God,
but in works deny him They reckon thenselves as his chosen, peculiar
peopl e, yet his presence and power to save to the utternost are seldom
mani f ested anong them How great is the darkness of such! yet they know
it not. The light shines, but they do not conprehend it. No stronger

del usi on can deceive the human mind, than that which nmakes them believe
that they are right, and that God accepts their works, when they are
sinning agai nst him They m stake the form of godliness for the spirit
and power thereof. They suppose that they are rich, and have need of
not hi ng, when they are poor, wetched, blind, and naked, and need al
things. p. 148, Para. 3, [100T].

There are sone who profess to be Christ's followers, yet have no | abor
in spiritual things. In any worldly enterprise they put forth efforts,
and nmani fest ambition to acconplish their object, and bring about their
desired end; but in the enterprise of everlasting life, where all is at
stake, and their eternal happi ness depends upon their success, they act
as indifferent as though they were not noral agents, and another was
pl aying the game of life for them and they had nothing to do but wait
the result. Oh, what folly! what madness! If all will only manifest
t hat degree of anmbition, zeal, and earnestness, for everlasting life
that they manifest in their worldly pursuits, they will be victorious
overconers. Every one, | saw, nust obtain an experience for thenselves,
act well and faithfully their part in the gane of life. Wile Satan is
wat ching his opportunity when the Christian is unguarded, to seize the
preci ous graces, the Christian will have a severe conflict with the
powers of darkness to retain themy or if they have | ost through |ack of
wat chf ul ness a heavenly grace, to regain it. p. 148, Para. 4, [100T].

But | was shown that it is the privilege of Christians to obtain
strength from God to hold every precious grace. Fervent and effectua
prayer will be regarded in Heaven. When the servants of Christ take the
shield of faith for their defense, and the sword of the Spirit for war,
there is danger in the Eneny's canp, and sonething nust be done.
Persecution and reproach only wait for those who are endued wi th power
fromon high to call theminto action. When the truth in its sinplicity
and strength prevails anong believers, and is brought to bear agai nst
the spirit of the world, it will be evident that between Christ and
Belial there is no concord. The disciples of Christ nust be living
exanples of the Iife and spirit of their Master. p. 149, Para. 1,
[100T].

Young and ol d have a conflict and warfare before them They shoul d not
sleep for a nonent. A wily foe is constantly on the alert to |lead them
astray and overcome them Believers in present truth nust be as
wat chful as their eneny, and manifest wisdomin resisting Satan. W]
they do this? WIIl they persevere in this warfare? WIl they be carefu
to depart fromall iniquity? Christ is denied in many ways. W may deny
himin our words, by speaking contrary to truth, or by speaking evil of
others, or by foolish talking or jesting, or by words that are idle. In
these things we nmanifest but little shrewdness or wi sdom W neke
oursel ves weak, and our efforts are feeble to resist our great Eneny,
and we are conquered. From the abundance of the heart the nouth
speaketh, and through [ ack of watchful ness we confess that Christ is
not in us. Those who will hesitate to devote thensel ves unreservedly to
God, nake poor work of following Christ. They follow himat such a
di stance they do not really know half the tinme whether they are



following his footprints, or the footsteps of their great Eneny. Wy
are we so slowto give up our interest in the things of this world, and
take Christ for our only portion? Why should we wi sh to keep the
friendship of our Lord' s enemes, and follow their custons and be | ed
by their opinions? There nmust be an entire, unreserved surrender to
God, a forsaking and turning away fromthe |ove of the world and
earthly things, or we cannot be his disciples. p. 149, Para. 2,

[100T].

The Iife and spirit of Christ is the only standard of excellence and
perfection, and our only safe course is in following his exanple. In
doing this he will guide us by his counsel, and afterward receive us to

glory. W nust strive diligently, and be willing to suffer nuch, in
order to walk in the footsteps of our Redeener. God is willing to work
for us, to give us of his free Spirit, if we will strive for it, live

for it, believe for it; and then we can walk in the light as he is in
the light. We can feast upon his love, and drink in of his rich
full ness. p. 150, Para. 1, [100T].

The East. p. 150, Para. 2, [100T].

The Lord has not tested his people upon any particular tinme since
1844. We have been, and still are, in the patient waiting tine. The
excitenent created by the 1854 tinme was considerabl e, and many have
settled it that that novenent was in the order of God, because it was
qui te extensive, and sonme were apparently converted in that novenent.
But such concl usions are not necessary. There was nuch preached in
connection with the tine in 1854, that was reasonable and right. Somne
who were honest, took truth and error, all together, and sacrificed
much of what they possessed to carry out that error, and after their
di sappoi ntnment they gave up both truth and error, and are now where it
is very difficult for the truth to reach them p. 151, Para. 1,
[100T].

Sonme have endured the di sappoi ntnent, and have seen the evidences of
present truth, and have enbraced the third angel's nessage, and are
striving to carry it out in their lives. But where there is one who has
been benefitted by believing the 1854 tine, there are ten who have been
injured by it, many of whom are placed where they will not be convinced
of the truth, though it be presented before themever so clearly. p.
151, Para. 2, [100T].

A spirit attended the proclamation of the 1854 tinme which was not of
God. It was a noi sy, rough, careless, excitable spirit. Noise was

consi dered by many the essential of true religion, and a spirit

rei gned, the tendency of which was to bring all down upon a |ow |evel.
This was considered by many humility. But if their peculiar views were
opposed, they would fly in a nonent, and accuse those who did not agree
with their ideas of things, of being proud, and of resisting the truth
and the power of God. They woul d mani fest an overbearing spirit. p.
151, Para. 3, [100T].

Holy angel s have been di spl eased and di sgusted with the irreverent
manner in which they have used the nanme of God, the great Jehovah.
Angel s mention that sacred nane with the greatest awe, ever veiling
their faces when they speak the name of God. The name of Christ is so
sacred to themthey speak it with the greatest reverence. But how



opposite the spirit and influence attending the 1854 tine novenent.
Sonme who are still under the same influence speak of God as they woul d
of a horse, or of any conmon-place thing. In their prayers they use the
words God Al mighty very common and irreverently. Those who do this have
no sense of the exalted character of God, of Christ, or of heavenly
things. p. 151, Para. 4, [100T].

I was shown that when God sent his angels anciently to mnister or
comuni cate to individuals, when they | earned that it was an angel they
had seen and tal ked with, they were struck with awe, and were afraid
that they should die. They had such exalted views of the terrible
maj esty and power of God, they thought to be brought into such close
connection with one direct fromhis holy presence, would destroy them
| was referred to Judg. vi, 22, 23; xiii, 21, 22; Josh. v, 13-15. If
angels were thus feared and honored because they cane fromthe presence
of God, with how much greater reverence should God be regarded? Many of
those who have been converted through the influence of the 1854
novenment, need to be converted anew. This class nust unlearn before
they can learn aright, else the poisonous weeds of error will grow
rank, and root out the precious seeds of truth. p. 152, Para. 1
[100T].

The only renmedy for the East is thorough discipline and organi zation.
A spirit of fanaticismhas ruled a certain class of Sabbath-keepers in
the East. They have sipped but lightly at the fountain of truth, and
are unacquainted with the spirit of the nmessage of the third angel
Not hi ng can be done for this class until their fanatical views are
corrected. Some who were in the 1854 novenent have brought along with
t hem erroneous views, such as the non-resurrection of the w cked, and
the future age. They are seeking to unite their erroneous views and
past experience with the nessage of the third angel. They cannot do
this. There is no concord between Christ and Belial. The non-
resurrection of the wicked, and their peculiar views of the age to
conme, are gross errors. Satan has worked themin anong the | ast-day
heresies to serve his own purpose to ruin souls. These errors can have
no harmony with the nmessage of heavenly origin. Some of them have
exerci ses which they call gifts, and say that the Lord has placed them
in the church. They have an unneani ng gi bberi sh which they call the
unknown tongue, which is unknown not only by man, but by the Lord and
all Heaven. Such gifts are manufactured by nmen and wonen, aided by the
great Deceiver. Fanaticism false excitenent, false talking in tongues,
and noi sy exercises have been considered gifts which God has placed in
t he church. Sone have been deceived here. The fruits of all this have
not been good. By their fruits ye shall know them Fanaticism and noise
have been consi dered special evidences of faith. Some are not satisfied
with a nmeeting unless they have a powerful and happy tinme. They work
for this, and get up an excitenent of feeling. The influence of such
nmeetings is not beneficial. Wien the happy flight of feeling is gone,
they sink | ower than before the neeting, because their happi ness did
not come fromthe right source. The nost profitable neetings for
spiritual advancenent, are those which are characterized with solemity
and deep searching of heart; each seeking to know hinself, and
earnestly, and in deep humlity, seeking to learn of Christ. p. 152,
Para. 2, [100T1].

There are many restless spirits who will not submit to discipline,
system and order. They think that their |iberties would be abridged



were they to lay aside their own judgnent and submit to the judgnment of
t hose of experience. The work of God will not progress unless there is
a disposition to submt to order, and expel the reckless, disorderly
spirit of fanaticismfromtheir neetings. |Inpressions and feelings are
no sure evidence that a person is being led by the Lord. Satan will, if
he is unsuspected, give feelings and i npressions. These are not correct
and safe guides. Al should acquaint thensel ves thoroughly with the

evi dences of our faith, and the great study should be, How they can
adorn their profession and bear fruit to the glory of God. None should
take a course to make thensel ves di sgusting to unbelievers. They should
be chaste, nodest, and elevated in their conversation. Their lives
shoul d be bl anel ess. A reckless, trifling, joking spirit should be
rebuked. It is no fruit of the grace of God upon the heart for a person
to talk and pray with talent in nmeeting, and when out of meeting give
up to a rough, careless manner of talking and acting. Such are a
reproach to the cause of God, and are miserable representatives of our
faith. p. 152, Para. 3, [1l00T].

According to the Iight which God has given nme, there will yet be a

| arge company raised up in the East to consistently obey the truth.
Those who follow in the distracted course they have chosen, wll be
left to enbrace errors which will finally overthrow them They will for
a tinme be stunbling-blocks to those who would receive the truth.

M ni sters who |abor in word and doctrine, should be thorough worknen,
and should present the truth in its purity, yet with sinplicity. They
shoul d feed the flock with clean provender, thoroughly w nnowed. There
are wandering stars professing to be mnisters sent of God, who are
preachi ng the Sabbath from place to place, and have truth mixed up with
erroneous sentinments, and throw out a strange junble of views to the
peopl e. Satan has pushed themin to disgust intelligent and sensible
unbel i evers. Sonme of these have nmuch to say upon the gifts, and are
often especially exercised. They give thenselves up to wild, excitable
feelings, and nake unintelligible sounds which they call the gift of
tongues. A certain class seemto receive it, and are charmed with the
strange mani festations which they witness. A strange spirit rules with
this class, which would bear down and run over any one who woul d
reprove them God's spirit is not in the work. His spirit does not
attend such workmen. It is another spirit. Still such preachers will
have success anpbng a certain class. But this will increase the |abor
very much of God's servants whom he shall send, who are qualified to
present the Sabbath and gifts before the people in their proper light,
whose influence and exanple will be worthy of imtation. The truth
shoul d be presented in a manner which will nmake it attractive to the
intelligent mind. W are not understood as a people. W are | ooked upon
as degraded, and are accounted as poor, weak-m nded, and | ow. Then how
i mportant for all those who teach, and all who believe the truth, to be
so affected by its sanctifying influence as to show unbelievers by
their consistent, elevated |ives that they have been deceived in this
peopl e. How i nportant that the cause of truth be stripped of everything
like a false and fanatical excitement, that the truth may stand upon
its own nmerits, revealing its native purity and exalted character. p.
154, Para. 1, [100T].

| saw that it was highly inportant for these who preach the truth to
be refined in their manners. They should shun oddities and
eccentricities, and present the truth in its purity and cl earness.
was referred to Titus, i, 9. "Holding fast the faithful word as he hath



been taught, that he nay be able by sound doctrine to exhort and
convince the gainsayers.” In verse 16 Paul speaks of a class who
profess that they know God, but in works deny him "and unto every good
work are reprobate.” He then exhorts Titus, "But speak thou the things
whi ch becone sound doctrine: that the aged nen nay be sober, grave,
tenperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. Young nen |ikew se
exhort to be sober-minded. In all things showi ng thyself a pattern of
good works. |In doctrine showi ng uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,
sound speech that cannot be condemmed, that he that is of the contrary
part may be ashanmed, having no evil thing to say of you." This
instruction is witten for the benefit of all whom God has called to
preach the word, and also for the benefit of his people who hear the
word. p. 154, Para. 2, [100T].

The truth of God will never degrade, but will elevate the receiver. It
will refine his taste, sanctify his judgnent, and perfect himfor the
conpany of the pure and holy angels in the ki ngdom of God. There are
those whom the truth finds coarse, rough, odd, boastful, who take
advant age of their neighbors if they can, in order to benefit
thenmsel ves. They err in many ways, yet when the truth is believed by
themfromthe heart, it will work an entire change in their life. They
will inmediately comrence the work of reformation. The pure influence
of truth will elevate the whole man. In his business deal with his
fellow men he will have the fear of God before him and will love his
nei ghbor as hinself, and will deal just as he would wi sh to be dealt
by. H's conversation will be truthful, chaste, and of such an el evating
character that unbelievers cannot take advantage, or say evil of him
justly, neither be disgusted with his uncourteous ways and unbeconi ng
speech. He will carry the sanctifying influence of the truth into his
famly, and let his light so shine before themthat they by seeing his
good works may glorify God. He will in all the walks of |life exenplify
the life of Christ. p. 155, Para. 1, [100T].

The law of God will be satisfied with nothing short of perfection, of
perfect and entire obedience to all its clains. To cone half way to its
requi renents, and not render perfect and thorough subm ssion and
obedi ence, will avail nothing. The worldling and the infidel admire
consi stency, and have ever been powerfully convicted that God was of a
truth with his people, when their works correspond with their faith.
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them Every tree is known by
his own fruits. OQur words, our actions, are the fruit we bear. There
are those who hear the sayings of Christ, but do them not. They
profess, but their fruits are such as to disgust unbelievers. They are
boastful, and pray and talk in a self-righteous manner, exalting
t henmsel ves, and virtually thanking God, like the Pharisee, that they
are not as other men. They recount their good deeds, yet these very
ones are crafty, and overreach in business deal. Their fruits are not
good. Their words and acts are wong, and yet they seemto be blinded
to their destitute, wetched condition. p. 156, Para. 1, [100T].

I was shown that the follow ng scripture was applicable to such, who
go along under such a deception. "Not every one that saith unto ne,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth
the will of ny Father which is in Heaven. Many will say to nme in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy nane, and in thy nane
cast out devils, and in thy nane done many wonderful works? And then
will | profess unto them | never knew you; depart fromne, ye that



work iniquity." p. 156, Para. 2, [100T].

Here is the greatest deception that can affect the human mnd, for
persons to believe that they are right when they are wong. They think
that they are doing a great work in their religious life. Finally Jesus
tears off their self-righteous covering, and vividly presents before
themthe true picture of thenselves, in all their wongs and defornity
of religious character. They are found wanting when it is forever too
|ate to have their wants supplied. p. 157, Para. 1, [100T].

God has provided nmeans to correct the erring, yet if those who err,
choose to do as they think best, and follow their own judgnment, and
despi se the nmeans God has ordained to correct the erring and unite them
upon the truth, they will be brought into the position described by the
words of our Lord quoted above. p. 157, Para. 2, [100T1].

God is bringing out a people and preparing themto stand as one,
united, to speak the sane things, and carry out the prayer of Christ
for his disciples. "Neither pray |I for these alone, but for them al so
whi ch shall believe on ne through their word; that they all may be one,
as thou, Father, art in nme, and | in thee, that they also may be one in
us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent ne." p. 157, Para.
3, [100T1].

There are little conpanies continually arising who believe that God is
only with the very few, the very scattered, and their influence is to
tear down and scatter that which God's servants build up. There are
restless mnds who want to be seeing and believing something new
continually, who arise, sone in one place and sonme in another, al
doing a special work for the eneny, yet claimto have the truth. They
stand separate fromthe people whom God is | eading out and prospering,
and through whom he is to do his great work. They are continually
expressing their fears that the body of Sabbath-keepers are becom ng
like the world; but there are scarcely two of these whose views are in
har mony. They are scattered and confused, and yet deceive thenselves so
much as to think that God is especially with them Sone of these
profess to have the gifts anong them but the influence and teachings
of these gifts are to hold in doubt those upon whom God has laid the
speci al burden of his work, and to lead off a class fromthe body. The
peopl e who are putting forth every effort in accordance with God's word
to be one, who are established in the nessage of the third angel, they
| ook upon with suspicion, for the reason that they are extending their
| abor, and are gathering souls into the truth. They | ook upon them as
bei ng worl dly, because they have influence in the world, and their acts
testify that they expect God to do a special and great work yet upon
the earth, to bring out a people, and fit themfor Christ's appearing.
This class do not know what they really believe. They are ever
| earning, and never able to conme to the know edge of the truth. p
158, Para. 1, [100T].

One man arises, claimng to be led of God, who advocates the heresy of
the non-resurrection of the w cked, which is one of Satan's great
mast er - pi eces of error. Another cherishes erroneous views in regard to
the future age. Another zealously urges the American costune. They al
want full religious liberty, and each one goes independent of the
others, and yet clains that God is especially at work anong them Sone
rejoice in the idea that they have the gifts which others have not, and



they exult over the matter. May God deliver his people fromsuch gifts.
VWhat do these gifts do for then? Are they brought through the exercise
of these gifts into the unity of the faith? And do they convince the
unbeliever that God is with themof a truth? These di scordant ones,
believing all these different views, getting together and having

consi derabl e excitement, and the unknown tongue, let their light so
shine that unbelievers would say, These people are not sane; they are
carried away with a false excitenent, and we know that they do not have
the truth. Such stand directly in the way of sinners, and their
influence is effectual to keep men and wonmen out of the Sabbath. Such
will be rewarded according as their works shall be. Wuld to God they
woul d be reformed or give up the Sabbath. They would not then stand in
the way of unbelievers. God has | ed out men who have toiled for years,
who have been willing to make any sacrifice, who have suffered
privation, and endured trials in every shape to get out the truth
before the world, and by their consistent course do away the reproach
that fanatics have brought upon the cause of God. They have net
opposition in every form They have toiled night and day in searching
the evidences of our faith, that they might bring out the truth in its
clearness, in a connected form that it mght stand all opposition

I ncessant | abor and nmental trials in connection with this great work
have worn down nore than one constitution, and prematurely sprinkled
heads with gray hairs. They have not worn out in vain. God has narked
their earnest, tearful, agonizing prayers to himfor |ight and truth,
and that the truth might shine in its clearness. He has marked their
self-sacrificing efforts, and he will reward them as their works have
been. p. 159, Para. 1, [100T].

On the other hand, those who have not toiled to bring out these

preci ous points of truth, but have come up and received sonme points of
truth all prepared to their hand, take the Sabbath, and then all the
gratitude they manifest for the truth brought to them which cost them
not hi ng, but others so nuch, is to rise up like Korah, Dathan, and
Abi ram and reproach those upon whom God has | aid the burden of his
work. p. 160, Para. 1, [100T].

God has bl essed his people who have nmoved forward follow ng his
openi ng provi dence. He has brought out a people fromevery class upon
the great platformof truth. Infidels have been convinced that CGod was
with his people of a truth, and have hunbled their hearts to obey it.
The work of God progresses and noves steadily on. Notw thstanding al
the evidences that God has been |eading the body, yet there are, and
will continue to be, those who profess the Sabbath, who will nobve
i ndependent of the body. They will believe and act as they choose
Their views are confused. Their scattered state is a standing testinony
that God is not with them By the world the Sabbath and their errors
are placed upon a |level and thrown away together. God is angry with
those who pursue a course to make the world hate them |If a Christian
is hated because of his good works, and for following Christ, he wll
have a reward. But if he is hated because he does not take a course to
be | oved, hated because of his uncultivated manners, and because he
makes the truth a matter of quarrel with his neighbors, and because he
has taken a course to nmake the Sabbath as annoying as possible to them
he is a stunbling-block to sinners, a reproach to the sacred truth, and
unl ess he repents it were better for himthat a mllstone were hung
about his neck, and he cast into the sea. p. 160, Para. 2, [100T].



