To Save Man He Took the Eternal Risk--The Universe Looked On --
Unfall en Angel s Adm red and Adored--The Depths of Infinite Love
Reveal ed- - Abundant Provision for Every One.-- The conming of Christ to
our world was a great event, not only to this world, but to all the
worlds in the universe of God. Before the heavenly intelligences He was
to take upon Hinself our nature, to be tenpted in all points |like as we
are, and yet to | eave an exanple of perfect purity and unbl em shed
character. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 01] p. 1, Para. 1, [1915M5].

Satan and his angels exulted as they discovered that the Son of God
had taken upon Hinself the nature of man, and had cone to be man's
substitute, to engage in the conflict in our behalf. The human famly
had been overpowered by the deception of the eneny; for all have
sinned, and cone short of the glory of God, and the enemy hoped that
Christ also would becone a victimto his seductive wiles. [Cf: ST 01-
05-15 para. 02] p. 1, Para. 2, [1915M5]

Vol e Confederacy Attacked Him-- Satan gloried in the opportunity of
besi eging the Son of God with fierce tenptations. Because He had taken
upon Hinself the nature of man, Satan deenmed that his victory was
certain, and with every malignant device in his power he strove to
overcone Christ. The steadfast resistance of Christ to the tenptations
of the eneny brought the whole confederacy of evil to war agai nst H m
Evil nmen and evil angels united their forces against the Prince of
peace. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 03] p. 1, Para. 3, [1915MS]

He Took the Infinite Risk.-- The issues at stake were beyond the
conprehensi on of men, and the tenptations that assailed Christ were as
much nore intense and subtle than those which assail man as His
character was purer and nore exalted than is the character of man in
his noral and physical defilement. In His conflict with the prince of
darkness in this atomof a world, Christ had to neet the whole
confederacy of evil, the united forces of the adversary of God and nman;
but at every point He net the tenpter, and put himto flight. Christ
was conqueror over the powers of darkness, and took the infinite risk
of consenting to war with the eneny, that He m ght conquer himin our
behal f. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 04] p. 1, Para. 4, [1915M5].

The Redeener of the world clothed His divinity with humanity, that He
m ght reach humanity; for, in order to bring to the world salvation, it
was necessary that humanity and divinity should be united. Divinity
needed humanity, that humanity might afford a channel of conmunication
between God and man, and humanity needed divinity, that a power from
above m ght restore man to the likeness of God. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para.
05] p. 1, Para. 5, [1915MsS].

Christ was God, but He did not appear as God. He veiled the tokens of
divinity, which had commanded the homage of angels and called forth the
adoration of the universe of God. He made H nmself of no reputation,
took upon Hinself the formof a servant, and was made in the |ikeness
of sinful flesh. For our sakes He becanme poor, that we through H's
poverty mi ght be nade rich. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 06] p. 1, Para. 6,
[1915Ms] .

Descended to the Depths of Wbe.-- He hunbled Hinself to pass through
man's experiences, and He would not turn aside fromthe plan by which



sal vation could come to man. Knowing all the steps in the path of His
hum i ati on, He refused not to descend step by step to the depths of
man's woe, that He mi ght nmake expiation for the sins of the condemmed,
perishing world. What humlity was this! It amazed the angels. Tongue
can never describe it. Pen can never portray it. The inmgination can
not take it in. Sinless and exalted by nature, the Son of God consented
to take the habilinents of humanity, to become one with the fallen
race. The eternal Wrd consented to be made fl esh. God becane man. [Cf
ST 01-05-15 para. 07] p. 1, Para. 7, [1915Ms].

But He stepped still l[ower; He hunbled Hinself to bear insult,
reproach, accusation, and shameful abuse. In the world which He had
made, which was sustained by the word of Hi s power there seenmed to be
no roomfor Hm He had to flee fromone place to another until His
life work was acconplished. He was betrayed by one of His followers,
and deni ed by another. He was nocked and taunted. He was crowned with
thorns, and forced to bear the burden of the cross. [Cf: ST 01-05-15
para. 08] p. 2, Para. 1, [1915M5].

Felt its Bitterness and Endured it All.-- He was not insensible to

i gnom ny and contenpt; He submitted to it, but He felt its bitterness
as no other being could feel it. Pure, holy, and undefiled, He was yet
arraigned as a crimnal before the eyes of the world. Fromthe highest
exal tation the adorabl e Redeener took step after step in the path of
hum |iation. He consented to die in the sinner's stead, that by a life
of obedi ence man mni ght escape the penalty of the law. [Cf: ST 01-05-15
para. 09] p. 2, Para. 2, [1915M5].

He hunbl ed Hinsel f, and becane obedi ent unto death. And what a death!
It was the nost shaneful, the nost cruel,--the death upon the cross as
a mal efactor. He died not as a hero in the eyes of nen, |oaded with
honors; He died as a condemed crim nal, suspended between the heavens
and the earth--died a |ingering death, exposed to the tauntings and
revilings of a debased and profligate nob. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 10]
p. 2, Para. 3, [1915M5].

"All they that see Me |augh Me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they
shake the head." He was numbered with the transgressors, and even H s
ki nsmen according to the flesh disowed Hm He was forced to see the
sword pierce the heart of H's nother,--He beheld her sorrow. He expired
am dst derision. But all His sufferings were counted as of snal
account in consideration of the result He was working out in behalf of
man, and for the good of the whole universe. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 11]
p. 2, Para. 4, [1915M5].

The Cry Resounded in Al the Universe.-- He expired on the cross
exclaimng, "It is finished,"” and that cry rang through every world,
and through heaven itself. The great contest between Christ, the Prince
of life, and Satan, the prince of darkness, was practically over, and
Christ was conqueror. His death answered the question as to whether
there was self-denial with the Father and the Son. [Cf: ST 01-05-15
para. 12] p. 2, Para. 5, [1915M5]

Through the death of Christ a door of hope was opened for fallen man.
Man was under sentence of death for the transgression of the | aw of
God. He was under condemmation as a traitor, as a rebel; but Christ
came to be his substitute, to die as a mal efactor, to suffer the



penalty of the traitors, bearing the weight of their sins upon H's

di vine soul. He descended | ower and lower, till there were no | ower
depths of humiliation to sound, in order that He might lift up those
who woul d believe in Hm and cleanse the guilty from noral defil enent,
and inpart to them His own righteousness. He died to make an atonenent,
to redeem cleanse, restore, and exalt nan to a place at His right
hand. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 13] p. 2, Para. 6, [1915M5]

He Wal ked the Earth Unhonored.-- Through His |life upon earth, He
scattered bl essings wherever He went. Though at His word | egions of
angel s woul d render Hi m honage, yet He wal ked the earth unhonor ed,
unconfessed. In place of praise He met reproach. He wal ked anmong nen as
one of the poor and lowy. Though He heal ed the sick, relieved the
oppressed, bound up the brokenhearted, yet few called H m bl essed, and
the great of the earth passed Hmby with disdain. [Cf: ST 01-05-15
para. 14] p. 3, Para. 1, [1915M5]

Hi s Depths of Love for Man.-- As a nmenber of the human fanily He was
nortal, but as God He was a fountain of life to the world. He could
have wi thstood the advances of death and refused to conme under its
dom ni on, but voluntarily He laid down His |ife that He m ght bring
life and immortality to light. He bore the sin of the world, endured
the penalty, yielded up Hs |life as a sacrifice, that man shoul d not
eternally die. Contrast His suffering and humliation with the riches
of His glory, with the wealth of praise pouring forth fromi mortal
tongues, with the anthenms of adoration, with the homage of millions of
holy angels in the heights of the sanctuary, and seek to conprehend
what manner of |love inspired the heart of Jesus. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para.
15] p. 3, Para. 2, [1915M5].

How much has God | oved the race of nmen?--Look to Calvary. As you
behol d Jesus upon the cross, does not the heinous character of sin
appear? It was sin that caused the death of God's dear Son, and sin is
the transgression of the law. Says the prophet: "Surely He hath borne
our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem H m stricken
smtten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisenment of
our peace was upon Him and with His stripes we are healed. Al we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and
the Lord hath laid on Hmthe iniquity of us all. . . . It pleased the
Lord to bruise Hm He hath put Hmto grief: when Thou shalt make Hi s
soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong H's
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in Hi s hand. He shal
see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: by His
know edge shall My righteous Servant justify many; for He shall bear
their iniquities." [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 16] p. 3, Para. 3, [1915M5].

VWhen the sinner realizes that Christ died for him that He m ght

i mpute His righteousness unto him he magnifies the |ove of God in
providing the plan of salvation. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 17] p. 3,
Para. 4, [1915M5].

They Refused Life.-- "The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord." At infinite cost the salvation of man has been
purchased. The world may refuse the gift, but this will not lessen its

value, or relieve men of its responsibility. When He was upon earth
Jesus said to those who refused Hm "Ye will not conme to Me, that ye



m ght have life." There are many who are refusing to respond to the
drawi ng | ove of Christ to-day. Jesus calls, but many refuse to respond
to the invitation. They will not avail thenselves of the privilege of
havi ng Jesus for their personal Saviour. They do not cone in humlity
and faith, that they may know by a personal experience what they are to
Jesus, and what He is to them But the promise is, "He shall see of the
travail of Hi s soul, and shall be satisfied." Jesus will not rest unti
He leads His followers unto the realns of perfect joy and glory. [Cf

ST 01-05-15 para. 18] p. 3, Para. 5, [1915Ms].

They W1l Not Perish.-- The plans of God can not fail. Men make great
plans, but fail to acconplish the object that they design. They begin
to build and are not able to finish. They do not count the cost. But
Jesus counted the cost of the salvation of every son and daughter of
Adam He provi ded abundant neans whereby all m ght be saved, if they
woul d but conply with the conditions and | ay hold upon eternal life.
Unfailing resources are at H's command to conplete the work which He
has begun. Those who respond to His |ove, yielding their wills to H m
wi |l not perish, but have everlasting life. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 19]
p. 4, Para. 1, [1915M5].

How t he wondrous provision of the plan of God for the salvation of nen
wi dens and exalts our ideas of the |Iove of God! How it binds our hearts
to the great heart of infinite love!l How it makes us delight in H's
service, as our hearts respond to the drawing of Hi s |ovingkindness and
loving nercy! [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para. 20] p. 4, Para. 2, [1915M5]

John calls upon nen to behold the marvel ous | ove of God. He exclains:
"Behol d, what manner of |ove the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
shoul d be called the sons of CGod: therefore the world knoweth us not,
because it knew Hi m not. Bel oved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shal
appear, we shall be like Him for we shall see Hmas He is. And every
man that hath this hope in himpurifieth hinself, even as He is pure."
Those who are true, who are pure, who |ove and obey the words of Cod,
will be counted children of the heavenly King, nmenbers of the roya
famly, heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ. [Cf: ST 01-05-15 para.
211 p. 4, Para. 3, [1915Ms].

The Master Overcane at Each Step--We May Share Hi s Victory--Every
Angel in Heaven Would Be Sent to Qur Side if Necessity Required.--
Christ saw that it was not possible for man to overcone in his own
strength; therefore He canme in person fromthe throne of glory, and
bore the test that Adamfailed to bear. In man's behalf He resisted the
tenptations of the eneny, and made it possible for man, by faith in
Hm to overcome in his own behalf. [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para. 01] p. 4,
Para. 4, [1915M5].

Sat an knew t hat everythi ng depended on the result of his effort to
overconme Christ. He knew that if Christ bore the test that Adam fail ed
of bearing, the plan of salvation would be carried out to its
fulfillment, and his destruction would be certain. He saw that he nust
ei ther conquer or be conquered. Al the powers of the apostate were
rallied against the Son of God. Christ was made the mark of every
weapon of hell. Satan bent all his energies to the effort to cause
Christ to swerve fromHis allegiance. [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para. 02] p. 4,
Para. 5, [1915MS5].



The Eneny Storned Hm Wth Wath.-- Fromthe desert to Calvary, the
storm of the eneny's wath beat upon the Saviour; but the nore
mercilessly it fell, the nore firmy did the Son of God cling to the
hand of His Father, and press on in the bl oodstained path. Al the
efforts of Satan to overcone Himonly brought out in a purer light His
spotl ess character. [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para. 03] p. 5, Para. 1,

[ 1915Ms] .

In our own strength it is inpossible for us to conquer in the conflict
with sin. But Christ is acquainted with our necessities and our
weakness. He canme to this world as a man, and as a man lived a |life of
obedi ence. W shall never be called upon to suffer as He suffered, for
upon Hmwere laid the sins of the whole world. That we mi ght have
eternal life. He endured reproach, nmockery, insult, and a death of
shame. [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para. 04] p. 5, Para. 2, [1915M5]

Must Suffer, But WIIl Not Fail.-- W need not expect to gain the
victory over sin without enduring suffering, or to win the overconer's
reward by feeble efforts. Think of how rmuch it cost the Saviour, as in
the wilderness He battled with tenptation. For forty days He fasted and
prayed. Weak and emaci ated from hunger, worn and haggard wi th nental
agony, "His visage was so narred nore than any nman, and His form nore
than the sons of nmen." [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para. 05] p. 5, Para. 3,

[ 1915Ms] .

The Christian |life is a life of constant conflict. It is a battle and
a march. Every act of obedience, every deed of self-denial, every tria
bravel y endured, every tenptation resisted, every victory gained, is a
step forward in the march to eternal triunph. [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para.
06] p. 5, Para. 4, [1915M5]

Only in the Conqueror's Nane.-- There is hope for man. Christ says,
"To himthat overcometh will | grant to sit with M in My throne, even
as | also overcane, and am set down with My Father in His throne." But
| et us never forget that the efforts we nake in our own strength are
utterly worthless. Qur strength is weakness, our judgment foolishness.
Only in the name and strength of the Conqueror can we conquer. When we
are pressed with tenmptati on, when unchristlike desires clanor for the
mastery, let us offer fervent, inportunate prayer to the heavenly
Father, in the nane of Christ. This will bring divine aid. In the
Redeener's nane we nay gain the victory. [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para. 07] p
5, Para. 5, [1915M5].

As, seeing the sinfulness of sin, we fall hel pl ess before the cross,
asking forgiveness and strength, our prayer is heard and answered.

Those who present their petitions to God in Christ's name will never be
turned away. The Lord says, "Himthat coneth to M | will in no wse
cast out." "He will regard the prayer of the destitute."” Qur help cones

fromH mwho holds all things in Hs hands. The peace that He sends is
the assurance of His love to us. [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para. 08] p. 5,
Para. 6, [1915M5].

Hel pl ess, Yet Invincible.-- Nothing can be nore hel pl ess and yet nore
i nvincible than the soul that feels its nothingness, and relies wholly
upon the nerits of a crucified and risen Saviour. God would send every
angel in heaven to the aid of the one who places his whol e dependence



on Christ, rather than allow himto be overcone. [Cf: ST 01-12-15 para.
09] p. 5, Para. 7, [1915M5].

If we accept Christ as our guide, He will |ead us safely along the
narrow way. The road may be rough and thorny, and the ascent steep and
dangerous; there may be pitfalls on the right hand and on the left.
When weary and |longing for rest, we may have to toil on; when faint, we
may have to fight; but with Christ as our Guide, we shall not fail of
reachi ng heaven. Christ Hinself has trodden the rough path before us,
smoothing it for our feet. The way is illumnated by Hmwho is the
light of the world. As we follow in Hs footsteps, the path grows
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. By Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf
ST 01-12-15 para. 10] p. 6, Para. 1, [1915M5]

The Devil's Strongest Hold on Man--Irritating the Stomach and
Weakeni ng the Brain--A Way of Escape Provided--All Heaven Looking On.--
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the nercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto CGod,
which is your reasonable service." Rom 12:1. [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para.
01] p. 6, Para. 2, [1915MsS].

In the ancient Jewi sh service, it was required that every sacrifice
shoul d be without blem sh. W are God's workmanshi p; and we are
"fearfully and wonderfully nmade." Ps. 139:14. There are many who are
educated in the sciences, and are famliar with the theory of the
truth, who do not understand the | aws that govern their own being. God
has given us facilities and talents; and it is our duty, as Hi s sons
and daughters, to make the best use of them If we weaken these powers
of mind or body by wong habits, or indul gence of perverted appetite,
it will be inpossible for us to honor God as we should. [Cf: ST 08-10-
15 para. 02] p. 6, Para. 3, [1915M5]

Satan's Strongest Hold.-- W neet intenperance everywhere. W see it
on the cars, the steanboats, and wherever we go; and we should ask
oursel ves what we are doing to rescue souls fromthe tenpter's grasp.
Satan is constantly on the alert to bring the race fully under his
control. His strongest hold on man is through the appetite, and this he
seeks to stinulate in every way possible. Al unnatural excitants are
harnful, and they cultivate the desire for liquor. [Cf: ST 08-10-15
para. 03] p. 6, Para. 4, [1915M5]

| appeal to parents to begin with their children, and give thema
ri ght education. Seek to bring themup so that they shall have nora
stamina to resist the evil that surrounds them The |esson of self-
control nust begin with the child in its nother's arnms. It must |earn
to restrain passionate tenper, to bring its will into subjection, and
to deny unheal t hful cravings. [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 04] p. 6, Para.
5, [1915M8].

Teach your children to abhor stimulants. Do not place |uxurious dishes
before the children,--spiced foods, rich gravies, cakes, and pastries.
This highly seasoned food irritates the stomach, and causes a craving
for still stronger stimulants. Furthernore, children are allowed to eat
between neals; and by the tine they are twelve or fourteen years of
age, they are often confirned dyspeptics. [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 05]

p. 6, Para. 6, [1915M5].



Under the irritating influence of fiery spices, as well as under that
of strong drinks, the stomach becones of a fiery red color. Wth the
stomach in such a state, there is a craving for sonething nore to neet
t he demands of the appetite, something stronger, and still stronger
Next you find your sons out on the street learning to snoke. It is a
grievous |l esson; it makes them deathly sick. Yet they press the matter
through with a perseverance that woul d be praiseworthy in a better
cause. [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 06] p. 7, Para. 1, [1915M5]

Tobacco weakens the brain, and paralyzes its fine sensibilities. Its
use excites a thirst for drink, and in very nmany cases, |lays the
foundation for the liquor habit. Its use is an inconveni ent, expensive,
uncl ean habit. The teachings of Christ, pointing to purity, self-
deni al, and tenperance, all rebuke this defiling practice. Wien we
think of the long fast that Jesus endured in the w | derness of
tenptation in order to break the power of appetite over man, we narvel
that those who profess to be His followers can indulge in this habit.
Is it for the glory of God for nen to enfeeble the physical powers,
confuse the brain, and yield the will to this narcotic poison? Wat
right have they to mar the imge of God? [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 07] p
7, Para. 2, [1915M5].

A great responsibility rests upon us. W cannot render to God true
service unless we present our bodies a living sacrifice. No one can be
justified in marring this wonderfully intricate human organism |f we
do this, not only do we suffer ourselves, but the evil is transmtted
to our children. Can we wonder that the children who have such a | egacy
do not fear God? [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 08] p. 7, Para. 3, [1915M5].

W ong Exanple of Sone Mnisters.-- How often do we see boys not nore
than ei ght years old, or younger, using tobacco! If you speak to them
about it, they say, "My father uses it; and if it does himgood, it
will nme." They point to the minister or the Sunday schoo
superi ntendent, and say, "If such good nen as these use it, surely |
can." How can we expect anything else of the children with their
i nherited tendencies, while the ol der ones set them such an exanpl e?
God pity the poor slave to these indul gences! [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para.
09] p. 7, Para. 4, [1915MsS].

Some urge that a man is not responsible for what he does under strong
drink. When he places the cup to his lips, he nakes hinmself responsible
for all the deeds he comrits while under its influence. [Cf: ST 08-10-
15 para. 10] p. 7, Para. 5, [1915M5]

It is inmportant that those who nake and execute the | aws of our great
nati on should have their faculties unclouded. Wat about the judges and
jurors, in whose hands rests the disposing of human life, and whose
deci si ons may condemm the innocent, or turn the crimnal |oose upon
soci ety? Do they not need to have full control of their nental powers?
Are they tenperate in their habits? If not, they are not fit for such
responsi bl e positions. Wen the appetites are perverted, the nental
powers are weakened, and there is danger that men will not rule justly.
[Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 11] p. 7, Para. 6, [1915M5].

We can understand the value of the human soul only as we realize the
greatness of the sacrifice made for its redenption. The word of God
decl ares that we are not our own, that we are bought with a price. It



is at an i mense cost that we have been placed upon vantage ground,
where we can find liberty fromthe bondage of sin wought by the fal
in Eden. Adam s sin plunged the race into hopel ess m sery; but by the
sacrifice of the Son of God, a second probation was granted to man.
[Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 12] p. 7, Para. 7, [1915M5].

A Way of Escape Provided.-- In the plan of redenption, a way of escape
is provided for all who will avail thenselves of it. God knew that it
was i npossible for man to overconme in his own strength, and He has
provided help for him How thankful we should be that a way is open for
us, by which we can have access to the Father; that the gates are left
ajar, so that beans of light fromthe glory within may shine upon those
who will receive them [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 13] p. 8, Para. 1,

[ 1915Ms] .

Christ began the work of redenption just where the ruin began. H's
first test was on the sanme point where Adamfailed. It was through
tenptati ons addressed to the appetite that Satan had overconme a | arge
proportion of the human race, and his success had nmade him feel that
the control of this fallen planet was in his hands. But in Christ he
found one who was able to resist him and he left the field of battle a
conquered foe. [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 14] p. 8, Para. 2, [1915M5]

Jesus says, He "hath nothing in Me." John 14:30. H's victory is an
assurance that we too may cone off victors in our conflicts with the
eneny. But it is not our heavenly Father's purpose to save us without
an effort on our part to cooperate with Christ. W nust act our part;
and divine power, uniting with our effort, will bring victory. [Cf: ST
08-10-15 para. 15] p. 8, Para. 3, [1915M5].

Who will enter in through the gates into the city?--Not those who
declare that they cannot break the force of appetite. Christ has

resi sted the power of himwho would hold us in bondage; though weakened
by His long fast of forty days, He w thstood tenptation, and proved, by
this act, that our cases are not hopeless. | know that we cannot obtain
the victory alone; and how thankful we should be that we have a |iving
Saviour, who is ready and willing to aid us! [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 16]
p. 8 Para. 4, [1915M5].

Recl ai mred From Hi s Hopel ess Condition.-- | recall the case of a man in
a congregation that | was once addressing. He was al nbost wecked in
body and m nd by the use of |iquor and tobacco. He was bowed down from
the effects of dissipation, and his dress was in keeping with his
shattered condition. To all appearance, he had gone too far to be
reclaimed. But as | appealed to himto resist tenptation in the
strength of a risen Saviour, he rose trenblingly, and said, "You have
an interest for me, and I will have an interest for nyself." [Cf: ST
08-10-15 para. 17] p. 8, Para. 5, [1915M5].

Six nonths afterward, he cane to nmy house. | did not recognize him
Wth a countenance beaming with joy, and eyes overflowing with tears,
he grasped ny hand, and said, "You do not know ny nanme, but you
remenber the man in an old blue coat, who rose in your congregation,

and said that he would try to reform" | was astoni shed. He stood
erect, and | ooked ten years younger. He had gone hone fromthe neeting,
and passed the long hours in prayer till the sun arose. It was a night

of conflict; but, thank God, he cane off the victor. This man could



tell, by sad experience, of the bondage of those evil habits. He knew
how to warn the youth of the dangers of contam nation; and those who,
like hinself, had been overcome, he could point to Christ as the only
source of help. [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 18] p. 8, Para. 6, [1915M9]

The M ghty, Unfailing Helper.-- Intenperance is on the increase, in
spite of the efforts to control it. W cannot be too earnest in seeking
to hinder its progress, to raise the fallen, and shield the weak from
tenmptation. Wth our feeble hands, we can do but little; but we have an
unfailing Hel per. W nust not forget that the armof Christ can reach
to the depths of human woe and degradation. He can give us help to
conquer even this terrible demon of intenperance. [Cf: ST 08-10-15
para. 19] p. 9, Para. 1, [1915M5]

But it is in the hone that the real work nust begin. The greatest
burden rests upon those who have the responsibility of educating the
youth, of formng their character. Here is a work for nothers, in
hel ping their children to formcorrect habits and pure tastes, to
devel op noral stamina, true noral worth. Teach themthat they are not
to be swayed by others, that they are not to yield to wong influences,
but to influence others for good, to ennoble and el evate those with
whom t hey associate. Teach themthat if they connect thenselves with
God, they will have strength fromH mto resist the fiercest
temptations. [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 20] p. 9, Para. 2, [1915M5]

Not Regi stered as a Man.-- Wth every facility which has been pl aced
wi thin reach, he who does not resist tenptation, is not registered in
t he books of heaven as a man. The Lord never places nmen in positions so
trying that it is beyond their power to withstand evil. Divine power is
ever ready to protect and strengthen himwho has been nmade a partaker
of the divine nature. [Cf: ST 08-10-15 para. 21] p. 9, Para. 3,

[ 1915Ms] .

Tenptations to the indul gence of appetite possess a power which can be
overconme only by the help that God can inpart. But with every
tenptation, we have the prom se of God that there shall be a way of
escape. Wy, then, are so nany overcone?--1t is because they do not put
their trust in God. They do not avail themselves of the neans provided
for their safety. The excuses offered for the gratification of
perverted appetite are therefore of no weight with God. [Cf: ST 08-10-
15 para. 22] p. 9, Para. 4, [1915M5].

All Heaven is Watching.-- W want a share in the eternal inheritance.
W want a place in the city of God, free fromevery inmpurity. Al
heaven is watching to see how we are fighting the battle agai nst
tenptation. Let all who profess the name of Christ so wal k before the
world that they may teach, by exanple as well as by precept, the
principle of true living. By the late Ms. E. G VWhite. [Cf: ST 08-10-
15 para. 23] p. 9, Para. 5, [1915M5]

Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be treated as He
deserves. He was condemed for our sins, in which He had no share, that
we mght be justified by His righteousness, in which we had no share.
He suffered the death which was ours, that we night receive the life
which was His. "Wth His stripes we are healed.” [Cf: The Review and
Heral d 02-25-15 para. 1] p. 9, Para. 6, [1915M5].



By His |life and His death, Christ has achi eved even nore than recovery
fromthe ruin wought through sin. It was Satan's purpose to bring
about an eternal separation between God and man; but in Christ we
becone nore closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In
taki ng our nature, the Saviour has bound Hinself to humanity by a tie
that is never to be broken. Through the eternal ages He is linked with
us. . . . Christ is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in humanity, and
humanity is enfolded in the bosomof Infinite love. . . . By love's
self-sacrifice, the inhabitants of earth and heaven are bound to their
Creator in bonds of indissoluble union. [Cf: The Review and Herald 02-
25-15 para. 2] p. 10, Para. 1, [1915MS].

The work of redenption will be conplete. In the place where sin
abounded, God's grace nuch nore abounds. The earth itself, the very
field that Satan clainms as his, is to be not only ransomed but exalted.
Qur little world, under the curse of sin the one dark blot in His
glorious creation, will be honored above all other worlds in the
uni verse of God. Here, where the Son of God tabernacled in humanity;
where the King of glory lived and suffered and died, --here, when He
shall make all things new, the tabernacle of God shall be with nen,
"and He shall dwell with them and they shall be H s people, and God
H nmsel f, shall be with them and be their God." And through endl ess
ages as the redeemed walk in the light of the Lord, they will praise
H mfor H's unspeakable G ft, Immnuel, "God with us."-- Ms. E. G
White. [Cf: The Review and Herald 02-25-15 para. 3] p. 10, Para. 2,
[ 1915Ms] .

The long reign of Uzziah (Azariah), in the I and of Judah and Benjamni n,
was characterized by a prosperity greater than that of any other ruler
since the death of Solonon, nearly two centuries before. For many years
the king ruled with discretion. "He sought the Lord," and "God hel ped
him" Under the blessing of Heaven, his arm es regai ned sone of the
territory that had been lost in forner years; cities were rebuilt and
fortified, and the position of the nation anpong the surroundi ng peopl es
was greatly strengthened. Commerce revived, and the riches of the
nations flowed into Jerusalem Uzziah's nane "spread far abroad: for he
was marvel ously hel ped, till he was strong." [Cf: The Review and Herald
03-04-15 para. 1] p. 10, Para. 3, [1915M5].

This outward prosperity, however, was not acconpani ed by a
correspondi ng revival of spiritual power. The tenple services were
continued as in fornmer years, and nultitudes assenbled to worship the
living God; but pride and formality gradually took the place of
hum ity and sincerity. Uzziah, by precept and by exanple, night have
inspired his subjects with reverence for God and for the sacred
services of the tenple; but "when he was strong, his heart was lifted
up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the Lord his God."
[Cf: The Review and Herald 03-04-15 para. 2] p. 10, Para. 4, [1915M5].

The sin that resulted so disastrously to Uzzi ah was one of
presunption. In violation of a plain command of Jehovah, --that none but
the descendants of Aaron should officiate as priests, the king entered
the sanctuary "to burn incense upon the altar." Azariah the high priest
and his associates renonstrated, and pleaded with himto turn fromhis
purpose. "Thou hast trespassed,"” they urged; "neither shall it be for
thine honor." 2 Chron. 26: 5-18. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-04-15
para. 3] p. 10, Para. 5, [1915M5].



Uzziah was filled with wath, that he, the king, should be thus
rebuked. But he was not pernmitted to profane the sanctuary agai nst the
united protest of those in authority. While standing there in wathful
rebellion, he was suddenly smitten with a divine judgnment. Leprosy
appeared on his forehead. In dismay he fled, never again to enter the
tenple courts. Unto the day of his death, some years later, Uzziah
remai ned a | eper--a living exanple of the folly of departing froma
plain "Thus saith the Lord." Neither his exalted position nor his |ong
life of service could be pleaded as an excuse for the presunptuous sin
by which he marred the closing years of his reign, and brought upon
hi nsel f the judgment of Heaven. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-04-15
para. 4] p. 11, Para. 1, [1915M5]

God is no respecter of persons. "The soul that doeth aught

presunpt uously, whether he be born in the Iand, or a stranger, the sane
reproacheth the Lord; and that soul shall be cut off from anobng his
people.” Num 15:30. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-04-15 para. 5] p
11, Para. 2, [1915Ms].

The judgnent that befell Uzziah seened to have a restraining influence
on his son. Jotham bore heavy responsibilities during the remaining
years of his father's reign, and succeeded to the throne after Uzziah's
death. OF Jothamit is witten: "He did that which was right in the
sight of the Lord: he did according to all that his father Uzziah had
done. Howbeit the high places were not renoved: the people sacrificed
and burned incense still in the high places." 2 Kings 15:34, 35. Had
Jot ham i naugurated a thorough reformation, and torn down these favorite
nmeeti ng pl aces, encouraging the people to engage unitedly in the tenple
services, he mght have done nmuch to strengthen faith in the true Cod.
But al though he failed of making a wi se use of his opportunities, his
rul e was not without good results: he "becane m ghty, because he
prepared his ways before the Lord his God." 2 Chron. 27:6. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Heral d 03-04-15 para. 6] p. 11, Para. 3, [1915M5]

The reign of Uzziah was drawing to a close, and Jot ham was al ready
beari ng many of the burdens of state, when |saiah, of the loyal Iline,
was called, while yet a young man, to the prophetic nission. The tines
in which Isaiah was to | abor were fraught with peculiar peril to the
peopl e of God. The prophet was to witness the invasion of Judah by the
conbi ned arm es of northern Israel and of Syria; he was to behold the
Assyrian hosts encanped before the chief cities of the Prom sed Land.
During his lifetine, Samaria was to fall, and the ten tribes of I|srae
were to be scattered anong the nations. Judah was again and again to be
i nvaded by the Assyrian arm es, and Jerusalemwas to suffer a siege
that would have resulted in her downfall had not God mracul ously
i nterposed. Already these perils were threatening the peace of |srael
The divine protection was being renoved fromthe southern ki ngdom and
the Assyrian forces were about to overspread the | and of Judah. [Cf
The Review and Herald 03-04-15 para. 7] p. 11, Para. 4, [1915Ms].

But the dangers from wi thout, overwhel ning though they seened, were
not so serious as the dangers fromwithin. It was the perversity of his
peopl e that brought to the Lord's servant the greatest perplexity and
t he deepest depression. By their apostasy and rebellion those who
shoul d have been standing as |ight bearers anong the nations, were
inviting the judgnents of God. Many of the evils which were hastening



the swift destruction of the northern ki ngdom and which had recently
been denounced in unm stakable terns by Hosea and Anps, were fast
corrupting the kingdom of Judah. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 03-04-15
para. 8] p. 12, Para. 1, [1915M5]

The outl ook was particularly discouraging as regards the socia
conditions of the people. In their desire for gain, men were adding
house to house and field to field. See Isa. 5:8. Justice was perverted,
and no pity was shown the poor. O these evils God declared: "The spoi
of the poor is in your houses. . . . Ye beat ny people to pieces, and
grind the faces of the poor." Chap. 3:14, 15. Even the nmgi strates,
whose duty it was to protect the helpless, had turned a deaf ear to the
cries of the poor and needy, the wi dows and the fatherless. Chap. 10:1,
2. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-04-15 para. 9] p. 12, Para. 2,

[ 1915Ms] .

Wth oppression and wealth cane pride and | ove of display. "The lofty
| ooks" and "the haughtiness of nmen" are especially nentioned in the
nmessages of reproof given in those days. "Every one that is proud and
lofty," the Lord declared, and "every one that is lifted up . . . shall
be brought Iow " Chap. 2:11, 12. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-04-15
para. 10] p. 12, Para. 3, [1915M5]

In the third chapter of I|saiah's prophecy nention is nade of the
prevailing pride of the "daughters of Zion," with "their tinkling
ornanents, . . . the chains, and the bracelets, and the nufflers, the
bonnets, . . . and the headbands, and the tabrets, and the earrings,
the rings, and nose jewels, the changeable suits of apparel, and the
mantl es, and the winples, and the crisping pins, the glasses, and the
fine linen, and the hoods, and the veils." Chap. 3:18-23. How different
this picture fromthat portrayed by the apostle Peter of the God-
fearing woman, who, estimating at its real value the "outward adorning
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel ," chooses rather to cultivate beauty of soul, "even the
ornanent of a nmeek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price." It was "after this manner in the old tine" that "the holy
woren . . . who trusted in God, adorned thenselves;" and their "chaste
conversion coupled with fear" (1 Peter 3:1-5), as revealed in daily
life, was ever a standing rebuke to their sisters who followed after
folly. (To be concluded.) Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Herald
03-04-15 para. 11] p. 12, Para. 4, [1915Ms].

In the later years of the kingdom of Judah, pride and extravagance
wer e acconpani ed by gross drunkenness and by a spirit of revelry. Upon
t hose who gave thenselves up to such sins, special woes were pronounced
by the Lord through his chosen nmessenger. "We unto them" |saiah
decl ared, "that are mi ghty to drink wine, and nen of strength to nmingle

strong drink." Isa. 5:22. And again: "We unto themthat rise up early
in the norning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue unti
night, till wine inflame them . . . The harp, and the viol, the

tabret, and pipe, and wine," the prophet said, "are in their feasts:
but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither consider the
operation of his hands." Verses 11, 12. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 03-
11-15 para. 1] p. 12, Para. 5, [1915M5].

To this forgetful ness of their Maker nay be traced many of the sins
whi ch characterized the chosen nation in Isaiah's day. ldolatry no



| onger provoked surprise. "Their land . . . is full of idols,"
excl ai med the prophet in an agony of spirit over the well-nigh

uni versal apostasy. "They worship the work of their own hands, that
whi ch their own fingers have nmade: and the nmean man boweth down, and
the great man hunbleth hinmself." Isa. 2:8, 9. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 03-11-15 para. 2] p. 13, Para. 1, [1915M5].

The Lord call ed heaven and earth to witness to his tender care for the
chosen nation. "Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth," he excl ai ned;
"the ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israe
doth not know, my people doth not consider."” "They have rebelled
against me." lsa. 1:2, 3. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-11-15 para. 3]
p. 13, Para. 2, [1915M5]

I ni quitous practices becane so preval ent anpng all classes that the
few who remained true to God were often tenpted to | ose heart, and to
give way to discouragenent and despair. It seened as if God's purpose
for Israel were about to fail, and that the rebellious nation was to
suffer a fate simlar to that of Sodom and Gonorrah. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 03-11-15 para. 4] p. 13, Para. 3, [1915Ms].

In the face of such conditions it is not surprising that when, during
the last year of Uzziah's reign, Isaiah was called to bear to Judah
God' s nessages of warning and reproof, he shrank fromthe
responsibility. He well knew that he woul d encounter obstinate
resi stance. As he realized his own inability to neet the situation, and
t hought of the stubbornness and unbelief of the people for whom he was
to labor, his task seened to him al nost hopel ess. Should he in despair
relinquish his mssion, and | eave Judah undisturbed to their idolatry?
Were the gods of Nineveh to rule the earth, in defiance of the God of
heaven? [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-11-15 para. 5] p. 13, Para. 4,

[ 1915Ms] .

Such thoughts as these were crowdi ng through Isaiah's mnd as he stood
under the portico of the tenple. Suddenly the gate and the inner vei

of the tenple seemed to be uplifted, or wi thdrawn, and he was permitted
to gaze within, upon the holy of holies, where even the prophet's feet
m ght not enter. There rose up before hima vision of Jehovah sitting
upon a throne high and lifted up, while the train of his glory filled
the tenple. On each side of the throne hovered the seraphim their
faces veiled in adoration, as they mnistered before their Miker, and
united in the solem invocation, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory" (lsa. 6:1-3), until post
and pillar and cedar gate seened shaken with the sound, and the house
was filled with their tribute of praise. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 03-
11-15 para. 6] p. 13, Para. 5, [1915M5].

As | sai ah beheld this revelation of the glory and mpjesty of his Lord,
he was overwhelmed with a sense of the purity and holiness of God. How
sharp the contrast between the matchl ess perfection of his Creator and
the sinful course of those who, with hinself, had | ong been nunbered
anong the chosen people of Israel and Judah! "Whe is ne!" he cried;
"for | amundone; because | ama man of unclean lips, and | dwell in
the m dst of a people of unclean |ips: for mne eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of hosts." Verse 5. Standing, as it were, in the ful
light of the divine presence within the inner sanctuary, he realized
that if left to his own inperfection and inefficiency, he would be



utterly unable to acconplish the mission to which he had been call ed.
But a seraph was sent to relieve himof his distress, and to fit him
for his great mssion. Aliving coal fromthe altar was l[aid upon his
lips, with the words, "Lo, this hath touched thy |ips; and thine
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged." Then the voice of God was
heard sayi ng, "Whom shall | send? and who will go for us?" and Isaiah
responded, "Here am|l; send ne." Verses 7, 8. [Cf: The Review and
Heral d 03-11-15 para. 7] p. 14, Para. 1, [1915MS]

The heavenly visitant bade the waiting nessenger: "Go, and tell this
peopl e, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but
percei ve not. Make the heart of this people fat, and nake their ears
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be
heal ed." Verses 9, 10. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-11-15 para. 8] p
14, Para. 2, [1915M5].

The prophet's duty was plain; he was to lift his voice in protest

agai nst the prevailing evils. But he dreaded to undertake the work
wi t hout sonme assurance of hope. "Lord, how |l ong? (verse 11) he

i nquired. Are none of thy chosen people ever to understand, and repent,
and be healed? [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-11-15 para. 9] p. 14,
Para. 3, [1915M5].

Hi s burden of soul in behalf of erring Judah was not to be borne in
vain. His mssion was not to be wholly fruitless. Yet the evils that
had been nmultiplying for many generations could not be renoved in his
day. Throughout his lifetime he nust be a patient, courageous teacher--
a prophet of hope as well as of doom The divine purpose finally
acconplished, the full fruitage of his efforts, and of the | abors of
all God's faithful nessengers, would appear. A remmant shoul d be saved.
That this m ght be brought about, the nessages of warning and entreaty
were to be delivered to the rebellious, the Lord declared, "until the
cities be wasted wi thout inhabitant, and the houses w thout man, and
the land be utterly desolate, and the Lord have renoved nen far away,
and there be a great forsaking in the mdst of the land." Verses 11
12. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-11-15 para. 10] p. 14, Para. 4,

[ 1915MS] .

The heavy judgnents that were to befall the inpenitent--war, exile,
oppression, the | oss of power and prestige anong the nations,--al

these were to cone in order that those who would recognize in themthe
hand of an offended God, might be led to repent. The ten tribes of the
northern ki ngdom were soon to be scattered anong the nations, and their
cities left desolate; the destroying arm es of hostile nations were to
sweep over their land again and again; even Jerusalemwas finally to

fall, and Judah was to be carried away captive; yet the Prom sed Land
was not to remain wholly forsaken forever. The assurance of the
heavenly visitant to Isaiah was: "In it shall be a tenth, and it shal

return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose
substance is in them when they cast their |eaves: so the holy seed
shall be the substance thereof." Verse 13. [Cf: The Review and Herald
03-11-15 para. 11] p. 15, Para. 1, [1915Ms].

This assurance of the final fulfillnment of God' s purpose brought
courage to the heart of Isaiah. Wat though earthly powers array
t hemsel ves agai nst Judah? What though the Lord' s messenger nmeet with



opposition and resistance? |saiah had seen the King, the Lord of hosts;
he had heard the song of the seraphim "The whole earth is full of his
glory" (verse 3); he had the prom se that the nessages of Jehovah, to
backsliding Judah woul d be acconpani ed by the convicting power of the
Holy Spirit; and the prophet was nerved for the work before him
Throughout his |Iong and arduous mission he carried with himthe nenory
of this vision. For sixty years or nmore he stood before the children of
Judah as a prophet of hope, waxing bolder and still bolder in his

predi ctions of the future triunph of the church. Ms. E. G White. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 03-11-15 para. 12] p. 15, Para. 2, [1915M5].

In Isaiah's day the spiritual understandi ng of manki nd was dark
t hrough m sapprehensi on of God. Long had Satan sought to |lead nen to
| ook upon their Creator as the author of sin and suffering and death.
Those whom he had t hus deceived, inmagined that God was hard and
exacting. They regarded himas watching to denounce and condemn,
unwilling to receive the sinner so long as there was a | egal excuse for
not hel ping him The | aw of |ove, by which heaven is rul ed, had been
m srepresented by the archdeceiver as a restriction upon nen's
happi ness, a burdensone yoke from which they should be glad to escape.
He declared that its precepts could not be obeyed, and that the
penal ties of transgression were bestowed arbitrarily. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 03-18-15 para. 1] p. 15, Para. 3, [1915M5].

In losing sight of the true character of Jehovah, the Israelites were
wi t hout excuse. Often had God reveal ed hinself to themas one "full of
conpassi on, and gracious, |ongsuffering, and plenteous in nercy and
truth.” Ps. 86:15. "Wen Israel was a child," he testified, "then
loved him and called nmy son out of Egypt." Hosea 11:1. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 03-18-15 para. 2] p. 15, Para. 4, [1915Ms].

Tenderly had the Lord dealt with Israel in their deliverance from
Egypti an bondage and in their journey to the Pronised Land. "In al
their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved
them in his love and in his pity he redeenmed them and he bare them
and carried themall the days of old." Isa. 63:9. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 03-18-15 para. 3] p. 15, Para. 5, [1915M5].

"My presence shall go with thee" (Ex. 33:14), was the prom se given
during the journey through the w |l derness. This assurance was
acconpani ed by a marvel ous revel ati on of Jehovah's character, which
enabl ed Moses to proclaimto all Israel the goodness of God, and to
instruct themfully concerning the attributes of their invisible King.
"The Lord passed by before him and proclained, The Lord, The Lord Cod,
merci ful and gracious, |ongsuffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth, keeping nmercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no neans clear the guilty." EX.
34:6, 7. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-18-15 para. 4] p. 16, Para. 1,
[ 1915Ms] .

Till the close of his long life of patient mnistry. Moses continued
his exhortations to Israel to keep their eyes fixed on their divine

Rul er. "Hear, O lsrael," he pleaded: "The Lord our God is one Lord: and
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mght." Deut. 6:4, 5. "Thou art an holy people
unto the Lord." Deut. 7:6. "What doth the Lord thy CGod require of
thee," he asked, "but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his



ways, and to |love hinP" Deut. 10:12. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 03-18-
15 para. 5] p. 16, Para. 2, [1915MS].

Wth what confidence had Mbses assured the Israelites of the nercifu
attri butes of Jehovah! Often during the w | derness sojourn he had

pl eaded with God in behalf of erring Israel; and the Lord had spared
them As in the days follow ng the death of Elisha, when Hazael, king
of Syria, was oppressing Israel, so in their earlier history, "the Lord
was gracious unto them and had conpassi on on them and had respect
unto them because of his covenant with Abraham |I|saac, and Jacob, and
woul d not destroy them neither cast he themfromhis presence." 2
Kings 13:23. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-18-15 para. 6] p. 16, Para.
3, [1915M8].

It was upon this know edge of the |ongsufferance of Jehovah and of his
infinite love and nercy, that Mdses based his wonderful plea for the
life of Israel when, on the borders of the Prom sed Land, they refused
to advance in obedience to the command of God. At the height of their
rebellion, the Lord had declared, "I will smite themwth the
pestil ence, and disinherit them" and he had proposed to nake of the
descendants of Myses "a greater nation and mightier than they.” Num
14:12. But the prophet pleaded the marvel ous provi dences and prom ses
of God in behalf of the chosen nation. And then, as the strongest of

all pleas, he urged the love of God for fallen man. "I beseech thee,"”
he prayed, "let the power of my Lord be great, according as thou hast
spoken, saying, The Lord is |longsuffering, and of great nercy,
forgiving iniquity and transgression. . . . Pardon, | beseech thee, the

iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and
as thou hast forgiven this people, fromEgypt even until now " Verses
17-19. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-18-15 para. 7] p. 16, Para. 4,

[ 1915Ms] .

Graciously the Lord responded, "I have pardoned according to thy
word." And then he inparted to Moses, in the formof a prophecy, a
know edge of his purpose concerning the final triunph of his chosen
people. "As truly as | live," he declared, "all the earth shall be
filled with the glory of the Lord." Verses 20, 21. God's glory, his
character, his nerciful kindness and tender |ove,--all that Mses had
pl eaded in behalf of Israel was to be revealed to all mankind. And this
pronm se of Jehovah was made doubly sure; it was confirnmed by an oath.
As surely as God lives and reigns, his glory should be declared "anobng
the heathen, his wonders anong all people."” Ps. 96:3. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 03-18-15 para. 8] p. 17, Para. 1, [1915M5]

It was concerning the future fulfillment of this prophecy that I|saiah
had heard the shining seraphimsinging before the throne. "The whol e
earth is full of his glory."” Isa. 6:3. The prophet, confident of the
eternity of these words, hinmself afterwards boldly declared of those
who were bowi ng down to i mages of wood and stone, "They shall see the
glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God." Isa. 35.2. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 03-18-15 para. 9] p. 17, Para. 2, [1915M5]

Today this prophecy is neeting rapid fulfillment. The m ssionary
activities of the church of God on earth are bearing rich fruitage, and
soon the gospel nessage will have been proclainmed to all nations. "To
the praise of the glory of his grace,” nen and wonen from every
ki ndred, tongue, and people are being nade "accepted in the Bel oved,"”



“that in the ages to come he m ght show the exceeding riches of his
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." Eph. 1:6; 2:7.
"Bl essed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous
things. And bl essed be his glorious nane forever: and |let the whole
earth be filled with his glory." Ps. 72:18, 19. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 03-18-15 para. 10] p. 17, Para. 3, [1915M5].

In the vision that cane to Isaiah in the tenple court, he was given a
clear view of the character of the God of Israel. "The high and lofty
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose nanme is Holy," had appeared before
himin great majesty; yet the prophet was nade to understand the
conpassi onate nature of his Lord. He who dwells "in the high and holy
pl ace" dwells "with himalso that is of a contrite and hunble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the hunble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones." Isa. 57: 15. The angel conmi ssioned to touch Isaiah's
lips had brought to himthe nessage, "Thine iniquity is taken away, and
thy sin purged." Isa. 6:7. In beholding his God, the prophet had found
pardon and peace. (To be concluded.) Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 03-18-15 para. 11] p. 17, Para. 4, [1915M5].

None knew better than |saiah the depths of sin into which Judah had
fallen. None knew better than he their need of a Saviour. "Ah sinfu
nation," he exclaimed on one occasion, "a people laden with iniquity, a
seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the
Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of I|srael unto anger, they are
gone away backward." Isa. 1:4. But when the prophet, |ike Saul of
Tarsus at the gate of Damascus, had been given a view of his own
unwort hi ness, there had cone to his hunbled heart the assurance of
forgiveness, full and free, and he had arisen a changed man. He had
seen his Lord. He had caught a glinpse of the |oveliness of the divine
character. He could testify of the transformati on wought through
behol ding Infinite Love. Henceforth he was inspired with |onging desire
to see erring Israel set free fromthe burden and penalty of sin. "Wy
shoul d ye be stricken any nore?" the prophet inquired. "Cone now, and
| et us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crinmson, they
shall be as wool." "Wash you, meke you clean; put away the evil of your
doi ngs from before mne eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well."
Verses 5, 18, 16, 17. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para. 1] p
17, Para. 5, [1915M5]

The God whom they had been claimng to serve, but whose character they
had m sunderstood, was set before themas the great Healer of spiritua
di sease. What though the whol e head was sick and the whole heart faint?
what though fromthe sole of the foot even unto the crown of the head
there was no soundness, but wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores?
Verse 6. He who had been wal king frowardly in the way of his heart

m ght find healing by turning to the Lord. "I have seen his ways," the
Lord declared, "and will heal him | will |ead himalso, and restore
conforts unto him . . . Peace, peace to himthat is far off, and to

himthat is near, saith the Lord; and | will heal him" Isa. 57:18, 19.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para. 2] p. 18, Para. 1, [1915M5]

The prophet exalted God as creator of all. His nessage to the cities
of Judah was, "Behold your God!" "Thus saith God the Lord, he that
created the heavens, and stretched themout; he that spread forth the
earth, and that which coneth out of it:" "I amthe Lord that naketh al



things;" "I formthe light and create darkness;" "I have nmade the
earth, and created man upon it: 1, even my hands, have stretched out
the heavens, and all their host have | commanded." |sa. 42:5; 44:24;
45:7, 12. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para. 3] p. 18, Para. 2,
[ 1915Ms] .

"To whomthen will ye |iken ne, or shall | be equal? saith the Holy
One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these
things, that bringeth out their host by nunber: he calleth themall by
nanmes by the greatness of his mght, for that he is strong in power;
not one faileth."” Isa. 40:25, 26. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15
para. 4] p. 18, Para. 3, [1915M5].

To those who feared they woul d not be received if they should return
to God, the prophet declared:-- [Cf: The Review and Heral d 03-25-15
para. 5] p. 18, Para. 4, [1915M5]

"Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O lsrael, My way is hid from
the Lord, and ny judgnment is passed over frommy God? Hast thou not
known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there
is no searching of his understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and
to themthat have no mght he increaseth strength. Even the youths
shall faint and be weary, and the young nen shall utterly fall: but
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shal
mount up with wi ngs as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall wal k, and not faint." Isa. 40:27-31. [Cf: The Review and
Heral d 03-25-15 para. 6] p. 18, Para. 5, [1915M5].

The heart of Infinite Love yearns after those who feel powerless to
free thenselves fromthe snares of Satan; and he graciously offers to
strengthen themto live for him "Fear thou not," he bids them "for

amw th thee: be not dismayed: for | amthy God: | will strengthen
thee; yea, | will help thee; yea, | will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness. . . . | the Lord thy God will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee. Fear not; | will help thee. Fear not thou worm
Jacob and ye nmen of Israel; | will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy
Redeener, the Holy One of Israel." Isa. 41: 10-14. [Cf: The Review and

Heral d 03-25-15 para. 7] p. 19, Para. 1, [1915MS].

The inhabitants of Judah were all undeserving, yet God would not give
them up. By them his name was to be exalted anong the heathen. Many who
were whol ly unacquainted with his attributes, were yet to behold the
glory of the divine character. It was for his nanme's sake that he kept
sending his servants the prophets with the nessage, "Turn ye again now
every one fromhis evil way." Jer. 25:5. "For my nane's sake," he

decl ared through Isaiah, "will | defer m ne anger, and for my praise
will | refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. . . . For mne own
sake, even for mne own sake, will | do it: for how should ny name be
polluted? and | will not give ny glory unto another."” Isa. 48: 9-11

[Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para. 8] p. 19, Para. 2, [1915M5]

The call to repentance was sounded wi th unm st akabl e cl earness, and
all were invited to return. "Seek ye the Lord while he nay be found,"

t he prophet pleaded; "call ye upon himwhile he is near: let the w cked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him and to our Cod,



for he will abundantly pardon." Isa. 55:6, 7. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 03-25-15 para. 9] p. 19, Para. 3, [1915M5].

Have you, reader, chosen your own way? Have you wandered far from God?
Have you sought to feast upon the fruits of transgression, only to find
themturn to ashes upon your |ips? And now, your life plans thwarted,
and your hopes dead, do you sit alone and desol ate? That voice which
has | ong been speaking to your heart, but to which you woul d not
listen, comes to you distinct and clear, "Arise ye, and depart; for
this is not your rest: because it is polluted, it shall destroy you,
even with a sore destruction.” Mcah 2:10. Return to your Father's
house. He invites you, saying, "Return unto ne; for | have redeened
thee." lIsa. 44:22. "Come unto ne: hear, and your soul shall live; and
wi |l make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure nercies of
David." Isa. 55:3. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para. 10] p
19, Para. 4, [1915M5].

Do not listen to the eneny's suggestion to stay away from Christ unti
you have made yourself better, until you are good enough to come to

God. If you wait until then, you will never cone. When Satan points to
your filthy garnents, repeat the promi se of the Saviour, "H mthat
cometh to me | will in no wise cast out." John 6:37. Tell the eneny

that the bl ood of Jesus Christ cleanses fromall sin. Make the prayer
of David your own, "Purge ne with hyssop, and | shall be clean: wash
me, and | shall be whiter than snow. " Ps. 51:7. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 03-25-15 para. 11] p. 19, Para. 5, [1915M5]

The exhortations of the prophet to Judah to behold the living God, and
to accept his gracious offers, were not in vain. There were sone who
gave earnest heed, and who turned fromtheir idols to the worship of
Jehovah. They learned to see in their Maker |ove, and nercy, and tender
conpassion. And in the dark days that were to cone in the history of
Judah, when only a remant were to be left in the |land, the prophet's
words were to continue bearing fruit in decided reformation. "At that
day," declared Isaiah, "shall a man | ook to his Maker, and his eyes
shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel. And he shall not look to
the altars, the work of his hands, neither shall respect that which his
fingers have nmade, either the groves, or the images." Isa. 17:7, 8.

[Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para. 12] p. 20, Para. 1,
[ 1915Ms] .

Many were to behold the One altogether lovely, the chiefest anong ten
t housand. "Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty," was the
graci ous prom se made them Their sins were to be forgiven, and they
were to nake their boast in God alone. In that glad day of redenption
fromidolatry they would exclaim "The glorious Lord will be unto us a
pl ace of broad rivers and streams. . . . The Lord is our judge, the
Lord is our |lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he will save us." |sa.
33:17, 21, 22. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para. 13] p. 20,
Para. 2, [1915M5].

The nessages borne by Isaiah to those who chose to turn fromtheir

evil ways, were full of confort and encouragenent. Hear the word of the
Lord through his prophet:-- [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para.
14] p. 20, Para. 3, [1915MS].

"Renmenber these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art ny servant: | have



formed thee; thou art my servant: O lsrael, thou shalt not be forgotten
of nme. | have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and,

as a cloud, thy sins: return unto nme; for | have redeened thee. Sing, O
ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye |lower parts of the
earth: break forth into singing, ye nmountains, O forest, and every tree
therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified hinmself in
Israel." lIsa. 44:21-23. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 03-25-15 para. 15]

p. 20, Para. 4, [1915M5].

"I'n that day thou shalt say, O Lord, | will praise thee: though thou
wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou confortedst

me. Behold, God is ny salvation; | will trust, and not be afraid: for
the Lord Jehovah is ny strength and ny song; he also is becone ny
sal vation. Therefore with Joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of
salvation. And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon his
nanme, decl are his doings anong the people, make nmention that his nane
is exalted. Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent things: this
is known in all the earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion
for great is the Holy One of Israel in the nmidst of thee." I|saiah 12.
Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Herald 03-25-15 para. 16] p. 20,
Para. 5, [1915M5].

The accession of Ahaz to the throne brought I|saiah and his associates
face to face with conditions nore appalling than any that had hitherto
existed in the real mof Judah. Many who had fornerly wthstood the
seductive influence of idolatrous practices, were now bei ng persuaded
to take part in the worship of heathen deities. Princes in Israel were
proving untrue to their trust; false prophets were arising with
nmessages to | ead astray; even sone of the priests were teaching for
hire. Yet the leaders in apostasy still kept up the forms of divine
wor shi p, and clainmed to be nunmbered anong the people of God. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 04-01-15 para. 1] p. 21, Para. 1, [1915M5].

The prophet M cah, who bore his testinony during those troubl ous
times, declared that sinners in Zion, while claimng to "lean upon the
Lord," and bl asphenmously boasting, "Is not the Lord anbng us? none evi
can come upon us," continued to "build up Zion with bl ood, and
Jerusalemwith iniquity." Mcah 3:11, 10. [Cf: The Review and Heral d
04-01-15 para. 2] p. 21, Para. 2, [1915M5].

Agai nst these evils the prophet Isaiah lifted his voice in stern
rebuke: "Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom give ear unto
the | aw of our God, ye people of Gonobrrah. To what purpose is the
mul titude of your sacrifices unto ne? saith the Lord. . . . Wen ye
come to appear before ne, who hath required this at your hand, to tread
my courts? . . . Your new noons and your appointed feasts my sou
hateth: they are a trouble unto ne; | amweary to bear them And when
ye spread forth your hands, | will hide mne eyes fromyou: yea, when
ye make many prayers, | will not hear."” Isa. 1:10-15. [Cf: The Revi ew
and Herald 04-01-15 para. 3] p. 21, Para. 3, [1915M5].

I nspiration declares, "The sacrifice of the wicked is abom nation: how
much nore, when he bringeth it with a wicked m nd?" Prov. 21:27. The
God of heaven is "of purer eyes than to behold evil," and cannot "I ook
on iniquity." Hab. 1:13. It is not because he is unwilling to forgive,
that he turns fromthe transgressor; it is because the sinner refuses
to make use of the abundant provisions of grace, that God is unable to



deliver fromsin. "The Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot
save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities
have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his
face fromyou, that he will not hear." Isa. 59:1, 2. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 04-01-15 para. 4] p. 21, Para. 4, [1915Ms].

Sol onon had witten, "We to thee, O land, when thy king is a child!"
Eccl. 10:16. Thus it was with the |and of Judah. Through conti nued
transgression, her rulers had beconme as children. |saiah called the
attention of the people to the weakness of their position anobng the
nati ons of earth; and he showed that this was the result of w ckedness
in high places. "Behold," he said, "the Lord, the Lord of hosts, doth
take away from Jerusal em and from Judah the stay and the staff, the
whol e stay of bread, and the whole stay of water, the m ghty man, and
the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the
ancient, the captain of fifty, and the honorable nman, and the
counsel or, and the cunning artificer, and the el oquent orator. And
will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them

For Jerusalemis ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their
tongue and their doings are against the Lord, to provoke the eyes of
his glory.” Isa. 3:1-8. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-01-15 para. 5]
p. 21, Para. 5, [1915M5]

"They which |l ead thee." the prophet continued, "cause thee to err, and
destroy the way of thy paths." Verse 12. During the reign of Ahaz this
was literally true; for of himit is witten: "He wal ked in the ways of
the kings of Israel, and made al so nolten inages for Baalim Moreover
he burnt incense in the valley of the son of H nnom" "yea, and nade
his son to pass through the fire, according to the abom nations of the
heat hen, whom the Lord cast out from before the children of Israel. And
he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places, and on the hills,
and under every green tree." 2 Chron. 28:2, 3:2 Kings 16:3, 4. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 04-01-15 para. 6] p. 22, Para. 1, [1915M5]

This was indeed a tine of great peril for the chosen nation. Only a
few short years, and the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel were to be
scattered anong the nations of heathendom And in the kingdom of Judah
al so the outl ook was dark. The forces for good were rapidly
di m ni shing, the forces for evil nultiplying. The prophet M cah
viewi ng the situation, was constrained to exclaim "The good man is
peri shed out of the earth: and there is none upright anong nen." "The
best of themis as a brier: the nost upright is sharper than a thorn
hedge." M cah 7:2, 4. "Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very
smal |l remant," decl ared |sai ah, "we should have been as Sodom and we
shoul d have been like unto Gonorrah." Isa. 1:9. [Cf: The Review and
Heral d 04-01-15 para. 7] p. 22, Para. 2, [1915Ms].

In every age, for the sake of those who have renmined true, as well as
because of his infinite Iove for the erring, God has borne long with
the rebel lious, and has urged themto forsake their course of evil, and
return to him "Precept upon precept; line upon line; . . . here a
little, and there a little" (lsa. 28:10), through nmen of his
appoi ntnent, he has taught transgressors the way of righteousness. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 04-01-15 para. 8] p. 22, Para. 3, [1915Ms].

And thus it was during the reign of Ahaz. Invitation upon invitation
was sent to erring Israel to return to their allegiance to Jehovah.



Tender were the pleadings of the prophets; and as they stood before the
peopl e, earnestly exhorting to repentance and reformation, their words
bore fruit to the glory of God. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-01-15
para. 9] p. 22, Para. 4, [1915M5]

Through M cah cane the wonderful appeal: "Hear ye now what the Lord
saith; Arise, contend thou before the nountains, and let the hills hear
thy voice. Hear ye, O nountains, the Lord's controversy, and ye strong
foundations of the earth: for the Lord hath a controversy with his
people, and he will plead with Israel. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-
01-15 para. 10] p. 22, Para. 5, [1915MS].

"O ny people, what have | done unto thee? and wherein have | wearied
thee? testify against nme. For | brought thee up out of the I|land of
Egypt, and redeened thee out of the house of servants; and | sent
before thee Moses, Aaron, and Mriam [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-01-
15 para. 11] p. 22, Para. 6, [1915M5]

"O ny people, renmenber now what Bal ak king of Mdab consulted, and what
Bal aam t he son of Beor answered himfrom Shittimunto Glgal; that ye
may know the righteousness of the Lord.” Mcah 6:1-5. [Cf: The Revi ew
and Herald 04-01-15 para. 12] p. 23, Para. 1, [1915M5]

The God whom we serve is longsuffering: "his conpassions fail not."
Lam 3:22. Throughout the period of probationary tinme his Spirit is
entreating nmen to accept the gift of life. "As | live, saith the Lord
God, | have no pleasure in the death of the w cked; but that the w cked
turn fromhis way and live: turn ye, turn ye fromyour evil ways; for
why will ye die?" Eze. 33:11. It is Satan's special device to | ead man
into sin, and then | eave himthere, helpless and hopel ess, fearing to
seek for pardon. But God invites, "Let himtake hold of ny strength,
that he may nake peace with me; and he shall nmake peace with ne." Isa.
27:5. In Christ every provision has been nmade, every encouragenent
offered. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-01-15 para. 13] p. 23, Para. 2,
[ 1915Ms] .

In the days of apostasy in Judah and |srael, nmany were inquiring.
"Wherewith shall | come before the Lord, and bow nyself before the high
God? shall | cone before himw th burnt offerings, with calves of a
year old? WIIl the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten
t housands of rivers of oil." The answer is plain and positive: "He hath
showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of
thee, but to do justly, and to love nercy, and to walk hunbly with thy
God?" M cah 6:6-8. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-01-15 para. 14] p
23, Para. 3, [1915M5].

In urging the value of practical godliness, the prophet was only
repeating the counsel given Israel centuries before. Through Mses, as
they were about to enter the Pronised Land, the word of the Lord had
been: "And now, |srael, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but
to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to |ove him and
to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, to
keep the commandnents of the Lord, and his statutes, which I commnd
thee this day for thy good?" Deut. 10:12, 13. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 04-01-15 para. 15] p. 23, Para. 4, [1915M5].

From age to age these counsels were repeated by the servants of



Jehovah to those who were in danger of falling into habits of

formalism and of forgetting to show nmercy. When Christ hinmself, during
his earthly mnistry, was approached by a | awer with the question
"Master, which is the great commandnent in the | aw?" Jesus said to him
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mnd. This is the first and great commandnent.
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt |ove thy neighbor as
thysel f. On these two commandnents hang all the | aw and the prophets.”
Matt. 22:36-40. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-01-15 para. 16] p. 23,
Para. 5, [1915M5].

These plain utterances of the prophets and of the Master hinself
shoul d be received by us as the voice of God to every soul. W should

| ose no opportunity of perform ng deeds of nercy, of tender forethought
and Christian courtesy, for the burdened and the oppressed. If we can
do no nore, we may speak words of courage and hope to those who are
unacquai nted with God, and who can be approached nobst easily by the
avenue of synpathy and |love. (To be concluded.) Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 04-01-15 para. 17] p. 23, Para. 6, [1915M5].

Ri ch and abundant are the prom ses made to those who are watchful to
bring joy and blessing into the lives of others. "If thou draw out thy
soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy
light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday: and the
Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and
make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be |like a watered garden, and |ike a
spring of water, whose waters fail not." Isa. 58:10, 11. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Heral d 04-08-15 para. 1] p. 24, Para. 1, [1915M5].

The idol atrous course of Ahaz, in the face of the earnest appeals of
the prophets, could have but one result. "The wath of the Lord was
upon Judah and Jerusalem and he . . . delivered themto trouble, to
astoni shnment, and to hissing." 2 Chron. 29:8. The kingdom suffered a
rapid decline, and its very exi stence was soon inperiled by invading
armes. "Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Renmliah king of Israe
came up to Jerusalemto war: and they besieged Ahaz." 2 Kings 16:5.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 04-08-15 para. 2] p. 24, Para. 2, [1915M5].

Had Ahaz and the chief nen of his real mbeen true servants of the Most
H gh, they would have had no fear of so unnatural an alliance as had
been formed agai nst them But repeated transgression had shorn them of
strength. Stricken with a nanmel ess dread of the retributive judgnents
of an offended God, the heart of the king "was noved, and the heart of
his people, as the trees of the wood are noved with the wind." Isa.
7:2. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-08-15 para. 3] p. 24, Para. 3,
[1915MS] .

In this crisis, the word of the Lord came to |saiah, bidding himneet
the trenbling king, and say:-- [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-08-15
para. 4] p. 24, Para. 4, [1915M5].

"Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be faint-hearted.

Because Syria, Ephraim and the son of Remmliah, have taken evi

counsel agai nst thee, saying, Let us go up agai nst Judah, and vex it,
and |l et us nmake a breach therein for us, and set a king in the mdst of
it, . . . thus saith the Lord CGod, It shall not stand, neither shall it
come to pass."” The kingdom of Israel, and Syria as well, declared the



prophet, would soon conme to an end. "If ye will not believe," he
concl uded, "surely ye shall not be established.” Isa. 7:4-7, 9. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 04-08-15 para. 5] p. 24, Para. 5, [1915Ms].

Well would it have been for the kingdom of Judah had Ahaz received
this message as from heaven. But choosing to | ean on the armof flesh,
he sought help fromthe heathen. In desperation he sent word to
Ti gl ath-pil eser, king of Assyria: "I amthy servant and thy son: cone
up, and save ne out of the hand of the king of Syria, and out of the
hand of the king of Israel, which rise up against nme." The request was
acconpanied by a rich present fromthe king's treasure and fromthe
templ e storehouse. 2 Kings 16:7, 8. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-08-15
para. 6] p. 24, Para. 6, [1915M5]

The hel p asked for was sent, and King Ahaz was given tenporary relief,
but at what a cost to Judah! The tribute offered aroused the cupidity
of Assyria, and that treacherous nation soon threatened to overfl ow and
spoi |l Judah. Ahaz and his unhappy subjects were now harassed by the
fear of falling conpletely into the hands of the cruel Assyrians. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 04-08-15 para. 7] p. 25, Para. 1, [1915MS].

"The Lord brought Judah | ow' because of continued transgression. In
this time of chastisenent, Ahaz, instead of repenting, trespassed "yet

nore against the Lord: . . . for he sacrificed unto the gods of
Damascus." "Because the gods of the kings of Syria help them" he said,
"therefore will | sacrifice to them that they may help nme." 2 Chron

28:19, 22, 23. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-08-15 para. 8] p. 25,
Para. 2, [1915M5].

As the apostate king neared the end of his reign, he caused the doors
of the tenple to be closed. The sacred services were interrupted. No

| onger were the candl esticks kept burning before the altar. No | onger
were offerings made for the sins of the people. No |longer did sweet

i ncense ascend on high at the tine of the norning and the evening
sacrifice. Deserting the courts of the house of God, and |ocking fast
its doors, the inhabitants of the godless city boldly set up altars for
t he worship of heathen deities on the street corners throughout
Jerusal em Heat heni sm had seem ngly triunphed; the powers of darkness
had wel | -nigh prevailed. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-08-15 para. 9]
p. 25, Para. 3, [1915M5]

But in Judah there dwelt some who, anmid the prevailing apostasy,

mai ntai ned their allegiance to Jehovah, steadfastly refusing to be |led
into idolatry. It was to these that |Isaiah and M cah and their
associ ates | ooked in hope as they surveyed the ruin wought during the
| ast years of Ahaz. Their sanctuary was closed, but the faithful ones
were assured: "God is with us. . . . Sanctify the Lord of hosts
hinsel f; and [ et him be your fear, and | et him be your dread. And he
shall be for a sanctuary." Isa. 8:10, 13. 14. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 04-08-15 para. 10] p. 25, Para. 4, [1915M5].

In this tinme of "trouble and darkness" and "di nmess of angui sh" (verse
22), the future was made bright by means of many precious
comuni cations to the church of God concerning her future triunph.
Judah was to suffer much from Assyrian oppression, and fromthe
scourgi ngs of other nations, and was finally to be carried away
captive; yet this sore chastisenment, grievous though it m ght seem at



the time, would be used by a nerciful Providence as a neans of

sal vation. "By this," Isaiah declared, "shall the iniquity of Jacob be
purged; and this is all the fruit to take away his sin.” Isa. 27:9. At
the close of the period of captivity, those who had remai ned faithful
together with those who m ght choose henceforth to serve the living
God, were to be permitted to return to the land of their fathers. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 04-08-15 para. 11] p. 25, Para. 5, [1915M5]

The promi se of restoration was acconpani ed by many propheci es
concerning the advent of the Messiah. In the fullness of tine | mmnuel
the prom sed Deliverer, was to appear, to dispel the darkness of
centuries of apostasy. Those dwelling "in the |and of the shadow of
death” were to see "a great light." Isa. 9:2. The prophet, |looking with
rapture upon this glorious deliverance of those who had so | ong been
gropi ng in darkness, exclainmed: "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the governnment shall be upon his shoulder: and his nane
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The m ghty God, The everl asting
Fat her, The Prince of Peace. O the increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
ki ngdom to order it, and to establish it with judgnment and with
justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will performthis.” Verses 6, 7. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-08-15
para. 12] p. 26, Para. 1, [1915Ms].

“I'n that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious,
and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and conely for themthat
are escaped of Israel. And it shall conme to pass, that he that is left
in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem shall be called holy, even
every one that is witten anong the living in Jerusalem when the Lord
shall have . . . purged the blood of Jerusalemfromthe nidst thereof
by the spirit of judgnment, and by the spirit of burning." Isa. 4:2-4.
"And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the
eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. The
meek al so shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor anmobng nen
shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel." "They also that erred in
spirit shall conme to understanding, and they that murmured shall |earn
doctrine." lIsa. 29:18, 19, 24. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-08-15
para. 13] p. 26, Para. 2, [1915M5].

"O Lord, thou art nmy God; | will exalt thee, I will praise thy nane;
for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are
faithful ness and truth. . . . Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a

strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge fromthe storm a
shadow fromthe heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm
against the wall. . . . And in this nountain shall the Lord of hosts
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wi nes on the

| ees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the |lees well refined.”
Isa. 25:1, 4, 6. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-08-15 para. 14] p. 26,
Para. 3, [1915Mg]

“I'n that day shall this song be sung in the |Iand of Judah; We have a
strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bul warks. Open ye
the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter
in. Thou wilt keep himin perfect peace, whose mnd is stayed on thee:
because he trusteth in thee. Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in the
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." Isa. 26:1-4. Ms. E. G Wite.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 04-08-15 para. 15] p. 26, Para. 4,



[1915M8] .

There are books that are of vital inportance that are not |ooked at by
our young people. They are negl ected because they are not so
interesting to themas sone lighter reading. [Cf: The Review and Heral d
04- 15-15 para. 1] p. 26, Para. 5, [1915M5].

We shoul d advi se the young to take hold of such reading natter as
recommends itself for the upbuilding of Christian character. The npst
essential points of our faith should be stanped upon the nenory of the
young. They have had a glinpse of these truths, but not such an
acquai ntance as would |l ead themto | ook upon their study with favor.
Qur youth should read that which will have a healthful, sanctifying
effect upon the mnd. This they need in order to be able to discern
what is true religion. There is much good reading that is not
sanctifying. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-15-15 para. 2] p. 27, Para.
1, [1915M8].

Now is our tine and opportunity to |labor for the young people. Tel
themthat we are now in a perilous crisis, and we want to know how to
di scern true godliness. Qur young people need to be hel ped, uplifted,
and encouraged, but in the right manner; not, perhaps, as they would
desire it, but in a way that will help themto have sanctified m nds
They need good, sanctifying religion nore than anything else. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Heral d 04-15-15 para. 3] p. 27, Para. 2, [1915M5]

I do not expect to live long. My work is nearly done. Tell our young
people that | want ny words to encourage themin that manner of life
that will be nost attractive to the heavenly intelligences, and that
their influence upon others may be nost ennobling. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 04-15-15 para. 4] p. 27, Para. 3, [1915Mg5]

In the night season | was selecting and | ayi ng asi de books that are of
no advantage to the young. We should select for them books that will
encourage themto sincerity of life, and lead themto the opening of
the Word. This has been presented to ne in the past, and | thought |
woul d get it before you and nmake it secure. W cannot afford to give to
young peopl e val uel ess readi ng. Books that are a blessing to mnd and
soul are needed. These things are too lightly regarded; therefore our
peopl e shoul d becone acquainted with what | am saying. [Cf: The Revi ew
and Herald 04-15-15 para. 5] p. 27, Para. 4, [1915M5].

I do not think |I shall have nore Testinonies for our people. Qur nen
of solid minds know what is good for the uplifting and upbuil ding of
the work. But with the love of God in their hearts, they need to go
deeper and deeper into the study of the things of God. | amvery
anxi ous that our young people shall have the proper class of reading;
then the old people will get it also. W nust keep our eyes on the
religious attraction of the truth. We are to keep m nd and brain open
to the truths of God's Word. Satan cones when men are unaware. W are
not to be satisfied because the nessage of warning has been once
presented. W nust present it again and again. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 04-15-15 para. 6] p. 27, Para. 5, [1915M5].

We coul d begin a course of reading so intensely interesting that it
woul d attract and influence many minds. If | am spared for further
| abor, | should gladly help to prepare books for the young. [Cf: The



Revi ew and Heral d 04-15-15 para. 7] p. 27, Para. 6, [1915M5].

There is a work to be done for the young by which their mnds will be
i npressed and nol ded by the sanctifying truth of God. It is my sincere
wi sh for our young people that they find the true neaning of
justification by faith, and the perfection of character that wll
prepare them for eternal life. | do not expect to live |long, and
| eave this nessage for the young, that the aimwhich they neke shal
not mscarry. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-15-15 para. 8] p. 28,
Para. 1, [1915M5].

| exhort nmy brethren to encourage the young ever to keep the
preci ousness and grace of God highly exalted. Wrk and pray constantly
for a sense of the preciousness of true religion. Bring in the
bl essedness and the attractiveness of holiness and the grace of Cod.
have felt a burden regarding this because | know it is neglected. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 04-15-15 para. 9] p. 28, Para. 2, [1915M5]

I have no assurance that my life will last long, but | feel that | am
accepted of the Lord. He knows how nmuch | have suffered as | have
wi t nessed the | ow standards of |iving adopted by so-called Christians.
| have felt that it was inperative that the truth should be seen in ny
life, and that ny testinony should go to the people. | want that you
should do all you can to have my writings placed in the hands of the
people in foreign lands. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-15-15 para. 10]
p. 28, Para. 3, [1915M5].

Tell the young that they have had many spiritual advantages. God wants
themto nmake earnest efforts to get the truth before the people. | am
inpressed that it is ny special duty to say these things. Ms. E G
White. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-15-15 para. 11] p. 28, Para. 4,

[ 1915MS] .

In sharp contrast with the reckless rule of Ahaz was the reformation
wrought during the prosperous reign of his son. Hezekiah cane to the
throne deternmined to do all in his power to save Judah fromthe fate
t hat was overtaking the northern ki ngdom The nmessages of the prophets
of fered no encouragenent to hal fway neasures. Only by nost decided
reformati on could the threatened judgnents be averted. [Cf: The Review
and Heral d 04-22-15 para. 1] p. 28, Para. 5, [1915M5]

In the crisis Hezekiah proved to be a man of opportunity. No sooner
had he ascended the throne than he began to plan and to execute. He
first turned his attention to the restoration of the tenple services,
so long neglected; and in this work he earnestly solicited the
cooperation of a band of priests and Levites who had remained true to
their sacred calling. Confident of their |oyal support, he spoke with
them freely concerning his desire to institute immediate and far-
reaching reforms. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-22-15 para. 2] p. 28,
Para. 6, [1915M5].

"Qur fathers have trespassed," he confessed, "and done that which was
evil in the eyes of the Lord our God, and have forsaken him and have
turned away their faces fromthe habitation of the Lord."” "Now it is in
m ne heart to make a covenant with the Lord God of Israel, that his
fierce wath may turn away fromus." 2 Chron. 29:6, 10. [Cf: The Revi ew
and Herald 04-22-15 para. 3] p. 28, Para. 7, [1915Ms].



In a few wel |l -chosen words the king reviewed the situation they were
facing,--the closed tenple and the cessation of all services withinits
precincts; the flagrant idolatry practiced in the streets of the city
and t hroughout the kingdom the apostasy of nultitudes who m ght have
remai ned true to God had the | eaders in Judah set before thema right
exanpl e; and the decline of the kingdomand | oss of prestige in the
estimation of surrounding nations. The northern ki ngdom was rapidly
crunbling to pieces; many were perishing by the sword; a nultitude had
al ready been carried away captive; soon Israel would fall conpletely
into the hands of the Assyrians, and be utterly ruined; and this fate
woul d surely befall Judah as well, unless God should work mghtily
t hrough chosen representatives. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-22-15
para. 4] p. 29, Para. 1, [1915M5].

Hezeki ah appeal ed directly to the priests to unite with himin

bri ngi ng about the necessary reforns. "Be not now negligent," he
exhorted them "for the Lord hath chosen you to stand before him to
serve him and that ye should minister unto him and burn incense."
"Sanctify now yoursel ves, and sanctify the house of the Lord God of
your fathers.” Verses 11, 5. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-22-15 para.
5] p. 29, Para. 2, [1915M5]

It was a time for quick action. The priests began at once. Enlisting
the cooperation of others of their nunber who had not been present
during this conference, they engaged heartily in the work of cleansing
and sanctifying the tenple. Because of the years of desecration and
neglect, this was attended with many difficulties; but the priests and
the Levites | abored untiringly, and within a remarkably short tinme they
were able to report their task conpleted. The tenple doors had been
repai red and thrown open; the sacred vessels had been assenbl ed and put
into place; and all was in readiness for the reestablishnment of the
sanctuary services. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-22-15 para. 6] p
29, Para. 3, [1915M5]

In the first service held, the rulers of the city united with King
Hezekiah and with the priests and Levites in seeking forgiveness for
the sins of the nation. Upon the altar were placed sin offerings "to
make an atonenent for all Israel.” "And when they had made an end of
offering, the king and all that were present with himbowed thensel ves,
and worshiped." Once nore the tenple courts resounded with words of
prai se and adoration. The songs of David and of Asaph were sung with
joy, as the worshipers realized that they were being delivered fromthe
bondage of sin and apostasy. "Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people,
that God had prepared the people: for the thing was done suddenly."
Verses 24, 29, 36. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-22-15 para. 7] p. 29,
Para. 4, [1915M5].

God had i ndeed prepared the hearts of the chief nmen of Judah to | ead
out in a decided reformatory novenent, that the tide of apostasy m ght
be stayed. Through his prophets he had sent to his chosen people
nmessage after nessage of earnest entreaty, --nessages that had been
despi sed and rejected by the ten tribes of the ki ngdom of |srael, now
gi ven over to the enemy. But in Judah there renmmi ned a goodly remant,
and to these the prophets continued to appeal. Hear |saiah urging,
"Turn ye unto himfromwhomthe children of |Israel have deeply
revolted." lsa. 31:6. Hear M cah declaring with confidence: "I wll



| ook unto the Lord; | will wait for the God of nmy salvation: ny CGod

wi |l hear ne. Rejoice not against me, O mne eneny: when | fall, |
shall arise; when | sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto ne.
I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because | have sinned agai nst

him until he plead ny cause, and execute judgnent for ne: he wll
bring me forth to the light, and | shall behold his righteousness."”
Mcah 7:7-9. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-22-15 para. 8] p. 29, Para.
5, [1915Mm8].

These and other |ike nmessages revealing the willingness of God to
forgive and accept those who turned to himwth full purpose of heart,
had brought hope to many a fainting soul in the dark years when the
tenpl e doors remi ned cl osed; and now, as the | eaders began to
institute a reform a nmultitude of the people, weary of the thralldom
of sin, were ready to respond. Through his prophets God had prepared
the way, and by his Spirit had inpressed King Hezekiah to act wi thout
delay. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-22-15 para. 9] p. 30, Para. 1,
[1915Ms] .

Those who entered the tenple courts to seek forgiveness and to renew
their vows of allegiance to Jehovah, had wonderful encouragenent
offered themin the prophetic portions of Scripture. The sol emn
war ni ngs agai nst idolatry, spoken through Moses in the hearing of al
I srael, had been acconpani ed by prophecies of God's willingness to hear
and forgive those who in tines of apostasy should seek himwith all the
heart. "If thou turn to the Lord thy God," Mdyses had said, "and shalt
be obedi ent unto his voice; (for the Lord thy God is a nerciful God;)
he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant
of thy fathers which he sware unto them" Deut. 4:30, 31. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Heral d 04-22-15 para. 10] p. 30, Para. 2, [1915Ms].

And in the prophetic prayer offered at the dedication of the tenple
whose services Hezeki ah and his associates were now restoring, Solonon
had prayed: "Wen thy people Israel be snitten down before the eneny,
because they have sinned agai nst thee, and shall turn again to thee,
and confess thy nane, and pray, and nmake supplication unto thee in this
house: then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people
Israel." 1 Kings 8:33, 34. The seal of divine approval had been pl aced
upon this prayer; for at its close fire had cone down from heaven to
consune the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the
Lord had filled the tenple. See 2 Chron. 7:1. And by night the Lord had
appeared to Solonon, to tell himthat his prayer had been heard, and
that mercy would be shown those who should worship there. The gracious

assurance was given: "If ny people, which are called by nmy name, shal
hunbl e thensel ves, and pray, and seek ny face, and turn fromtheir
wi cked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin,

and will heal their land." Verses 14, 15. [Cf: The Review and Herald
04-22-15 para. 11] p. 30, Para. 3, [1915Ms].

These prom ses net abundant fulfillnment during the refornmation under
Hezekiah. Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-22-15 para.
12] p. 30, Para. 4, [1915MS]

The good begi nning made at the tine of the purification of the tenple
was followed by a broader nmovement, in which Israel as well as Judah
participated. In his zeal to make the tenple services a real blessing
to the people, Hezekiah determined to revive the ancient custom of



gathering the Israelites together for the cel ebration of the Passover
feast. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-29-15 para. 1] p. 31, Para. 1,
[ 1915MS] .

For many years the Passover had not been observed as a nationa
festival. The division of the kingdomafter the close of Sol onpbn's
reign had nmade this seeminpracticable. But the terrible judgnents
befalling the ten tribes were awakening in the hearts of sone a desire
for better things, and the stirring nessages of the prophets were
having their effect. The invitation to the Passover at Jerusal em was
heral ded far and wide, "fromcity to city through the country of
Ephrai m and Manasseh even unto Zebulun," and the royal couriers found
sone who were ready to respond. The bearers of the gracious invitation
were usually repul sed. The inpenitent "l aughed themto scorn, and
nocked them Neverthel ess divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebul un,"
eager to seek God for a clearer know edge of his will, "hunbled
t hensel ves, and cane to Jerusalem" 2 Chron. 30:10, 11. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 04-29-15 para. 2] p. 31, Para. 2, [1915Ms].

In the land of Judah the response was very general; for upon them was
"the hand of God," "to give themone heart to do the commandment of the
king and of the princes" (verse 12),--a command in accord with the wll
of God as reveal ed through his prophets. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-
29-15 para. 3] p. 31, Para. 3, [1915M5]

The occasi on was one of the greatest profit to the nmultitudes
assenbl ed. The desecrated streets of the city were cleared of the

i dol atrous shrines placed there during the reign of Ahab. On the

appoi nted day the Passover was observed; and the week was spent by the
people in offering peace offerings, and in | earning what God woul d have
them do. Daily the Levites "taught the good know edge of the Lord;" and
those who had prepared their hearts to seek God, found pardon. A great
gl adness t ook possession of the worshiping nultitude; "the Levites and
the priests praised the Lord day by day, singing with |oud instrunents"
(verses 22, 21); all were united in their desire to praise himwho had
proved so gracious and nerciful. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-29-15
para. 4] p. 31, Para. 4, [1915M5].

The seven days usually allotted to the Passover feast passed all too
qui ckly, and the worshi pers determ ned to spend another seven days in

| earning nore fully the way of the Lord. The teaching priests continued
their work of instruction fromthe book of the law, daily the people
assenbled at the tenple to offer their tribute of praise and

t hanksgi ving; and as the great neeting drewto a close, it was evident
that God had wought marvel ously in the conversion of backsliding
Judah, and in stemming the tide of idolatry which threatened to sweep
all before it. The sol emm warni ngs of the prophets had not been uttered
in vain. "There was great joy in Jerusalem for since the tine of

Sol onon the son of David king of Israel there was not the like in
Jerusalem" Verse 26. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-29-15 para. 5] p
31, Para. 5, [1915Ms].

The tinme had conme for the return of the worshipers to their hones.
"The priests the Levites arose and bl essed the people: and their voice
was heard, and their prayer came up to his holy dwelling place, even
unto heaven." Verse 27. God had accepted those who with broken hearts
had confessed their sins, and with resolute purpose had turned to him



for forgiveness and help. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 04-29-15 para. 6]
p. 32, Para. 1, [1915M5].

There now remai ned an i nportant work, in which those who were
returning to their honmes nust take an active part; and the
acconpl i shment of this work bore evidence to the genui neness of the
reformati on wought. The record reads: "All Israel that were present
went out to the cities of Judah, and brake the inages in pieces, and
cut down the groves, and threw down the high places and the altars out
of all Judah and Benjam n, in Ephraimalso and Manasseh, until they had
utterly destroyed themall. Then all the children of Israel returned,
every man to his possession, into their own cities.” 2 Chron. 31:1.

[Cf: The Review and Herald 04-29-15 para. 7] p. 32, Para. 2, [1915M5]

Hezeki ah and his associates instituted various reforns for the
upbui l ding of the spiritual and tenporal interests of the kingdom
"Throughout all Judah" the king "w ought that which was good and ri ght
and truth before the Lord his God. And in every work that he began

he did it with all his heart, and prospered."” Versus 20, 21. "He
trusted in the Lord God of Israel; . . . and departed not from
following him but kept his commandnents, which the Lord conmanded
Moses. And the Lord was with him and he prospered.” 2 Kings 18:5-7.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 04-29-15 para. 8] p. 32, Para. 3, [1915M5].

The reign of Hezekiah was characterized by a series of renmarkable
provi dences, which revealed to the surrounding nations that the God of
Israel was with his people. The success of the Assyrians in capturing
Samaria and in scattering the shattered remant of the ten tribes anong
the nations, during the earlier portion of his reign, was |eading nmany
to question the power of the God of the Hebrews. Enbol dened by their
successes, the Ninevites had | ong since set aside the nessage of Jonah
and had becone defiant in their opposition to the purposes of Heaven. A
few years after the fall of Samaria, the victorious arm es reappeared
in Palestine, this tine directing their forces agai nst the fenced
cities of Judah, with sone neasure of success, but they withdrew for a
season because of difficulties arising in other portions of their
realm Not until sone years later, toward the close of Hezekiah's
reign, was it to be denonstrated before the nations of the world
whet her the gods of the heathen were finally to prevail. Ms. E G
White. [Cf: The Review and Herald 04-29-15 para. 9] p. 32, Para. 4,

[ 1915Ms] .

In the midst of his prosperous reign, King Hezekiah was suddenly
stricken with a fatal malady. "Sick unto death," his case was beyond
the power of man to help. And the |last vestige of hope seened renoved
when the prophet |saiah appeared before himw th the nmessage, "Thus
saith the Lord, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not
live." Isa. 38:1. [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-06-15 para. 1] p. 32,
Para. 5, [1915Mg]

The outl ook seened utterly dark; yet the king could still pray to the
One who had hitherto been his "refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble.” Ps. 46:1. And so "he turned his face to the wall, and
prayed unto the Lord, saying, | beseech thee, O Lord, remenber now how

| have wal ked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have
done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezeki ah wept sore.” 2 Kings
20:2, 3. [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-06-15 para. 2] p. 33, Para. 1



[1915M8] .

Since the days of David, there had reigned no king who had w ought so
m ghtily for the upbuilding of the ki ngdomof God in a tinme of apostasy
and di scouragenent as had Hezeki ah. The dying ruler had served his God
faithfully, and had done much to strengthen the confidence of the
people in Jehovah as their Suprene Ruler. And, |like David, he could now
pl ead: "Let my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto ny cry;
for ny soul is full of troubles: and ny life draweth nigh unto the

grave." "Thou art ny hope, O Lord God: thou art my trust fromny youth.
By thee have |I been holden up. . . . Forsake me not when ny strength
faileth. . . . O CGod, be not far fromnme: O ny God, nake haste for ny
help. . . . O CGod, forsake nme not; until | have showed thy strength

unto this generation, and thy power to every one that is to cone." Ps.
88:2, 3; 71:5-18. [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-06-15 para. 3] p. 33,
Para. 2, [1915M5].

He whose "conpassions fail not" (Lam 3:22) heard the prayer of his
servant. "It canme to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the nmiddle
court, that the word of the Lord came to him saying, Turn again, and
tell Hezekiah the captain of nmy people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of
David thy father, | have heard thy prayer, | have seen thy tears:
behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the
house of the Lord. And | will add unto thy days fifteen years; and
will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria;
and | will defend this city for nmne own sake, and for ny servant
David's sake." 2 Kings 20:4-6. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-06-15
para. 4] p. 33, Para. 3, [1915M5].

G adly the prophet returned with the words of assurance and hope.
Directing that a lunp of figs be laid upon the diseased part, |saiah
delivered to the king the nessage of God's nercy and protecting care.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 05-06-15 para. 5] p. 33, Para. 4, [1915M5]

Li ke Moses in the land of Mdian, |ike G deon in the presence of the
heavenly nessenger, like Elisha just before the ascension of his

mast er, Hezeki ah pleaded for some sign that the nessage was from
heaven. "What shall be the sign,” he inquired of the prophet, "that the
Lord will heal ne, and that | shall go up into the house of the Lord
the third day?" [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-06-15 para. 6] p. 33,
Para. 5, [1915M5].

"This sign shalt thou have of the Lord," the prophet answered, "that
the Lord will do the thing that he hath spoken: shall the shadow go
forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees?" "It is a light thing,"
Hezeki ah replied, "for the shadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but |et
t he shadow return backward ten degrees.” [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-
06-15 para. 7] p. 33, Para. 6, [1915M5].

Only by the direct interposition of God could the shadow on the
sundi al be nmade to turn back ten degrees; and this was to be the sign
to Hezekiah that the Lord had heard his prayer. Accordingly, "the
prophet cried unto the Lord: and he brought the shadow ten degrees
backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz." 2 Kings 20: 8-
11. [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-06-15 para. 8] p. 34, Para. 1,

[ 1915MS] .



Restored to his wonted strength, the king of Judah acknow edged in
words of song the nercies of Jehovah, and vowed to spend his remaining
days in willing service to the King of kings. His grateful recognition
of God's conpassionate dealing with himis an inspiration [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 05-06-15 para. 9] p. 34, Para. 2, [1915M5].

"I said in the cutting off of ny days, | shall go to the gates of the
grave: | amdeprived of the residue of ny years. | said, | shall not
see the Lord, even the Lord, in the hand of the living: | shall behold
man no nore with the inhabitants of the world. Mne age is departed,
and is renoved fromne as a shepherd's tent: | have cut off like a
weaver ny life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: fromday even
to night wilt thou make an end of me. | reckoned till norning, that, as
alion, so will he break all ny bones: fromday even to night wilt thou
make an end of nme. Like a crane or a swallow, so did | chatter: | did
nmourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with |ooking upward: O Lord, | am
oppressed; undertake for nme. What shall | say? he hath both spoken unto
me, and hinself hath done it: | shall go softly all my years in the
bitterness of my soul. O Lord, by these things nmen live, and in al
these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover ne, and
make me to |live. Behold, for peace | had great bitterness: but thou
hast in love to ny soul delivered it fromthe pit of corruption: for
thou hast cast all ny sins behind thy back. For the grave cannot praise
thee, death cannot celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit
cannot hope for thy truth. . . . The Lord was ready to save ne:
therefore we will sing nmy songs to the stringed instrunents all the
days of our life in the house of the Lord." Isa. 38:10-20. Ms. E. G
White. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-06-15 para. 10] p. 34, Para. 3,
[1915MS] .

In the fertile valleys of the Tigris and the Euphrates there dwelt an
ancient race, which, though at that tinme subject to Assyria, was
destined to rule the world. Anpng its people were wi se nen who gave
much attention to the study of astronony; and when they noticed that
t he shadow on the sundial had been turned back ten degrees, they
marvel ed greatly. Their king, Merodach-bal adan, upon |learning that this
mracl e had been wrought as a sign to the king of Judah that the God of
heaven had granted hima new | ease of life, send anbassadors to
Hezeki ah to congratul ate himon his recovery, and to learn, if
possi ble, nore of the God who was able to performso great a wonder
[Cf: The Review and Herald 05-13-15 para. 1] p. 34, Para. 4, [1915M5].

The visit of these nmessengers fromthe ruler of a far-away |and gave
Hezeki ah an opportunity to extol the living God. How easy it would have
been for himto tell them of God, the uphol der of all created things,

t hrough whose favor his own |ife had been spared when all other hope
had fled! What nonentous transformations m ght have taken place had
these seekers after truth fromthe plains of Chal dea been led to
acknow edge the suprene sovereignty of the living God. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 05-13-15 para. 2] p. 35, Para. 1, [1915M5].

But pride and vanity took possession of Hezekiah's heart, and in self-
exal tation he laid open to covetous eyes the treasures with which God
had enriched his people. The king "showed them the house of his
preci ous things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the
preci ous ointnent, and all the house of his arnor, and all that was
found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his



dom ni on, that Hezekiah showed themnot." Isa. 39:2. Not to glorify God
did he do this, but to exalt hinmself in the eyes of the foreign
princes. He did not stop to consider that these nmen were
representatives of a powerful nation that had not the fear nor the | ove
of God in their hearts, and that it was inprudent to nake themhis
confidants concerning the tenporal riches of the nation. [Cf: The

Revi ew and Herald 05-13-15 para. 3] p. 35, Para. 2, [1915M5]

The visit of the anbassadors to Hezekiah was a test of his gratitude
and devotion. The record says, "Howbeit in the business of the
anbassadors of the princes of Babylon, who sent unto himto inquire of
t he wonder that was done in the land, God left him to try him that he
m ght know all that was in his heart.” 2 Chron. 32:31. Had Hezeki ah
i mproved the opportunity given himto bear witness to the power, the
goodness, the conpassion, of the God of Israel, the report of the
anbassadors woul d have been as |ight piercing darkness. But he
magni fi ed hinsel f above the Lord of hosts. He "rendered not again
according to the benefit done unto him for his heart was lifted up."
[Cf: The Review and Herald 05-13-15 para. 4] p. 35, Para. 3, [1915M5].

Di sastrous were the results which were to follow To Isaiah it was
reveal ed that the returning anbassadors were carrying with thema
report of the riches they had seen, and that the king of Babylon and
his counselors would plan to enrich their own country with the
treasures of Jerusalem Hezekiah had grievously sinned; "therefore
there was wrath upon him and upon Judah and Jerusalem" Verse 25. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 05-13-15 para. 5] p. 35, Para. 4, [1915Ms].

"Then came |saiah the prophet unto King Hezekiah, and said unto him
VWhat said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezeki ah
said, They are cone froma far country unto ne, even from Babyl on. Then
said he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezeki ah answered, Al
that is in mne house have they seen: there is nothing anbng ny
treasures that | have not showed them [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-
13-15 para. 6] p. 35, Para. 5, [1915M5]

"Then said |saiah to Hezeki ah, Hear the word of the Lord of hosts:
Behol d, the days cone, that all that is in thine house, and that which
thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to
Babyl on: nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons that
shall issue fromthee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away;
and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 05-13-15 para. 7] p. 35, Para. 6, [1915M5]

"Then said Hezekiah to |saiah, Good is the word of the Lord which thou
hast spoken." Isa. 39:3-8. [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-13-15 para. 8]
p. 36, Para. 1, [1915M5].

Filled with renorse, "Hezekiah hunbled hinmself for the pride of his
heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem so that the wath of
the Lord cane not upon themin the days of Hezekiah." 2 Chron. 32:26.
But the evil seed had been sown, and in tine was to spring up and yield
a harvest of desolation and woe. During his renmaining years the king of
Judah was to have nuch prosperity because of his steadfast purpose to
redeem the past and to bring honor to the name of the God whom he
served; yet his faith was to be severely tried, and he was to |earn
that only by putting his trust fully in Jehovah could he hope to



triunph over the powers of darkness that were plotting his ruin and the
utter destruction of his people. [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-13-15
para. 9] p. 36, Para. 2, [1915M5].

The story of Hezekiah's failure to prove true to his trust at the tine
of the visit of the anmbassadors, is fraught with an inportant |esson
for all. We need to speak of the precious chapters in our experience,
of the nercy and | ovi ngki ndness of God, of the matchl ess depths of the
Saviour's love. When mnd and heart are filled with the love of Cod, it
will not be difficult to inpart that which enters into the spiritua
life. Great thoughts, noble aspirations, clear perceptions of truth
unsel fi sh purposes, yearnings for piety and holiness, will find
expression in words that reveal the character of the heart treasure.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 05-13-15 para. 10] p. 36, Para. 3,

[ 1915Ms] .

Those with whom we associ ate day by day need our hel p, our guidance.
They may be in such a condition of mnd that a word spoken in season
will be as a nail in a sure place. Tomorrow sone of these souls may be
where we can never reach them again. Wat is our influence over these
fellow travelers? [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-13-15 para. 11] p. 36,
Para. 4, [1915Mg]

Every day of life is freighted with responsibilities which we nust
bear. Every day our words and acts are nmking inpressions upon those
wi th whom we associ ate. How great the need that we set a watch upon our
lips and guard carefully our steps! One reckless novenent, one

i mprudent step, and the surging waves of some strong tenptation may
sweep a soul into the downward path. We cannot gather up the thoughts
we have planted in human minds. |If they have been evil, we may have set
in nmotion a train of circunstances, a tide of evil, which we are
powerless to stay. [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-13-15 para. 12] p
36, Para. 5, [1915M5]

On the other hand, if by our exanple we aid others in the devel opnent
of good principles, we give them power to do good. In their turn they
exert the sane beneficial influence over others. Thus hundreds and
t housands are hel ped by our unconscious influence. The true foll ower of
Christ strengthens the good purposes of all wi th whom he comes in
contact. Before an unbelieving, sin-loving world, he reveals the power
of God's grace and the perfection of his character. Ms. E. G Wite.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 05-13-15 para. 13] p. 36, Para. 6,

[ 1915Ms] .

"Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of
Assyria, nor for all the nultitude that is with him for there be nore
with us than with him with himis an armof flesh; but with us is the
Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles.”™ 2 Chron. 32:7, 8.
Wth these words of confidence in the power of Jehovah to deliver,
Hezeki ah inspired the people of Judah to resist with unfailing courage
t he advanci ng hosts of Assyria, when it seened as if nothing could save
Jerusalem fromutter destruction. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-20-15
para. 1] p. 37, Para. 1, [1915M5].

It was not without reason that Hezekiah could speak with certainty of
the outcome. The boastful Assyrian, while used by God for a season as
the rod of his anger (see Isa. 10:5) for the punishment of the nations,



was not always to prevail. "Be not afraid of the Assyrian," had been
the nmessage of the Lord through |saiah sone years before, to those that
dwelt in Zion; "for yet a very little while, . . . and the Lord of
hosts shall stir up a scourge for himaccording to the slaughter of

M dian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so shal

he lift it up after the manner of Egypt. And it shall conme to pass in
that day, that his burden shall be taken away from of f thy shoul der

and his yoke fromoff thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because
of the anointing." Verses 24-27. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-20-15
para. 2] p. 37, Para. 2, [1915MsS].

I n anot her prophetic nessage, given "in the year that King Ahaz died,"
t he prophet had declared: "The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely
as | have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as | have purposed, so
shall it stand: that | will break the Assyrian in ny |and, and upon ny
nmount ai ns tread hi munderfoot: then shall his yoke depart from off
them and his burden depart fromoff their shoulders. This is the
purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand
that is stretched out upon all the nations. For the Lord of hosts hath
pur posed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and
who shall turn it back?" Isa. 14:28, 24-27. [Cf: The Review and Herald
05-20-15 para. 3] p. 37, Para. 3, [1915M5]

The power of the oppressor was to be broken. Yet Hezekiah in the
earlier years of his reign had continued to pay tribute to Assyria, in
harmony with the agreenent entered into by Ahaz. Meanwhile, the king
had taken "counsel with his princes and his nmighty nen," and had done
everything possible for the defense of his kingdom He had made sure of
a bountiful supply of water within the walls of Jerusalem while
Wi thout the city there should be a scarcity. "Also he strengthened
hi msel f, and built up all the wall that was broken, and raised it up to
the towers, and another wall without, and repaired MIlo in the city of
Davi d, and nmade darts and shields in abundance. And he set captains of
war over the people."” 2 Chron. 32:3, 5, 6. Nothing had been | eft undone
that could be done in preparation for a siege. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 05-20-15 para. 4] p. 37, Para. 4, [1915M5].

At the time of Hezekiah's accession to the throne of Judah, the
Assyrians had already carried captive a | arge nunber of the children of
Israel fromthe northern ki ngdom and a few years after he had begun to
reign, and while he was still strengthening the defenses of Jerusal em
the Assyrians besieged and captured Samaria, and scattered the ten
tri bes anbng the many provinces of the Assyrian realm The borders of
Judah were only a few niles distant, with Jerusalemless than fifty
mles away; and the rich spoils to be found within the tenple would
tenmpt the enemy to return. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-20-15 para. 5]
p. 38, Para. 1, [1915M5].

But the king of Judah had determined to do his part in preparing to
resi st the eneny; and having acconplished all that human ingenuity and
energy could do, he had assenbled his forces, and had exhorted themto
be of good courage. "Great is the Holy One of Israel in the mdst of
thee" (lsa. 12:6), had been the message of the prophet I|saiah to Judah;
and the king with unwavering faith now declared, "Wth us is the Lord
our God to help us, and to fight our battles.” 2 Chron. 32:8. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Heral d 05-20-15 para. 6] p. 38, Para. 2, [1915M5].



Not hi ng nore quickly inspires faith than the exercise of faith. The
ki ng of Judah had done his part in meking ready for the coming storm
and now, confident that the prophecy against the Assyrians would be
fulfilled, he stayed his soul upon God. And "the people rested
t hensel ves upon the words of Hezekiah."-- Ib. What though the arm es of
Assyria, fresh fromthe conquest of the greatest nations of earth, and
triunphant over Samaria in Israel, should now turn their forces against
Judah? What though they should boast, "As nmy hand hath found the
ki ngdonms of the idols, and whose graven inmages did excel them of
Jerusal em and of Sanmaria; shall | not, as | have done unto Samaria and
her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?" Isa. 10:10, 11. Judah had
nothing to fear, for their trust was in Jehovah. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 05-20-15 para. 7] p. 38, Para. 3, [1915M5]

The | ong-expected crisis finally cane. The forces of Assyria,
advancing fromtriunph to triunph, appeared in Judea. Confident of
victory, the leaders divided their forces into two arm es, one of which
was to neet the Egyptian arny to the southward, while the other was to
besi ege Jerusalem [Cf: The Revi ew and Herald 05-20-15 para. 8] p. 38,
Para. 4, [1915M5].

Judah's only hope was now in God. All possible help from Egypt had
been cut off, and no other nation was near to lend a friendly hand. (To
be continued.) Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-20-15
para. 9] p. 38, Para. 5, [1915M5]

The Assyrian officers, sure of the strength of their disciplined
forces, arranged for a conference with the chief men of Judah, during
whi ch they insolently demanded the surrender of the city. This denmand
was acconpani ed by bl asphenous revilings against the God of the
Hebrews. Because of the weakness and apostasy of Israel and Judah, and
name of God was no | onger feared anbng the nations, but had becone a
subj ect for continual blaspheny. Isa. 52:5. [Cf: The Review and Heral d
05-27-15 para. 1] p. 38, Para. 6, [1915M5]

"Speak ye now to Hezekiah," said Rabshakeh, one of Sennacherib's chi ef
officers, "Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, Wat
confidence is this wherein thou trustest? Thou sayest, (but they are
but vain words,) | have counsel and strength for the war. Now on whom
dost thou trust, that thou rebell est against me?" 2 Kings 18:19, 20.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 05-27-15 para. 2] p. 39, Para. 1, [1915M5].

The officers were conferring outside the gates of the city, but within
the hearing of the sentries on the wall; and as the representatives of
the Assyrian king loudly urged their proposals upon the chief nen of
Judah, they were requested to speak in the Syrian rather than the
Jewi sh | anguage, in order that those upon the wall night not have
know edge of the proceedings of the conference. Rabshakeh, scorning
this suggestion, lifted his voice still higher, and continuing to speak
in the Jewi sh | anguage, said:-- [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-27-15
para. 3] p. 39, Para. 2, [1915M5]

"Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. Thus saith
the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to
deliver you. Neither |et Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying,
The Lord will surely deliver us: this city shall not be delivered into
t he hand of the king of Assyria. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-27-15



para. 4] p. 39, Para. 3, [1915M5].

"Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Mke an
agreenent with me by a present, and cone out to nme: and eat ye every
one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one
the waters of his own cistern; until | cone and take you away to a | and
like your own land, a land of corn and wi ne, a |land of bread and
vi neyards. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-27-15 para. 5] p. 39, Para.

4, [1915M5].

"Bewar e | est Hezeki ah persuade you, saying, The Lord will deliver us.
Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his |and out of the hand
of the king of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where
are the gods of Sepharvai n? and have they delivered Samaria out of ny
hand? Who are they anong all the gods of these |ands, that have
delivered their |land out of ny hand, that the Lord should deliver
Jerusal em out of ny hand?" Isa. 36:13-20. [Cf: The Review and Heral d
05-27-15 para. 6] p. 39, Para. 5, [1915M5].

To these taunts the children of Judah "answered himnot a word." |sa.
36:21. The conference was at an end. The Jew sh representatives
returned to Hezekiah "with their clothes rent, and told hi mthe words
of Rabshakeh." 2 Kings 18:37. The king, upon |earning of the
bl asphenous chal l enge, "rent his clothes, and covered hinself with
sackcl oth, and went into the house of the Lord." 2 Kings 19:1. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 05-27-15 para. 7] p. 39, Para. 6, [1915M5]

A nessenger was di spatched to Isaiah to inform himof the outcone of
the conference. "This is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and

bl aspheny,” was the word the king sent. "It may be the Lord thy Cod
will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his
master hath sent to reproach the living God; and will reprove the words

which the Lord thy God hath heard: wherefore |ift up thy prayer for the
remmant that are left." Verses 3, 4. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 05-27-
15 para. 8] p. 39, Para. 7, [1915M5]

"For this cause Hezeki ah the king, and the prophet Isaiah the son of
Anoz, prayed and cried to heaven." 2 Chron. 32:20. [Cf: The Review and
Heral d 05-27-15 para. 9] p. 40, Para. 1, [1915M5].

God answered the prayers of his servants. To |Isaiah was given the
message for Hezekiah: "Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words
whi ch thou hast heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria
have bl asphenmed nme. Behold, | will send a blast upon him and he shal
hear a runor, and shall return to his own land; and | will cause himto
fall by the sword in his own land." 2 Kings 19:6, 7. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 05-27-15 para. 10] p. 40, Para. 2, [1915M5].

The Assyrian representatives, after taking | eave of the chief nen of
Judah, communicated direct with their king, who was with the division
of his arny guarding the approach from Egypt. Upon hearing the report,
Sennacherib wote "letters to rail on the Lord God of Israel, and to
speak agai nst him saying, As the gods of the nations of other |ands
have not delivered their people out of mne hand, so shall not the God
of Hezeki ah deliver his people out of mine hand." 2 Chron. 32:17. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 05-27-15 para. 11] p. 40, Para. 3, [1915M5].



The boastful threat was acconpani ed by the nessage, "Let not thy CGod
in whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be
delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard
what the kings of Assyria have done to all |ands, by destroying them
utterly: and shalt thou be delivered? Have the gods of the nations
del i vered them which ny fathers have destroyed; as Gozan, and Haran
and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Thelasar? Were is
the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of
Sepharvaim of Hena, and |vah?" 2 Kings 19:10-13. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 05-27-15 para. 12] p. 40, Para. 4, [1915M5].

VWhen the king of Judah received the taunting letter, he took it into
the tenple and "spread it before the Lord" (verse 14), and prayed with
strong faith for help from heaven, that the nations of earth m ght know
that the God of the Hebrews still lived and reigned. The honor of
Jehovah was at stake: he alone could bring deliverance. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 05-27-15 para. 13] p. 40, Para. 5, [1915M5]

"O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubins." Hezekiah
pl eaded, "thou art the God even thou alone of all the kingdons of the
earth; thou hast nade heaven and earth. Lord, bow down thine ear, and
hear: open, Lord, thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of
Sennacheri b, which hath sent himto reproach the living God. O a
truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their
| ands, and have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods,
but the work of nmen's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have
destroyed them Now therefore, O Lord our God, | beseech thee, save
thou us out of his hand, that all kingdons of the earth may know t hat
thou art the Lord God, even thou only." 2 Kings 19:15-19. "G ve ear, O
Shepherd of Israel, Thou that |eadest Joseph like a flock; Thou that
dwel | est between the cherubins, shine forth. Before Ephrai mand
Benj am n and Manasseh stir up thy strength, And come and save us. Turn
us again, O God, And cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved. "O
Lord God of hosts, How long wilt thou be angry agai nst the prayer of
thy peopl e? Thou feedest themwith the bread of tears; And givest them
tears to drink in great nmeasure. Thou makest us a strife unto our
nei ghbors: And our enem es | augh anong thensel ves. Turn us again, O Cod
of hosts, And cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved. "Thou
hast brought a vine out of Egypt: Thou hast cast out the heathen, and
planted it. Thou preparedst room before it, And didst cause it to take
deep root, and it filled the land. The hills were covered with the
shadow of it, And the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars. She
sent out her boughs unto the sea, And her branches unto the river. "Wy
hast thou then broken down her hedges, So that all they which pass by
the way do pluck her? The boar out of the wood doth waste it, And the
wi |l d beast of the field doth devour it. Return, we beseech thee, O Cod
of hosts: Look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine; And
t he vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, And the branch that
t hou madest strong for thyself. It is burned with fire, it is cut down:
They perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. "Let thy hand be upon the
man of thy right hand, Upon the son of man whom t hou nadest strong for
thyself. So will not we go back fromthee: Quicken us, and we will cal
upon thy nane. Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, Cause thy face to
shine; and we shall be saved." Psalm80. [Cf: The Review and Herald 05-
27-15 para. 14] p. 40, Para. 6, [1915MS].

Hezeki ah's pl eadings in behalf of Judah and of the honor of their



Suprene Ruler, were in harnony with the mnd of God. Sol onpbn, in his
benedi cti on at the dedication of the tenple, had pleaded with the Lord
to maintain "the cause of his people Israel at all tines, as the matter
shall require: that all the people of the earth may know that the Lord
is God, and that there is none else." 1 Kings 8:59, 60. Especially was
the Lord to show favor when, in tinmes of war or of oppression by an
eneny, the chief men of Israel should enter the house of prayer and

pl ead for deliverance. (To be continued.) Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 05-27-15 para. 15] p. 41, Para. 1, [1915Ms].

Hezeki ah was not left w thout hope. Isaiah sent to him saying: "Thus
saith the Lord God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed to ne agai nst
Sennacheri b king of Assyria |I have heard. This is the word that the
Lord hath spoken concerning him The virgin the daughter of Zion hath
despi sed thee, and | aughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusal em
hat h shaken her head at thee. Wom hast thou reproached and bl asphened?
and agai nst whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes
on high? even against the Holy One of Israel. By thy nessengers thou
hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, Wth the nultitude of my
chariots | amcome up to the height of the nmountains, to the sides of
Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, and the choice
fir trees thereof: and | will enter into the |odging of his borders,
and into the forest of his Carnel. | have digged and drunk strange
waters, and with the sole of ny feet have |I dried up all the rivers of
besi eged pl aces. Hast thou not heard | ong ago how | have done it, and
of ancient times that | have forned it? now have | brought it to pass,
that thou shoul dest be to lay waste fenced cities into rui nous heaps.
Therefore their inhabitants were of snmall power, they were di smayed and
confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb
as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown
up. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 1] p. 41, Para. 2,

[ 1915Ms] .

"But | know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy
rage agai nst ne. Because thy rage against ne and thy tunmult is cone up
into mne ears, therefore | will put my hook in thy nose, and ny bridle
inthy lips, and | will turn thee back by the way by which thou
canest."” 2 Kings 19:20-28. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 2]
p. 42, Para. 1, [1915M5].

The | and of Judah had been |l aid waste by the arnmy of occupation; but
God has pronmised to provide miraculously for the needs of the people.
To Hezeki ah cane the nmessage: "This shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shal
eat this year such things as grow of thenselves, and in the second year
t hat which springeth of the same; and in the third year sow ye, and
reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 06-03-15 para. 3] p. 42, Para. 2, [1915Ms].

"And the remant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall yet again
take root downward, and bear fruit upward. For out of Jerusal em shal

go forth a remant, and they that escape out of Munt Zion: the zeal of
the Lord of hosts shall do this. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15
para. 4] p. 42, Para. 3, [1915M5].

"Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria. He
shall not cone into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor cone
before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he



cane, by the sane shall he return, and shall not cone into this city,
saith the Lord. For | will defend this city, to save it, for mne own
sake, and for ny servant David's sake." Verses 29-34. [Cf: The Revi ew
and Herald 06-03-15 para. 5] p. 42, Para. 4, [1915M9]

That very night deliverance came. "The angel of the Lord went out, and
snote in the canp of the Assyrians a hundred fourscore and five

t housand." Verse 35. "All the mighty nen of valor, and the |eaders and
captains in the canp of the king of Assyria" were slain. 2 Chron

32:21. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 6] p. 42, Para. 5,

[ 1915MS] .

Tidings of this terrible judgnent upon the arny that had been sent to
take Jerusal em soon reached Sennacherib, who was still guarding the
approach to Judea from Egypt. Stricken with fear, the Assyrian king
hasted to depart, and "returned with shane of face to his own land."
Verse 21. But he had not long to reign. In harnony with the prophecy
that had been uttered concerning his sudden end, he was assassi nated by
those of his own hone, "and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead."
Isa. 37:38. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 7] p. 42, Para.
6, [1915Ms].

The God of the Hebrews had prevail ed over the proud Assyrian. The
honor of Jehovah was vindicated in the eyes of the surrounding nations.
In Jerusalemthe hearts of the people were filled with holy joy. Their
earnest entreaties for deliverance had been mingled with confession of
sin and with many tears; in their great need they had trusted wholly in
t he power of God to save, and he had not failed them Now the tenple
courts resounded with songs of solem praise:--"In Judah is God known:
His name is great in Israel. In Salemalso is his tabernacle, And his
dwel ling place in Zion. There brake he the arrows of the bow. The
shield, and the sword, and the battle. "Thou art nore gl orious and
excel l ent Than the mountains of prey. The stout-hearted are spoil ed,
they have slept their sleep: And none of the nen of m ght have found
their hands. At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, Both the chariot and horse
are cast into a dead sleep. "Thou, even thou, art to be feared: And who
may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry? Thou di dst cause
judgment to be heard from heaven; The earth feared, and was still, Wen
God arose to judgment, To save all the neek of the earth. "Surely the
wrath of man shall praise thee: The remai nder of wath shalt thou
restrain. Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God: Let all that be round
about himbring presents unto himthat ought to be feared. He shall cut
off the spirit of princes: He is terrible to the kings of the earth.”
Psal m 76. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 8] p. 43, Para. 1,
[1915Ms] .

The rise and fall of the Assyrian Enpire is rich in |lessons for the
nati ons of earth today. Inspiration has |ikened the glory of Assyria at
the hei ght of her prosperity to a noble tree in the garden of God,
toweri ng above the surrounding trees. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-03-
15 para. 9] p. 43, Para. 2, [1915M5]

"The Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and with a
shadowi ng shroud, and of a high stature; and his top was anong the
thi ck boughs. . . . Under his shadow dwelt all great nations. Thus was
he fair in his greatness, in the length of his branches: for his root
was by great waters. The cedars in the garden of God could not hide



him the fir trees were not |ike his boughs, and the chestnut trees
were not |ike his branches; nor any tree in the garden of God was |ike
unto himin his beauty. . . . Al the trees of Eden, that were in the
garden of God, envied him" Eze. 31:3-9. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-
03-15 para. 10] p. 43, Para. 3, [1915M5].

But the rulers of Assyria, instead of using their unusual bl essings
for the benefit of mankind, becane the scourge of many | ands.

Merciless, with no thought of God or their fellow nmen, they pursued the
fixed policy of causing all nations to acknow edge the supremacy of the
gods of Nineveh, whomthey exalted above the Mpst Hi gh. God sent Jonah
to themw th a nmessage of warning, and for a season they hunbl ed
t hensel ves before the Lord of hosts, and sought forgiveness. But soon
they turned again to idol worship, and to the conquest of the world.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 11] p. 43, Para. 4,

[ 1915Ms] .

The prophet Nahum in his arraignnent of the evildoers in N neveh,
exclainmed:--"We to the bloody city! It is all full of lies and

robbery; The prey departeth not; "The noise of a whip, and the noise of
the rattling of the wheels, And of prancing horses, and of the junping
chariots. The horsenmen |lifteth up both the bright sword and the
glittering spear: And there is a multitude of slain. . . ."Behold, I am
agai nst thee, Saith the Lord of hosts." Nahum 3:1-5. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 06-03-15 para. 12] p. 44, Para. 1, [1915M5]

Wth unerring accuracy the Infinite One still keeps account with the
nations. While his mercy is tendered, with calls to repentance, this
account remmi ns open; but when the figures reach a certain anmpunt which
God has fixed, the mnistry of his wath begins. The account is closed.
Di vi ne patience ceases. Mercy no longer pleads in their behalf. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 06-03-15 para. 13] p. 44, Para. 2, [1915M5].

"The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at al
acquit the wicked: the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the
storm and the clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea,
and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan | angui sheth,
and Carnel, and the fl ower of Lebanon | angui sheth. The nopuntai ns quake
at him and the hills nelt, and the earth is burned at his presence,
yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before his
i ndi gnati on? and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury
is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him" Nahum
1:3-6. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 14] p. 44, Para. 3,
[1915Ms] .

It was thus that Ni neveh, "the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly,
that said in her heart, | am and there is none beside nme," becane a
desol ation, "enpty, and void, and waste," "the dwelling of the lions,
and the feeding place of the young |ions, where the lion, even the old
lion, wal ked, and the lion's whelp, and none nade them afraid." Zeph
2:15; Nahum 2:10, 11. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 15] p
44, Para. 4, [1915M5]

The pride of Assyria and its fall are to serve as an object |esson to
the end of time. OF the nations of earth today who in arrogance and
pride array thenselves against him God inquires, "To whomart thou
thus like in glory and in greatness anong the trees of Eden? yet shalt



t hou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of
the earth: thou shalt lie in the mdst of the uncircuncised with them
that be slain by the sword.” Eze. 31:18. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-
03-15 para. 16] p. 44, Para. 5, [1915M5]

"The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth
themthat trust in him But with an overrunning flood he will nake an
utter end" of all who endeavor to exalt thenmsel ves above the Mst High.
Nahum 1:7, 8. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 17] p. 44,
Para. 6, [1915M5].

"The pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the scepter of Egypt
shal |l depart away." Zech. 10:11. This is true not only of the nations
that arrayed thensel ves against God in ancient times but also of the
nations of earth today who fail of fulfilling the divine purpose. In
the day of final awards, when the righteous Judge of all the earth
shall "sift the nations" (lsa. 30:28), and those that have kept the
truth shall be pernmitted to enter the city of God, heaven's arches will
ring with the triunphant songs of the redeened. "Ye shall have a song,"
the prophet declares, "as in the night when a holy solemity is kept;
and gl adness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to cone into the
mountain of the Lord, to the Mghty One of Israel. And the Lord shal
cause his glorious voice to be heard. . . . Through the voice of the
Lord shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which snote with a rod. And in
every place where the grounded staff shall pass, which the Lord shal
lay upon him it shall be with tabrets and harps." Isa. 30:29-32. Ms.
E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-03-15 para. 18] p. 44,
Para. 7, [1915M5].

Thr oughout his mnistry, Isaiah bore a plain testinmony concerning
God' s purpose for the heathen. O her prophets had nade nmention of the
di vine plan, but their |anguage was not always understood. To Isaiah it
was given to make very plain to Judah the truth that anong the Israe
of God were to be nunbered many who were not descendants of Abraham
after the flesh. This teaching was not in harnony with the theol ogy of
his age; yet he fearlessly proclained the nessages given hi mof Cod,
and brought hope to many a | onging heart reaching out after the
spiritual blessings prom sed to the seed of Abraham [Cf: The Revi ew
and Herald 06-17-15 para. 1] p. 45, Para. 1, [1915Ms].

The apostle to the Gentiles, in his letter to the believers in Rone,
calls the attention of Christendomto this characteristic of Isaiah's
teaching. "Esaias is very bold," Paul declares, "and saith, | was found
of them that sought Me not; | was nade mani fest unto themthat asked
not after me." Rom 10:20. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 2]
p. 45, Para. 2, [1915M5].

Oten the Israelites seened unable or unwilling to understand God's
purpose for the heathen. Yet it was this very purpose that had nmade
them a separate people, and had established them as an i ndependent
nati on anong the nations of the earth. Abraham their father, to whom
the covenant pronise was first given, had been called to go forth from
his kindred, to the regions beyond, that he nmight be a |ightbearer to
t he heathen. Although the prom se to himincluded a posterity as
nunmerous as the sand by the sea, yet it was for no selfish purpose that
he was to become the founder of a great nation in the | and of Canaan
God' s covenant with himenbraced all the nations of earth. "I wll



bl ess thee," Jehovah decl ared, "and nake thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing: and | will bless themthat bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all famlies of the earth be

bl essed."” Gen. 12:2, 3. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 3]

p. 45, Para. 3, [1915M5].

In the renewal of the covenant shortly before the birth of I|saac,
God' s purpose for mankind was again made plain. "All the nations of the
earth shall be blessed in hin (Gen. 18:18), was the assurance of the
Lord concerning the child of prom se. And, later, the heavenly visitant
once nore declared, "In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
bl essed. " Gen. 22:18. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 4] p
45, Para. 4, [1915Mg5]

The all-enbracing terms of this covenant were famliar to Abrahan s
children and to his children's children. It was in order that the
Israelites mght be a blessing to the nations, and that God' s nane
m ght be made known "t hroughout all the earth" (Ex. 9:16), that they
were delivered from Egypti an bondage. If obedient to his requirenents,
they were to be placed far in advance of other peoples in w sdom and
under st andi ng; but this supremacy was to be reached and mai ntai ned only
in order that through themthe purpose of God for "all nations of the
earth"” mght be fulfilled. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 5]
p. 46, Para. 1, [1915M5].

The marvel ous provi dences connected with Israel's deliverance from
Egypti an bondage and with their occupancy of the Promi sed Land, |ed
many of the heathen to recognize the God of Israel as the Suprene
Rul er. "The Egyptians shall know, " had been the promise, "that | amthe
Lord, when |I stretch forth m ne hand upon Egypt, and bring out the
children of Israel fromanong them" Ex. 7:5. Even proud Pharaoh was
constrai ned to acknowl edge Jehovah's power. "Go serve the Lord," he
urged Moses and Aaron, "and bless ne also." Ex. 12: 31, 32. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 06-17-15 para. 6] p. 46, Para. 2, [1915M5]

The advanci ng hosts of Israel found that a know edge of the nighty
wor ki ngs of the God of the Hebrews had gone before them and that sone
anong the heathen were | earning that he alone was the true God. In
wi cked Jericho the testinony of a heathen woman was, "The Lord your
God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath." Joshua 2:11. The
know edge of Jehovah that had thus conme to her, proved her salvation
By faith "Rahab perished not with themthat believed not." Heb. 11:31
And her conversion was not an isolated case of God's nercy toward
i dol aters who shoul d acknowl edge his divine authority. In the mdst of
the I and a nunerous peopl e--the G beonites--renounced their heatheni sm
and united with Israel, sharing in the blessings of the covenant. [Cf
The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 7] p. 46, Para. 3, [1915MS].

No di stinction on account of nationality, race, or caste is recognized
by God. He is the Maker of all mankind. Al nen are of one famly by
creation, and all are one through redenption. Christ canme to denplish
every wall of partition, to throw open every conpartnent of the tenple
courts, that every soul may have free access to God. His love is so
broad, so deep, so full, that it penetrates everywhere. It |ifts out of
Satan's influence those who have been del uded by his deceptions, and
pl aces themwithin reach of the throne of God, the throne encircled by
t he rai nbow of promise. In Christ there is neither Jew nor G eek, bond



nor free. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 8] p. 46, Para. 4,
[1915Ms] .

In the years that foll owed the occupation of the Prom sed Land, the
benefi cent designs of Jehovah for the salvation of the heathen were
al nost wholly lost sight of, and it becanme necessary for himto set
forth his plan anew. "All the ends of the world," the psalm st was
inspired to sing, "shall remenber and turn unto the Lord: and all the
ki ndreds of the nations shall worship before thee." Ps. 22:27. "Princes
shal | come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto
God." Ps. 68:31. "The heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and al
the kings of the earth thy glory." "This shall be witten for the
generation to cone: and the people which shall be created shall praise
the Lord. For he hath | ooked down fromthe height of his sanctuary;
from heaven did the Lord behold the earth; to hear the groaning of the
prisoner; to |oose those that are appointed to death; to declare the
nanme of the Lord in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem when the people
are gathered together, and the kingdons, to serve the Lord." Ps.
102: 15, 18-22. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 9] p. 46,
Para. 5, [1915M5].

Had |srael been true to her trust, all the nations of earth would have
shared in her blessings. But the hearts of those to whom had been
intrusted a knowl edge of saving truth, were untouched by the needs of
those around them God's purpose was |ost sight of, and the heathen
came to be | ooked upon as beyond the pale of his nercy. The light of
truth was withheld, and darkness prevail ed. The nati ons were overspread
with a veil of ignorance; the love of God was little known; error and
superstition flourished. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 10]
p. 47, Para. 1, [1915M5].

Such was the prospect that greeted |Isaiah when he was called to the
prophetic mssion; yet he was not discouraged, for ringing in his ears
was the triunphal chorus of the angels surrounding the throne of God,
"The whole earth is full of his glory," Isa. 6:3. And his faith was
strengt hened by visions of glorious conquests by the church of Cod,
when "the earth shall be full of the know edge of the Lord, as the
waters cover the sea."” Isa. 11:9. "The face of the covering cast over
all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations" (Isa. 25:7),
was finally to be destroyed. The Spirit of God was to be poured out
upon all flesh. Those that hunger and thirst after righteousness were
to be nunbered anong the Israel of God. "They shall spring up as anong
the grass, as willows by the water courses," said the prophet. "One

shall say, | amthe Lord's; and another shall call hinself by the nanme
of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and
surnanme hinmself by the nane of Israel." Isa. 44:4, 5. [Cf: The Revi ew

and Herald 06-17-15 para. 11] p. 47, Para. 2, [1915M5].

To the prophet was given a revelation of the beneficent design of God
in scattering inpenitent Judah anbong the nations of earth. "My people
shall know nmy nane," the Lord declared; "they shall know in that day
that | am he that doth speak." Isa. 52:6. And not only were they
thensel ves to learn the | esson of obedience and trust; in their places
of exile they were also to inpart to others a know edge of the living
God. Many from anpbng the sons of the strangers were to learn to | ove
himas their Creator and their Redeener; they were to begin the
observance of his holy Sabbath day as a menorial of his creative power;



and when he should make "bare his holy armin the eyes of all the
nations,” to deliver his people fromcaptivity, "all the ends of the
earth" should see of the salvation of God. Isa. 52:10, Ps. 98:4. Many
of these converts from heat henismwould wish to unite thenmselves fully
with the Israelites, and acconpany themon the return journey to Judea.
None of these were to say, "The Lord hath utterly separated me from his
people" (Isa. 56:3), for the word of God through his prophet to those
who shoul d yield thensel ves to himand observe his |law, was that they
shoul d thenceforth be nunbered anong spiritual Israel--his church on
earth. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 12] p. 47, Para. 3,

[ 1915MS] .

"The sons of the stranger, that join thenselves to the Lord, to serve
him and to | ove the nane of the Lord, to be his servants, every one
that keepeth the Sabbath frompolluting it, and taketh hold of ny
covenant; even themwll | bring to nmy holy nountain, and make them
joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their
sacrifices shall be accepted upon nmine altar; for mne house shall be
cal l ed an house of prayer for all people. The Lord God which gathereth
the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will | gather others to him beside
those that are gathered unto him" Isa. 56:6-8. (To be concluded.) Ms.
E. G Wiite. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-17-15 para. 13] p. 48,
Para. 1, [1915M5].

The prophet was permitted to | ook down the centuries to the tine of
the advent of the prom sed Messiah. At first he beheld only "trouble
and darkness, dimess of anguish." Isa. 8:22. Many who were |onging for
the light of truth were being |l ed astray by fal se teachers into the
bewi | deri ng mazes of phil osophy and spiritisn others were placing
their trust in a formof godliness, but were not bringing true holiness
into the life practice. The outl ook seenmed hopel ess; but soon the scene
changed, and before the eyes of the prophet was spread a wondrous
vi sion. He saw the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in his
wi ngs; and, lost in admiration, he exclainmed: "The di mess shall not be
such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the
| and of Zebulun and the |l and of Naphtali, and afterward did nore
grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee
of the nations. The people that wal ked i n darkness have seen a great
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined.” Isa. 9:1, 2. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-
15 para. 1] p. 48, Para. 2, [1915Ms5].

This glorious Light of the world was to bring salvation to every
nati on, kindred, tongue, and people. OF the work before H m the
prophet heard the Eternal Father declare: "It is a light thing that
t hou shoul dest be ny servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to

restore the preserved of Israel: | will also give thee for a light to
the Gentiles, that thou mayest be ny salvation unto the end of the

earth. . . . In an acceptable tine have | heard thee, and in a day of
sal vation have | helped thee: and | will preserve thee, and give thee

for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to
inherit the desolate heritages; that thou nayest say to the prisoners,
Go forth; to themthat are in darkness, Show yourselves. . . . Behold
these shall cone fromfar: and, lo, these fromthe north and fromthe
west; and these fromthe land of Sinim" Isa. 49:6-12. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 06-24-15 para. 2] p. 48, Para. 3, [1915Ms].



Looking on still farther through the ages, the prophet beheld the
literal fulfillnment of these glorious prom ses. He saw the bearers of
the glad tidings of salvation going to the ends of the earth, to every
ki ndred and people. He heard the Lord saying of the gospel church
"Behold, | will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the
Gentiles like a flowing streamt (Isa. 66:12); and he heard the
conmi ssion, "Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let themstretch forth
the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, |engthen thy cords, and
strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the right hand and
on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles." Isa. 54:2, 3.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 06-24-15 para. 3] p. 48, Para. 4, [1915M5].

Jehovah declared to the prophet that he would send his w tnesses "unto
the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, . . . to Tubal, and Javan, to
the isles afar off." "They shall declare ny glory anong the Gentiles,"
the prophet was assured by the divine nessenger; "and they shall bring
all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord out of all nations .

to my holy mountain Jerusalem . . . And | will also take of them for
priests and for Levites." Isa. 66:19-21. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-
24-15 para. 4] p. 49, Para. 1, [1915M5].

"How beautiful upon the nmountains are the feet of himthat bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of
good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God
reigneth!" Isa. 52:7. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-24-15 para. 5] p
49, Para. 2, [1915M5]

The prophet heard the voice of God calling his church to her appointed
wor k, that the way m ght be prepared for the ushering in of his

ever| asting ki ngdom The nessage was unmni stakably plain:-- [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 06-24-15 para. 6] p. 49, Para. 3, [1915M5]

"Arise, shine; for thy light is cone, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-24-15 para. 7] p. 49,
Para. 4, [1915M5].

"For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness
the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be
seen upon thee. And the Centiles shall come to thy light, and kings to
the brightness of thy rising. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-24-15 para.
8] p. 49, Para. 5, [1915M5].

"Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather thenselves
together, they conme to thee: thy sons shall conme fromfar, and thy
daughters shall be nursed at thy side. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-
24-15 para. 9] p. 49, Para. 6, [1915MS].

"Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear
and be enl arged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted
unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. . . . They
shall bring gold and incense; and they shall show forth the praises of
the Lord." [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15 para. 10] p. 49, Para.
7, [1915M8].

"Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their w ndows?
Surely the isles shall wait for nme, and the ships of Tarshish first, to
bring thy sons fromfar, their silver and their gold with them unto



the name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he
hath glorified thee. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15 para. 11] p
49, Para. 8, [1915M5].

"And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their Kkings
shall mnister unto thee: for in ny wath | snote thee, but in ny favor
have | had nercy on thee. Therefore thy gates shall be open
continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring
unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings nay be
brought." Isa. 60:1-6, 8-11. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15 para.
12] p. 50, Para. 1, [1915MS].

"Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and |l et the skies pour down

ri ghteousness: |let the earth open, and let thembring forth salvation,
and let righteousness spring up together; | the Lord have created it."
[Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15 para. 13] p. 50, Para. 2,

[ 1915Ms] .

"Look unto nme, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am
God, and there is none else."” Isa. 45:8, 22. [Cf: The Review and Herald
06- 24-15 para. 14] p. 50, Para. 3, [1915Ms].

These prophecies of a great spiritual awakening in a time of gross
darkness are today neeting fulfillment in the advancing |ines of

nm ssion stations that are reaching out into the benighted regions of
earth. The groups of missionaries in heathen | ands have been |ikened by
the prophet to ensigns set up for the guidance of those who are | ooking
for the light of truth. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-24-15 para. 15]

p. 50, Para. 4, [1915M5].

"In that day," says Isaiah, "there shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek:
and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall cone to pass in that day,
that the Lord shall set his hand again the second tinme to recover the
remmant of his people. . . . And he shall set up an ensign for the
nati ons, and shall assenble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together
the di spersed of Judah fromthe four corners of the earth.” Isa. 11:10-
12. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15 para. 16] p. 50, Para. 5,

[ 1915MS] .

The day of deliverance is at hand. "The eyes of the Lord run to and
fro throughout the whole earth, to show hinmself strong in the behalf of
t hem whose heart is perfect toward him" 2 Chron. 16:9. Anong al
nati ons, kindreds, and tongues, he sees nen and wonen who are praying
for light and know edge. Their souls are unsatisfied: |ong have they
fed on ashes. See Isa. 44:20. The eneny of all righteousness has turned
t hem asi de, and they grope as blind men. But they are honest in heart,
and desire to learn a better way. Al though in the depths of heathenism
with no know edge of the witten |aw of God or of his Son Jesus, they
have reveal ed in mani fold ways the working of a divine power on mnd
and character. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15 para. 17] p. 50,
Para. 6, [1915M5].

At tinmes those who have no know edge of God aside fromthat which they
have recei ved under the operations of divine grace, have been kind to
his servants, protecting themat the risk of their own lives. The Holy
Spirit is inplanting the grace of Christ in the heart of many a noble



seeker after truth, quickening his synpathies contrary to his nature,
contrary to his fornmer education. The "Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world" (John 1:9), is shining in his soul; and
this Light, if heeded, will guide his feet to the kingdom of God. The
prophet M cah said, "When | sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a |ight
unto ne." Mcah 7:8. [Cf: The Review and Herald 06-24-15 para. 18] p
50, Para. 7, [1915MS]

Heaven's plan of salvation is broad enough to enbrace the whol e worl d.
God longs to breathe into prostrate humanity the breath of life. And he
will not permit any soul to be disappointed who is sincere in his
 ongi ng for sonething higher and nobler than anything the world can
offer. Constantly he is sending his angels to those who, while
surrounded by circunmstances the nost discouraging, pray in faith for
some power higher than thensel ves to take possession of them and bring

del i verance and peace. |In various ways God will reveal hinself to them
and will place themin touch with providences that will establish their
confidence in the One who has given hinmself a ransomfor all, "that

they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but
keep his commandments."” Ps. 78:7. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15
para. 19] p. 51, Para. 1, [1915MS].

"Shall the prey be taken fromthe mghty, or the |awful captive
del i vered? But thus saith the Lord, Even the captives of the mghty
shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered."
I sa. 49:24, 25. "They shall be greatly ashanmed, that trust in graven
i mmges, that say to the nolten i mages, Ye are our gods." Isa. 42:17.
[Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15 para. 20] p. 51, Para. 2,

[ 1915MS] .

"Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his hel p, whose hope is in
the Lord his God." Ps. 146:5. "Turn you to the stronghold, ye prisoners
of hope." Zech. 9:12. Unto all the honest in heart in heathen | ands--
“the upright" in the sight of heaven--"there ariseth light in the

darkness." Ps. 112:4. God hath spoken: "I will bring the blind by a way
that they knew not; | will lead themin paths that they have not known:
I will make darkness |ight before them and crooked things straight.
These things will | do unto them and not forsake them" I|sa. 42:16.

Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Heral d 06-24-15 para. 21] p. 51
Para. 3, [1915Mg]

In the darkest days of her long conflict with evil, the church of the
living God has been given revel ati ons of the eternal purpose of
Jehovah. Hi s people have been pernmitted to | ook beyond the trials of
the present to the triunphs of the future, when, the warfare having
been acconplished, the redeemed will enter into possession of the
Prom sed Land. These visions of future glory, scenes pictured by the
hand of God, should be dear to his church today, when the controversy
of the ages is rapidly closing, and the promn sed bl essings are soon to
be realized in all their fullness. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15
para. 1] p. 51, Para. 4, [1915M5]

Many were the nessages of confort given the church by |saiah. "Confort
ye, confort ye ny people" (lsa. 40:1) was the prophet's conmm ssion from
God; and with the comr ssion were given wonderful visions that have
been the believers' hope and joy through all the centuries that have
fol |l owed. Despised of nmen, persecuted, forsaken, God's children in



every age have neverthel ess been sustained by his sure prom ses. By
faith they have | ooked forward to the tinme when he will fulfill to his
church the assurance, "I will nmake thee an eternal excellency, a joy of
many generations." Isa. 60:15. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15
para. 2] p. 51, Para. 5, [1915M5].

Often the church militant is called upon to suffer trial and
affliction; for not without severe conflict is the church to triunph.
"The bread of adversity, and the water of affliction" (lsa. 30:20) are
the common | ot of all; but none who put their trust in the One mghty
to deliver will be utterly overwhel ned. "Thus saith the Lord that
created thee, O Jacob, and he that forned thee. O lsrael, Fear not: for
I have redeened thee, | have called thee by thy name; thou art mne
When thou passest through the waters, | will be with thee: and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou wal kest through the
fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee. For | amthe Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: |
gave Egypt for thy ransom Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wast
precious in my sight, thou hast been honorable, and | have |oved thee:
therefore will | give nen for thee, and people for thy life." Isa.
43:1-4. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 3] p. 52, Para. 1,

[ 1915Ms] .

There is forgiveness with God: there is acceptance full and free
through the nerits of Jesus, our crucified and risen Lord. |saiah heard
the Lord declaring to his chosen ones: "I, even |, amhe that blotteth
out thy transgressions for mne own sake, and will not remenber thy
sins. Put ne in renenbrance: |let us plead together: declare thou, that
thou mayest be justified." Verses 25, 26. "Thou shalt know that | the
Lord amthy Saviour and thy Redeener, the mighty One of Jacob." Isa.
60:16. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 4] p. 52, Para. 2,

[ 1915Ms] .

"The rebuke of his people shall he take away" (Isa. 25:8), the prophet
decl ared. "They shall call them The holy people, The redeenmed of the
Lord." Isa. 62:12. He hath appointed "to give unto them beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for nourning, the garnent of praise for the
spirit of heaviness; that they m ght be called trees of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified.” Isa. 61:3. [Cf
The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 5] p. 52, Para. 3, [1915M5]

"Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful
garnents, O Jerusalem the holy city: for henceforth there shall no
nore cone unto thee the uncircuncti sed and the uncl ean. Shake thyself
fromthe dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem | oose thyself fromthe
bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion." Isa. 52:1, 2. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-01-15 para. 6] p. 52, Para. 4, [1915M5].

"Othou afflicted, tossed with tenpest, and not conforted, behold,
will lay thy stones with fair colors, and lay thy foundations with
sapphires. And | will make thy wi ndows of agates, and thy gates of
carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy
children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of
thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be
far from oppression: for thou shalt not fear: and fromterror: for it
shall not cone near thee. Behold, they shall surely gather together

but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fal



for thy sake. . . . No weapon that is fornmed agai nst thee shal

prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou
shalt condem. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and
their righteousness is of ne, saith the Lord." Isa. 54:11-17. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-01-15 para. 7] p. 52, Para. 5, [1915M5].

Clad in the armor of Christ's righteousness, the church is to enter
upon her final conflict. "Fair as the noon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an arny with banners" (Cant. 6:10), she is to go forth into
all the world, conquering and to conquer. [Cf: The Review and Herald
07-01-15 para. 8] p. 53, Para. 1, [1915M5].

The darkest hour of the church's struggle with the powers of evil, is
that which imediately precedes the day of her final deliverance. But
none who trust in God need fear; for "when the blast of the terrible
ones is as a stormagainst the wall," God will be to his church "a
refuge fromthe storm" Isa. 25:4. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15
para. 9] p. 53, Para. 2, [1915M5].

In that day the righteous only are promni sed deliverance. "The sinners
in Zion are afraid,"” the prophet declares; "fearful ness hath surprised
the hypocrites. Who anong us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who
anong us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He that wal keth
ri ghteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from hol di ng of bribes, that
stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from
seeing evil; he shall dwell on high: his place of defense shall be the
nmuni ti ons of rocks: bread shall be given him his waters shall be
sure." lsa. 33:14-16. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 10] p
53, Para. 3, [1915MS].

The word of the Lord to his faithful ones is: "Come, mnmy people, enter
thou into thy chanbers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as
it were for a little nonent, until the indignation be overpast. For
behol d, the Lord coneth out of his place to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity." Isa. 26:20, 21. [Cf: The Review and
Heral d 07-01-15 para. 11] p. 53, Para. 4, [1915M5].

In his vision of the great judgnment day, |saiah w tnesses the
consternation of those unprepared to neet their Lord in peace. "The day
of the Lord is at hand," he exclainms; "it shall come as a destruction
fromthe Al mghty. Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every nman's
heart shall nelt: and they shall be afraid." Isa. 13:6-8. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-01-15 para. 12] p. 53, Para. 5, [1915Ms].

"The |l oftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of nen
shall be made |ow. and the Lord al one shall be exalted in that day. And
the idols he shall utterly abolish. . . . In that day a man shall cast
his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they nade each one
for hinself to worship, to the noles and to the bats; to go into the
clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of
the Lord, and for the glory of his nmjesty, when he ariseth to shake
terribly the earth." Isa. 2:17-21. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15
para. 13] p. 53, Para. 6, [1915Ms].

The day of wath to the enenmies of God is the day of final deliverance
to his church. The prophet declares:-- [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-



01-15 para. 14] p. 54, Para. 1, [1915MS].

"Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirmthe feeble knees. Say to
themthat are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God
will come with vengeance, even God with a reconpense; he will conme and
save you." lsa. 35:3, 4. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 15]
p. 54, Para. 2, [1915M5].

"He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will w pe away
tears fromoff all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take
away fromoff all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it." Isa. 25:8.

And as |sai ah beholds the Lord of glory descending from heaven, with
all the holy angels, to gather the remant church from anong the
nati ons of earth, he hears the waiting ones unite in the exultant cry,

"Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him and he will save us: this
is the Lord; we have waited for him we will be glad and rejoice in his
sal vation." Verse 9. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 16] p

54, Para. 3, [1915M9].

The voice of the Son of God is heard calling forth the sleeping
saints; and as the prophet beholds them coming fromthe prison house of
death, he exclains: "Thy dead nmen shall live, together with ny dead
body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead."
Isa. 26:19. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 17] p. 54, Para.
4, [1915M5].

"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
shal | be unstopped. Then shall the |lame man | eap as an hart, and the
tongue of the dunmb sing."” Isa. 35:5, 6. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-
01-15 para. 18] p. 54, Para. 5, [1915M5]

In the visions of the prophets, those who have triunphed over sin and
the grave are seen happy in the presence of their Mker, talking freely
with himas man talked with God in the beginning. "Be ye glad," the
Lord bids them "and rejoice forever in that which | create: for
behol d, | create Jerusalema rejoicing, and her people a joy. And
will rejoice in Jerusalem and joy in ny people: and the voice of
weepi ng shall be no nore heard in her, nor the voice of crying. Isa.

65: 18, 19. "The inhabitant shall not say, | amsick: the people that
dwel | therein shall be forgiven their iniquity." Isa. 33:24. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-01-15 para. 19] p. 54, Para. 6, [1915M5]

“I'n the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.
And t he parched ground shall beconme a pool, and the thirsty |and
springs of water." Isa. 35:6, 7. "lInstead of the thorn shall conme up
the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the nyrtle tree.”
Isa. 55:13. "And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be
call ed The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it
shall be for those: the wayfaring nmen, though fools, shall not err
therein." Isa. 35:8. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 20] p
54, Para. 7, [1915MS]

"Speak ye confortably to Jerusalem and cry unto her, that her warfare
is acconplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received
of the Lord' s hand double for all her sins.” Isa. 40:2. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 07-01-15 para. 21] p. 55, Para. 1, [1915M5].



As the prophet beholds the redeened dwelling in the city of CGod, free
fromsin and fromall marks of the curse, in rapture he exclains:
"Rejoice ye with Jerusalem and be glad with her, all ye that |ove her
rejoice for joy with her." Isa. 66:10. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-
01- 15 para. 22] p. 55, Para. 2, [1915M5].

"Vi ol ence shall no nore be heard in thy |and, wasting nor destruction
within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy
gates Praise. The sun shall be no nore thy |ight by day; neither for
bri ghtness shall the noon give |ight unto thee: but the Lord shall be
unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no
nore go down; neither shall thy nmoon withdraw itself: for the Lord
shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy nmourning shall be
ended. Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the
| and forever, the branch of ny planting, the work of ny hands, that |
may be glorified." Isa. 60:18-21. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15
para. 23] p. 55, Para. 3, [1915Ms].

There man will be restored to his lost kingship, and the | ower order
of beings will again recognize his sway; the fierce will become gentle,
and the timd trustful. "The wolf also shall dwell with the | anb, and
the |l eopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young
lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them And
the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall |ie down
together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. . . . They shal

not hurt nor destroy in all nmy holy nountain" (lsa. 11:6-9), saith the
Lord. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 24] p. 55, Para. 4,
[ 1915MS] .

The prophet caught the sound of nusic there, and song, --such nusic and
song as, save in the visions of God, no nortal ear has heard nor mnd
concei ved. "The ransonmed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy

and gl adness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." Isa. 35:10. "Joy
and gl adness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of

mel ody." Isa. 51:3. "As well the singers as the players on instrunents
shall be there." Ps. 87:7. "They shall lift up their voice, they shal

sing for the nmajesty of the Lord." Isa. 24:14. [Cf: The Review and
Heral d 07-01-15 para. 25] p. 55, Para. 5, [1915M5]

In the earth made new, the redeenmed will engage in the occupations and
pl easures that brought happi ness to Adam and Eve in the begi nning. The
Eden life will be lived, the life in garden and field. "They shal
buil d houses, and inhabit them and they shall plant vineyards, and eat
the fruit of them They shall not build, and another inhabit; they
shal |l not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the
days of ny people, and mne elect shall long enjoy the work of their
hands." Isa. 65:21, 22. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 26]

p. 55, Para. 6, [1915M5].

There every power will be devel oped, every capability increased. The
grandest enterprises will be carried forward, the |loftiest aspirations
wi |l be reached, the highest anbitions realized. And still there will

appear new heights to surnmount, new wonders to adnmire, new truths to
conprehend, fresh objects of study to call forth the powers of body and
m nd and soul. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 27] p. 56,



Para. 1, [1915M5].

The prophets to whom these great scenes were reveal ed | onged to

understand their full inmport. They "inquired and searched diligently;
sear chi ng what, or what manner of tinme the Spirit of Christ which
was in themdid signify. . . . Unto whomit was reveal ed, that not unto

t hensel ves, but unto us they did mnister the things, which are now
reported unto you." 1 Peter 1:10-12. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-
15 para. 28] p. 56, Para. 2, [1915M5].

To us who are standing on the very verge of their fulfillment, of what
deep nonent, what living interest, are these delineations of the things
to cone, --events for which, since our first parents turned their steps
from Eden, God's children have watched and waited, |onged and prayed!
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 29] p. 56, Para. 3,

[ 1915Ms] .

Fellow pilgrim we are still am d the shadows and turmoil of earthly
activities; but soon our Saviour is to appear to bring deliverance and
rest. Let us by faith behold the bl essed hereafter, as pictured by the
hand of God. He who died for the sins of the world, is opening w de the
gates of Paradise to all who believe on him Soon the battle will have
been fought, the victory won. Soon we shall see himin whom our hopes
of eternal life are centered. And in his presence the trials and
sufferings of this life will seem as nothingness. The forner things
"shall not be remenmbered, nor conme into mnd." Isa. 65:17. "Cast not
away therefore your confidence, which hath great reconpense of reward.
For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God,
ye m ght receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shal

come will conme, and will not tarry." Heb. 10:35-37. "lIsrael shall be
saved. . . . with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor
confounded world without end." Isa. 45:17. [Cf: The Review and Herald

07-01-15 para. 30] p. 56, Para. 4, [1915M5]

Look up, look up, and let your faith continually increase. Let this
faith guide you along the narrow path that |eads through the gates of
the city into the great beyond, the w de, unbounded future of glory
that is for the redeened. "Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the
com ng of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious
fruit of the earth, and hath |ong patience for it, until he receive the
early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for
the com ng of the Lord draweth nigh." James 5:7, 8. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 07-01-15 para. 31] p. 56, Para. 5, [1915M5]

The nations of the saved will know no other |law than the |aw of
heaven. Al will be a happy, united famly, clothed with the garnments
of praise and thanksgiving. Over the scene the norning stars will sing
together, and the sons of God will shout for joy, while God and Chri st
will unite in proclainmng, There shall be no nore sin, neither shal
there be any nore death. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 32]
p. 57, Para. 1, [1915M5].

“"And it shall cone to pass, that from one new noon to another, and
fromone Sabbath to another, shall all flesh cone to worship before ne,
saith the Lord." Isa. 66:23. "The glory of the Lord shall be reveal ed,
and all flesh shall see it together." Isa. 40:5. "The Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.”



Isa. 61:11. "In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of
glory, and for a di adem of beauty, unto the residue of his people.”
Isa. 28:5. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-01-15 para. 33] p. 57, Para.
2, [1915M78].

"The Lord shall confort Zion: he will confort all her waste places;
and he will nake her w lderness |ike Eden, and her desert like the
garden of the Lord." Isa. 51:3. "The glory of Lebanon shall be given
unto it, the excellency of Carnel and Sharon." Isa. 35:2. "Thou shalt

no nmore be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any nore be ternmed
Desol ate: but thou shalt be called ny delight, and thy |and Beul ah

As the bridegroomrejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice
over thee." lIsa. 62:4, 5, margin. Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and
Heral d 07-01-15 para. 34] p. 57, Para. 3, [1915M5].

The ki ngdom of Judah, prosperous throughout the times of Hezekiah, was
once nore brought |low during the |long years of Manasseh's wi cked reign,
when pagani sm was revived, and many of the people were led into
idolatry. "Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalemto err
and to do worse than the heathen.” 2 Chron. 33:9. The glorious |ight of
former generations was foll owed by the darkness of superstition and
error. Gross evils sprang up and flourished, --tyranny, oppression,
hatred of all that is good. Justice was perverted; violence prevailed.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-08-15 para. 1] p. 57, Para. 4, [1915M5]

Yet those evil tinmes were not wi thout witnesses for God and the right.
The trying experiences through which Judah had safely passed during
Hezeki ah's reign, had devel oped in the hearts of many a sturdiness of
character that now served as a bul wark against the prevailing iniquity.
Their testinmony in behalf of truth and righteousness aroused the anger
of Manasseh and his associates in authority, who endeavored to
establish thenselves in evil doing by silencing every voice of
di sapproval . "Manasseh shed i nnocent bl ood very nuch, till he had
filled Jerusalem fromone end to another." 2 Kings 21:16. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-08-15 para. 2] p. 57, Para. 5, [1915M5]

One of the first to fall was |saiah, who for over half a century had
st ood before Judah as the appoi nted nessenger of Jehovah. "CQhers had
trials of cruel nockings and scourgings, yea, noreover of bonds and
i nprisonnment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tenpted,
were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and
goat skins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (of whomthe world
was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in nountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth." Heb. 11:36-38. [Cf: The Review and Herald
07-08-15 para. 3] p. 57, Para. 6, [1915M5].

Some of those who suffered persecution during Manasseh's reign, were
commi ssioned to bear special nmessages of reproof and of judgnent. The
ki ng of Judah, the prophets declared, "hath done w ckedly above al

whi ch were before him" Because of this w ckedness, his kingdom was
nearing a crisis; soon the inhabitants of the Iand were to be carried
captive to Babylon, there to become "a prey and a spoil to all their
enem es." 2 Kings 21:11,14. But the Lord would not utterly forsake
those who in a strange | and shoul d acknow edge himas their Ruler; they
m ght suffer great tribulation, yet he would bring deliverance to them
in his appointed tine and way. Those who should learn to put their
trust wholly in him would find a sure refuge. [Cf: The Revi ew and



Heral d 07-08-15 para. 4] p. 58, Para. 1, [1915M5].

Faithfully the prophets continued their warnings and their
exhortations; fearlessly they spoke to Manasseh, and to his people; but
the nessages were scorned; backsliding Judah woul d not heed. As an
earnest of what woul d befall the people should they continue
impenitent, the Lord permitted their king to be captured by a band of
Assyrian soldiers, who "bound himwith fetters, and carried himto
Babyl on," their tenporary capital. This affliction brought the king to
his senses. "He besought the Lord his God, and hunbled hinself greatly
before the God of his fathers, and prayed unto him and he was
entreated of him and heard his supplication, and brought himagain to
Jerusaleminto his kingdom Then Manasseh knew that the Lord he was
God." 2 Chron. 33:11-13. But this repentance, renmarkable though it was,
came too late to save the kingdom fromthe corrupting influence of
years of idolatrous practices. Many had stunbl ed and fallen, never
again to rise. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-08-15 para. 5] p. 58,
Para. 2, [1915M5].

Anmong t hose whose |ife experience had been shaped beyond recall by the
fatal apostasy of Manasseh, was his own son, who came to the throne at
the age of twenty-two. OF King Anpon it is witten: "He wal ked in al
the way that his father wal ked in, and served the idols that his father
served, and worshi ped them and he forsook the Lord God of his fathers"
(2 Kings 21:21,22); he "hunbled not hinself before the Lord, as
Manasseh his father had hunbl ed hinsel f; but Anon trespassed nore and
nore." The wi cked king was not permtted to reign long. In the midst of
his daring inpiety, only two years fromthe tinme he ascended the
throne, he was slain in the palace by his own servants; and "the people
of the land made Josiah his son king in his stead." 2 Chron. 33: 23, 25.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-08-15 para. 6] p. 58, Para. 3, [1915M5]

Wth the accession of Josiah to the throne, where he was to rule for
thirty-one years, those who had nmaintained the purity of their faith
began to hope that the downward course of the kingdom was checked; for
the new ki ng, though only eight years old, feared God, and fromthe
very beginning "he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord,
and wal ked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to
the right hand or to the left.” 2 Kings 22:2. Born of a w cked king,
beset with tenptations to followin his father's steps, and with few
counselors to encourage himin the right way, Josiah neverthel ess was
true to the God of Israel. Warned by the errors of past generations, he
chose to do right, instead of descending to the |Iow level of sin and
degradation to which his father and his grandfather has descended. He
“turned not aside to the right hand or to the left." As one who was to
occupy a position of trust, he resolved to obey the instruction that
had been given for the guidance of Israel's rulers; and his obedi ence
made it possible for God to use himas a vessel unto honor. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-08-15 para. 7] p. 58, Para. 4, [1915M5]

At the tinme Josiah began to rule, and for many years before, the
truehearted in Judah were questioni ng whether God's promises to anci ent
I srael could ever be fulfilled. Froma human point of view, the divine
purpose for the chosen nation seemed al nost inpossible of
acconpl i shment. The apostasy of former centuries had gathered strength
with the passing years; ten of the tribes had been scattered anong the
heat hen; only a feeble remant renmained in the |and of Judah, and even



t hese now seenmed on the verge of noral and national ruin. The prophets
had begun to foretell the utter destruction of their fair city, where
stood the tenple built by Sol onon, and where all their earthly hopes of
nati onal greatness had centered. Could it be that God was about to turn
aside fromhis avowed purpose of bringing deliverance to those who
shoul d put their trust in hin? In the face of the | ong-continued
persecution of the righteous and of the apparent prosperity of the

wi cked, could those who had remained true to God hope for better days?
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-08-15 para. 8] p. 59, Para. 1, [1915M5].

These anxi ous questionings were voiced by the prophet Habakkuk
Viewi ng the situation of the faithful in his day, he expressed the
burden of his heart in the inquiry: "O Lord, how long shall | cry, and
thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt
not save! Why dost thou show nme iniquity, and cause nme to behold
gri evance? for spoiling and violence are before ne: and there are that
raise up strife and contention. Therefore the law is slacked, and
judgment doth never go forth: for the wi cked doth conpass about the
ri ghteous; therefore wong judgnment proceedeth.” Hab. 1:2-4. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-08-15 para. 9] p. 59, Para. 2, [1915M5].

God answered the cry of his loyal children. Through his chosen

nout hpi ece he reveal ed his determi nation to bring chastisenent upon the
nation that had turned fromhimto serve the gods of the heathen
Wthin the lifetinme of sonme who were even then meking inquiry regarding
the future, he would mracul ously shape the affairs of the ruling

nati ons of earth, and bring the Babylonians into the ascendancy. These
Chal deans, "terrible and dreadful" (Hab. 1:7), were to fall suddenly
upon the | and of Judah as a divinely appointed scourge. The princes of
Judah and the fairest of the people were to be carried captive to

Babyl on; the Judean cities and villages and the cultivated fields were
to be laid waste; nothing was to be spared. [Cf: The Revi ew and Heral d
07-08-15 para. 10] p. 59, Para. 3, [1915M5]

Confident that in this terrible judgnment the purpose of God for his
people would in sonme way be fulfilled, Habakkuk bowed in submi ssion to
the revealed will of Jehovah. "Art thou not fromeverlasting. O Lord ny
God, nmine Holy One?" he exclained. And then, his faith reaching out
beyond the forbidding prospect of the imediate future and | aying fast
hold on the precious pronises that reveal God's love for his trusting
children, the prophet added, "We shall not die." Hab. 1:12. Wth this
declaration of faith he rested his case, and that of every believing
Israelite, in the hands of a conpassionate God. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 07-08-15 para. 11] p. 60, Para. 1, [1915M5].

Thi s was not Habakkuk's only experience in the exercise of strong
faith. On one occasion, when neditating concerning the future, he said,
"I will stand upon ny watch, and set nme upon the tower, and will watch
to see what he will say unto ne." Gaciously the Lord answered him
"Wite the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that
readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed tine, but at the end
it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it
will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul whichis lifted
up is not upright in him but the just shall live by his faith." Hab
2:1-4. (To be concluded.) Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Herald
07-08-15 para. 12] p. 60, Para. 2, [1915MS].



The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in
times of deep trial shortly before the Babyl onian captivity, was the
same faith that sustains God's people today. In the darkest hours,
under circunmstances the nost forbidding, the Christian may stay his
soul in harnmony with the source of all |ight and power. Day by day,
through faith in God, his hope and courage nay be renewed. "The just
shall live by his faith." Hab. 2:4. In the service of God there need be
no despondency, no wavering, no fear. The Lord will nore than fulfil
t he hi ghest expectations of those who put their trust in him He wll
give themthe wi sdomtheir varied necessities demand. [Cf: The Revi ew
and Herald 07-15-15 para. 1] p. 60, Para. 3, [1915MS].

O the abundant provision nmade for every tenpted soul, the apostle
Paul bears el oquent testinmony. To himwas given the divine assurance,
"My grace is sufficient for thee: for nmy strength is nade perfect in
weakness." |In gratitude and confidence the tried servant of God
responded: "Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in ny
infirmties, that the power of Christ nay rest upon nme. Therefore
take pleasure in infirmties, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then
am| strong." 2 Cor. 12:9, 10. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-15-15
para. 2] p. 60, Para. 4, [1915M5]

We nust cherish and cultivate the faith of which prophets and apostles
have testified,--the faith that |lays hold on the prom ses of God, and
waits for deliverance in his appointed tinme and way. The sure word of
prophecy will neet its final fulfillnment in the glorious advent of our
Lord and Savi our Jesus Christ, as King of kings and Lord of lords. The
time of waiting nmay seemlong; the soul may be oppressed by
di scouragi ng circunstances; many in whom confidence has been placed may
fall by the way: but with the prophet who endeavored to encourage Judah
in a tinme of unparalleled apostasy, |let us confidently declare, "The
Lord is in his holy tenple: let all the earth keep silence before him"
Hab. 2:20. Let us ever hold in renmenbrance the cheering nessage, "The
vision is yet for an appointed tine, but at the end it shall speak, and
not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely cone, it
will not tarry. . . . The just shall live by his faith." Hab. 2:3, 4.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-15-15 para. 3] p. 60, Para. 5, [1915M5].

"O Lord, revive thy work in the mdst of the years, in the mdst of
the years make known; in wath renmenber nmercy. God cane from Teman, and
the Holy One from M. Paran. His glory covered the heavens, and the
earth was full of his praise. And his brightness was as the |ight; he
had bri ght beans out of his side: and there was the hiding of his
power. Before himwent the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at
his feet. He stood, and neasured the earth: he beheld, and drove
asunder the nations; and the everlasting nountains were scattered, the
perpetual hills did bow. his ways are everlasting." "Thou wentest forth
for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine

anointed." "Although the fig tree shall not blossom neither shal
fruit be in the vines; the | abor of the olive shall fail, and the
fields shall yield no neat; the flock shall be cut off fromthe fold,
and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet | will rejoice in the
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God is ny

strength."” Hab. 3:2-6, 13, 17-19, margin. [Cf: The Review and Heral d
07-15-15 para. 4] p. 61, Para. 1, [1915M5].



Habakkuk was not the only one through whom was given a nessage of

bri ght hope and of future triunph as well as of present judgnent.
During the reign of Josiah the word of the Lord came to Zephani ah
specifying plainly the results of continued apostasy, and calling the
attention of the true church to the glorious prospect beyond. His
propheci es of inpending judgnent upon Judah apply with equal force to
the judgnents that are to fall upon an inpenitent world at the tine of
the second advent of Christ:-- [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-15-15
para. 5] p. 61, Para. 2, [1915M5].

"The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly,
even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there
bitterly. That day is a day of wath, a day of trouble and distress, a
day of wasteness and desol ation, a day of darkness and gl oon ness, a
day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trunpet and al arm
agai nst the fenced cities, and against the high towers." Zeph. 1:14-16.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-15-15 para. 6] p. 61, Para. 3, [1915M5]

"I will bring distress upon nen, that they shall walk like blind nmen,
because they have sinned against the Lord: and their blood shall be
poured out as dust. . . . Neither their silver nor their gold shall be

able to deliver themin the day of the Lord's wath; but the whole I and
shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall nake even a
speedy riddance of all themthat dwell in the land." Zeph. 1:17, 18.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-15-15 para. 7] p. 61, Para. 4, [1915M5]

"Gat her yoursel ves together, yea, gather together, O nation not
desired; before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the
chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord cone upon you, before the
day of the Lord's anger cone upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all ye neek of
the earth, which have wought his judgnent; seek righteousness, seek
neekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger."
Zeph. 2:13. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-15-15 para. 8] p. 62, Para.
1, [1915Mm8].

"Behold, at that time | will deal with all themthat afflict thee: and
I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven away; and
I will nmake them a praise and a nanme, whose shame hath been in all the
earth. At that tine will | bring you in, and at that time will | gather
you: for I will make you a name and a praise anong all the peopl es of
the earth, when | bring again your captivity before your eyes, saith
the Lord." Zeph. 3:19, 20, R V. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-15-15
para. 9] p. 62, Para. 2, [1915M5]

"Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O lsrael; be glad and rejoice with
all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem The Lord hath taken away thy
judgments, he hath cast out thine eneny: the king of Israel, even the
Lord, is in the mdst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any nore. In
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let
not thine hands be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is
m ghty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest
in his love, he will joy over thee with singing." Zeph. 3:14-17. Ms.
E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-15-15 para. 10] p. 62,
Para. 3, [1915M5].

The silent yet powerful influence set in operation by the nessages of
the prophets regarding the Babyl onian captivity, did much to prepare



the way for a reformation that took place in the eighteenth year of
Josi ah's reign. This reform nmovenent, by which threatened judgnments
were averted for a season, was brought about in a wholly unexpected
manner through the discovery and study of a portion of Holy Scripture
that for many years had been strangely misplaced and [Cf: The Review
and Herald 07-22-15 para. 1] p. 62, Para. 4, [1915Ms5].

Nearly a century before, during the first Passover cel ebrated by
Hezeki ah, provision had been made for the daily public reading of the
book of the law to the people by teaching priests. It was the
observance of the statutes recorded by Moses--especially those given in
the book of the covenant, which forns a part of Deuteronony--that had
made the reign of Hezekiah so prosperous. But Manasseh had dared to set
asi de these statutes; and during his reign the tenple copy of the book
of the law, through carel ess neglect, had beconme |ost. Thus for many
years the people generally were deprived of its instruction. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-22-15 para. 2] p. 62, Para. 5, [1915M5]

The | ong-1ost manuscript was found in the tenple by Hilkiah, the high
priest, while the building was undergoi ng extensive repairs in harnony
with King Josiah's plan for the preservation of the sacred structure.
The high priest handed the precious volunme to Shaphan, a | earned
scribe, who read it, and then took it to the king with the story of its
di scovery. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15 para. 3] p. 63, Para.

1, [1915M8].

Josi ah was deeply stirred as he heard read for the first tinme the
exhortations and warnings recorded in this ancient manuscript. Never
before had he realized so fully the plainness with which God had set
before Israel "life and death, blessing and cursing” (Deut. 30:19); and
how repeatedly they had been urged to choose the way of life, that they
m ght beconme a praise in the earth, a blessing to all nations. "Be
strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid," Israel had been
exhorted through Moses; "for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go
with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." Deut. 31:6. [Cf
The Revi ew and Herald 07-22-15 para. 4] p. 63, Para. 2, [1915Ms].

The book abounded in assurances of God's willingness to save to the
utternost those who should place their trust fully in him As he had
wrought in their deliverance from Egypti an bondage, so woul d he work
mghtily in establishing themin the Land of Pronise, and in placing
them at the head of the nations of earth. To Israel of old had been
gi ven the assurance: "There is none like unto God, . . . who rideth
upon the heaven for thy help, and in his excellency on the skies. The
eternal God is thy dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting
arns." Deut. 33:26, 27, R V. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15 para.
5] p. 63, Para. 3, [1915MsS].

The encouragenents offered as the reward of obedi ence were acconpani ed
by propheci es of judgnents agai nst the disobedient; and as the king
heard the inspired words, he recognized in the picture set before him
conditions that were similar to those actually existing in his kingdom
In connection with these prophetic portrayals of departure from God, he
was startled to find plain statenents to the effect that the day of
calamity would follow swiftly, and that there would be no renedy. The
| anguage was plain; there could be no mistaking the nmeani ng of the
words. And at the close of the volume, in a summary of God's dealings



with Israel and a rehearsal of the events of the future, these matters
were made doubly plain. In the hearing of all Israel, Mses had
declared:-- [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15 para. 6] p. 63, Para.
4, [1915M5].

"G ve ear, Oye heavens, and | will speak: and hear, O earth, the
words of my nouth. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, ny speech shal
distill as the dew, as the snmall rain upon the tender herb, and as the
showers upon the grass: because | will publish the name of the Lord:

ascri be ye greatness unto our God. He is the Rock, his work is perfect:
for all his ways are judgnment: a God of truth and wi thout iniquity,
just and right is he. . . . [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15 para

71 p. 63, Para. 5, [1915M5]

"Remenber the days of old, consider the years of nmany generations: ask
thy father, and he will show thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee.
When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he
separated the sons of Adam he set the bounds of the people according
to the nunber of the children of Israel. For the Lord's portion is his
peopl e: Jacob is the ot of his inheritance. He found himin a desert
land, and in the waste how ing wilderness; he |ed himabout, he
instructed him he kept himas the apple of his eye.” [Cf: The Review
and Herald 07-22-15 para. 8] p. 63, Para. 6, [1915Ms5].

But Israel "forsook God which made him and lightly esteened the Rock
of his salvation. They provoked himto jeal ousy with strange gods, with
abom nations provoked they himto anger. They sacrificed unto devils,
not to God; to gods whomthey knew not, to new gods that cane newy up
whom your fathers feared not. OF the Rock that begat thee thou art
unm ndful, and hast forgotten the God that formed thee. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 07-22-15 para. 9] p. 64, Para. 1, [1915M9]

"And when the Lord saw it, he abhorred them because of the provoking
of his sons, and of his daughters. And he said, | will hide ny face
fromthem | will see what their end shall be: for they are a very
forward generation, children in whomis no faith. They have noved ne to
jealousy with that which is not God; they have provoked me to anger
with their vanities: and I will nove themto jealousy with those which
are not a people; | will provoke themto anger with a foolish nation.

. . [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15 para. 10] p. 64, Para. 2,
[ 1915Ms] .

"I will heap m schiefs upon them | wll spend mne arrows upon them
They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and
with bitter destruction: . . . for they are a nation void of counsel

neither is there any understanding in them O that they were w se, that
t hey understood this, that they would consider their latter end! How
shoul d one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except
their Rock had sold them and the Lord had shut them up? For their rock
is not as our Rock, even our enem es thensel ves being judges.

[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15 para. 11] p. 64, Para. 3,

[ 1915Ms] .

"I's not this laid up in store with nme, and seal ed up anong ny
treasures? To ne bel ongeth vengeance, and reconpense; their foot shal
slide in due tinme: for the day of their calamty is at hand, and the
t hi ngs that shall come upon them make haste.” Deut. 32:1-10, 15-35.



[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15 para. 12] p. 64, Para. 4,
[1915Ms] .

These and sim | ar passages revealed to Josiah God's |love for his
peopl e, and his abhorrence of sin. As the king read the prophecies of
swi ft judgnent upon those who should persist in rebellion, he trenbled
for the future. The perversity of Judah had been great; what was to be
the outcome of their continued apostasy? [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-
22-15 para. 13] p. 64, Para. 5, [1915M5].

In fornmer years the king had not been indifferent to the prevailing
idolatry. "In the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young," he
had consecrated hinself fully to the service of God. Four years |ater
at the age of twenty, he had nade an earnest effort to renove
tenptation fromhis subjects by purging "Judah and Jerusal em fromthe
hi gh places, and the groves, and the carved inmages, and the nolten
i mges. They brake down the altars of Baalimin his presence; and the
i mmges, that were on high above them he cut down; and the groves, and
the carved i mages, and the nolten i nages, he brake in pieces, and nade
dust of them and strowed it upon the graves of themthat had
sacrificed unto them And he burnt the bones of the priests upon their
altars, and cl eansed Judah and Jerusalem ™ 2 Chron. 34:3-5. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-22-15 para. 14] p. 64, Para. 6, [1915M5].

Not content with doing thorough work in the I and of Judah, the
yout hful ruler had extended his efforts to the portions of Palestine
formerly occupied by the ten tribes of Israel, only a feeble remant of
whi ch now remai ned. "So did he," the record reads, "in the cities of
Manasseh, and Ephraim and Sinmeon, even unto Naphtali." Not until he
had traversed the | ength and breadth of this region of ruined hones,
and "had broken down the altars and the groves, and had beaten the
graven images into powder, and cut down all the idols throughout al
the land of Israel" (2 Chron. 34:6, 7), did he return to Jerusal em
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15 para. 15] p. 65, Para. 1,

[ 1915Ms] .

Thus Josi ah, from his earliest nmanhood, had endeavored to take

advant age of his position as king to exalt the principles of God's holy
l aw. And now, while Shaphan the scribe was reading to himout of the
book of the law, the king discerned in this volume a treasure of

know edge, a powerful ally, in the work of reformhe so nmuch desired to
see wought in the land. He resolved to walk in the light of its
counsels, and also to do all in his power to acquaint his people with
its teachings, and to lead them if possible, to cultivate reverence
and love for the | aw of heaven. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-22-15
para. 16] p. 65, Para. 2, [1915M9].

But was it possible to bring about the needed reforn? Fromall that he
could learn fromthe readi ng of the volunme before him Israel had
al nost reached the limt of divine forbearance; soon God would arise to
puni sh those who had brought di shonor upon his name. Already the anger
of the Lord was kindl ed agai nst the people. Overwhel med with sorrow and
di smay, Josiah rent his garnments, and bowed before God in agony of
Spirit, seeking pardon for the sins of an inpenitent nation. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-22-15 para. 17] p. 65, Para. 3, [1915Ms].

At that tinme the prophetess Hul dah was living in Jerusalem near the



tenple. The mind of the king, filled with anxious foreboding, reverted
to her; and he determined to inquire of the Lord through this chosen
messenger, to learn, if possible, whether by any neans within his power
he m ght save erring Judah, now on the verge of ruin. [Cf: The Review
and Herald 07-22-15 para. 18] p. 65, Para. 4, [1915M5].

The gravity of the situation, and the respect in which he held the
prophetess, led himto choose as his nessengers to her, the first nen
of the kingdom "Go ye," he bade them "inquire of the Lord for ne, and
for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book
that is found: for great is the wath of the Lord that is kindled
agai nst us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of
this book, to do according unto all that which is witten concerning
us." 2 Kings 22:13. (To be concluded.) Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-22-15 para. 19] p. 65, Para. 5, [1915M5]

Through Hul dah the Lord sent Josiah word that Jerusalem s ruin could
not be averted. Even should the people now hunbl e thensel ves before
God, they could not escape their punishnent. So |ong had their senses
been deadened by wrongdoing, that if judgnment should not cone upon
them they would soon return to the same sinful course. "Tell the man
that sent you to ne," the prophetess declared, "Thus saith the Lord,
Behold, | will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants
t hereof, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah hath
read: because they have forsaken ne, and have burned incense unto other
gods, that they m ght provoke ne to anger with all the works of their
hands; therefore ny wath shall be kindled against this place, and
shal | not be quenched." 2 Kings 22:15-17. [Cf: The Review and Herald
07-29-15 para. 1] p. 66, Para. 1, [1915M5].

But because the king had hunbled his heart before God, the Lord woul d
acknow edge his pronptness in seeking forgiveness and nercy. To himwas
sent the nessage: "Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast
hunbl ed thysel f before the Lord, when thou heardest what | spake
agai nst this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they
shoul d becone a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and

wept before ne; | also have heard thee, saith the Lord. Behold
therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, . . . and thine eyes
shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon this place.” Verses

18-20. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-15 para. 2] p. 66, Para. 2,
[ 1915Ms] .

The king nmust |eave with God the events of the future; he could not
alter the eternal decrees of Jehovah. But in announcing the retributive
judgments of Heaven, the Lord had not wi thdrawn opportunity for
repentance and reformation; and Josiah, discerning in this a
wi | lingness on the part of God to tenper his judgnments with nercy,
determined to do all in his power to bring about decided reforns. He
arranged at once for a great convocation, to which were invited the
el ders and magi strates in Jerusal em and Judah, together with the common
people. These, with the priests and Levites, nmet the king in the court
of the tenple. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-15 para. 3] p. 66,
Para. 3, [1915M5].

To this vast assenbly the king hinself read "all the words of the book
of the covenant which was found in the house of the Lord." 2 Kings
23:2. The royal reader was deeply affected, and he delivered his



nessage with the pathos of a broken heart. Hi s hearers were profoundly
noved. The intensity of feeling revealed in the countenance of the
king, the solemity of the nmessage itself, the warning of judgnments

i npendi ng, --all these had their effect, and many determined to join
with the king in seeking forgiveness. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-
15 para. 4 p. 66, Para. 4, [1915Ms].

Josi ah now proposed that those highest in authority unite with the
people in solemly covenanting before God to cooperate with one another
in an effort to institute decided changes. "The king stood by a pillar
and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to
keep his commandnments and his testinmonies and his statutes with al
their heart and all their soul, to performthe words of this covenant
that were witten in this book." The response was nore hearty than the
ki ng had dared hope for: "All the people stood to the covenant." 2
Kings 23:3. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-15 para. 5] p. 66, Para.
5, [1915M8].

In the reformation that followed, the king again turned his attention
to the destruction of every vestige of idolatry that renmained. So |ong
had the inhabitants of the land followed the customs of the surrounding
nations in bowing down to i mages of wood and stone, that it seened
al nost beyond the power of nman to renobve every trace of these evils.

But Josi ah persevered in his effort to cleanse the land. Sternly he net
idolatry by slaying "all the priests of the high places;" "noreover the
workers with famliar spirits, and the w zards, and the inmages, and the
idols, and all the abom nations that were spied in the |and of Judah
and in Jerusalem did Josiah put away, that he night performthe words
of the law which were witten in the book that Hilkiah the priest found
in the house of the Lord." 2 Kings 23:20, 24. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Heral d 07-29-15 para. 6] p. 67, Para. 1, [1915Mg5]

In the days of the rending of the kingdom centuries before, when
Jer oboam t he son of Nebat, in bold defiance of the God whom I srael had
served, was endeavoring to turn the hearts of the people away fromthe
services of the tenple in Jerusalemto new fornms of worship, he had set
up an unconsecrated altar at Bethel. During the dedication of this
altar, where many in years to cone were to be seduced into idol atrous
practices, there had suddenly appeared a man of God from Judea, with
wor ds of condemmation for the sacril egi ous proceedi ngs. He had "cried
against the altar," declaring:-- [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-15
para. 7] p. 67, Para. 2, [1915M5]

"Oaltar, altar, thus saith the Lord: Behold, a child shall be born
unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer
the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and nen's
bones shall be burned upon thee."” 1 Kings 13:2. This announcenment had
been acconpani ed by a sign that the word spoken was of the Lord. [Cf
The Review and Herald 07-29-15 para. 8] p. 67, Para. 3, [1915M5]

Three centuries had passed. During the reformati on wought by Josiah
the king found hinself in Bethel, where stood this ancient altar. The
prophecy uttered so many years before in the presence of Jeroboam was
nowto be literally fulfilled. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-15
para. 9] p. 67, Para. 4, [1915M5].

"The altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboamthe



son of Nebat, who nade Israel to sin, had nmade, both that altar and the
hi gh pl ace he brake down, and burned the high place, and stanped it
small to powder, and burned the grove. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-
29-15 para. 10] p. 67, Para. 5, [1915M5]

"And as Josiah turned hinself, he spied the sepulchers that were there
in the nount, and sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchers, and
burned them upon the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of
the Lord which the man of God proclai ned, who proclai med these words.
[Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-15 para. 11] p. 67, Para. 6,

[ 1915MS] .

"Then he said, What title is that that | see? And the nmen of the city
told him It is the sepulcher of the man of God, which came from Judah,
and proclained these things that thou hast done against the altar of
Bethel . And he said, Let himalone; |let no man nove his bones. So they
I et his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that canme out of
Samaria." 2 Kings 23:15-18. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-15 para.
12] p. 68, Para. 1, [1915MsS].

On the southern slopes of Aivet, opposite the beautiful temple of
Jehovah on M. Moriah, were the shrines and i mages that had been pl aced
there by Sol onon to please his idolatrous wives. See 1 Kings 11:6-8.

For upward of three centuries the great, m sshapen i nages had stood on
the "Mount of Offense," nute witnesses to the apostasy of Israel's

wi sest king. These, too, were renoved and destroyed by Josiah. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-29-15 para. 13] p. 68, Para. 2, [1915Ms].

The king sought further to establish the faith of Judah in the CGod of
their fathers by holding a great Passover feast, in harnony with the
provi sions made in the book of the law. Preparation was by those having
the sacred services in charge, and on the great day of the feast,
of ferings were freely made. "There was not hol den such a Passover from
the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of the
ki ngs of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah." 2 Kings 23:22. But the
zeal of Josiah, acceptable though it was to God, could not atone for
the sins of past generations; nor could the piety displayed by the
king's foll owers effect a change of heart in many who stubbornly
refused to turn fromidolatry to the worship of the true God. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 07-29-15 para. 14] p. 68, Para. 3, [1915M5]

For nore than a decade followi ng the celebration of the Passover,
Josi ah continued to reign. At the age of thirty-nine he net death in
battle with the forces of Egypt, "and was buried in one of the
sepul chers of his fathers." "Al'l Judah and Jerusal em nmourned for
Josi ah. And Jerem ah | amented for Josiah: and all the singing men and
t he singing wonen spake of Josiah in their |anmentations to this day,
and made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are witten in
the lanmentations.” 2 Chron. 35:24-27. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-
15 para. 15] p. 68, Para. 4, [1915M5].

Li ke unto Josiah "was there no king before him that turned to the
Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his night,
according to all the |aw of Mses; neither after him arose there any
like him Notw thstanding the Lord turned not fromthe fierceness of
his great wath, . . . because of all the provocations that Manasseh
had provoked himwi thal." 2 Kings 23:25,26. The time was rapidly



approachi ng when Jerusalemwas to be utterly destroyed, and the

i nhabitants of the land carried captive to Babylon, there to |learn the
| essons they had refused to | earn under circunstances nore favorable.
Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The Review and Herald 07-29-15 para. 16] p. 68,
Para. 5, [1915M5].

Sel ections fromthe Witings of Ms. E. G Wite.--"The condition of
eternal life is now just what it always has been,--just what it was in
Par adi se before the fall of our first parents,--perfect obedience to
the | aw of God, perfect righteousness. If eternal life were granted on
any condition short of this, then the happi ness of the whol e universe
woul d be inperiled. The way would be open for sin, with all its train
of woe and m sery, to be imortalized. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-
11-15 para. 1] p. 69, Para. 1, [1915M5].

"It was possible for Adam before the fall, to forma righteous
character by obedience to God's law. But he failed to do this, and
because of his sin our natures are fallen, and we cannot nake oursel ves
ri ghteous. Since we are sinful, unholy, we cannot perfectly obey a holy
| aw. We have no righteousness of our own with which to neet the clains
of the law of God. But Christ has made a way of escape for us. He |ived
on earth amd trials and tenptati ons such as we have to neet. He |ived
a sinless life. He died for us, and now he offers to take our sins and
give us his righteousness. |If you give yourself to him and accept him
as your Saviour, then, sinful as your |life may have been, for his sake
you are accounted righteous. Christ's character stands in place of your
character, and you are accepted before God just as if you had not
sinned. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para. 2] p. 69, Para. 2,
[1915MS] .

"More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides in your heart by
faith. You are to maintain this connection with Christ by faith and the

continual surrender of your will to him and so long as you do this, he
will work in you to will and to do according to his good pleasure. So
you nmay say, 'The life which | nowlive in the flesh | live by the
faith of the Son of God, who |oved ne, and gave hinmself for ne.' So
Jesus said to his disciples, "It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit
of your Father which speaketh in you.' Then with Christ working in you,
you will manifest the sanme spirit and do the same works, --works of

ri ght eousness, obedience."-- "Steps to Christ," pages 67, 68. [Cf: The

Revi ew and Herald 11-11-15 para. 3] p. 69, Para. 3, [1915M5].

"The faith essential for salvation is not nere nomnal faith, but an

abiding principle, deriving vital power fromChrist. It will |lead the
soul to feel the love of Christ to such a degree that the character
will be refined, purified, ennobled. This faith in Christ is not nerely
an inmpul se, but a power that works by love and purifies the soul. It

acconpl i shes somet hi ng, bringing the soul under discipline, elevating
it fromdefilenment, and bringing it into connection with Christ, till
it appropriates his virtue to the soul's need. This is saving faith."--
Revi ew and Herald Aug. 18, 1891. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15
para. 4] p. 69, Para. 4, [1915M5]

"Where there is not only a belief in God's word, but a subm ssion of
the will to him where the heart is yielded to him the affections
fixed upon him there is faith,--faith that works by | ove, and purifies
the soul. Through this faith the heart is renewed in the inmage of Cod.



And the heart that in its unrenewed state is not subject to the |aw of
God, neither indeed can be, now delights in its holy precepts,
exclaimng with the psalmst, 'O howlove |l thy lawm it is ny
meditation all the day.' And the righteousness of the lawis fulfilled
in us, '"who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."'"-- "Steps
to Christ," pages 68, 69. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para. 5]

p. 69, Para. 5, [1915M5].

“"Many hold faith as an opinion. Saving faith is a transaction, by
whi ch those who receive Christ join thenmselves in covenant relation
with God. Aliving faith neans an increase of vigor, a confiding trust,
by whi ch, through the grace of Christ, the soul beconmes a conquering
power."-- "The Mnistry of Healing," page 62. [Cf: The Revi ew and
Herald 11-11-15 para. 6] p. 70, Para. 1, [1915M5].

"How often those who trusted the word of God, though in thensel ves
utterly hel pl ess, have wi thstood the power of the whole world,--Enoch
pure in heart, holy in life, holding fast his faith in the triunph of
ri ght eousness agai nst a corrupt and scoffing generation; Noah and his
househol d agai nst the nen of his tinme, nen of the greatest physical and
mental strength and the nost debased in norals; the children of Israe
at the Red Sea, a helpless, terrified nultitude of slaves, against the
m ghtiest arnmy of the mghtiest nation on the globe; David, a shepherd
| ad, having God's pronise of the throne, against Saul, the established
nonar ch, bent on holding fast his power; Shadrach and his conpanions in
the fire, and Nebuchadnezzar on the throne; Daniel anpbng the lions, his
enem es in the high places of the kingdom Jesus on the cross, and the
Jewi sh priests and rulers forcing even the Roman governor to work their
will; Paul in chains led to a crimnal's death, Nero the despot of a
world enpire. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para. 7] p. 70,

Para. 2, [1915Mg]

"Such exanples are not found in the Bible only. They abound in every
record of human progress. The Vaudois and the Huguenots. Wclif and
Huss, Jeronme and Luther, Tyndal e and Knox, Zinzendorf and Wesley, with
nmul titudes of others, have witnessed to the power of God's word agai nst
human power and policy in support of evil. These are the world's true
nobility. This is its royal line. In this Iine the youth of youth of
today are called to take their places. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-
11-15 para. 8] p. 70, Para. 3, [1915M5]

"Faith is needed in the smaller no less than in the greater affairs of
life. In all our daily interests and occupations, the sustaining
strength of God becones real to us through an abiding trust. . . . [Cf
The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para. 9] p. 70, Para. 4, [1915Ms].

"As a shield fromtenptation and an inspiration to purity and truth,
no ot her influence can equal the sense of God's presence. 'All things
are naked and opened unto the eyes of himw th whom we have to do.' He
is 'of purer eyes than to behold evil,' and cannot | ook on iniquity.
Thi s thought was Joseph's shield am dst the corruptions of Egypt. To
the allurenents of tenptation his answer was steadfast: 'How can | do
this great w ckedness, and sin against God?'" Such a shield, faith, if
cherished, will bring to every soul. . . . [Cf: The Review and Herald
11-11-15 para. 10] p. 70, Para. 5, [1915MS].

"Through faith in Christ, every deficiency of character may be



suppl i ed, every defilenent cleansed, every fault corrected, every
excel | ence developed. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para. 11] p
71, Para. 1, [1915M5].

"‘Ye are conplete in him"' [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para.
12] p. 71, Para. 2, [1915M5].

"Prayer and faith are closely allied, and they need to be studied
together. In the prayer of faith there is a divine science; it is a
sci ence that every one who would nake his life work a success nust
understand. Christ says, 'Wiat things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them and ye shall have them' He makes it

pl ai n that our asking nmust be according to God's will; we nust ask for
the things that he has prom sed, and whatever we receive nust be used
in doing his will. The conditions net, the prom se is unequivocal. [Cf

The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para. 13] p. 71, Para. 3, [1915M5]

"For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike tenper,
for wi sdom and strength to do his work, for any gift he has prom sed,
we may ask; then we are to believe that we receive, and return thanks
to God that we have received. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para.
14] p. 71, Para. 4, [1915MS]

"We need | ook for no outward evidence of the blessing. The gift is in
the promise, and we nmay go about our work assured that what God has
prom sed he is able to perform and that the gift, which we al ready
possess, will be realized when we need it nost."-- "Education," pages
254-258. [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para. 15] p. 71, Para. 5,
[ 1915MS] .

"We do not value the power and efficacy of prayer as we should. Prayer
and faith will do what no power on earth can acconplish. W are sel dom
in all respects, placed in the sane position twice. We continually have
new scenes and new trials to pass through, where past experience cannot
be a sufficient guide. . . . [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15 para
16] p. 71, Para. 6, [1915MS].

"The tenptations to which we are daily exposed nake prayer a
necessity. Dangers beset every path.” [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-
15 para. 17] p. 71, Para. 7, [1915M5]

"As workers for God, we nust reach nmen where they are, surrounded with
dar kness, sunken in vice, and stained with corruption. But while we
stay our minds upon himwho is our sun and our shield, the evil that
surrounds us will not bring one stain upon our garnents. As we work to
save the souls that are ready to perish, we shall not be put to shane
if we make God our trust. Christ in the heart, Christ in the life, this
is our safety. The atnosphere of his presence will fill the soul with
abhorrence of all that is evil. Qur spirit may be so identified with
his that in thought and aimwe shall be one with him" [Cf: The Review
and Herald 11-11-15 para. 18] p. 71, Para. 8, [1915M5]

"He whose trust is in God will with Paul be able to say, 'l can do al
thi ngs through Christ which strengtheneth nme.' Watever the m stakes or
failures of the past, we may, with the help of God, rise above them
Wth the apostle we nmay say:-- [Cf: The Review and Herald 11-11-15
para. 19] p. 71, Para. 9, [1915M5].



"'This one thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are before, | press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.'"-- "The
M nistry of Healing," pages 509, 511, 516. Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: The
Revi ew and Herald 11-11-15 para. 20] p. 72, Para. 1, [1915M5].

[During the | ast week nmother has been sitting up three or four hours
each day. The doctors say that she is holding up remarkably,
consi dering her age. [Cf: Atlantic Union d eaner 03-17-15 para. 01] p
72, Para. 2, [1915M5].

Last Wednesday (March 3) she said to Brother Crisler, "I need the
prayers of all God's people.” To her nurse she said, "Jesus is ny

bl essed Redeener, and | love himwith ny whole being." [Cf: Atlantic
Uni on d eaner 03-17-15 para. 02] p. 72, Para. 3, [1915M5]

Today, in talking with Brother Crisler, she said: "My courage is
grounded in nmy Saviour. | want that peace that abounds in Christ Jesus.
My work is nearly ended. Looking over the past, | do not feel the |east
mte of despondency or discouragenent. | feel so grateful that the Lord
has withheld ne from despair and di scouragenent, and that | can stil
hol d the banner. | amvery grateful that this is so. | know hi mwhom
| ove, and in whom ny soul trusteth." [Cf: Atlantic Union d eaner 03-17-
15 para. 03] p. 72, Para. 4, [1915M5]

Speaki ng of death, she said, "I feel, the sooner the better; all the
time that is how !l feel--the sooner the better. | have not a
di scour agi ng thought, nor sadness. | have hoped | should be able once

nore to speak to the people; but that is the Lord s business, not mne
I have light and faith and hope and courage and joy in the Lord, and
that is enough. The Lord understands what | can endure, and he has
given nme grace to bear up under the discouragenents that | have
sonetinmes had to bear, and | feel thankful for this. | have nothing of
which to conplain; | thank the Lord for all his goodness, all his
mercy, all his love." [Cf: Atlantic Union deaner 03-17-15 para. 04]

p. 72, Para. 5, [1915M5].

Poi nting to and handling some of her books, she continued: "I
appreci ate these books as | never did before. They are truth, and they
are righteousness, everlasting testinony that God is true. [Cf
Atlantic Union d eaner 03-17-15 para. 05] p. 72, Para. 6, [1915M5]

"Let the Lord take his way and do his work with nme, so that | am

refined and purified; and that is all | desire. I know ny work is done;
it is of no use to say anything else. | shall rejoice, when ny tine
cones, that | amperntted to lie down to rest in peace. | have no

desire that ny life shall be prolonged.” [Cf: Atlantic Union d eaner
03-17-15 para. 06] p. 72, Para. 7, [1915MS]

Foll owi ng a prayer by Brother Crisler, she prayed: "Heavenly Father,

come to thee, weak, |ike a broken reed, yet by the Holy Spirit's
vi ndi cati on of righteousness and truth that shall prevail. | thank
thee, Lord, | thank thee, and | will not draw away from anything that

t hou woul dst give ne to bear. Let thy light, let thy joy and grace, be
upon me in ny last hours, that | may glorify thee, is my great desire;
and this is all that | shall ask of thee. Anmen." [Cf: Atlantic Union



G eaner 03-17-15 para. 07] p. 72, Para. 8, [1915Ms].

Fol l owi ng the prayer: "I did not know how it would be in the |last, the
very last, on account of the affliction. But I find that I can | ean ny
whol e wei ght on the promi ses of God; and | do not at all doubt or
qguestion his wisdomin any way. He has provided for ne to be carried
through; and | shall rejoice just as long as | have tongue and voice."
W C. Wite. [Cf: Atlantic Union G eaner 03-17-15 para. 08] p. 73,
Para. 1, [1915M5].

[My last report regarding nmy Mother's experience was witten April 28.
After that she was very feeble for three days, at tines hardly able to
frame a conplete sentence. Then for four days she gained strength a
little each day for the five follow ng days seened al nbst as strong as
a nonth ago.] [Cf: North Pacific Union d eaner 05-13-15 para. 01] p.
73, Para. 2, [1915Ms].

[Last night she rested better than usual, but she | ooked very frail
this morning when lifted fromthe bed to her reclining chair in the bay
wi ndow.] [Cf: North Pacific Union d eaner 05-13-15 para. 02] p. 73,
Para. 3, [1915M5].

Tuesday afternoon Brother C. H Jones, of the Pacific Press, called to
see her. She was lying in the big bay w ndow. When Brother Jones asked
if shee knew him she said,] "I know you, and | amvery glad to see
you." After he had spoken of his interest and synpathy for her, and of
the prayers offered for her by friends in Muntain View, she said:-
[Cf: North Pacific Union G eaner 05-13-15 para. 03] p. 73, Para. 4,

[ 1915MS] .

"The Lord is our helper. He is our frontguard and our rearward. [Cf:
North Pacific Union d eaner 05-13-15 para. 04] p. 73, Para. 5,
[ 1915Ms] .

"I am so anxious that we shall be overconers. And we can be, with the
Lord's hel p. The Lord alone can be my helper. | want to do just that
which will bring the victory. [Cf: North Pacific Union d eaner 05-13-15
para. 05] p. 73, Para. 6, [1915MS].

"1 hope we shall neet in the kingdom of heaven. W want the overcomers
reward. | want to be an overconer, and nean to be. [Cf: North Pacific
Uni on d eaner 05-13-15 para. 06] p. 73, Para. 7, [1915Ms].

"After all that he has done, shall it be that Christ has died for us
in vain?" [Cf: North Pacific Union d eaner 05-13-15 para. 07] p. 73,
Para. 8, [1915M5].

[ Then, as Brother Jones bade her goodby, she said:] "I hope to neet
you in the kingdom of heaven.”™ [Cf: North Pacific Union G eaner 05-13-
15 para. 08] p. 73, Para. 9, [1915M5].

[ Yesterday, when | spoke to her of the sunshine and beautiful weather,
she said:] "If we can only keep our spirits beautiful, then we can be
all beautiful." [Cf: North Pacific Union d eaner 05-13-15 para. 09] p.
73, Para. 10, [1915M5].

W C. Wiite. [Cf: North Pacific Union G eaner 05-13-15 para. 10] p.



73, Para. 11, [1915Mg].

[We quote the following froma letter just received fromE d. W C
White in regard to his Mdther:] [Cf: North Pacific Union G eaner 06-03-
15 para. 01] p. 73, Para. 12, [1915M5].

["From Wednesday, May 12, she was stronger, and was able to eat better
than for several weeks. Thursday, May 20, she was not so well. Friday
she coul d not eat anything, and for a few days she grew weaker
rapidly.] [Cf: North Pacific Union G eaner 06-03-15 para. 02] p. 73,
Para. 13, [1915MsS].

[ " Tuesday norning, My 25, she was very weak, but her mind seened
clear, and when | asked if she was confortable, she said:] [Cf: North
Paci fic Union G eaner 06-03-15 para. 03] p. 74, Para. 1, [1915M5]

"1 amvery weak. | amsure this is ny last sickness. | amnot worried
at the thought of dying. | feel conforted all the tinme, that the Lord
is near me. | am not anxious. The preciousness of the Saviour has been

so plain to ne. He has been a Friend. He has kept ne in sickness and in
health. [Cf: North Pacific Union d eaner 06-03-15 para. 04] p. 74,
Para. 2, [1915Mg]

"1 do not worry about the work | have done. | have done the best |
could. I do not think that | shall be lingering long. | do not expect
much suffering. | amthankful that we have the conforts of life in tine
of sickness. Do not worry | go only a little before the others.'" [Cf

North Pacific Union d eaner 06-03-15 para. 05] p. 74, Para. 3,
[ 1915MS] .

"I amvery glad for all they are doing for the circulation of our
books. The publishing branch of our cause has nuch to do with our
power. | do desire that it shall acconplish all that the Lord designs
it should. If our booknmen do their part faithfully, | know, fromthe
light God has given nme, that the knowl edge of present truth will be
doubl ed and trebled. This is why | have been in so nuch of a hurry to
get nmy books out, so that they could be placed in the hands of the
people and read. And in the foreign | anguages the Lord designs that the
circulation of our books should be greatly increased. Thus we shall be
pl aci ng the cause of present truth on vantage ground. But |et us
remenber in all our endeavors we nust seek daily power and individua
Christian experience. Only as we keep in close touch with the source of
our strength shall we be enabled to advance rapidly and al ong even
lines." [Cf: Pacific Union Recorder 04-01-15 para. 03] p. 74, Para. 4,
[1915Ms] .

A Message for Qur Young People.--Wdnesday norning, March 3, 1915.
[ Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ection p. 453 para. 04] p. 74, Para. 5,
[ 1915M8] .

There are books that are of vital inportance that are not |ooked at by
our young people. They are negl ected because they are not so
interesting to them as sonme |ighter reading. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan
Col l ection p. 453 para. 05] p. 74, Para. 6, [1915M5].

We shoul d advi se the young to take hold of such reading natter as
recommends itself for the upbuilding of Christian character. [Cf



Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 453 para. 06] p. 74, Para. 7, [1915Ms].

The nost essential points of our faith should be stanped upon the
menory of the young. They have had a glinpse of these truths, but not
such an acquai ntance as would |l ead themto | ook upon their study with
favor. Qur youth should read that which will have a healthful
sanctifying effect upon the mind. This they need in order to be able to
di scern what is true religion. There is much good reading that is not
sanctifying. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 454 para. 01] p. 74,
Para. 8, [1915M5].

Now is our tinme and opportunity to |labor for the young people. Tel
themthat we are nowin a perilous crises, and we want to know how to
di scern true godliness. Qur young people need to be hel ped, uplifted,
and encouraged, but in the right manner; not, perhaps, as they would
desire it, but in a way that will help themto have sanctified nm nds
They need good, sanctifying religion nore than anything else. [Cf
Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 454 para. 02] p. 74, Para. 9, [1915Ms].

I do not expect to live long. My work is nearly done. Tell our young
people that I want ny words to encourage themin that manner of life
that will be nost attractive to the heavenly intelligences, and that
their influence upon others may be nost ennobling. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan
Col l ection p. 454 para. 03] p. 75, Para. 1, [1915M5]

In the night season | was selecting and | ayi ng asi de books that are of
no advantage to the young. We should select for them books that will
encourage themto sincerity of life, and |l ead themto the opening of
the Word. This has been presented to ne in the past, and | thought I
woul d get it before you and nmake it secure. W can not afford to give
to young peopl e val uel ess readi ng. Books that are a blessing to m nd
and soul are needed. These things are too lightly regarded; therefore
our people should becone acquainted with what | am saying. [Cf
Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 454 para. 04] p. 75, Para. 2, [1915MS]

I do not think I shall have nore Testinonies for our people. Qur nen
of solid mnds know what is good for the uplifting and upbuil ding of
the work. But with the love of God in their hearts, they need to go

deeper and deeper into the study of the things of God. | amvery
anxi ous that our young people shall have the proper class of reading;
then the old people will get it also. W nust keep our eyes on the

religious attraction of the truth. W are to keep mnd and brain open
to the truths of God's Wrd. Satan cones when men are unaware. W are
not to be satisfied because the nessage of warning has been once
presented. W nust present it again and again. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan
Col l ection p. 454 para. 05] p. 75, Para. 3, [1915M5].

We coul d begin a course of reading so intensely interesting that it
woul d attract and influence many minds. If | am spared for further

| abor, | should gladly help to prepare books for the young. [Cf
Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 454 para. 06] p. 75, Para. 4, [1915M5]

There is a work to be done for the young by which their mnds will be
i mpressed and nol ded by the sanctifying truth of God. It is my sincere
wi sh for our young people that they find the true neani ng of
justification by faith, and the perfection of character that wll
prepare them for eternal life. | do not expect to Ilive |long, and



| eave this nessage for the young, that the aimwhich they nmake shal
not mscarry. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 454 para. 07] p. 75,
Para. 5, [1915M5].

| exhort nmy brethren to encourage the young ever to keep the
preci ousness and grace of God highly exalted. Work and pray constantly
for a sense of the preciousness of true religion. Bring in the
bl essedness and the attractiveness of holiness and the grace of Cod.
have felt a burden regarding this because | know [ Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan
Col l ection p. 455 para. 01] p. 75, Para. 6, [1915M5].

I have no assurance that my life will last long, but | feel that I am
accepted of the Lord. He knows how nuch | have suffered as | have
wi t nessed the | ow standards of |iving adopted by so-called Christians.
| have felt that it was inperative that the truth should be seen in ny
life, and that ny testinony should go to the people. | want that you
should do all you can to have my writings placed in the hands of the
people in foreign lands. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ection p. 455 para.
02] p. 75, Para. 7, [1915M5].

Tell the young that they have had many spiritual advantages. God wants
themto nake earnest efforts to get the truth before the people. I am

i mpressed that it is ny special duty to say these things. Ellen G
White. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 455 para. 03] p. 76, Para.

1, [1915M8].

"I Know My Work is Done."--(A Circular Letter fromW C. Wite.)--
"El nshaven:, Sanitarium Cal., March 7, 1915.--Dear Friend:--During the
| ast week Mother has been sitting up three or four hours each day. The
doctors say that she is holding up renarkably, considering her age.
[ Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 455 para. 04] p. 76, Para. 2,
[ 1915Ms] .

Last Wednesday she said to Brother Crisler, "I need the prayers of al
God' s people." To her nurse she said, "Jesus is ny blessed Redeener,
and | love himwith ny whole being." [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p.
455 para. 05] p. 76, Para. 3, [1915M5].

Today in talking with Brother Crisler, she said, "My courage is
grounded in nmy Saviour. | want that peace that abounds in Christ Jesus.
My work is nearly ended. Looking over the past, | do not feel the |east
mte of despondency or discouragenent. | feel so grateful that the Lord
has withheld ne from despair or discouragenent, and that | can stil
hol d the banner. | amvery grateful that this is so. | know H m whom
| ove, and in whom ny soul trusteth." [Cf: Spaul di ng-Magan Col |l ection p
455 para. 06] p. 76, Para. 4, [1915M5].

Speaki ng of death, she said, "I feel the sooner the better; all the
time that is how !l feel,--the sooner the better. | have not a
di scouragi ng thought, nor sadness. | have hoped that | should be able

once nore to speak to the people; but that is the Lord's business, not
m ne." [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 455 para. 07] p. 76, Para.
5, [1915Mms8].

"I have light and faith and hope and courage and joy in the Lord, and
that is enough. The Lord understands what | can endure, and he has
given nme grace to bear up under the discouragenents that | have



sometines had to bear, and | feel thankful for this. [Cf: Spaul di ng-
Magan Col | ection p. 455 para. 08] p. 76, Para. 6, [1915MS].

"1 have nothing to conplain of: | thank the Lord for all his goodness,
all his nmercy, all his love." [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ection p. 456
para. 01] p. 76, Para. 7, [1915Ms].

Poi nting to and handling some of her books, she continued: "I
appreci ate these books as | never did before. | appreciate them They
are truth, and they are righteousness, and they are an everl asting
testimony that God is true. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ection p. 456
para. 02] p. 76, Para. 8, [1915MS].

"I have nothing to conplain of. Let the Lord take his way and do his
work with me, so that | amrefined and purified; and that is all |

desire. | know my work is done; it is of no use to say anything else. |
shall rejoice when nmy tinme cones, that | ampernmtted to lie down to
rest in peace. | have no desire that ny life shall be prolonged." [Cf

Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 456 para. 03] p. 76, Para. 9, [1915MS].

Fol l owi ng a prayer by Brother Crisler, she prayed: "Heavenly Father,

conme to Thee, weak, |ike a broken reed, yet by the Holy Spirit's
vi ndi cati on of righteousness and truth that shall prevail. | thank
Thee, Lord, | thank Thee, and | will not draw away from anything that

shall prevail. Let thy light, let thy joy and peace, be upon nme in ny

| ast hours, that | nmay glorify Thee, is ny greatest desire; and this is
all that | shall ask of Thee. Amen." [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ection p
456 para. 04] p. 77, Para. 1, [1915M5].

Foll owi ng the prayer: "I did not know how it would be in the |last, the
very last, on account of the affliction. But I find that I can | ean ny
whol e wei ght on the promi ses of God; and | do not at all doubt or
qguestion his wisdomin any way. He has provided for ne to be carried
through; and | will rejoice just as long as | have tongue and voice."

[ Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 456 para. 05] p. 77, Para. 2,
[1915Ms] .

"I Go Only a Little Before the Others."--(Review & Herald, June 17,
1915) - - Under date of May 27. Elder W C. White wites as follows:--
[ Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 456 para. 06] p. 77, Para. 3,

[ 1915Ms] .

Tuesday norning, May 25, she was very weak, but her m nd seened clear
and when | asked if she was confortable, she said:-- [Cf: Spaul ding-
Magan Col | ection p. 456 para. 07] p. 77, Para. 4, [1915M5].

"I amvery weak. | amsure that this is my |ast sickness. | am not
worried at the thought of dying. | feel conforted all the time, the
Lord is so near ne. | am not anxious. The preci ousness of the Saviour

has been so plain to ne. He has been a Friend. He has kept ne in
si ckness and in health. [Cf: Spaul di ng-Magan Col |l ection p. 456 para.
08] p. 77, Para. 5, [1915M5]

"I do not worry about the work | have done. | have done the best |
could. | do not think I shall be lingering long. | do not expect mnuch
suffering. I amthankful that we have the conforts of life in time of

sickness. Do not worry. | go only a little before the others.” [Cf



Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 456 para. 09] p. 77, Para. 6, [1915MS].

"Unto Himbe Gory."--WC.C.--(Review & Herald, July 1, 1915.)--At
three o' clock Sabbath afternoon, My 29, 1915, Elder G B. Starr
visited Sister Wite. Elder Starr found her in her reclining chair, in
the bay wi ndow of her room | ooking out upon the trees and hills about
her place. He remarked how glad he was to find her am d such pl easant
surroundi ngs, and stated that she | ooked nuch better than when he saw
her the Tuesday before. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ecti on p. 457 para.
01] p. 77, Para. 7, [1915M5].

She replied that she was grateful for her pleasant surroundings, and
that they had nmuch inproved in the years since she first cane here.

[ Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 457 para. 02] p. 77, Para. 8,

[ 1915Ms] .

Sister White then said: "I am pained at the lightness and frivolity
that has conme in. It seens to be everywhere. W nust seek greater
solemity as a people, before we shall see the power of God manifested
as it should be." This she repeated two or three tines, alnost word for
word, and she seened to be greatly pained over the matter. [Cf
Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 457 para. 03] p. 77, Para. 9, [1915M9]

She continued: "O, how much we need nore of the Holy Spirit! There is
a great work to be done, and how are we ever to acconplish it?" [Cf
Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 457 para. 04] p. 78, Para. 1, [1915MS]

To this Elder Starr said: "God is raising up hundreds of strong young
men and wonen through our schools and sanitariunms, and is putting his
Holy Spirit upon them and qualifying themto do a great and bl essed
wor k; and many of them are devoted, sober, earnest, and successful.”

[ Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 457 para. 05] p. 78, Para. 2,
[ 1915MS] .

She replied: "I amso glad to hear that! You could not have told ne
anyt hing nore encouraging." [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col | ection p. 457
para. 06] p. 78, Para. 3, [1915Ms].

Conti nuing, she said: "I wish that | mght speak again to the people,
and help carry the work; but they tell me |I nust not speak in public
now." [Cf: Spaul di ng-Magan Col |l ection p. 457 para. 07] p. 78, Para. 4,
[ 1915Ms] .

She then inquired, "Were have you been keeping yourself so | ong?"
[ Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col l ection p. 457 para. 08] p. 78, Para. 5,
[ 1915M8] .

El der Starr replied, "At Melrose, Mass., at the sanitarium where you
said we ought to work." [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ecti on p. 457 para.
09] p. 78, Para. 6, [1915M5].

"Oh yes," she answered, "I have always felt a great interest in the
cause in the East, and have not lost it. The work there is not nearly
finished; it is only just begun. There is a great work to be done.

wi sh that | m ght bear another testinobny to our people, a strong
testimony." [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ection p. 457 para. 10] p. 78,
Para. 7, [1915M5].



WC W--Elder Starr said, "We are praying daily that God will raise
you up and strengthen you to bear another testinmony to his people, if
that is his will." [Cf: Spaul ding-Magan Coll ection p. 458 para. 01] p
78, Para. 8, [1915M5].

"Keep on praying," she answered. [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ection p
458 para. 02] p. 78, Para. 9, [1915M5]

El der Starr then asked if she should like to have himpray with her.
She replied that she should be very glad to have himpray. He knelt
cl ose by her side, so that she could hear well, and after thanking God
for his many blessings, in giving to us his truth, and the special part
he had enabled Sister White to act in it, he repeated, word for word,
very slowy, Paul's prayer recorded in Ephesians 3: 14-21, as follows:
"For this cause | bow ny knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, of whomthe whole fanily in heaven and earth is named, that he
woul d grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in

| ove, may be able to conprehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and | ength, and depth, and height; and to know the | ove of Christ,
whi ch passeth knowl edge, that ye mght be filled with all the fullness
of God. Now unto himthat is able to do exceedi ng abundantly above al
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto
himbe glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
wi t hout end. Amen." [Cf: Spaul di ng- Magan Col |l ection p. 458 para. 03]

p. 78, Para. 10, [1915MS].

Sister White gave expression to several hearty anmens during the
quoting of this prayer; and when it was over, she expressed her
gratitude for the call and the prayer, and requested Elder Starr to
call again. W C. Wite. [Cf: Spaul ding-Magan Col |l ection p. 458 para.
04] p. 79, Para. 1, [1915M5]

To every man, God has assigned a place in His great plan. By truth or
fal sehood, by folly or wisdom each is fulfilling a purpose, bringing
about certain results. And each, according as he chooses obedi ence or
di sobedi ence, is deciding his eternal destiny. To every one is given
freedomto act, and upon every one rests the responsibility of his own
actions. But our words and actions nust pass the test of God's high
standard, or we shall be bound up with the w cked, to receive an
eternal retribution. [Cf: Bible Training School 02-01-15 para. 01] p
79, Para. 2, [1915MS].

The centuries have their mssion. Every nonment has its work. Each is
passing into eternity with its burden, Wel Il done, thou good and
faithful servant, or, We to the wicked and slothful servant. God is

still dealing with earthly kingdons. He is in the great cities. His
eyes behold, His eyelids try the doings of the children of nmen. W are
not to say, God was, but God is. He sees the very sparrows fall, the

| eaf that drops fromthe tree, and the king who is dethroned. Al are
under the control of the Infinite One. [Cf: Bible Training School 02-
01-15 para. 02] p. 79, Para. 3, [1915M5].

Al'l around is changing. Cities and nations are being neasured by the
plumret in the hand of God. He never makes a mistake. He reads



correctly. Everything earthly is unsettled, but the truth abides
forever. In the eyes of the world, those who serve God nmay appear weak
They may be apparently sinking beneath the billows, but with the next
billow they are seen rising nearer to their haven. | give unto them
eternal life, saith our Lord, and none shall be able to pluck them out
of nmy hand. Though ki ngs shall be cast down, and nations renpved, the
soul s that through faith link thenselves with God's purposes shal

abi de forever. "They that be wi se shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars
forever and ever." Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: Bible Training School 02-01-
15 para. 03] p. 79, Para. 4, [1915M5].

A great reformation is needed anong the people of God. Many sapl ess
and unfruitful branches are to be renoved fromthe parent vine.
Everything will be shaken that can be shaken, that that which can not
be shaken may remain. [Cf: Bible Training School 03-01-15 para. 01] p
79, Para. 5, [1915MS]

The enemy has worked upon the minds of some, and has led themto do
vi ol ence to our past experience by mngling with the truth erroneous
and fal se theories. He has led mnisters and teachers to weave into
their doctrines sone pleasing figures of his own invention. Every
deviation fromthe truth as we have advocated it in the past is a
departure fromtruth that has been witnessed by the Holy Spirit, and
upon whi ch God has placed His seal. [Cf: Bible Training School 03-01-15
para. 02] p. 79, Para. 6, [1915MS]

Truth nust stand in its own order, linked only with truth. Unbeli ef

di sturbs the bal ance of the systemof truth, and tends to destroy the
whol e. The mind that cherishes sentinments that tend to destroy the
foundation of the faith that has nade us what we are becones confused,
and can not discern between truth and error. [Cf: Bible Training Schoo
03-01-15 para. 03] p. 80, Para. 1, [1915M5]

The truths that have been substantiated by the mani fest working of God
are to stand fast. Let no one presune to nove a pin or foundation-stone
fromthe structure. Those who attenpt to underm ne the pillars of our
faith are anpbng those of whomthe Bible says that "in the latter tines
some shall depart fromthe faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils.” [Cf: Bible Training School 03-01-15 para. 04] p
80, Para. 2, [1915M5].

One step fromthe path in which God has ordai ned us to wal k, places us
where we are subject to the tenptations of Satan. This is represented
in the case of Adam and Eve. Qutside of God's way, we nmay be led to
believe a lie. But angels of God will comune with those who obey His
laws. Let mind and heart be united in following in the light that CGod
has gi ven. Keep soul and body pure and clean and holy. \Wen we do those
things that God has commanded in His word, angels of God will act as
our teachers. Qur happiness is dependent upon our living a righteous
life. [Cf: Bible Training School 03-01-15 para. 05] p. 80, Para. 3,

[ 1915Ms] .

We are subject to certain |laws, even as the plants are subject to | aw
Every tree will bear its appointed fruit. Di sobedience to the |aws that
govern our being results in sickness and suffering and death. [Cf
Bi bl e Trai ning School 03-01-15 para. 06] p. 80, Para. 4, [1915Ms].



The soul is also subject to | aws, and a disregard of these |aws, by
the westing and misinterpretation of scripture, will result in the

si ckness and death of the soul. Those following in a path of error |ose
fromthe heart the genuine peace of Christ, and becone |like the
troubl ed sea, casting up mire and dirt. [Cf: Bible Training School 03-
01- 15 para. 07] p. 80, Para. 5, [1915M5]

Spiritual life is the result of the action of the soul in obedience to
the word and in harnony with the | aws of God. Let the soul be regul ated
by the law, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mnd."
"This do, and thou shalt live." Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: Bible Training
School 03-01-15 para. 08] p. 80, Para. 6, [1915M5].

Jesus Christ is the Iife of every blessing, every grace, every
religious ordinance, the life of all that is precious and valuable to
the children of God, In the human agent we shall often neet with
uncertainty and di sappointnent; but it is not well for us to brood over
t hat phase of character; for if we look at it and talk of it, it
becomes to us a living reality. Distrust and suspicion bear their own
fruit, and we will reap that which we sow. [Cf: Bible Training Schoo
05-01-15 para. 01] p. 80, Para. 7, [1915Ms].

But Christ is an overflowi ng fountain, an ever outspreadi ng shade. In
Hi s shadow we may find rest and peace and pl easure. When tenptations

assail you, as they surely will, when care, perplexity, and darkness
seemto enshroud the soul, look, Olook to where with eyes of faith you
| ast saw the light, and you will rest in Christ's |ove and under H s

protecting shield. [Cf: Bible Training School 05-01-15 para. 02] p
81, Para. 1, [1915MS]

Ber eavenents cone to all, but we have no right to nmourn over the dead
or to afflict our souls because of the change in our lives. This
certainly cannot help themor us. Qur work is to do service for the
Master by representing Christ in character to the world. W rnust honor
our Saviour in all things. Wio applies the precious pronises? Wo heals
t he human sorrows? Who dries the bitter tear?--Jesus. He is our
restorer. [Cf: Bible Training School 05-01-15 para. 03] p. 81, Para.

2, [1915M78].

When sin struggles for the nmastery in the human heart, when guilt
seens to oppress the soul and burden the consci ence, when unbeli ef
clouds the mnd, who lets in the beanms of |ight? Whose grace is
sufficient to subdue sin, and who gives the precious forgiveness and
pardons all our sins, expelling the darkness, and maki ng us hopeful and
joyful in God?--Jesus, the sin-pardoning Saviour. He is still our
Advocate in the courts of heaven; and those whose |ives are hid with
Christ in God nust arise and shine, because the glory of the Lord has
risen upon them [Cf: Bible Training School 05-01-15 para. 04] p. 81
Para. 3, [1915Mg5].

The reason of the spiritual feebleness of to-day is the |ow estinmate
the believer is constantly inclined to formof his spiritual character
But he is of that value that the Lord Jesus has paid an infinite price
for his salvation, and Christ would have Hi s chosen heritage val ue
t hensel ves according to the price He placed upon them In view of this



do not let any one of us disappoint Jesus by placing a | ow estinmate
upon ourselves. Let us enbrace the opportunities and privil eges which
will increase our value with God, by using all the treasures of Hi s
grace to becone precious and lovely in His sight. If this were done,
many nore souls of solid noral worth would be seen, because by uniting
with Jesus, our lives becone inbued with His spiritual |ikeness.
Practical holiness would run |ike threads of gold through our lives,
and as they beheld the whol eness of character to God, heavenly angels
woul d say, "I will nmake a man nore precious than fine gold; even a man
than the gol den wedge of Ophir!" [Cf: Bible Training School 05-01-15
para. 05] p. 81, Para. 4, [1915Ms].

Al l heaven rejoices over the weak, faulty human soul that gives itself
to Jesus, and lives a life of purity. Those who overcone much, |ove
Jesus the nost, and are put next to Christ, next to the great white
throne, within the inner circle; yes, greatly honored. "Thou hast a few
nanmes even in Sardis which have not defiled their garnments; and they
shall walk with Me in white: for they are worthy. He that overconeth,
the sane shall be clothed in white rainent; and I will not blot out his
nanme out of the book of life, but I will confess his nane before My
Fat her, and before His angels.” [Cf: Bible Training School 05-01-15
para. 06] p. 81, Para. 5, [1915M5]

Every nmoment is exceedingly precious. W cannot, w thout great |oss,
negl ect the precious opportunity of walking in the light. If we have
negl ected to place our hand in the hand of Christ, we are in constant
danger of being deceived. We will be led in false paths by seducing
spirits, who have not received the |love of the truth, but who have in
turning away from Christ, become blinded by strong del usions, so that
they believe and work a lie. Ms. E. G VWite. [Cf: Bible Training
School 05-01-15 para. 07] p. 81, Para. 6, [1915MS]

The work of faith neans nore than we think. It neans genui ne reliance
upon the naked word of God. By our actions we are to show that we
believe that God will do just as He has said. The wheels of nature and
of providence are not appointed to roll backward nor to stand still. W
nmust have an advancing, working faith, a faith that works by | ove and
purifies the soul fromevery vestige of selfishness. It is not self,
but God, that we nust depend upon. We nust not cherish unbelief. W
must have that faith that takes God at His word. [Cf: Bible Training
School 06-01-15 para. 01] p. 82, Para. 1, [1915M5].

"The ki ngdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by
force." W need to experience a resurrection on the subject of faith.
Wthout faith (a faith that will rely upon a plain statenent of the
word) it is inpossible to please God. A faith that is not sustained by
works is worthless. Says the apostle, "Wat doth it profit, ny
bret hren, though a man say, thou hast faith, and have not works: show
me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee ny faith by ny
works." That faith if cherished in our hearts will necessarily draw
after it the good works which justify and endorse the faith of the
bel i ever. Good works are indi spensable as the fruit of faith, and are
the sure evidence that we have passed fromdeath unto |ife, because we
| ove our believing brethren. This is not to say that our brethren are
to step exactly in our footprints. True faith in God will lead us to
understand that each is a worker. God works upon human m nds, and al
who love God will love their brethren. They will be zeal ous of good



works. [Cf: Bible Training School 06-01-15 para. 02] p. 82, Para. 2,
[1915Ms] .

True faith consists in doing just what God has enjoined, not

manuf acturi ng things He has not enjoined. Justice, truth, and nercy,
are the fruits of faith. W need to walk in the light of God's |aw.
then good works will be the fruit of our faith, the proceeds of a heart
renewed every day. The tree nust be nade good before the fruit can be
good. We nust be wholly consecrated to God. Qur will nust be made ri ght
before the fruit can be good. W nmust have no fitful religion

"What soever ye do. . . . do all to the glory of God." [Cf: Bible
Trai ni ng School 06-01-15 para. 03] p. 82, Para. 3, [1915MS].

Sanctification of soul, body, and spirit will surround us with the

at nosphere of heaven. If God has chosen us frometernity, it is that we
m ght be holy, our conscience purged from dead works to serve the
living God. We nust not in any way neke self our god. God has given
Himself to die for us, that He might purify us fromall iniquity. The
Lord will carry on this work of perfection for us if we will allow
ourselves to be controlled by Hm He carries on this work for our good
and H's own nane's glory. Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: Bible Training Schoo
06-01-15 para. 04] p. 82, Para. 4, [1915M5]

From the manger to Calvary, Christ's |life was one continual experience
of di sappoi ntment and suffering. Christ was the only begotten of the
Fat her, and yet He was pressed with grief; but H's suffering in the
garden of GCethsemane was an awful angui sh that nust ever remain a
terrible nystery to the human fam ly. The record says, "Then coneth
Jesus with themunto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto His
di sciples, Sit ye here, while | go and pray yonder. And He took with
H m Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and
very heavy." [Cf: Bible Training School 09-01-15 para. 01] p. 82,

Para. 5, [1915Mg5].

Wth what awe, with what reverence, should the disciples have regarded
the sufferings of the Son of God! As He drew nigh to the center of the
garden, the agony of the sins of the world was wei ghi ng upon His divine
soul . The curse of the world's iniquity was shadowi ng the light of His
Father's face fromHi s vision. Oh, how could He escape fromit? How
avoi d standi ng under the curse that sin had wought, and being
alienated fromH s bel oved Father? He turned to His disciples and said,
"My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye here, and
watch with Me." [Cf: Bible Training School 09-01-15 para. 02] p. 83,
Para. 1, [1915M5].

At the thought of the grievous character of the guilt of the world,
Christ felt that He nust go apart, and be al one. The hosts of darkness
were there to make sin appear as extensive, deep, and horrible as
possible. In his hatred of God, in falsifying H's character, in
mani festing irreverence, contenpt, and hatred toward the laws of His
governnent, Satan had nade iniquity reach unto the heavens, and it was
his purpose to swell iniquity to such great proportions, that atonenent
shoul d seem i npossible; so that the Son of God, who sought to save a
| ost world, should be crushed beneath the curse of sin. [Cf: Bible
Trai ni ng School 09-01-15 para. 03] p. 83, Para. 2, [1915M5].

The working of the vigilant foe in presenting to Christ the vast



proportions of transgression, caused such poignant pain, that He felt
that He could not remain in the i medi ate presence of any human being.
He coul d not bear that even Hi s disciples should witness H s agony as
He contenpl ated the woe of the world. Even His npobst dearly |oved
friends nust not be in Hi s conpanionship. The sword of justice was
unsheat hed, and the wath of God against iniquity rested upon nman's
substitute, Jesus Christ, the only begotten of the Father. [Cf: Bible
Trai ni ng School 09-01-15 para. 04] p. 83, Para. 3, [1915M5]

In the garden of Gethsemane Christ suffered in man's stead, and the
human nature of the Son of God staggered under the terrible horror of
the guilt of sin, until fromH s pale and quivering lips was forced the
agoni zing cry, "O M Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
Me:" but if there be no other way by which the salvation of man nmay be
acconplished, then "not as | will, but as Thou wilt." Human nature
woul d then and there have died under the horror of the sense of sin,
had not an angel from heaven strengthened H mto bear the agony. The
power that inflicted retributive justice upon man's substitute and
surety, was the power that sustained and upheld the suffering One under
t he tremendous wei ght of wrath that would have fallen upon a sinfu
world. Christ was suffering the death that was pronounced upon the
transgressors of God's law. [Cf: Bible Training School 09-01-15 para
05] p. 83, Para. 4, [1915M5].

It is a fearful thing for the unrepenting sinner to fall into the
hands of the living God. This is proved by the history of the
destruction of the old world by a flood, and by the record of the fire
which fell from heaven and destroyed the inhabitants of Sodom But
never was this proved to so great an extent as in the agony of Christ,
the Son of the infinite God, when He bore the wath of God for a sinfu
world. It was in consequence of sin, the transgression of God' s | aw,
that the garden of Gethsemane has becone pre-emnently the place of
suffering to a sinful world. [Cf: Bible Training School 09-01-15 para.
06] p. 83, Para. 5, [1915M5]

No sorrow, no agony, can neasure with that which was endured by the
Son of God. Man has not been made a sin-bearer, and he will never know
the horror of the curse of sin which the Saviour bore. No sorrow can
bear any conparison with the sorrow of Hi m upon whomthe wath of CGod
fell with overwhelm ng force. Human nature can endure but a linmted
anount of test and trial. The finite can only endure the finite
nmeasure, and human nature succunbs; but the nature of Christ had a
greater capacity for suffering; for the human existed in the Divine
nature, and created a capacity for suffering to endure that which
resulted fromthe sins of a |lost world. The agony which Christ endured,
broadens, deepens, and gives a nmore extended conception of the

character of sin, and of the retribution which God will bring upon
t hose who continue in sin. The wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ to the repenting, believing

sinner. Ms. E. G Wiite. [Cf: Bible Training School 09-01-15 para. 07]
p. 84, Para. 1, [1915M5].

The sufferings of humanity ever touched the heart and called forth the
synpathy and | ove of Christ. He exercised pity and comnpassi on toward
those who were afflicted in soul or body. His exanmple in the matter of
treating the suffering and afflicted should teach us how to have
conmpassion and pity for the sufferings of Hs creatures. [Cf: Bible



Trai ni ng School 10-01-15 para. 01] p. 84, Para. 2, [1915M5].

Christ had suffered in the flesh. He had clothed His divinity with
humanity, and in every period of Hys |life, through infancy, childhood,
yout h, and manhood, He had suffered every phase of trial and tenptation
with which humanity is beset. He knew what it was to suffer keen pangs
of hunger, and He has given special |essons in regard to feeding the
hungry and caring for the needy poor, and has declared that in
mnistering to the needy we are mnistering unto Hinself in the person
of His saints. He says, "I was an hungered and ye gave ne neat." He
knew the di sconfort and suffering of thirst, and He declared that a cup
of cold water given in His name to any of Hi s disciples should not |ose
its reward. [Cf: Bible Training School 10-01-15 para. 02] p. 84, Para.
3, [1915M8].

He was often weary, oppressed with poverty, and He experienced the
taxation of acting His part to support the famly of which He was a
menber. He suffered reproach, and experienced the bitter hostility of
t hose who knew HHmnot. In H's own home He was nmade to suffer the
di sconfort and sorrow that results fromenvy and jeal ousy. H s brethren
t hought that it was their privilege to exercise authority over Hm and
presunme to dictate to H mwhat should be Hi s course. The
m sapprehension of His relatives was nost painful to Hm because His
own heart was full of kindness and |ove, and He appreciated tender
regard in the famly relation. But His own brethren often wounded and
grieved His heart. They desired that He should concede to their w shes
and i deas when such a course would be utterly out of harnmony with Hi s
di vine mission. The statenment is made in the Scriptures, "Neither did
His brethren believe on Hm" [Cf: Bible Training School 10-01-15 para.
03] p. 84, Para. 4, [1915M5].

Oh, if His brethren, the nenbers of Hs own famly, had been H's
friends, what a confort they m ght have been to Hm The life of Christ
was far superior to that of His hone relations. They were not al
converted, and they |ooked upon Christ as one in need of their advice
and counsel. They judged H mfromtheir human standpoint, and they
t hought that if He would only be advised by them and speak only such
things before the scribes and Phari sees as woul d not arouse their
hostility, He would avoid all the disagreeable controversy that His
wor ds aroused. They charged HHmwi th blame for many things that He
sai d, and declared that He ought to have left themunsaid. [Cf: Bible
Trai ni ng School 10-01-15 para. 04] p. 84, Para. 5, [1915M5]

They coul d not fathom by their short human neasuring line the divine
m ssion which He cane to fulfil, and therefore could not be partakers
with HHmof His trials. Their coarse, unappreciative words reveal ed the
fact that they had no conception of the fine texture of Hi's character
and did not discern that the divine blended with the human. They often
saw Him full of grief, but instead of conforting Hm their spirit and
words only grieved His heart. His sensitive nature was tortured, H's
notives m sunderstood, Hi s work unconprehended. So pai ned was Christ by
t he atnosphere of nisapprehension in H's own hone, that He felt
relieved when He could be in a place where it did not exist, and where
His spirit could rest. He loved to visit the hone of Lazarus, Martha,
and Mary. Here His spirit found rest, and H s notive and words were not
m sconstrued and nmi sapprehended. [Cf: Bible Training School 10-01-15
para. 05] p. 85, Para. 1, [1915MS].



His brethren often brought forward the phil osophy of the Phari sees,
whi ch was hoary with age and threadbare, and presuned to think that
they could teach H m who understood all truth and conprehended al
nysteries. He was the Author of truth, and His soul was wearied and
di stressed. He found relief in being alone, and in conmuning with His
heavenly Father. His brethren thought their wi sdomwas far superior to
that of Jesus, and did not apprehend that He was the fountain of al
wi sdom and know edge. They freely condemmed that which they could not
understand, and their reproaches probed HHmto the quick. They avowed
faith in God, and thought that they were vindicating God, when God was
with themin the flesh, and they knew H m not. These things nade His
path a thorny one to travel. Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: Bible Training
School 10-01-15 para. 06] p. 85, Para. 2, [1915M5].



