Danger By Night. We are nineteen hours behind time. W had to stand
still some twelve hours. Freight train wecked ten nmiles ahead on the
track. We passed the washouts night before last. | was aroused suddenly
as though a hand was | aid upon ne, and words had been spoken, "You are
in a dangerous place. Pray, pray." | |ooked out the wi ndow and saw a
fearful -1 ooking sight. Fires were built along beside the track, and nen
with lanterns were standing by the track and nmen upon the platform
maki ng the fearful places light as day. The train nerely noved over
t hese dangerous places. | did pray, and | felt trust in God and an
assurance that He would care for us and bring us safely to our
journey's end. [Cf: 3VMR130.02] p. 1, Para. 1, [1875M5].

We have only a half |oaf of graham and one | oaf of white, and half of
one of the rusk bread. It is all moist and good. Soneone hel ped hinsel f
to our oranges. We think our apples go well. W are well satisfied with
our neals. Those around us are | oaded with chicken, pickles, corned
beef, jellies, and tea and coffee. None seemto feel as well as we do,
who eat only twice a day of sinple food. Not anything warmyet to eat
or drink. We feel the blessing of the Lord attends us. Praise His dear
nane! We will |ove and serve Hhm Be of good courage. Be cheerful. And
don't one of you forget that in God nust be your trust. Here we are at
Si dney. God bl ess you.--Letter 1l1la, 1875. (To "Dear Children," My 3,
1875.) [Cf: 3MR130.03] p. 1, Para. 2, [1875M5]

We have closed our third canp neeting. W were well cared for on the
ground. W had a small tent, carpeted and swept clean each day. CQur
friends at Monroe were attentive to all our wants. They furnished us

two bedsteads and bedding. . . . Qur table was set in our tent and wel
furni shed through the neeting. Sister Gllet was as a nother to us,

ki nd, thoughtful, and ever willing to do all she could for our rest and
confort. . . . [Cf: 3MR176.01] p. 1, Para. 3, [1875M5].

Tuesday just as the sun was setting Brother Chase hired a |ivery team
and we had a pleasant ride through the city of Mnroe. Sixteen or
seventeen years ago we |labored in a large tent in Monroe. Wllie was
then a small boy. Brother Sperry and his wife . . . labored in the tent
at this nmeeting. Byron Sperry and Wllie were then small boys of about
four years of age. They were playmates and dressed nearly alike. Now
t hese baby playmates have grown to manhood. . . . [Cf: 3MR176.02] p
1, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Monroe was a very snall place seventeen years ago. It has grown so
fast, . . . that | could scarcely recollect | had ever been in the

pl ace before. . . . W were well entertained at M. Chase's. Al of us
who | odged in the house Tuesday night were from New Engl and. W
breakfasted at a table spread with New England fare. [Cf: 3MR176. 03]
p. 1, Para. 5, [1875M5].

We parted with our friends in the nmorning to go on our way to the next
canp neeting. . . . Al our |eisure nonents were occupied in witing.
After the canp neeting closed we had to take hold of our witing again.

[Cf: 3MR176.04] p. 1, Para. 6, [1875M5].

The conductor tells us there is beautiful scenery before us. W find
it even so. . . . Nature seens fresh-robed in her natural |ovely dress
of green. . . . God has given to us tokens of His love. . . . Every



tree, every shrub and bud and bl ooming flower tells us God is |ove. W
| ook up through the things of nature which God has hung before our
senses in H's created works, and we adore the G ver.--Letter 19a, 1875,
pp. 1, 2, 4. (To "Dear Children Edson and Enma," June 24, 1875.) [Cf
3MR176.05] p. 1, Para. 7, [1875M5].

Your father and nyself took the train westward. W changed cars.
We had to wait three hours. The depot was snmall and not wel
ventilated. Two respectabl e-1o00king | adies seened quite at home. They
took out their pipes and comrenced snoking. This was a little nore than
we could well endure. We found to our joy that the settees were
noveabl e. We took a couple of these out upon the platformwhere there
was pure air to feed our lungs. We here spread out our bread and fruit
whi ch had been provided for us by our friends. . . . W enjoyed our

| uncheon. --Letter 19a, 1875, pp. 2, 3. (To Edson and Enma White, June
24, 1875.) [Cf: 3MR180.02] p. 2, Para. 1, [1875M5]

Juvenil e Delinquency and Diet.--1f the consciences can be aroused to
see the errors in the preparation of the food, and their influence upon
the noral tendencies of our nature, there would be in every famly
decided reforms.--Ms 1, 1875. [Cf: 3VMR331.01] p. 2, Para. 2, [1875M5]

| have been shown that where the distribution of tracts has been
negl ected, nuch has been | ost. Wser general ship than has yet been
di spl ayed shoul d be seen in the work of the Lord.--Letter 1, 1875, p.
9. (To "Dear Brother ," October 12, 1875.) [Cf: 4MR107.01] p. 2,
Para. 3, [1875M5].

We have closed our third canp neeting. We were well cared for on the
ground. We had a small tent, carpeted and swept clean each day. CQur
friends at Monroe were attentive to all our wants. . . . [Cf
4VMR180.02] p. 2, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Tuesday just as the sun was setting Brother Chase hired a livery team
and we had a pleasant ride through the city of Mnroe. Sixteen or
seventeen years ago we |labored in a large tent in Monroe. . . . Byron
Sperry and Wllie were then small boys of about four years of age. They
were playmates and dressed nearly alike. Now these baby playmates have
grown to manhood. . . . [Cf: 4MR180.03] p. 2, Para. 5, [1875M5].

We parted with our friends in the nmorning to go on our way to the next
canp neeting. . . . [Cf: 4MR180.04] ©p. 2, Para. 6, [1875M5]

We lay down to sleep Tuesday night about eleven o'clock. In the night
we were awakened by a fearful storm The warring of the elenments was
very grand and solem. The |ightning flashed. One blaze of |ight
foll owed another in such quick succession that it seemed |ike one
conti nued streamof |ight. The thunder rolled; peal after peal rolled
through the earth, and there were reports as though parts of the earth
were shattered |ike breaking glass. | never listened to anything |ike
it before. The heavens were lighted up with the full blaze of
lightning. It was awfully grand. In the norning about sunrise the
entire heavens presented an appearance of burnished brass. . . . [Cf
4MR181.01] p. 2, Para. 7, [1875M3].

The conductor tells us there is beautiful scenery before us. W find
it even so: granite rocks, beautiful trees, green fields, and



cultivated lands. Here is reveal ed i ndeed a beautiful picture of
nature's loveliness. The air is pure. Nature seems fresh-robed in her
natural |ovely dress of green foliage, make even this world very
beautiful. God has given to us tokens of His love. We may read Hi s | ove
in the book of nature. Every tree, every shrub and bud and bl ooni ng
flower tells us God is love. W | ook up through the things of nature
whi ch God has hung before our senses in His created works, and we adore
the Gver. . . . [Cf: 4MR181.02] p. 2, Para. 8, [1875M5]

It is painful to witness, as we pass fromplace to place, the
reckl ess, frivolous conduct of many of the youth. The Bible, from
begi nning to end, attaches the greatest inportance to interna
rectitude. The books of Moses, the psalns of David, the proverbs of
Sol onon, the epistles, and our Saviour's teachings present the idea
that every man is to be tried by his principles--not by his profession
his talk, or his appearance, but by his principles. If he |lacks here,
al t hough he may present a good outward appearance, within he nmay be
full of inmpurity. The heart mnust be renewed, for out of the heart are
the issues of life. The tree nust be made good or the good fruit wll
not appear. [Cf: 4MR181.03] p. 3, Para. 1, [1875Ms].

"Marvel not," said Christ to Nicodenus, "that | said unto you, Ye nust
be born again." John 3:7. God nust create in man a clean heart before

he will walk in His statues and keep His comandnments to do them A new
noral taste has to be created before man will [ ove to obey the | aw of
God. There nust be a connection with heaven which will make men forned

in the i mmge of God partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption of the world through lust. We are required to | ove God
supremely, which love we will show by obedience to all His
conmandnents, and by trusting in Christ inplicitly. The greater
principles of truth nust be established in the heart and be revealed in
the life by love, faith, humlity, and obedi ence, show ng that the
religion of Christ has a controlling power over the entire nman.

[Cf: 4MR182.01] p. 3, Para. 2, [1875M5]

There is a great variety of nodern inventions to inprove the evils
existing in society. We have seen very little enduring good result from
merely taking advantage of the inpulse of the nonment to i nduce nen to
prom se or resolve to |leave their sinful course. Reformation in nmen is

very much needed, but the reformation made under excitenment will seldom
outlive the excitenent in which it originated. It resenbles the early
dew whi ch vani shes away. . . . Heart work is needed. The state of the

heart regulates the life. The sinner needs to have clearly defined to
hi s understandi ng what sin is, that he may work understandingly to
repent of sin, which is to repent of transgressing the Father's |aw.
VWhen this is fully conprehended by reasoning mnds, the seed is sown
for a true and thorough conversion. [Cf: 4MR182.02] p. 3, Para. 3,

[ 1875MS] .

Mul titudes of varied faith will arise in these last days and will be
crying, "Lo here!" "Lo, there!" Such have found sone way for the sinner
rather than the Bible way, which teaches that repentance toward God for
the transgression of His law and faith in Jesus Christ the world's
Redeener, is the only door through which the sinner may enter. Let the
m nd and heart be inbued with the principles of God's |aw. Then they
will yield obedience to its sacred clainms and ganblers will decrease
and the wi ne cup be abandoned. [Cf: 4MR183.01] p. 3, Para. 4,



[ 1875M8] .

We have a very great many instances anong us where men of debased
appetites and with wong habits have been brought before the | aw of
God, the true mrror, and shown the defects existing in their noral
characters, and then have been pointed to the atoning blood of a
cruci fied Redeenmer as the only remedy for sin. Their noral
sensibilities have been aroused. They have been made to feel their
human weaknesses when plied with tenptations. They have felt that a
belief in the truth alone could save them They have accepted present
truth. They have been truly converted. They have maintained their
integrity in circunstances of great peril, and kept their garnments
undefil ed. The sustaining power of genuine truth in the heart has
reveal ed stern integrity of character and true nmoral worth. They have
not an enotional religion. They have not a surface work. They have
found true rock bottom Real inward principle characterizes their
lives. They stand on the elevated platformof God's holy | aw, and by
faith they grasp the atoning bl ood of Christ which cleanses them from
sin. [Cf: 4MR183.02] p. 4, Para. 1, [1875M5].

Davi d sinned. He transgressed the | aw of God. A prophet was sent of
God to reprove and convict David of his great sin. This prophet did not
sing to David sensational songs; neither did he relate sinple hunorous
anecdotes. He brought before himan illustration of his own case in a
figure and | et David pass sentence upon hinself; then he stated, "Thou
art the man." David repented before God, whose | aw he had transgressed,
and relied for pardon on the efficacy of the blood of Christ. [Cf
4MR184.01] p. 4, Para. 2, [1875M9].

Look at men who are professedly converted under the excitenment of
feeling. They are not brought to face the great noral mrror, the |aw
of God, which discovers to themthe defects in their character. The |aw
of God is presented to them as a yoke of bondage in contrast to the
freedom of the gospel. Cannot these nmen read in the Word of God for
t hensel ves, "Where there is no law there is no transgression"? They
feel no binding clains of the |aw of God; as a natural consequence they
have not a sensitive conscience toward sin. They have not a fixed
principle. W may see such Christians in the churches everywhere--see
t hem today one thing, and tonorrow another. Let wealth and fane allure

them and their feelings, which were wought upon, will change. There
is no sacrifice of feeling of conscience which this class of spurious
converts will not nmake to gain the prize. Do such nmen honor the Bible

standard of true piety? Never, never. They are unsound at heart. Just
when tenptations arise, when the decision nust be nade whet her they
will follow inclination or principle, you will see that there is not
firmess when it is really needed. If they do not deny their Lord Iike
a Judas or sell their honor like an Arnold, it is because they have not
been tenpted to do this. [Cf: 4MR184.02] p. 4, Para. 3, [1875M5].

Oh, how nmuch to be adnmired is a true, sincere Christian! Such a one
will be loyal to God and true to his Saviour, living a life of purity,
cultivating habits of the strictest tenperance, neking the Word of God
his daily study, earnest and faithful to duty, not wearying in
wel I doing, growing up into full stature in Jesus Christ, his Head. [Cf:
4MR185.01] p. 4, Para. 4, [1875M9].

VWhat training or education can bear conparison with that of preparing



men to be obedient to the | aw of God, spoken from Sinai and engraven in
stone?--Letter 19a, 1875, pp. 1, 2, 4-8. (To "Dear children, Edson and
Emma White," June 24, 1875.) [Cf: 4MR185.02] p. 5, Para. 1, [1875M5].

I have been and still amvery anxious in regard to you. | have a
strong synpathy for the young. . . . Your home has been anything but
attractive. Al these things | take in. Al these God notices. But,
Fred, there is a right and a wong way in the course of everyday life.
To take the right way is the way to heaven, while to take the wong
course is the way to darkness and the broad road to death. [Cf
4MR189.04] p. 5, Para. 2, [1875M9].

I was shown, January 3, 1875, the course you had been pursuing. You
wer e bendi ng your footsteps in the broad road that |eads to death. You
were being led captive by Satan at his will, and he was exulting in his
power that he had over you. You had two ways before you--one way, which
was the way to life, you knew was the way you should go; the other way
was the wrong path, which you knew was wong. You have, against |ight
and know edge, chosen the wrong way. You know that your course i s not
pl easing to God. You know that you are going contrary to the word of
God. You are not obedient or respectful and you are followi ng a course
of folly. You are headstrong and very selfish, choosing your own
pl easure. [Cf: 4MR190.01] p. 5, Para. 3, [1875M5].

You have not heeded the letter of counsel | wote you. Your

associ ations are wong. Preston and WI| are not good boys; they are
pursui ng the wrong course. They have chosen the wong path and are
wal ki ng contrary to God's will. You are pleased and gratified with
their conpany and you are wal king contrary to God. WIIl this pay? WII
you choose the society of these boys whom you know do not |ove right,
whom you know do wong? Does sin and di sobedi ence and | ack of courtesy
and true regard for parental authority appear attractive to you? Do you
admire this in these bold young nmen? . . . [Cf: 4MR190.02] p. 5, Para
4, [1875M5].

I was shown that your ways are very grievous to the Lord, and since
you have chosen the conmpany of sone young nen your ways have been
corrupted. You have grown rough, inpudent, disobedient. | saw that it
was doing you a great wong for your father to support you when you
were ol d enough to support yourself, while you do not feel under
obligation as a mnor to be obedient and help your father with all your
power. Your father is hurting you. When you show by your words and
actions that you despise the voice of counsel and authority and have no
interest to lift your share of the burdens, then your father's

obligations cease toward you. . . . [Cf: 4MR191.01] p. 5, Para. 5
[ 1875MS] .
The know edge you should be gaining in practical life you do not gain

but feel free to throw off responsibility and choose to do your

pl easure. God | ooks with displeasure upon your course. Your father is
grieved. . . . WIIl the satisfaction you gain in your reckless course
of fset the disadvantages? | saw that God has a care and |love for your
father. He has nmade sone mstakes in judgnent in his life, but he has a
kind heart of love for his children. [Cf: 4MR191.02] p. 5, Para. 6,

[ 1875MS] .

The duty of parents to the children, making themresponsible, is



equally to bear upon the children. Their duty to their parents is
sacred and binding as long as they both shall live. \Wen you feel that
you are your own and can go and conme as you pl ease, irrespective of
your father's w shes, you should not rely upon your father's purse for
clothing or for food. Wen your responsibility ceases as a faithful
obedi ent son, then your father's obligation ceases. He should not do
you so great an injury which will tell on your whole future life as to
support you in school.--Letter 4, 1875, pp. 1-3. (To Frank Bel den,
January 31, 1875.) [Cf: 4MR191.03] p. 6, Para. 1, [1875Ms].

My spirit is stirred within nme as | see and sense the short tinme in
whi ch we have to work. Never have there seemed so great results
dependi ng upon us as a people. Never was there a tinme when youth of
every age and country were needed to do earnestly the work to be done,
as now. Society has clains upon the youth of today. The nmen who have
stood in the forefront of the battle, bearing the burden and heat of

the day, will pass off the stage of active |ife. Where are the young
men to fill their places when these wise instructors and counsel ors can
carry their burdens no nore? Upon the young these duties nust fall. How

i nportant that the youth be educating thenselves, for upon themthese
duties will devolve. [Cf: 4MR204.02] p. 6, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Prepare, ny son, to discharge your duties with uncorrupted fidelity. |
wish | could inpress upon young nmen what they mght be and what they
mght do if they will sense the clains that God has upon them He has
given them capabilities, not to stagnate in indolence, but to
strengthen and el evate by noble action. [Cf: 4MR204.03] p. 6, Para. 3,
[ 1875MS] .

WIllie, ny greatest anxiety is not that you shoul d becone a great man
after the world' s standard, but a good man, every day making sonme
progress in neeting God's standard of right. Many young nen think that
if they can snoke and chew tobacco they have made deci ded advance
toward manhood, and when they can drink a glass of beer or of w ne,

t hey have advanced still nearer the perfection of a worldly man. | am
rejoi ced that you are not seeking by such steps to clinb to worldly
manhood. This class of popular youth will suffer the consequence of
their course of action. Youth may attain to success in formng a
character which Heaven shall approve, if they shun all these socia
evils. [Cf: 4MR204.04] p. 6, Para. 4, [1875M5]

Character nmust be made. It is the work of a lifetinme. It is a work
requiring nmeditation and thought. Judgnent nust be well exercised,

i ndustry and perseverance established. Consider thoughtfully,
prayerful ly, what character you would be glad to possess before the
world. Shall it be that of a fast young man poisoning his blood and
enervating his systemw th tobacco, beclouding the brain with wi ne and
i ndul gence of perverted appetite? O will you stand before God and the
world with nmoral courage to resist tenptation upon the point of
appetite, standing forth in your Godli ke manhood free fromthe slavery
of every pernicious habit of self-indul gence? You can be whi chever you
choose. [Cf: 4MR205.01] p. 6, Para. 5, [1875M5]

The excel |l ence of your character you nust obtain as the result of your
own exertion. You will have to learn to bridle appetite. You nmay be
encouraged by others in your work, but they can never do your work of
overcom ng tenptation. You cannot be honest and truthful, industrious



and virtuous for them neither can they become thus for you. In one
sense you nust stand al one, fighting your own battles. Yet not al one,
for you have Jesus and the angels of God to help you. But few reach
what they mght in excellence of character, because they do not make
their aimhigh. Prosperity and happiness will never grow of their own
accord. They are the acquisition of l|abor, the fruit of |ong
cultivation. I amglad you never have soiled your |lips and tainted your
breath with tobacco, that you have not indulged in tasting wine. Wile
many youth will not listen to counsel, you have been willing to be
taught. God help you to lead others in the right way.--Letter 22, 1875,
pp. 1-4. (To "Dear Son WIllie," June 30, 1875.) [Cf: 4MR205.02] p. 7,
Para. 1, [1875M5].

Qur canp neeting fromits conmencenent to the present tinme has been
nost solem and the Spirit of the Lord in a nost signal manner has been
mani fested in the social and preaching neetings. The great sin of
Jerusal em was the rejection of her present blessings and present
war ni ngs. | spoke fromthese words, "And when He was cone near, He
behel d the city, and wept over it, saying, |If thou hadst known, even
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace!
but now they are hid fromthine eyes" (Luke 19:41, 42). [Cf: 5MR231.02]
p. 7, Para. 2, [1875Mg]

| made a practical application of these words to the people of God.
The sol etm power of God was upon ne and upon the hearers. The tearfu
eye and earnest |ooks revealed the true state of feelings.--Letter 16,
1875, p. 7. (To Elder G 1. Butler, June 6, 1875.) [Cf: 5MR231.03] p.
7, Para. 3, [1875M5].

Qur neetings have been excellent fromthe comencenent. Mnday at
seven 0'clock | spoke to the Scandi navi ans, Brother Mtteson

interpreting. | had great freedom and the Spirit of the Lord rested
upon those who heard, if we could judge by the solemity expressed in
the countenance and the tearful eyes. . . . [Cf: 5MR231.04] »p. 7

Para. 4, [1875M5]

Tuesday norning, the closing neeting was held. | felt nuch of the
Spirit of God as | addressed the congregati on about one half an hour
The nelting Spirit of God was in the neeting, and harmony and peace of
Christ prevailed [in] the neeting.--Letter 20, 1875, pp. 2, 3. (To W
C. Wite and Mary, June 27, 1875.) [Cf: 5MR232.01] ©p. 7, Para. 5,

[ 1875MS] .

Health and Spirituality--One reason that there is not nore sincere
piety and religious fervor, is because the mnd is occupied with

uni nportant things and there is no time to neditate, search the
Scriptures, or pray. If the consciences can be aroused to see the
errors in the preparation of the food, and their influence upon the
noral tendencies of our nature, there would be in every fam |y decided
reform Intenperance in desire resulted to our first parents in the

| oss of Eden. We generally find, even anong Sevent h-day Adventists,
that inclination, habit, delicate, unhealthful preparations in cooking
and unheal thful habits of dress are weakeni ng physical, nmental, and
noral efficiency, and making it inpossible to overcome tenptation.--M
1, 1875, pp. 2, 3. ("Educational, Health and Tenperance Work,"
undated.) [Cf: 6MR35.05] p. 7, Para. 6, [1875M5].



We have been on the road since Sunday norning at two o' clock, five
days and four nights. Everything has thus far been very favorable.

The care of our children, Addie and May [daughters of Ellen Wite's
ni ece] has taxed nme considerably. Not that the children have been
unusual and unnmanageabl e. They are good children. They are universally
cheerful and happy and willing to obey our expressed w shes cheerfully.
This has lightened nmy burden of care wonderfully. Wre these children
as unruly and boi sterous as nany children in this car, | should be
i ndeed worn out before this tine, but their innocent ways and happy
| augh are contagi ous. We cannot be otherw se than cheerful.--Letter 33,
1875, p. 1. (To "Dear Children," Septenber 22, 1875.) [Cf: 6MR94.02]

p. 8, Para. 1, [1875M5].

It is aterrible thing for a man or womman to have his own way. My ny

way be God's way, my will God's will. Self shall not enter nme. | wll
submt my will, ny way, ny life into the hands of God. He will keep
that which is conmtted to His trust. | hope the entire [E. G Wite]
household will not fail to watch unto prayer and allow nothing to

divert their minds fromGod. He is our strength and our shield and in
Hmwe may trust inplicitly. Just in accordance with our obedi ence and
faithful ness will He prosper and strengthen and bless us in all our
undertakings. We are all aware how easy it is to conformto the world
and separate our affections from God. Let us guard this point. Let your
prayers conme up before God |ike sweet incense because of their
sincerity and earnestness mngled with faith. [Cf: 7MR339.01] p. 8,
Para. 2, [1875M5]

Dear househol d, precious is the blessing of God. Do not feel at rest
or content without this watch. Westle and pray until victory shal
come and you shall triunmph in the God of your salvation. Qur hearts
shall be with you. Qur prayers unite with yours for the salvation of
God to cone to your house, that you may each seek for a deep and living
experience in the things of God. Know H m for yourselves, whomto know
aright is light and peace and joy. [Cf: 7MR339.02] p. 8, Para. 3,
[ 1875MS] .

To my dear sons, | would say you are God's stewards. Use your tine,
your ability and strength to His glory. W are doing up our work for
eternity. Connect with heaven and the wi sdom and power from God will be
given you. Do not trust to yourselves. Do not, | entreat of you, becone
careless in anything that you take hold of. Be thorough and God will
bl ess your undertakings. Be hunble and God will teach you.--Letter 15,
1875, p. 2. (To Wllie and Edson White, May 4, 1875.) [Cf: 7MR339. 03]

p. 8 Para. 4, [1875M5].

I ndul gence in unlawful things has become a power to deprave manki nd,
to dwarf the mind, and to pervert the faculties. Just such a state of
things as exists today existed before the flood and before the
destruction of Sodom Dissipation is on the increase in our world.
Handbi I | s on which indecent pictures are printed are posted up al ong
our streets to allure the eyes and deprave the norals. These
presentations are of such a character as to stir up the basest passions
of the human heart through corrupt inmaginings. These corrupt imaginings
are followed by defiling practices like those in which the Sodonites
i ndul ged. But the nost terrible part of the evil is that it is
practi ced under the garb of sanctity. Qur youth will be defiled, their
t hought s degraded, and their souls polluted unless they are barricaded



with the truth.--Letter 1, 1875, p. 16. (To S. N. Haskell, OCctober 12,
1875.) [Cf: 8WMR169.02] p. 8, Para. 5, [1875M3].

I was struck as | | ooked upon his countenance for in my |ast vision
this very countenance had been presented before nme. He was shown ne as
a man nmeking a profession of our faith, yet his heart is corrupt. Hs
life in his youth was not as it should be. He was a hard, fearfully
hard case. If, since he enbraced the truth, he had been sanctified by
the truth, he mght have acconplished good, had he turned his ability
in the right channel. But he has abused his privileges and his
capabilities, and turned his power to the corrupting of souls instead
of seeking to elevate themto purity and holiness. [Cf: 8VR214.01] p
9, Para. 1, [1875M5]

You |l ack inward rectitude. You act as if nobody's judgnent of nen and
things were equal to yours. Your manners you nmake engagi ng. The
depravity of your heart finds occasions for its workings, and an outl et
for its influence upon those who are charned with your ways and
manners. |f you had real Christian principle ruling the heart and
controlling the conduct you would not seduce poor inexperienced souls
to violate the | aw of God and thus acconplish their ruin, not only in
this life, but for the next world.--Letter 19, 1875, p. 1. (To "Dear
Fri end Cook," June 14, 1875.) [Cf: 8MR214.02] p. 9, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Panphl et s and books shoul d be prepared containing subject nmatter upon
i mportant points of present truth in English, German, French, Swedish
Dani sh and Italian. [Cf: 8MR215.01] p. 9, Para. 3, [1875Ms].

Men of other nations and tongues shoul d be educated as m ssionaries,
translators, and publishers. This will call for neans; therefore no
dol I ar shoul d be spent needlessly. [Cf: 8MR215.02] p. 9, Para. 4,

[ 1875M5] .

The nessage of warning nmust be carried to every nation upon the gl obe.
The work shoul d nove forward with alacrity. Satan is already astir to
hedge up the way. W nust be wise or he will prevail. What we do nust
be executed with greater pronptness.--Letter 34, 1875, p. 7. (To S. N
Haskel |, October 12, 1875.) [Cf: 8MR215.03] p. 9, Para. 5, [1875M5]

Janes White Very Attentive--M husband is very attentive to ne,
seeking in every way to make ny journeyings and | abor pleasant and
relieve it of weariness. He is very cheerful and of good courage. W
must now work and with careful ness preserve our strength, for there are
thirteen nore canp neetings to attend.--Letter 46, 1875, p. 2. (To
Lucinda Hall, June 17, 1875.) [Cf: 10MR33.02] p. 9, Para. 6, [1875M5].

Ellen White's Regard for Lucinda Hall--1 wish | could see you,
Lucinda. It always does nme so nuch good to see you and talk with you.
You take so sensible a view of matters all around. How | have m ssed
you on this journey! Not but that | have friends, but you are nearest
and dearest, next to my owmn famly, and | feel no difference than that
you bel onged to me and ny blood flowed in your veins. [Cf: 10MR33. 03]
p. 9, Para. 7, [1875M9].

No one can go right ahead as you can and take care fromnme in regard
to my clothing. If you knew what shape | amin sometines, | guess you
woul d laugh, or cry, | don't know which! | have hardly had a m nute's



time to see to nmy things. . . . It would not cure the evil unless you
send nme Lucinda as ny maid of honor. But | amgetting along splendidly
after all.--Letter 48, 1875, pp. 2, 3. (To Lucinda Hall, July 14,
1875.) [Cf: 10MR33.04] p. 10, Para. 1, [1875M5]

How Early Advent Believers Reacted to the Delay in Christ's Com ng--
The light is shining forth upon the fourth conmandnent; God is opening
t he understandi ng of many to see that they have been breaking the
Lord's Sabbath. "And the tenple of God was opened in heaven, and there
was seen in Hs tenmple the ark of His testament” (Revelation 11:9),
calling, as it were, the attention of the people to the |law of God
covered by the mercy seat; and the angels are represented as al
| ooking reverentially into that |law. God has nmade us the repositories
of Hs aw. What a responsibility is ours to formcharacters in harnony
with the law of God! W are drawi ng nearer and still nearer the solemm
event of our Lord's appearing, "And every man that hath this hope in
himpurifieth hinself, even as He is pure" (1 John 3:3). [Cf
10MR280.01] p. 10, Para. 2, [1875MsS].

There has been a spirit of freedomin the neetings; the testinonies
borne seened to be spirited and had the right ring. Precious gifts have
been entrusted to nmen. W may i nprove or abuse them If we will wsely
i mprove them we may make those within the sphere of our influence
better and we will be enriching ourselves with noral power to be a
light to others who are in darkness. . . . [Cf: 10MR280.02] p. 10
Para. 3, [1875M5]

This is the scene of your father's [Janmes White's] earlier |abors.
Quite a nunber refer to that time when they first heard the nessage of
Christ's near coming fromhis |lips. They were deeply interested,
al t hough they were but children. The inpression has never left them
for they were then convicted and their hearts inbued by the Spirit of
God which acconpani ed the nessage. [Cf: 10MR280.03] p. 10, Para. 4,

[ 1875MS] .

Now they are in mddl e age and understand nore fully the doctrine and
have a nore firmand rich experience in present truth. They speak of
their hopes and faith with ani mated countenance, | ooking forward and
hastening unto the conming of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. The message of the third angel sounding in
solem warning calls their mnds to the sacred truths which once
affected their hearts so sensibly. The Lord is good. He is very
precious to His people.--Letter 31, 1875, pp. 3,4. (Witten from
Ri chnmond, Maine, to W C. Wite, Septenber 3, 1875.) [Cf: 10MR281. 01]
p. 10, Para. 5, [1875M5].

Journey From Chicago to California, 1875--Dear WIllie: W are now on
board the pal ace car. Have good berths secured in the center of the
car. [Cf: 11MR131.02] p. 10, Para. 6, [1875MS]

We all found good | odgings at Wlbur's. They are usually well. [Cf
11MR131.03] p. 11, Para. 1, [1875M5]

Fat her heard sone nmen talking in regard to the fare to California,
that they got tickets from Boston cheaper for signing a paper that they
had a time ticket, that is, do not stop off. W got our tickets for
California for $106 from Chicago. W are all feeling quite well this



norning. [Cf: 11MR131.04] p. 11, Para. 2, [1875M5].

There are some things we will think and talk of in regard to on the
cars and wite our decision. Mary is cheerful and feeling all right.
[Cf: 11MR131.05] p. 11, Para. 3, [1875M5].

We hope that you and Lucinda will not overdo, for we want Anna and
Lucinda and Wllie to enjoy the trip when you cone.--Letter 2, 1875, p
1. (To W C. Wite, Jan. 28, 1875.) [Cf: 11MR131.06] p. 11, Para. 4,

[ 1875M8] .

Dear Wllie: W are in good spirits and all are well. Wather is

pl easant but cold. W are free fromdust and cinders al so, for we have
to keep the wi ndows closed. We are anxious to hear fromyou all and
hope to have a letter fromyou soon after reaching Gakland. [Cf
11MR131.07] p. 11, Para. 5, [1875Ms]

Qur walnuts are just splendid. Wllie, put in the box those you do not
use. You nust prepare sonme for yourself on the way. | want Lucinda to
be sure and meke every preparation to cone to California. [Cf
11MR132.01] p. 11, Para. 6, [1875MS].

At two o' clock we are at Pul pit Rock. There is a wildcat and smal
mountain lion. [Cf: 11MR132.02] p. 11, Para. 7, [1875M5]

We are delayed. It is now half past two. The passengers got no
breakfast before two o' clock. They were an uneasy, hungry set. W have
enough to eat and are cheerful and feeling tolerably well.--Letter 5a,
1875, p. 1. (To W C. Wiite, Jan. 31, (?), 1875.) [Cf: 11MR132.03] p
11, Para. 8, [1875M5].

On the Train, Nearing Chicago, 1875--1 |eft Oakland none too soon. W
have had the nobst favorable, pleasant trip across the plains this tine
that we ever had. There has been no dust or cinders. Qur conpanion
travel ers have been, with scarcely an exception, agreeable, very
courteous. We have not been crowded any of the way. Sone have kept
their berths nmade up all day. W have had an entire section to
ourselves. | amrested on this journey and shall step off the car with
i nproved health.--Letter 15, 1875, pp. 1-2. (To Edson and Wllie Wite,
May 4, 1875.) [Cf: 11WMR132.04] p. 11, Para. 9, [1875M5

On the Train, Near Sparta, Wsconsin, 1875--Dear Children, Edson and
Emma: The | anps are being |lighted. We shall soon pass through a tunnel
We have passed through three tunnels; the |ast was the | ongest. |
i nqui red of the conductor its dinensions. He told it ne was 3,812 feet
I ong and 266 feet under ground. [Cf: 11MR132.05] p. 11, Para. 10,

[ 1875MS] .

The conductor tells us there is beautiful scenery before us. W find
it even so--granite rocks, beautiful trees, green fields, and
cultivated |l ands. Here is reveal ed i ndeed a beautiful picture of
nature's loveliness. The air is pure. Nature seens fresh-robed in her
natural |ovely dress of green. The waving grain and cultivated soil
the lofty trees with their bright green foliage, make even this world
very beautiful. God has given to us tokens of His love. W may read His
[ ove in the book of nature. Every tree, every shrub and bud and
bl ooming flower tells us God is |ove. W | ook up through the things of



nat ure whi ch God has hung before our senses in His created works, and
we adore the Gver. [Cf: 11MR132.06] p. 11, Para. 11, [1875M9]

The train is delayed a short time. There has been a washout. But the
conductor thinks the train will not be |ong delayed. W are again
novi ng, passing slowy over the dangerous road. [Cf: 11MR133.01] p
12, Para. 1, [1875M5].

We shall get to the canpground tonight. No rest. Just tine to get from
neeting to meeting. [Cf: 11MR133.02] p. 12, Para. 2, [1875M5].

At the Jewel Hotel in Woning, about three o'clock: W are

di sappointed in getting through tonight. W | earned about one hour
since that there were several breaks in the road and no neans of
transfer. One washout is forty rods long. W have secured a roomin a
hotel until tonmorrow at el even o' clock when we shall, if Providence
favors, go on to the canp neeting. W deeply regret this delay, but
make it a point to be surprised at nothing that may occur and not to
beconme inmpatient or faultfinding. This place presents a very attractive
appearance and the surrounding scenery is lovely. There are |low bluffs
covered with trees and verdure.--Letter 19a, 1875, pp. 3-4. (To Edson
and Emma White, June 24, 1875.) [Cf: 11MR133.03] p. 12, Para. 3,

[ 1875MS] .

Near Eagle Lake, Mnn., 1875--1 send you [W C. Wite] manuscript for
paper, witten nostly while the cars were in notion, in depots, and in
al nost every inconvenient position. W are now in the mdst of canp
nmeeting. Everything is wet in consequence of two days of rain. [Cf
11MR134.01] p. 12, Para. 4, [1875M5].

We were hindered on the road. At Woning we were told there was a
washout and the cars would not pass over the road until next day. W
tarried at Jewel Hotel, hired a room and engaged in witing. Next day
we took the cars, rode about sixteen niles, then came to a sudden

standstill. The freight cars had, in passing over the break in the
road, broken through; so we waited in the cars fromtwo o' clock unti
ei ght before the break could be repaired. | inproved this tine in

writing. We did not reach Eagle Lake [M nnesota] until three o' clock in
the norning. While waiting on the track for breakage to be repaired

t he heavens gat hered bl ackness. W had a severe storm of thunder and
lightning, rain and blow. We | earned this stormhad spent its force
before it reached us.--Letter 2l1la, 1875, p. 1. (To W C. Wite, June
27, 1875.) [Cf: 11MR134.02] p. 12, Para. 5, [1875M5]

On the Train Between Ogden and Sacranento--Dear Children: W have had
a trying day today. W are on the plains and the whol e surface of the
ground is nearly as white as snow, encrusted with alkali. W have been
on the road since Sunday norning at two o' clock, five days and four
ni ghts. Everything has thus far been very favorable. [Cf: 11MR134. 03]
p. 12, Para. 6, [1875M5].

We have been, until today, renmarkably free fromdust. It has been coo
and very pleasant. We have rested sone and witten considerable; this,
with the care of our children, Addie and May, [* Addie and May WAl li ng,
Ell en White's nieces, whom she reared as her own daughters.] has taxed
me consi derably. Not that the children have been unusual and
unmanageabl e. They are good children. They are universally cheerful and



happy and willing to obey our expressed w shes, cheerfully. This has
i ghtened ny burden of care wonderfully. Were these children as unruly
and boi sterous as many children in this car, | should be indeed worn
out before this tinme, but their innocent ways and happy | aughs are
contagi ous. We cannot be otherwi se than cheerful. [Cf: 11MR134.04] p
12, Para. 7, [1875M5].

On this train, in this car, are nmany wealthy famlies traveling with
their children. One fanmly, residents of Gakland, California, have four
children, bold, quarrelsome, inpolite, and generally disagreeable.--
Letter 33, 1875, p. 1. (To Dear Children, Sept. 22, 1876.) [Cf
11MR135.01] p. 13, Para. 1, [1875M5].

(Witten May 16, 1875, fromBattle Creek, Mchigan, to "Dear Sisters
Lucinda [Hall] and Anna [Rasnussen].") | have just spoken one hour to
the patients at the Health Institute. They were very attentive, and
many of the patients were affected to tears. | took this text: "To him
that overconeth," and | had perfect freedom [Cf: 13MR400.01] p. 13,
Para. 2, [1875M5].

| spoke at the commrencenent of the Sabbath in the college building,
and not a few tears were shed. | prayed with them and the Lord indited
prayer. | seened to fasten upon the promi ses of God with faith. | never
pitied the youth as | do now. There seens to be so |ittle noral power
in our world to withstand and resist tenptation. My heart is drawn out
in yearning tenderness for youth and children. | long to see them
fastening their hopes upon Jesus, and possessing that joy and grace
which will enable themto be ever cheerful, ever hopeful, full of joy
because they may cone to such a precious Redeener. He will be their
strength and righteousness, and clothe themwith His salvation. [Cf
13MR400. 02] p. 13, Para. 3, [1875M5]

| spoke Sabbath afternoon, and | speak to the youth tonight. My the
divine aid be given ne that the words spoken may not fall as water upon
the rock. We need burden-bearers in every church--fathers and nothers

who have a burden of prayer for their children, who will not cease
their inmportunate entreaties until help and grace and sal vation cone to
their children. God lives and reigns. He will hear the hunble prayers

coming fromcontrite hearts. What we need in every church is nore
prayi ng, nore believing, |ess talking doubts, |ess grunbling, |ess
murmuring, and a great deal nore hope, courage, and perseverance. My
God give us these things, for we are hel pl ess without them [Cf:
13MR400. 03] p. 13, Para. 4, [1875M5]

The bell rings for nmeeting. | have still a fewmnutes, and | will
finish in the norning. But one word or two, fearing | may forget. | do
not feel that we should pay over $60 for any bed set--spring, mattress,
and all. If Sister WIlis can sell hers for nore noney, let her do it.

Ch, there are so many ways for neans [to be used] in the cause of GCod!
[Cf: 13MR401.01] p. 13, Para. 5, [1875M5].

May 17, Monday norning. Cane to the office. Found two letters from
California--one from Oakland fromWIlie, which we were very glad to
read, for anything from our household in Cakland is nore than wel cone.
W feel glad that Wllie is active, for then we think he will not fee
that he is altogether useless. May the Lord bl ess the dear boy, and
confort himand encourage himwith His grace and His salvation. [Cf



13MR401.02] p. 14, Para. 1, [1875MS].

We received a good letter from El der Loughborough, which we were very
glad of. We hope that Elder Loughborough will be strengthened and that
God will work with his efforts. Hys reward will conme by and by when the
faithful shall receive their crows of glory. He will, if he continues
faithful, receive his crown. [Cf: 13MR401.03] p. 14, Para. 2,

[ 1875MS] .

We are glad that the lot is purchased for the neetinghouse in San
Franci sco. W have prayed earnestly that God would | ead and direct to
the right spot, and we believe that He has done so. We are trying hard
to sell our place that we nmay have neans to aid just nowin this
emergency. WIl you wite all particulars? You have done well thus far
but do not get weary in well-doing. | feel freedom when we pray for you
in Cakland. [Cf: 13MR401.04] p. 14, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Last night we had a very precious neeting--the Maternal Association's
annual neeting. My husband spoke. The reports were read. Brother Bel

spoke, al so Brother Loughborough. | then spoke about 50 minutes with
great pointedness and with freedom If the word spoken is heeded, there
will be a marked i nprovenent in the school and in the institutions in

Battle Creek. [Cf: 13MR402.01] p. 14, Para. 4, [1875M5].

There is very nuch [that] needs to be done here in Battle Creek. My
the Lord guide, is nmy constant prayer. W do not want self to have
anything to do in directing or managi ng. W want that the Lord should
| ead; then there will be no m stakes made. Poor nortals will err and
make bad mi stakes which will involve the ruin of souls, but if the dear
Savi our | eads, and we are constantly consulting H s wi shes and doi ng
H s bidding, we shall nove surely and shall not be conpelled to retrace
our steps. Oh, that we could ever trust fully with unwavering faith in
our dear Redeener! [Cf: 13MR402.02] p. 14, Para. 5, [1875M5]

We had a house full of interested listeners |ast evening. W think

good will come fromthe neeting. Many who are patients in the Institute
came to the neetings, and when | spoke yesterday in the parlor at the
Health Institute, nearly all--nmen and wonen--were affected to tears.

One wealthy man and his wife were at the church and heard nme speak
Sabbat h. He said that was the preaching they loved to hear; they w shed
that di scourse could be preached in every church in our land. [Cf
13MR402. 03] p. 14, Para. 6, [1875M5]

There are quite a nunber who cone to the Health Institute nuch

prejudi ced. One man, an influential nman, when he heard at the Potter
House that the Health Institute was controll ed by Seventh-day
Adventists, decided at one tine to go directly back. But he thought he
woul d not do this until he should look into the Institute and see how
it was managed, that he might tell others he had done so. He attended
their neeting at the commencenent of the Sabbath and he was so affected
he wept aloud. He spoke [in neeting] for the first tine in his life,
and has left a firm Sabbat hkeeper. [Cf: 13MR402.04] p. 14, Para. 7,
[1875MS] .

A nunber have enbraced the truth within a few nonths at the Health
Institute. If there is a right influence there, we shall see of the
sal vation of God, | believe. Ch, what neans of advancing the truth have



those who are connected with the cause of God at Battle Creek! W fee
deeply because there is so little appreciation with sone, of these
advantages. If all would do what they can and what they should do, they
woul d be a power in the world. [Cf: 13MR403.01] p. 15, Para. 1,

[ 1875M5] .

Last night we spoke of the influence one has upon another in letter
writing. Letters are exchanged full of fun and nonsense, scarcely a
serious, candid religious sentinent contained in them and yet the
witers are professed Christians. Al these letters full of nonsense
and exaggeration and fun will not bring any honor to the writers when
they are exami ned at the tribunal of God. [Cf: 13MR403.02] p. 15,
Para. 2, [1875Mg]

The influence of letter witing is a power for good or for evil. My
soul is sick and disgusted with the contents of very many letters.

hope that all our household will have an eye single to the glory of Cod
inthe letters they wite as well as the testinonies which they bear in
neeting. Let not one sentence appear upon the pure paper to soil its

purity. Let every word traced be of a character to el evate, ennoble,
and | ead upward to heaven and the better life. Let our influence in
every respect, and all our actions, be of a high, elevated character
that shall neet the approval of H m whose servants we profess to be,
whose work we profess to be doing. [Cf: 13MR403.03] p. 15, Para. 3,
[ 1875MS] .

Little enough tinme do we have to fit our own souls for a pure heaven
and help others to perfect Christian characters. My heart |ongs for
God. My very being is stirred to extra exertion that | may be found,
not having my own righteousness, but the righteousness of Christ. [Cf
13MR404.01] p. 15, Para. 4, [1875M9]

May the Lord strengthen your hearts and hands daily in order that you
may be worknen that needeth not [to] be ashaned. Reach up hi gher and
still higher for heavenly |light and peace and joy, that you nmay all be
bright and shining lights is the prayer of Mther.--Letter 44, 1875.
[Cf: 13MR404.02] p. 15, Para. 5, [1875M3].

Abraham was directed of God to go up to Mount Mriah, and there offer
up his son as a burnt offering. There the Lord tested Abraham by a nobst
fearful trial. In taking Hagar for his wife he showed distrust in the
prom ses of God. If he had patiently waited for the pronise to be
fulfilled in God's own time and manner, and had not sought to nake a
provi dence hinself, he would not have been subjected to this the
cl osest test that was ever required of man. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 01]
p. 15, Para. 6, [1875M5].

This command of God was calculated to stir his soul to its depths. He
was one hundred and twenty years old when this terrible and startling
command came to him in a vision of the night. He was to travel three
days' journey, and would have anple tinme for reflection. Fifty years
previ ous, at the divine command, he had | eft father and nother
relatives and friends, and had beconme a pilgrimand a stranger in a
| and not his own. He had obeyed the conmand of God to send away his son
| shmael to wander in the wilderness. His soul was bowed down with grief
at this separation, and his faith was sorely tried, yet he submtted
because God required it. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 02] p. 15, Para. 7,



[ 1875M8] .

But now a trial was before himwhich caused all his other afflictions
to appear insignificant. The words of the conmand were sufficient to
harrow up his soul and give himthe deepest pain. "Take now thy son
thine only son |Isaac, whomthou |ovest, and get thee into the | and of
Mori ah; and offer himthere for a burnt offering upon one of the
mountains which | will tell thee of." Over and over again did the
bur dened soul say, GCh! ny son, my son, would to God nmy |ife would be
accepted in the place of thine; then should my |ight not go out in
dar kness. Abraham arose before day, and as he | ooked up to the starry
heavens, he called to nmind the pronmise which God nmade to himfifty
years before. "Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be
able to nunmber them And he said unto him So shall thy seed be." And
now the sanme voice had commanded himto slay this only son, through
whom this promse was to be fulfilled. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 03] p
16, Para. 1, [1875M5].

Abraham was tenpted to believe that after all this mght be a
delusion. Stricken with grief, he bowed before God, and prayed as never
before for a confirmation of this strange command, for greater light if
he must performthis terrible duty. He renmenbered the angels sent to
tell himof God's purpose to destroy Sodom and those who bore to him
the promi se that he should have this sane son |saac. He wal ked forth
where he had several tines net the heavenly nessengers, hoping to neet
them agai n and receive sonme special direction fromthenm but he gai ned
no |light, darkness seenmed to cl ose about him day was approachi ng, and
he must be on his journey before light. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 04] p
16, Para. 2, [1875M5].

He first passed to the couch upon which Isaac slept in peacefu

i nnocency; he was the joy of his heart, the confort of his old age.
Abrahaml s |ips quivered, he turned quickly away, and | ooked upon the
couch where Sarah was quietly sleeping. He knew that |saac was her
pride, that her heart was intwined with his. Should he awake Sarah
that she might | ook upon her son for the last tinme? Should he tell her
the requirenent of God? He knew that he hinmself had strength of faith,
and confidence in God; he did not know the strength of Sarah's faith;
but he did know the strength of her |love for Isaac. [Cf: ST 04-01-75
para. 05] p. 16, Para. 3, [1875Mg]

He passed from one sleeper to the other, undecided in regard to the
W sest course to pursue. He finally awakened |saac softly, informng
himthat he was commanded of God to offer sacrifice upon a distant
nmount ai n, and that he nmust accompany him He called his servants, and
made every necessary preparation for his long journey. If he could
unburden his mnd to Sarah, and they together bear the suffering and
responsibility, it might bring himsonme relief; but he decided that
this would not do; for her heart was bound up in her son, and she m ght
hi nder him He went forth on his journey, with Satan by his side to
suggest unbelief and inpossibility. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 06] p. 16,
Para. 4, [1875M5]

Wil e wal king by the side of Isaac, he could not engage in
conversation as usual, for a deep sorrow was concealed in his own
breast. The ni ght approaches, the | ongest day Abraham ever experienced
has come to a close. He saw his |loved son |Isaac and the servants | ocked



in slumber, but he could not sleep. He spent the night in prayer. He
woul d pray, still hoping that some heavenly nessenger woul d appear to
tell himthat it is enough, that he may return to Sarah, with |saac
unharmed. The stars seemto shine forth nore beautiful than ever
before, rem nding himof the prom se, As the nunber of the stars, so
shall thy seed be. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 07] p. 16, Para. 5,

[ 1875MS] .

No new | i ght dawned upon the tortured soul of Abraham A heavy
pressure was upon him but he staggered not at the prom se. He reasoned
not that his posterity, which would be as the stars, nust now comne
t hrough Ishmael, for CGod had plainly stated that through |saac shoul d
the prom se be fulfilled. Then again was that voice ringing in his
ears, "Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whomthou | ovest." That
terrible command which would | eave himchil dl ess can scarcely be
realized. He rises early to continue his toilsonme journey. Satan
whi spers his doubts, but Abrahamresists his suggestions. [Cf: ST 04-
01-75 para. 08] p. 17, Para. 1, [1875M5].

All day he had hopes of neeting an angel coming to bless and confort
him or perhaps to revoke the command of God, but no nessenger of nercy
appeared. Satan suggested that he nust be deceived, for God had said,
"Thou shalt not kill," and that it was not |ike God to require what he
had forbi dden. The second | ong day cones to a close, another sleepless
night is spent in humliation and prayer, and the journey of the third
day is conmenced. Abraham|lifts his eyes to the nountains, and upon one
he behol ds the prom sed sign. He | ooks earnestly, and | o, a bright
cl oud hovered over the top of Mount Moriah. Now he knows it is all a
terrible certainty, and no delusion. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 09] p. 17,
Para. 2, [1875M9].

He was yet a great distance fromthe nountain, but he renoved the
burden fromthe shoul ders of his servants and bade them remain behi nd;
whil e he placed the wood upon the shoul ders of his son, and hinself
took the knife and fire. Abraham braced hinmself for his sad work which
he must perform He did not murmur against God, for |Isaac had been
gi ven to hi munexpectedly. He had received himw th gratitude and great
joy, and though he was the son of his old age, the son of his |ove, he
yet believed that the same power that gave himlsaac, could raise him
again even fromthe ashes of the burnt sacrifice. He strengthens his
soul by the evidences he has had of the goodness and faithful ness of
God. Had not God, who had graciously given Isaac to him perfect right
to recall the gift, and demand hi m back? [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 10] p
17, Para. 3, [1875M5].

| saac had been a confort, a sunbeam a blessing to Abrahamin his old
age, and although this gift of God seemed so precious, so dear to him
yet he was now commanded to give it back to God. The words of Cod's
command showed that he fully realized the pain which Abraham nmust fee
in obeying his requirenent, "Take now thy son, thine only son I|saac,
whom t hou | ovest." Abraham wanted no w tnesses. It was enough that God
could look on and not only see the full consecration of his darling

| saac, but read the heart and fully understand how severely he felt the
test. He wished no one but God to witness this parting scene between
father and son. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 11] p. 17, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Abr aham knew not how | saac woul d receive the command of God. As they



drew near the mountain, "lsaac spake to Abraham his father, and said,
My father: and he said, Here aml, my son. And he said, Behold the fire
and the wood: but where is the lanb for a burnt offering?" These
endearing words, "My Father," pierced his affectionate heart, and again

he thought, Oh! that I, in nmy old age, might die instead of |saac.
Still reluctant to open before his son the true purpose of his errand,
Abr aham answered, "My son, God will provide hinself a lanb for a burnt

offering." [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 12] p. 18, Para. 1, [1875M5]

| saac assisted his Father in building the altar. Together they placed
on the wood, and the |last work preparatory to the sacrifice is done.
Wth quivering lips and trenbling voice, Abrahamrevealed to his son
the message that God had sent him In obedience to God's conmand, he
had taken the journey. Everything was ready. |saac was the victim the
lanb to be slain. Had |saac chosen to resist his father's conmand, he
coul d have done so, for he was grown to manhood; but he had been so
thoroughly instructed in the know edge of God that he had perfect faith
in his promises and requirenments. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 13] p. 18,
Para. 2, [1875M5].

Abr aham assured his son that his affection for himwas not dim nished,
and that he would rather give his own |life than to deprive himof life.
But God had chosen Isaac, and his requirenent nust be fulfilled to the
letter. He told |Isaac that God had miracul ously given himto his
parents, and now he had required himagain. He assured his son that
God's pronmise, that "In Isaac shall thy seed be called," would be
fulfilled; that doubtless God would raise himto life again fromthe
dead. He told Isaac that he had hoped that the Messiah would spring
fromhim In this he was di sappointed, and then, that his darling son
must die by his own hand, increased his grief a hundredfold. [Cf: ST
04-01-75 para. 14] p. 18, Para. 3, [1875M5]

I saac at first heard the purpose of God with amazenent anounting to
terror. He considered the matter fully. He was the child of a nmiracle.
If God had accepted himas a worthy sacrifice, he would cheerfully
submt. Life was dear, life was precious, but his Creator had specified
him Isaac, to be offered up as a sacrifice. He conforted his father
by assuring himthat God conferred honor upon him in accepting him as
a sacrifice; that in this requirenment he saw not the wath and
di spl easure of God, but special tokens that God loved him in that he
required himto be consecrated to hinself in sacrifice. [Cf: ST 04-01-
75 para. 15] p. 18, Para. 4, [1875M5]

He encouraged the al nost nervel ess hands of his father to bind the
cords which confined himto the altar. The |ast words of endearing |ove
were spoken by father and son, the last affectionate, filial, and
parental tears were shed, the | ast enbrace was given, and the father
had pressed his beloved son to his aged breast for the last time. His
hand is uplifted, grasping firmy the instrument of death, which was to
take the life of |Isaac, when suddenly his armis stayed. "And the ange
of the Lord called unto himout of heaven, and said, Abraham Abraham
and he said, Here am|. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the | ad,
nei ther do thou anything unto him for now | know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son fromne. And
Abraham |ifted up his eyes, and | ooked, and behold behind hima ram
caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram
and offered himup for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. And



Abraham cal l ed the nane of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to
this day, In the nount of the Lord it shall be seen. And the angel of
the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second tine, and said,
By nmyself have | sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing
I will bless thee, and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and
thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shal

all the nations of the earth be bl essed; because thou hast obeyed ny
voice." [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 16] p. 18, Para. 5, [1875M5].

God estimated Abrahaml s obedi ence and unswerving faith, and gave him
the nanme of "Father of the faithful." The exanple of Abrahamis
recorded in sacred history for the benefit of his believing children
This great act of faith teaches the lesson of inplicit confidence in
God, perfect obedience to his requirenents, and a conplete surrender to
the divine will. In the exanple of Abraham we are taught that nothing
we possess is too precious to give to God. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 17]

p. 19, Para. 1, [1875M5].

All that we have is the Lord' s. Qur nobney, our tinme, talents and
ourselves, all belong to him He has lent themto us, to test and prove
us, and to develop what is in our hearts. If we selfishly claimas our
own the favors God has graciously intrusted to us, we shall neet with
great loss, for we rob God, and in robbing him we rob oursel ves of

heavenly bl essings, and the benediction Christ will give the faithfu
and obedient: "Well done, good and faithful servant, thou hast been
faithful over a fewthings, | will nake thee ruler over nany things;

enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 18] p
19, Para. 2, [1875M5].

How many now who profess to be Christians would yield up to God their
bel oved | saac? Qur dearest treasure belongs to God. A solemn duty rests
upon Christian parents to so educate and nmould the m nds of their
children that they will ever have a high respect and exalted reverence
for God and everything sacred and holy. Such will feel that God's
clainms nust first be regarded, that nothing is too precious to
sacrifice for him Such will, Iike Abraham exenplify their faith by
their works. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 19] p. 19, Para. 3, [1875Ms].

How many now who profess to believe God, and pass for Christians, wll
not obey his voice when he calls upon themto deny self, and yield to

himtheir darling treasures. They will hesitate, and cling to earthly
things. Their affections are upon the world and the things of the
worl d, and sonme of these very ones will have the npbst to say about how

much they have sacrificed to obey the truth. Isaac felt that it was a
privilege to yield his |ife as a sacrifice to God. If God could accept
him he felt that he was honored. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 20] p. 19,
Para. 4, [1875Mg]

Human judgnment may | ook upon the command given to Abraham as severe,
too great for human strength to bear. Abraham s strength was from God.
He | ooked not at the things which are seen with nortal vision, but at
the things which are eternal. God required no nore of Abraham than he
had, in divine conpassion and infinite love, given to man. He gave his
only begotten Son to die, that guilty man mght live. Abraham s
of fering of |Isaac was especially designed of God to prefigure the



sacrifice of his Son. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 21] p. 19, Para. 5,
[ 1875M8] .

Every step that Abraham advanced toward Munt Moriah, the Lord went
with him Al the agony and grief that Abraham endured during the three
days of his dark and fearful trial, were inposed upon himto give us a
| esson in perfect faith and obedi ence, and that we m ght better
conprehend how real was the great self-denial and infinite sacrifice of
the Father in giving his only Son to die a shanmeful death for the
guilty race. No trial, no suffering or test, could be brought to bear
upon Abraham which woul d cause such mental anguish, such torture of
soul, as that of obeying God in offering up his son. [Cf: ST 04-01-75
para. 22] p. 20, Para. 1, [1875Mg]

Qur Heavenly Father surrendered his bel oved Son to the agonies of the
cruci fixion. Legions of angels witnessed the huniliation and soul -
angui sh of the Son of God, but were not permitted to interpose as in
the case of Isaac. No voice was heard to stay the sacrifice. God' s dear
Son, the world' s Redeener, was insulted, nocked at, derided, and
tortured, until he bowed his head in death. What greater proof can the
Infinite One give us of his divine Iove and pity. "He that spared not
his own Son, but delivered himup for us all, how shall he not with him
also freely give us all things?" [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 23] p. 20,
Para. 2, [1875M5]

The neagre conception that many have of the worth of the soul, and the
sacrifice of God's dear Son for sinful man, is shown by their works.
Shoul d God speak to themas he did to Abraham Sacrifice your
possessi ons, your tenporal benefits that | have |l ent you to advance ny
cause, they would | ook in astonishment, thinking God did not nean just
what he said. Their riches are as dear to themas their children, their
worldly treasure is their Isaac. To honor God with their substance,
they think, is a requirenment altogether too great, and they cannot
bel i eve that God nmeans it. What have this class sacrificed for God?
[Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 24] p. 20, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Men will show all the faith they have. If God should speak to them and
conmand themto go and offer one of their beloved children, they would
think God a hard master. Yet he has done nore than this for them No
such command will cone to test and prove them God knew to whom he
spake, when he gave the command to true and faithful Abraham Abraham
knew that it was God who had commanded, and that his promnises were
infallible. Had God commanded himto offer his gold, his silver, his
fl ocks, or even his own life, he would have done so cheerfully. He
woul d have felt that he was but yielding back to God that which
bel onged to him [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 25] p. 20, Para. 4, [1875M5].

But there are many who know not what self-denial, or sacrifice, or
devotion to God, is. They never can have extended and el evated vi ews of
the infinite sacrifice made by the Son of God to save a ruined world,
until they surrender all to God. If God should speak to themin a
command, as he did to Abraham they woul d not be enough acquainted with
his voice to understand that he did really require sonething of them
to show their |ove, and the genui neness of their faith. [Cf: ST 04-01-
75 para. 26] p. 20, Para. 5, [1875M9].

The claims of God upon our |ove, affection, and possessions, our



tal ents, and ourselves, are correspondingly great as was the infinite
sacrifice made in giving his Son to die for sinful man. Those who
really appreciate the work of the atonement, those who have a high
sense of the sacrifice Christ has made to exalt themto his throne,
will count it a special honor to be partakers with Christ in his self-
denial, sacrifice, and suffering, that they nmay be co-workers with him
in saving souls. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 27] p. 20, Para. 6, [1875M5]

There are many who profess the truth, who do not |ove God half so wel
as they love the world. God is testing and proving them Their |ove of
the world and of riches darkens their mnds, perverts their judgnment,
and hardens their hearts. God has, to sonme of them at |east, revealed
his will, and called for a surrender of their Isaac to him But they
refuse to obey, and | et gol den opportunities pass. Precious tine is
bearing into eternity a record of duties unfulfilled and of positive
neglect. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 28] p. 21, Para. 1, [1875M5]

Not hi ng we have is of true value until it is surrendered to God. The
tal ent of means devoted to the cause and work of God, is of tenfold
nore value, than if selfishly retained for the gratification of our own
pl easure. The faith of the devoted martyrs was |ike that of Abraham it
was genui ne. they valued the precious truth, and in their turn,
al t hough despi sed of nmen, hunted from place to place, persecuted,
afflicted, and tornented, were valued of God. There was no place for
them upon the earth, but of them says the apostle, the world was not
wort hy. Those who clung to precious truth in face of prison, torture,
and death, had faith that few now living possess. [Cf: ST 04-01-75
para. 29] p. 21, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Many have chosen a life of ease. They have exalted their earthly

i nterests above the spiritual and eternal. They neglect to learn the
hard | esson of self-denial, and of surrendering all to God. They do not
count anything interesting, save that which is | earned w thout nuch
effort, and without involving any sacrifice of tenporal enjoynent; and
it is forgotten as soon as | earned, because it cost them nothing. [Cf
ST 04-01-75 para. 30] p. 21, Para. 3, [1875M5].

The deepest poverty, with God's blessing, is better than houses and
| ands, and any anmount of earthly treasure, without it. God's blessing
pl aces val ue on everything we possess; but if we have the whole world
wi thout his blessing we are indeed as poor as the beggar, for we can
take nothing with us into the next world. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 31]
p. 21, Para. 4, [1875M5]

Those who profess to be | ooking for the soon coning of our Saviour
shoul d have Abrahamic faith, a faith that is valued because it has cost
them something, a faith that works by love, and purifies the soul. The
exanpl e of Abrahamis left on record for us upon whomthe ends of the
worl d have conme. We must believe that God is in earnest with us, and
that he is not to be trifled with. He nmeans what he says, and he
requires of us inplicit faith and willing obedi ence. Then will he |et
his |ight shine around about us, and we shall be all light in the Lord.
By Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: ST 04-01-75 para. 32] p. 21, Para. 5,
[1875MS] .

God prepared for Adam and Eve a beautiful garden. He provided for them
everything their wants required. He planted for themtrees of every



variety, bearing fruit. Wth a liberal hand he surrounded themw th his
bounti es--the trees for useful ness and beauty, and the lovely flowers
whi ch sprung up spontaneously, and flourished in rich profusion around
them were to know nothing of decay. Adam and Eve were rich indeed.
They possessed beautiful Eden. Adam was nmonarch in this beautifu
donmai n. None can question the fact that Adamwas rich. But God knew
that Adam coul d not be happy unl ess he had enpl oynent. Therefore he
gave him sonething to do. He was to dress the garden. [Cf: ST 04-29-75
para. 01] p. 21, Para. 6, [1875Ms].

The Creator of man never designed that he should be idle. The Lord
formed man out of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and man becane a living soul. It was the
| aw of nature, therefore the | aw of God, that brain, nerve, and nuscle
shoul d be in active notion. Young gentlenen and | adies that refuse to
| abor because they are not conpelled to, and because it is not
fashi onabl e, are not guided and controlled by enlightened reason. Those
who shun manual | abor, cannot have physical stamina. In order for the
young to enjoy perfect health and perfect happiness, every organ and
function must be in perfect operation as God designed they should be.

If all the organs act their natural part, life, health, and happiness,
will be the result. Too little exercise and staying in-doors too mnuch,
will bring on feebl eness and di sease of sone one or nore of the organs.

It is sinful to inpair or weaken one of the powers God has given us.
The Creator designed that we should have perfect bodies, that we m ght
preserve themin health, and render to himthe offering of a living
sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to God. [Cf: ST 04-29-75 para. 02] p
22, Para. 1, [1875M5].

Exercise in useful labor will be carrying out the original plan of
God, when he bade Adam and Eve to dress the garden. Life is precious,
and should be preserved intelligently by regarding the | aws of our
being. [Cf: ST 04-29-75 para. 03] p. 22, Para. 2, [1875M5]

Fashi onabl e idlers, who have plenty of leisure, fail to attain

happi ness. They have been educated to regard honest |abor as only fit
for the poor, while it would degrade the wealthy. They rob the brain
and nervous system by fashionabl e indol ence, of a supply of aninal
energy that keeps the machinery of the body in healthful activity. [Cf
ST 04-29-75 para. 04] p. 22, Para. 3, [1875M5]

In order for the brain to have cl earness and strength of thought,
retentive nmenory and nental power, the nuscles of the body should have
exercise a portion of each day. [Cf: ST 04-29-75 para. 05] p. 22,
Para. 4, [1875M5].

Adam was in glorious Eden. He was perfectly devel oped, and then set to
wor k by his Maker that by exercise all his nuscles should preserve
their elasticity. Many young nen and | adies are too proud, or too |azy,
to engage in useful labor in the house or in the garden. [Cf: ST 04-29-
75 para. 06] p. 22, Para. 5, [1875M5]

The world is full of women with but little vitality and | ess common
sense. Society is in great need of healthful, sensible young womren who
are not afraid to work and soil their hands. God gave them hands to
enploy in useful labor. God did not give us the wonderful human
machi nery of the body to become paral yzed by inaction. The |iving



machi nery God designed should be in daily activity, and in this
activity or notion of the machinery is its preserving power. Mnua

| abor qui ckens the circulation of the blood. The nore active the
circulation the nore free will be the blood from obstructions and
impurities. The bl ood nourishes the body. The health of the body
depends upon the healthful circulation of the blood. If work is
performed wi thout the heart being in it, it is sinply drudgery, and the
benefit which should result fromthe exercise is not gained. [Cf: ST
04-29-75 para. 07] p. 22, Para. 6, [1875Ms].

Toi ling nmothers who have given their children the advantages of
education, and have brought them up w thout disciplining themto self-
deni al and physical |abor, and have given themliberty to follow their
own pleasure, will not receive nmuch happi ness and confort fromthese
children. In nmy travels | have seen that those wonen who entered upon
married |ife wholly unprepared for donestic duties were not happy. They
did not receive the training and the education in their youth that
fitted them for the responsible position they had by nost sol enm
covenant agreed to fill. The parents had nmade a great m stake. Wen
children, they were excused fromexertion in order "to enrich the
m nd." They could play an instrument of nusic, but were not educated to
take responsibility. They enjoyed burying their mnds in novels, but
had no |l ove to keep their houses in order. They were as inconpetent for
the responsi ble position of nothers as a girl of fifteen years. Econony
of nmeans they knew nothing of, and yet these are the nothers that are
bringing up children to take their place upon the stage of action, to
act their part in the drama of life. The characters of youth shoul d not
be spoiled by over-fond nmothers. Parents should consider that as they
negl ect to thoroughly educate their daughters in donestic |abors and
econony, they are giving characters to them which will nmake their
future married lives mserable. There will be disappoi nted husbands and
negl ected children, because of inefficient wives and nothers. EE G W
[Cf: ST 04-29-75 para. 08] p. 23, Para. 1, [1875M5]

June 18, | spoke to the people fromthe third and fourth chapters of
Mal achi, reading fromthe 13th verse of the third chapter to the 3rd
verse of the fourth chapter. | had freedomin speaking, and al

listened with deep interest. And mpi stened eyes showed that many hearts
were touched. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 01] p. 23, Para. 2, [1875Ms].

My husband spoke in the afternoon upon the sacredness of the work for
the present tine, the inportance of all who |abor in the cause of God
taki ng broader views of the work, and followi ng in his opening
provi dence. He was very free, and his words nade a marked i npression
upon the congregation. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 02] p. 23, Para. 3,

[ 1875MS] .

After he closed his remarks | was requested to speak nore especially
for the benefit of the Danes present. | inproved one hour, Bro.
Matteson interpreting. | spoke of the m ssionary work that should be
done by those of different |anguages who enbraced the truth, in
carrying the nmessage of nercy and of warning to those of their nation.
| mentioned the work in other countries, that there were Sabbat h-
keepers scattered all through Europe, that our publications were
finding access to |large nunbers of the different nations, and that, as
the result they were being led to search their Bibles, and there find
the truth which is to us so precious. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 03] p



23, Para. 4, [1875Mg].

VWhile relating the wonderful work of God in bringing the light of
truth to those of other nations, our Anerican brethren present, as wel
as those of other tongues, were deeply interested, and | felt my own
soul blessed. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 04] p. 23, Para. 5, [1875M5].

In the evening, Bro. Smith spoke to a |arge congregation with
cl earness and freedom All listened with great interest to his
di scourse. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 05] p. 24, Para. 1, [1875Ms].

June 19, at half-past five in the norning, the people assenbl ed under
the large tent for prayer and conference neeting. Several prayers were
of fered and many interesting testinonies borne. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para.
06] p. 24, Para. 2, [1875M5]

One aged sister, with |ight and peace expressed in her countenance,
spoke of the gratitude she felt in her heart for the privilege of
attendi ng the canpneeting, and that her heart was so deeply affected
while sister Wiite was dwel ling upon the work of the Lord in the earth
that it seenmed nore than her feeble frame could well endure. She
expressed her desire to be anong those who were doing the work of God,
to whom he would finally say, "Well done, good and faithful servant,
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 07] p
24, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Anot her sister said she felt reproved by the Spirit of the Lord, that
she had followed himat too great a distance, but would cone nearer to
God. Anot her expressed her desire that the truth should have a
sanctifying influence upon her affections and will, that she m ght give
a better exanple to the world. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 08] p. 24, Para.
4, [1875M5].

A young Dani sh brother expressed his desire for a new conversion to
God, adding that he did not want to say nore of the truth than he |ived
out. Another brother said he had just started out to obey the
conmandnents of God, that he could find no other way of getting into
Heaven than by willing obedience to all of God's comrandments. [Cf: ST
07-22-75 para. 09] p. 24, Para. 5, [1875M5].

Many of the |onely ones have come, sone a |long distance, to attend
this nmeeting and are anxious to express their gratitude for the
privilege. One sister said she had not had the privilege of neeting
with the people of God since the canpneeti ng one year ago, that the
paper and her Bible were all the preaching she had had. [Cf: ST 07-22-
75 para. 10] p. 24, Para. 6, [1875M9].

A M. C, who is dwelling upon nodern holiness, wanted a discourse
given to those hungering after righteousness. My husband spoke on that
point, as to what constituted Bible sanctification, stating that those
who clained to be enjoying sanctification while living in opposition to
the Sabbath of the fourth commandnent, had the spurious article. He
quoted the words of the apostle in defining "sin" as the "transgression

of the law." And the words of Paul, "I had not known sin but by the
aw. " And those of the bel oved disciple, "And hereby do we know that we
know him if we keep his commandments. He that saith, | know him and

keepeth not his comandnents, is a liar, and the truth is not in him



But whoso keepeth his word in himverily is the I ove of God perfected,;
hereby know we that we are in him" Here is the only genuine Bible
sanctification. The sinner is required to exercise repentance toward
God for the transgression of his law, and faith in Jesus Christ, the
sinner's advocate. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 11] p. 24, Para. 7,

[ 1875M5] .

Anot her testinmony was borne, then nmy husband nade sone remarks in
reference to the neeting. He stated that he had been thinking ever
since he had started out to attend the canpneetings, if there could not
be sonme way devised, that, as soon as the brethren and sisters cane to
t he neeting, they would become workers, all going to work at the first
of the neeting. He stated that this was not the tine nor place to
consune precious nmonments in repeating the sane testinonies over and
over again, that there were nen and wonmen who felt burdened, from whom
we wi shed to hear, those who felt the burden for souls out of Christ.
[Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 12] p. 25, Para. 1, [1875Mg5]

He stated that a yearly gathering cost much tine and expense, farners
had come at great sacrifice, some had brought their unconverted
children, hoping that their hearts would be touched, that there was
great need of individual effort in the famly tents, that too nuch
precious tinme should not be spent in singing hymms that were not
appropriate for the occasion, and that did not really give expression
to the feelings. He exhorted all to settle into the work. He stated
that he would not bind the feelings of any soul, would not nmould their
testinmoni es, but wanted the gol den nonents spent to the very best
account, that all upon this inmportant occasion should feel the
necessity of watchful ness and prayer. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 13] p
25, Para. 2, [1875M5].

He further remarked in regard to that val uel ess, bogus sanctification
which | eaves the Father and his |aw out of the question. He stated that
when our hearts kindle up as we read the clains of the law of God in
his word, when we can pray with the psalnst, "Open thou m ne eyes that
I may behol d wondrous things out of thy law," we are in a position to
claimthe nmerits of the blood of a crucified and risen Saviour, and may
fully rely upon the prayer of Christ to his Father for the
sanctification which comes through the belief of the truth. [Cf: ST 07-
22-75 para. 14] p. 25, Para. 3, [1875M5]

At nine AM, we again assenbled in the large tent for prayer and
conference neeting. The tent was well filled. The neeting comenced by
singing the hym:--"Just as | am-wi thout one plea, But that thy bl ood
was shed for nme, And that thou bidst ne cone to thee, O Lanb of GCod,
come, | cone." [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 15] p. 25, Para. 4, [1875Ms].

My husband foll owed with remarks appropriate to the hymm. He stated
that all may cone just as they are, without one plea, cleaving in faith
to Jesus, believing that he is not only able to, but does, forgive sin
and save to the utternost all who come unto him And that those who
exalt Christ nmust have a high estimate of the law of God. [Cf: ST 07-
22-75 para. 16] p. 25, Para. 5, [1875M5].

Many excellent testinmonies were borne with expressions of earnest
desires to settle into the work, to live out the truth, and be
sanctified by it. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 17] p. 25, Para. 6, [1875M5].



Sabbat h forenoon my husband gave a di scourse, and Bro. Matteson spoke
in the afternoon. At four o'clock, P. M, we assenbled for prayer and
conference neeting. | felt deeply for those who were backslidden from
God, and for those poor souls out of Christ. And fromthe full ness of
ny heart | spoke to those present. We then invited all to cone forward
who had backslidden, and those who w shed to accept of Christ who had
never made a profession of religion. There was a general nobve, over one
hundred came forward, several for the first tinme. Opportunity was given
for those who desired, to express their feelings. Many spoke with deep
feeling. The convicting Spirit of the Lord was in our mdst.
Confessions were made with a spirit of contrition. W then sung:--"Just
as | am-w thout one plea,"” [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 18] p. 25, Para. 7,
[ 1875M5] .

| inproved a few nonents in speaking to those who had cone forward.
Anot her verse was then sung:--"Just as | am-and waiting not To rid ny
soul of one dark blot, To thee, whose bl ood can cl eanse each spot. O
Lanb of God, |I cone, | conme." [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 19] p. 26, Para.
1, [1875M8].

A sister arose and with deep feeling said, just as | am O Lord, |
cone, | come. A boy arose, wept, but could not speak his feelings. This
was a testinmony, even nore powerful than words. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para.
20] p. 26, Para. 2, [1875M5]

The neeting continued with intense interest for nearly three hours.
Qur mnistering brethren then united in praying for those who had
separated thensel ves fromthe congregation by comng forward to seek
the Lord. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 21] p. 26, Para. 3, [1875M5].

In the evening Bro. Smth spoke to a large and attentive audience. His
subject was the United States in Prophecy. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 22]
p. 26, Para. 4, [1875M5]

Sunday norning we again net under the tent for prayer and conference
neeting. At the commencenent of the neeting several prayers were

of fered, and were followed by interesting testinonies. [Cf: ST 07-22-75
para. 23] p. 26, Para. 5, [1875Ms].

In the forenoon ny husband presented the reasons of our faith. In the
afternoon | spoke upon the subject of God in nature, and the duties of
nmothers to their children. In the evening Bro. Smith spoke upon the
mark of the beast. | regret that all our brethren did not have the
benefit of Bro. Smith's discourses on doctrinal subjects. It is
i nportant that they become well acquainted with the reasons of our
faith. Those who are detained fromthese neetings m ss a great
privilege. And those who come to our canpneetings, and are engaged in
busi ness sessions while discourses are being given at the stand, |ose
opportunities which would be of the greatest benefit to them [Cf: ST
07-22-75 para. 24] p. 26, Para. 6, [1875M5]

Tuesday norning we were awakened early by sonme taking down their tents
and preparing to | eave the ground. At quarter past six we assenbl ed at
the stand. My husband and nysel f each spoke about fifteen m nutes. Bro.
Decker was then ordained. The Spirit of the Lord rested upon us. It was
a very solemm season, tears mingled with gl adness of heart. And with



this meeting, marked with the special blessing of God, closed our good
canmpneeting. E£ G Wite. [Cf: ST 07-22-75 para. 25] p. 26, Para. 7,
[ 1875MS] .

After the children of Israel had | eft Egypt, when there was but a step
back fromfreedomto slavery, God conmanded the tabernacle to be built
fromtheir scanty neans. Their own tents were small, but they did not
plead to enlarge their own tabernacles. God's house nust first be
built. God gave themthe design he wished themto follow in building
the tabernacle. They needed no urging. Gfts and freewill offerings
cane in abundance. Their ornanments and jewelry were taken fromtheir
person and cast into the treasury, to be used to beautify and enrich
the house for God. Materials of gold, silver, brass, and ornanental
wor k, were gladly given, each soul being anxious to have an interest in
the tabernacle which was being erected for God. More than a million of
dol |l ars was expended in erecting that tabernacle. Mses did not need to
urge the people, but he had to proclaimto themthat they had enough
and their cheerful, willing | abors and offerings nust cease, for they
could not appropriate all that they had al ready brought. [Cf: ST 08-05-
75 para. 01] p. 26, Para. 8, [1875M9].

There are hearts now that are as free, willing, and anxious, to aid in
t he advancenent of the work of God as were the children of Israel. Only
| et them be assured that there is a work to be done, and that God calls
for their neans and their hearty cooperation, and they will need no
urging. [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 02] p. 27, Para. 1, [1875M5]

When we can have even a small conprehensi on of what Jesus has done for
us, we shall feel our responsibility to do all that we can for Christ.
The life of Jesus was spent in devising plans for our welfare. While we
were enemies to God, he pitied us, and canme fromthe courts of Heaven
to suffer, the just for the unjust. He died, and rose again fromthe
grave, to show his followers the way of life fromthe dead. He now
stands before his Father as our great High Priest and our advocate,
pl eadi ng our cause, and presenting our feeble progress with infinite
grace before his Father. He forgives our transgressions, and by
i mputing unto us his righteousness, he links us to the Infinite. In the
heavenly courts our Saviour stands and extends to the world the
gracious invitation, Come, ye weary, ye poor, ye hungry; cone, ye
burdened, ye heavy | aden, sin-sick souls, conme. And whosoever will, let
hi m come and partake of the waters of life freely. [Cf: ST 08-05-75
para. 03] p. 27, Para. 2, [1875M5]

Can we be too earnest, and self-sacrificing in our efforts to set the
truth before the world? Shall we plead for ease and for the pleasures
of this life, to enjoy our pleasant honmes and the society of famly and
friends, and let others do the work which nust be done in warning the
wor | d? Shall we plead as did the ungrateful ones to whom Chri st

extended the invitation to cone to supper, | pray thee have ne excused?
O shall we gird on the arnor with cheerful ness, hope, and faith, and
like valiant soldiers, be willing to engage in the thickest of the

fight, war the good warfare, share the glorious victory, and receive
the eternal reward? EE G W [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 04] p. 27, Para.
3, [1875M8].

Cl eanl i ness, neatness, and order, are indispensable to the proper
management of the househol d. But when the nother makes these the all-



i nportant duties of her life, and devotes herself to them to the

negl ect of the physical devel opment and the nental and noral training
of her children, she makes a sad m stake. The Agriculturist speaks wel
upon this subject under the head of "Unprincipled Neatness." [Cf: ST
08-05-75 para. 01] p. 27, Para. 4, [1875Ms].

"*Cleanliness is next to godliness;' but |let us never forget that
godliness is the first thing to be sought, and after that cleanliness
to any extent. |f anybody supposes that | nmean that you are to 'get
converted' in the ordinary sense of that phrase, and then go on
scrubbing and scouring with all your mght, w thout any application of
Christianity to these washboard and di shpan affairs, that person has
not made my acquai ntance. The "fruit of the Spirit is |ove, joy,
peace,' etc., and beyond all price; neatness is only a secondary
matter. [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 02] p. 28, Para. 1, [1875M5]

"We are putting cleanliness above godliness if we brush and scour
until our nerves are so wearied that good tenper becones al nost a
physi cal inpossibility; or if we keep our friends in constant dread of
maki ng a speck of dirt upon our premises; or if we allow ourselves to
be greatly put out by any disasters that happen to our carpets or
tablecloths. It is hard to bear these things, if we have not abundant
nmeans and plenty of assistance; and | do not know of anything but a
true phil osophy believed in by the heart, as well as the intellect,
that will help us through. Do we really desire to lead true |ives, and
to do our duty by our famlies? Then we nust settle in our mnds what
are the essentials to this end, and resolutely nake other matters
subordi nate. [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 03] p. 28, Para. 2, [1875Ms].

"It is neatness w thout principle that insists upon clean aprons and
polished faces for the children nore than upon gentle words and patient
synpathy with their plans and pl easures, which concerns itself nore
about flies and dust than about fam |y health and happi ness. Bri ght
wi ndows and spotl ess paint and well-scoured floors are excellent things
in their way; but if you can only secure themby a loss of all tine and
relish for reading and out-of-door recreation, have the nobl eness to
bear with sonme dirt and rags, rather than sacrifice the life for neat
or the body for raiment. For the sake of all about you, as well as for
your own sake, save your nerves from overstrain, and your intellectua
life fromstarvation. But never sacrifice cleanliness to display. Those
children are fortunate who are kept supplied with whole and cl ean
cl ot hing; but none of these things can begin to conpare in value with a
wi se nother's | ove and care in respect to the formati on of character
and the devel opment of a sound mind in a sound body. A husband has
sonmething to say 'thank you' for, whose buttons are never nissing and
whose dinner is always in good tinme and good order; but he deserves to
mss the best gifts of this |life who value these things above a wife's
conpani onship and inspiration in all things nost |ovely and of good
report."” [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 04] p. 28, Para. 3, [1875M5]

I have seen a nother whose critical eye could discern anything
i mperfect in the nmatching of the woodwork of her house, and who was
very particular to have her housecl eani ng thoroughly done at the
precise time she had set, and would carry it through frequently at the
expense of physical and spiritual health, while her children were |eft
to run in the street and obtain a street education. These children were
growi ng up coarse, selfish, rude, and di sobedient. The nother, although



she had hired hel p, was so nmuch engaged i n househol d cares that she
could not afford time to properly train her children. She let them cone
up with defornmity of character, undisciplined, and untrained. W could
but feel that the fine taste of the nother was not exercised in the
right direction, or she woul d have seen the necessity of noulding the
m nds and manners of her children, and educating themto have
symretrical characters and |lovely tenpers. [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 05]

p. 28, Para. 4, [1875M5]

If the nother had | et these things which she has allowed to claimher
first attention cone in secondarily, she would have regarded the
physical, nental, and noral training of her children of alnost infinite
i nportance. Those who take upon thenselves the responsibility of
not hers shoul d feel under the npst solemm obligation to God and to
their children, to so educate themthat they will have am able and
af fectionate dispositions, and that they will be pure in norals,
refined in taste, and lovely in character. [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 06]

p. 29, Para. 1, [1875M5].

The nother |oves her children. This is right. She cannot help it. But
this love is frequently msapplied; for it |eads her to indulge her
children to their injury. [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 07] p. 29, Para. 2,
[ 1875MS] .

For years | have | ooked upon these children with feelings of sadness,
sonmetines repeating to nyself these words: "That which ye sow, ye shal
al so reap." These children have needed the influence of a calm well-
bal anced mind. The mother's tinme could not be nore profitably spent
than in seeking heavenly wi sdom and in studying howto train her
children for God. If she would succeed she should have a firmtrust in
God, and that cheerful, hopeful m nd and peaceful tenper which flows
frompure religious principles. Every effort nade in this direction
will repay her tenfold. [Cf: ST 08-05-75 para. 08] p. 29, Para. 3,

[ 1875MS] .

If nothers neglect to properly educate their children, their neglect
is reflected back upon them agai n, meking their burdens and
perplexities harder than they woul d have been if they had devoted tine
and patient care in training their children to obedi ence and
subm ssion. It will pay in the end for nothers to nake the fornation of
the characters of their children their first and hi ghest consideration
that the thorns nay not take root and yield an abundant harvest. God
calls upon nothers to becone co-workers with himin the formation of
the character of their children, instead of wasting their tine in
needl ess | abor to make display in their houses for the eyes of
visitors, while their children are conming up with characters that are
war ped and deformed. They are not trained for useful ness, and their
m nds nol ded that they may have self-denial and self-control, having
beautiful characters that angels can |ove. The inward adorning the
ornanent of a nmeek and quite spirit God values. In conparison with
this, outward ornanentation is but little consequence. [Cf: ST 08-05-75
para. 09] p. 29, Para. 4, [1875M5]

Mot hers have a sacred mission in directing and educating the m nds of
their children. They should not be so engrossed with the artificial and
burdened with care that they cannot have time to educate their children
from God's great book of nature, inpressing their young mnds with the



beauti es of opening buds and flowers. The lofty trees, the lovely birds
caroling forth their happy songs to their Creator, speak to their
senses of the goodness, mercy, and benevol ence of God. Every |eaf and
flower with their varied tints, perfumng the air, teach themthat God
is love. Al that is good and |lovely and beautiful in this world speaks
to them of the love of our Heavenly Father. The character of God they
may discern in his created works. Parents should inprove every
opportunity to inpress their children by connecting in their mnds God
with the things of nature, that they may | ook up through nature to
nature's God. Lead your children to regard God as the Creator of al
things, and to reverence and fear himwho is exalted above the heavens,
and to | ove him because he first |oved them The evidences of his |ove
t hey have on every hand, speaking to them through the glories of

nature. Your tenporal matters may be neglected rather than the heart
wants and culture of the m nds of your children. E. G Wite. [Cf: ST
08-05-75 para. 10] p. 29, Para. 5, [1875M5]

[The following letter fromsister Wiite was witten while traveling
fromone neeting to another. On the cars, and in the depots, wherever
she could find opportunity, she has penned a few lines which we are
pl eased to present to the readers of the Signs.-W C. W] [Cf: ST 08-
12-75 para. 01] ©p. 30, Para. 1, [1875Mg9]

Qur third canpneeting is closed. W have been well cared for at these
nmeetings. A small tent was furnished for our use, and our neals were
prepared by kind friends, on the canpground. After the neetings were
cl osed Bro. Chase took us to his home where we shared his hospitality
taking a nights rest and a New Engl and breakfast before starting on our
way to the next meeting. On the way to Bro. Chase's, we passed through
Monr oe, where we | abored seventeen years ago with Bro. Sperry. He has

I ong since closed his |abors, to rest till the voice of Jesus shal
call the righteous fromtheir graves to a glorious, imortal life. W
work on, still waiting for Christ's appearing. [Cf: ST 08-12-75 para.

02] p. 30, Para. 2, [1875M5]

On Tuesday ni ght we were awakened by a fearful storm The |ightning
flashes followed in such quick succession as to make one bl aze of
light. The thunder, peal after peal, seemed to shake the earth. In the
norni ng the heavens presented the appearance of burnished brass. This
and anot her severe thunder stormthe next night did great damage,
shattering the forest trees, damagi ng houses, and in several cases
injuring the sleeping inmates. The railroad was washed away in severa
pl aces so del aying us that we did not reach the M nnesota Canpground
till Friday. [Cf: ST 08-12-75 para. 03] p. 30, Para. 3, [1875Ms].

It is painful to witness, as we pass fromplace to place, the
reckl ess, frivolous conduct of many of the youth. The Bible attaches
the greatest inportance to noral rectitude. The books of Modses, the
Psal ns of David, the Proverbs, the Apostles, and the teachi ngs of our
Savi our, present the idea that every one is to be tried by his
principles; not by his profession, his faith, or his appearance; for
al t hough of fine appearance, he may have hi dden sins. The heart nust be
renewed; the tree nust be made good or good fruit will not appear.
“"Marvel not" said Christ to Nicodenmus, "that | said unto you, ye mnust
be born again." A new noral taste has to be created before man will
| ove to obey the law of God. [Cf: ST 08-12-75 para. 04] p. 30, Para.
4, [1875M5].



How much | have thought upon the popul ar revivals. There are a great
many nodern inventions to renmedy the evils existing in society, but we
have seen very little enduring good result fromthem Advantage is
taken of the inpulses of the nonent, to induce nmen to profess to | eave
a sinful life. Reformation in life is needed, but the reformation nmade
under exciterment will seldom outlast the excitenent in which it
ori gi nated. Conversions made by noving the feelings by the relation of
anecdotes and sensational stories, do not bear the inpress of Heaven.
Heart work is needed. The sinner needs to have a clearly defined
under st andi ng of what sin is, and that he nmust repent of sin, which is
the transgression of the Iaw of God. When this is understood the seed
is sown for a true and thorough conversion. [Cf: ST 08-12-75 para. 05]
p. 30, Para. 5, [1875M5].

We have exanpl es of nen of debased norals who have been brought before
the law of God, the true mrror: in it they have seen the defects of
their character, and when pointed to the atoning blood of a crucified
Redeener, they accepted it as their only hope, they were truly
converted. Fromthis time their Iife was changed; they have not a
sensational religion. [Cf: ST 08-12-75 para. 06] p. 31, Para. 1,

[ 1875M5]

Davi d sinned, he transgressed the |aw of God. A prophet of God was
sent to reprove him and convict himof his error. He did not sing
af fecting songs, nor tell touching anecdotes, but he brought before
David an illustration of his own course, in a figure, and |let him pass
sentence upon hinmself, then he said, "Thou art the nman." David repented
and found pardon through Christ. And thus it nust be with the sinner
now, he nust realize the enormty of his sin, before he can exercise
true repentance and experience a thorough conversion. Ellen G Wite.
[Cf: ST 08-12-75 para. 07] p. 31, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Sonme nothers are at fault in releasing their daughters fromtoil and
care. By so doing they encourage themin indol ence. The excuse these
not hers sonetinmes plead is, "My daughters are not strong." But they
take the sure course to make them weak and inefficient. Well-directed
| abor is just what they require to nmake them strong, vigorous,
cheerful, happy, and courageous to neet the various trials with which
this life is beset. [Cf: ST 08-19-75 para. 01] p. 31, Para. 3,

[ 1875M5] .

Mot hers, labor will not injure your daughters so rmuch as indol ence
will. Do they feel weary at the close of their day's duties? A night's
rest will refresh and invigorate them and in the norning they will be

prepared to engage again in useful labor. [Cf: ST 08-19-75 para. 02]
p. 31, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Many nothers are too ready to shield their delicate, ease-Iloving,

pl easur e- seeki ng, daughters fromcare and responsibility, as though
they feared that a little care would injure them These nothers nake a
sad mstake. In lifting responsibilities fromtheir daughters, they
make theminefficient for useful |abor, and render them useless so far
as practical life is concerned. [Cf: ST 08-19-75 para. 03] p. 31
Para. 5, [1875M9].

Their education has a tendency to neke them thoughtless of others.



They are frivol ous, and, perhaps, vain. Their m nds are occupied with
t henmsel ves. Their own anusenents and selfish gratifications are their
chi ef study. They becone proud, unteachable, and unam able. They fancy
t hensel ves delicate in health, when they have the powers within them
if called into exercise, to make useful, working wonmen. [Cf: ST 08-19-
75 para. 04] p. 31, Para. 6, [1875M5].

I ndol ence is a curse to them They learn the fashionable, sinpering,
and artificial lisping, so commopn with spoiled young | adies.
Affectation is seen in alnpst every action. They are amused with
t henmsel ves, and are thoughtless of others. They live upon the plenty
whi ch surrounds themin their parental homes, and depend upon the
bounty given them of their parents. They |ean upon parental strength,
and fail to acquire the power of dependi ng upon thenselves. And those
of this class are unprepared for the stern realities of life. They nmke
no provision for the | osses and di sappoi ntnents of this inconstant
life. They may be deprived of property and of parents. Wat then, wll
they | ean upon? They have not acquired a principle of self-support, of
nobl e i ndependence and self reliance, and they droop through mnurnuring,
di sappoi ntrent, and di scouragenent. They may then regret the defects in
t heir education, and blane their nmothers for them These are sone of
the many fruits of a nother's m staken fondness. [Cf: ST 08-19-75 para.
05] p. 31, Para. 7, [1875M5].

Inactivity weakens the system God nmade nen and wonen to be active and
useful. Nothing can increase the strength of the young |i ke proper
exercise of all the nuscles in useful Iabor. But the indul gent nother
frequently sacrifices her life in her msguided affection for her
children. And are they, in any way, benefited by the great sacrifice of
the precious strength of the nother? No; they are positively and
permanently injured. They are taught to think and care only for
thensel ves. "Just as the twig is bent, the tree inclines." [Cf: ST 08-
19-75 para. 06] p. 32, Para. 1, [1875M5]

Especially is this the case with those daughters who are nore directly
under the influence of the nmother. She should instruct her daughters
not to yield to indispositions and slight ailments. If they conplain of
inability to | abor, they should not be urged to eat. They should be
taught that if they are unable to performlight |abor, the systemis
not in a condition to take care of food. They should fast for one or
two neals, and drink only pure, soft water. The loss of a neal or two
wi |l enable the overburdened systemto overcone slight indispositions;
and even graver difficulties may be overconme by this sinple process.
[Cf: ST 08-19-75 para. 07] p. 32, Para. 2, [1875Ms].

It is very injurious for persons in full flesh to lie in bed, sinply
because they feel sick. Sone, even while thus inactive, eat regularly.
The physical, nental, and noral powers are enfeebled by indolence. [Cf
ST 08-19-75 para. 08] p. 32, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Mot hers, if your daughters are surrounded with plenty, do not neke
this an excuse for neglecting to give them an education in the usefu
branches of househol d | abor. Do not encourage themin indol ence, or
allow frivol ous enpl oynent of their time. You should help your children
to acquire a know edge, that, if necessary, they could live by their
own | abor. You should teach themto be decided in following the calls
of duty. [Cf: ST 08-19-75 para. 09] p. 32, Para. 4, [1875M5].



Young friends, learn to | ean upon divine strength. Al other, in
conmparison with this, is feebleness. Al though you may feel weak, you
may | ook to God by faith, for energy to make your efforts efficient. In
the strength of your Redeenmer, you can follow in the path of duty. You
can stand in his strength self-reliant, with noble independence,
working with diligence to devel op good physical, nmental, and noral
strength. You can do this while you depend upon the grace of your
Redeener to aid you in your efforts. Follow in the path of duty, and
you nmay be assured that the dangers, trials, toils, and conflicts, of
life, will never intrude their dark shadows in the mansions Christ is
preparing for the faithful. [Cf: ST 08-19-75 para. 10] p. 32, Para. 5,
[ 1875M5]

"And God shall w pe away all tears fromtheir eyes, and there shall be
no nore death, neither sorrow, nor crying; neither shall there be any
nore pain; for the former things have passed away." E. G Wite. [Cf
ST 08-19-75 para. 11] p. 33, Para. 1, [1875M5].

Alife of fashion takes fromthe sinplicity and attractive beauties of
nature. Qur artificial habits deprive us fromenjoying the natural, and
unfit us for practical life. How can Christian nothers, in the
education of their children, followin the steps of the nultitude, and
bow at the shrine of fashion? [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 01] p. 33, Para.
2, [1875M5]

To live fashionably is an expensive, as well as thankless, life. Mich
time and means are squandered nmerely to create sensation in fashionable
soci ety, which the Master has intrusted to his professed people, with
which to bless the needy, and to advance his cause. Garnents are
prepared with nmuch | abor and great expenditure of neans, to beautify
the person, and nmke the outward appearance beautiful; vyet,
notwi thstanding all this artificial adornnment, they poorly conpare with
the beauty of the sinplest flower of nature. [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 02]
p. 33, Para. 3, [1875M5]

The Redeemer of the world, in giving his | essons of trust to his

di sciples, points themto the lilies of the field, and says, "Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow, they toil not, neither do they
spin, and yet | say unto you, that even Solonon in all his glory was
not arrayed |ike one of these." The great anmpunt of needless toil to
make the outward appearance attractive by artificial decorations is
frequently at the sacrifice of health. After all the preparations that
variety and pride can suggest, those who thus adorn thensel ves cannot
bear conparison, in all their costly array, to the sinple, natural lily
of the field. [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 03] p. 33, Para. 4, [1875M9].

I would inpress upon Christian nothers the necessity of being awake to
the fact that every act of their lives is telling upon the future of
their children, and is formng their characters to be swayed by the
custons of society, or is giving themcorrect views of truth and right
principles, as the basis of their actions. Many Christian nothers fee
conpel l ed, through false views, to fall into the customs of society,
and the tide of fashion. Wth their mature experience they nmay be
better able to withstand the current of fashionable life, and avoid its
downward and vici ous tendencies; but in adorning their houses, and in
arraying their children according to the custom of fashionable society,



they are giving exanples to their children, and surrounding themwth
an influence, that is calculated to foster pride, vanity, and

sel fishness, and they are swept in with the current of fashion
drifting, drifting, away fromtrue goodness and away from God. [Cf: ST
12-09-75 para. 04] p. 33, Para. 5, [1875M5].

How many precious hours are occupi ed by parents in the education of
their children for fashionable miseries, for lives that are worse than
| ost. How much nore profitable would be the | essons given to their
children of the wonderful works of God in nature, seen in the sinple,
yet delicate, beautifully tinted flowers. Parents can teach their
children that all the display and costly adornings cannot conpare in
beauty and glory to one of God's nodest flowers. The m nds of children
should be led to see the holl owness of fashionable Iife. [Cf: ST 12-09-
75 para. 05] p. 33, Para. 6, [1875M5]

Parents shoul d overcone desires of living for appearance. They shoul d
rather devote tinme to nmake their children happy at their hones, that
they may | ove the society of their parents; making themtheir
confidants and advi sers, and enjoying useful enploynent, acquiring a
taste for the natural, rather than the artificial. W should inprint
upon our children's mnds that they are not their own, to go, and cone,
and dress, and act, as they please. They are God's property, purchased
by the sacrifice of the life of Christ; and their life is not to be
idled away in indolence, or in seeking their own pleasures. |If they
possess personal attractions, and rare natural abilities, greater care
shoul d be taken in their education, |est these endowrents be turned to
a curse, and are so used as to disqualify themfor the sober realities
of this life, and, through flattery, and vanity, and |ove of display,
unfit themfor the better life. [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 06] p. 34,
Para. 1, [1875Mg]

Qur children should be carefully instructed in regard to their own
bei ng, and the obligations, relations, and duties of |ife. They should
be taught that their life is not to be wasted in vanity, folly, and
pride; for God has given themlife to be inproved. They should teach
them that they have a place to fill, a part to act, and an object to
gain. They shoul d educate them not to be carried, but to bear burdens,
to deny self, and to practice self-control. [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 07]
p. 34, Para. 2, [1875M5]

Mot hers, the tine devoted by many of you, with busied fingers and
wearied eyes, diligently working in trimmng, or in enbroidering a
skirt or dress, to attract admration and envy by those who cannot have
these extras, is poorly spent. In the end it will prove to you like the
appl es of Sodom beautiful w thout, but ashes within. You are, in thus
devoting tinme and neans for display, teaching your children to | ove
these things. "As the twig is bent, the tree inclines.” As your sons
and daughters becone ol der, approachi ng manhood and wormanhood, you
nourn that their mnds are frivolous, and absorbed in their pleasures,

i n fashi onabl e dress, and outward display, while they have but little
sense of their obligations to their parents, or to their God. They
frequently have a positive disrelish for useful |abor, or to lighten

t he burdens borne by their parents. [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 08] p. 34,
Para. 3, [1875M9].

The seed that the parents have sown in the hearts of their children



has sprung up, and is yielding an abundant harvest. The | essons they
have taught their children are put into practical use. They are what
their parents nmade them They do not possess noral worth, or noble

i ndependence. They follow in the wake of fashion, and live to be
petted, and flattered, and admred. Qutward show is the anbition of
their worse than useless lives. [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 09] p. 34,
Para. 4, [1875M5]

Qur children should be instructed that they may be intelligent in
regard to their own physical organism They can at an early age, by
patient instruction, be made to understand that they shoul d obey the
aws of their being, if they would be free from pain and di sease. They
shoul d understand that their |ives cannot be useful, if they are
crippled by disease. Neither can they please God if they bring sickness
upon thensel ves by the disregard of nature's laws. [Cf: ST 12-09-75
para. 10] p. 35, Para. 1, [1875M5]

Many professedly Christian parents follow the exanple of the nultitude
in their conformty to the world. Parents, you have taken the
responsibility of bringing children into the world, w thout any voice
of theirs, and you are responsible for the |lives and souls of your
children. They have the attractions of the world to fascinate and
allure. You can educate themso as to fortify themagainst its
corrupting influence. You can train themto bear life's
responsibilities, and to realize their obligations to God, truth, and
duty, and the bearing that their actions will have upon their future
immortal |ife. Many needl ess things are nade of the first inportance,
even by Christian parents, in the education of their children. A close
i nvestigation, enlightened by the Spirit of God, would reveal to these
parents that a great share of the burdens and fatigue of |life they
suffer, God has not bound upon them but they gather them upon
thensel ves in doing the very things God has expressly forbidden themto
do. [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 11] p. 35, Para. 2, [1875M5]

"And be not conforned to this world; but be ye transforned by the
renewi ng of your nmind, that ye nmay prove what is that good, and
acceptabl e, and perfect, will of God." Many professed Christian
parents, in order to gratify their children, |abor, and expend neans,
wear away their strength, and even sacrifice their lives, in order to
have their children keep pace with fashion. As | have seen these
parents worrying, and conplaining of trials, and tenptations, and
darkness, and gloom fretting their way through life, carrying their
unnecessary | oad of care, | have been reni nded of the words of Christ
to the Pharisees, "Ye tithe mint and rue, and all manner of herbs, and
pass over judgnment, and the love of God." [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 12]
p. 35, Para. 3, [1875MS].

There is a natural tendency with all to be sentinmental, rather than
practical. In view of this fact, it is inportant that parents, in the
education of their children, should direct and train their ninds to
Il ove truth, duty, and self-denial, and to possess nobl e i ndependence,
to choose to be right, if the majority choose to be wong. Qur children
who are receiving an education at school, should becone intelligent in
regard to their own bodies, the habitation God has given them and
bring their knowl edge to bear upon their everyday life, that they may
becone intelligent in regard to the relation their eating, dressing,
and wal ki ng, sustain to |life, health, and happiness. [Cf: ST 12-09-75



para. 13] p. 35, Para. 4, [1875Mg].

If they preserve to thensel ves sound constitutions and am abl e
tenpers, they will possess true beauty that they can wear with a divine
grace. And they will have no need to be adorned with artificials, for
these are al ways expressive of an absence of the inward adorni ng of
true noral worth. A beautiful character is of value in the sight of
God. Such beauty will attract, but not mslead. Such charns are fast
colors; they never fade. [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 14] p. 35, Para. 5,

[ 1875M8] .

Parents, here is a work before you. You nmay preserve your health by
being | ess anxious for the outward, beautifying the person with
artificial adornings, and devote your precious tine to the adorning and
beauti fying of the mind. You may, in the fear of God, take up your
negl ected duty, and train your children to formcharacters for Heaven.
The inspired apostle contrasts the inward adorning with the outward
artificial display, and pronounces it not corruptible. The ornanment of
a meek and quiet spirit he declares is of great price in the sight of
God. If we are clearly told what God val ues, we shall be inexcusable if
we continue to |love display, to idolize our bodies, and to neglect to
cultivate the inward adorning and perfect beautiful characters that God
can approve. EE G W [Cf: ST 12-09-75 para. 15] p. 36, Para. 1,

[ 1875MS] .

Shoul d all whom God has prospered with earthly riches carry out his
plan in faithfully giving a tenth of all their increase, and if they
shoul d not withhold their trespass offerings and their thank offerings,
the treasury would be constantly replenished. The sinplicity of the
pl an of systematic benevol ence does not detract fromits nerits, but
extols the wisdomof God in its arrangenent. Everything bearing the
divine stanp unites sinplicity with utility. [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 1]
p. 36, Para. 2, [1875M5]

If systenmatic benevol ence was universally adopted, according to God's
pl an, and the tithing systemcarried out as faithfully by the wealthy
as it is by the poorer classes, there would be no need of repeated and
urgent calls for neans at our |arge religious gatherings. There has
been a neglect, in the several churches, of keeping up the plan of
systemati c benevol ence, and the result has been an i npoveri shed
treasury and a backslidden church. [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 2] p. 36,
Para. 3, [1875M5]

"WIl a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have
we robbed thee? In tithes and offering. Ye are cursed with a curse; for
ye have robbed nme, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into
the store house, that there may be neat in nmine house, and prove nme now

herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the w ndows
of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it. And | will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,

and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your
vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of
hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed; for ye shall be a

del i ghtsone | and, saith the Lord of hosts." [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 3]
p. 36, Para. 4, [1875M5].

God has been robbed in tithes and in offerings. It is a fearful thing



to be guilty of withholding fromthe treasury, or of robbing CGod.

M ni sters who preach the word at our |arge gatherings feel the

si nful ness of neglecting to render to God the things that are his. They
know that God will not bless his people while disregarding his plan of
benevol ence. They seek to arouse the people to their duty by pointed,
practical discourses, show ng the danger and sinful ness of selfishness
and covetousness. Conviction fastens upon minds, and the icy chill of
sel fishness is broken. And when the call is nmade for donations to the
cause of God, sone, under the stirring influence of the neetings, are
aroused to give who otherwi se would do nothing. As far as this class is
concerned, good results have been realized. But under pressing calls
many feel the deepest who have not had their hearts frozen up with

sel fi shness. They have conscientiously kept their neans flowi ng out to
advance the cause of God. Their whole being is stirred by the earnest
appeal s made, and the very ones respond who nmay have given all their
circunstances in life would justify. [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 4] p. 36,
Para. 5, [1875M5]

But these whol ehearted, l|iberal believers, pronpted by their zeal ous

| ove for the cause, in their desire to do pronptly for the cause, judge
t hemsel ves capabl e of doing nore than God requires themto do, for
their usefulness is crippled in other directions. These willing ones
sonetines pledge to raise suns when they know not from what source they
are com ng, and sone are placed in distressing circunstances to neet
their pledges. Sone are obliged to sell their produce at great
di sadvant age. Sone have actually suffered for the conveni ences and
necessities of life, in order to neet their pledges. [Cf: RH 01-01-75
para. 5] p. 37, Para. 1, [1875M5].

There was a tine at the commencenent of our work when such sacrifice
woul d have been justified, when God woul d have bl essed all who thus
ventured out to do for his cause. The friends of truth were few, and
means were very limted. But the work has been wi dening and
strengthening until there are nmeans enough in the hands of believers to
anply sustain the work in all its departnments w thout enbarrassi ng any,
if all would bear their proportional part. The cause of God need not be
crippled in the slightest degree. The precious truth has been nade so
plain that many have taken hold of it, who have in their hands neans
whi ch God has intrusted to them for the purpose of using to advance the
interests of the truth. If these nmen of neans do their duty, there need
not be a pressure brought upon the poorer brethren. [Cf: RH 01-01-75
para. 6] p. 37, Para. 2, [1875M5]

W are in a world of plenty. If the gifts and offerings were
proportionate to the neans which each has received of God, there would
be no need of the urgent call for neans at these |arge gatherings. | am
fully convinced it is not the best plan to bring a pressure upon the
poi nt of nmeans at our canpneetings. Men and wonmen who | ove the cause of
God as they do their lives will pledge upon these occasions when their
famlies nmust suffer for the very means that they have prom sed to give
to advance the cause. Qur God is not a taskmaster, requiring the poor
man to give neans to the cause that belong to his famly to keep them
in confort and above pinching want. [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 7] p. 37,
Para. 3, [1875M5].

The call for means at our |arge canpneetings has been attended
hitherto with apparently good results so far as the wealthy are



concerned. But we fear the result of the continued effort to thus

repl enish the treasury. There will be, we fear, a reaction. Geater
effort should be put forth, by responsible nmen in the different
churches, to have all follow the plan of God's arrangenent. |f
systemati c benevolence is carried out, the urgent calls for neans at
the canpneetings for various enterprises will not be necessary. [Cf: RH
01-01-75 para. 8] p. 37, Para. 4, [1875M5]

God has devised a plan by which all may give as he has prospered them
and which will nake giving a habit wi thout waiting for special calls.
Those who can do this, and will not because of their selfishness, are
robbing their Creator, who has bestowed upon them nmeans to invest in
his cause to advance its interests. Until all shall carry out the plan
of systemmtic benevol ence, there will be a failure in comng up to the
apostolic rule. Those who minister in word and doctrine should be nen
of discrimnation. They should, while they nake general appeals, becone
acquainted with the ability of those who respond to their appeals, and
shoul d not allow the poor to pay |arge pledges. After a nman has once
consecrated a certain sumto the Lord, he feels that it is sacred and
consecrated to a holy use. This is true, and therefore our preaching
brethren should be well informed of whom they accept pledges. [Cf: RH
01-01-75 para. 9] p. 38, Para. 1, [1875M5

Each nember of the different famlies in our churches who believe the
truth may act a part in its advancenent by cheerfully adopting
systemati c benevol ence. "Let every one of you lay by himin store
[margin, by hinself at hone], . . . that there be no gatherings when
come." The burden of urging and pressing individuals to give of their
means was not designed to be the work of God's ministers. The
responsi bility should rest upon every individual who enjoys the belief
of the truth. "Let every one of you lay by himin store, as God has
prospered him" Every nmenber of the family, fromthe ol dest down to the
youngest, nmay take part in this work of benevolence. [Cf: RH 01-01-75
para. 10] p. 38, Para. 2, [1875M5]

The offerings of little children nmay be acceptable and pleasing to
God. In accordance with the spirit that pronpts the gifts will be the
val ue of the offering. The poor, by following the rule of the apostle
in laying by every week a small sum help to swell the treasury, and
the gifts are wholly acceptable with God; for they are making just as
great sacrifices as their nore wealthy brethren, and even greater. The

pl an of systematic benevolence will prove a safeguard to every fanily
agai nst tenptations to spend neans for needl ess things, and especially
will it prove a blessing to the rich in guarding themfromindulging in

extravagances. [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 11] p. 38, Para. 3, [1875Ms].

Every week the demands of God upon each fanmily are brought to m nd by
each of its nmenbers fully carrying out the plan, and as its nenbers
have deni ed thensel ves sone superfluity in order to have nmeans to put
into the treasury, |essons of value in self-denial for the glory of Cod
have been i npressed upon the heart. Once a week, each is brought face
to face with the doings of the past week--the income that he might have
had if he had been economical, and the neans he has not because of
i ndul gence. His conscience is reined up, as it were, before God, and
ei ther conmends or accuses him He learns that if he retains peace of
m nd and the favor of God, he nust eat, and drink, and dress, to his
glory. [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 12] p. 38, Para. 4, [1875M5].



Systematic action in giving in accordance with the plan keeps open the
channel of the heart in liberal gifts. W place ourselves in connection
with God, that he nay use us as channels that his gifts may fl ow
through us to others. The poor will not conplain of systematic
benevol ence; for it touches themlightly. They are not negl ected and
passed by, but are favored with acting a part in being co-workers with
Christ, and will receive the blessing of God as well as the wealthy. In
the very process of laying aside the |littles as they can spare them
they are denying self and cultivating liberality of heart. They are
educating themsel ves to good works, and are neeting the design of Cod
in the plan of systematic benevol ence as effectually as the nore
weal thy who give of their abundance. [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 13] p. 39,
Para. 1, [1875Mg5].

In the days of the apostles, nen went everywhere preaching the word.
New churches were raised up. Their love and zeal for Christ led themto
acts of great denial and sacrifice. Many of these CGentile churches were
very poor; yet the apostle declares that their deep poverty abounded to
the riches of their liberality. Their gifts were extended beyond their
power. Men periled their lives and suffered the Ioss of all things for
the truth's sake. [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 14] p. 39, Para. 2, [1875M9]

The apostle suggests the first day of the week as a proper tine to
review the course of Providence and the prosperity experienced, and in
the fear of God, with true gratitude of heart for the bl essings he has
best owed, deci de how nuch, according to his own devised plan, shall be
rendered back to him [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 15] p. 39, Para. 3,

[ 1875MS] .

God has designed that the exercise of benevol ence should be purely
vol untary, not having recourse even to el oquent appeals to excite
synpathy. "The Lord |oveth a cheerful giver." He is not pleased to have
his treasury replenished with forced supplies. The loyal hearts of the
people of God, rejoicing in the saving truth for this time, wll,
through | ove and gratitude to himfor this precious |ight, be earnest
and anxious to aid with their neans in sending the truth to others. The
very best manner to give expression to our |ove for our Redeener, is to
gi ve and make offerings to bring souls to the know edge of the truth.
[Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 16] p. 39, Para. 4, [1875M5]

The plan of redenption was entirely voluntary on the part of our
Redeener, and it is the purpose of Christ that all our benevol ence
should be freewill offerings. EE G W [Cf: RH 01-01-75 para. 17] p.
39, Para. 5, [1875M5].

"I am doing a great work," says Nehem ah, "so that | cannot cone down.
Wiy shoul d the work cease whilst | |leave it, and come down to you?"
[Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 1] p. 39, Para. 6, [1875M5

God's people, in this inportant tinme for the church, should not rel ax
their watchful ness or vigilance for one nonent. Satan is upon our
track. He is deternined to overcone God's comandnent keeping peopl e,

with his tenptations. If we give no place to the devil, but resist his
devi ces steadfast in the faith, we shall have strength to depart from
all iniquity. Those who keep the commandments of God will be a power in

the land, if they live up to their light and their privileges. They may



be patterns of piety, holy in heart and in conversation. W shall not
have ease, that we nay cease watchful ness and prayer. As the tine draws
near for Christ to be revealed in the clouds of Heaven, Satan's
tenptations will be brought to bear with greater power upon those who
keep God's commandnents, for he knows that his tine is short. [Cf: RH
01-28-75 para. 2] p. 40, Para. 1, [1875M5].

The work of Satan will be carried on through agents. M nisters who
hate the | aw of God will enploy any neans to |lead souls fromtheir
loyalty. Qur bitterest foes will be anong this class of persons. Their

hearts are fully determ ned to make war agai nst those who keep the
commandnents of God and have the faith of Jesus. This class feel that
it is avirtue to talk, to wite, and act out, the nost bitter hatred
agai nst us. We need not |ook for fair dealing, or for justice, at their
hands. Many of them are inspired by Satan with i nsane nmadness agai nst

those who are keeping the commandnents of God. We will be nmaligned and
m srepresented, all our nmotives and actions will be m sjudged, and our
characters will be attacked. The wath of the dragon will be manifested

in this manner. But | saw that we should not be in the | east

di scouraged. Qur strength is in Jesus, our advocate. If we, in humlity
and hunble trust, hold fast to God, he will give us grace and heavenly
wi sdomto withstand all the wiles of Satan, and to come off victors.
[Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 3] p. 40, Para. 2, [1875M5].

It will not increase our influence, or bring us into favor with God,
to come down fromour great work to their level in nmeeting their
sl anders. There are those who will resort to any species of deception

and gross fal sehood, to gain their object and deceive souls, and to
cast stigma upon the |aw of God and those who | ove to obey his
commandnents. They will repeat the nost inconsistent and vile

fal sehoods, over and over, until they nmake thensel ves believe that they
are truth. These are the strongest argunents they have to use agai nst
the Sabbath of the fourth commandnent. We should not allow our feelings
to control us, and divert us fromthe work of warning the world. [Cf

RH 01-28-75 para. 4] p. 40, Para. 3, [1875M5]

The case of Nehemiah is a forcible illustration. He was engaged in
buil ding the walls of Jerusalem and the enenies of God were detern ned
that the walls should not be built. "But it came to pass, that when
Sanbal | at, and Tobi ah, and the Arabians, and the Amopnites, and the
Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusal em were nmade up, and the
breaches began to be stopped, then they were very woth, and conspired
all of themtogether to cone and to fight against Jerusalem and to
hinder it." [Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 5] p. 40, Para. 4, [1875M5].

In this case, a spirit of hatred and opposition to the Hebrews forned
the bond of union, and created the nutual synpathy anong different
bodi es of nen, who otherw se might war against each other. This wll
illustrate what we frequently witness in our day in the existing union
of men of different denom nations to oppose the present truth, whose
only bond seens to be that which is dragonic in its nature, manifesting
hatred and bitterness agai nst the renmmant who keep the conmandnments of
God. This is especially seen anong those who seemto be fanbus in
hati ng and sl andering each other, when they can spare tinme fromtheir
efforts to misrepresent, slander, and in every way abuse Sevent h-day
Adventists. "Neverthel ess we nade our prayer unto our God, and set a
wat ch agai nst them day and ni ght, because of them" [Cf: RH 01-28-75



para. 6] p. 41, Para. 1, [1875M5].

We are in constant danger of becomi ng self-sufficient, relying upon
our own wi sdom and not making God our strength. Nothing disturbs Satan
so nmuch as our not being ignorant of his devices. If we feel our
dangers, we shall feel the need of prayer as did Nehem ah, and, |ike
him we shall obtain that sure defense that will give us security in
peril. If we are careless and indifferent, we shall surely be overcone
by Satan's devices. W nust be vigilant. While, |ike Neheniah, we
resort to prayer, taking all our perplexities and burdens to God, we
shoul d not feel that we have nothing to do. W are to watch as well as
pray. We should watch the work of our adversaries, |est they gain
advantage in deceiving souls. We should, in the wi sdomof Christ, make
efforts to defeat their purposes, while, at the sane tine, we do not
suffer themto call us fromour great work. Truth is stronger than
error. Righteousness will prevail over wong. [Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 7]
p. 41, Para. 2, [1875M5]

The Lord's people are seeking to heal the breach which has been nade
in the law of God. "And they that shall be of thee shall build the old
waste places; thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations;
and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, the restorer of
paths to dwell in. If thou turn away thy foot fromthe Sabbath, from
doi ng thy pleasure on ny holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the
holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor him not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words;
then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to
ri de upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage
of Jacob thy father; for the nmouth of the Lord hath spoken it." [Cf: RH
01-28-75 para. 8] p. 41, Para. 3, [1875M5].

This disturbs the enem es of our faith, and every neans is enployed to
hi nder us in our work. And yet the brokendown wall is going steadily
up. The world is being warned, and many are turning away from tranpling
under their feet the Sabbath of Jehovah. God is in this work, and man
cannot stop it. The angels of God are working with the efforts of God's
faithful servants, and steadily the work advances. [Cf: RH 01-28-75
para. 9] p. 41, Para. 4, [1875M5].

We shall neet with opposition of every description, as did the

buil ders of the walls of Jerusalem but if we watch and pray, and work
as they did, God will fight our battles for us and give us precious
victories. Nehem ah "clave unto the Lord and departed not from
following him but kept his commandnents which the Lord commanded
Moses, and the Lord was with him" [Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 10] p. 42,
Para. 1, [1875M5].

Messengers were sent repeatedly, soliciting a conference with

Nehem ah, but he refused to neet them Bold threats were nmade of what
they proposed to do, and nessengers were sent to harangue the people
engaged in their work of building. They presented flattering

i nducements, and prom sed thema freedom fromrestraint, and wonderfu
privileges, if they would unite their interest with them and cease
their work of building the walls of Jerusalem [Cf: RH 01-28-75 para.
11] p. 42, Para. 2, [1875Ms].

But the people were commanded not to engage in controversy with their



enenmi es, and to answer them not a word, that no advantage of words

m ght be given them Threatenings and ridicule were resorted to. They
sai d, "Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he will even break
down their stone wall." Sanballat "was woth, and took great

i ndi gnation, and nocked the Jews." Nehem ah prays, "Hear, O our Cod;
for we are despised; and turn their reproach upon their own head." [Cf
RH 01-28-75 para. 12] p. 42, Para. 3, [1875M5]

"And | sent nmessengers unto them saying, | amdoing a great work, so
that | cannot cone down. Wiy should the work cease, whilst | leave it,
and come down to you? Yet they sent unto ne four tines after this sort;
and | answered them after the sane manner. Then sent Sanballet his
servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in
his hand." [Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 13] p. 42, Para. 4, [1875M5].

We shall receive the nost fierce opposition fromthat class who oppose
the aw of God. But |ike the builders of the walls of Jerusalem we
shoul d not be diverted and hi ndered fromour work by reports, by
nmessengers desiring discussion or controversy, or by intimdating
threats, the publication of falsehoods, or any of the devices Satan may
i nstigate. Qur answer should be, We are engaged in a great work, and we
cannot come down. We shall sonetinmes be perplexed to know what course
we should pursue, to preserve the honor of the cause of God, and to
vindicate his truth. [Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 14] p. 42, Para. 5,

[ 1875MS] .

The course of Neheni ah should have a strong bearing upon our minds, as
to the manner of neeting this kind of opponents. We should take al
these things to the Lord in prayer, as Nehem ah made his supplication
to God while his own spirit was hunbled. He clung to God with
unwavering faith. This is the course we should pursue. Tinme is too
precious for the servants of God to devote to vindicating their
character bl ackened by those who hate the Sabbath of the Lord. W
shoul d nmove forward with unwaveri ng confidence, believing that God will
give to his truth great and precious victories. In hunmlity, neekness,
and purity of life, relying upon Jesus, we shall carry a convincing
power with us that we have the truth. [Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 15] p
42, Para. 6, [1875M5].

We do not understand the faith and confi dence we may have in God, the
great blessings which faith will give us, as is our privilege. An

i mportant work is before us. W are to obtain a noral fitness for
Heaven. Qur words and our exanple are to tell upon the world. Angels of
God are actively engaged in nministering to the children of God.

Preci ous promises are upon record on condition of our obedience to
God's requirements. Heaven is full of the richest of blessings, al
waiting to be communicated to us. If we feel our need, and come to Cod
in sincerity and in earnest faith, we shall be brought into close
connection with Heaven, and shall be channels of light to the world.
[Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 16] p. 43, Para. 1, [1875M5].

The warni ng needs to be often sounded, "Be sober, be vigilant, because
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, wal keth about, seeking
whom he may devour." [Cf: RH 01-28-75 para. 17] p. 43, Para. 2,

[ 1875MS] .

The conflict of Christ with Satan in the wilderness will be regarded



with sacred interest by every true follower of Christ. W should have
feelings of the deepest gratitude to our Redeener for teaching us by
his own exanple how to resist and overcone Satan. Jesus did not visit
scenes of gaiety and feasting to attain the victory so essential to our
sal vation; but he went into a desolate wil|derness. Many do not even
contenplate this scene of Christ in conflict with the fallen chief.
They do not enter into synpathy with their Redeener. Sone even doubt
whet her Christ really felt the pangs of hunger in his abstinence from
food during the period of forty days and forty nights. [Cf: RH 03-04-75
para. 1] p. 43, Para. 3, [1875M5].

He who suffered death for us on Calvary's cross, just as surely
suffered the keenest pangs of hunger as that he died for us. And no
sooner did this suffering commence than Satan was at hand with his
tenptations. W have a foe no less vigilant to contend with. Satan
adapts his tenptations to our circunstances. In every tenptation he
will present sone bribe, sone apparent good to be gained. But in the
nanme of Christ we may have conplete victory in resisting his devices.
[Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 2] p. 43, Para. 4, [1875M9].

It is nore than ei ghteen hundred years since Christ wal ked upon the
earth as a man anong nmen. He found suffering and w et chedness aboundi ng
everywhere. What humiliation on the part of Christ! For, though he was
in the formof God, he took upon hinself the formof a servant. He was
rich in Heaven, crowned with glory and honor, and for our sakes he
became poor. What an act of condescension on the part of the Lord of
life and glory, that he might lift up fallen man. [Cf: RH 03-04-75
para. 3] p. 43, Para. 5, [1875M5].

Jesus did not conme to nen with conmmands and threatenings, but with
love that is without a parallel. Love begets |ove; and thus the | ove of
Christ displayed upon the cross woos and wi ns the sinner, and bi nds
him repenting, to the cross, believing and adoring the matchl ess
depths of a Saviour's love. Christ came to the world to perfect a
ri ghteous character for many, and to elevate the fallen race. But only
a fewof the millions in our world will accept the righteousness and
excel l ency of his character, and fulfill the requirenments given to
secure their happiness. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 4] p. 43, Para. 6,

[ 1875MS] .

Hi s | essons of instruction and his holy life, if foll owed, would stay
the tide of physical and moral wetchedness that has so defiled the
noral imge of God in man that he bears scarcely a resenblance to the
nobl e Adam as he stood in Eden in his holy innocency. Every prohibition
of God is for the health and eternal well-being of man. In obedience to
all the requirements of God, there will be peace and happi ness
unacconpani ed with shame or reproaches of conscience. [Cf: RH 03-04-75
para. 5] p. 44, Para. 1, [1875M5].

But very few of the Christian world are following their Master in a
course of hunbl e obedi ence, progressing in holiness and perfection of
Christian character. Intenperance and |licentiousness are greatly
i ncreasing, and are practiced to a | arge extent under the cl oak of
Christianity. This deplorable state of things is not because nmen are
obedient to God's |aw, but because their hearts rise in rebellion to
his holy precepts. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 6] p. 44, Para. 2, [1875M5].



Repent ance toward God, because his |aw has been transgressed, and
faith in Jesus Christ, are the only means whereby we may be elevated to
purity of life and reconciliation with God. Were all the sins, which
have brought the wath of God upon cities and nations, fully
under st ood, their woes and cal anmties would be found to be the results
of uncontrolled appetites and passions. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 7] p
44, Para. 3, [1875M5]

More Than One Fall.--1f the race had ceased to fall when Adam was
driven from Eden, we should now be in a far nore el evated condition
physically, nmentally, and norally. But while men deplore the fall of
Adam which has resulted in such unutterable woe, they disobey the
express injunctions of God, as did Adam although they have his exanple
to warn themfromdoing as he did in violating the | aw of Jehovah.
Woul d that man had stopped falling with Adam But there has been a
succession of falls. Men will not take warning from Adani s experi ence.
They wi Il indul ge appetite and passion in direct violation of the |aw
of God, and at the sanme tine continue to nourn Adam s transgression
whi ch brought sin into the world. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 8] p. 44,
Para. 4, [1875M9].

From Adam s day to ours there has been a succession of falls, each
greater than the last, in every species of crine. God did not create a
race of beings so devoid of health, beauty, and noral power as now
exists in the world. Disease of every kind has been fearfully
i ncreasi ng upon the race. This has not been by God's especia
provi dence, but directly contrary to his will. It has come by man's
di sregard of the very neans which God has ordained to shield himfrom
the terrible evils existing. Obedience to God's law in every respect
woul d save nmen from i ntenperance, |icentiousness, and di sease of every
type. No one can violate natural |aw without suffering the penalty.
[Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 9] p. 44, Para. 5, [1875M5].

What man woul d, for any sum of noney, deliberately sell his nenta
capabilities? Should one offer himnmoney if he would part with his
intellect, he would turn with disgust fromthe insane suggestion. Yet
t housands are parting with health of body, vigor of intellect, and
el evation of soul, for the sake of gratifying appetite. Instead of
gain, they experience only loss. This they do not realize because of
their benunbed sensibilities. They have bartered away their God given
faculties. And for what? Answer. Groveling sensualities and degrading
vices. The gratification of taste is indulged at the cost of health and
intellect. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 10] p. 45, Para. 1, [1875M5]

Christ conmenced the work of redenption just where the ruin began. He
made provision to reinstate man in his Godlike purity if he accepted
the hel p brought him Through faith in his all-powerful nane--the only
name gi ven under Heaven whereby we may be saved--man coul d overcone
appetite and passion, and through his obedience to the | aw of God,
health woul d take the place of infirmties and corrupting di seases.
Those who overcone will follow the exanple of Christ by bringing bodily
appetites and passion under the control of enlightened consci ence and
reason. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 11] p. 45, Para. 2, [1875Ms].

If mnisters who preach the gospel would do their duty, and would al so
be ensanples to the flock of God, their voices would be lifted up Iike
a trunpet to show the people their transgressions and the house of



Israel their sins. Mnisters who exhort sinners to be converted should
distinctly define what sin is and what conversion fromsinis. Sinis
the transgression of the Iaw. The convicted sinner nust exercise
repentance toward God for the transgression of his law, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 12] p. 45, Para.
3, [1875M8].

The apostle gives us the true definition of sin. "Sinis the
transgression of the law." The | argest class of Christ's professed
ambassadors are blind guides. They | ead the people away fromthe path
of safety by representing the requirements and prohibitions of the
ancient |aw of Jehovah as arbitrary and severe. They give the sinner
license to overstep the limts of God's law. In this they are |like the
great adversary of souls, opening before thema life of freedomin
viol ation of God's commandnents. Wth this | awl ess freedom the basis of
noral responsibility is gone. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 13] p. 45, Para.
4, [1875M5].

Those who follow these blind | eaders close the avenues of their souls
to the reception of truth. They will not allow the truth with its
practical bearings to affect their hearts. The | argest nunber brace
their souls with prejudice against new truths, and al so agai nst the
clearest |ight which shows the correct application of an old truth, the
| aw of God, which is as old as the world. The intenperate and
licentious delight in the oft repeated assertion that the |aw of the
ten commandnents is not binding in this dispensation. Avarice, thefts,
perjuries, and crinmes of every description, are carried on under the
cloak of Christianity. By Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: RH 03-04-75 para. 14]
p. 45, Para. 5, [1875M5].

Heal t h and Happi ness. --And why should not nmen do these things if the
| aw forbidding themis abolished? No nessage fromearth or Heaven can
forcibly inpress the intenperate and the |icentious who are del uded
with the theory that the |aw of ten commandnents i s abolished. Mny
prof essed ministers of Christ exhort the people to holiness of life,
while they thensel ves yield to the power of appetite, and the
defil ement of tobacco. These teachers, who are |eading the people to
despi se physical and nmoral law, will have a fearful record to neet by-
and-by. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 1] p. 46, Para. 1, [1875M9].

Heal th, truth, and happi ness, can never be advanced w thout an
intelligent know edge of, and full obedience to, the | aw of God, and
perfect faith in Jesus Christ. The Lord uses no other nmedi umthrough
which to reach the human heart. Many professed Christians acknow edge
that in the use of tobacco they are indulging a filthy, expensive, and
hurtful practice. But they excuse thenselves by saying that the habit
is formed, and they cannot overcome it. In this acknow edgnment they
yi el d homage to Satan, saying, by their actions, if not in words, that
"al though God is powerful, Satan has greater power." By profession they
say, "We are the servants of Jesus Christ," while their works say that
they yield subjection to Satan's sway, because it costs themthe |east
i nconveni ence. Is this overconm ng as Christ overcane? or is it being
overconme by tenptation? And the above apology is urged by nmen in the
mnistry, who profess to be Christ's anbassadors. [Cf: RH 03-18-75
para. 2] p. 46, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Many are the tenptations and besetnents on every side to ruin the



prospects of young nen, both for this world and the next. But the only
path of safety is for young and old to live in strict conformty to the
princi pl es of physical and noral |aw. The path of obedience is the only
path that | eads to Heaven. Al cohol and tobacco inebriates would, at
times, give any ampunt of noney if they could by so doing overcone
their appetite for these body and soul destroying indul gences. And they
who will not subject the appetites and passions to the control of
reason, will indulge themat the expense of physical and nora
obligations. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 3] p. 46, Para. 3, [1875M5].

The victinms of a depraved appetite, goaded on by Satan's continua
tenptations, will seek indul gence at the expense of health and even
life, and will go to the bar of God as self-nurderers. Many have so
Il ong allowed habit to master themthat they have becone slaves to
appetite. They have not the noral courage to persevere in self-denial
and to endure suffering for a tine through restraint and denial of the
taste, in order to nmaster the vice. This class refuse to overcone as
did their Redeenmer. Did not Christ endure physical suffering and nenta
angui sh on man's account in the wilderness? [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 4]
p. 46, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Many have so |long all owed appetite and taste to control reason that
they have not noral power to persevere in self-denial, and endure
suffering for a tine, until abused nature can take up her work, and
heal thy action be established in the system Very many with perverted
tastes, shrink at the thought of restricting their diet, and they
continue their unheal thful indulgences. They are not willing to
overconme as did their Redeemer. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 5] p. 47, Para.
1, [1875M8].

What a scene of unexanpled suffering was that fast of nearly six
weeks, while Jesus was assailed with the fiercest tenptati ons! How few
can understand the love of God for the fallen race in that he w thheld
not his divine Son fromtaking upon himthe hunmliation of humanity! He
gave up his dearly beloved to shame and agony, that he night bring nmany
sons and daughters to glory. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 6] p. 47, Para. 2,
[1875MS] .

VWhen sinful man can discern the inexpressible |ove of God in giving
his Son to die upon the cross, we shall better understand that it is
infinite gain to overcone as Christ overcane. And we shall understand
that it is eternal loss if we gain the whole world, with all its
pl easure and glory, and yet |ose the soul. Heaven is cheap enough at
any cost. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 7] p. 47, Para. 3, [1875M5].

On Jordan's banks the voice from Heaven, attended by the nmanifestation
fromthe excellent glory, proclained Christ to be the Son of the
Eternal . Satan was to personally encounter the Head of the kingdom
whi ch he canme to overthrow |If he failed, he knew that he was | ost.
Therefore, the power of his tenptations was in accordance with the
greatness of the object which he would | ose or gain. For four thousand
years, ever since the declaration was made to Adam that the seed of the
woman shoul d brui se the serpent's head, he had been planning his manner
of attack. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 8] p. 47, Para. 4, [1875M5].

He put forth his strongest efforts to overcone Christ on the point of
appetite at a time when he was enduring the keenest pangs of hunger



The victory gai ned was designed, not only to set an exanple to those
who have fallen under the power of appetite, but to qualify the
Redeener for his special work of reaching to the very depths of human
woe. By experiencing in hinmself the strength of Satan's tenptation, and
of human sufferings and infirmties, he would know how to succor those
who should put forth efforts to help thenselves. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para.
9] p. 47, Para. 5, [1875M5]

No amount of npbney can buy a single victory over the tenptations of
Satan. But that which noney is valueless to obtain, which is integrity,
determined effort, and noral power, will, through the name of Christ,
obtain noble victories upon the point of appetite. What if the conflict
shoul d cost man even his life? Wat if the slaves to these vices do
really die in the struggle to free thenselves fromthe controlling
power of appetite? they die in a good cause. And if the victory be
gai ned at the cost of human life, it is not too dearly earned if the
victor can come up in the first resurrection, and have the overconer's
reward. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 10] p. 47, Para. 6, [1875Ms].

Everything, then, is gained. But life will not be sacrificed in the

struggl e to overcone depraved appetites. And it is a certainty that

unl ess we do overcone as Christ overcane we cannot have a seat with him
upon his throne. Those who in the face of light and truth destroy
mental, noral, and physical health, by indulgence of any kind, wll

| ose Heaven. They sacrifice their God given powers to idols. God
deserves and clainms our first and highest thoughts and our holiest
affections. [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 11] p. 48, Para. 1, [1875M5].

At an infinite cost, Christ our Redeemer has purchased every faculty
and our very existence, and all our blessings in |ife have been
purchased for us with the price of his blood. Shall we accept the
bl essings, and forget the clains of the Gver? Can any of us consent to
foll ow our inclination, indulge appetites and passions, and live
wi t hout God? Shall we eat and drink |like the beast, and no nore
associ ate the thought of God with every good we enjoy than the dunb
animals? [Cf: RH 03-18-75 para. 12] p. 48, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Those who make deternmined efforts in the nane of the Conqueror to
overcome every unnatural craving of appetite will not die in the
conflict. In their efforts to control appetite, they are placing
thenmselves in right relations to life, so that they may enjoy health
and the favor of God, and have a right hold on the imortal life. [Cf
RH 03-18-75 para. 13] p. 48, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Thousands are continually selling physical, nmental, and noral vigor
for the pleasure of taste. Each of the faculties has its distinctive

of fice, and yet they all have a nutual dependence upon each other. And
if the balance is carefully preserved, they will be kept in harnonious
action. Not one of these faculties can be valued by dollars and cents.
And yet, for a good dinner, for alcohol, or tobacco, they are sold. And
whil e paralyzed by the indul gence of appetite, Satan controls the m nd,
and |l eads to every species of crime and w ckedness. God has enjoi ned
upon us to preserve every faculty in healthful vigor, that we nmay have
a clear sense of his requirenents, and that we may perfect holiness in
his fear. By Ms. E. G VWhite. (To be continued.) [Cf: RH 03-18-75
para. 14] p. 48, Para. 4, [1875Ms].



Strange Fire.--Nadab and Abi hu, the sons of Aaron, who nministered in
the holy office of priesthood, partook freely of w ne, and, as was
their usual custom went in to mnister before the Lord. The priests
who burned i ncense before the Lord were required to use the fire of
God' s ki ndling, which burned day and ni ght, and was never extingui shed.
God gave explicit directions how every part of his service should be
conducted, that all connected with his sacred worship mght be in
accordance with his holy character. And any deviation fromthe express
directions of God in connection with his holy service was puni shabl e
with death. No sacrifice would be acceptable to God whi ch was not
sal ted nor seasoned with divine fire, which represented the
conmuni cati on between God and man that was opened through Jesus Chri st
al one. The holy fire which was to be put upon the censer was kept
burni ng perpetually. And while the people of God were wi thout,
earnestly praying, the incense kindled by the holy fire was to arise
before God, mingled with their prayers. This incense was an enbl em of
the nediation of Christ. [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 1] p. 48, Para. 5,
[1875MS] .

Aaron's sons took the common fire which God did not accept, and they
offered insult to the infinite God by presenting this strange fire
before him God consunmed themby fire for their positive disregard of
his express directions. Al their works were as the offering of Cain.
There was no divine Saviour represented. Had these sons of Aaron been
in full command of their reasoning faculties they would have di scerned
the difference between the comon and sacred fire. The gratification of
appetite debased their faculties and so beclouded their intellect that
their power of discernnent was gone. They fully understood the holy
character of the typical service, and the awful solemity and
responsi bility assuned of presenting thenselves before God to mnister
in sacred service. [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 2] p. 49, Para. 1, [1875M5]

Sonme may inquire, How could the sons of Aaron have been accountabl e
when their intellects were so far paral yzed by intoxication that they
were not able to discern the difference between sacred and common fire?
It was when they put the cup to their lips that they made thensel ves
responsible for all their acts commtted while under the influence of
wi ne. The indul gence of appetite cost those priests their lives. God
expressly forbade the use of wi ne that would have an influence to
becloud the intellect. [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 3] p. 49, Para. 2,

[ 1875M5] .

“"And the Lord spake unto Aaron, saying, Do not drink wine nor strong
drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of
the congregation, lest ye die; it shall be a statute forever throughout
your generations; and that ye may put difference between holy and
unholy, and between unclean and cl ean; and that ye may teach the
children of Israel all the statutes which the Lord hath spoken unto
them by the hand of Moses.” [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 4] p. 49, Para. 3,
[ 1875MS] .

The special injunction of God to the Hebrews in reference to the use
of intoxicating liquors should be regarded in this dispensation. But
many who are hol ding the highest responsibilities in our country are,
in too many cases, liquor and tobacco slaves. [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 5]
p. 49, Para. 4, [1875M5].



Jurors in our courts, by whose verdict the innocence or guilt of their
fellow men is decided, are many of them liquor drinkers and tobacco

i nebriates. And, while under the influence of these, which becloud the
intellect and debase the soul, judgnment is given upon the |iberty and
life of their fellow nen. [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 6] p. 49, Para. 5,

[ 1875M5] .

Perverted judgnment in many cases clears fromall punishnment the
greatest crimnals, when the safety of society demands they should
receive the full penalty of the |Iaw which they have violated. [Cf: RH
03-25-75 para. 7] p. 50, Para. 1, [1875M5].

The men who are |l egislating and those who are executing the | aws of
our government, while they are violating the laws of their being in
debasi ng appetites, which stupefy and paralyze the intellect, are not
fitted to decide the destiny of their fellow nmen. Those only who fee
the necessity of keeping soul, body, and spirit, in conformty to
natural law, to the end that they may preserve the right bal ance of
their nmental powers, are fitted to decide inportant questions in
reference to the executions of the law of our land. This was the m nd
of God by decrees to the Hebrews that w ne should not be used by those
who mnistered in holy office. [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 8 p. 50, Para.
2, [1875M8].

Here we have the nost plain directions of God, and his reasons for
prohibiting the use of wine; that their power of discrimnation and
di scernnent m ght be clear, and in no way confused; that their judgnment
m ght be correct, and they be ever able to discern between the clean
and uncl ean. Another reason of weighty inmportance why they should
abstain from anything which would intoxicate, is also given. It would
require the full use of unclouded reason to present to the children of
Israel all the statutes which God had spoken to them [Cf: RH 03-25-75
para. 9] p. 50, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Anything in eating and drinking which disqualifies the nmental powers
for healthful and active exercise is an aggravating sin in the sight of
God. Especially is this the case with those who minister in holy
t hi ngs, who should at all tinmes be exanples to the people, and be in a
condition to properly instruct them [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 10] p. 50,
Para. 4, [1875Mg]

Not wi t hst andi ng they have this striking exanple before them sone
professed Christians will desecrate the house of God with breaths
polluted with the fumes of |iquor and tobacco. And the spittoons are
sonetines filled with the ejected spittle and quids of tobacco. The
effluvia is constantly arising fromthese receptacles, polluting the
at nrosphere. Men professing to be Christians bow to worshi p God, and
dare to pray to himw th their |ips stained by tobacco, while their
hal f paral yzed nerves trenble fromthe exhausting use of this powerfu
narcotic. And this is the devotion they offer to a holy, and sin-hating
God. Mnisters in the sacred desk, with mouth and lips defiled, dare to
take the sacred word of God in their polluted lips. They think God does
not notice their sinful indulgence. "Because sentence agai nst an evi
work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of nen
is fully set in themto do evil." God will no nore receive a sacrifice
fromthe hands of those who thus pollute thenselves, and offer with
their service the incense of tobacco and |iquor, than he would receive



the offering of the sons of Aaron, who offered incense with strange
fire. [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 11] p. 50, Para. 5, [1875M5].

God has not changed. He is as particular and exact in his requirenents
now as he was in the days of Mdses. But in the sanctuaries of worship
in our day, with the songs of praise, the prayers, and the teaching
fromthe pulpit, there is not nmerely strange fire, but positive
defilenment. Instead of truth's being preached with holy unction from
God, it is sonetinmes spoken under the influence of tobacco and brandy.
Strange fire indeed! Bible truth and Bible holiness are presented to
the people, and prayers are offered to God, mingled with the stench of
t obacco! Such incense is nost acceptable to Satan! A terrible deception
is this! What an offense in the sight of God! What an insult to him who
is holy, dwelling in Iight unapproachable! [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 12]

p. 51, Para. 1, [1875M5]

If the faculties of the mind were in healthful vigor, professed
Christians would discern the inconsistency of such worship. Like Nadab
and Abi hu, their sensibilities are so blunted that they make no
di fference between the sacred and common. Holy and sacred things are
brought down upon a level with their tobacconized breaths, benunbed
brains, and their polluted souls, defiled through indul gence of
appetite and passion. Professed Christians eat and drink, snmoke and
chew t obacco, and becone gluttons and drunkards, to gratify appetite,
and still talk of overcom ng as Christ overcane!! By Ms. E. G Wite.
(To be Continued.) [Cf: RH 03-25-75 para. 13] p. 51, Para. 2,
[1875MS] .

Sin of Presunption.--There are many who fail to distinguish between
the rashness of presunption and the intelligent confidence of faith.
Sat an thought that by his tenptations he could delude the world's
Redeener, to nmake one bold nove in nmanifesting his divine power, to
create a sensation, and to surprise all by the wonderful display of the
power of his Father in preserving himfrominjury. He suggested that
Christ should appear in his real character, and by this nasterpiece of
power, establish his right to the confidence and faith of the people,
that he was indeed the Saviour of the world. If Christ had been
decei ved by Satan's tenptations, and had exercised his nmiracul ous power
to relieve hinself fromdifficulty, he would have broken the contract
made with his Father, to be a probationer in behalf of the race. [Cf
RH 04-01-75 para. 1] p. 51, Para. 3, [1875M5].

It was a difficult task for the Prince of Life to carry out the plan
whi ch he had undertaken for the salvation of man, in clothing his
divinity with humanity. He had received honor in the heavenly courts,
and was famliar with absolute power. It was as difficult for himto
keep the level of humanity as it is for nen to rise above the |ow | eve
of their depraved natures, and be partakers of the divine nature. [Cf
RH 04-01-75 para. 2] p. 51, Para. 4, [1875M5]

Christ was put to the closest test, requiring the strength of all his
faculties to resist the inclination when in danger, to use his power to
deliver himself fromperil, and triunph over the power of the prince of
dar kness. Satan showed his know edge of the weak points of the human
heart, and put forth his utnost power to take advantage of the weakness
of the humanity which Christ had assuned in order to overcone his
tenptati ons on man's account. [Cf: RH 04-01-75 para. 3] p. 51, Para.



5, [1875M8] .

God has given man precious pronm ses upon conditions of faith and

obedi ence; but they are not to sustain himin any rash act. |If nen
needl essly place thenselves in peril, and go where God does not require
themto go, and self-confidently expose thenselves to danger

di sregarding the dictates of reason, God will not work a miracle to
relieve them He will not send his angels to preserve any from being
burned if they choose to place thenselves in the fire. [Cf: RH 04-01-75
para. 4] p. 52, Para. 1, [1875M5].

Adam was not deceived by the serpent, as was Eve, and it was

i nexcusable in Adamto rashly transgress God's positive command. Adam
was presunptuous because his wife had sinned. He could not see what
woul d becone of Eve. He was sad, troubled, and tenpted. He listened to
Eve's recital of the words of the serpent, and his constancy and
integrity began to waver. Doubts arose in his mnd in regard to whether
God did nmean just as he said. He rashly ate the tenpting fruit. [Cf: RH
04-01-75 para. 5] p. 52, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Spiritualism--Spiritualists make the path to hell npbst attractive.
Spirits of darkness are clothed by these deceptive teachers in pure
robes of Heaven, and they have power to deceive those not fortified
with Bible truth. Vain philosophy is enployed in representing the path
to hell as a path of safety. Wth the inmagination highly wought, and
voi ces nusically tuned, they picture the broad road as one of happi ness
and glory. Anmbition holds before deluded souls, as Satan presented to
Eve, a freedom and bliss for themto enjoy which they never conceived
was possible. Men are praised who have travel ed the broad path to hell
and after they die are exalted to the highest positions in the eterna
worl d. Satan, clothed in robes of brightness, appearing |like an exalted
angel, tenpted the world's Redeener w thout success. But as he cones to
man robed as an angel of |ight he has better success. He covers his
hi deous purposes, and succeeds too well in deluding the unwary who are
not firmy anchored upon eternal truth. [Cf: RH 04-01-75 para. 6] p
52, Para. 3, [1875M5].

Ri ches, power, genius, eloquence, pride, perverted reason, and
passion, are enlisted as Satan's agents in doing his work in making the
broad road attractive, strewing it with tenpting flowers. But every

word they have spoken against the world's Redeener will be reflected
back upon them and will one day burn into their guilty souls like
nmolten | ead. They will be overwhelned with terror and shane as they

behol d the exalted one conming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory. Then shall the bold defier, who lifted hinself up against
the Son of God, see hinself in the true bl ackness of his character. The
sight of the inexpressible glory of the Son of God will be intensely
pai nful to those whose characters are stained with sin. The pure [|ight
and glory emanating fromChrist will awaken renorse, shane, and terror
They will send forth wails of anguish to the rocks and nmountains, "Fal
on us, and hide us fromthe face of HHmwho sitteth on the throne, and
fromthe wath of the Lanb; for the great day of his wath is cone, and
who shall be able to stand?" [Cf: RH 04-01-75 para. 7] p. 52, Para. 4,
[1875MS] .

Spiritualists claimsuperior |light and power. They have opened the
door and invited the prince of darkness in, and have nade himtheir



honored guest. They have allied thenselves to the powers of darkness

whi ch are developing in these |ast days in signs and wonders, that if

it were possible they woul d deceive the very elect. Spiritualists claim
that they can do greater mracles than Christ did. Satan made the sane
boasts to Christ. Because the Son of God had |inked hinself to the
weakness of humanity, to be tenpted in all points |ike as nman shoul d be
tenpted, Satan triunphed over him and taunted him He boasted of his
superior strength, and dared himto open a controversy with him [Cf:
RH 04-01-75 para. 8] p. 53, Para. 1, [1875M5].

Spiritualists are increasing in nunbers. They will cone to nmen who
have the truth as Satan cane to Christ, tenpting themto manifest their
power and work miracles, and give evidence of their being favored of
God, and of their being the people who have the truth. Satan said to
Christ, "If thou be the Son of God, command these stones that they be
made bread." Herod and Pilate asked Christ to work mracles when he was
on trial for his life. Their curiosity was aroused, but Christ did not
work a miracle to gratify them [Cf: RH 04-01-75 para. 9] p. 53, Para
2, [1875M8].

Spiritualists will press the matter to engage in controversy with
m ni sters who teach the truth. If they decline, they will dare them
They will quote Scripture, as did Satan to Christ. "Prove all things,"

say they. But their idea of proving is to listen to their deceptive
reasoni ngs, and to attend their circles. But in their gatherings, the
angel s of darkness assune the forms of dead friends, and conmuni cate
with themas angels of light. [Cf: RH 04-01-75 para. 10] p. 53, Para.
3, [1875M8].

Their | oved ones will appear in robes of light, as famliar to the

si ght as when they were upon the earth. They will teach them and
converse with them And many will be deceived by this wonderful display
of Satan's power. The only safety for the people of God is to be

t horoughly conversant with their Bibles, and be intelligent upon the
reasons of our faith in regard to the sleep of the dead. [Cf: RH 04-01-
75 para. 11] p. 53, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Satan is a cunning foe. And it is not difficult for the evil angels to
represent both saints and sinners who have died, and make these
representations visible to human eyes. These manifestations will be
nore frequent, and devel opments of a nore startling character will
appear as we near the close of tinme. W need not be astonished at
anything in the line of deceptions to allure the unwary, and deceive,
if possible, the very elect. Spiritualists quote, "Prove all things."
But God has, for the benefit of his people who live am d the perils of
the | ast days, proved this class, and given the result of his proving.
[Cf: RH 04-01-75 para. 12] p. 53, Para. 5, [1875M5].

2 Thess. 2:9-12: "Even him whose coming is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and |ying wonders, and with all deceivabl eness
of unrighteousness in themthat perish; because they received not the
| ove of the truth, that they m ght be saved. And for this cause Cod
shall send them strong del usion, that they should believe a lie; that
they all might be dammed who believed not the truth, but had pl easure
in unrighteousness.” By Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: RH 04-01-75 para. 13]

p. 54, Para. 1, [1875M5].



John upon the Isle of Patnmos, saw the things which should cone upon
the earth in the last days, Rev. 13:13; 16:14: "And he doeth great
wonders, so that he nmeketh fire cone down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men." "For they are the spirits of devils, working
mracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole
world, to gather themto the battle of that great day of God Al m ghty."
[Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 1] p. 54, Para. 2, [1875M5]

The apostle Peter distinctly points out the class which will be

mani fested in these days. 2 Pet. 2:10-14: "But chiefly themthat walk
after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despi se government.
Presunptuous are they, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evi

of dignities. Whereas angels, which are greater in power and m ght,
bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. But these,
as natural brute beasts nade to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of
the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their
own corruption, and shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as
they that count it pleasure to riot in the daytinme. Spots they are and
bl em shes, sporting thenselves with their own deceivings while they
feast with you; having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease
fromsin; beguiling unstable souls; a heart they have exercised with
covetous practices; cursed children.” [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 2] p. 54,
Para. 3, [1875Mg5].

God, in his word, has placed his stanp upon the heresies of
spiritualismas he placed his mark upon Cain. The godly need not be
deceived if they are students of the Scriptures and obedient to follow
the plain path marked out for themin the word of God. [Cf: RH 04-15-75
para. 3] p. 54, Para. 4, [1875M5].

The boastful spiritualist clains great freedom and in snmooth, flowery
| anguage seeks to fascinate and del ude unwary souls to choose the broad
path of pleasure and sinful indul gence, rather than the narrow path and
the straight way. Spiritualists call the requirenents of God' s |aw
bondage, and say those who obey themlive a life of slavish fear. Wth
snmooth words and fair speeches they boast of their freedom and seek to
cover their dangerous heresies with the garments of righteousness. They
woul d nmake the nost revolting crimes be considered as blessings to the
race. [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 4] p. 54, Para. 5, [1875M5].

They open before the sinner a wide door to follow the pronptings of
the carnal heart, and violate the |aw of God, especially the seventh
commandnent. Those who speak these great swelling words of vanity, and
who triunph in their freedomin sin, prom se those whom they deceive
the enjoynment of freedomin a course of rebellion against the reveal ed
will of God. These deluded souls are thenselves in the veriest bondage
to Satan and are controlled by his power, and yet promising |iberty to
those who will dare to follow the same course of sin that they
t hensel ves have chosen. [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 5] p. 54, Para. 6,

[ 1875MS] .

The Scriptures are indeed fulfilled in this, that the blind are

| eading the blind. For by whoma man is overcone, of the sane is he
brought in bondage. These del uded souls are under the npbst abject
slavery to the will of denons. They have allied thenselves to the
powers of darkness and have no strength to go contrary to the will of
denons. This is their boasted |liberty. By Satan are they overconme and



brought into bondage, and the great |iberty prom sed to those they
deceive is helpless slavery to sin and Satan. [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 6]
p. 55, Para. 1, [1875MS].

We are not to attend their circles, neither are our mnisters to
engage in controversy with them They are of that class specified whom
we should not invite into our houses, or bid them Godspeed. We have to
conpare their teachings with the revealed will of God. W are not to
engage in an investigation of spiritualism God has investigated this
for us, and told us definitely that a class would arise in the |ast
days who woul d deny Christ who has purchased themw th his own bl ood.
The character of spiritualists is so plainly described that we need not
be deceived by them If we obey the divine injunction, we shall have no
synpathy with spiritualists, however snooth and fair nmay be their
words. [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 7] p. 55, Para. 2, [1875M5]

The bel oved John continues his warning agai nst seducers: "Wwo is a
liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is Anti-christ
that denieth the Father and the Son. \Whosoever denieth the Son, the
same hath not the Father (but he that acknow edgeth the Son, hath the
Fat her also)." [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 8] p. 55, Para. 3, [1875Ms].

In Paul's second epistle to the Thessal oni ans, he exhorts us to be on
our guard, and not depart fromthe faith. He speaks of Christ's com ng
as an event to immediately follow the work of Satan in spiritualismin
these words: "Even him whose coming is after the working of Satan with
all power and signs and |ying wonders, and with all deceivabl eness of
unri ghteousness in themthat perish; because they received not the | ove
of the truth, that they m ght be saved. And for this cause God shal
send them strong del usion, that they should believe a lie; that they
all mght be dammed who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unri ghteousness."” [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 9] p. 55, Para. 4, [1875M5].

In the epistle of Paul to Tinmothy, he foretells what will be
mani fested in the latter days. And this warning was for the benefit of
those who should live when these things should take place. God reveal ed
to his servant the perils of the church in the |last days. He wites,
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter tines some shal
depart fromthe faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared with
a hot iron." [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 10] p. 55, Para. 5, [1875M5].

The faithful Peter speaks of the dangers to which the Christian church
woul d be exposed in the |last days, and nmore fully describes the

her esi es which would arise and the bl asphen ng seducers who woul d seek
to draw away souls after them "But there were fal se prophets al so
anong the people, even as there shall be fal se teachers anong you, who
privily shall bring in damabl e heresies, even denying the Lord that
bought them and bring upon thensel ves swift destruction. And many
shall follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whomthe way of truth
shall be evil spoken of." [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 11] p. 56, Para. 1,

[ 1875MS] .

Here God has worked out for us the proof of the class mentioned. They
have refused to acknow edge Christ as the Son of God, and they have no
nore reverence for the eternal Father than for his Son, Jesus Christ.
They have neither the Son nor the Father. And like their great |eader



the rebel chief, they are in rebellion against the |aw of God, and they
despi se the blood of Christ. [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 12] p. 56, Para.
2, [1875M8].

W may rejoice in every condition of life, and triunph under al

ci rcunmst ances, because the Son of God canme down from Heaven and
submitted to bear our infirmties, and to endure sacrifice and death in
order to give to us imortal life. He will ever bear the marks of his
earthly humiliation in man's behal f. While the redeened host and the
pure angelic throng shall do hi mhonor and worship him he will carry
the marks of one that has been slain. The nore fully we appreciate the
infinite sacrifice nmade in our behalf by a sin-atoning Saviour, the
nore closely do we conme into harnmony with Heaven. [Cf: RH 04-15-75
para. 13] p. 56, Para. 3, [1875M5].

We have characters to formhere. God will test us and prove us by
placing us in positions to devel op the nost enduring strength, purity,
and nobility of soul, with perfect patience on our part, and entire
trust in a crucified Saviour. W shall neet with reverses, affliction
and severe trials; for these are God's tests. He will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and purge his people as gold and silver, that
they may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness. [Cf: RH 04-15-
75 para. 14] p. 56, Para. 4, [1875Mg5].

The cross of Christ is all covered with reproach and stigma, yet it is
the hope of |ife and exaltation to nman. No one can conprehend the
mystery of godliness so long as he is ashaned to bear the cross of

Christ. None will be able to discern and appreciate the bl essings which
Christ has purchased for man at infinite cost to hinself, unless he is
willing to joyfully sacrifice earthly treasures that they may becone

his followers. Every self-denial and sacrifice made for Christ enriches
the giver, and every suffering and reproach endured for his dear nane
i ncreases the final joy and imortal reward in the kingdom of glory. By
Ms. E. G Wite. [Cf: RH 04-15-75 para. 15] p. 56, Para. 5, [1875M5]

Jesus woul d convince his enemnmies that his teachings and mracles did
not supplant the law, detract fromits dignity, or lessen its clains.
His works were in strict accordance with both the noral and the
cerenonial law. Christ was the angel who went before Mses, and gui ded
the travels of the children of Israel in the wlderness. God had said
to Israel, "Behold, | send an angel before thee, to keep thee in the
way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of
him and obey his voice, provoke himnot; for he will not pardon your
transgressions; for ny name is in him But if thou shalt indeed obey
his voice, and do all that | speak, then | will be an eneny unto thine
enenm es, and an adversary unto thine adversaries." Ex. 23:20-22. This
angel, Christ, gave Mses the cerenpni es and ordi nances of the Jew sh
law to be repeated to the people. [Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 1] p. 57,
Para. 1, [1875Mg]

The rebellion of |Israel against the |law and authority of God, caused
their destruction. The honor God had given them of being thus conducted
by his Son, increased their sin. The charges of the Jews that Christ
did not regard the | aw of Moses, was wi thout the | east foundation
Christ was a Jew, and, to the hour of his death upon the cross,
observed the | aw bi ndi ng upon the Jews. But when type nmet antitype, at
the death of Christ, then the offering of the bl ood of beasts becane



val uel ess. Christ made the one great offering in giving his own life,
which all their former offerings had foreshadowed, which term nated the
val ue of all the sacrificial offerings of the Jewish [aw. [Cf: RH 04-
29-75 para. 2] p. 57, Para. 2, [1875M5]

Since the fall, no imrediate conmunicati on could exist between God and
man, only through Christ, and God committed to his Son, in a specia
sense, the case of the fallen race. Christ has undertaken the work of
redenpti on. He purposes to maintain the full honor of God's |aw,
notwi t hstandi ng the human fam |y have transgressed it. He will redeem
fromits curse all the obedient who will enbrace the offer of nercy by
accepting the atonenment so wonderful ly provided. Through his
medi atorial work, Christ will fully vindicate the holiness and
immutability of his Father's law. [Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 3] p. 57
Para. 3, [1875M5]

Adam and Eve at their creation had know edge of the original |aw of
God. It was inprinted upon their hearts, and they were acquainted with
the clains of |aw upon them Wen they transgressed the |aw of God, and
fell fromtheir state of happy innocence, and becane sinners, the
future of the fallen race was not relieved by a single ray of hope. God
pitied themand Christ devised the plan for their salvation by hinself
bearing the guilt. When the curse was pronounced upon the earth and
upon man in connection with the curse was a prom se that through Chri st
there was hope and pardon for the transgression of God's |aw. Although
gl oom and darkness hung, like the pall of death, over the future, yet
in the promise of the Redeener, the star of hope lighted up the dark
future. The gospel was first preached to Adam by Christ. Adam and Eve
felt sincere sorrow and repentance for their guilt. They believed the
preci ous prom se of God, and were saved fromutter ruin. [Cf: RH 04-29-
75 para. 4] p. 57, Para. 4, [1875M5]

Par adi se was | ost to Adam and the curse was pronounced upon the earth
because of the transgression of the Father's |law, and death cane
because of sin. Adam found by sad experience that it was easier to
transgress the comandnents of God than to resist and press back the
tide of noral wretchedness that was pressing in upon him Those who
lived before the flood were favored in having a know edge of the | aw of
God comuni cated to them by Adam who had conversed with God and angels
in Eden. He lived anpbng them nearly one thousand years, and by his
t eachi ngs, exanple, and hunbl e obedience to all God's requirenents,
exalted the |l aw of God. He sought to turn his posterity from
transgression to a life of obedience and faith in a Saviour to cone.
[Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 5] p. 58, Para. 1, [1875M5].

The know edge of the |law of God was preserved from Adamto Noah, and
from Noah to Abraham and from Abrahamto Moses, for the benefit of al
who should Iive upon the earth. The bl essings upon the patriarch
Abr aham for obedi ence are repeated to Isaac in these words: "And | will
make thy seed to nultiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto
thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of
the earth be bl essed; because that Abraham obeyed ny voice, and kept ny
charge, nmy conmmandnents, my statues, and ny laws." [Cf: RH 04-29-75
para. 6] p. 58, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Enoch first received instruction from Noah, and he observed the | aw of
God, and served himw th singleness of heart. He becanme so pure in



character that the Lord comrunicated his will to him and through holy
vision reveal ed the great events connected with Christ's second
appearing, and also the w ckedness that would prevail just prior to the
end. Enoch was a faithful preacher of righteousness, and sought to turn
men fromthe transgression of the law to faithful obedi ence. He wal ked
with God three hundred years, giving to the world a faithful exanple in
a pure and spotless |ife, which was in marked contrast with that
rebellious and self-willed generation who boasted of their open

di sregard of God's holy law. His testinony was not regarded because nen
| oved sin better than holiness. Enoch was borne by angels to Heaven

Wi t hout seeing death. [Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 7] p. 58, Para. 3,

[ 1875MS] .

In the destruction of the inhabitants of the old world by the flood is
clearly represented the faith of all those who continue to transgress
the |l aw of God. Enoch's translation to Heaven represents the
commandnent keepi ng people of God who will be alive upon the earth when
Christ shall come the second tinme, and who will be glorified in the
si ght of those who hated them because they woul d keep the comrandnents
of God. These also will be translated to Heaven wi thout seeing death,
as Enoch and Elijah were. [Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 8] p. 58, Para. 4,

[ 1875M5]

The great wi ckedness of the people before the flood had reached unto
Heaven. And the Lord nade known to Noah that he woul d destroy man, whom
he had created, fromoff the earth by the waters of the flood, because
of their continual transgression of his |aw. Noah warned the people. He
bel i eved the word of God, and faithfully preached to that sinfu
generation, and made every effort to turn themfromtransgression to
obedi ence. But he was unsuccessful. Only his own famly at |ast
received his nessage. The terrible judgnents of God in their
destruction should have been sufficient warning to all who should
afterward live upon the earth, that God will surely punish those who
disregard his law. But as the people nultiplied upon the earth, nen
becanme bold in their transgression of God's law. Idolatry existed and
increased to a fearful extent, until the Lord left the hardened
transgressors to follow their evil ways, and he chose Abraham from an
i dol atrous fam |y, and nmade himthe depositary of his law for future
generations. [Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 9] p. 59, Para. 1, [1875M5].

The Lord communicated his will to Abraham through angels. Chri st
appeared to him and gave hima distinct know edge of the requirenents
of the noral law, and of the great sal vation which would be
acconpl i shed through hinsel f. Abraham was appoi nted of God to preserve
the truth amd the prevailing sins and corruptions which were
i ncreasi ng. But the descendants of Abraham departed fromthe worship of
the true God, and transgressed his law. They mingled with the nations
who had no know edge or fear of God, and gradually imtated their
custons and manners, until God's anger was ki ndl ed against them and he
permtted themto have their own way and follow the devices of their
own corrupt hearts. He had conferred special blessings upon Abraham
because he was faithful in keeping his commandnents, and had chosen his
famly as his peculiar treasure. [Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 10] p. 59,
Para. 2, [1875M5].

God reveal ed to Abraham his purposes through vision. He was shown in a
figure that his posterity would become bondnen to an idol atrous nation



because of their transgression of the |law of God, and that they would
be punished for their apostasy. [Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 11] p. 59,
Para. 3, [1875M9].

But when they hunbl ed thensel ves before God, and acknow edged his
deal ings, and cried unto himearnestly for deliverance fromthe
oppressive yoke of the Egyptians, their cries, and their prom ses to
serve God and to be obedient to his law if he would break fromoff them
t he oppressive yoke of bondage, reached Heaven. God answered their
prayers in a nost wonderful manner, and Israel was brought forth from
Egypt and taken to hinself as his peculiar treasure. [Cf: RH 04-29-75
para. 12] p. 59, Para. 4, [1875Ms].

After the Lord had nade a covenant with Israel in a nost sol enm manner
to be a peculiar treasure unto him they were brought forth out of
their tents and fromtheir encanpnents to nmeet with God. And the Lord
graci ously condescended to conme down upon Mount Sinai, not to give a
new | aw, but to speak, with an audi ble voice in the hearing of all the
peopl e, his |law which already existed. The presence of God nade the
mount ai n sacred, and neither man nor beast was permitted to touch the
mount ai n on penalty of death. The Hebrews were instructed that
everything that was connected with God nust be regarded with the
greatest reverence. They were greatly exalted in thus being made the
depositaries of his law. "And Munt Sinai was altogether on a snpke,
because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and the snoke thereof
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whol e nmount quaked
greatly." And the sight of the glory of the Lord was |ike devouring
fire on the top of the mount. [Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 13] p. 59, Para.
5, [1875MsS].

The Lord made the occasion of speaking his |aw a scene of awful
grandeur and sublimty, in accordance with its exalted character. The
ten commandnents were spoken am d thunder and flame, and in great power
and glory. The voice of the Lord was |like a trunpet, waxing |ouder, and
| ouder, and in a full volune rolled down the nmountain. The earth
trenmbl ed and quaked, and the very mount seened to be nmoving fromits
foundati on. The host of Israel shook with fear, and fell upon their
faces before the Lord. The awe-inspiring voice, and the terrible glory
di spl ayed upon the nmount were to them nost inpressive. [Cf: RH 04-29-75
para. 14] p. 60, Para. 1, [1875Mg9]

God acconpani ed the declaration of his law with the nobst subline

exhi bitions of his power, that the Hebrews m ght never forget the
scene, and that they mght be inpressed with profound veneration for
the Author of the ten commandments. In this, the Lord shows to all men
the sacredness and inportance of his law. The |law of ten precepts was
by no means given exclusively to Israel, to be confined to themas a
peopl e, but the Hebrews were made the depositaries of the | aw which was
to be handed down to us. The entire history of the children of Israe
was "witten for our adnonition upon whomthe ends of the world are
cone." No Hebrew could so fully estimate the sacredness and exal ted
character of God's |aw as those who accepted Christ as their Redeener.
He was the foundation of the entire Jewish system By Ms. E. G Wite.
[Cf: RH 04-29-75 para. 15] p. 60, Para. 2, [1875Ms].

The fact that the holy pair in disregarding the prohibition of God in
one particular, thus transgressed his law, and as the result suffered



t he consequences of the fall, should inpress all with a just sense of
the sacred character of the law of God. |If the experience of our first
parents in the transgression of what many who profess to fear God woul d
call the lesser requirenents of the |law of God, was attended with such
fearful consequences, what will be the punishment of those who not only
break its nobst inportant precepts, as clearly defined as is the fourth
commandnent, but al so teach others to transgress? [Cf: RH 05-06-75
para. 1] p. 60, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Al will yet understand, as did Adam and Eve, that God neans what he
says. Men who pass on indifferently in regard to the especial clains of
God's holy law, and who turn fromand reject the Iight given upon the
Sabbath of the fourth commandnent, and seek to ease their consciences
by following traditions and custons, will be held responsible by God,
and in a greater degree, than if Christ had not cone to the earth, and
suffered on Calvary. The fact that the redenption of man fromthe
penalty of the transgression, required this wonderful sacrifice on the
part of Christ, gives unm stakable proof of the unchangi ng nature of
the law of God. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 2] p. 60, Para. 4, [1875M5].

God gave a clear and definite knowl edge of his will to Israel by
especi al precepts, showing the duty of man to God and to his fell ow
men. The worship due to God was clearly defined. A special system of
rites and cerenoni es was established, which would secure the
remenbrance of God anpbng his people, and thereby serve as a hedge to
guard and protect the ten conmandnments fromviolation. [Cf: RH 05-06-75
para. 3] p. 61, Para. 1, [1875M5].

God' s people, whomhe calls his peculiar treasure, were privileged
with a twofold systemof |law, the noral and the cerenonial. The one,
pointing back to creation to keep in remenbrance the living God who
made the worl d, whose clainms are binding upon all nmen in every
di spensation, and which will exist through all tine and eternity. The
ot her, given because of man's transgression of the noral |aw, the
obedi ence to which consisted in sacrifices and offerings pointing to
the future redenption. Each is clear and distinct fromthe other. From
the creation the noral |aw was an essential part of God's divine plan
and was as unchangeabl e as hinmself. The cerenonial |aw was to answer a
particul ar purpose of Christ plan for the salvation of the race. The
typi cal system of sacrifices and offerings was established that through
these services the sinner mght discern the great offering, Christ. But
the Jews were so blinded by pride and sin that but few of them could
see farther than the death of beasts as an atonenent for sin; and when
Christ, whomthese offerings prefigured, cane, they could not discern
him The cerenonial |law was glorious; it was the provision nmade by
Jesus Christ in counsel with his Father, to aid in the salvation of the
race. The whol e arrangenent of the typical system was founded on
Christ. Adam saw Christ prefigured in the innocent beast suffering the
penalty of his transgression of Jehovah's law. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para
4] p. 61, Para. 2, [1875M5].

The | aw of types reached forward to Christ. Al hope and faith
centered in Christ until type reached its antitype in his death. The
statutes and judgnents specifying the duty of man to his fell ow nen,
were full of inportant instruction, defining and sinplifying the
principles of the noral law, for the purpose of increasing religious
know edge, and of preserving God' s chosen people distinct and separate



fromidol atrous nations. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 5] p. 61, Para. 3,
[ 1875M8] .

The statutes concerning marriage, inheritance, and strict justice in
deal with one another, were peculiar and contrary to the custonms and
manners of other nations, and were designed of God to keep his people
separate from other nations. The necessity of this to preserve the
peopl e of God from beconing |like the nations who had not the | ove and
fear of God, is the same in this corrupt age, when the transgressi on of
God's law prevails and idolatry exists to a fearful extent. |f ancient
| srael needed such security, we need it nore, to keep us from being
utterly confounded with the transgressors of God's |law. The hearts of
men are so prone to depart from God that there is a necessity for
restraint and discipline. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 6] p. 61, Para. 4,

[ 1875MS] .

The |l ove that God bore to man whom he had created in his own inage
led himto give his Son to die for man's transgression, and |est the
i ncrease of sin should ead himto forget God and the prom sed
redenpti on, the system of sacrificial offerings was established to
typify the perfect offering of the Son of God. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para.
71 p. 62, Para. 1, [1875M5]

Christ was the angel appointed of God to go before Mdses in the
wi | derness, conducting the Israelites in their travels to the | and of
Canaan. Christ gave Moses his special directions to be given to |srael
"“Moreover, brethren, | would not that ye should be ignorant, how that
all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;
and were all baptized unto Mdses in the cloud and in the sea; and did
all eat the same spiritual nmeat; and did all drink the sane spiritua
drink; for they drank of that spiritual Rock that foll owed them and
that Rock was Christ." [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 8] p. 62, Para. 2

[ 1875MS] .

“I'n the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,
saying, If any man thirst, let himcone unto nme, and drink." These
words were called out by witnessing a representation by the Jews of
water flowing fromthe flinty rock. This comrenorati on of bringing
water fromthe rock in the wlderness noves the heart of the Son of God
to tenderest conpassion and pity for their darkened understanding; for
they will not see the Iight which he has brought to them Christ tells
themthat he is that rock. | amthat living water. Your fathers drank
of that spiritual rock that followed them That rock was nyself. It was
through Christ alone that the Hebrews were favored with the especia
bl essi ngs which they were continually receiving, notw thstanding their
sinful murmurings and rebellion. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 9] p. 62,

Para. 3, [1875M9].

I n consequence of continual transgression, the noral |aw was repeated
in awful grandeur fromSinai. Christ gave to Mses religious precepts
which were to govern the everyday life. These statutes were explicitly
given to guard the ten commandnents. They were not shadowy types to
pass away with the death of Christ. They were to be binding upon nan in
every age as long as tinme should last. These commands were enforced by
the power of the noral law, and they clearly and definitely expl ai ned
that law. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 10] p. 62, Para. 4, [1875M9].



Christ becane sin for the fallen race, in taking upon hinmself the
condemmati on resting upon the sinner for his transgression of the | aw
of God. Christ stood at the head of the human fanmily as their
representative. He had taken upon hinself the sins of the world. In the
i keness of sinful flesh he condemmed sin in the flesh. He recognized
the clains of the Jewish law until his death, when type net antitype.
In the miracle he perfornmed for the | eper, he bade himgo to the
priests with an offering in accordance with the | aw of Mses. Thus he
sanctioned the law requiring offerings. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 11] p
62, Para. 5, [1875Ms].

Christians who profess to be Bible students can appreciate nore fully
than ancient Israel did the full signification of the cerenoni al

ordi nances that they were required to observe. If they are indeed
Christians, they are prepared to acknow edge the sacredness and

i mportance of the shadowy types, as they see the acconplishnent of the
events which they represent. The death of Christ gives the Christian a
correct know edge of the system of cerenopni es and expl ai ns propheci es
which still remain obscure to the Jews. Moses of hinmself franed no | aw.
Christ, the angel whom God had appointed to go before his chosen
peopl e, gave to Mdses statutes and requirenents necessary to a living
religion and to govern the people of God. Christians conmt a terrible
m stake in calling this |law severe and arbitrary, and then contrasting
it with the gospel and nmission of Christ in his mnistry on earth, as
t hough he were in opposition to the just precepts which they call the
| aw of Moses. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 12] p. 63, Para. 1, [1875M5]

The | aw of Jehovah, dating back to creation, was conprised in the two
great principles, "Thou shalt Iove the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mnd, and with all thy
strength. This is the first commandnent. And the second is |ike, nanely
this: Thou shalt |love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other
commandnent greater than these." These two great principles enbrace the
first four commandnents, showi ng the duty of man to God, and the | ast
si X, showing the duty of man to his fellow nan. The principles were
nore explicitly stated to man after the fall, and worded to neet the
case of fallen intelligences. This was necessary in consequence of the
m nds of nmen being blinded by transgression. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 13]
p. 63, Para. 2, [1875M5].

God graciously spoke his law and wote it with his own finger on
stone, meking a solemm covenant with his people at Sinai. God

acknowl edged them as his peculiar treasure above all people upon the
earth. Christ, who went before Moses in the wilderness, made the
principles of norality and religion nore clear by particular precepts,
speci fying the duty of man to God and his fellow nen, for the purpose
of protecting life, and guarding the sacred | aw of God, that it should
not be entirely forgotten in the mdst of an apostate world. [Cf: RH
05-06-75 para. 14] p. 63, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Prof essed Christians now cry, Christ! Christ is our righteousness, but
away with the law. They talk and act as though Christ's mssion to a
fallen world was for the express purpose of nullifying his Father's
| aw. Coul d not that work have been just as well executed wi thout the
only bel oved of the Father coming to this world and enduring grief,
privation, and the shameful death of the cross? Mnisters preach that
the atonement gave nmen liberty to break the |l aw of God, and to commt



sin, and then praise the free grace and nmercy reveal ed through Chri st
under the gospel, while they despise the law of God. [Cf: RH 05-06-75
para. 15] p. 63, Para. 4, [1875M5].

They cast aside the restraint of the law, and give | oose rein to the
corrupt passions and the pronptings of the natural heart, and then
triunph in the nercy and grace of the gospel. Christ speaks to such
“"Not every one that saith unto ne, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
ki ngdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of ny Father which is in
Heaven." What is the will of the Father? That we keep his commandnents.
Christ, to enforce the will of his Father, became the author of the
statutes and precepts given through Mses to the people of Cod.
Christians who extol Christ, but array thensel ves agai nst the | aw
governing the Jewi sh church, array Christ against Christ. [Cf: RH 05-
06-75 para. 16] p. 64, Para. 1, [1875M5]

The death of Jesus Christ for the redenption of man, lifts the vei

and reflects a flood of |ight back hundreds of years, upon the whol e
institution of the Jewish systemof religion. Wthout the death of
Christ all this system was neani ngl ess. The Jews reject Christ, and
therefore their whole systemof religion is to themindefinite,
unexpl ai nabl e, and uncertain. They attach as much inportance to shadowy
cerenoni es of types which have net their antitype, as they do to the

| aw of the ten conmandnents, which was not a shadow, but a reality as
enduring as the throne of Jehovah. The death of Christ elevates the
Jewi sh system of types and ordi nances, show ng that they were of divine
appoi ntnent, and for the purpose of keeping faith alive in the hearts
of his people. By Ms. E. G White. [Cf: RH 05-06-75 para. 17] p. 64,
Para. 2, [1875M5].

The Lord hath set apart himthat is godly for hinself, and this
consecration to God and separation fromthe world is plainly declared
and positively enjoined in both the Od and New Testanents. There is a
wal | of separation which the Lord hinmself has established between the
things of the world and the things he has chosen out of the world and
sanctified unto hinself. The calling and the character of God's people
are peculiar. Their prospects are peculiar, and these peculiarities
di stinguish themfromall people. Al of God's people upon the earth
are one body, fromthe beginning to the end of tine. They have one head
that directs and governs the body. The sane injunctions rest upon God's
peopl e now, to be separate fromthe world, as rested upon ancient
I srael. The great Head of the church has not changed. The experience of
Christians in these days is nuch like the travels of ancient |srael
Pl ease read 1 Cor. 10, especially fromthe 6th to the 15th verse. [Cf:
RH 07-05-75 para. 1] p. 64, Para. 3, [1875M5].

"Now t hese things were our exanples, to the intent we should not | ust
after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as
were sonme of them as it is witten, The people sat down to eat and
drink, and rose up to play. . . . Neither let us tenpt Christ, as sone
of them also tenpted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither nurnur
ye, as sone of them also nurnmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.
Now al | these things happened unto them for ensanples; and they are
written for our admonition, upon whomthe ends of the world are cone.
VWerefore let himthat thinketh he standeth take heed |l est he fall
There hath no tenptation taken you but such as is commn to nman; but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tenpted above that ye



are able; but will with the tenptation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it. Werefore, ny dearly beloved, flee from
idolatry. | speak as to wise nmen; judge ye what | say." [Cf: RH 07-05-
75 para. 2] p. 64, Para. 4, [1875M5]

1 John 3:1: "Behold, what manner of |ove the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God; therefore the world
knowet h us not, because it knew himnot." [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 3] p
65, Para. 1, [1875M5].

1 John 2:15-17: "Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man I ove the world, the love of the Father is not in
him For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the | ust
of the eyes, and the pride of Iife, is not of the Father, but is of
world. And the world passeth away, and the |ust thereof; but he that
doeth the will of God abideth forever." [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 4] p
65, Para. 2, [1875M5]

2 Pet. 2:20: "For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowl edge of the Lord and Savi our Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled therein, and overcone, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning.” [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 5] p. 65, Para. 3,

[ 1875MS] .

James 4:4: "Know ye not that the friendship of the world is ennity
wi th God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
eneny of God." [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 6] p. 65, Para. 4, [1875M5].

James 1:27: "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to
keep hinself unspotted fromthe world." [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 7] p
65, Para. 5, [1875M5].

Titus 2:12-14: "Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
worl d; looking for that bl essed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave hinself for us, that
he m ght redeemus fromall iniquity, and purify unto hinmself a
pecul i ar peopl e, zeal ous of good works." [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 8] p
65, Para. 6, [1875M5]

Rom 12:2: "And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transforned
by the renewi ng of your mnd, that ye nay prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect will of God." [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 9] p. 65
Para. 7, [1875M9].

John 17:14, 15, 17: "I have given themthy word; and the world hath
hated them because they are not of the world, even as | am not of the
world. | pray not that thou shoul dest take them out of the world, but
that thou shoul dest keep themfromthe evil. . . . . . Sanctify them
through thy truth; thy word is truth." [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 10] p
65, Para. 8, [1875M5]

Luke 6:22, 23: "Blessed are ye, when nen shall hate you, and when they
shall separate you fromtheir conmpany, and shall reproach you, and cast
out your nane as evil, for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that
day, and leap for joy; for behold your reward is great in Heaven; for



in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.” [Cf: RH 07-05-
75 para. 111 p. 65, Para. 9, [1875M9].

John 15:16-19: "Ye have not chosen ne, but | have chosen you, and
ordai ned you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should renmin; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in ny
name, he may give it you. These things | command you, that ye |ove one
another. If the world hate you, ye know that it hated ne before it
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would | ove his own; but
because ye are not of the world, but | have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you.”™ [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 12] p
66, Para. 1, [1875Ms].

1 John 4:4, 5: "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcone
them because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the
world. They are of the world; therefore speak they of the world, and
the world heareth them" [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 13] p. 66, Para. 2,
[ 1875MS] .

1 John 2:5, 6: "But whoso keepeth his word, in himverily is the |ove
of God perfected; hereby know we that we are in him He that saith he
abi deth in himought hinself also so to walk even as he wal ked." [Cf
RH 07-05-75 para. 14] p. 66, Para. 3, [1875M5].

1 Pet. 2:9: "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises
of Himwho hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light."
[Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 15] p. 66, Para. 4, [1875M3].

As we read the word of God, how plain that God's people are peculiar
and distinct fromthe unbelieving world around them Qur position is
interesting and fearful; living in the |ast days, how inportant that we
imtate the exanple of Christ, and wal k even as he wal ked. "If any man
will conme after me, let himdeny hinself, and take up his cross and
follow me." The opinions and wi sdom of nen nust not guide or govern us.
They al ways | ead away fromthe cross. [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 16] p
66, Para. 5, [1875Ms].

The servants of Christ have not their home or their treasure here.
Wul d that all of themcould understand that it is only because the
Lord reigns that we are even permtted to dwell in peace and safety
anong our enemes. It is not our privilege to claimspecial favors of
the world. We nust consent to be poor and despi sed anpbng nen until the
warfare is finished and the victory won. The menbers of Christ are
called to come out and be separate fromthe friendship and spirit of
the world, and their strength and power consists in their being chosen
and accepted of God. [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 17] p. 66, Para. 6,
[1875MS] .

The Son of God was the heir of all things, and the dom nion and the
glory of the kingdons of this world were prom sed to him Yet when he
appeared in this world it was without riches or splendor. The world
understood not his union with the Father; and the excellency and glory
of his divine character were hid fromthem He was therefore "despised
and rejected of nmen,” and "we did esteemhimsnitten of God and
afflicted.” [Cf: RH 07-05-75 para. 18] p. 66, Para. 7, [1875M5]



Even so the nenbers of Christ are as he was in this world. They are
the sons of God and joint heirs with Christ; and the ki ngdom and
domi ni on belong to them The world understand not their character and
holy calling. They perceive not their adoption into the famly of God.
Their union and fellowship with the Father and the Son are not manifest
to the world, and while they behold their humiliation and reproach, it
does not appear what they shall be. They are strangers. The world knows
them not, and appreciates not the notives which actuate them [Cf: RH
07-05-75 para. 19] p. 67, Para. 1, [1875Ms].

The world is ripening for its destruction. God can bear with sinners
but a little longer. They nust drink the dregs of the cup of his wath

unm xed with nmercy. Those who will be heirs of God and joint heirs with
Jesus Christ to the immortal inheritance will be peculiar, yes, so
peculiar that God places a mark upon themas his, wholly his. Think ye
that God will receive, honor, and acknow edge, a people so m xed up

with the world that they differ fromthemonly in nane? Read again
Titus 2:13-15. It is soon to be known who is on the Lord' s side--who
wi |l not be ashamed of Jesus. Those who have not noral courage to take
their position conscientiously in the face of unbelievers, and | eave
the fashions of the world, and imtate the self-denying life of Christ,
are ashanmed of him and do not |ove his exanple. EE G W [Cf: RH 07-
05-75 para. 20] p. 67, Para. 2, [1875M5].

Sister White wites to the Signs of the Tines as follows concerning
t he Canpneetings that have been held the present season in the West:
[Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 1] p. 67, Para. 3, [1875M5].

We arrived upon the canmpground at Newton, lowa, June 4. The neeting
had been in session one day. Qur neetings were excellent fromthe
comrencenent to the close. The people |listened with respectfu
attention, and we can but hope that the seed of truth sown in the many
di scourses given will find a |odgnment in sone hearts, and bear fruit to
the glory of God. [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 2] p. 67, Para. 4, [1875M5]

Sabbath was a marked day on account of the special nmanifestation of
the Spirit of God. After addressing the people for one hour and a half
we invited those who felt that they were sinners, and those who were
backsl i dden from God, to come forward to the front seats. About fifty
responded to the invitation given. Sone canme forward in whom we had
felt an especial interest for years. They had been backward in taking
their position wholly on the Lord's side because of the suggestions of
the enemy in keeping before themthe course of sonme who professed the
faith, but in their works denied it. Satan's tenptations to them were,
if they should profess to be followers of Christ and pursue the course
t hese unconsecrated ones had, they would be in a worse condition than
they then were. [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 3] p. 67, Para. 5, [1875M5].

We are sorry to adnmit that there are those who profess the truth, who
are not sanctified by the truth, and such give to the world a bad
exanple, and bring the religion of Christ and the precious truth into
di srepute. The demands of the word of God are only net when we | ove God
with all the heart and our nei ghbor as ourselves. [Cf: RH 07-22-75
para. 4] p. 68, Para. 1, [1875M5].

We entreated those who had been disgusted with the course of those who
prof essed Christ but did not follow him to conme out on the Lord' s side



t henmsel ves, and show to the hal fhearted and to the world a better way,

that making the tree good is the only sure way of securing good fruit.

The heart nust be renewed before the |ife can be correct. A profession
of Christ without internal rectitude is no better than a whited

sepul cher, beautiful wi thout but within full of corruption. [Cf: RH 07-
22-75 para. 5] p. 68, Para. 2, [1875M5].

We felt deeply grateful to God to see so many young nen coning forward
for the first tine, and thus showing that they, fromthis good day,

will forsake a life of sin, and choose a |ife of righteousness, walking
in the footsteps of Jesus. Several canme forward who had | ong professed
the Christian |ife, but who were convinced at this neeting that they
were transgressing the law of God, in tranmpling upon the Sabbath of the
fourth commandnent. [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 6] p. 68, Para. 3,

[ 1875MS] .

The Spirit of the Lord seemed to indite the prayers offered, and when
opportunity was given for those to speak who desired to do so, nearly
all expressed their feelings. Wat a scene was this! What an
encouragenent to the |aborers in the vineyard of the Lord! Jesus said:
"I say unto you, that |ikew se joy shall be in heaven over one sinner
that repenteth, nore than over ninety and nine just persons, which need
no repentance." Should there not be nore joy anpng those who rejoice in
a Saviour's |love upon the earth? [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 7] p. 68,

Para. 4, [1875M5]

Sunday the Lord assisted his servants in speaking to the people. The
cromd was attentive and respectful, and we sincerely hope that their
under st andi ng may be enlightened to see the clainms of truth, and that
they may have a heart to obey. [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 8] p. 68, Para.
5, [1875MS]

Monday norning the work comrenced just where it closed on Sabbath
eveni ng. Again we invited those who wi shed to seek God, and those who
wer e backslidden, to cone forward. More responded to this call than on
Sabbat h. This exercise was nore interesting, if possible, than the
first, the special blessing of God attending the neeting. W left the
ground very weary, but cheerful in God, knowi ng that Jesus had i ndeed
conme up to the feast, and had graced our neeting with his presence.
[Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 9] p. 68, Para. 6, [1875M5

We conplied with the earnest invitation of our brethren in Ladora and
vicinity to call upon them and speak to the people Wednesday ni ght. W
had great need of rest, but how could we have a heart to refuse these
entreaties? W felt that it was unfavorable for us, and then also that
we coul d not have the privilege, as do many of our fellow | aborers, of
visiting. After the exercises of the neeting are over, there cones the
witing of inportant reports and testinonies, which deprive us al npst
entirely of the privilege of conversation with our brethren and
sisters. [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 10] p. 68, Para. 7, [1875M5].

After a long and interesting evening neeting, we rode five mles to
the depot; and then, after mdnight, |ay down for a couple of hours of
rest upon quilts and bl ankets, brought from his home by the brother who
took us to the depot, and which we spread upon the depot floor. Thus
with scarcely any rest, we were obliged to travel nost of the next day
till we arrived, weary and worn, at the Illinois Canpneeting. [Cf: RH



07-22-75 para. 11] p. 69, Para. 1, [1875Mg].

[I'linois Canpneeting.--Here, as in lowa, the prayer and conference
nmeeti ngs were of special interest. On Sabbath afternoon, severa
menti oned the benefits which they had received fromthe health reform
Dr. Pottinger gave a very interesting testinmony as follows:-- [Cf: RH
07-22-75 para. 12] p. 69, Para. 2, [1875M5]

"My brethren may have thought they were neeting with only half a
brot her, when they saw ne using tobacco, The truth found ne in the

gutter. | was addicted to two fatal habits, drinking and tobacco-using.
| have left off the forner, and gained a conmplete victory over it, and
so far as refraining fromthe use of tobacco is concerned, | could

refrain fromits use. But | have feared the result upon ny system as |
am sonewhat disposed to paralytic affections, and physicians have
assured nme that entire abstinence fromtobacco would cost ny life. But
| am preparing to make a trial of the matter. | amwaiting till ny
systemshall rally a little fromthe reaction caused by | eaving off
tippling, then | shall take hold in earnest to rid myself of tobacco."
[CF: RH 07-22-75 para. 13] p. 69, Para. 3, [1875M5].

There were quite a nunber of our French brethren present, and this
added nmuch to the interest of the neeting. These French brethren and
sisters are gaining an experience; and if they remain hunble and true
to their faith, God will use themas instrunents in bringing others to
the know edge of the truth. There are a nunber whose |lives are indeed a
living epistle, known and read of all nen. They show the transforning
power of the truth upon their daily life. [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 14]

p. 69, Para. 4, [1875M5].

It was under very discouraging circunstances that El d. Bourdeau
presented the truth to them The opposition from prejudi ced m nds was
very bitter. But sone honest souls were interested, and when brought up
to face the mirror, to conpare their lives with the | aw of God, they
were deeply convicted of sin. One brother who is now rejoicing in the
truth, and can say with Paul, "I was alive without the |aw once; but
when the conmandnent cane, sin revived and | died,"” when he cane to
view his life in the light of the holy law, saw his sins to be so
exceedi ngly sinful, that he thought they were too great to be forgiven.
He was in great agony of mind. He called together his neighbors and
friends, and confessed to themthe sins and wongs of his life, and
entreated their forgiveness. He tried to right every wong. This
wonder ful work of the power of God in convicting the sinner, was a
thing so newto his friends and nei ghbors that they thought he was out
of his mind, and feared that he would die. Several physicians were
consul ted, and nedi ci ne was prescribed freely. But drugs, which would
be useless to cure the diseased body, were utterly powerless to cure
the sinsick soul. Wiile suffering the nost intense renprse of
conscience for his sins, the Lord did not |leave himto perish. The
light of health reformwas forced upon his mnd, and he refused to take
the drugs prescribed, for he was strongly convinced that they were
poi son, and ruinous to his constitution. [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 15] p
69, Para. 5, [1875M5].

El d. Bourdeau and his wife felt the deepest anxiety as to the result
of this case. Sonme charged Eld. B. with making this man crazy. Eld.
B."s life was in danger, and he and his wife wept and prayed many hours



while others slept. They prayed that God would work in such a manner as
to honor the cause of truth and glorify his nanme. The French brother
came out all right. He had that repentance which needeth not to be
repented of. He was indeed a new man, converted and thoroughly
transfornmed. He had "put off the old nman with his deeds;" and "put on
the new man, which is renewed in know edge after the i mage of Hi mthat
created him" [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 16] p. 70, Para. 1, [1875M5]

At this neeting we were attentively cared for by brother and sister
Hobbs. These self-sacrificing souls showed especial hospitality on this
occasion. May the Lord bless them and their dear children for this
| abor of |ove. On Wednesday Bro. Hobbs took us nine mles to Sonpbnauk,
where we took the cars for Lena, Ws. Here we were net by brother and
sister Bates and Bro. Brown, who took us by private conveyance to the
Monroe Canpground. E. G Wite. [Cf: RH 07-22-75 para. 17] p. 70,

Para. 2, [1875M5]

One of the signs of the "last days" is the disobedience of children to
their parents. 2 Tim 3:2. And do parents realize their responsibility?
Many seemto | ose sight of the watchcare they should ever have over
their children, and suffer themto indulge in evil passions, and to
di sobey them They take but little notice of themuntil their own
feelings are excited, and then punish themin anger. [Cf: RH 10-14-75
para. 1] p. 70, Para. 3, [1875M5]

Many parents will have to render an awful account at last for their
negl ect of their children. They have fostered and cherished their evi
tenpers by bending to their wishes and will, when the wi shes and will

of the children should bend to them They have brought God's frown upon
them and their children by these things. Children are left to cone up

i nstead of being trained up. The poor little children are thought not
to know or understand a correction at ten or twelve nonths of age, and
they begin to show stubbornness very young. Parents suffer themto
indulge in evil tenpers and passions w thout subduing or correcting
them and by so doing they cherish and nourish these evil passions
until they grow with their growth, and strengthen with their strength.
[Cf: RH 10-14-75 para. 2] p. 70, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Parents stand in the place of God to their children, and they will
have to render an account, whether they have been faithful to the
charge conmitted to their trust. Parents, | fear sone of you are
rearing children to be cut down by the destroying angel, unless you
speedi |l y change your course, and be faithful to them God cannot cover
iniquity even in children. He cannot |love unruly children who manifest
passi on, and he cannot save themin the tine of trouble. WII you
suffer your children to be |ost through your neglect? Unfaithfu
parents, their blood will be upon you, and is not your salvation
doubtful with the blood of your children upon you? children that night
have been saved had you filled your place, and done your duty as
faithful parents should. [Cf: RH 10-14-75 para. 3] p. 71, Para. 1,

[ 1875MS] .

God says: "I know Abraham that he will command his househol d after
him" and God gave himthe honor of being the father of the faithful

It is the duty of parents to have their children in perfect subjection
having all their passions and evil tenpers subdued. [Cf: RH 10-14-75
para. 4] p. 71, Para. 2, [1875M5].



Parents, correct your children. Conmence while they are young, when

i npressions can be nore easily made, and their evil tenpers subdued,
before they grow with their growth and strengthen with their strength.
[Cf: RH 10-14-75 para. 5] p. 71, Para. 3, [1875M5].

You should correct your children in love. Do not |et them have their
own way until you get angry, and then punish them Such correction only
hel ps on the evil, instead of renedying it. After you have done your
duty faithfully to your children, then carry themto God and ask himto
hel p you. Tell himthat you have done your part, and then in faith ask
himto do his part--that which you cannot do. Ask himto tenper their
di spositions, to make them mld and gentle by his Holy Spirit. He wll
hear you pray. Through his word he has enjoined it upon you to correct
your children, to "spare not for their crying," and his word is to be
heeded in these things. [Cf: RH 10-14-75 para. 6] p. 71, Para. 4,

[ 1875MS] .

It certainly nmust bring God's displeasure upon parents when they | eave
himto do what he has left and commanded themto do. God corrects us
when we di sobey, and go astray from him and parents are bound by the
word of God to correct their children when they di sobey them and show
evil tenpers. Check the very first manifestation of passion. Break the
will (but doit with feelings of tenderness, and with discretion), and
your children will be far happier for it, and you will be happier. Your
effort will be remenbered of God, and he that is so particular as to
observe the falling of the sparrow, he that noted and comended
Abraham s faithful ness, will not pass by your efforts. He that never
slunmbers nor sleeps will be ready to aid you with his Spirit and grace,
and will reward your feeble efforts. [Cf: RH 10-14-75 para. 7] p. 71
Para. 5, [1875Mg]

Children are the | awful prey of the eneny, because they are not
subj ects of grace, have not experienced the cl eansing power of the

bl ood of Jesus, and the evil angels have access to these children; and
sonme parents are careless and suffer themto work with but little
restraint. Parents have a great work to do in this matter, by
correcting and subduing their children, and then by bringing themto
God and claimng his blessing upon them By the faithful and untiring
efforts of the parents, and the bl essing and grace entreated of God
upon the children, the power of the evil angels will be broken, a
sanctifying influence will be shed upon the children, and the powers of
darkness will be conmpelled to give back. [Cf: RH 10-14-75 para. 8] p.
72, Para. 1, [1875M5].

When the destroyi ng angel was to pass through Egypt, to destroy the
firstborn of man and beast, |srael was conmanded to gather their
children and famlies into their houses with them and then mark their
doorposts with blood, that the destroying angel m ght pass by their
dwel lings, and if they failed to go through with this process, there
was no difference nmade between them and the Egyptians. [Cf: RH 10-14-75
para. 9] p. 72, Para. 2, [1875M5]

The destroying angel is soon to go forth again, not to destroy the
firstborn alone, but "to slay utterly old and young, both nen, wonen
and little children" who have not the mark. Parents, if you wish to
save your children, separate themfromthe world, keep themfromthe



conmpany of wicked children; for if you suffer themto go with w cked
children, you cannot prevent them from partaking of their w ckedness
and being corrupted. It is your solemm duty to watch over your
children, to choose their society at all tinmes for them Teach your
children to obey you, then can they nore easily obey the conmmandnents
of God, and yield to his requirenents. Don't |et us neglect to pray
with, and for, our children. He that said, "Suffer little children to
come unto nme, and forbid themnot," will |listen to our prayers for
them and the seal or mark, of believing parents will cover their
children, if they are trained up in the nurture and adnonition of the
Lord.--E. G Wite, in Signs of the Tinmes. [Cf: RH 10-14-75 para. 10]
p. 72, Para. 3, [1875M5].

Several speakers had addressed |l arge and attentive congregati ons at
the canpneeting at Ronme, N. Y., on first-day, Septenber 12, 1875. The
following night | dreaned that a young nman of nobl e appearance cane
into the roomwhere | was, immediately after | had been speaking. This
sanme person has appeared before me in inportant dreanms to instruct ne
fromtime to time during the past twenty-six years. Said he, You have
called the attention of the people to inportant subjects, which, to a
| ar ge number, are strange and new. To sone they are intensely
interesting. The laborers in word and doctri ne have done what they
could in presenting the truth, which has raised inquiry in mnds and
awakened an interest. But unless there is a nore thorough effort nmde
to fasten these inpressions upon mnds, your efforts now nmade will
prove nearly fruitless. Satan has nmany attractions ready to divert the
m nd; and the cares of this life, and the deceitful ness of riches al
conbine to choke the seed of truth sown in the heart, and in npst cases
it bears no fruit. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para. 1] p. 72, Para. 4, [1875M5].

In every effort, such as you are now making, nuch nore good woul d
result fromyour labors if you had appropriate reading matter ready for
circulation. Tracts upon the inportant points of truth for the present
time should be handed out freely to all who will accept them w thout
noney and without price, which mght eventually result in a hundredfold
returns to the treasury. You are to sow beside all waters. [Cf: RH 11-
04-75 para. 2] p. 73, Para. 1, [1875M5].

The press is a powerful nmeans to nove the minds and hearts of the
people. And the nen of this world seize the press, and nake the nost of
every opportunity to get poisonous literature before the people. If
men, under the influence of the spirit of the world, and of Satan, are
earnest to circul ate books, tracts, and papers of a corrupting nature,
you shoul d be nore earnest to get reading matter of an el evating and
savi ng character before the people. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para. 3] p. 73,
Para. 2, [1875M5].

There should be nore earnest efforts made to enlighten the people upon
the great subject of health reform Tracts of four, eight, twelve,

si xteen, and nore pages, containing pointed, well witten articles on
this great question, should be scattered |ike the | eaves of autunmm.
Smal | tracts on the different points of Bible truth applicable to the
present time should be printed in different | anguages and scattered
where there is any probability that they would be read. God has pl aced
at the conmand of his people advantages in the press, which, combined
wi th other agencies, will be successful in extending the know edge of
the truth. Tracts, papers, and books, as the case demands, should be



circulated in all the cities and villages in the land. Here is
m ssionary work for all. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para. 4] p. 73, Para. 3,
[ 1875M5] .

There should be men trained for this branch of the work who will be
m ssionaries, and will circulate publications. They should be nen of
good address, who will not repulse others or be repulsed. This is a

work to which nmen would be warranted to give their whole tinme and
energi es as the occasion demands. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para. 5] p. 73,
Para. 4, [1875M9].

Those who distribute tracts gratuitously should take other
publications to sell to all who will purchase them Persevering efforts
will result in great good. Very many souls have been converted to the
truth by readi ng papers and tracts al one, who woul d not have been
reached wi thout them God has comritted to his people great light. This
is not for themto selfishly enjoy alone, but to let its rays shine
forth to others who are in the darkness of error. [Cf: RH 11-04-75
para. 6] p. 73, Para. 5, [1875M5].

You are not as a people doing one-twentieth part of what might be done
in spreadi ng the know edge of the truth. Very nuch nore can be
acconplished by the living preacher with the circul ation of papers and
tracts than by the preaching of the word alone wi thout the
publications. The press is a powerful instrunentality which God has
ordai ned to be conmbined with the energies of the |living preacher to
bring the truth before all nations, kindreds, tongues and peoples. [Cf
RH 11-04-75 para. 7] p. 73, Para. 6, [1875M5].

Many m nds can be reached in no other way. Here is true m ssionary
wor k in which | abor and means can be invested with the best results.
There has been too great fear of running risks, and noving out by
faith, and sowi ng beside all waters. Opportunities have been presented
whi ch have not been grasped and made the nost of. There has been too
great fear of venturing. True faith is not presunption, but it ventures
much. Precious |ight and powerful truth need to be brought out in
publications without delay. There is much lost in waiting to originate
matter while there is already in print that which is valuable and
appropriate for this time. These delays risk too nuch. Opportunities
are lost which mght be inproved. Said he, Your husband and yourself
can do nuch in the preparation of publications. You have a better
know edge of the wants of the people than many others. God has brought
you in close connection with hinself, and has given you an experience
in this work which he has not given many others. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para.
8] p. 74, Para. 1, [1875M5].

He has connected you with this powerful agency--the publishing
departnment. Others cannot take your place in this, and do the work God
has appointed you to do. Satan has been naki ng special efforts to
di scourage your husband by controlling the m nds of some who ought to
be hel pers. They have cherished tenptati ons. They have been nurnurers,
and have been jeal ous without cause. God will not |eave nor forsake his
servant while he clings by faith to his wi sdom and strength. He has
uphel d himthrough the mnistration of angels that excel in strength.
His strength has not cone from natural causes, but from God. He will be
beset with the eneny on the right hand and on the left. Satan will | ead
the minds of some to be distrustful of his notives, and to mnurnur



against his plans, while he is following the |eadings of the Spirit of
God. In God he nust trust, for he is the source of his strength. The
eneny, through agents, will harass and vex his patience, for the
infirmties of human nature are upon him and he is not infallible. But
if he clings in hunble confidence to God, and wal ks softly before him
God will be to hima present help in every emergency. [Cf: RH 11-04-75
para. 9] p. 74, Para. 2, [1875M5]

Your husband nmust not be discouraged in his efforts to encourage nen
to become workers, and responsible for inportant work. Every nman whom
God will accept, Satan will attack. If they disconnect from Heaven, and
i mperil the cause, their failures will not be set to his account or to
yours; but to the perversity of the nature of the murmuring ones, which
t hey woul d not understand and overcone. These nen whom God has tried to
use to do his work, and who have failed, and brought great burdens upon
those who were unsel fish and true, have hindered and di scouraged nore
than all the good they have done. And yet this should not hinder the
purpose of God in having this growing work, with its burden of cares,
divided into different branches, and | aid upon nen who should do their
part, and lift the burdens when they ought to be lifted. These nen nust
be willing to be instructed, and then God can fit them and sanctify
them and inpart to them sanctified judgnment, that what they undertake
they can carry forward in his nane. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para. 10] p. 74,
Para. 3, [1875M5]

Your husband nust be hunble and trustful, and wal k carefully and
tremblingly before God, for the ground whereon he treadeth is holy. God
has strengthened him for great energencies. He has given him strength,
and light, and power |like a running stream This is not of hinself, but
of God. He has an inexhaustible fountain to draw from He nust not
forget that he is nortal, and subject to tenptations, and weari ness.
His m nd should have periods of rest, which will result in great good
to hinmself as well as to the cause of God which he represents. He can
with a mind invigorated do a greater anount, with greater perfection
than he can acconplish by steady | abor and constant effort with a
wearied nmnd. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para. 11] p. 75, Para. 1, [1875Ms].

Eld. Andrews is God's chosen servant to do a special work; but he nmade
a mstake in keeping the Sabbath History fromthe people in order to
present a perfect work, and in allowing his mnd to be diverted from
the work God woul d have himdo. He should have given this inportant
wor k rmuch sooner, and then inproved it as he could do so. The eneny has
been permitted to gain a march upon us in consequence of |ong delays on
our part. He will throw hindrances in our path, and if we will be
hi ndered he will exult. Long del ays nust not be permtted. Satan nust
be met in his bold advances, and be repulsed. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para.

12] p. 75, Para. 2, [1875M5].

El d. Haskell has done a good work in the tract and mni ssionary
departnent. He needs to ever connect closely with Heaven, that he may
be | ed and taught of God. He has nmde sone m stakes, but not
intentionally. His zeal and concentrated efforts in one direction |ed
himto | ose sight of other inportant considerations. He has pressed the
subj ect of giving neans in sone cases too far. Some of the poor have
done nore than they should, while those who have been entrusted as
God's stewards with a | arge amount of means, have done but little.
God's servants nust discrimnate, and work cautiously, judiciously, and



ever give right counsel to the |liberal, conscientious souls who are
poor. God will have his servants connect so closely with himthat they
may have the mind of Christ. Ellen G White. Gakland, Cal., Cctober 20,
1875. [Cf: RH 11-04-75 para. 13] p. 75, Para. 3, [1875M9]

[We give in the follow ng the substance of an appeal made by Ms. W,
April 16, 1875, on the dangers of del ayi ng obedi ence, addressed to a
man and his wife who were hearing | ectures and were hesitating on the
poi nt of obedi ence according to the conviction of their mnds. And we
are sorry to say that these persons have taken the course that they
were warned to avoid. For the benefit of others in sinilar danger, the
appeal is now given. J. W] [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 1] p. 75, Para. 4,
[ 1875M5]

Dear Brother and Sister: | had hoped to neet you again before we
crossed the plains, but this may not be. | have thought nmuch of our

i nterview at your house, and have prayed that you both may have
strength to walk in the path of obedi ence. You have had |ight, but
Satan will not |let you pursue the narrow road, and becone | oyal and
true to all God's requirenents, wi thout contesting every inch of
ground. He has his agents in nmen who profess, as did Satan when he
tenpted Christ, to be mnisters of righteousness. They would belittle
in your minds God's holy commandnents. Satan is at war with that |aw
which is the foundation of God's governnment in Heaven and in earth. God
has Il et his |light shine upon you. WIlIl you, dear friends, cherish the
light? Men may cone in the garb of holiness, having error and truth

m xed together, and many be deceived. Satan quoted Scripture to Christ,
showi ng that he could use Scripture to work his deception upon m nds
Those who are acquainted with their own hearts know the necessity of
bei ng cl osely connected with God in order to have divine wisdomto
discern the wiles of Satan and to cling, with firm unyielding grasp to
Jesus. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 2] p. 76, Para. 1, [1875M5].

There is no nook or corner of the world, however secluded, where error
and sin have not found their way. Error is often presented in a
specious garb, so that it requires nore than human wi sdomto detect the
fal sehood under the pretension of truth. If error was never m ngled
with truth, it would not be so subtle in its influence upon the nind.
If error stood forth alone in its true, hideous form souls would not
be deceived. But there are many who see attractions in error, and wl|l
eagerly feast upon it, although it poisons the mind. Error always
injures the soul and deforms the character. Error may, at first sight,
appear plausible, but its tendency is to corrupt the heart, and to
ensnare its victins. We often hear it stated that it matters not what
one believes if his life is only right. But the life is nolded by the
faith. If light and truth, are within our reach, and we neglect to
i nprove the privilege of hearing and seeing the truth, we virtually
reject it, and choose darkness rather than light. Said Christ to the
Jews, "Ye will not cone to ne, that ye mght have life." [Cf: RH 12-02-
75 para. 3] p. 76, Para. 2, [1875M5].

| beseech you, ny brother and sister, to inquire of God, as those who
are willing to know the right way, What is truth? Do not willingly
cheat your own souls of the light which you may have if you will. Like
t he nobl e Bereans, search the Scriptures daily, and see whether these
things are so. And be true to your convictions of truth and of duty.
Many infidels are conpelled to be such because they cannot consent to



accept truth the living out of which would require a sacrifice on their
part. Convenience is consulted by many who profess Christ. There is a
desire to clinb up some other way--one that will require |ess
sacrifice. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 4] p. 76, Para. 3, [1875M5

Said Christ, "He that will conme after me, let himdeny hinself, and
take up his cross and follow ne." To follow Jesus fully requires a
t hor ough conversion. Hal fway converts nmeke hal fhearted Christians.
Again, said Christ, "He that is not for nme is against ne, and he that
gathereth not with me scattereth abroad." The plain words of truth
spoken by our Saviour sifted his followers down to a few faithful ones
who | aid the foundation of the Christian church. Many of the wealthy,
honor abl e, and nobl e ones of the world were charnmed with the teachings
of Christ, and had a desire to follow him But when the truth in its
practical bearings was brought honme to their hearts and lives, they
drew back, and wal ked no nore with Jesus. The young rul er was desirous
of following Christ. "Sell all that thou hast," said the Master, "and
cone, follow me, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven." He coul d not
conply with the ternms. His poor, selfish heart |oved his possessions
better than the ki ngdom of God, and he turned fromfollow ng his
Saviour. He turned from his heavenly treasure, went back to his

i dolatrous love of his earthly treasures, and |ost eternal riches. [Cf
RH 12-02-75 para. 5] p. 76, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Jesus requires the entire surrender of the soul to himw thout
conprom se. Those who are thoroughly converted will never be anpbng
those who cowardly plead, "I pray thee have nme excused." The living
Christian loves duty, and enjoys even the severities which he nust
bear, if he is a soldier of the cross of Christ. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para.
6] p. 77, Para. 1, [1875M5].

We feel the greatest anxiety for souls who are in the valley of
decision. W feel a dread of Satan's attacks upon these poor souls. He
wat ches his opportunity to bring his powers to bear when he sees that
there is a possibility of hindering souls fromdeciding to be wholly on
the Lord's side. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 7] p. 77, Para. 2, [1875M5].

VWhile the Spirit of God is convicting you of the truth, do not stop to
cavil, but believe. Do not find fault, but listen to evidence. Yield
your pride to humlity, and exchange your prejudice for candor. Confer
not with flesh and bl ood, but surrender all to God. Take the Bible as
your guide, and earnestly inquire, "Lord, what wilt thou have nme to
do?" When you once yield your natural independence and self-will for a
childlike, subm ssive obedience, and are willing to be taught, you will
hear the voice of the true Shepherd saying, "This is the way, walk ye
init." Christ does not propose to teach the self-conceited and self-
willed. It is only the neek whom he pl edges to guide in judgnent, and
to whom he will teach his way. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 8] p. 77, Para.
3, [1875M5]

If you are in search of truth, obedience will not be difficult. If you
really want to know the Master's will, you will thankfully receive it.
We are learners in the school of Christ. A genuine love for Jesus will
of necessity create a love for the truth. Treasure up the truth in your
heart. Seek know edge. Make this your daily prayer: "Wth my whole
heart have | sought thee; O let me not wander fromthy commandnents.
Open thou mne eyes, that | may behol d wondrous things out of thy law "



We are not safe only as we nold our daily life after the divine
Pattern. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 9] p. 77, Para. 4, [1875M5].

| entreat you, ny dear friends, to nove guardedly; for you are nmaking
decisions for eternity. Walk in the light while you have the |light. Let
no one influence you to turn fromthe truth. You can never be
sanctified through error. Christ prayed to his Father in behalf of his
di sciples: "Sanctify themthrough thy truth; thy word is truth." It is
a time and age of the world when error prevails, and with nearly all is
accepted as truth. Error is no less error because it has been instilled
into mnds fromtheir very youth. Error is taught in schools, and
preached fromthe pulpit. Theories are advanced whi ch have no
foundation in the word of God. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 10] p. 78, Para.
1, [1875M8].

You made the remark, "My parents were godly, and they kept Sunday, and
will be saved. If | keep the day which they kept, why will not | be as
safe as they?" Your relatives and friends may have lived up to the
light they had. They are not accountable for the |light which shines in
your day, which they did not have. If you have greater |ight than your
fathers, and you live up to that light as faithfully as your fathers
did to the |Iight which shone upon them you will be saved by obeying as
they will be saved by obedience to the Iight which the Lord permtted
to shine upon them "And this is the condemation, that light is cone
into the world, and nmen | oved darkness rather than |ight, because their
deeds were evil." "If | had not conme and spoken unto them they had not
had sin; but now they have no cloak for their sin." W are responsible
for the light which shines upon our path. This is our day of visitation
and privileges. God is setting before us solem truth. WIIl we accept
it? Reject not present |ight, and do not |ightly esteem God's gracious
opportunities. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 11] p. 78, Para. 2, [1875M5

If God in nercy has permitted light to shine out of darkness, and has
renoved the mist fromyour eyes that have been long blinded to the
clainms of his holy law, | beseech you to cherish the light and walk in
it, lest it beconme darkness. We are living in the perils of the |ast
days. It is not safe to be careless and indifferent now Wth hunble
hearts and perfect submission to the will of God, we should pray
earnestly to be kept fromerror and that we may be guided into al
truth. Truth sanctifies. Error corrupts. The soul can be kept pure and
strengt hened only by walking in the light as Christ is in the light.
[Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 12] p. 78, Para. 3, [1875M5]

My heart has been drawn out in |love to you. | have longed to see you
nmovi ng out understandi ngly upon the truth, committing the keepi ng of
your souls to God. In faith, press through the noral darkness of error
and unbelief, and yield your souls' best and holiest affections to him
He has cl ai ns upon you which you cannot resist and be guiltless.
entreat of you to yield yourselves to God in faith. He can and will
receive you with all your peculiarities of tenperament, and with al
your trials and tenptations, and with all your duties, your cares, and

burdens of responsibility, and will bear you and al so your every
burden, and will bring all your powers under the control of his grace.
God will conme to your help, and will aid you in your warfare. Hi s

messages of truth and warning are sent to save you, but not to flatter
and amuse you. VWiile truth deals in an unsparing manner with your sins,
it has the deepest conpassion for your soul. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 13]



p. 78, Para. 4, [1875Mg].

Every taxing duty beconmes easy, and every sacrifice beconmes a

pl easure, to those whomthe truth nmakes free. What a victory is gained
when the carnal life ceases, and the spiritual life begins. The Lord
gui des. The Lord keeps. The | ove of God, and obedience to all his
commandnents, bring all the powers of the soul into obedience to his
will. What can constrain the heart and affections |ike |ove--sanctified
| ove. That | ove which brings the soul into connection with Heaven is
nore earnest, fervent, and enduring for earthly relatives than any
other. There is nothing in the heart at war with God's requirenents.

The mind, submi ssive and obedient, will love to do all his
commandnents. Evil will be abhorred, and the good will be chosen. There
will be no self-denial or self-sacrifice that is grievous, for the

heart delights in doing for Christ, and seeking to save souls from
error and fromthe transgression of the holy | aw of God. Wen God has
control of the affections, the mind will not be selfish, nor shrink
fromsacrifices. [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 14] p. 79, Para. 1, [1875M5].

The committing of the soul to God is essential for our salvation. You
cannot follow a course of your own choosing, and be at war with the | aw

of God, living in disobedience to his requirenents, and yet be in
harmony with God. Entire obedience to the will of God will bring
courage, hope, peace, and happiness, to the soul. There will be seen

wat chf ul ness, diligence and prayer, self-denial, self-crucifixion and
active benevol ence. John thus describes the faithful whom he saw in
vi sion upon the isle of Patnos:-- [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 15] p. 79,
Para. 2, [1875M5].

"After this | beheld, and, lo, a great nultitude, which no man could
nunmber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before the Lanb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands; and cried with a |loud voice, saying, Salvation to
our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lanmb." [Cf: RH 12-
02-75 para. 16] p. 79, Para. 3, [1875M5]

"And one of the el ders answered, saying unto ne, Wat are these which
are arrayed in white robes? and whence cane they? And | said unto him
Sir, thou knowest. And he said to ne, These are they which canme out of
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and nade them white in
the bl ood of the Lanb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and
serve himday and night in his tenple; and he that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell anpng them They shall hunger no nore, neither
thirst any nore; neither shall the sun |ight on them nor any heat; for
the Lanb which is in the nidst of the throne shall feed them and shal
lead themunto living fountains of waters; and God shall w pe away al
tears fromtheir eyes." [Cf: RH 12-02-75 para. 17] p. 79, Para. 4,

[ 1875MS] .

What an exanpl e have the martyrs for Jesus left us in their lives of
sel f-denial and sacrifice. They were faithful and true to principle.
Al t hough prisons, tortures, inquisitions, gibbets, and the stake
threatened them they counted not their lives dear unto thensel ves.
Their love for the truth was here nmanifested. They chose to obey the
truth at the expense of great suffering. The world was not worthy of
these heroes of faith. They died for their faith. The pure gold was
refined fromall dross through trial and suffering. As these shal



enter the portals of glory they will shout in triunph: We overcane by
the bl ood of the Lanb, and by the word of our testinmony. W were
faithful unto death, and now receive a crown of |ife. Shouts of triunph
will come fromlips that never triunphed before. Those who were too
timd to praise God vocally were not too tinmd to die for their Lord.
They struggl ed and fought the good fight of faith. They were steadfast
to the end. They will unite their glad voices in the universal songs of
triunph and victory, praising God that they were accounted worthy to
recei ve the heavenly benediction "well done" fromthe Master they

| oved, and for whomthey suffered. His own right hand will place upon
their brows crowns of immortal glory that fade not away. [Cf: RH 12-02-
75 para. 18] p. 80, Para. 1, [1875M5].

| have been shown that no nman's judgment should be surrendered to the
judgment of any one man. But when the judgnent of the Genera
Conference, which is the highest authority that God has upon the earth,
is exercised, private independence and private judgnent nust not be
mai nt ai ned, but surrendered. - Testinonies For The Church, Vol. I1]
page 492 (1875) [Cf: Paul son Collection p. 422 para. 02] p. 80, Para.
2, [1875M8].

One of the strongest tenptations to man i s upon the point of appetite.
Between the mind and the body there is a nysterious and wonderfu

rel ati on. They react upon each other. To keep the body in a healthy
condition, to develop its strength, that every part of the living
machi nery may act harnoni ously, should be the first study of our life.
To neglect the body is to neglect the mnd. God cannot be glorified by
his children's having sickly bodies or dwarfed nminds. To indul ge the
taste at the expense of health is a wi cked abuse of the senses. Those
who engage in any species of intenperance in eating or drinking, waste
t he physical energies and weaken noral power. They will feel the
retribution which follows the transgression of physical law. [Cf: The
Heal th Refornmer 08-01-75 para. 01] p. 80, Para. 3, [1875M5]

The Redeener of the world knew that the indul gence of appetite would
bri ng physical debility and deaden the perceptive organs so that sacred
and eternal things would not be discerned. Christ knew that the world
was given up to gluttony, and that this indul gence woul d pervert the
noral powers. If the indul gence of appetite was so strong upon the race
as to require a fast of nearly six weeks by the divine Son of God, in
behal f of man, to break its power, what a work is before the Christian
in order that he nay overconme, even as Christ overcanme. The strength of
the tenptation to indul ge perverted appetite can be neasured only by
t he i nexpressible anguish of Christ in that long fast in the
wi | derness. [Cf: The Health Reformer 08-01-75 para. 02] p. 80, Para.

4, [1875M5].

Christ knew that in order to successfully carry forward the plan of
sal vati on he nmust commence the work of redeenming man just where the
ruin began. Adamfell on the point of appetite. In order to inpress
upon man his obligations to obey the |law of God, Christ began his work
of redenption by reform ng the physical habits of man. The decl ension
in virtue and the degeneracy of the race were chiefly attributable to
t he indul gence of perverted appetite. [Cf: The Health Reformer 08-01-75
para. 03] p. 81, Para. 1, [1875Ms].

There is a solem responsibility upon all, especially upon mnisters



who teach the truth, to overcome on the point of appetite. The

useful ness of ministers of Christ would be nuch greater if they had
control of their appetites and passions; and their nental and noral
powers woul d be stronger if they should conmbi ne physical [abor with
mental exertion. They could, with strictly tenperate habits, with
ment al and physical |abor conbined, acconplish a far greater amount of
| abor and preserve clearness of mnd. If they should pursue such a
course their thoughts and words would flow nore freely, their religious
exerci ses woul d be nmore energized, and the inpressions nade upon their
hearers would be nore marked. [Cf: The Health Reforner 08-01-75 para.
04] p. 81, Para. 2, [1875M5].

I ntenperance in eating, even of food of the right quality, will have a
prostrating i nfluence upon the system and will blunt the keener and
holier enmptions. Strict tenperance in eating and drinking is highly
essential for the healthy preservation and vigorous exercise of all the
functions of the body. Strictly tenperate habits, conbined with the
exertion of the nuscles as well as the exercise of the mind, wll
preserve both mental and physical vigor, and give power of endurance to
those engaged in the mnistry, to editors, and to all others whose
habits are sedentary. [Cf: The Health Reformer 08-01-75 para. 05] p
81, Para. 3, [1875M5]

As a people, with all our profession of health reform we eat too
much. 1 ndul gence of appetite is the greatest cause of physical and
mental debility, and lies at the foundation of feebleness which is
apparent everywhere. [Cf: The Health Reformer 08-01-75 para. 06] p
81, Para. 4, [1875M5].

I nt enper ance commences at our tables in the use of unheal thful food.
After a tinme, through continual indul gence, the digestive organs becone
weakened, and the food taken does not satisfy the appetite. Unhealthy
conditions are established, and there is a craving for nore stimnulating
food. Tea, coffee, and flesh-neats, produce an i medi ate effect. Under
the influence of these poisons the nervous systemis excited. In sone
cases, for the tinme being, the intellect seenms to be invigorated and
the inmagi nati on nmore vivid. Because this is the result of these
stimul ants, many conclude that they really need them and continue the
use of those things which produce for the tine being such agreeable
results. But there is always an after result. There is reaction. The
nervous system has been unduly excited to borrow power fromthe future
resources of strength for present use. [Cf: The Health Refornmer 08-01-
75 para. 07] p. 81, Para. 5, [1875M5]

All this tenporary excitenent of the systemis followed by depression.
In proportion as these stimulants tenporarily excite the system will
there be a letting down of the power of the organs that have been thus
excited, after the stinmulus has lost its force. The appetite is
educated to crave sonething stronger, which will have a tendency to
keep up and increase the agreeable excitenent, until indul gence becones
habit, and there is a continual craving for stronger stinmulus, as
tobacco, wines, and liquors. As the appetite is indul ged, the denand
will be nore frequent, and the power of control nore difficult. The
nore the appetite is indulged, the nore the system becones debilitated
and unable to do without this unnatural stinulus, and the passion for
these things increases until the will is overborne, and there seens to
be no power to deny the unnatural craving for these indul gences. [Cf



The Health Reformer 08-01-75 para. 08] p. 81, Para. 6, [1875MS].

The only safe course is to touch not, taste not, and handle not, tea,
cof fee, wi nes, tobacco, opium and alcoholic drinks. There is double
necessity for the nmen of this generation to call to their aid the power
of the will, strengthened by the grace of God, in order to wthstand
the tenptations of Satan, and resist the |east indul gence of perverted
appetite. The present generation have | ess power of self-control than
those who have lived several generations back. Those who have i ndul ged
the appetite for these stinmulants have transmitted their depraved
appetites and passions to their children, and greater noral power is
required to resist the indul gence of intenperance in all its forms. The
only perfectly safe course to pursue is to stand firmy on the side of
t enperance and not venture in the path of danger. [Cf: The Health
Ref ornmer 08-01-75 para. 09] p. 82, Para. 1, [1875M5]

The great end for which Christ endured that long fast in the

wi | derness was to teach us the necessity of self-denial and tenperance.
This work should comence at our tables, and should be strictly carried
out in all the concerns of life. The Redeemer of the world came from
Heaven to help man in his weakness, that he m ght beconme strong in the
power which he canme to bring him to overcone appetite and passion, and
m ght be victor on every point. [Cf: The Health Reforner 08-01-75 para.
10] p. 82, Para. 2, [1875M5]

Many parents educate the tastes of their children, and formtheir
appetites. They indulge themin eating flesh-neats, and in drinking tea
and coffee. The highly seasoned flesh-neats and tea and cof fee which
some mot hers encourage their children to use are preparing the way for
themto crave stronger stinulants, as tobacco; and the use of tobacco
encourages the appetite for |iquor. The use of tobacco and |i quor
i nvariably | essens nerve power. [Cf: The Health Reforner 08-01-75 para.
11] p. 82, Para. 3, [1875M5]

If Christians would have their noral sensibilities aroused upon the
subj ect of tenperance in all things, they could, by their exanple,
comencing at their tables, help those who are weak in self-control
and al nost powerless to resist the cravings of appetite. If we could
realize that our eternal destiny depends upon strictly tenperate
habits, and that the habits we formin this life will affect our
eternal interests, we should work to the point of strict tenperance in
eating and in drinking. By our exanple and personal effort we may be
the neans of saving many souls fromthe degradati on of intenperance,
crinme, and death. Qur sisters can do nmuch in the great work of the
sal vation of others by spreading their tables with only healthful
nouri shing food. They may enploy their precious time in educating the
tastes and appetites of their children, and in form ng habits of
tenperance in all things, and encouragi ng self-denial and benevol ence
for the good of others. [Cf: The Health Refornmer 08-01-75 para. 12] p
82, Para. 4, [1875M5].

Not wi t hst andi ng the exanple Christ has given us in the wlderness of
tenptation by denial of appetite and overconing its power, there are
many Christian nothers who are, by their exanple, and in the education
of their children, preparing themto becone gluttons and w ne-bi bbers.
Children are frequently indulged in eating what they choose, and when
t hey please, without reference to health. There are many children who



are educated gormands from their babyhood. Through indul gence of
appetite they are made dyspeptics at an early age. |ntenperance in
eating and sel f-indul gence grow with their gromh and strengthen with
their strength. Mental and physical vigor are sacrificed through the

i ndul gence of parents. A habit beconmes established for certain articles
of food from which they can receive no benefit, but only injury; and as
the systemis taxed, the constitution becones debilitated. [Cf: The
Heal th Refornmer 08-01-75 para. 13] p. 83, Para. 1, [1875M5]

M ni sters, teachers, and students should beconme intelligent in regard
to the necessity of physical exercise in the open air. They negl ect
this most essential duty for the preservation of health. They closely
apply their mnds to books, and eat the allowance of a |aboring nman.
Under such habits, sonme grow corpul ent because the systemis clogged,
whil e others becone | ean, feeble, and weak, because their vital powers
are exhausted in throwi ng off excess of food; the liver becones
burdened and unable to throw off the inpurities in the blood, and
sickness is the result. If physical exercise were conbined with nenta
exertion, the blood would be quickened in its circulation, the action
of the heart would be nore perfect, inpure matter would be thrown off,
and new life and vigor would be experienced in every part of the body.
[Cf: The Health Refornmer 08-01-75 para. 14] p. 83, Para. 2, [1875M5

VWhen the minds of mnisters, school teachers, and students, are
continually excited by study, and the body is allowed to be inactive,
the nerves of enption are taxed, while the nerves of notion are
i nactive. The wear is all upon the nmental organs, and they becone
overwor ked and enfeebl ed, the nuscles |ose their vigor for want of
bei ng enpl oyed, and there is not an inclination to exercise the nuscles
by engagi ng i n physical |abor because exertion seens to be irksomne.

[Cf: The Health Reformer 08-01-75 para. 15] p. 83, Para. 3, [1875M5

As our first parents |ost Eden through the indul gence of appetite, our
only hope of regaining Eden is through the firm denial of appetite and
passi on. Abstem ousness in diet, and control of all the passions, wll
preserve the intellect so that men may have nental and noral vigor to
bring all their propensities under the control of the higher power, and
to retain clearness of intellect to discern between right and w ong,
bet ween sacred and common things. [Cf: The Health Reforner 08-01-75
para. 16] p. 83, Para. 4, [1875M9]

The control ling power of appetite will prove the ruin of thousands,
when, if they had conquered on this point, they would have noral power
to gain victory over every other tenptation of Satan. But slaves to
appetite will fail in perfecting Christian character. The continua
transgressi on of man for six thousand years has brought sickness, pain
and death, as its fruits. [Cf: The Health Reformer 08-01-75 para. 17]
p. 83, Para. 5, [1875M5].



