Legally Divorced yet Married in God's Sight-- A woman may be legally
di vorced from her husband by the | aws of the land, and yet not divorced
in the sight of God and according to the higher law. There is only one
sin, which is adultery, which can place the husband or wife in a
position where they can be free fromthe marriage vow in the sight of
God. Although the laws of the land may grant a divorce, yet they are
husband and wife still in the Bible |light, according to the |aws of
God. [Cf: 1MR159.03] p. 1, Para. 1, [1863M5].

| saw that Sister , as yet, has no right to marry another man,
but if she, or any other woman, should obtain a divorce legally on the
ground that her husband was guilty of adultery, then she is free to be
married to whom she chooses. Ms. 2, 1863, p. 4. ("Testinopny to Mnterey

Church," June 6, 1863.) [Cf: 1WMR159.04] p. 1, Para. 2, [1863M5]

I was shown sone things in regard to you. | saw that you have
sonmething to do. You believe the truth, but you get fanciful views of
Scripture and talk out these ideas which your mind has run upon, which
have injured your efforts in the Sabbath school. You nust restrain your
m nd upon this point. The plain chain of truth has been dug out and
presented in publications and fromthe desk. In reading and studying
the Scriptures you are in danger of getting a fanciful understandi ng of
them -original views of your own which do not harnonize with the faith
of the body. In reading and explaining the Scriptures you should be
very careful not to depart fromthe expressed and established views
whi ch have been given by those in the faith who have sought for truth
as for hid treasure, who have endured any | abor and spared no expense,
who have in the fear of God presented a harnoni ous chain of truth. [Cf
3MR260.01] p. 1, Para. 3, [1863M5].

| saw, Brother Sawyer, that your inclinations to be rather fanatica
i njured your useful ness and placed you where it was unsafe for you to
bear any great responsibility in the church. [Cf: 3MR260.02] p. 1,
Para. 4, [1863Mg]

| saw that you are in danger and nust guard yourself on every side or
the enemy will take great advantage of you. You feel a zeal for the
truth, and there would not be any special danger in this zeal if you
did not let it carry you too far. You get sone fanciful views and
interpretations of Scripture and get very ani mated upon them and | ead
mnds in the wong direction. There is enough plain Scripture truth for
young and old to safely dwell upon with profit and you should nore
closely confine yourself to the explanation of those scriptures which
have been dug out, and the body settled upon their nmeaning, and then
you will not raise a controversy or cause a jangle in the feelings of
your brethren. [Cf: 3MR260.03] p. 1, Para. 5, [1863M5].

You rnust restrain the disposition within you of being original. You
nust | ean upon the faith of the body or you will mar the work of God,
and injure the truth. No new views should be advocated by preachers or
peopl e upon their own responsibility. Al new ideas should be
t horoughly i nvestigated and deci ded upon. |If there is any weight in
them they should be adopted by the body; if not, rejected. Unless there
is order in these things there would soon be great confusion in our
ranks. It is not in the order of God for one to feel at liberty to
express his views independent of the body, another express his, and so



on. |If such a course should be taken we should not all speak the sane
things and with one mind glorify God. All of us have a part to act, but
it is in union with the body. You could be of use in the church if you
woul d get rid of the tendency there is in you to be a little fanati cal
to let your mind run too much to the fanciful.--Letter 8, 1863, pp. 1
2. (To "Dear Brother Sawyer," undated.) [Cf: 3MR261.01] p. 1, Para. 6,
[ 1863MS] .

| saw that now we shoul d take special care of the health God has given
us, for our work was not yet done. Qur testinony nust yet be borne and
woul d have influence. | saw that | had spent too much tine and strength
in sewing and waiting upon and entertaining conpany. | saw that home
cares should be thrown off. The preparing of garnments is a snare
others can do that. God has not given nme strength for such | abor. W
shoul d preserve our strength to |labor in H's cause, and bear our
testimony when it is needed. | saw that we should be careful of our
strength and not take upon ourselves burdens that others can and should
bear. [Cf: 5MR104.01] p. 2, Para. 1, [1863M5].

I saw that we shoul d encourage a cheerful, hopeful, peaceful frame of
m nd, for our health depends upon our doing this. | saw that it was
duty for everyone to have a care for his health, but especially should
we turn our attention to our health, and take time to devote to our
health that we may in a degree recover fromthe effects of overdoing
and overtaxing the mind. The work God requires of us will not shut us
away fromcaring for our health. The nore perfect our health, the nore
perfect will be our labor. [Cf: 5MR104.02] p. 2, Para. 2, [1863M5].

I saw that when we tax our strength, overlabor, and weary ourselves
much, then we take colds and at such tinmes are in danger of diseases
taki ng a dangerous form W nust not | eave the care of ourselves for
God to see to and to take care of that which He has left for us to
wat ch and care for. It is not safe or pleasing to God to violate the
| aws of health and then ask Hmto take care of our health and keep us
fromdi sease when we are living directly contrary to our prayers. | saw
that it was a sacred duty to attend to our health, and arouse others to
their duty, and yet not take the burden of their case upon us. Yet we
have a duty to speak, to conme out agai nst intenperance of every kind--

i ntenperance in working, in eating, in drinking, and in druggi ng--and
then point themto God's great medicine, water, pure soft water, for
di seases, for health, for cleanliness, and for a luxury. [Cf
5MR104. 03] p. 2, Para. 3, [1863M5]

| saw that my husband should not suffer his mnd to dwell upon the
wrong side--the dark, gloony side. He should put from hi m saddening
t hought s and saddeni ng subj ects, and be cheerful, happy, grateful, and
shoul d have a firmreliance upon God and an unshaken confi dence and
trust in Hm His health will be nuch better if he can control his
mnd. | saw that of all others ny husband should have all the rest he
can get [on] Sabbath when not preaching. He should not carry into the
Sabbat h his weekly occupation, that witing he has been doing through
the week. [Cf: 5MR105.01] p. 2, Para. 4, [1863M5]

| saw that we should not be silent upon the subject of health, but
shoul d wake up minds to the subject.--Ms 1, 1863, pp. 5, 6. (Testinony
regardi ng James and Ellen Wiite, 1863, vision given on Sabbath, June 6,
1863.) [Cf: 5MR105.02] p. 2, Para. 5, [1863MS].



Organi zation is to bring into agreenment and union individuals who will
pl edge thenmsel ves to have a care for each other, to advise with and
counsel each other. Elders, local and traveling, are appointed by the
church and by the Lord to oversee the church, to reprove, exhort, and
rebuke the unruly and to confort the feeblem nded. There is no higher
tribunal upon earth than the church of God. And if the nmenbers of the
church will not submit to the decision of the church, and will not be
counsel ed and advised by it, they cannot be helped. |If one and then
anot her think they know best and choose their own judgnment instead of
the judgnent of the church, what kind of a church would we have? What
woul d be the use of a church if each one is permtted to choose his own
course of action? Everything would be in the greatest confusion; there
woul d be no harnony, no union. [Cf: 5MR295.01] p. 3, Para. 1,

[ 1863MS] .

| was referred to Hebrews 13:17: "Obey themthat have the rule over
you, and subnit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that
must give account." 1 Thessal onians 5:12, 13: "And we beseech you,
brethren, to know t hem whi ch | abor anbng you, and are over you in the
Lord, and adnoni sh you; and to esteemthemvery highly in love for
their work's sake." Matthew 18:15-18: "Mbreover, if thy brother shal
trespass against thee, go and tell himhis fault between thee and him
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two nore, that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if
he shall neglect to hear the church, let himbe unto thee as an heat hen
man and a publican. Verily | say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall |oose on earth
shal |l be | oosed in heaven." [Cf: 5MR295.02] p. 3, Para. 2, [1863M5].

God has best owed power on the church and the mnisters of the church
and it is not alight matter to resist the authority and despise the
judgment of God's ministers. . . . You should have submitted to the
judgment of the church. If they decided wong, God could take hold of
this matter in His own tinme and vindicate the right. He does not |ay
upon you the responsibility of keeping the church in order.--Letter 5,
1863, pp. 1-3. (To Brother and Sister Scott, July 6, 1863.) [Cf
5MR296. 01] p. 3, Para. 3, [1863MS].

We | eft Topshamthe fifteenth, conplying with the urgent request of
the church in this place. W travel ed day and ni ght, near one thousand
mles; left Topsham Tuesday arriving at Battle Creek Thursday about
four o' clock p.m W lived on our sinple fare of crackers and apples
until we sat down at our own table in our own home. | did not fee
justified to pay fifty cents apiece for eating at the places of
refreshnments when we could just as well take our sinple fare and | unch
it on the road. We tasted nothing warm fromthe comrencenent of the
journey to the close.--Letter 10, 1863. (To Sister Cornell, Decenber
22, 1863.) [Cf: 5MR385.02] p. 3, Para. 4, [1863M5].

| saw in nmy last vision that Waukon was not the place for John. . . .

| saw that he had been in perfect bondage to his uncles and had tried
in every way to please them A continual fear of his uncles has been
upon him . . . | saw again that it was not safe for John to be in
Waukon for other reasons. . . . | saw that John should not go to WAaukon
to remain there.--Letter 2, 1863. (To Brother Cornell, June 20, 1863.)



[Cf: 5MR435.01] p. 3, Para. 5, [1863Mg].

I was shown that Brethren Loughborough, [Mses] Hull, and [J.N.]
Andr ews have been greedy for too nmany books. They have read and studied
nore than they can retain, and | was shown that nuch study is a
weariness of the flesh (Ecclesiastes 12:12). They have not given the
mnd tine to rest, and the mnd affects the body. Weary the mnd and
the body suffers. It is injured. They have taken upon the m nd nore
than they can use to any advantage, and then they injure the work,
injure the effect of the truth that they woul d advocate, by crowding
into one discourse so much and meki ng so many points that m nds cannot
al ways appreciate or follow them Mre success would attend their
| abors if they riveted one or two points in the mnds of the hearers
and neke these points of vital inportance, press them hone and urge
upon them the danger of rejecting the |ight upon those points. Let the
m nds of the hearers distinctly understand the bearing of every point
and then urge to a decision. [Cf: 9MR206.01] p. 4, Para. 1, [1863MS]

I was shown that the tine that is consunmed in so nmuch readi ng and
study is often worse than thrown away. A | arge portion of the tine
spent over books and in studying should be spent before God inploring
H m for heavenly wi sdom and for strength and power to let the truth
which they do fully understand shine out before the people inits
cl earness and harnoni ous beauty. There is too little tine spent in
secret prayer and in sacred neditation. The cry of God's servants
shoul d be for the holy unction and to be clothed with salvation, that
what they preach may reach hearts. Time is so short and ministers of
these | ast days are so few that they should throw all their energies
into the work, and should be in close connection with God and holy
angel s, that a tremendous power nmay be in their preaching--a conpelling
power, to draw every soul who is honest and loves the truth right al ong
to enbrace it. [Cf: 9MR206.02] p. 4, Para. 2, [1863MS].

A nere theory of the truth is powerless. It needs the heavenly
endorsenent, the finish that God alone can give it. Every petition put
up in faith is | odged in heaven and will not be neglected, but wll
bring precious returns. | saw that there was too little praying, too
little hunbling the soul before God, too little laying hold above and
i mportuni ng and earnest westling with God that He nmay nmake His truth
li ke a sharp, two-edged sword, to cut every way. There has been nore
trusting in reading and studying than in the power of God. A Paul may
pl ant and an Apollos water, but God giveth the increase (1 Corinthians
3:6,7). God's mnisters have nore knowl edge than living faith and
godl i ness. These treasures all should seek after earnestly. Then will
t hey exercise tenperance in reading, in studying. They will depend nore
on the Spirit of God and His power to set hone the truth to the hearts
of the hearers than upon know edge obtained from nuch readi ng. The
theory of truth without the power of God will produce but little
effect. [Cf: 9MR207.01] p. 4, Para. 3, [1863Mg]

More coul d be acconplished at the present tinme.-- Manuscript 7, 1863,
pp. 1,2. ("For Mnisters," cir. 1863.) [Cf: 9MR207.02] p. 4, Para. 4,
[ 1863MS] .

Janmes Wiite Suffers Unpl easant Menories, Mist Del egate
Responsi bilities--Sabbath, June 6, 1863, | was shown sone things in
regard to my husband and nyself. | saw that Satan was persevering in



his efforts to destroy our useful ness. | saw that we neither understood
t he depth and keenness of the heart trials of the other. Each heart was
peculiarly sensitive, therefore each should be especially careful not
to cause the other one shade of sadness or trial. Trials w thout wll
cone, but strong in each other's |ove, each deeply synpathizing with
the other, united in the work of God, [we] can stand nobly, faithfully
together, and every trial will only work for good if well borne.... |
saw that my husband had expected others to carry out things just as
they were in his mnd, just as he would carry them out. Wen they fai
to do this, it annoys him his peace is destroyed. He can see and take
inreadily at a glance nore than sonme can see or conprehend with sone
study. This has troubled him because others could not carry out his

m nd and views of order and perfection in their work. Therefore he has
felt he nust see to this and that, fearing it will be done wong. Even
if it was done wong a few tinmes, he should not perplex his mnd and
take the burden of overseeing these things. Let those who |abor in the
Ofice learn, let them practice and study and perplex their own brains,
make a failure, correct it, and try again, avoiding their forner

m stakes. In this way they will learn to bear burdens and

responsi bilities and can take that care which it is their duty to take.
[Cf: 10MR23.02] ©p. 4, Para. 5, [1863MS].

My husband nust take tine to do those things which his judgnent tells
himw Il preserve his health. He has thought that he nust throw off the
burdens which were upon himand | eave the Ofice and throw off
responsibilities and cares, or his mnd would be a weck. | saw that
when the Lord released himfrom his position, He would give himjust a
cl ear evidence of his release as He gave himwhen He | aid the burden of
the work upon him But | saw that he had borne too many burdens and his
m ni stering brethren have | et himbear them They have stood back and
excused thensel ves whil e he was wei ghed down, crushed beneath censure
until God vindicated His cause. If they had taken their share of the
burdens it would have eased himgreatly, but instead of this there have
been nore burdens caused by the course pursued by the mnisters than by
all the people. The shepherds have been unwi se and the poor sheep have
suffered fromunwi se, as well as from false, shepherds.--M. 1, 1863,
pp. 1, 4-5. ("Testinony Regarding Janes and Ellen Wiite.") [Cf
10MR24.01] ©p. 5, Para. 1, [1863M5].

In [Testinony] No. 9, you will see a note in regard to the East. | was
shown that, as God revived Hi s work, those who had fornerly been in
fanatici smwould be in danger of crediting their inpressions and
feelings, and the devil would use themto push poor souls into the
fire. Satan uses sone as |long as he can push souls into the waters
(into cold formality), and then when he has acconplished all he w shes
in that direction, he will give thema blind zeal and | ead themto be
noved by feelings and inpressions, and through themw Il push souls
into the fire to be consumed by fanaticism The Paris people have been
first pushed into the fire, next into the water, now again into the
fire. [Cf: 11MR352.01] p. 5, Para. 2, [1863M5].

My soul is sick and discouraged in regard to those who have been so

I ong rebel lious in Waukon. "For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry" (1 Sam 15:23). Souls in
Waukon have rebelled and stood fast in their rebellion, and very
recently they have professed to see thenselves, and their stubbornness
is changed to a spirit of witchcraft or divination. | call upon all who



have the cause of God one particle at heart to rise in the nane of the
Lord and put down the nmanifestations anong them [Cf: 11MR352.02] p
5, Para. 3, [1863M5].

In the last vision | was shown that sone in Waukon were just begi nning
to see thensel ves, but they had been in the snare of the devil so |ong,
and been influenced by evil angels so many years to resist the
testimoni es God had sent them that they could not recover thensel ves
from Satan's snare at once; and that such ones would have to walk in
deep hunmility, and live a |life of continual repentance before they
could redeemthe past. | saw that their forner experience has been so
dark and evil that they had not discernment enough to know the work and
spirit of Satan. They would as soon call darkness and error |ight, and
reject the true light and think thensel ves very near to God, when Satan
was controlling them Therefore it was not safe for themto foll ow
their own judgnent or to attenpt to lead or dictate in the |east; but
they must submit to do what their stubbornness has nmade exceeding
difficult for themto do--be led by the judgnment of others who have
been true to the cause of God. . . . [Cf: 11MR352.03] p. 6, Para. 1,

[ 1863MS] .

This work which you think may be of God is directly fromevil angels.
Beware of it. Resist it. Be afraid of it as you would of a rattl esnake.
W will not give it the |least quarter. . . . [Cf: 11MR353.01] p. 6
Para. 2, [1863Mg]

| have witten in great haste, in great earnestness, for | feel that
the case demands a speedy and severe renedy. Be assured that God will
not use individuals who have traveled nmuch in darkness to direct and
teach His children. These are perilous tinmes. God works through those
who have wal ked carefully and in humlity before Him those who have
been true; those who have noved understandingly and in H's fear.--
Letter 2, 1863, pp. 1,2,4. (To a | eading worker, June 20, 1863.) [Cf
11MR353.02] p. 6, Para. 3, [1863M9]

Church to Take Responsibility--1t was your duty to lay your case in
the hands of the church. Let them bear the responsibility. If they err
you are clear. They are accountable and not you.--Letter 5, 1863, pp
2-3. (Witten July 6, 1863, fromBattle Creek, Mchigan, to Brother and
Sister Scott.) [Cf: 15MR125.01] p. 6, Para. 4, [1863M5]

Deal Differently Wth O fenders--We nust bear with one another
remenbering our failings. Wth sone have conpassi on, naking a
difference; others save with fear, pulling themout of the fire. Al
cannot bear the sane rigid discipline. Al cannot be brought up to just
anot her's ideas of duty. Allowance nust be nmade for different
tenperaments and different m nds. God knows how to deal with us. But ny
heart has been sick as | have seen brother deal with brother and the
di sposition to catch another in his words, and to nmake a man an
of fender for a word. . . . [Cf: 15WMR125.02] p. 6, Para. 5, [1863M5].

| saw that all who profess the truth should unite together to walk in
church capacity, to be a nutual strength and help to each other. None
shoul d seek or dare to lord it over God's heritage or dare to hold off
and reject any one of their brethren w thout sufficient cause, but
shoul d | abor with them and bear with them as | ong as Jesus has borne
with them--Letter 12, 1863, pp. 2, 4. (Witten February 18, 1863, from



Battl e Creek, M chigan, to Dear Friends at Hanover, N.H) [Cf
15MR125.03] p. 7, Para. 1, [1863M5].

(Witten June 6, 1863, from Osego, Mchigan.)--Last evening while
engaged in famly prayer at Brother Hilliard's, the blessing of the
Lord rested upon us and | was taken off in vision. I was shown sone
things relating to the church at Monterey. It is Satan's object to
di vide and scatter them and neke them a proverb of reproach. [Cf
17MR153.01] p. 7, Para. 2, [1863M5].

I was shown that Brother Day is walking blindly; his feet are
stunbling. He nust nake "straight paths" for his feet, lest the "lanme
be turned out of the way" [ Heb. 12:13]. | was shown that Brother Day
had mani fested too nuch interest in the case of Sister Johnson. Many
eyes are upon them Brother Al bert has not understood hinmself. He has
not nmoved according to his usual good judgnent and prudence. He has
trusted too nuch to his own judgnment, and already he has unwittingly
injured the cause of truth which he has loved. [Cf: 17MR153.02] p. 7,
Para. 3, [1863M5].

I was pointed back to the testinony given for Brother Al bert sone
years since. | was then shown that Satan and those who despi sed our
faith were watching, ready to exult over his downfall. | saw, Brother
Al bert, should you follow in the course upon which you have started,
the triunph of unbelievers would be conplete and your influence would
be ruined. Already you have hurt the cause of truth. Already nany are
| ooki ng upon you with suspicion. [Cf: 17MR153.03] p. 7, Para. 4,

[ 1863MS] .

I was pointed back and shown the interest which you have nanifested
for Sister Johnson. It was, | saw, greater interest than you should
have taken in her case or in any other one situated as she was. In the
di vorce your influence was too great. These things have injured you.
Yet, if you had not taken the unw se course you have of |ate,
unbel i evers woul d not have | ooked with so nuch suspicion upon your past
i nterest which you have mani fested. You have had thoughts of naking
Si ster Johnson your wife. If you should do this, you give the death
blow to all the influence you have tried to exert in Mnterey. [Cf
17MR153.04] p. 7, Para. 5, [1863MS].

You have noved blindly, very blindly. If you should foll ow your own

m nd and purpose in this matter instead of being happy in your narriage
relation, you would be niserable. God's blessing would not attend you.
You woul d forfeit the confidence of your brethren. A few view natters
as you do, but they are as blind as yourself, and all of them are not
reliable. [Cf: 17MR154.01] p. 7, Para. 6, [1863M5].

| saw that Victor Johnson has dreadfully fallen, but | have seen that
if even now he hunbly repents he may return to God. Yet | doubt whether
he ever will cone into a position where God can acknowl edge himas Hi s.
[Cf: 17MR154.02] p. 7, Para. 7, [1863MS]

Years ago | was shown that God had pitied Victor. His love of drink is
constitutional; that is why the habit is so strong and so hard to
overcome. This accursed habit of using tobacco has led himto the old
irresistible hankering for strong drink. |I saw that his wife had
suffered much on his account, yet she has not always done as she should



and hel ped himas she shoul d. She has been fretful, conplaining,
faultfinding, finding fault with the brethren, telling her trials to
hi m who had all that he could do, with her help and the help of his
brethren, to overcone an appetite alnpbst as strong as death. She has
failed, greatly failed, at tinmes. [Cf: 17MR154.03] p. 8, Para. 1,

[ 1863MS] .

If she could ever have been that help to hi mshe should have been, and
refornmed him she would have saved her husband, and hers woul d have
been a gl orious reward; but she often had a set will of her own, a
purpose to carry out of her own. She was not yielding, and pressed him
often with her will and desire to do thus and so, when she m ght have
yielded as well as not. She is not clear in the sight of heaven. [Cf
17VMR154.04] p. 8, Para. 2, [1863M5].

Brot her Day, you were not as careful as you should have been to
abstain fromall appearance of evil before Sister Johnson |eft her
husband. You were in her conpany, often alone in conversation with her
However pure your notives, you have been judged, and now, especially
since the death of your w fe, unbelievers put their own construction on
the matter; and if you should make her your wife you would bring a
reproach upon yourself and the cause that your whole future life could
not wi pe away. You would give the enemes of our faith cause to
bl asphene. [Cf: 17MR155.01] p. 8, Para. 3, [1863M5]

Si ster Johnson is not clear in this matter. She has not been right or
felt right. God's Spirit has not guided you or her in this matter. You
have prayed over it, Brother Albert, but your desire and wish to follow
in a certain course has led you to take for Iight and evi dence that
which is no light and evidence, and the enemy has wrought here greatly
to your disadvantage but to his own great advantage. [Cf: 17MR155.02]

p. 8 Para. 4, [1863M5].

It is not safe, | saw, for you, or any other one in a case like this,
to mark out his own course, to take his cause in his own hand, run his
own risk, and trust to his own judgnent, however good that judgnment
m ght have been previously. A desire to take a certain course may | ead
the person to take for evidences that he is right, that which is no
evidence. His will is not in subjection to the will of God, and the
enenny often has much to do with controlling the will and desire of the
person. [Cf: 17MR155.03] p. 8, Para. 5, [1863M5].

A responsibility rests upon you, Brother Al bert. You have been
converted to the truth, have felt its saving power. You belong to the
church of the living God, belong to your brethren. You are united to
them by high and holy ties. You are not your own. It is a matter of
vital inportance to the church what course you take, and the church
shoul d have a right to speak in this matter when their prosperity and
i nfluence are so nearly concerned. [Cf: 17MR155.04] p. 8, Para. 6,

[ 1863MS] .

And again | saw, Brother Day, that the church [at Mnterey] has not
taken the right view of scripture. A wonman nay be legally divorced from
her husband by the laws of the |and and yet not divorced in the sight
of God and according to the higher law. There is only one sin, which is
adul tery, which can place the husband or wife in a position where they
can be free fromthe marriage vow in the sight of God. Although the



laws of the |land nay grant a divorce, yet they are husband and wife
still in the Bible light, according to the [ aws of God. [Cf
17MR156.01] p. 8, Para. 7, [1863M5].

| saw that Sister Johnson as yet has no right to marry another man
but if she or any other woman should obtain a divorce legally on the
ground that her husband was guilty of adultery, then she is free to be
married to whom she chooses. [Cf: 17MR156.02] p. 9, Para. 1, [1863M5]

| saw that Sister Johnson was not free to marry again. [Cf
17MR156.03] p. 9, Para. 2, [1863MS].

Then the matter was presented in another light. If there were no
difficulties and Al bert could nmarry her according to the I aws of the

| and and not violate God's | aw, yet he ought not to do so if by so
doi ng he injures the cause of present truth. That cause should be
dearer to himthan life itself; and if by marrying he should bring one
stain upon the cause of God, his wife is dearly purchased, and he
cannot be happy, for God's blessing will not attend him [Cf:
17MR156.04] p. 9, Para. 3, [1863M5].

| saw that Brother Al bert has highly regarded the truth; he has
sacrificed for the truth. Now he can make a sacrifice which cones
cl oser than his possessions. He nust die to self. Self nust be
sacrificed. Self is touched. H's owmn will rust be yielded and be
brought into subjection to the will of God. [Cf: 17MR156.05] p. 9,
Para. 4, [1863M5].

| saw that the church at Mnterey should | earn wi sdom Sonme have nmade
matters a great deal worse by going to extrenes. Brother David Runsey
has been too fast and acted unw sely. He has taken advantage of Brother
Al bert's failings to build hinself up. There is cause for deep humlity
on his part, and to consider himself |est he stunble and be overthrown.
Some who have had but little or no influence for good have been free to
talk to this matter and to exaggerate. That which they did not know,
t hey have surmi sed and guessed at. Such nout hs shoul d be stopped; they
are a curse to the church. [Cf: 17MR157.01] ©p. 9, Para. 5, [1863M5].

Brot her Al bert Day, | was pointed back and shown sone things in the
past. | was shown that you had noved injudiciously while your wife
lived, in frequently visiting Sister Johnson. There was a wong in this
matter, and these things caused your wi fe nuch secret sorrow and
sadness. She had the utnost confidence in your integrity, yet she did
not feel at ease. The appearance was evil. You have been infatuated
with Sister Johnson. She has insinuated herself into your favor. She
was not right; her heart was not right; her thoughts were not right.
[Cf: 17MR157.02] p. 9, Para. 6, [1863M5].

There is a sacred circle around every famly relation that never
shoul d be overstepped. No other one has the least right within that
sacred circle. You noved unwisely in interesting yourself so nmuch in
the case of Sister Johnson. You were stepping over that sacred circle
whi ch shoul d debar you fromthe famly of Sister Johnson and preserve
you exclusively to your own famly. Your synpathy and interest have
been enlisted, and that to your own hurt. [Cf: 17MR157.03] p. 9, Para.
7, [1863MS].



Si ster Johnson had no right to enlist your synpathy as she has. She is
nmore at fault than yourself in going to you with her fanmly troubles.
You have placed too nuch confidence in her. You have [a] too exalted
opi ni on of her. She does not bear all the Christian graces you think
she does. And for nonths her m nd has been directed in the wong
channel . Satan has poi soned her nind, her thoughts, and she has had a
power ful influence upon you, Brother Albert, and you have not known
what you were doing. [Cf: 17MR157.04] p. 10, Para. 1, [1863Mg]

It is tine for you to arouse if you have any regard for your future
prosperity and your eternal interest. The conversations you have had
toget her for nonths past have been displeasing to God and have injured
you both. Satan, | saw, had managed this matter to suit hinmself. And he
has been triunphing in his success. | saw that you are greatly
entangl ed, but that you should at once nake decided efforts to clear
yourself at once and finally from Sister Johnson. [Cf: 17MR158.01] p
10, Para. 2, [1863M5].

Brot her Carl Russman has not viewed matters right. He has taken for
granted things which he should not wi thout positive evidence, and
established things in his own mnd w thout sufficient foundation. [Cf
17MR158.02] p. 10, Para. 3, [1863M5

For some length of tine Sister Johnson's affections were weaned from
her husband and transferred to another. Brother Al bert has thought that
she woul d nake a good nother to his children. He is m staken. She is
not a woman with a hopeful turn of mind. She wal ks in a shadow, |acks
patience, is fretful and peevish, often to her own child, and she could

not begin to fill the place that one should in that fam ly. That
stricken flock need one with am able traits of character, hopeful
cheerful, forgiving, with a great fount of affection; one who will form

their characters not for the world but for heaven. [Cf: 17MR158.03] p
10, Para. 4, [1863M5].

Si ster Johnson has ever |oved you too well, and you have been unw se
and shown a preference for her, which has brought you in a position
where for a time your influence is gone. It is nowonly by hunmlity and
devotion to God that you can regain the confidence you have lost. It
will take time to heal the wound that you have brought upon the cause
of God. You have hurt yourself greatly. It will take tinme to do away
the effect of the wong course you have pursued. | saw that it was
perfectly natural for Victor to feel very bitter toward you. You have
said and done nuch of late in regard to himwhich he feels is cruel
You have sonmething to do to take back things which you have said and
done in order to get Victor away fromthe place. You should make things
as straight with himas you can, that your skirts may be clean fromhis
bl ood. [Cf: 17MR158.04] p. 10, Para. 5, [1863M5].

You have, Brother Al bert, offended your brethren. This is a sin in the
si ght of heaven. They were jeal ous for the cause of God. You spurned
their fears. Your judgnent was perverted, and they now have to suffer
on your account. | have seen, Brother Al bert, that you have been
i mprudent, and Victor has noticed things which have cast a sad gl oom
upon his spirits. You have mani fested a preference for the society of
Si ster Johnson which has been noticed and caused unbelievers to nake
remarks. These things have hurt your influence. It is not safe for two
famlies to be so closely united as your two fam |ies have been. By so



doi ng the shield which should guard the privacy and sacredness of every
fam |y is broken down and Satan | eads on to take a course to injure and
ruin the cause of God and one another. [Cf: 17MR159.01] p. 11, Para.

1, [1863Mg5]

Brother Albert, | have tried to shield you before the church and
before those who love to talk. | hope | have not carried the matter too
far in trying to shield you. I fear | have. | fear that the course
have taken will cause some to doubt the truthful ness of the visions and
think me partial. | was shown that nany were jeal ous of you, and this
is one apology for my doing as | have done. But now as | speak directly
to you | dare not spare you. Your inprudence has been highly censurable
in the sight of God. May the Lord tear off the veil which has blinded
you and let you see all things clearly. [Cf: 17MR159.02] p. 11, Para.
2, [1863M5]

You have been infatuated. You have exalted Sister Johnson in your nind
far higher than she deserved. She has not, in her troubles, nade CGod
her strength and burden bearer. She has fled to human aid which could
not avail her. She is not devotional or a godly woman. She | acks
hum lity, religion, and a spirit of perseverance, and is not a person
who can exert a correct religious influence upon your children and take
care or manage with cal mess when placed in di sadvant ageous
circunstances. [Cf: 17MR160.01] p. 11, Para. 3, [1863M5]

She is easily fretted, easily irritated, |ooks upon the gl oony side,
and lays nuch of this to her troubles; but she could, if she had |et
her troubles drive her to God, have borne her troubles with nore of a
Christian spirit, and would have had a saving influence on her husband.
She has reproached hi mtoo nmuch when he had but little or no confidence
in himself, was staggering, ready to fall through very weakness. She
has been fretful, [and] accused himof many things. | have heard nany
conversations in vision which had an awful |y di scouragi ng tendency upon
him Brother Albert, as | wite | feel astonished that you have been so
decei ved and blinded. [Cf: 17MR160.02] p. 11, Para. 4, [1863Mg]

For years Victor has noticed your preference for his wife's society,
and it has had a tendency to discourage himand drive himto his old
habits. God's eye is upon all this matter. He is acquainted with it
all; every word and act is known to HHm and in order for you to
recover yourself fromthe snare Satan has set for you, you nust nmke
strai ght and thorough work. [Cf: 17MR160.03] p. 11, Para. 5, [1863M5]

Brot her Al bert, God has designed you should be a pillar in the church
a strength to the weak. Satan has said fromthe first he would
overthrow you. He has led you in your unconverted life to be exacting
and to overreach, and as you have seen the sin of this and have been
reform ng, you have established a character. Al have had unm st akabl e
proofs of the work of reform The truth has wought for you, and Satan
knows that if you follow on and are a thorough overconer, the sins he
led you to commit fall on his own head. He is not willing to | ose you.
He is constantly at work to devise sone neans to overthrow you, that
your transgressions may finally rest upon your own head. [Cf
17MR160. 04] p. 11, Para. 6, [1863MS].

God will help you if you take the right course. But you have deeply
grieved sone of the best of God's children, and angels have been



wat chi ng you with the deepest solicitude, seeking to turn your mnd in
a different channel fromthat in which it was running. [Cf: 17VMR161. 01]
p. 12, Para. 1, [1863M5].

| saw that it was your duty to take every occasion [for stunbling] out
of the way of others. Free yourself now and forever from Sister
Johnson. Let not your affection linger there for a nmonment. It is not
justifiable in the sight of God. [Cf: 17MR161.02] p. 12, Para. 2,
[ 1863MS] .

I was shown that Victor Johnson has truly loved his wi fe. She was
dearer to himthan any other one upon earth. When the divorce was in
progress, his feelings were intense. He besought his wife to defer the
matter. He prom sed anendnent; prom sed to not trouble her, but go away
and reform She should have eagerly grasped at even that feeble hope
that it was possible he m ght anend, and even if she had to suffer sone
time | onger, given him another chance. There was an error in stil
pressing matters forward. Although those who were engaged in the matter
t hought they were taking the best course, yet they did not exercise the
pitying |ove toward Victor that Jesus has shown them and they should
have considered that "wi th what nmeasure ye nete" to others, "it shal
be measured to you" again.--Mnuscript 2, 1863. [Cf: 17MR161.03] p
12, Para. 3, [1863M5].

(Witten June 12, 1863, from Monterey, M chigan, to "Dear Friends at
Home.") We arrived here safe the sane evening we |left honme. A part of
the road was very rough, and where it was sandy it was as good as it
ever was. But the journey nearly used nme up. Janes stood it well and
attended neeting the sane evening. Preached tw ce yesterday. W neant
to stop at OGtsego, but we feared a storm The next day we expected to
stop at the doctor's, but they had all left for the neeting, so we did
not stop anywhere until we arrived at Monterey. At noon we stopped in
the old spot to feed the horses and to eat our |unch. Sabbath norning
was |ane and sick with cold. Sister Jones packed nme, and | felt better
and went to neeting. There is quite an interest here, but Brother Lay
is waiting for this letter and I must draw to a close. [Cf: 20MR145. 01]
p. 12, Para. 4, [1863M5].

Lucinda, | forgot to tell you when at home not to sew. You can't do
t he housework and run the nmachi ne without overdoing, and just let the
things go. They will none of themsuffer till | get hone. Don't try to
do too nuch, | beg of you. Take good care of the children. Help them
all you can to watch. Encourage them and | ead them along. | think nore
of this than all the work you can do. Just |let Sister Hewett have the
boys' pants, if they really need them to take honme and make. Don't tax
your strength too much, but care above all things for the eterna
interest of my boys. [Cf: 20MR145.02] p. 12, Para. 5, [1863M5].

| left sone | ozenges in a napkin upstairs on the table. | want them
much. Pl ease send them And if the boys have eaten any of them please
| ook in that black trunk and get a few nore and put up for ne. They are
in a black tin trunk of mne. Please send ny boots and ny cape and
Wllie' s little sack that you colored for Frankie Jones. [Cf
20MR145. 03] p. 13, Para. 1, [1863M5].

I will wite the boys and all of you when |I have tinme. Love to them
Lucia, and WIlliam and yourself.--Letter 1, 1863. [Cf: 20MR145.04] p



13, Para. 2, [1863M5].

(Witten May, 1863, fromBattle Creek, Mchigan.) | have been shown
sone things in regard to Chio. First I was shown the great inportance
of ministers who profess the truth being especially |ed and counsel ed
of God, that in all their efforts they may advanced and build up the
cause of God, and in order to do this they nust be free in God
t hensel ves. They nust not nove frominpulse but from principle and
sound judgnent, and by faithful |abor and exanple | ead on the church
for whose benefit they are | aboring to disinterested benevol ence,
brotherly | ove, devotedness to God, self-forgetful ness, and holiness.
[Cf: 21MR260.01] p. 13, Para. 3, [1863M5].

Sone who have | abored in Ohio have not studied as they should their
noves and the influence of the course they were pursuing. Mnisters
will be held accountable for the part they have acted in placing the
cause in its present weak condition in Chio. These ministers did not
all design to nove wong, but they did not feel the burden of their
wor k as God designs every mnister should. They did not depend upon God
but trusted too nmuch to their own strength. They did not feel that a
great weight was attached to every nove and action of theirs in the
church. They did not with earnestness and westling prayer seek the
speci al wi sdom and direction from One who never errs. Self was too
prom nent in their |abors, and as the result many nisnoves were made.
[Cf: 21MR260.02] p. 13, Para. 4, [1863M5]

I was shown that the success and progress of a church depend very much
upon the first inpressions they receive and the first instruction given
them by the ministers who | abor anmong them Ohio has been unfortunate.
Men professing to be sent of God, whom God never sent, have had
i nfl uence anong them and their influence has cursed the cause of God
in other places. Wien they had destroyed their influence in one State,
they would | eave the field they had desolated for a new field where
their course had not been known and where for this reason they could do
the nost harm Such have been the |l abors of S. W Rhodes and G W Holt
in Chio. The instruction given by themwas perfectly calculated to | ead
the people in Chio to extrenes. [Cf: 21MR260.03] p. 13, Para. 5,

[ 1863MS] .

S. W Rhodes was severe, exacting, and his teachings and exanple | ed
the people of God to | ook nore to each other than to | ook to God, and
to watch the failings of their brethren and sisters. He was censori ous,
peevish, fretful, and in a high degree abusive. He abused the kindness
of his brethren, and i nstead of teaching the commandnents of God in a
hunmbl e spirit as Christ's anmbassador and letting the truth do its work,
he m xed up with these commandnents his own overbearing commands, which
caused sone to be disgusted and turn away fromthe truth altogether
and others to be thrown into a state of fear that they could not please
God if they would, for their mnds were in constant agitation. His
i nfluence | ed the people of God to errors in judgnment and faith, the
result of which cannot yet be understood or fully known. [Cf
21VMR260.04] p. 13, Para. 6, [1863M5]

The course of G Holt was even nore injurious than that of Brother
Rhodes. His family were a source of trouble and vexation everywhere
they lived. His children were | ow, depraved, and ungovernable. Reproofs
had been repeatedly given in Connecticut, but on every occasi on when



reproved through vision, instead of receiving it and acting on the
light God had given him his feelings rebelled against it, and he acted
out his rebellious feelings, refused to do anything, acted stubborn and
willful. He did not reform and therefore his famly grew worse and

wor se, chose their own ways, and were a reproach to the cause of God in
Connecticut and New York. He noved to Chio and carried the curse al ong
with him Again he was reproved through vision, and he rose up agai nst
it and tried in every way to destroy the influence of nmy husband. [ Four
pages mssing here.]... [Cf: 21MR261.01] p. 14, Para. 1, [1863MS].

| was pointed to different things which have occurred but ought not to
have been, which have injured the confidence of the brethren in Chio in
their mnisters. Brother Loughborough sought hard to help the churches
in Chio. Sending for his wife and Carrie Carpenter was a m stake and
hurt his influence. Had he sent for his wi fe alone the case woul d have
been far better, but as it was it gave an occasion for surm sings and
lowered himin the estinmation of those whom he wi shed to help. [Cf
21VMR261.02] p. 14, Para. 2, [1863M5].

| saw that Brother Loughborough's anxiety to meet the wi shes of his
wi fe and pl ease her has often led himastray. He has often been called
fromthe work which God would have himdo to attend to sone wi sh or
desire of his wife, which she would not have had if she had been
consecrated to God. She had a will which was strong as a lion within
her, which |led her to feel that she had rather die than not foll ow out
this will and have her desires gratified. [Cf: 21MR261.03] p. 14,
Para. 3, [1863M5].

M ni sters professing to be servants of Jesus Christ will have to |earn
not to be servants of their conpanions at honme. God's work cones first,
and they are not to be called fromit on any account, whether the wife
submts to it or not. Satan often nmakes the wife an agent to nmmke the
husband unfaithful to his Master's calling. [Cf: 21MR261.04] p. 14,
Para. 4, [1863Mg]

Brother Cornell and wife visited Chio, and Brother Cornell did a
strange and sad work--he spoke agai nst Brother Loughborough. His old
jealous feelings led himto speak of Brother Loughborough in a manner
calcul ated to prejudice the churches against him That was a m serable,
despi cable work. God left Brother Cornell to take his own course and
follow his inperfect judgnent, and stirring appeals were nade to the
church and they handed out their nmeans liberally to him They thought
he woul d use it to spread the truth, but he forfeited their confidence,
whi ch they had reposed in him by hastening and spending the neans in a
wrong manner, publishing charts, which was all wong. Brother Cornel
had first preached the truth to many of them and they had so nuch
confidence in himthat when he erred it nearly ruined them [Cf:
21VR262.01] p. 14, Para. 5, [1863M5].

| saw that Brother Cornell was premature in organization, and he
pl aced nen to lead in the church who were in no way cal culated to fil
the office. Such noves should be nade with the greatest caution, but
Brother Cornell trusted too much to his own judgnment. It is always best
to wait a little until character is devel oped before putting [persons
into office] in the church, unless all are thoroughly acquainted with
t he persons el ected and know themto be fit to act in the capacity in
which they are chosen to act. [Cf: 21MR262.02] p. 15, Para. 1,



[ 1863MB] .

In the apostles' day there were no hasty movements in regard to their
selection of men to inportant church duties. It was with nuch trenbling
and fear that they noved. Although these very nen who were to choose
others to an inportant office were nmen of faith and full of the Holy
Spirit, men who had heal ed the sick and done many mighty niracles, yet
it was with much prayer and reliance upon God that they chose those who
shoul d bear the burdens of the church. | was shown that the nen who act
in the church are all out of their place. The church cannot progress
with such ones to act for them The church would be far better off
wi t hout anyone to | ead than the ones who act as |eaders, for then al
woul d feel a neasure of responsibility. [Cf: 21MR262.03] p. 15, Para.
2, [1863M5].

I was shown that mnisters should pray nore and rely upon God for
heavenly wi sdom then there would not be so nmany m snoves. [Cf
21MR262.04] p. 15, Para. 3, [1863M5].

I was shown that Brethren Waggoner and Loughborough did not at first
see the necessity of one system being adopted and carried out. This |ed
to wong results, and the censure was suffered to rest on Brother
Butler, which did not wholly belong there. [Cf: 21MR262.05] p. 15,
Para. 4, [1863Mg]

Br ot her Waggoner went to Chio and took his wife, a body of death and
darkness. He was a deceived nan. God marked such inconsi stenci es.
Repeat edly he had been reproved for being affected by the influence of
his wife, for Satan was using her as an agent to destroy himand get
hi m down fromthe work. Yet to please her he took the body of darkness
with him He did not believe the vision which had been related to him
if he had he would have acted out his faith. Had another taken the
course he had taken, he would have censured hi mseverely. He had had
much light but did not followit. [Cf: 21MR262.06] p. 15, Para. 5,

[ 1863MS] .

| saw that he was unmerciful in his dealing with the church in Iowa.
He bore down upon themin a tyrannical manner, yet in the sight of Cod
their sin was of far |ess magnitude than his, for they never had the
light he had had in regard to the visions. | saw that God could not |et
Hi s especial strength and bl essing rest upon such mnisters who foll ow
Hi m so heedl essly. Then again the course Brother \Waggoner pursued to
throw out hints and talk in a mysterious manner in regard to nmy husband
and sonme of the mnistering brethren was highly displeasing to God, and
cast an influence which is not yet fully done away. [Cf: 21MR263. 01]
p. 15, Para. 6, [1863M5].

Brother T. J. Butler [*(See RH March 11, 1862, P. 117; June 18, 1872,
p. 6)] has had occasion to feel hinself injured. Brother Dudley used

hi m wong. The church in Chio had |ost confidence in the mnisters of
Battle Creek and in the |l eaders of this work. An array of circunstances
had occurred by which Satan had figured to destroy the people of God in
Ohio. In order to do so he nmust commence with the mnisters, and he
succeeded too well. [Cf: 21MR263.02] p. 15, Para. 7, [1863M5].

At the time of organization, the churches in Ohio, especially at
G | boa, held back and began to watch and criticize and find fault.



Brother Butler and the church viewed things in the wong |ight, and he
wrote out the mnds of the church. He had in honesty done his part to
bring themto that state of m nd, but when he spoke he spoke the m nds
of the church. When the matter was presented as it really was, al
shoul d have been convinced that the eneny had presented the matter to
themin an exaggerated form Brother Butler manifested too nuch

st ubbornness and the church did not do himjustice. They stepped back
and threw all the blame upon Brother Butler. This was wong. [Cf
21VMR263.03] p. 16, Para. 1, [1863M5].

Brot her [Joseph] Dudley erred greatly. He felt hard, bitter feelings
towards Brother Butler. His feelings were unreasonabl e and unchristi an.
The church, failing to do their duty to Brother Butler and | eaving him
to suffer censure alone, which belonged to them first discouraged him
then enbittered his feelings. He felt that he had been unjustly used by
those who shoul d have hel ped him He | ooked back at the conference at
Battl e Creek and thought that an honest course had not been taken. He
was mi staken. [Cf: 21MR263.04] p. 16, Para. 2, [1863M5].

Satan nmeant that mstake should ruin him H's brethren were of the
same nmind as he in regard to the nane. But God ruled in that neeting
[*(See RH Cct. 23,1860, P. 179. Also 1T 224.)] notwi thstanding some
confusion and the hol di ng back of those who should have acted and | et
their influence tell on the right side. God's angels were ninistering
in the neeting, and when "Church of God" was to be the nane of H's
commandnent keepers, the angels directed the mind of ny husband and one
or two others in another channel and to fasten upon anot her name which
was expressive of their faith and which was appropriate for His people.
[Cf: 21MR264.01] p. 16, Para. 3, [1863Ms].

Brother [T. J.) Butler did not understand this change, and Satan has
been troubling himwith it ever since; and Brother Butler, being
naturally stubborn and feeling the injustice of his brethren, becane
nore and nore tenpted until he yielded the Sabbath and withdrew his
i nterest from Sabbat hkeepers. He felt bitter, very bitter. But | saw
that God still pitied himand angels were seeking to win himto God and
the truth again. | saw that those who have injured Brother Butler
shoul d confess where they had suffered himto suffer their wongs, and
t hey shoul d take everything out of his way.--Ms 8, 1863. [Cf
21VR264.02] p. 16, Para. 4, [1863M5]

At the Conference at Battle Creek, May 27th, 1856, | was shown in

vi sion sonme things that concern the church generally. The glory and

maj esty of God was nade to pass before nme. Said the angel, "He is
terrible in his najesty, yet ye realize it not; terrible in his anger
yet ye offend himdaily. Strive to enter in at the straight gate, for
wide is the gate and broad is the way that | eadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat; because straight is the gate and
narrow is the way that |eadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it." These roads | saw were distinct, separate, in opposite directions.
One leads to eternal life, the other to death, eternal death. | saw the
distinction in these roads, also the distinction between the conpani es
traveling these roads. The roads are opposite; one is broad and snoot h;
the other narrow and rugged. So the parties that travel these roads are
opposite in character, inlife, in dress, and conversation. [Cf: RH 01-
06-63 para. 1] p. 16, Para. 5, [1863Ms].



Those traveling in the narrow way are tal king of the joy and happi ness
they will have at the end of the journey. Their countenances are often
sad, yet often beamw th holy, sacred joy. They do not dress like the
conpany in the broad road, or talk |like them or act |like them A
Pattern has been given them A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief
opened that road for them and traveled that road hinself. H's
foll owers see his footsteps and are conforted and cheered. He went
t hrough safely, so can they, if they follow his footsteps. [Cf: RH 01-
06-63 para. 2] p. 17, Para. 1, [1863Ms].

In the broad road all are occupied with their persons, their dress,
and the pleasures in the way. Hilarity and glee they fully indulge in,
and think not of their journey's end, of the certain destruction at the
end of the path. Every day they approach nearer their destruction, yet
they madly rush on faster and faster. Oh! how dreadful this |ooked to
me. [Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 3] p. 17, Para. 2, [1863Mg]

| saw nmany traveling in this broad road who had written upon them
"Dead to the world, The end of all things is at hand, Be ye also
ready." They | ooked just like all the vain ones around them except a
shade of sadness which | noticed upon their countenances. Their
conversation was just |like the gay, thoughtless ones around them but
they woul d occasionally point to the letters on their garments with
great satisfaction, calling for the others to have the sane upon
theirs. They were in the broad way, yet they professed to be of that
nunber who were traveling the narrow way. Those around them woul d say,
"There is no distinction between us; we are all alike; we dress and
talk and act alike." [Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 4] p. 17, Para. 3,
[ 1863MS] .

Then | was pointed back to the years 1843 and 1844. There was a spirit
of consecration then, that there is not now. What has cone over the
prof essed peculiar people of God? | saw the conformty to the world,
the unwillingness to suffer for the truth's sake. | saw a great |ack of
submi ssion to the will of God. | was pointed back to the children of
Israel after they left Egypt. God in nmercy called themout fromthe
Egyptians that they m ght worship himw thout hindrance or restraint.
He wrought for themin the way by mracles, he proved them he tried
them by bringing theminto straight places. After the wonderfu
deal i ngs of God, and their deliverance so many tines, when tried or
proved by God, they murnured. Their |anguage was, "Wuld to God we had
di ed by the hand of the Lord in the | and of Egypt." They lusted for the
| eeks and onions there. [Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 5] p. 17, Para. 4,
[1863MS] .

I saw many who profess to believe the truth for these | ast days, think
it strange that the children of Israel nmurnmured as they journeyed, and
after the wonderful dealings of God to them should be so ungrateful
and forget what God had done for them Said the angel, "Ye have done
worse than they." | saw that God has given his servants the truth so
clear, so plain, that it cannot be resisted. Every where they go they
have certain victory. The enemi es cannot get round the convincing
truth. Light has been shed so clear that the servants of God can stand
up anywhere and let truth, clear and connected, bear away the victory.
This great bl essing has not been prized, has not been realized. If any
trial arises, some begin to | ook back and think, they have a hard tine.
Sonme of the professed servants of God do not know what purifying trials



are. They make trials sonetines for thenselves, inmagine trials, and are
so easily discouraged, so easily hurt, self-dignity is so quick to
feel, that they injure thenselves, injure others, and the cause. Satan
magni fies and puts things into the mind that if given way to wll
destroy the useful ness and influence of such. [Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 6]
p. 18, Para. 1, [1863M5].

| saw that some had felt tenpted to take thenselves fromthe work, to
| abor with their hands. | saw that if the hand of God shoul d be taken
fromthem and they left subject to disease and death, then such woul d
know what trouble is. It is a fearful thing to nmurmur against God. They
do not bear in mnd that the way they are traveling in is a rugged,
sel f-denying, self-crucifying way, and they nmust not expect everything
to nove on as snoothly as though they were traveling in the broad road.
[Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 7] p. 18, Para. 2, [1863M5]

| saw that some of the servants of God, even nessengers, are so easily
di scouraged, self is so quickly hurt, that they inmagi ne thensel ves
slighted and injured when it is not so. They think their |Iot hard. Such
realize not how they would feel should the sustaining hand of God be
wi t hdrawn, and they pass through anguish of soul. Their lot they then
woul d see woul d be tenfold harder than it was before, while they were
enpl oyed in the | abor of God, suffering trials and privations, yet
wi t hal having the approbation of God. Sone that are l|aboring in the
cause of God know not when they do have an easy tine. They have had so
few privations, have hardly known anything of want or wearing, |abor or
burden of soul, that when they have an easy tine, their |lives al nost
entirely free fromangui sh of spirit, are favored of God, they know it

not, and think their trials great. | saw that unless such have a spirit
of self-sacrifice, and are ready to | abor cheerfully, not sparing
thensel ves, God will release them He will not acknow edge them as his
sel f-sacrificing servants; but will raise up those who will |abor, not
slothfully, but in earnest, and will know when they have an easy tine.

God' s servants nust feel the burden for souls, and weep between the
porch and the altar, and cry, "Spare thy people, Lord." [Cf: RH 01-06-
63 para. 8] p. 18, Para. 3, [1863M5].

Some of the servants of God have given up their lives, to spend and be
spent, for the cause of God, until their constitutions are gone, and
they are al nost worn out with nental |abor, incessant care, toil and
privations, while others have not had, and woul d not take, the burden
upon them Yet just such ones think they have a hard tine, because they
never have experienced hardshi ps. They never have been baptized into
the suffering part, and never will be, as long as they manifest so nuch
weakness, and so little fortitude, and |ove their ease so well. From
what God has shown ne, there needs to be a scourgi ng anong the
messengers, and the slothful, and dilatory, and self-caring ones,
scourged out, and have a pure, faithful, and self-sacrificing conpany

that will not study their ease, but mnister faithfully in word and
doctrine, that are willing to suffer and endure all things for Christ's
sake, and to save those for whom he died. Let these servants feel the
woe upon themif they preach not the gospel, and it will be enough; but

all do not feel this. [Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 9] p. 19, Para. 1,
[ 1863MS] .

I was shown the conformity of some professed Sabbat hkeepers to the
world. Ch, | saw it was a disgrace to their profession, a disgrace to



t he cause of CGod. They give the lie to their profession. They think
they are not like the world, but they are so near |like themin dress,
in conversation, and actions, that there is no distinction. | saw them
decorating their poor nortal bodies, which are |iable any nonent to be
touched by the finger of God, and | aid upon a bed of anguish. GCh, then,
as they approach their |last change, nortal anguish racks their franes,
and the great inquiry then is, "Am| prepared to die? prepared to
appear before God in judgnment, and stand the grand review?" Ask them
then how they feel about decorating their bodies, and if they have any
sense of what it is to be prepared to appear before God, they will tel
you that if they could take back and |ive over the past, they would
correct their lives, shun the follies of the world, its vanity, its
pride, and would adorn the body with nodest apparel, and set an exanple
to others around them They would live to the glory of God. Why is it
so hard to lead a self-denying, hunble |ife? Because professed
Christians are not dead to the world. It is easy living after we are
dead. But there is a hankering after the | eeks and oni ons of Egypt.
They have a disposition to dress and act as nmuch like the world as
possi bl e, and yet go to heaven. Such clinb up sonme other way. They do
not enter through the narrow way and straight gate. [Cf: RH 01-06-63
para. 10] p. 19, Para. 2, [1863Ms].

Such will have no excuse. Many, | saw, dressed |ike the world to have
an influence. But here they nake a sad and fatal nmistake. |f they would
have a true and saving influence, let themlive out their profession,
show their faith by their righteous works, and nake the distinction

great between the Christian and the world. | saw that the words, the
dress, and actions should tell for God. Then a holy influence will be
shed upon all, and all will take know edge of themthat they have been

with Jesus, and unbelievers will see that the truth we profess has a
holy influence, and that faith in Christ's conm ng affects the character
of the man or woman. |If any wish to have their influence tell in favor
of truth, let themlive it out, and imtate the hunble Pattern. [Cf: RH
01-06-63 para. 11] p. 19, Para. 3, [1863M5]

| saw that God hates pride, and that all the proud, and all that do
wi ckedly, shall be stubble, and the day that conmeth shall burn them up.
| saw that the third angel's nessage nust yet work |ike | eaven upon
many m nds that profess to believe it, and purge away their pride,
sel fi shness, covetousness, and | ove of the world. [Cf: RH 01-06-63
para. 12] p. 20, Para. 1, [1863M5].

Jesus is coming, and will he find a people confornmed to the world? and
wi |l he acknow edge them as his people that he has purified unto
hi msel f? Oh, no. None but the pure and holy will he acknow edge as his.

Those that have been purified and made bright through suffering, and
have kept thensel ves separate, unspotted fromthe world, he will own as
his. [Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 13] p. 20, Para. 2, [1863M5].

As | saw the dreadful fact that God's people were conforned to the
world, with no distinction, only in name, between many of the professed
di sci ples of the nmeek and lowy Jesus, and unbelievers, nmy soul felt
deep angui sh. | saw that Jesus was wounded and put to an open shane.
Said the angel, as with sorrow he saw the professed people of God
loving the world, partaking of the spirit of the world, and foll ow ng
its fashions, "Cut |oose! Cut |oose!" |est he appoint thee thy portion
wi th hypocrites and unbelievers outside the city. Thy profession wll



only cause thee greater anguish, and thy punishnent will be greater,
because ye knew his will, but did it not.” [Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 14]
p. 20, Para. 3, [1863M5].

| saw that those who profess to believe the third angel's nessage,
of ten wound the cause of God by lightness, joking, and trifling. This
evil, I was shown, was all through our ranks. | saw that there should
be an hunbling before God, and that the Israel of God should rend the
heart and not the garnent. Childlike sinplicity is rarely seen; the
approbation of man is nore thought of than to fear to displ ease God.
Said the angel, "Set thine heart in order, lest he visit thee in
judgment, and the brittle thread of |life be cut, and ye lie down in the
grave unshel tered, unprepared for the judgnent. Or if ye do not meke
your bed in the grave, unless ye soon make your peace with God, tear
yourselves fromthe world, your hearts will grow harder, and ye wil|l
| ean upon a false prop, a supposed preparation, and find out your
m stake too late to secure a well-grounded hope." [Cf: RH 01-06-63
para. 15] p. 20, Para. 4, [1863Ms].

I saw that sonme professed Sabbat hkeepers spend hours that were worse
than thrown away, studying this or that fashion, to decorate the poor
nortal body. Wile, you nmake yourselves appear like the world, and as
beauti ful as you can, renenber that the sane body may, in a few days,
be food for the worns. And while you fix it up to your taste to please
the eye, you are dying spiritually. God hates your vain, w cked pride,
and he | ooks upon you as a whited sepulchre; but within full of
corruption and uncl eanness. Mthers set the exanple of pride to their
children, and while so doing, sow seed that will spring up and bear
fruit. The harvest will be plenteous and sure. That which they sow,
they shall reap. There will be no failure in the crop. [Cf: RH 01-06-63
para. 16] p. 20, Para. 5, [1863Mg]

| saw, parents, that it is easier for you to |learn your children a
| esson of pride, than a lesson of hunmility. And that Satan and his
angel s stand right by your side to make the act of yours, or the word
that you nmay speak to them effectual to encourage themto dress, and
in their pride to mingle with society that is not holy. Oh, parents,
you plant a thorn in your own bosons that you will often feel in
angui sh. And when you woul d counteract the sad | esson you have | earned
your children, you will find it a hard thing. It is inpossible for you
to do it. You nmay deny themthings that will gratify their pride, yet
that pride lives in the heart, yet longing to be satisfied, and nothing
can kill this pride but to have the quick and powerful Spirit of God
find way to the heart, and work |like | eaven there and root it out. E
G Wite. [Cf: RH 01-06-63 para. 17] p. 21, Para. 1, [1863M5].

| saw that young and ol d neglect their Bibles. They do not make that
book their study, and the rule of [ife as they should, especially the
young. Mbst of themare ready, and find plenty of time to read al nost

any ot her book. But the word that points to life, eternal life, is not
perused and daily studied. That precious, inportant book, that is to
judge themin the last day, is scarcely studied at all. Idle stories

have been attentively read, while the Bi ble has been passed by,

negl ected. A day is comi ng, of clouds and thick darkness, when all will
wi sh to be thoroughly furnished by the plain, sinple truths of the word
of God; that they may neekly, yet decidedly, give a reason of their
hope. This reason of their hope, | saw, they nmust have to strengthen



their own souls for the fierce conflict. Wthout this they are wanting,
and cannot have firmess and decision. [Cf: RH 01-13-63 para. 1] p
21, Para. 2, [1863Ms].

Parents had nmuch better burn the idle tales of the day, and the novels
as they conme into their houses. It would be a nercy to their children
Encourage the reading of these storybooks, and it is |ike enchantnent.
It bewilders and poisons the mind. | saw that unless parents awake to
the eternal interest of their children, they will surely be | ost
through their neglect. And the possibility of these unfaithful parents
bei ng saved thenselves is very small. Parents, | saw, should be
exenpl ary. They should exert a holy influence in their famlies. They
should let their dress be nodest, different fromthe world around them
You shoul d rebuke pride in your children, if you value their eterna
interest. Faithfully rebuke this pride, and encourage it not in deed or
word. | saw that this pride nust be torn out of our famlies. O the
pri de that was shown ne of God's professed people. It has increased
every year, until it is now inpossible to designate professed Advent
Sabbat hkeepers fromall the world around them Muich, | saw, was
expended for ribbons and | aces for the bonnets, collars, [* The
questi on has ofen been asked me if | believe it wong to wear plain
linen collars. My answer has al ways been, No. Sonme have taken the
extrene nmeani ng of what | have witten about collars, and have
mai ntai ned that it was wong to wear one of any description. | was
shown expensively wought collars, and expensive and unnecessary
ri bbons and | aces, which sonme Sabbat h- keepers have worn, and stil
wear, for the sake of show and fashion. | did not design to be
under st ood, by naming collars, that nothing |ike a collar should be
worn, or by naming ribbons, that no ribbons should be worn.] and ot her
needl ess articles to decorate the body, while Jesus the King of glory,
who gave his life to redeemthemwre a crown of thorns. This was the
way their Master's sacred head was decorated. He was "a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief." "He was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisenent of our peace was upon
him and with his stripes we are healed." And yet the very ones that
profess to be washed by the bl ood of Jesus, spilt for them can dress
up, and decorate their poor, mortal bodies, and dare to profess to be
the foll owers of the holy, self-denying, hunble Pattern. O | wi sh that
all could see this in the light that God sees it, and showed it to ne.
It seened too much, too nuch for ne to bear, to feel the anguish of
soul that |I felt as | beheld it. "God's people," said the angel, "are
peculiar, such he is purifying unto hinself." | saw that the outside
appearance was an index to the heart. When hung with ribbons, collars
and needless things, it plainly shows that all this is in the heart,
and unl ess that such persons are cleansed fromtheir corruption, they
can never see Cod, for the pure in heart alone will see him [Cf: RH
01-13-63 para. 2] p. 21, Para. 3, [1863M5].

| saw that the axe nust be laid at the root of the tree. Such pride
shoul d not be suffered in the church. It is these things that separate
God fromhis people, that shuts the Ark away fromthem |Israel has been
asleep to the pride, and fashions, and conformty to the world, in
their very midst. They advance every nonth in pride, covetousness, and
sel fi shness, and | ove of the world. When the truth affects the heart,
it will cause a death to the world, and the ribbons, |laces and collars
will be laid aside, and if dead, the laugh, the jeer, and scorn of
unbel ievers will not nove them They will feel an anxious desire to be



separate fromthe world, like their Master. They will not imtate its

pride, fashions or customs. The noble object will be ever before them
to glorify God, and gain the imortal inheritance. This prospect will
swal |l ow up all besides of an earthly nature. God will have a separate

and distinct people fromthe world. And if any have a desire to imtate
the fashions of the world, that they do not inmediately subdue, just so
soon God ceases to acknowl edge them as his children. They are the
children of the world and darkness. They hanker after the | eeks and

oni ons of Egypt, want to be as rmuch like the world as possible; and

t hose who profess to have put on Christ, by thus doing put himoff, and
show that they are strangers to grace, strangers to the neek and lowy
Jesus. |If they had acquainted thenselves with him they would wal k
worthy of him [Cf: RH 01-13-63 para. 3] p. 22, Para. 1, [1863M5

| saw that the Israel of God nust arise, renew their strength in God
by renewi ng, and keeping their covenant with Hm Covetousness,
sel fi shness, and |ove of nmoney, and |ove of the world, are all through
t he ranks of Sabbat hkeepers. These evils are drying up the sacrifice of
God' s people. Those that have this covetousness in their hearts are not
aware of it. It has gained upon theminperceptibly. And unless it is
rooted out, their destruction will be as sure as Achan's was. Many have
taken the sacrifice fromGod's altar, and they love the world, love its
gain and increase, and unless there is an entire change they wl|
perish with the world. God has lent themneans. It is not their own;
but God has nade them his stewards. And because of this, they call it
their own, and hoard it up. But, O how quick, when the prospering hand
of God is removed fromthem it is all snatched away in a nonent. There
nmust be a sacrificing for God, a denying self for the truth's sake. O
how weak and frail is man. How puny his arm | saw that soon the
loftiness of man is to be brought down, and the pride of man hunbl ed.
Ki ngs and nobl es, rich and poor, alike shall bow, and the wthering
pl agues from God shall fall upon them Ellen G Wite. [Cf: RH 01-13-63
para. 4] p. 23, Para. 1, [1863Mg]

| have been shown that while parents who have the fear of God before
themrestrain their children, they should study their dispositions and
t enperaments, and should seek to neet their wants. Some parents attend
carefully to the tenporal wants of their children; if sick, they kindly
and faithfully nurse them and then think their duty done. They m st ake
here. Their work has but just begun. The wants of the m nd should be
cared for. It requires skill to apply the proper renedies to cure a
wounded nmind. Children have trials just as hard to bear, just as
grievous in character, as ol der people. Parents do not always fee
alike. Their mnds are often perplexed. They | abor under nistaken views
and feelings. Satan buffets them and they yield to his tenptations.
They speak irritably, and in a manner to excite wath in their
children, and are sonetines exacting and fretful. The poor children
partake of the sanme spirit, and the parents are not prepared to help
them for they were the cause of the trouble. Sonetinmes everything
seens to go wong. It is fretfulness all around, and all have a very
m serabl e, unhappy tine of it. The parents lay the wong upon their
poor children, and think themvery disobedient and unruly, and the
worst children in the world, when the cause of the disturbance is in
thenmsel ves. In this manner sone parents raise many a storm by their
| ack of self-control. Instead of kindly asking the children to do this,
or that, they are ordered in a scolding tone, and at the same tine a
censure or reproof is on their Iips which the children have not



nerited. This course, pursued toward children, destroys their

cheerful ness and anbition. They do your bidding, not fromlove, but
because they dare not do otherw se. Their heart is not in the matter.
It is a drudgery, instead of a pleasure, which often | eads themto
forget to follow out all your directions, which increases your
irritation, and nakes it still worse for the children. The faultfinding
is repeated, their bad conduct arrayed before themin glow ng colors,
until a discouragenent cones over the children, and they are not
particul ar whether they please or not. A spirit of "I don't care"
seizes them and they seek that pleasure and enjoynent away from hone,
away fromtheir parents, which they do not find at home. They ningle
with street company, and are soon as corrupt as any of the worst. [Cf:
RH 01-20-63 para. 1] p. 23, Para. 2, [1863M5]

Upon whom rests this great sin! If hone had been made attractive, had
the parents mani fested | ove and affection for their children, and with
ki ndness found enploynent for them in love instructed them how to obey
their wi shes, they would have touched an answering cord in their
hearts, and their willing feet, and hands, and hearts, would have al
readily obeyed them Parents, by controlling thenselves, and speaking
ki ndly, and praising their children when they try to do right,
encourage their right efforts, nake them very happy, and throw a charm
into the famly circle which will chase away every dark shadow, and
bring cheerful sunlight in. [Cf: RH 01-20-63 para. 2] p. 24, Para. 1,
[ 1863MS] .

Parents sonetinmes excuse their own wong course because they do not
feel well. They are nervous, and cannot, they think, be patient and
calm and speak pleasantly. They deceive themselves in this thing, and
pl ease Satan. He exults that the grace of God is not allowed by them as
sufficient to overcone natural infirmties. They can, and should, at
all tinmes, control thenselves. God requires it of them They should
realize that when they give way to fretful ness and i npatience they
cause others to suffer. Those around them are affected by the spirit
they manifest, and if they in their turn act out the same spirit, the
evil is increased, and everything goes wong. [Cf: RH 01-20-63 para. 3]
p. 24, Para. 2, [1863M5].

Parents, when you feel fretful, you should not commt so great a sin
as to poison the whole fanmly with this dangerous irritability. At such
times set a double watch over yourself, and resolve in your heart not
to offend with your Iips. Nothing but pleasant, cheerful words should
escape fromyour lips. Say to yourself, "I will not mar the happi ness
of ny children by a fretful word." By thus controlling yourself, you
will grow stronger. Your nervous systemw ||l not be so sensitive. You
wi |l be strengthened by the principles of right. The consciousness in
your heart that you are faithfully discharging your duty, wll
strengthen you. Angels of God will smile upon your efforts, and help
you. When you feel inpatient, you too often think it is all in your
children, and you bl anme them when they do not deserve it. At another
time they mght do the very same things, and all be acceptable and
right. Children know, and mark, and feel these irregularities, and they
are not always alike. Sonetines they are better prepared to neet
changeabl e npods, and at other times they are nervous, and fretful, and
cannot bear censure. Their spirit rises up in rebellion against it.
Parents want all due allowance nade for their state of mind, yet do not
al ways see the necessity of nmaking the sane all owance for their poor



children. They excuse in thenselves that, which if they see in their
children, who have not their years of experience and discipline, they
woul d highly censure. Sonme parents are of a nervous tenperanent, and
when fatigued with | abor or oppressed with care, do not |abor to
preserve a calmstate of mnd, but manifest to those who should be
dearest to themon earth, fretful ness and |ack of forbearance, which

di spl eases God, and brings a cloud over the famly. Children, in their
troubl es, should often be soothed with tender synpathy. Mitual kindness
and forbearance will nmeke hone a paradi se, and attract holy angels into
the famly circle. [Cf: RH 01-20-63 para. 4] p. 24, Para. 3, [1863M5].

The nother can and should do nmuch toward controlling her nerves and
m nd when it is depressed; and even when she is sick, she can, if she
only schools herself, be pleasant and cheerful, and can bear nore of
their noise than she woul d once have thought it possible. If
infirmties, or depression of spirits affect the nmother, she should not
make the children feel her infirmties, and cloud their young,
sensitive mnds, and cause themto feel that the house is a tomb, and
the nother's roomthe nost dismal place in the world. The mind and
nerves can gain tone, and strength, by exercising the will. The power
of the will in many cases will prove a mghty soother of the nerves.
[Cf: RH 01-20-63 para. 5] p. 25, Para. 1, [1863M5]

Do not let your children see you with a clouded brow. If they yield to
tenptation, and afterwards see and repent of their error, forgive them
just as freely as you hope to be forgiven of your Father in heaven.
Kindly instruct them and bind themto your hearts. It is a critica
time for children. Influences will be thrown around themto wean them
fromyou, which you nust counteract. Teach themto make you their
confident. Let them whisper in your ear their trials and joys. By
encouraging this, you will save them from many a snare that Satan has
prepared for their inexperienced feet. But if you treat your children
only with sternness, if you forget your own chil dhood, and forget that
they are but children, and try to nmake them perfect, and neke them nen
and wonen in their acts at once, you will close the door of access
whi ch you mi ght otherw se have to your children, and you drive themto
open a door for injurious influences, to affect their young m nds, and
before you awake to their danger, their nmnds have been poi soned by
others. [Cf: RH 01-20-63 para. 6] p. 25, Para. 2, [1863M5].

Satan and his host are nmeking nost powerful efforts to sway the m nds
of the children, and they nust be treated with candor, Christian
tenderness and love. This will give you a strong influence over them
and they will feel that they can repose unlimted confidence in you.
Throw around your children charns for honme, and your society. If you do
this, they will not desire so much the society of other young
associ ates. Satan works through young associates to influence and
corrupt the m nds of each other. It is the nost effectual way he can
wor k. Young associ ates have a powerful influence over one another
Their conversation is not always choice and el evated. Evi
communi cations will be breathed into the ear, which, if not decidedly
resisted, find a | odgnent in the heart, take root, and spring up to
bear fruit, and corrupt their good manners. Because of the evils nowin
the world, and the restriction necessary to be placed upon the
children, parents should have double care to bind themto their hearts,
and let them see they wish to nake them happy. [Cf: RH 01-20-63 para.

71 p. 25, Para. 3, [1863M5].



Parents should not forget their childhood years, how much they yearned
for synpathy and | ove, and how unhappy they felt when censured and
fretfully chided. They should be young again in their feelings. You
shoul d bring your nmind down to understand the wants of your children.
Wth firmess, all mxed with love, require your children to obey you.
Your word should be inplicitly obeyed. [Cf: RH 01-20-63 para. 8] p
26, Para. 1, [1863M5]

Angel s of CGod are watching the children with the deepest interest, to
see what characters they develop. If Christ dealt with us as we often
deal with each other and with our children, we should stunble and fal
t hrough utter discouragenent. | saw that Jesus knows our infirmties,
and hinself hath felt their experience in all things but in sin,
therefore he hath proportioned a way and a path to our strength and
capacity, and |like Jacob, hath marched softly and in evenness with the
children as they were able to endure, that he might entertain us by the
confort of his company, and be to us a perpetual guide. He does not
despi se, neglect, or |eave behind the children of the flock. [Cf: RH
01-20-63 para. 9] p. 26, Para. 2, [1863M5].

He has not bid us to nove forward and | eave them He has not travel ed
so hastily as to leave us with our children behind. O no, but he has
evened the path to life, even for children. And parents are required in
his name to | ead them al ong the narrow way. God has proportioned a way
and a path according to the strength and capacity of children. Ellen G
White. [Cf: RH 01-20-63 para. 10] p. 26, Para. 3, [1863M5].

Can Be Restored Wen Confidence in Hmis Regained.--1n regard to the
case of the injured sister, A G, we would say in reply to the
questions of _ that it is a feature in the cases of npbst who have
been overtaken in sin, as her husband has, that they have no real sense
of their villainy. Sonme, however, do and are restored to the church
but not till they have nerited the confidence of the people of God by
unqual i fi ed confessions and a period of sincere repentance. This case
presents difficulties not found in sonme, and we would add only the
follow ng: [Cf: Unpublished Manuscripts, Volume 2 p. 45 para. 2] p
26, Para. 4, [1863Ms].

1. In cases of the violation of the seventh commandnent where the
guilty party does not manifest true repentance, if the injured party
can obtain a divorce w thout nmeking their own cases and that of their
children, if they have them worse by so doing, they should be free.

[ Cf: Unpublished Manuscripts, Volune 2 p. 45 para. 3] p. 26, Para. 5,
[1863MS] .

2. If they would be liable to place thenselves and their children in
worse condition by a divorce, we know of no scripture that would nmake
the innocent party guilty by remaining. [Cf: Unpublished Manuscripts,
Vol une 2 p. 46 para. 1] p. 27, Para. 1, [1863MS].

3. Tinme and | abor and prayer and patience and faith and a godly life
m ght work a reform To live with one who has broken the nmarriage vows
and is covered all over with the disgrace and shane of guilty |ove, and
realizes it not, is an eating canker to the soul; and yet a divorce is
a lifelong, heartfelt sore. God pity the innocent party! Marriage
shoul d be considered well before contracted. [Cf: Unpublished



Manuscripts, Volune 2 p. 46 para. 2] p. 27, Para. 2, [1863Ms].

4. Why! Oh, why! will men and women who m ght be respectable and good
and reach heaven at |ast sell thenmselves to the devil so cheap, wound
their bosom friends, disgrace their famlies, bring a reproach upon the
cause, and go to hell at last? God have nmercy! Way will not those who
are overtaken in crine manifest repentance proportionate to the
enormity of their crime and fly to Christ for nmercy and heal, as far as
possi bl e, the wounds they have made?--(ltalics Supplied.) RH March 24,
1868. [Cf: Unpublished Manuscripts, Volune 2 p. 46 para. 3] p. 27,
Para. 3, [1863M5].

It is inpossible for Eto be fell owshi pped by the church of God. He
has pl aced hi nsel f where he cannot be hel ped by the church, where he
can have no comrunion with nor voice in the church. He has pl aced
himself there in the face of light and truth. He has stubbornly chosen
his own course, and refused to listen to reproof. He has followed the
inclinations of his corrupt heart, has violated the holy | aw of Cod,
and has disgraced the cause of present truth. If he repents ever so
heartily, the church nust let his case alone. If he goes to heaven, it
nmust be alone, without the fellowship of the church. A standing rebuke
from God and the church nmust ever rest upon him that the standard of
norality be not lowered to the very dust.--Testinonies, Vol.1,p.215.

[ Cf: Unpublished Manuscripts, Volune 2 p. 46 para. 4] p. 27, Para. 4,
[ 1863MS] .

WHEN Di vorce is Justified.--There is only one sin, which is adultery,
whi ch can place the husband or wife in a position where they can be
free fromthe marriage vow in the sight of God. Although the |aws of
the land may grant a divorce, yet they are husband and wife still in
the Bible light, according to the laws of God. [Cf: Unpublished
Manuscripts, Volune 2 p. 47 para. 1] p. 27, Para. 5, [1863MS].

| saw that Sister__ , as yet, has no right to marry another man; but
if she, or any other woman, should obtain a divorce legally on the
ground that her husband was guilty of adultery, then she is free to be
married to whom she chooses. --Adventi st Home, p.344. (1863.) [Cf
Unpubl i shed Manuscripts, Volume 2 p. 47 para. 2] p. 27, Para. 6,

[ 1863MB] .



